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Transportation

Railroads and the telegraph had not yet come to Jackson-
ville. Steam packets ran to Savannah and Charleston, and
sailing vessels communicated with the more distant cities
and the West Indies. It was almost as customary to talk
about Hayti and Martinique then as it is about New York
today.b

Communication with the interior of the State was by
means of a stage line to Tallahassee and intermediate points.
It was a three days' trip, avoided as much as possible, except
at court sessions and when the Legislature met. The Central
Stage Line ran this advertisement in the Jacksonville paper
during the summer of 1852:

Central Stage Line
From Jacksonville to Tallahassee Semi-Weekly

The proprietor takes pleasure in announcing to the public that he
has just placed upon the route a new and splendid FOUR HORSE
COACH and that he is prepared to convey passengers through in the
shortest possible time. He has relays of the best horses at different
points, so that no more time is lost than is necessary for their change.
The stage leaves Jacksonville every Sunday and Wednesday afternoon,
immediately after the arrival of the steamers from Savannah and
returns in time to connect with them on their return trips. These
steamers connect with others at Savannah for Charleston and New York,
thus affording the travelers from the North and others visiting Talla-
hassee or interior towns of Florida a speedy transit. A coach connects
with this line to and from the White Sulphur Springs in Hamilton
County. Fernandez, Bisbee & Co., Agents.

G. R. Fairbanks describes the stage trip as one of "ups
and downs, jolts and bumps; roots lying on the surface, the
impact with which would send the unprepared passenger up
against the top, or with a painful jerk against the standards.
The weary drag during the long, dark nights, for the hacks
kept on night and day, was an experience to be long re-
membered".

Smallpox Epidemic

Jacksonville experienced an epidemic of smallpox during
the summer of 1853. J. W. Bryant, one of the foremost
lawyers in the town, contracted the disease at some place in
Georgia, where he had gone on legal business. Upon his
return, he was taken sick at the Buffington House, then the


