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Interview with Arthur W. Saarinen, Jr.
May 20, 2004

Q: This is Ann Smith, and I am a volunteer with the Matheson Museum, in
Gainesville, Florida. Today's date is May 20, 2004, and I am in the home of
Arthur Saarinen for an oral history for the Matheson Museum. May I call you
Art?

A: Certainly. I prefer Arthur.

Q: May I have your full name?

A: Arthur W. Saarinen, Jr.

Q: May I ask what the W in your name stands for?

A: It's William.

Q: Your father's name was the same thing, and the W was William as well?

A: Yes, except without the Junior.

Q: Okay, where were you born, Arthur?

A: I was born in West Palm Beach, Florida, in the Good Samaritan Hospital, so I'm
told.

Q: Tell me when.

A: December 9, 1927.

Q: Were you the first child of your parents?

A: Yes, I was.

Q: Did they have others?

A: Yes. There was one younger than me that was stillborn and then three and a half
years after my birth, my brother, James Walter, was born.

Q: So you were raised with that brother?

A: That's right.

Q: How long did you live in South Florida?

A: Until I was four to five years old, probably five.

Q: What did your father do for a living?
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A: Dad was a bank examiner at that time, and the banks were closing because of the
failure of banks throughout the state, and Dad was performing the final
examination of the banks. He was working for the state banking department. So
he was in South Florida closing many of the banks. I say "closing" them but
performing the final examination. When that work was completed, then he was
essentially out of a job. I think he was contacted by the Federal Reserve Bank in
Atlanta to work for them temporarily or to help them out, and he accepted that job
and he went to Atlanta. My mother and brother and I moved up to live with my
grandparents for a short time until my dad was settled and had a place for us all to
live. Then we moved to Atlanta.

Q: When did you come to Alachua County?

A: We moved here to live in 1990 because my grandparents, both paternal and
maternal, had lived here. The paternal grandparents lived out near Newberry and
maternal grandparents lived in Gainesville, so we were here visiting Christmas,
New Years, and Thanksgiving, all the holidays, and spent a lot of time here, both
in Gainesville and out at Newberry on the farm. Then I came to school here.

Q: At the University?

A: Yes, at the University of Florida. My first wife was a Gainesville girl, so we were
coming back to Gainesville repeatedly, not only for football games and so on, but
to visit her parents. I've had such a close relationship with Gainesville all my life,
and my earliest memories are of Gainesville and Newberry, so it's always been
like home to me - much more home than Fort Lauderdale or Atlanta or any of
those places that I lived.

Q: It kind of served as home base.

A: My objective was to come back here eventually for retirement, so we managed to
work that out.

Q: That's wonderful. I should mention for the tape that we have a compact disc of
an audiotape that Arthur's father did. It's about his life as a Florida banker and
some of his experiences, and we may include that and transcribe it as an
addendum to this. But tell me about your grandparents and where they lived.
Your grandparents' names were what?

A: My paternal grandparents were Knut and Naima Saarinen. They were immigrants
in New York City for a relatively short period of time, from Finland. They
discovered - I don't know how - that the Cummer Lumber Company was in need
of carpenters. My grandfather was a ship's carpenter. So they were enticed by a
homestead of 40 acres with the proviso, I believe, that they could buy another 40
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acres. That's what brought them here, along with a number of other Finnish
people from New York City.

Q: Do you know how they traveled here?

A: No, I don't, but from what I've heard, much of the travel was from New York to
Jacksonville by steamer. I've heard my father and my uncle both talk about
traveling between Jacksonville and New York by steamer, but perhaps they came
by train. I just don't know.

Q: Where was their land in relation to Victor and Edith Saarinen's land?

A: Victor and Edith are living on part of that old homestead. The 80 acres has the
three houses. The northernmost is where my grandfather and grandmother lived,
and my grandfather built that house. Then when both grandfather and
grandmother died, my Uncle Albert, who was the third of the four brothers,
moved in there and at some point, Walter, who was the second of the boys, built a
home just south of that. Victor built a home south of that, so the three lived there.
My dad, being the oldest, never lived there. That's the four sons. They came
about 1898 or 1900, somewhere in that period.

Q: Did your grandfather work as a carpenter for the remainder of his time there?

A: Yes, he worked as a carpenter, primarily, as I understand it, building the trestles
for the phosphate mining pits. These trestles were used as rail beds for little
gondolas. They would load up the rock on the gondolas and it would go up the
trestles and dump into the crusher and then into the rail cars below. I never saw
the phosphate being mined, but I remember very clearly seeing the lime-rock,
because after the phosphate industry died out, then the lime-rock came.

Q: That's what Victor was telling me.

A: I can remember seeing those little gondolas. In fact, my dad built a model of
those when I was a child. It was a great model, but I don't know what happened
to it. It's a shame. It's just too bad we don't have things like that.

Q: Oh yes. What do you suppose happened to it?

A: I just can't imagine. I was pretty young when he built it and I don't recall ever
asking him I didn't think about it until some time later. My grandfather built
ship models and he built one for each of the grandchildren. He carved all the sails
and everything. He told me the sails were carved from dogwood. The detail - it's
a little too high for you to see - but he used hardware cloth and would trim off a
little layer and that became the railing of the ship. He would have little sailors
and they were only about this high.
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Q: About an inch high.

A: He would carve those things out and he used watch gears as the wheel. He won
blue ribbons at the county fair - I remember that. That's my prized possession
from my grandparents - that ship model. Unfortunately I don't have such a thing
from my dad, but I would love to have had that model that he made.

Q: What do you remember about Alachua County when you came up here as a child?
You came up for holidays, so probably the whole family was gathered?

A: Sometimes they did. I can remember one Christmas when everyone gathered in
Gainesville at my maternal grandparents' home. I remember it particularly
because they thought it would be a great idea to have the gifts for my brother and
me on Christmas Eve, when everyone was there, so they sent us out of the room
while they brought the things in, and I can remember feeling so self-conscious. I
remember that my gift was a radio, which I had wanted. I was real happy to have
a radio of my own.

Q: How old were you probably?

A: I guess I was probably eight or nine years old.

Q: Now tell me about your maternal grandparents.

A: Okay. They were Dudley and Josephine Gillespie.

Q: Where did they live?

A: I can remember a lot of different places on the east side of Gainesville, but I know
it was somewhere in the Duck Pond area. I tried to find the house. I've seen a lot
of them that look like it. Sometimes across on the south side of University. I just
haven't been able to pin down which of the houses it was. They eventually lived
in a big apartment building - big old white frame apartment building - that was
owned by my aunt and uncle. It was directly behind the Eastside School, which is
now the Kirby-Smith school board headquarters. Well, directly behind that was a
big white frame building and that's where they lived until they had to go to a
nursing home. They came here from Tennessee. My mother has done a very
detailed genealogy and traced it back to three Gillespie brothers, who came into
Richmond back in the 18h Century. Then the family migrated from there down
into Alabama and then back to Tennessee. Then they came here and lived in Lake
Butler. Then their house burned and they lost everything. I don't know how they
ended up in Newberry, but they did come to Newberry. They lived in a house
near my paternal grandparents. I don't know who owned the home, but I
remember I stayed there a few times when I was little. They ultimately moved
into Gainesville.
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Q: For the record, spell Gillespie for us.

A: Gillespie - Marion Dudley Gillespie. That just came to my mind.

Q: Okay. And Josephine.

A: She was called Josie. They had four daughters and one son. The son was the
youngest. The oldest was my mother, and her name was Elsie Blanche Gillespie.
She was about twelve years old when they came here, so she grew up sometimes
in Lake Butler, but mostly in Newberry, and she went to Newberry High School.
That's where she met my father. After graduation, she went to Florida State
College for Women. She took some summer school courses here at the
University of Florida and graduated from Florida State College for Women. She
had a lifetime teaching certificate and taught school in Tallahassee, and I think,
also, in Apalachicola for a while. Then she came and taught at Lake Butler, and
when she and Dad were married, Dad was here in school. I'm getting a little
ahead of myself but anyway, he had left the University because he could not
afford not to work in the summer, but to graduate at that time you had to go to
military camp, so he was unable to do that and he was told he would never
graduate if he didn't do that, so he said if he wasn't going to graduate, then he
would do something different, so he finished his schooling at Massey Business
School in Jacksonville. Then he worked in Newberry as the first teller, I believe,
at the bank in Newberry.

Q: Yes, your dad talked about being one of two employees.

A: That's right. Anyway, after they were married, he had a job with the state
banking department and he moved first of all to Vero Beach. That's when Dad
began to be involved in the bank closings.

Q: When you were a child, growing up with your brothers, did your mother stay
home or did she do some work?

A: No, she was a homemaker entirely.

Q: Where did you start school? Did you start in Newberry?

A: No, I started school in Atlanta. I started when I was five years old and I went
through seven years of grade school. They had four years of high school, so we
only had eleven grades, so I ended up graduating when I was sixteen years old.
That was during the war. I wanted to come to the University of Florida very
badly, but at that time there was so little going on at the University. Most of the
faculty were gone, and transportation between Atlanta and Gainesville would
have been difficult, so I decided I would go to Georgia Tech. I started Georgia
Tech right after graduating from high school.
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Q: What year was that?

A: This was in 1944. I had three semesters in Georgia Tech. During that period, in
1945, my father was offered a job in Fort Lauderdale, which he accepted, so he
and mother moved to Fort Lauderdale and that became our home. I stayed on at
Georgia Tech for three semesters and then went to the University of Florida for
one semester to see how I liked it, and I loved it so I elected to stay there. After
one semester, then I had to go in the Army because the draft was still on. The GI
Bill was going to expire on September 12"h, or something like that, and they had
deliberately had a draft holiday because they didn't want to bring in more people
who would be eligible for the GI Bill, so in order to take advantage of the GI Bill,
I enlisted in the regular Army two days before, on September 10, 1946. I had my
basic training at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, in Maryland, and then was selected
to be in a cadre school. The cadre were the drill sergeants at basic training, so I
went through the cadre school, starting with about 70 some odd, and only 13 of us
graduated. We were supposed to go to Fort Campbell, Kentucky, but things
changed and all of a sudden I found myself on a ship going to Yokohama, Japan.
So I spent a year in Japan. My enlistment was only for 18 months and because I
didn't use any of my leave time, I was discharged in December 1947.

Q: When you went to Japan, what was your responsibility? What was your job?

A: I was first assigned to the Motor Pool because my basic training had been in
Ordnance. They had told me that I would be in the Corps of Engineers, but that
didn't happen.

Q: Like so many things in life.

A: Right, and especially in the Army. So they assigned me to the Motor Pool. I was
about 19 and weighed about 135 pounds, so when that big First Sergeant in the
Motor Pool saw me, he took one look at me and said, "You go over there and sit
down and I'll get back to you later." The Motor Pool, of course, was driving
great big trucks. We didn't have tanks or anything like that, but it was big 6-
wheel trucks, 6 x 6 trucks. He couldn't quite picture me driving one, and I
couldn't either. Anyway, I sat down for the first two or three days, not doing
anything. I was reading magazines and so on. I found out as I began to get
acquainted with people in the barracks that there was another soldier there from
engineering school at Texas A&M. In fact, I think he had graduated and had a
degree. He told me that they needed people in what he called the Post Engineers.
Now the Ordnance Depot had no provision in their table of organization for
engineers, but there were many things that needed to be done at the big base in
Yokohama. The major, who was called the "Post Engineer", had been a bartender
and he had gone somehow into bomb disposal as a Lieutenant. Anyway,
advancement was quite rapid in bomb disposal, so now he was a Major but knew
nothing about engineering - absolutely nothing. So he had a Lieutenant who was
also not particularly knowledgeable, but they were in charge of all the
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construction and related things for this huge base. The person that I had met in
the barracks told me about it and said they were really looking for people who had
some engineering or architectural background, so I went over and was
interviewed by the Lieutenant and the Major, and they said they would arrange a
transfer immediately. I took my transfer orders to the First Sergeant, and he was
the happiest person!

Q: He still hadn't thought of anything for you to do.

A: I don't know who was happier - the First Sergeant or myself. Anyway, we
eventually had four or five people on the Post Engineers staff. This Ordnance, the
229 h Ordnance, provided all the ordnance for all of the troops in Japan, Korea,
and the Philippines, so we had an enormous amount of equipment coming in. We
had a tire repair company and, in fact, we had ammunition, too. Ammunition
depots and a huge warehouse. The barracks were in an old office building, and
the warehouse, which was about 20 acres and a roof, were owned by General
Motors. I can tell you truly everything around was in ruins. I could stand up on
the second floor, and I could look out and as far as I could see, there was nothing
but just smokestacks. There were no buildings at all. Closer by, there were some
twisted steel wrecks of buildings, but they had hardly touched the General Motors
property at all. We had another satellite base at the Ford plant, which was several
miles away, and it was also lightly damaged. Now I talked with a guy who was a
bombardier and had bombed Yokohama and I said, "You did a wonderful job of
protecting U.S. owned property," and he said, "That was pure luck." He said they
dropped what they had and took off. I suppose part of it was because it was more
fireproof. The big damage was fire related. There was a Victrola billboard. I'm
trying to think of the name of the company, but I can't now. Anyway, they had a
building there.

Q: RCA or something like that?

A: RCA Victor. That may have been. Anyway, their point was that they had not
been blasted, but they had burned and the steel, of course, as soon as it gets a
certain temperature, it begins to really twist and buckle. It was just a mess.
Beyond those two buildings, there was nothing standing. It was just a few little
shacks that had been built since, but it was really devastation.

Anyway, I was there and was eventually given orders to come home. They were
discharging people a little early, and I had not used my leave time, so I came
home to Fort Lauderdale on Christmas Day, 1947.

Q: All right, and your folks were glad to see you home, I'm sure.

A: Yes.

Q: Then did you go back to school?
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A: Yes. I came back to school in February for the second semester. At that time, the
semesters ended in late January and the new semester began in February.

Q: And this was at the University of Florida?

A: Yes. I came back. That was in '48 and I graduated in June of 1950.

Q: You had a degree in what?

A: Civil engineering.

Q: And that was a baccalaureate degree?

A: Yes. At that time, environmental engineering was not known but what was
known was called sanitary engineering. It was part of civil engineering. They
called it the sanitary option, so I graduated with the civil engineering, sanitary
option. I was offered a fellowship at Harvard and turned it down. I was engaged
to be married and it was really scary at that time because it looked like we were
going to be back at war. The Korean situation was getting very hot, and I
thought, "Gee, I've had a lot of school and I think I would like to try married
life," so I decided not to do it. I was a little afraid to go to Boston anyway. Other
than my military experience, I had never been out of the South. I can remember I
had a little concern about going up to Boston in the cold weather and how I could
handle that. Anyway, I turned it down, so that was the end of my formal
education.

Q: Backing up a little bit, how did you decide on an engineering career? Why did
that appeal to you?

A: Well, I've always liked to do things with my hands, to build things. When I was
in high school, I built little electric motors and crystal radio sets and things with
carpentry, and I guess it sort of comes from the family.

Q: I was going to say that I think maybe it was passed on.

A: My Uncle Walter was involved in heavy construction and Victor was involved in
heavy construction. Albert was a farmer, and Dad was a banker, but there were
two that were involved in engineering and construction, so I suppose I got my
desires from them. I did real well in mathematics and sciences in, school.

Q: So you married your fiancee. You met her where?

A: Here. She was a coed, one of the first coeds at the University. We were married
in June 1950. I graduated June 5, 1950.
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Q: What was her name?

A: Her name was Mary Jane Emig.

Q: You said she was a Gainesville girl?

A: Yes. Her father was a professor in the Journalism Department.

Q: Where did you live?

A: My first job was in Jacksonville with the Florida State Board of Health, Bureau of
Sanitary Engineering. That was not my first choice of jobs but jobs were pretty
scarce at that time. So I took that job and despised it. I hated Jacksonville and I
didn't like the kind of work I was doing with the state. It was just not challenging
and I just didn't enjoy it at all. We were in a little building in the Jacksonville
shipyard. It was very uncomfortable and dusty and hot. This was before
everybody had air-conditioning, so it was sort of a miserable place to work. Of
course, I communicated this to my dad, not that I was looking for a new job but
that I was unhappy. He called me one day and said, "I was in conversation with
one of the County Commissioners, and they're trying to get a new County
Engineer for Broward County. Do you think you might be interested?" I said,
"Absolutely I would be." I sent my resume, and they knew me as a student
anyway, so I was given the job and we moved to Fort Lauderdale.

Q: How did that work out?

A: Well, that worked out initially not very great. For one thing, they had told me that
the County Engineer was an elderly man who wanted to retire. They wanted him
to retire. I had the opportunity, if I passed the professional engineer's exam, to
replace him and be the County Engineer. It didn't take but about two weeks of
working there for this County Engineer to tell me, "I don't know what they've
promised you, but if you think you're going to take my place, you're going to
think again. I'm going to work here until I die." And he did, but I didn't. After
almost a year, I had a call from a consulting engineer in Fort Lauderdale. He had
had a consulting engineering business for some time by himself, and he had been
City Manager for a while and City Engineer, and he called me and said he had
just been given a contract to design a new water system for the City of Fort
Lauderdale and he wanted to recruit me and a person that I had known at Georgia
Tech, named Julian Ross, and he wanted us to come and work for him. I accepted
it in a second! I wanted to get into consulting. That had been my first choice. So
I started work with J.H. Philpottt in Fort Lauderdale on December 10, 1951. It's
complicated, but it turns out that I'm still working with that company as a
consultant.

Q: Good for you!
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A: Now, Julian Ross started the same day that I did, so he and I worked for Mr.
Philpott and after we both became registered professional engineers, he offered us
the opportunity to be junior partners, which we accepted. Then we changed the
name of the firm to Philpott, Ross and Saarinen. That was in about 1954, I
believe.

Q: So that was a nice fit.

A: Yes. I just loved that work. I just ate it up.

Q: What was it that appealed to you?

A: I enjoyed working with water-related projects, and conservation type things. To
build something like that. Here I was. We would be working in the office,
drawing the plans, and then we would award the construction contract so then we
would go out and oversee, on behalf of the owner, the construction. This was
everything from drilling wells, watching the wells being drilled, and I had never
seen anything like this before. Then pipe lines being constructed. I can
remember the pipe was coming in on rail cars. This was cast iron pipe. The
interesting thing is that even these pipes were about 18 feet long and some of
them were 24" in diameter, when you picked them up with a crane with hooks on
either end, if you hit them with a hammer, you could tell if they had cracks in
them by the sound. If they were sound, they would go binggg; if they were
cracked, they would go clunk, like a watermelon or something. I had to stand up
there with a hammer while they picked these pipes up and test them to be sure
they were not cracked. There were all sorts of interesting things like that. I was
just learning my trade, as you can imagine.

Then the water plant construction began, and of course that was fascinating.
Heavy concrete construction and putting all the equipment in and seeing it get
started. I figured I had seen some of this, but nothing like that experience.

Q: What an opportunity.

A: I was just in my glory. We worked on that project for several years until it was
complete. Things were really starting to grow in Fort Lauderdale and Broward
County at that time, and there was work, work, work. We didn't have to look for
it. The telephone would ring and it would be the City Manager saying they
needed some help. They needed a new wastewater plant or water plant. We
started hiring people and we grew up to 50 or more people. Then Philpott was
beginning to taper off. It was just about that time that he was beginning to taper
off, and along came the most interesting project that I had in my career. He had a
call from the Corps of Engineers at Jacksonville, asking if we would be interested
in an industrial water supply system for NASA at the Cape. He said we would
like to know about it so they would send us the material and they needed to hear
from us right away. It was urgent that they get it done. I remember that I went
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down on a Saturday to the post office box and pulled this big package out. Well,
what it turned out to be was a huge pumping facility for the water to cool the
tower for the Apollo series. These were the moon shots. At that time, the launch
platform was made of steel and, of course, the heat from the rocket would melt
the steel so they had to cool it. It required enormous amounts of water that they
poured on the launch platform to keep it cool. In fact, you may remember that
you saw pictures of it with all this cloud that looked like smoke. It wasn't smoke;
it was steam from all this water that was being poured on it. Anyway, the
pumping station was located about two miles from the launch. This was Launch
Complex 39A, and it was about two miles away. They were concerned that if one
of these rockets exploded what it might do, so our building was the closest
structure to that complex, other than the pad itself. The building had to be
designed for blast over-pressure, equivalent to an atomic bomb going off on the
pad. The other thing was that we had to provide 30,000 gallons per minute at 230
pounds per square inch at the pad. We didn't do any of the work on the pad. We
just delivered the water. It was to be pumped using three pumps powered by
diesel engines. The engines turned out to be locomotive engines, so each one had
about a 2000 horsepower engine on it and then two small pumps that were just
used for fire, in case they had a fire. It didn't have anything to do with the water.
The interesting thing was that the pumps had to be operated at something like 85
or 90% of their capacity for 16 hours continually, without anyone being in the
building, and when the demand was needed at the pad, there had to be a valve,
which immediately closed and diverted all the water to the pad. This was very
challenging and we learned a lot of things. One was that in order to keep those
pumps operating and the engines operating near their maximum capacity, the
pumps had to be running, so you had to circulate the water. At 30,000 gallons a
minute, you couldn't waste it but circulate the water. We had a big steel tank and
would take the water from the steel tank and then pump it back into the steel tank.
That was fine, but there was so much energy involved that it was enough to heat
the water so hot that the pumps couldn't function, so we had to work out a scheme
for bleeding off a certain amount of water in order to keep the water temperature
down so the pumps would operate properly and wouldn't cavitate. The valve
turned out to be a very special valve with a special design by a company. I can't
describe it without drawing pictures, but anyway, it turned out very well. The
whole project functioned well. We were under budget and came in on time, but
we really worked on that job. When we first told them we were interested, they
said to come up to the Cape. They had moved the people that were involved in
NASA to Canaveral and they called it the Canaveral District. They told us to
come to Canaveral so they could negotiate the contract right away, but in the
meantime to get started on the project. So we managed to get:some of it started
and the three of us - Philpott, Ross and I - went up to Canaveral and negotiated
the contract. It probably was the best contract they ever negotiated. We were so
eager and not particularly astute about negotiating a contract with the federal
government. They probably gloated over the contract. We didn't make a lot of
money, but we sure enjoyed it. That was right at the 4t of July. I can't remember
whether we started before the 4th or just after, but it was right around the 4th of
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July. I know that was the last day off that any of us had until what used to be
Armistice Day, November 11th. We worked seven days a week. Most days were
12 or 13 hours. Usually Saturday and Sunday, we just worked maybe 8 or 9
hours. We really pushed, but it was fascinating. It really was. They invited us up
to see one of the launches from the VIP place. That was the most challenging and
certainly the most interesting project of my whole career.

Q: How thrilling! When they offer you something like that and you know it's
difficult and you know there are all these questions, but it is so thrilling taking
little steps to find those answers and figure out a way. It's hard to explain to
somebody.

A: One of my very best friends in Atlanta and I used to play Buck Rogers, and I
remember when Neil Armstrong stepped out on the moon, I thought, "Well, I
helped get him there."

Q: Absolutely!

A: That came very early in my career actually. It was fascinating.

Q: Life is like that. It was done well and, as you say, under budget. Then good
things happen after that. Your reputation precedes you and that's a wonderful
thing to look back on.

A: Anyway, South Florida was growing, and we grew with South Florida. We didn't
have a lot of new clients. Our clients just grew. Fort Lauderdale grew. Dania,
Hallandale, Boca Raton.

Q: You did a lot of governmental, city government projects?

A: That was most of our workload - city and county projects. We needed to get
more management help. Philpott was beginning to taper off quite a bit, and Ross
was really not interested in management. He was a great engineer. I kept trying
to get him to share some of the management responsibilities but he just wouldn't
do it. He would say he would, but then he never would do it. The only thing he
did was the payroll, but he wouldn't deal with personnel.

Q: Did you like that part of the business?

A: I hated that. I didn't mind the business part. I liked that, but I didn't like trying to
deal with the human resource problems and hiring and firing and all that. I don't
think many people like that. But anyway, I did it. We tried to bring in more
people. We had some engineers, but we didn't think any of them held the kind of
promise we were looking for. My cousin, on my maternal side, had received his
Master's Degree here at the University of Florida. I had been an influence, I
guess, on what he studied because he graduated with a Master's Degree in
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Environmental Engineering. I knew that he had taken a scholarship with the
Public Health Service, so he had a commitment to go with them after he
graduated. Public Health Service at that time had a certain amount of connection
some way with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, so he had ended up out in Arizona
on an Indian reservation doing work that wasn't terribly challenging and I knew
he was interested in something else, so I called him and offered him a job with us.
He came with us. His name was Charles Bolton. So he came, and we continued
to grow and we needed someone who had more knowledge of water projects. We
had grown but we hadn't reached the point where we could step out into some of
these big projects. He knew, and I knew somewhat of an engineer, who was here
in Gainesville working for Black, Crow & Eidsness, which became CH2M Hill.
His name was Carlton Wilder. So I came up here. He was living in an apartment
on 340 Street just south of University, some of those Tudor type.

Q: Oh yes, I know where you mean.

A: Not the ones right on the corer. Anyway, I came up and interviewed him and
offered him a job, and he accepted, so now we had Wilder. When we brought
him in, Philpott had retired and he died shortly after that. So we formed Ross,
Saarinen, Bolton & Wilder, and we operated for six or seven years. One day, out
of the blue, we had a call from the president of a larger firm in Boston, and he
wanted to know if we would be interested in talking about a merger. I was very
much opposed to it, but the other guys felt it wouldn't hurt to listen, so he came
down and we liked what he had to say, which was basically this: They wanted to
have a Southern operation. They had no offices in the South and hadn't been able
to get much work because they didn't have offices in the South, and they would
be willing to let us have the responsibility for all of the South and they would be
willing to put me on the Board of Directors. We told them we didn't want to just
sell out, and they said they would trade their stock for ours. Then we would be
shareholders in their company. That sounded pretty good. About that time, we
still wanted to expand and we had hired a young man whom we all knew because
he was the son of one of the professors in the Environmental Department here at
the University. His name was Tom Furman, Jr., and his dad was Tom Furman,
Sr. We had been able to hire him. He was not a partner at that time, but we had
promised that if we ever did merge or anything, we would immediately make him
a partner so he would benefit from it. So then there were five of us. The merger
went through, and we became part of Camp Dresser & McKee. At that time their
headquarters were in Boston, but now it's in Cambridge. They had about 500
employees, and we had about 50, so it was about a 10 to 1 ratio. We ended up
owning 16% of the stock of the parent company, and we felt pretty good about it.
We liked working with them. It was a good match. Not all mergers are. I don't
think they had any as successful as this one was. We wanted to expand so I sent
Wilder up to Atlanta. He was from Atlanta originally and he wanted to go back,
so sending him there was good. I sent Tom Furman to Clearwater. Bolton stayed
in Fort Lauderdale and ran things, and I was sort of operating all around. We
started going all over the South, including work for the city of Atlanta. In
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Clearwater, we were the first engineers for Tampa Bay. It is called Tampa Bay
Water now, but at that time it was the West Coast Regional Water Supply
Authority. We had 70 or 80 people in Clearwater and probably 20 or 30 in
Atlanta, and then we opened an office in Orlando with over 100 people. We were
having a great time! I just loved the work, and we got along fine with the people
in Boston.

In the meantime, I had married Phyllis.

Q: What year was that?

A: That was in 1979. She didn't like Fort Lauderdale, and I knew it. I told her we
would try to get away.

Q: Where was she from?

A: She was originally from Philadelphia. She was born there but she was raised
overseas. Her father was with the Voice of America, so she lived in Morocco,
Hawaii, Sri Lanka and Germany.

Q: Exotic places.

A: She spent a lot of time in Munich. She graduated from high school in West Berlin
and had come back and was living in Fairfax, Virginia. She was employed by a
company that was acquired by Camp Dresser & McKee. They transferred her to
Boston because she had so many skills that they could use there. It was on one of
my trips to Boston as a member of the Board of Directors that I met Phyllis. I
was divorced at that time, so that was where the match was made. So we were
married in 1979.

Q: But the South Florida scene was not for her.

A: Well, she didn't particularly like it but she was very patient about it and I told her
we'd get out when we could. This was before Orlando got going great guns, but I
could see that was a great potential market. I told her I would just pick up and
move up there because that was the best way to get things going. So I moved to
Orlando and that got us a little bit closer to Gainesville.

Q: That's true.

A: We lived there for about eight years and then I told them I was going to retire.
They said, "You can't retire. If you retire from what you're doing, we'll give you
a new job." I said, "Fine. I will only continue if I can live in Gainesville." They
said, "Okay. We've got one man in Gainesville now doing some work with the
University, so we'll let you have an office there and you can work out of
Gainesville." At that time they had Delta and Eastern flying in, so it was pretty
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good and I could get around. I was not doing any work in Florida. In fact, I was
working more in Latin America than anywhere else. So that's what brought me
back to Gainesville.

One pretty important part of it was that I've been married three times. Phyllis is
my third wife. My son from my second marriage happened to be the youngest of
the three - Phyllis had two children by a previous marriage. My son was the
youngest of those three. He was in school at Boles in Jacksonville. I was
traveling a lot and Phyllis was trying to work and go to school and things like
that, so we decided he would do better in a boarding school, so he was at Boles.
At that time, I was finishing a term as president of a large international
organization in Washington, D.C., and attending the annual conference there,
when I got a call from Jacksonville from the Baptist Hospital that my son was
there and suspected to have leukemia. We packed up and left immediately and
caught the next plane to Jacksonville. By then, they had completed the diagnosis
and he did have leukemia. The doctor at that time was part of the faculty here at
U.F. - Dr. Patel. He said, "If I were you, I would get him to Gainesville as soon
as you can." We said we could do that right away. We had already planned on
moving. We were going to build a house out on property that I had bought from
my Uncle Walter, so it was originally my grandfather and grandmother's
property. So, that just speeded up the move, and we came up and rented a place
out at West End village. Justin went into Shands and he eventually had a bone
marrow transplant and recovered. That was 15 years ago now, and he's just as
healthy as he could possibly be.

Q: What a terrible scare though.

A: Oh yes. It was just terrible.

Q: My question is, I guess, that they won't let you retire so they've got you still as
consultant?

A: Yes, but very little. I am committed to one day a month and many months I don't
even do that.

Q: That's the joy of being retired.

A: Well, they use me pretty much to keep contact with the University of Florida
because we hire a lot of Florida graduates.

Q: How ideal.

A: I maintain that contact. I have on some occasions talked to some of the profs
about promising students, to see if they are people we might want to employ.

Q: Did you say you've done some adjunct teaching?
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A: I did that for about five years, but none since. I finally decided I would work on
retirement. Even though it was only day a week, it was still a lot.

Q: It takes a lot of preparation. It certainly does.

A: So I quit that. One of the things I was doing as adjunct was teaching a course in
environmental engineering ethics. So the company, Camp Dresser & McKee -
I'll call it CDM from now on - was preparing an ethics manual for the whole
company. When you have a full range of people from clerks to mail room people,
all the way up to senior engineers and scientists, you have a tremendous range of
ethical type problems. They asked me to help out with the manual for the
engineering people, so I've done some work on that. I probably will be doing
some more on it.

Q: We were going to go back and make sure that we listed your children.

A: Well, my first child with Mary Jane was a girl, Mary Louise.

Q: What year was she born?

A: She was born in 1951.

Q: How did you like fatherhood?

A: It was fine, except I was working so many hours. I look back on it as really a sad
mistake I made in life, but I don't know what I could have done otherwise. But I
didn't spend enough time with her or her sister, Linda, who was born in 1954.
Both girls grew up in Fort Lauderdale and went to high school at Nova High
School, which was brand new at that time. Mary Louise, upon graduation,
decided to go to the University of Georgia. My, oh my! Enticements and
everything else, but she went to the University of Georgia because she wanted to
do graphic arts and she felt they had a good program. She graduated there in Fine
Arts.

Her sister, Linda, did come to school here and graduated with a degree in
Broadcast Journalism. While she was here, her last year or so, she developed
anorexia nervosa, which is really a terrible, terrible thing. She was in her early
20's at that time. Usually it comes on earlier. She struggled with that. She was
working here for Water and Air Research when I had a call from a psychologist
here who said, "I've been trying to help your daughter, and I have now diagnosed
what she has as something that I cannot handle. You need to see a psychiatrist."
It scared the life out of me at the time. He told me it was anorexia nervosa, which
I had never heard of before. So I came up - dropped everything and drove up
here, picked up Linda and took her back to Fort Lauderdale. I called our family
physician and got the name of a psychiatrist and took her to see the psychiatrist,
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whom I didn't like and she didn't either, but anyway, he was mishandling her
very badly. She promised him and me she would start at least drinking some of
these nutrition drinks. One morning, very soon after, she just was gone. I didn't
know where she had gone. She had packed up and disappeared. I think I had left
the house, or something, and when I came back she was gone. I couldn't find her.
I kept trying to call her here in Gainesville and eventually she answered and she
said she had decided to come back. She didn't think there was anything in Fort
Lauderdale that was going to do her any good. She didn't really recognize that
she had a problem. I arranged to take her to Boston for help. There was a clinic
in Boston and my family physician thought that would be a good place to take
her. So I took her there and they put her into the Deaconess Hospital and she did
extremely well there. She got some weight back and began to eat. She liked
Boston and thought she would like to stay there and work with those people, so
she decided to stay in Boston. She found a job there, which she didn't
particularly like but it was paying her way until she could find something better.
It was evident that she was depressed.

Q: Was she still seeing somebody?

A: Off and on, but I would find out who they were and try to make an appointment to
see them. Number one, they won't tell you anything, you know, because she was
an adult. They didn't really indicate to me how serious it was. She saw several
different psychiatrists but continued to get more and more depressed. When I
would go up and try to see her and have dinner together, she would order
something and when the waiter would bring it, she would start finding fault with
it and say, "I'm not going to eat that." It was just a ruse. She was back doing this
business of not eating and was just skinny as a rail. She was a beautiful girl, but
she became a wreck. Finally, she was working for the Harvard Business School
library and living in Cambridge, and she wouldn't see me. There was nothing I
could do because the apartment was secure and if she didn't give permission, I
couldn't get in to see her. She would talk to me on the phone and appreciated me
calling and liked for me to call. I could tell she was very happy when I would call
her. I said, "I would like to see you while I'm here." She would give me some
reason why she couldn't. That went on for a while and then one day I was in Fort
Lauderdale on a business trip and Phyllis called me and said, "We heard from the
coroner in Cambridge, and they found Linda's body. She took her life." A tragic
end to a person I thought was very promising. She was just a sweet, outgoing
child.

Q: It is such a terrible disease.

A: I think she was in this depression basically that brought the whole thing on. I
don't think anyone really understands at all. At least I don't hear much about it. I
don't know how successful they are now, but I was told by several people that
suicide was a very likely outcome.
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Q: How old was she when she died?

A: She was just short of her 30t birthday. She struggled with it for about eight
years. Anyway, Mary Lou had a high school friend, who had graduated from
Wellesley, I believe, and she wanted Mary Lou to come to Boston and visit her.
After graduation from college, they went on a tour of Europe together. They were
close buddies, so she wanted Mary Lou to come and visit her, which she did. She
fell in love with Boston and she said, "Dad, I want to go there and find a job."
She did and she worked as a graphic artist and eventually met a young man from
Michigan that she liked very much. She cared for him a great deal and they were
married. He was a graduate of Northeastern University and was working for
Fidelity and doing very well. He had some family money. His father had died at
an early age and left him a sum of money in a trust, so he was pretty well off.
They bought a beautiful home and kept doing well, but he was tight-fisted. It was
just incredible. When I would go visit, I couldn't believe that the house would be
so cold. I'd be shivering and the kids were running around with runny noses and
everything, and he just refused to turn the heat up. It cost money to heat the
house! It was things like that all the time. I found it a little hard to like him very
much, but anyway they eventually were divorced. But he had done so well and
Mary Lou ended up quite well off. She had her own studio at home, and she does
marvelous work. She started getting interested in running and in doing sports and
then got into cross-country skiing and snowshoeing and snow skating with those
little bitty short skis. Every year she races up Mt. Washington and does very well
in her age group.

Q: Incredible!

A: She kept doing more and more things and this year during February and April she
went to Africa and climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro. Then she went to Arizona for a
week with her youngest son and then went to Norway and was in the World Cup
Senior Championship for cross-country skiing at Lillehammer. Then she ran in
the Boston Marathon.

Q: Oh my gosh.

A: And she's now in training for the Iron Man thing. That mile and a half swim,
112-mile bicycle race, and then a 26-mile run.

Q: Yes, that's right.

A: She's training to do that. She's just amazing. That's what she loves to do and she
spends all her time in strict training. She has a personal trainer. I understand
she's well known in New England by people in those circles. She's now living in
Maine and she has three children. The oldest is a daughter, who was just married.
She graduated from the University of Richmond with a business degree and is
working for an advertising agency in Boston. She married a young man there that
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I don't know too well. The second child was a son and he graduated from Union
College in Schenectady, N.Y., in engineering. The youngest son is in prep
school. Being up there, I haven't seen a lot of them.

Q: I can understand that. You were married a second time?

A: Yes, I was married a second time to a woman named Jacqueline Smith. We were
married for five years. The problem was that only half of that time was any
quality, sad to say. Justin was born of that marriage, and he has been just great. I
realize that I did not spend enough time with my daughters as they grew up. We
were never really close. I was a little closer to Linda. I take the blame for it.

Q: It's not an uncommon theme. Our culture believes that the man is to earn a living.

A: I used to say that. I can remember saying that to my wife. I said, "Look, it's my
job to go to work and earn the money, so you're going to have to take care of the
kids." It was a terrible mistake and I realize it and I swore when Justin came
along I was not going to let that happen, so we spent a lot of time together,
especially after he became estranged with his mother. I was taking care of him
most of the time, not that she wouldn't do it. She did but I think I had the most
responsibility. When we were divorced, the custody battle became pretty bitter. I
won't go into a lot of detail, but eventually she agreed that he would live with us.
By then I had married Phyllis, and she agreed that he would live with us but
would visit her some. That never materialized particularly, so Justin basically
from about three years of age was raised by us.

Q: Where is he now?

A: He is now in Orlando. He came to school here, and graduated with a degree in
geography. He has completed all his Master's work and his thesis. He's just
waiting to defend his thesis and he will have his Master in Science degree. He
has a job with guess who? Camp Dresser & McKee! In Orlando. Which he did
himself. I didn't arrange it. I said, "Justin, I'll tell you. It's a good company. If
you find that they have work which would be interesting to you, keep in mind
you're not an engineer and it's an engineering company. While they employ a lot
of scientists, it's still basically an engineering company. You have to keep that in
mind." He interviewed with them and decided that it was the company he wanted
to work for, so they employed him. He's working in Orlando and living in New
Smyrna Beach and commuting, which he finds better than commuting from
Sanford, which is where he was living before. You've really,:got to get out of
Orlando to get anything you can afford. So, before he graduated, he met a woman
here that he's just crazy about, and we are, too. She's just a beautiful, intelligent
person. They're engaged now and will be married next April. She just graduated
with her Master's Degree in Entomology. She's working with the Lepidoptera
Center at the Museum of Natural History.
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Q: Oh yes. That's coming along fast.

A: We went to the introduction the other night.

Q: That's going to be wonderful. Now you said you had some land out there near
Newberry, is that right?

A: Yes. When my grandmother died, my grandfather had accumulated, I guess, 600
or 700 acres altogether. There was 480 acres that were sort of off away from the
old homestead. He took that 480 acres and divided it equally between the four
sons. So, my Uncle Walter had 120 acres, and he had no children at all so he
decided that he wanted to sell and offered it to us. So we bought the 120 acres
from Uncle Walter and it had been my dream to build a home there. After Phyllis
and I were married in Massachusetts, on our way to Fort Lauderdale, we stopped
here and I was very anxious to see what she was going to think of this Florida
forest, because it was a forest out here. We were walking around and we stopped
in a particular place and were looking around, and I looked and I saw tears
running down her cheek. I said, "You just passed the acid test. I'm glad you like
it because this is where I would like to someday live." She agreed. She liked it,
too. So that was our common goal.

When we came to Gainesville, we set out to build a house. Then she decided,
since she was here, she wanted to get her Master's Degree, so we bought her an
apartment, a town house in Lenox, and she lived there while she was going to
school and I was taking care of Justin and living in West End and getting the
house started. We built a house, but it didn't turn out the way we had hoped it
would for a lot of reasons, but anyway we built a house and everything seemed to
be fine until actually the day after I retired, we sort of had the formal retirement
party. I would no longer be employed but became a consultant. We picked up the
paper and read that Florida Rock was proposing to build a cement plant right
across the street from my relatives and about two miles from where we lived.
Seeing what happened in Fort Lauderdale and seeing what happened in Orlando,
I'm going to build a house right in the middle of that 120 acres and then I won't
have to worry about what goes on, but I didn't think about what I could breathe
through the air. We decided that two miles away, maybe it wouldn't bother us but
it sure was going to bother the old folks who lived right across the street. They
were pretty defenseless. Vic has two daughters and Albert has one daughter, and
they are all living somewhere else and didn't seem to be too interested in whether
it was built or not. It was going to be up to us to see what we could do.

So I got into it and I expected it to be a great opportunity to see what was going
on. I began to find out from the neighbors how upset they were. They were
looking for someone who would take leadership. I said, "Well, okay, I'll devote
some time to this." Then I began to find out how Florida Rock was lying and how
many lies they had told, and how they had deceived the county and the city about
what they were going to do out there. I just got angrier and angrier and the more
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angry I was, the more committed I became. We both were consumed in that. I
don't know whether you were here then or not.

Q: Yes, but way on the periphery.

A: It was constantly in the papers and the phone was ringing all the time. It was so
hard. We were up against a company that had a lot of resources, a lot of people
working for them, and as fast as we would try to cover one thing, they would start
something else. Then we began to lose the court cases, one after the other. Some
of it we largely financed ourselves and we put a lot of money into the thing. We
finally didn't have much more legal recourse, so one of the county commissioners
at that time, who had not been in office when they were given approval, said,
"Why don't you consider an amendment to the charter by referendum, which you
can do by petition." So we went to the U.F. Law School and talked to Joe Little
and Joe said it could work, so we set about to develop a Clean Air Ordinance and
see if we could get it passed by referendum. We worked on that for the better part
of two years, and we lost by just a few votes, which maybe was a good thing. The
ordinance would have been very difficult to enforce if they wanted to try to
challenge it. It would have been in court for a long time and would have been a
very messy thing. The best hope we had was that they would just give up and
say, "If they don't want us, we'll just move on."

Q: It hasn't been their pattern.

A: No. Anyway, after that failed, I said, "That's it." By then we could both see the
effect on our health. I developed gastroesophageal reflux disease. There's a long
story on that. At the same time, we were tired of the drive into town. All the
friends we had made were in Gainesville. The people we met in the country were
not antisocial. I describe them as being asocial. You know they lived out there in
the country because they hunt, they raise horses and cattle, and, in fact, my
brother had built his house nearby. The same thing with the new owners. He sold
his house and moved away and we went over to meet the new owners, who were
our nearest neighbors, and he told us in no uncertain terms, "I don't intend to be a
good neighbor. I just want to be left alone." There was a smile on his face, but he
really meant it. Things like that made us wonder about living there, and it was a
long drive, so we finally said, "Let's just think about moving." Well, this cement
plant thing had sort of destroyed the emotional ties that I had with that land. I
loved it so much and when all this happened, it made it easier to sell my house.
So we sold the house and built a home in Gainesville on N.W. 24e Street that we
dearly love. It was the hardest thing in the world to decide to,sell that property,
but we did.

Q: Now the land that you first built that house on, that's north of where Vic's land
is?

A: No, it's east, almost due east. It's on 186 th Street. You know where that is.
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Q: Yes.

A: The family owned actually a mile from 36th Avenue all the way to 46th Avenue
plus a quarter of a mile south.

Q: Ann Hare - Ann Leivonen - lives north of there. Is that right?

A: That's north and west.

Q: Okay, now I've got my bearings.

A: Anyway, we took the north 40 acres, on which our house was located, and we
divided that into three pieces, one of which includes the house. We sold one of
the pieces to a professor here at the University, and we ended up selling the house
and the other piece to a single woman. The south 80 acres we didn't want to sell.
I didn't want to see it developed, so we gave it as a gift to the Alachua
Conservation Trust.

Q: Wonderful!

A: So it's now the Saarinen Preserve and is owned lock, stock and barrel by the
ACT. That will stay the way it is.

Q: Undeveloped. That's wonderful.

I'm wondering if we can go back. I have a few questions about what you knew of
your grandparents and Vic and some of the Finnish people that lived out there
continuously. Do you remember them speaking Finnish?

A: Yes. I remember it very well, because I was very much interested in the Finnish
but they were very careful when I would come in the room. I could hear them
speaking Finnish as I approached the room, but when I came in, everything was
changed to English. They felt that they should speak English in front of me. It's
really too bad because at that period of time when I lived there, when Dad first
moved to Atlanta, I could have learned. My grandfather spoke five languages,
and I could have learned from him so easily. I can remember sitting on the floor
in the dining room. They had these big cupboards that were stacked with Finnish
language newspapers. I remember I just loved to sit there and read them. In fact,
I now subscribe to one of those - not that I can read it, but it's about one-third
English and two-thirds Finnish. I keep thinking maybe I will learn the language
someday.

I know this about my grandparents. My grandfather came from a little village in
southwestern Finland, which is in an archipelago. The town is called Kustavi.
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My grandmother was from another island. Kustavi is on an island, but she was
from another island called Enio or something like that. We've been to Kustavi.

Q: You recently were in Finland, weren't you?

A: Yes. I first went there with my mother and dad, but we didn't really learn much
at that time. This time, when we went back, Phyllis and I went back, I was
determined to learn something and we did. We went to Kustavi to the church
because that's where the records were, and the vicar of the church was very
helpful. While he spoke pretty good English, he said he didn't really know how
to read the records very well, the way they were kept, because of the system, and
he didn't really know how. Anyway, he begged off and he said, "I know of
someone who has been seriously doing this kind of work. He might be of help."
So, he said he would call him. He did and pretty soon this little car pulls up and
the guy walks in, and when he walked in, I nearly fell on my face because he just
looked like my uncles. Isn't that amazing?

Q: Was he related?

A: Yes. He's a very distant cousin. I think it goes back to a common ancestor from
the 1700's. 1750. Anyway, I showed him what we had and he was all excited
because he saw some names there that he was particularly interested in. Through
the vicar, he said, "We're going to go to the next town (which was really on the
mainland) called Taivassalosa." They had moved the records from Kustavi to
Taivassalosa because it had a much larger church. So we went there with him and
sure enough they had everything on microfiche. They had a microfiche reader, so
we sat there while he played around with it and Phyllis loves to tell the story
about how the only two English words we heard out of him were when he was
working away and suddenly said, "Oh boy." He had discovered this link. He
promised to send us more and sure enough when we came back from there, he
sent me a whole package of material. I have family records that you wouldn't
believe.

Q: Oh, what a find.

A: I've had some fun with that and I need to get back to it.

Q: Yes, when you get a stack like that, it takes forever to wade through it and tie it up
with what you have.

A: Some of the things that I have from my father were not quite right. He had gotten
it from his uncle.

Q: I find that all the time. You think you have a date and it's written down and that
person should know.
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A: Vic told us, "You have your grandfather's date of death mixed up with my
birthday." So I need to get back to that.

But to get back to Kustavi, we didn't get to go in the church when Phyllis and I
were there, but when I was there the first time, the church was open and we went
in. Hanging from the ceiling - in fact, the name of the church was the Seaman's
Church because it was a sea-going community. It was originally a shipbuilding
community and was named after the king of Sweden - King Kustav - so Kustavi
was Kustav. All these ship models were hanging from the ceiling. That's
undoubtedly where my grandfather saw those models. Now I believe he was
fourteen. I don't know when the last time he was there, but, of course, he never
went back after he came here.

Q: So he went to sea at fourteen.

A: As an apprentice of some sort. On those kinds of ships, sailing ships.

Q: Your paternal grandfather.

A: By the way, his full name was Ulrik Knut and he was born March 3, 1868. He
went to sea as a seaman in 1884. He settled in New York in 1896.

Q: Is that some of the information that this distant cousin sent you or is that
information that you had?

A: No. This came from my great-uncle. My dad talked to him and got him to write
this down. By the way, this is my grandfather's passport.

Q: Isn't that wonderful! What were you told about your grandparents and the
Finnish people that have come to Florida? What was your understanding, as a
young person?

A: I didn't really understand why they had come here. I knew that it was a Finnish
community and I didn't know it was so large a community. There were a lot of
Finns here. I've put together a list but these are the names.

Q: I originally had heard something like twenty families.

A: Well, those are the families.

Q: And those are singles.

A: I've been trying to get all that together.

Q: Tell me about the plaque that you're working on.
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Phyllis: Tell how your mother's parents were tenant farmers.

A: They weren't exactly farmers. They were tenants.

Q: Now this is your maternal grandparents?

A: Yes.

Q: And when you visited there. Tell me about your memories.

A: My earliest memories were in the original house that my grandfather had built.
The one where Vic was born.

Q: Tell me about the house.

A: Well, it was a big red house. It seemed big to me. It had a front porch that ran all
the way across the front, and I remember the dogs used to sleep on it. In fact, I
have a picture that shows part of them. You walked in the living room, and it was
sort of dark. You looked through, and there was a kitchen behind it and then this
long porch. On the porch was a basin and a pump. If you wanted water, you
pumped it in a cup or a gourd. More likely it was a gourd. You could drink from
the gourd. Of course, it had an outhouse. There was a fireplace. We visited there
at Christmas or something. The fireplace didn't draw very well I don't think.
When we were there, we usually stayed in the bedroom behind that fireplace, to
the right of the fireplace. Now, there were steps going up, but I remember the
steps were steep and I was afraid of the steps. I don't believe I ever went up the
steps.

On the left side of the house was a pomegranate tree, which I had never seen
before, and I was fascinated by that.

The main road ran from what is now 235 down to one of the quarries and one of
the crushing plants and then continued on back east of Komoko Farms and came
out at Newberry Road, so we would usually go that way. On the driveway that
connected to that road were chinaberry trees, and I used to love to climb the
chinaberry trees. Sometimes when the berries were all around, they stunk to high
heavens. I remember that. I remember the birds were always thick in the trees,
eating the chinaberries. And I remember the pine trees, the big long-leaf, yellow
pine trees. They were just magnificent. On that road, where you turn by the
crushing plant and head toward Newberry Road, on the west: side of that road
were these magnificent pine trees. They had been tapped for turpentine. In fact, I
saw sometimes that they were working turpentine.

They farmed at that time. My grandfather was not doing carpentry any more.

Q: What did he raise?
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A: Well, the cash crops of course, but first was tobacco. Then they quit that. To this
day I can remember one time before daylight everybody was being awakened and
getting up and getting dressed, so I got up to see what was going on. Some sort of
worms had gotten into the tobacco, so everybody had to go out and pick the
worms off the tobacco plants. I was so upset because I couldn't go. I remember
that. It was before daylight. I was frightened by it. I remember that as sort of a
high. Then watermelon was a big crop, as it still is. They raised watermelons.

Grandfather had a store, which was right to the northwest of their house. That's
the northernmost house, and the road goes in front of the house. Well, facing that
road and about where the highway is now, my grandfather had a general store. I
can remember very well going in that store and he had burlap sacks full of seed,
and I loved to put my hand down in the seeds and feel it run through my fingers.
He had all sorts of things like pickled pigs feet and pickled eggs on the counter
that people would come in and buy.

Q: Was that maybe a store for just the local people just close by?

A: Yes.

Q: If they got other supplies, would they go into Newberry?

A: Yes, I guess so. Grandmother had cows, which she milked. She churned the
butter and she sold milk and butter and eggs from the store or people would come
to the house. I remember the Negroes would come by to buy their things. When I
would go to visit there, she always thought I was skinny. When we would arrive,
she would take me to their back porch where she had a refrigerator. It was a
Servel kerosene refrigerator. Not many people understand that you can also
refrigerate with a flame, but you can. They didn't have electricity at all, so they
had a kerosene refrigerator.

Q: How did that work?

A: Oh, you don't want me to get into that.

Q: Okay. I remember my grandmother's icebox that they would come around once
or twice a week and put a chunk of ice in.

A: I remember that, too. No, this was an oil refrigerator. Anyway, she would open
that refrigerator and bring out these big cans of milk and some of it was whole
milk, and she would take the skim off to make the butter and sometimes she
would pour me the whole milk in a glass and then she would bake wonderful -
she called it bread but it was like cake to me. She would sit there and feed me this
milk and bread trying to fatten me up.
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They had a windmill. I don't know if it is still there or not. I don't think it is, but
I know exactly where it was. It pumped the water.

Q: Okay. So that was for the well.

A: It pumped it up to a tank so we had indoor water because the tank was higher than
the house, so we had water in the house.

Q: About what year would that have been?

A: This would have been in the early 30's. They had a Delco generator, and it was
Vic's responsibility to run the Delco. They didn't run the Delco very often, just
in the evening or if somebody wanted hot water or something for a shower, and
somebody would say, "Vic, turn on the Delco." I would run to get out there and
watch him start that up.

The outhouse was west of the house and outside the dining room window was the
garden. Grandmother had a garden. I can remember seeing Vic hurry through the
garden to the outhouse. A picture in my mind of that, you know. I was so
amused at him. I was fascinated by the fact that you had to take a magazine or
something with you, although they usually had a Sears Roebuck catalog out there.

Q: Sears Roebuck, I understand, was very big.

A: So I remember that, and Grandmother had five or six milk cows, and they would
let them out in the field for the day. She had collie dogs; one of them was named
Tippy. That was her favorite and she would come out late in the afternoon. I
would be sitting out on the porch. My favorite place was the swing on the porch.
I would sit out there and read. She would walk out and she would say something
- I don't know whether it was in Finnish or English or what - I never understood
what it was she said but when she said that, those dogs would jump up like they
had been shot at and off they would go. Pretty soon they would come bringing
the cows in. They would run and round up the cows and bring them in, and
Grandmother would just go out and open up the gate and the cows would parade
in and then she would milk the cows.

Q: Did she ever teach you to?

A: No. I think I tried, but unsuccessfully. That brings to memory. They used to
have a corn shucker. Have you seen one?

Q: No, I never have.

A: They had a machine turned by a hand crank. You would take your ear of corn and
stick it in as sort of a plug and turn the crank and it would take the seeds off. That
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was great stuff. We would get to feed the chickens. That was good, except we
couldn't go barefoot around the chickens.

Q: Did they ever have any fires? Did the house ever catch on fire?

A: Not to my knowledge. I don't recall anything like that. In Lake Butler, my
mother's home burned and they lost everything they owned.

Q: It was so much more common with everything built of wood and open fire. What
kind of a stove do you remember she had?

A: She had a great big wood-burning stove.

Q: She baked in it, too?

A: Yes. She also had an oil stove, which she used sometimes, but most of her
serious cooking, as I remember, was done on that big wood-burning stove.

Q: Was she a good cook?

A: Oh yes. That was a joy being around her.

The windows were not glass. They were isinglass. At least the windows on the
back porch were. I can't say if all of them were, but they may have been. I know
those on the back porch were isinglass.

Oh, when she would make blackberry wine, she would have a big urn and let me
have the dilute. They called it dilute, which was mostly water, I guess.
Sometimes a whole lot of people would come in and they'd all be standing around
having a glass of wine and they would give me the dilute.

My mother smoked, and my grandmother thoroughly disapproved of it, so my
mother had to sneak around to smoke. She would go out behind the barn to have
a smoke.

When that house was being built, I can remember seeing them putting the roof on
it. I was standing there watching them put the roof on. You know you get those
little snapshot memories.

I can remember going out to the windmill on a hot summer day and standing in
the water. The water would be overflowing from the tank arid it would be ice
cold.

And I can remember having a BB gun and being told, "Do not shoot any of the
birds." My grandfather told me not to shoot any birds. Well, I was walking
around with the BB gun, wanting to shoot something, and I saw a bird around the
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bushes so I shot at it and to my horror, the bird dropped down dead. A mocking
bird of all things! I've never forgotten that, how I killed that mockingbird.

I can remember the gnats on the porch. They were terrible. They were on your
eyes and ears. They kept a little bottle of citronella and you would dab that and it
would help a little bit, not too much. I loved to sit on the porch, because it was
cooler out there.

Q: Was religion very important to your grandparents?

A: Well, they went to church, but they didn't always have a preacher. Sometimes
there would be a preacher, and sometimes there wouldn't. I don't recall too much
about that. There was never any religious ceremony at home.

Q: They didn't say grace?

A: They may have. I don't recall that they didn't but I don't recall that they did.

Q: The fact that they came down here really was a cultural change from Finland. It's
just too bad they didn't preserve their language, and yet that was true of all kinds
of immigrants who became Americanized.

A: I know. A lot of people say the same thing. When I tell my story, they would
say, "My grandparents and parents were the same way."

I went to the little church there and I have vague recollections of going in there. I
believe the service was in Finnish.

Q: There was something in Vic's interview about that. I think he referred to like a
circuit rider that would go to churches around.

A: Certainly, someone was there who spoke Finnish. In fact, in a picture that I have,
Vic identified one of the people as a preacher.

Q: If you have pictures that you'd like to have as part of this or if you want to do
maybe a little modified family tree as an addendum, that's a great thing that we
can refer to. I wish some other people had done that because it really fills out
what you've said in your oral history.

A: I have Family Tree Maker on the computer. It's the old version and I wish I could
get a new version, but I have a McIntosh and Family Tree Maker doesn't support
McIntosh. I've thought about getting a new version for my computer. Maybe I
will. They've improved it so much.

Q: They sure have. In fact, there's one more version, I think, that was just
announced, but I don't have it.
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A: They've really made big strides. I may reopen that subject.

Q: Are there other things? I've skipped some of my questions because you are such
a linear thinker you just kind of followed right along, so I don't want to leave any
gaps. Are there things that we haven't asked you about?

A: I guess continuing on my early memories around the farmhouse, I can remember
the workshop that my grandfather had. It was really sort of a lean-to shed on one
of the barns. I remember going in and seeing all his tools and where he made all
his ship models.

Q: I was wondering if you have a picture of that ship model - a really nice photo?

A: I think I do.

Q: If you don't, maybe when I get your corrections, I could take a picture of it.

A: Sure.

Q: It is so representative.

A: I think he used cotton threads when he built them. Anyway, the threads just all of
sudden began to collapse, so I couldn't find anyone around here who could redo
it. My daughter, Mary Lou, who was living in Massachusetts at the time, said,
"Dad, I think I know someone who could do that." She checked and they said,
"Yes." So I sent it up to her and they did a marvelous job of restoring it. The
person who did it said, "This is really something. I've never seen anything like
it." He said the scale and the proportions and everything are so good. He said it's
hard to believe that someone did that just from scratch. He seemed to think it was
very valuable.

Q: It would be nice if we had a picture of it.

A: I think he took a picture of it or somebody did, but we can take a picture of it.

Q: I thank you so much for your time and your interest in this.

A: Phyllis has been after me to do this, like my dad did, but I think I probably would
like to expand this some.
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