
1892 - 1900

Research Report - 21 is composed of extracts from the file of State Super-
intendents' Biennial Reports in the State Department of Education. It pre-
sents in full the narrative reports submitted by county superintendents for
the years 1892 through 1900. An earlier report, Research Report - 20, covered
the first ten years of Florida's public school system from 1869 to 1880. No
narrative reports of county superintendents are on file for the years between
1880 and 1892. Either such reports were not requested or if received were
not printed in the annual report of the State Superintendent during this period.
Thus this report is a continuation of the series of reports that were begun
in Research Report - 20.

Considerable growth took place during the years not covered by county super-
intendents' narrative reports. In fact, State Superintendent Sheats refers
to this as the "era of greatest development of public education in the State."

When the educational system of the State becomes pretty thoroughly
developed, the statistical changes for any one or two years may be
quite small, often too slight to furnish reliable data to deter-
mine whether or not advancement has been real and permanent. In
partial illustration of this point, the fact is cited that the era
of greatest development in public education in the State dates
back from 1888 to 1878 during which decade the number of schools
grew from 992 to 2,240; the enrollment, from 36,951 to 82,323, both
more than doubling in the ten years.

It is interesting to note that while some inequalities existed among schools
within the same county, Florida operated a public school system based on the
county as the local administrative unit. In 1892 State Superintendent Albert
J. Russell wrote:

Some persons, evidently desirous o' creating sensation by appealing
to prejudice, are frequently referring to the supposed immense
amount of money expended for the cities and towns to the detriment
of the country . . .

In the cities and towns there are congregated large number of school
youth of both races in most cases, and in order to properly accom-
modate them great numbers of schools, of sittings, and of appliances
are required and cannot be dispensed with, and the statement cannot
be sustained as truth that the schools of cities are largely pro-
vided for at the expense or detriment of the country schools, but
there are no city or town schools recognized in the school law of
this State. All are county schools; that by the side of the re-
motest forest and that in the metropolitan centre. Each county
constitutes of itself a school district, and is presided over by a
Board of Public Instruction and a County Superintendent. The same
law, rules and regulations control and provide for all.


