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GADSDEN COUNTY

Hon. W. N. Sheats, Tallahassee, Fla:

Dear Sir--Our county will operate for 1894-95, 38 white schools; four eight
months, one six months, one five months, and 32 four months. We have only
12 colored teachers, one of them will teach three schools, and the balance,
say, two schools, each for four months. If funds do not miscarry, will not
have a deficit. Condition about as well as could be expected, under all the
circumstances. I favor the uniform examinations, because they make teachers
apply themselves, especially the young. They give dignity to the profession.

In part, my special efforts are to get patrons interested, by continued
talking, and argument, and to do all I can in getting teachers to improve
their qualifications, by conversation, examination, by loaning books, and
giving commissions of publishers, to induce subscriptions to educational
journals. I try to get young men and women to stand the examinations. As
far as means admit, I send bright literary papers to boys and girls in the
country.

Any suggestions as to the needed legislation do not occur to me, except "let
well enough alone," for the present,

Yours respectfully,
Co E. L. ALLISON

County Superintendent.

HAMILTON COUNTY

In the forty schools that have opened in this county since July the 1st, there
is an enrollment of 1,Oh4 pupils, with a fair average attendance. There are
twenty-seven schools yet to open. Some of these will begin next month; others
will have to wait till the close of those now running,

The interest in school work within the schools compares favorably with that
of last year. The opposition among the people to the new school law will
cease, I think, when they come to understand it better and begin to see its
practical workings.

The insufficiency of teachers, so far as white schools are concerned, was
caused by the reduction of salaries. The County Commissioners are to blame
for this. Owing to the low levy of mills allowed by them for school purposes,
the School Board was forced to reduce salaries in order that expenses might
be metwith the amount levied, When this was done, a number of teachers
gave up their schools, and in September took the examination in other counties.
In some of my schools, the patrons have supplemented the salaries paid by the
Board.

I am trying to get my schools in readiness for grading, and think I shall
have everything arranged, and a uniform course of study prepared in time for
the next scholastic year. I am endeavoring, too, to have my teachers keep
in touch with the best educational thought by reading good work, on teach-
ing, and good school journals.

As to changes in the school law, I think it would be better to have Second and
Third Grade Certificates made good in the same way that a First Grade

-11-


