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and have made repairs on other buildings at a cost of $800.

We have also purchased and placed in different school-rooms 140 double patent
desks of best make, and 115 yards of black-board.

What is most urgently needed for our schools at this time is a revision of our
revenue laws, so as to bring money promptly into the school treasury. Our
taxes are now due on November 1, but all taxpayers have until April 1 of the
following year in which to make this paymento This being the case, only a few
of our small taxpayers think of paying before February or March, and our school
teachers have to wait for their money or our School Boards have to borrow the
same at a big rate of interest. All this can be remedied by framing a revenue
law on business principles.

Make the taxes as now due on the 1st of November, and allow a discount of 5
per cent, to all who pay in November, 4 per cent. to those who pay in December,
3 percent. to those who pay in January and so on; and add 1 per cent, per month
to all who pay after April the 1st until July, when sales should be made peremp-
tory on the property of all failing to pay theirs (sic) taxes before that date.

Do this and our teachers can be paid prompely, and they will be encouraged to
do more and better school work than ever before.

Respectfully,
N. Bo COOK,

Superintendent Escamiba County.

Recommendations of County School Board

The Board of Public Instruction of Escambia County respectfully recommend to
the State Superintendent, and to the State Board of Public Instruction, and to
the Senators and Representatives from Escambia County, that the school law be
amended as follows, viz.,

That the election of County Boards be discontinued, and that hereafter members
of the county boards shall be appointed by the State Board of Public Instruction
for four years, provided, that in the first appointment of each county board
one member shall be appointed for two years, one for three years, and one for
four years; and provided further, that in the first appointment preference
shall be given to a former member of experience, who has faithfully and satis-
factorily discharged the duties of the office for one or more years.

We recommend that the law for the Uniform Examinations of teachers remain
unchanged, except that part of Section 56 beginning with and after the word
"nothing" which we recommend be stricken out.

We recommend that a school year be not less than five or more than eight months,
and that a school term be one half the number of weeks of a school year.

We recommend that all counties shall assess the full rate of 5 mills for school
purposes.

We recommend that the infliction of corporal punishment be prohibited within
the State.

We further recommend that all other provisions of the present school law be
retained unchanged. Respectfully submitted, GEO. S. HALLMARK,

N. B. COOK WM. FISHER,
Sec'y and Supt. Board of Public Instruction.
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