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ganda of California to divert the tourist trade from Florida,
and the question between the lawyers and the business men
of Jacksonville as to the location of the proposed government
building, brought the citizens together in a number of mass-
meetings.

The new charter of May 31, so drafted as to strike out
from the charter the provision for registering voters and
holding the first election, resulted in political turmoil that
lasted exactly two years, with a lull during the yellow fever
epidemic of 1888. It finally ended by taking the elective
franchise away from the people.

There appears to have been an unusual wave of crime in
the city and county in this year, judging from the number of
hold-ups and shooting scrapes mentioned in the newspapers,
coupled with frequent robberies and a large number of in-
cendiary small fires. This crime wave seems traceable to no
specific cause, although whiskey figured heavily in it and was
the direct cause of the killing of two citizens on the streets
of Jacksonville.

June 24: At 11 p.m. fire broke out in the three-story
brick block at the corner of Bay and Clay Streets, owned by
Geo. R. Foster, and occupied principally by Clark & Loftus
as a furniture store and warehouse. The building and most
of the contents were destroyed; loss $30,000.

October 7: Jacksonville quarantined against Tampa ow-
ing to yellow fever at that place. It was a modified quaran-
tine, but lasted several weeks.

November 6: Probably the first prohibition meeting ever
held in the State was held here for the purpose of organizing
for a campaign against liquor. W. B. Owen presided.

1888
The Sub-Tropical Exposition

During the winter 1886-7, California appeared as a com-
petitor of Florida for the tourist business. Attractive rates
to the West were secured from the railroads and organiza-
tions of that State sent representatives here, opened tourist
bureaus, and flooded the country with California literature.
In many ways they sought to divert the tourist travel from


