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Our Growth.--Our schools have been more than doubled in number, and the to-
tal attendance correspondingly increased since July, '94. They number now
twenty-f"our Four of these are colored.

Finances.--Financially we are all right. Our balance on hand Dec. 1, 1896,
was $2,704.46, Our County Commissioners have never displayed any hesitancy
in granting the full limit (five mills) allowed by law for school mainten-
ance; neither has our School Board, in any instance, been too bashful to ask
for the same, Our teachers are paid promptly at the end of each month, and
a teacher's warrant is accepted by our banks with as much readiness as New
York exchange.

Suggestive Legislation.--Fix by law the minimum salary of the County Superin-
tendent, define his qualifications, make him a member of the School Board,
and give him some latitude in which to do efficient work. Under the present
law he is more or less of a "figurehead," without power to vote, and hampered
too much in his freedom of action. The County Superintendent should be a
teacher of experience, holding a first-grade certificate, or a graduate of
some recognized college, or preferably both.

Place a premium on first-grade certificates, make the third-grade certificate
transferable and subject to renewal upon examination. This is necessary for
the accommodation of our colored brethren.

I regard the present school law as excellent, as a whole, but venture to offer
these few suggestions as a result of my observation,

Very respectfully yours,
W. L. WIDMEYER,

Acting Superintendent Public Instructior

ESCAMBIA COUNTY

Hon. W. N. Sheats, Tallahassee, Fla.•

Dear Sir--In reply to your circular letter of 18th inst., asking for a state-
ment of the school operations, and the changes and improvements in same from
July 1st, 1894, to July 1st, 1896, inclusive, in the public schools in
Escambia county, I beg to refer you to the annual statement of June 30th,
1894, which shows that there were enrolled that year 4,029 pupils, and an
average attendance of 2,571 pupils. The report for June 30th, 1896, shows
an enrollment of 4,215 pupils, and an average attendance of 2,818 pupils.

Buildings and Furnitureo--Within the two years from July 1st, 1894, to July
Ist, 1896, the following comfortable one-room school buildings have been
erected and furnished with modern desks and furniture, to-wit: Schools
Nos. 13, 29, 30, 46, 58, 68, 69 and 71. Additions of one room each have been
made to schools Nos, 2 and 16, and a fine four-room building, No. 70, has
just been completed in the city, which is a model in every respect, rooms
30 x 32 and nicely furnished, Schools Nos. 27 and 31 were added to in 1895.
School building No. 27 is a comfortable two-room building, but with only one
room finished; No, 31 is a three-room building removed to a much larger and
better lot and improved in every way,

On July 1st, 1894, we owned school property as follows: School lots, $12,190;
school buildings, $31,640; school furniture, $9,308. On July ist, 1896,
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