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MR. POWERS: My life started on a farm seven miles

south of Quitman, Georgia, on December the 28th, 1916. I was

delivered by a black midwife and there was no record made of

my birth.

I lived on the farm until my father went broke

farming in 1920. I was about four years old and I was -- to

back up a little bit. I was number seven in a family of nine.

JUDGE TURNER: How many brothers and how many

sisters?

MR. POWERS: I had five brothers and three sisters.

My father loaded us all up in an old car, most of

us. I think some of my older brothers may not have made this

trip, because they were off working somewhere. I'm not sure.

JUDGE TURNER: What was your dad's name? What was

your father's name?

MR. POWERS: Charles Clifford Powers.

JUDGE TURNER: And your mother?

MR. POWERS: My mother was named Carrie Kenny.

JUDGE TURNER: Kenny was her maiden name?

MR. POWERS: Kenny.

JUDGE TURNER: That was the maiden name?

MR. POWERS: That was her maiden.name, K-E-N-N-Y.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay.

MR. POWERS: Kenny. And her first name was Carrie,

C-A-R-R-I-E.
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JUDGE TURNER: Okay.

MR. POWERS: And I don't remember the other part of

it.

JUDGE TURNER: All right.

MR. POWERS: But they were both from Blakely,

Georgia.

JUDGE TURNER: Your daddy loaded part of the family

into a car.

MR. POWERS: And we went from there to Umatilla,

Florida.

JUDGE TURNER: And what year was this?

MR. POWERS: 1920.

JUDGE TURNER: All right. You don't remember or

know what kind of car it was, do you?

MR. POWERS: I think it was an old Model T Ford. I

don't remember for sure.

You don't need to put this down, but, oh, about

eight or ten years ago I was leasing some property down in

Levy County, down below Morriston, where I raise quail. I

raise quail down there on three hundred and sixty acres that I

lease from a dentist in Miami.

And I had invited my brother and his son to meet us

in Morriston and we would go quail hunting and while we were

sitting there waiting on my brother Earl, he said, "Curtis,

you remember coming through Morriston when we moved from



4

Quitman to Umatilla?"

I said, "No. No, I don't remember that."

He said, "Well, the car broke down here in Morriston

and my father and mother boarded us out to different families

in Morriston, so we spent the night."

JUDGE TURNER: I'll be darned.

MR. POWERS: I mean he told me that, because that's

not something that I knew about or remember, because I was

only four years old.

JUDGE TURNER: But it is something that happened to

you.

MR. POWERS: That's right.

JUDGE TURNER: And that's the story we want.

MR. POWERS: When we got to Umatilla my father

rented a house, no running water. In Georgia we had no water.

There was a well and lights was lamp lights. That's the only

lights we had in the house, you know.

JUDGE TURNER: Did you have a pump, a hand pump?

MR. POWERS: No, no, had a . .

JUDGE TURNER: Had bucket well?

MR. POWERS: Had a bucket well. And the way we kept

our milk fresh, they'd lower it down in the well.

JUDGE TURNER: Right.

MR. POWERS: I mean that's not part of what you want

to put down, probably, but, anyway . .
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JUDGE TURNER: We're going to put it all down.

MR. POWERS: We got to Umatilla, we rented a house

and we all -- but we had electric lights. They had these hang

down from the middle of the ceiling and a pull-string on them.

There was one light in a room. That's the only kind of light

you had and no toilets. We had city water.

And when I was -- it was '22, I think.

JUDGE TURNER: It was 1922.

MR. POWERS: 1922 my mother had our ninth child and

that child lived for about three months and passed away and at

that time my mother developed leukemia and she passed away,

all within four or five months of each other and I think it

was in 1922.

The reason I remember that, I think, is because I

tried to go to school, because I was five and a half years

old, and they wouldn't take me, so I started in the first

grade in January of '23 when I was six years old. And then

because I missed the first half of the school year, I didn't

pass. So I spent a year and a half in the first grade.

So life was real rough back then. It was just the

beginning of the depression and there was -- everything was

rough. I remember going home for lunch and all there would be

was a biscuit and you'd punch a hole in it with your finger

and pour some syrup in there and that was lunch. And your

clothes were washed outside in a pot with a rub board and
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everything and still had the outdoor toilets.

JUDGE TURNER: Did you heat the water in the scrub

pot?

MR. POWERS: No, we'd heat the water in a reservoir

beside the wood stove and then you would dip into the

reservoir that held twenty gallons of hot water.

When my mother passed away, my oldest sister was

either fifteen or sixteen years old.

JUDGE TURNER: And her name was?

MR. POWERS: Thelma, but we always called her

Sister.

She became, for us little ones -- my younger sister

Mary and my next brother was Earl -- she became mother,

because she kept us in line and kept things going. My father

was out trying to make a living or something and my older

brothers were gone then, I mean, so we lived that way until I

was about ten years old and my father remarried and we had a

stepmother.

JUDGE TURNER: And her name?

MR. POWERS: Helen.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay. And who was she, Curtis?

MR. POWERS: She was a Chandler from Blakely,

Georgia, that my father knew before he was married to my

mother.

JUDGE TURNER: Oh, is that right?
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MR. POWERS: And she had been married to a fellow

named Lee and had two children and her oldest son never lived

with us, but her daughter did come and live with us, so there

was still a houseful.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, was she a widow lady or was she

MR. POWERS: I don't remember if my stepmother was

-- I think she was a widow. I'm not sure.

JUDGE TURNER: Not many divorces in those days.

More than likely she was a . . .

MR. POWERS: No, I think she was a widow. She was a

school teacher also and she taught school in Lake County at

Astor Park and, actually, she didn't teach school until I was

probably thirteen or fourteen years old and then she would go

down there and stay for the five days and come back to

Umatilla and that went on for three or four years.

But when I was thirteen, fourteen and fifteen, I

worked in the grocery store and I worked in a drug store and

was a soda jerk and when I was about sixteen my next to my

oldest brother opened a feed store in Umatilla and I worked

for him in the feed store and I used to deliver feed and

fertilizer and stuff from Umatilla to the surrounding areas

and out to the orange groves and other farmers and cattle

people.

JUDGE TURNER: You drove the truck and . .
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MR. POWERS: I drove the truck and delivered the

feed and fertilizer, whatever we were delivering.

And also at that time my brother was selling feed to

a dairy in Umatilla and I can't remember the person's name --

yes, I do. His name was Willis McCall.

JUDGE TURNER: Not the sheriff?

MR. POWERS: He later became sheriff.

JUDGE TURNER: The infamous . . .

MR. POWERS: Yeah, Willis McCall. He had a dairy

between Umatilla and Eustis and he had bought so much feed

that he couldn't pay for it and my oldest brother, who was up

in North Carolina in the construction business -- and I

remember the little town, because I went through there this

summer, Murphy, North Carolina -- and he'd gotten married to a

lady over in Pickens, South Carolina, which is not too far

from there, and he came down and what little bit of money he

had and what was owed, took over the dairy and it became

Powers Dairy.

JUDGE TURNER: I'll be darned.

MR. POWERS: And my two brothers were in it as

partners and in 19 -- late '34 or early '35 my father and

stepmother and my youngest sister Mary, they moved to Sneads,

Florida, and he was in the insurance business, Woodman of the

World Insurance, and she started teaching school up there in

Jackson County and my youngest sister went to school up there



and finished high school in Sneads.

JUDGE TURNER: In Sneads or in Marianna?

MR. POWERS: No, I think Sneads.

JUDGE TURNER: Yeah, I think back then Sneads still

had its own high school.

MR. POWERS: I think so, too.

JUDGE TURNER: And they do again, but there was a

time when they come to Marianna for high school.

MR. POWERS: Yeah. Judge Yawn was from up in that

area, you know, out there at -- I forget the little place, not

far from Sneads. It's between there and Marianna, off to the

north of there. I forget the town.

JUDGE TURNER: I do, too.

MR. POWERS: But, anyway, I stayed in Umatilla and

lived with -- I don't remember which brother. I think I lived

at the dairy with my brother and milked cows and helped there

and graduated from high school there in 1935.

In the summer of '35 my brother that was in the feed

store business . .

JUDGE TURNER: And his name?

MR. POWERS: J.C.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay.

MR. POWERS: J.C. My oldest brother was named

Herschel.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay.
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MR. POWERS: J.C. asked me if I'd like to work with

him in Miami, so -- he was buying watermelons and this was

summertime in '35 and he took me to Miami and we rented a

place down there and I set up a wholesale watermelon place and

sold watermelons. He'd left me a pickup truck down there.

JUDGE TURNER: Do you remember where in Miami?

MR. POWERS: Yeah. We rented a place from Miller

Smith Poultry Company on Northwest 7th Avenue in Miami and it

was -- and they had a display place there and it had a wire

front in the door, so we could keep the watermelons inside

without being stolen.

And then I would go and sell them to places like

restaurants and all around, some of the grocery stores and

Coral Gables. Miami was not a very big place back then, I

mean, but, anyway, I did that for two summers. I did it in

'35 and I don't remember what I did between the summer of that

till the summer of '36.

But, actually, in the summer of '36 I went over to

Tavares where my sister Thelma and her husband lived and got a

job at the Lake Region Packing House in Tavares.

JUDGE TURNER: Lake Region?

MR. POWERS: Lake Region Packing,.House in Tavares.

And lived with my sister and actually boarded with

her. I think I paid her a dollar a week board and she and her

husband both worked in the packing house. He was kind of a
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superintendent of the packing of the oranges and grapefruit

and tangerines.

And when I went to work there, they were trying to

put in an irrigation system into the packing house and they

hired me to help with the irrigation and they hired me at ten

cents an hour and I worked there till in the fall when they

started packing the fruit.

They put me on an assembly line as a nailer. You

closed the boxes -- then they were using wood boxes, see --

and they'd have a press there to press down the cover and then

you'd have to nail it. You'd put three or four nails on each

end of the box and then they'd load them in refrigerated cars

there next -- they had a spur next to the packing house there

where they would bring the boxcars there, refrigerator cars,

actually, is what they were and they'd load the oranges in

there for shipment to the north.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, whose packing house was it?

MR. POWERS: It was an association packing house,

Lake Region Association Packing House.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay.

MR. POWERS: I can't think of the people that --

there was two men that were families there that was head of

it.

JUDGE TURNER: Well, that was my guess, guess.

Yeah.
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MR. POWERS: They were head of it.

JUDGE TURNER: Probably some old families that . . .

MR. POWERS: They were old families and everything.

In about January of '37 I got promoted to fifteen

cents an hour and they gave me a little more responsibility,

mainly making sure that the fruit in the boxcars was loaded

correctly and I helped load them and helped with that.

So I was there a year and a half and in August of

'37 I'd saved seventy-five dollars. I went to Umatilla to the

banker. His name was Mr. Andrews.

JUDGE TURNER: What was the name of the bank?

MR. POWERS: Umatilla State Bank.

JUDGE TURNER: All right.

MR. POWERS: I went in to see Mr. Andrews and he

knew me. He said, "Well, Curtis, what can I do for you?"

I said, "Well, Mr. Andrews, I want to go to the

University of Florida and I was wondering if I might borrow

some money."

He said, "Curtis, I will loan you up to forty

dollars if you'll get your two older brothers to sign your

note." That would have been J.C. and Herschel.

So with that promise, I hitchhiked to Gainesville.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, had other of your siblings been

to college? Had any of your brothers or sisters been to

college?
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MR. POWERS: No, no, no. Earl had gotten some kind

of baseball scholarship. He was up here.

JUDGE TURNER: I see.

MR. POWERS: He came in '34.

JUDGE TURNER: Playing baseball at the university

MR. POWERS: Yeah.

JUDGE TURNER: .. . on scholarship.

MR. POWERS: Yeah. Yeah. Now, my third brother was

Bill, Bill Powers. William Fletcher Powers was his name. He

went to Massey Business College in Jacksonville back in '29 or

'30, something like that, and from there he went to Trenton

and started teaching school over in Gilchrist County. Finally

married a girl from Gilchrist County.

Then the tax collector got picked up for stealing

and they sent him off to prison and they appointed my brother

tax collector in Gilchrist County. It was about 1935 or '36,

somewhere about then. But then he left there and went to

Tallahassee and started to work for the state auditing

department, because he'd gotten his accounting certificate or

something up in Jacksonville at Massey's.

I don't want to spend too much on him, but he later

became the secretary of the board of control, which is now

chancellor of the board of regents.

JUDGE TURNER: Is that right?
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MR. POWERS: And my brother was the secretary of the

board of control, which had the Florida State University,

University of Florida, Florida A & M and the Deaf and Blind

School over in St. Augustine. That's all they had, the board

of control. But Broward Culpepper took his place when my

brother left or retired, so that's one of the Powers that

made good.

JUDGE TURNER: So you're off to the University of

Florida.

MR. POWERS: Anyway, I came up to here, hitchhiked

and went to the university out to the administration building

and registered as a freshman and, if I remember, six months in

a dormitory was twenty-five dollars.

JUDGE TURNER: How many students were at the

university then, if you remember?

MR. POWERS: The freshman class was eighteen

hundred. The total was about three thousand in the

university.

I registered with my seventy-five dollars and had a

few dollars left over and paid for my rent and immediately

started looking for someplace to go to work and the first real

job I had was in the cafeteria at the university.

Every Saturday night they'd bring about six or eight

young fellows in there and clean it up, clean the cafeteria

and they'd let us work about six hours and for about six
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hours, they'd give us six meals. So then I would -- I only

took two per day. Some of them took three meals a day, but I

only took two, so I would get lunch and dinner -- supper we

called it. So that would take care of me for three days and

then I would try to do other things.

So during that time also at Thanksgiving and

Christmas I'd go back down to Umatilla and at that time my

brother that was in the feed business had gotten in the

trucking business and I'd get on a semitruck and go to New

York or Philadelphia or Washington with a load of oranges or

whatever they were hauling at that time, so I earned a little

bit of money at Thanksgiving and then at Christmastime drivin<

trucks whenever I could.

JUDGE TURNER: How did you get back and forth

between Gainesville and . . .

MR. POWERS: I hitchhiked.

JUDGE TURNER: You hitchhiked.

MR. POWERS: Hitchhiked. We used rat caps and

people used to recognize those rat caps and they'd pick you

up. I mean that was the -- it would not take you too long.

But I remember one time -- I think I was about a --

maybe I was a junior -- I had gone to Umatilla and gotten on a

truck Wednesday. We were supposed to go to somewhere,

Philadelphia, New York, and the truck we were in kept breaking

down and we got to Washington there.
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It was late Saturday afternoon. I told the other

fellow, I said -- I don't remember his name. I said, "I've

got to be back at Gainesville Monday morning." So I left him

and hitchhiked back to Gainesville from Washington mainly by

truck. Jacksonville -- I think I got one truck to

Jacksonville and then got back over here on Sunday, so

JUDGE TURNER: In time for Monday's classes.

MR. POWERS: In the summer of '40 the same brother

and me and another fellow got one of those trucks and went to

Fort Valley, Georgia, and we stayed there for about five or

six weeks hauling peaches back and forth to New York and

Philadelphia and Washington.

We moved from Fort Valley up to some -- I think it

was Beaufort, South Carolina, and we hauled peaches there for

two or three weeks.

So that helped me get by, helped give me enough

money to register . . .

JUDGE TURNER: Well, nobody had any money then

either, so . .

MR. POWERS: Hardly any.

JUDGE TURNER: Yeah.

MR. POWERS: So also -- that may, have been '39,

because I think '40 I got to be business manager of The

Alligator.

JUDGE TURNER: Oh, is that right?
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MR. POWERS: That was a summer job and prior to that

I had worked for The Alligator some selling advertisements to

the merchants in Gainesville. So I got to know quite a few

merchants, trying to sell advertising to them for The

Alligator. So I made a little bit of money.

And also my junior year I lived in a boardinghouse

and worked in the boardinghouse dining room waiting tables and

what have you.

JUDGE TURNER: Where was that boardinghouse?

MR. POWERS: It was on Washington Street, 200

Washington Street, which was directly north of Matherly Hall.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay. So . . .

MR. POWERS: So, actually, the Methodist Youth

Center was close by there. I mean

JUDGE TURNER: Washington Street now is what, 2nd

Avenue, maybe, or 1st Avenue?

MR. POWERS: No, it would be about 16th Street.

JUDGE TURNER: 16th Street. Okay.

MR. POWERS: Approximately that. It may have been

15th . .

JUDGE TURNER: Okay.

MR. POWERS: .. . or 16th, because 13th Street runs

this way and it was just a block and a half north of the

university campus there and she had a boardinghouse and

boarded ten or twelve students.
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Her name was Gordie and the fact is I didn't pay her

all the rent I owed her until I was in service.

JUDGE TURNER: Oh, is that right?

At this time the university was all male, right?

MR. POWERS: All men.

JUDGE TURNER: All men. All right.

MR. POWERS: We had about fifty girls.

JUDGE TURNER: Oh, you did?

MR. POWERS: In pharmacy. That was the only

pharmacy school in the state, so they didn't offer that at

Tallahassee, so they let them come here.

But in December of '40, 1940, my brother that was in

the feed business and the trucking business and . . .

JUDGE TURNER: That's Herschel?

MR. POWERS: No, that's J.C.

JUDGE TURNER: J.C. All right.

MR. POWERS: He had somehow gotten to be a certified

electrician and he was working at Camp Blanding helping build

it, do the electrical work that he was doing, and he asked me

if I wanted a job over there. So in December of '40 I went

over there to Camp Blanding and got a job with a consulting

engineering company and I believe the name.:of it was Solomon &

Kies and that would have been K-I-E-S, I believe. Kies, I

believe it was, but I forget.

But they hired three or four students and I was a
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senior at that time at the university and what we would do is

this consulting company had daytime inspectors that would go

around and check what was being done in the different

buildings that was being built at Camp Blanding by the

government and they'd bring those reports into the office at

five o'clock in the afternoon and we'd take these reports and

had big charts that the company had and we'd plot the progress

of the construction of Camp Blanding.

Now, I worked there and my brother had loaned me a

car and I drove and took three or four fellows back and forth

and they helped pay the expense of . . .

JUDGE TURNER: Back and forth between Gainesville

and . . .

MR. POWERS: From the university. They were all

students.

JUDGE TURNER: So you went to school during the week

and then worked there on weekends or what?

MR. POWERS: No, we'd work at night.

JUDGE TURNER: Oh, okay.

MR. POWERS: Every night. It was during the week,

not weekends. No, no, we'd go to work Monday night at five

o'clock and work till midnight.

JUDGE TURNER: Lord have mercy.

MR. POWERS: And then drive back to Gainesville and

go to -- at that time I was in the dormitory, back to the
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dormitory, and, actually, I got to be a monitor.

The dormitory monitors got almost free rent, because

then you control -- in a section of the dormitory, each

section had a -- which generally there were three or four

stories and there must have been twenty-five or thirty

students in every section and they had a monitor and he was

supposed to keep peace.

JUDGE TURNER: What was the dormitory? Do you

remember the name of it?

MR. POWERS: The first one I lived in was Thomas C,

but then I moved over behind that and I can't remember the

name of that dorm. High -- High -- I forgot. I can't

remember.

JUDGE TURNER: Is it still there?

MR. POWERS: Oh, yeah. Yeah, yeah. It's across the

street from the Thomas, that street that runs in there and the

street that would run to the old gymnasium.

JUDGE TURNER: Runs by Murphree area. That area is

called Murphree area, but I don't know the name of all the

MR. POWERS: It could have been Murphree. It could

have been Murphree and I think maybe it was.

JUDGE TURNER: Yeah.

MR. POWERS: I'm not -- I think it was Murphree

Hall.
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JUDGE TURNER: Murphree is the first one on the

right as you go in there. It's a big one.

MR. POWERS: Well, that was Murphree, Murphree Hall

then.

JUDGE TURNER: Right. Okay.

MR. POWERS: Okay. Anyway, I worked over there at

Camp Blanding till about March and I had to quit, because I

was about to flunk out and I think I had to drop some courses

just to get through, but, anyway, I was still in the ROTC and

in June of '41 . . .

JUDGE TURNER: Now, before you get there, I want to

ask these questions.

Your brother is doing the electrical work. Are they

building Camp Blanding? Is this when Camp Blanding is being

built or is this an expansion?

MR. POWERS: He was working on the buildings.

JUDGE TURNER: But this is the initial . . .

MR. POWERS: Construction.

JUDGE TURNER: .. . construction of Camp Blanding.

MR. POWERS: Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. Yeah.

JUDGE TURNER: When it was established.

MR. POWERS: Oh, yeah. They started building it

sometime in late '39 or '40, early forties. It was just the

beginning of Camp Blanding. There was no Camp Blanding until

they started this.
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JUDGE TURNER: Just a bunch of pine woods out there.

MR. POWERS: That's right, just woods out there

north of Starke, you know -- I mean east of Starke, really.

JUDGE TURNER: Yes.

MR. POWERS: But in June of '41 the ROTC division

gave me a commission as a second lieutenant in the field

artillery in one hand and my orders in the other.

Well, anyway, the orders were that I report to Camp

Blanding on July the 20th, 1941, and mainly to be physically

checked out and shipped from there to Fort Bragg, North

Carolina. This was my orders.

So I went to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, the latter

part of July. I only stayed at Blanding three or four days,

something like that. And they put me in the replacement

training center at Fort Bragg.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, we're in the war at this point

or not?

MR. POWERS: No.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay.

MR. POWERS: No, we were just starting.

And the replacement center at Fort Bragg was divided

up into sections and we were training what,:they called Ninety-

Day Wonders. They would be drafted and shipped to North

Carolina, to Fort Bragg, and we'd start them off and train

them for ninety days and at the end of the ninety days, they'd
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be shipped to units somewhere in the United States.

JUDGE TURNER: And you trained them to do what?

MR. POWERS: Trained them in the field artillery.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay.

MR. POWERS: Trained them to fire the guns, load the

shells in the guns. Spent a lot of time doing nothing but

physical.

JUDGE TURNER: Physical fitness?

MR. POWERS: I mean out exercising and marching and

learning to be a soldier. I mean they had us salute and what

they're there for and how to do in the field artillery.

JUDGE TURNER: How to wear a uniform, how to

recognize various officers.

MR. POWERS: Yeah, officers and everybody else. How

to be a soldier, that's right.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay.

MR. POWERS: And in December, about the first of

December of 1941 they let me take a troop train loaded with

Ninety-Day Wonders to Camp Blanding and that was about a

hundred and fifty men that was loaded on the train and it was

a troop train and I was the train commander. We came to Camp

Blanding and I turned them over to the units they were

supposed to go to.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, Curtis, did you have any rank at

that point?
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MR. POWERS: I was second lieutenant.

JUDGE TURNER: You were second lieutenant.

MR. POWERS: Second lieutenant.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, how did you get to be a second

lieutenant? You haven't told us about that.

MR. POWERS: They gave it to me at the university.

JUDGE TURNER: Oh, that's right, with the ROTC.

MR. POWERS: I was commissioned in the ROTC as a

second lieutenant.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay.

MR. POWERS: When I brought -- and the reason I can

remember this, the date was December, on December the 7th I

was in Umatilla. I went from Blanding down to Umatilla.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay.

MR. POWERS: And I was downtown -- it was Sunday

morning -- at one of the filling stations . . .

JUDGE TURNER: The day that will live in infamy.

MR. POWERS: . .meeting with some of the guys,

you know.

And they said, "Curtis, did you hear the radio?"

And I said, "No, I haven't heard the radio."

"The Japanese have bombed Pearl Farbor and you've

been ordered back to your station."

So I finally heard it and off back to Camp Blanding

I went -- I didn't go to Camp Blanding -- back to Fort Bragg.
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JUDGE TURNER: Where were you physically? You were

in Umatilla where when you heard the news?

MR. POWERS: At a filling station.

JUDGE TURNER: At a filling station.

MR. POWERS: Yeah, wasn't but only about two filling

stations in Umatilla.

JUDGE TURNER: And you're just down there talking to

the guys.

MR. POWERS: Well, I was visiting with my family, my

brothers. Actually, my brother that's in the dairy business,

that's where I visiting, but I had gone back from the dairy,

which is about three miles out of town, back downtown Umatilla

just to visit with some friends. I may have been going to

church. I don't remember. I probably was, you know.

But, anyway, the next morning I had to go back. I

think I went back by bus maybe to Fort Bragg, North Carolina.

Anyway, the army paid for it. I didn't have to have -- there

wasn't any cost to me.

But in that same December at a party -- I forget

whether it was at the officers club or somewhere -- I met one

of the prettiest army nurses that I thought I'd ever seen and

she and myself kind of got off pretty quickly together and I

had three or four dates with her in January and in February I

got orders to go to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, to the advance

officers training school, which was a three-month school.
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So I told this pretty young nurse -- her name was

Germayne Lacy, L-A-C-Y, nicknamed Jimmy, J-I-M-M-Y. Having

gotten those orders, I borrowed one of my fellow officer's

cars and she and myself took a two or three hour drive from --

off through Fayetteville and around up in North Carolina and

on that ride I told her that I had orders to go to Fort Sill,

Oklahoma and would she like to live with me the rest of her

life and she consented.

So in the next three or four days this same officer

that loaned me the car took his car and Germayne's best

girlfriend that was a nurse there at the hospital there at

Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and we went down to Dillon, South

Carolina, and went into the justice of the peace's office

there and I borrowed five dollars from a fellow officer and we

got married.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, tell me the name of the man and

woman who went with you.

MR. POWERS: Lieutenant Elders, Jo Anne -- I don't

remember right now. I can't think of it. Her name was Jo

Anne. But we saw her later on several times. We visited many

times together over the years and I should remember it.

JUDGE TURNER: Well, we'll give you a chance to

remember.

MR. POWERS: She was from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and

my wife was from Marion, Wisconsin. That was her home.
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Okay. I went off to Fort Sill, Oklahoma. She stayed

in -- because she had to report that she had gotten married

and immediately they started separation papers for her,

because army nurses couldn't be married at that time. So in

about four or five weeks they discharged her and she took the

train to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and we rented an apartment in

Fort Sill and lived together out there for about two months,

six weeks, something like that.

And when I finished the advanced officers course

there, they assigned me to a unit, 601st Field Artillery Unit,

which was being organized in Fort Bragg, North Carolina. So

off Jimmy and myself, by train, went back to Fort Bragg, North

Carolina, and we rented a little apartment there in

Fayetteville, North Carolina, and I went back and got to

forming a unit and at that time I didn't have to stay on base;

I could go back to the apartment. So we lived together there.

This was about June of '41.

In about July . . .

JUDGE TURNER: That would be 1942, now, wouldn't it?

MR. POWERS: I mean '42. '42.

In about July or August our unit then, by troop

train, was shipped to Colorado Springs, Colorado, where Camp

Carson was being formed, where it was just being built just

like Camp Blanding was.

So I went on the train with the troops and my wife
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followed later to Colorado Springs and we rented an apartment

there in Colorado Springs and she got a job at the hospital

there about just a few blocks from where our apartment was and

I was out at Camp Carson.

I stayed at Camp Carson till about October. During

that time Camp Hale was being formed, which is at the

Continental Divide in Colorado, which is about a hundred and

fifty miles from Colorado Springs to Camp Hale, which is over

the Continental Divide from Leadville, Colorado, and me and my

unit -- at that time I had gotten promoted and I'm not sure --

I had gotten promoted to first lieutenant and I don't remember

the date when that was, but, anyway, they had given me a

battery of field artillery, so I was a battery commander.

JUDGE TURNER: And that's how many people?

MR. POWERS: A hundred and twenty to a hundred and

forty -- I don't remember the exact number of men -- with four

guns and about a hundred mules and fifteen or twenty horses.

JUDGE TURNER: That's how you moved the guns, with

mules and horses?

MR. POWERS: We marched from Carson to Camp Hale.

We walked. And every mule had to have a man leading it,

because it took six to eight mules to haul.:one gun. That

would be the tube of the gun, the wheels of the gun and the

rest of the materials that made up the gun. They had the back

pieces and the carriage for the gun, but the gun itself was
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eight or nine feet long and seventy-five millimeters.

JUDGE TURNER: The barrel.

MR. POWERS: The barrel of the gun. And then it had

a breech that fit on the barrel where you put it in or load it

and close it and then pull the lanyard to fire it and there

was four of those guns in a battery.

So we went to Camp Hale as mountain troops.

JUDGE TURNER: Mountain troops.

MR. POWERS: This was the 601st Field Artillery

Battalion with three batteries and a headquarters battery and

I was the battery commander of Battery A of the 601st Field

Artillery.

We trained up there as mountain troops. I had to

learn how to ski, I had to learn how to live in the cold and

had to train the men how to do that and we got good enough

that the 10th Mountain Division was being formed there in

early '43 and we'd been up there long enough till they used us

kind of to assist and help train the officers in the 10th

Mountain Division, of which Bob Dole was one of them.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, are there any special

requirements for moving guns in those conditions that are

different from other conditions? I would think there would

be.

MR. POWERS: Yes. Yes. Yes, because you could haul

them up a mountain, you can haul them on the trails.
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Actually, when we got there in the wintertime, the

snow got to be eight and ten foot deep. What we would do in

that case, we'd have the men with snowshoes lead an empty

mule, sometimes two or three empty mules, and they would jump

into that snow and start packing it down and the men would

lead them as they jumped in the snow to pack it down and then

the others would bring the other loaded mules on those trails

that were being packed down by the mules that were in the

front lead and sometimes we'd use horses.

Well, I had a horse to ride, you know, if I wanted

to ride it. Most of the time I walked, because I couldn't

tell when it was time to stop and rest.

JUDGE TURNER: Right.

MR. POWERS: But each section had a sergeant and

each section had one or two corporals and then they had the

PFC privates and regular privates, so each section had

probably fifteen or twenty men, I mean, in each battery and

there's four guns and then you had to have men to haul the

artillery pieces the shells . .

JUDGE TURNER: Right, the shells. Right.

MR. POWERS: .. . for the guns and then they had to

haul the feed.

JUDGE TURNER: Right. For the animals and for you

all.

MR. POWERS: They had to be fed, I mean, so -- and
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then we always had a kitchen section and it had to be hauled

on the mules, so I mean that's the reason it took so many

mules to really make up a battery.

Anyway in April of '43 our battalion got orders to

leave the mules, but take the guns, and go to Fort Ord,

California. In Fort Ord, when we got there, we were told that

we would have small tractors, small-wheel tractors, to pull

our guns and we spent two to three months mounting on LST's,

landing ship craft, and made -- and moved up and down the

Pacific Coast of California practicing landing.

In July of '43 they didn't tell us where we were

going, but they told us to go to San Francisco and load on an

APA, which is a very, very large ship.

JUDGE TURNER: Troop ship, troop carrier?

MR. POWERS: An APA was a navy ship.

JUDGE TURNER: Was that a troop carrier? Was that

what it -- or what was it?

MR. POWERS: It was actually a landing ship. In

other words, it carried the troops and they landed -- not big

ones, but probably thirty, forty foot long and ten, twelve

foot wide. That was the landing craft with an outboard motor

JUDGE TURNER: Right. Right.

MR. POWERS: . . . on the back side and these were

on the ship and they'd be picked up by winches and lowered
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over the side and then they dropped the ropes, knotted ropes,

down the side of the ship and then they put the guns in one of

them, maybe two guns, I don't remember, and a certain few men

in each landing craft. You know, these were landing craft.

JUDGE TURNER: Yes.

MR. POWERS: And then we shipped on that ship to

Adak.

JUDGE TURNER: To where?

MR. POWERS: Adak.

JUDGE TURNER: And where's Adak?

MR. POWERS: Adak is three or four hundred miles

west of Anchorage, Alaska, in the Aleutian Islands. And the

Aleutian Islands are a chain of islands that go out -- and the

Aleutian Islands are on the south side of the Bearing Sea and

on the north side of the Pacific Ocean.

So we stopped at Adak . . .

JUDGE TURNER: And I want to stop you right here.

Go back and tell me where Mrs. Powers is while you're doing

these things.

MR. POWERS: Okay. When I left Fort Ord, she had

followed me from Colorado Springs to Monterey, California, and

got a job at a hospital out there and we were living together

part-time in Monterey, California.

Well, when I took off to Adak on the ship, then she

got on the train and went back to Eustis, Florida, which is



33

five miles from Umatilla, and got a job at a hospital down

there.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, other than your family, did she

have any family in that area?

MR. POWERS: She had no family there, no. No, no,

no. Her family was all in Wisconsin.

So, anyway, then we unloaded the men and all at Adak

for about a week. We still didn't know what we were going to

do. We loaded back on the APA with all the men and everybody;

apparently a thousand men or more on the ship, you know, some

infantry and some artillery, and . . .

JUDGE TURNER: And you had your artillery pieces

with you. Is that right?

MR. POWERS: Yeah, and these little tractors.

JUDGE TURNER: No animals now?

MR. POWERS: No animals. Little tractors to pull

the guns.

So we sailed on that ship in the Bearing Sea and it

was -- and I don't remember the exact date -- sometime in

August . . .

JUDGE TURNER: Of '43.

MR. POWERS: . . . we made the ipvasion of Kiska.

Kiska is the next to the last island in the Aleutian chain;

Attu being the last one where the Japanese were and the

Japanese also had taken Kiska.
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So we made the invasion of Kiska and I almost got

court martialed by the captain of the ship, because he was not

loading my landing craft like I wanted them. But, anyway, we

landed there on the side of this island -- and it's a pretty

big island. I mean I guess ten miles long and maybe a mile

-and half or so wide. You know, that's with a volcano, not an

active one, but an old volcano, on the island. But we landed

there and, fortunately, the Japanese left the day before we

landed.

So we set up our tents and colder than hell. I mean

wind blowing off that Bearing Sea at probably fifty to eighty

miles an hour all the time. And we found a place to put our

tents and we were in four-men tents. That's what we had then.

And we had to dig down in that tundra about -- if you're

familiar with a tent, they have a side and then from where the

side is, it goes up to a point.

JUDGE TURNER: Yes, the roof.

MR. POWERS: So we had to dig down to where that

point was below the ground.

JUDGE TURNER: Oh, is that right? The top of the

tent?

MR. POWERS: Right down in that tundra to keep the

wind from blowing the tents over.

We had no -- other than the water being brought to

us, you know, by the ships in the navy -- and I forget what we
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finally did. I think they had to bring us all the water we

used up there. I'm not sure, but, anyway . .

JUDGE TURNER: Now, what did you use to dig your

tents in? What kind of tools did you use, just shovels or

MR. POWERS: They were just regular canvas tents.

JUDGE TURNER: Yes. You dug the hole with just

shovels or picks and . . .

MR. POWERS: With shovels, yeah. Yeah, we didn't

have any mechanical equipment, I mean.

JUDGE TURNER: And was the tundra frozen?

MR. POWERS: Not at that time. It later was.

JUDGE TURNER: Right.

MR. POWERS: So we lived there very primitive. Our

food was mainly canned foods and dried foods, powdered eggs

and those kind of -- that's what we lived on. I mean we had

the tents -- we had to set up a kitchen tent. Up there they

set a battalion tent, so each battery didn't have a cook tent,

but we had our own cooking equipment.

JUDGE TURNER: A battalion is how many batteries?

MR. POWERS: Four, and a headquarters, four gun

batteries.

JUDGE TURNER: Plus a headquarters.

MR. POWERS: No, no, that wasn't right. We only had

three, three gun batteries, A, B, C, and the headquarters, so
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four.

We lived very primitively up there in Kiska till

December. In December they loaded us on LST's with not near

as big a ship as what we had gotten off of and they shipped us

back to Seattle. It took about ten days and it was rough,

,fifty-foot waves. That little old ship would go up and down

and most of the men were seasick. I mean it was terrible.

JUDGE TURNER: I can imagine.

MR. POWERS: But we landed in Seattle in about the

middle of December or the 10th or 15th, something like that,

and they loaded us on a troop train and shipped us back to

Fort Sill, Oklahoma.

We got to Fort Sill sometime in the latter part of

December and they gave us twenty-one days leave, gave our men

and officers and everybody had leave to go home. So I got on

a train or a bus or something and went down to Eustis and met

up with my wife and went over to Umatilla and bought a car.

I'd saved a little money, because she was working, I

was working. We were able to -- I think I paid eight hundred

dollars for an old Dodge car and we got in that car and

visited a little bit and got started on the way back to Fort

Sill and stopped in Sneads to visit with my father and sister

and stepmother and while there I got a telegram telling me,

"Don't bring family. Don't bring cars. Report back to Fort

Sill as soon as possible."
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So we took three or four days and got to Fort Sill

from Sneads.

JUDGE TURNER: With car, with family.

MR. POWERS: (Laughing) With car and with my wife.

Then when we got there, I went out there to the

,headquarters and found out that they had told us to start

getting ready for shipment to Newport News, Virginia. So that

took us about a month to get organized and everything

together, because they had told us that -- they didn't tell us

where we were going, but they told us to get prepared to

possibly have mules again, so we had to get that kind of

equipment together and everything.

So we got to Newport News, Virginia, sometime in

February or the first of March and we loaded on a troop ship

there where there was, if I remember correctly, somewhere

between a hundred and fifty and a hundred and sixty ships that

were in a convoy with destroyers on both sides and a carrier

leading us and it took us from Newport News, Virginia, to

Naples, Italy, thirty days on board ship.

JUDGE TURNER: My goodness.

MR. POWERS: We arrived in Naples somewhere around

March of '44 and then they put us on an Italian train and we

had some vehicles that we had then, trucks and jeeps and stuff

and . .

JUDGE TURNER: Now, what rank are you wearing at
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this point?

MR. POWERS: At this point I was a captain.

JUDGE TURNER: You're a captain. Okay.

MR. POWERS: I don't remember exactly when I was

promoted. I think it was sometime while I was in the Aleutian

,Islands maybe.

JUDGE TURNER: All right.

MR. POWERS: So we were shipped about a hundred

miles south of Naples and given all kinds of animals, Sardinia

mules and Italian mules, and we had to take those mules and

put our equipment on them and put our guns on them and our gun

equipment and train those mules to be able to -- you know, a

bucking mule is a hard thing to handle and so we trained those

till sometime about the first of May, maybe the last of April.

And from there we had been ordered to go into the

line where the 5th Army was along the Garigliano River where

the American soldiers was on the south side of the river and

the Germans were on the north side of the river at the base of

the mountains.

JUDGE TURNER: This was up in northern Italy.

MR. POWERS: No, this is central Italy.

JUDGE TURNER: Central Italy. Okay.

MR. POWERS: Just north of Naples. That's just --

it's probably a hundred miles from Rome, south of Rome, and

it's all mountainous, real mountainous, and that's the reason
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they had to have the pack artillery there.

So we started off there and we sat there along that

river and set our guns up and fired at the Germans from there

for a couple of weeks.

JUDGE TURNER: Did they fire back?

MR. POWERS: Oh, yeah. They had the eighty-eights

and they were shooting -- this is just a small piece, but we

had been there long enough to set up a two-holer outside of

the battery area and one morning my first lieutenant and

myself was sitting on this two-holer and we heard an eighty-

eight come over that hit about a hundred yards behind us and

then we heard one that hit in front of us about a hundred

yards.

JUDGE TURNER: Uh-oh. Uh-oh.

MR. POWERS: There was a hole about that deep, about

twenty-four inches deep, in front of that two-holer and we

heard one coming and I was on the bottom and my first

lieutenant was on top of me and there went our two-holer.

JUDGE TURNER: Did it hit the two-holer?

MR. POWERS: Almost, I mean just not far from it.

JUDGE TURNER: You didn't wait to find out.

MR. POWERS: No, we didn't wait to find out.

Anyway, we were within -- our guns were set up as

close as the administration building there from where we were

at that particular time and, anyway . .
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JUDGE TURNER: Did you lose any guns to that?

MR. POWERS: No, no, we didn't lose any guns.

Anyway, we had -- then had orders to get up --

actually, they separated our batteries. They took Battery A

and assigned them to a certain unit, infantry unit, and they

took Battery B and assigned them to a different unit. They

would assign us to a regiment, which is about a thousand or

fifteen hundred infantrymen, and then the artillery would be

following the infantry as they go.

And when we started up the mountains there, the

second day that we were on the march, we were still going up

the mountains and just at daylight we were getting to the top

of a mountain and somehow our infantry had been cut off or

gotten separated and a -- I don't know how big it was. It

probably was a company of German paratroopers attacked my

battery.

JUDGE TURNER: Oh, my goodness. Now, how many is in

a company?

MR. POWERS: Probably a hundred and fifty, something

like that.

Anyway, they attacked my battery. I was able to get

one gun in position to be able to fire it. We had Browning

automatic riflemen and everybody. We had time to dig some

foxholes and they were able to hold them off from where the

main part of our battery was, but the ones that went out front
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to set up foxholes to protect us was eight or ten and they got

captured by this company of paratroopers.

We could see them marching them down the side of a

mountain, but there wasn't any -- we couldn't shoot at them,

because we were afraid we'd shoot our own men and we could

,tell they had our men and during that particular time, that

same day, our infantry that had gotten maybe too far ahead

surrounded this group of Germans and captured them and got my

men back.

JUDGE TURNER: All right!

MR. POWERS: Every one of them.

JUDGE TURNER: I'll be darned.

MR. POWERS: And I was fortunate that I only lost

one man that day that was killed; several wounded. The one

was a medic and a corporal and, actually, I'm not sure if I

was the cause, but I'd heard somebody call for a medic and I

sent him to him. It was a German that had been calling for a

medic and that's when he was killed.

But one of the Browning automatic riflemen, they

went to the foxhole he'd been in and he probably killed eight

or ten Germans. You could see them out there twenty or thirty

yards from where he had been and he told me that night when he

got back, he said, "Captain Powers, I'm sorry that I had to

surrender." He said, "The only thing ... " He said, "They

shot me on this shoulder." They shot him on this shoulder and
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then they put one through his helmet, right through his

helmet, in the top of his head. He hadn't been hurt very bad.

He said, "The only thing white I had was toilet paper and I

waved -- and I surrendered with my toilet paper."

From then we marched on, continued this until we got

.to Rome and we were one of the first soldiers -- I remember

walking down the streets of Rome with the Italians on both

sides with flowers and flags and everything as we walked into

Rome. I mean that was something.

JUDGE TURNER: I saw you on the newsreel.

MR. POWERS: That was -- we were pushing to relieve

Anzio that had been part of our invasion force that got cut

off by the Germans and were just holding up there, but then

that was when D-Day came about. June the 6th, I believe, was

D-Day and we were about in Rome at that time, because we were

supposed to be a diversion for the invasion force that was

coming out of England into France.

When we got to Rome the fighting for us in Italy was

over and they pulled us back down to Naples and our battalion

formed down there again. The other batteries got back

together and our headquarters and all got back together.

And then in September of '44 we loaded on some

LST's. They pulled up there in the harbor or close to the

north of Naples up on the shore and opened the doors and we

went in and put -- down the middle we took a cable and tied it



43

and then we took our mules inside and tied them on that cable,

mules and horses and behind the mules and horses they had

bunks like that would unfold down like a cot, you know, that

was on each side of the ship.

Now, the officers got to find a little better place,

but we loaded our battery on one of those ships.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, you traveled from Naples to Rome

and back with mules and horses and on foot.

MR. POWERS: Well, I was probably in a jeep most of

the time, but, now, when I went through the mountains I was on

a horse but I was walking most of the time, but we didn't --

our vehicles that were part of supplies stayed behind.

JUDGE TURNER: Why was that?

MR. POWERS: Well, they couldn't get close to you

and the fact is we had to carry our supplies with us on the

mules, but they would know where we were and we'd know where

they were.

Highways were within four or five miles, you know,

of where we were up in the mountains, you know, and then we'd

get our resupplies from there. I mean we had supply trucks

and then we had vehicles, but then when we got to Rome, then I

had a vehicle and a jeep driver, you know,,:I mean, so . .

JUDGE TURNER: You're still a captain?

MR. POWERS: Yeah, still a captain. Yeah.

Anyway, they pulled us back about thirty, forty
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miles from Rome and we sat there for about sixty days, I

guess, thirty to sixty days, but then we went back down to

Naples and loaded on LST's and then in October, I believe it

was, we pulled into Nice with our ships and unloaded our mules

and vehicles and everything and went up into the mountains

between where France is on one side and Italy is on the other.

It's about forty miles from Nice to the Italian

border and we got to a little place called Peira-Cava. We set

our guns up there and the Germans had their guns on the other

side and we just shot back and forth there for a couple of

months, not trying to advance. We were trying to hold them

off. So we were able to do that.

So we were there during one time that I went to a

school in Paris for a week, some kind of a training school. I

mean . . .

JUDGE TURNER: How did you get from Nice to Paris?

MR. POWERS: By train.

JUDGE TURNER: By train?

MR. POWERS: By train.

In the latter part of January then we got -- of

'45 -- we got orders to proceed -- to be prepared to go into

Germany. So we went into Germany the first of February '45.

At that time they turned us into a security force and also I

had been promoted in December, I believe it was, of '44 to the

plans and training officer in the headquarters of the
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battalion, which was the number three officer in the

battalion. We had a commander, an executive officer and then

a plans and training officer, the S-3 they called him. I

became the third ranking officer in the battalion at that

time.

And then we would go in behind -- and when we went

into Germany at Worms, France, we went into Frankfurt and went

all the way across to Bamberg, which is almost in

Czechoslovakia. What they would do, the infantry would go in

and take a town and then we'd come in right behind them,

almost -- I was almost with them, and then we'd take over the

government.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, you're no longer commanding

field artillery?

MR. POWERS: No, no, we were security individuals.

JUDGE TURNER: Did you have any artillery with you

or was it just infantry?

MR. POWERS: No, no, no, only our personal guns.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay.

MR. POWERS: Pistols and grenades, you know, that

you carry.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay.

MR. POWERS: But, anyway, we would go in and set up

a civil government.

JUDGE TURNER: Using locals or . .
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MR. POWERS: Well, see, some of our men would have

to stay there.

JUDGE TURNER: I see.

MR. POWERS: But I'd have to go with the infantry

until they got to the next town, I mean, because I was having

to be the plans and training officer to set up people, but

then we'd turn it over to the Germans as we learned who they

were, which ones were . . .

JUDGE TURNER: You could rely on.

MR. POWERS: .. . which ones were not Nazis and

some of them of them weren't, you know. There were still a

lot of Germans that had to be Hell Hitlers, but they were not

Hitler men.

JUDGE TURNER: Right. Right.

MR. POWERS: So, anyway, we had to start setting up,

as we went across Germany, then I was one of the first

soldiers in Dachau.

JUDGE TURNER: I want to stop you before you get

there, because that's an important story. How could you tell

who was and who was not a Hitler person, as you say? How

would you . .

MR. POWERS: We kind of guessed at it. It was a

guesstimate.

JUDGE TURNER: You talked to the local people and
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MR. POWERS: Yes, had to talk to the local people

and naturally you had interpreters, but you had -- we didn't

take all of our men out either. I mean we left people along

the way.

JUDGE TURNER: And the German Army was retreating.

MR. POWERS: But I had a battalion then, not a

battery. Then we had five or six hundred men that we were

leaving some of them along as we went.

JUDGE TURNER: And the army was retreating -- the

German Army was retreating ahead of you.

MR. POWERS: That's right. That's right.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay.

MR. POWERS: So we got to Bamberg and that was

straight across Germany. Then we started south.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, what larger army are you part of

at this point?

MR. POWERS: We were 7th Army.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay. And who was the commanding

general, do you remember?

MR. POWERS: Patch.

JUDGE TURNER: Patton was the . .

MR. POWERS: General Patch. And.:we were the 5th

Army in Italy and General Clark was the commanding general in

Italy and Patch was . .

JUDGE TURNER: Did you ever see the famous one,
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General Patton, with his pearl-handled revolver?

MR. POWERS: No, no, no, I never saw him.

Patton was not the commanding general; Patch was.

JUDGE TURNER: Patch, okay.

MR. POWERS: Patton had the tanks. He had a tank

.division.

JUDGE TURNER: Right.

MR. POWERS: He was not the army commander.

JUDGE TURNER: That's right.

MR. POWERS: Patch was and Patton was the one that

was going across there too fast and we lost a lot of good

Americans because he would run in there with the tanks where

they had prison camps and then the prisoners would want to get

out and come back and a lot of them got killed, because if

they had stayed in the prisons, they would have come home.

JUDGE TURNER: You could have liberated them?

MR. POWERS: That's right. That's right. Well, we

had gotten them surrounded, but some of them wanted to get

out.

But then when we got to Bamberg, I started south and

Dachau was one of the first ones I went in. That was a German

concentration camp and I was one of the first officers in

there.

JUDGE TURNER: Tell us what you saw there.

MR. POWERS: I saw a trainload of approximately



49

fifty boxcars and gondolas of dead people that had fallen in

that train, apparently from the time they were put on there

until they got down to Dachau.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, these were Jews and other folks?

MR. POWERS: They were mostly Jews. I'm sure they

,were Jews.

But then they had an incinerator there at the

concentration camp that had naked people that were stacked

like cord wood.

JUDGE TURNER: Waiting to go in the incinerator?

MR. POWERS: Waiting to be put in the incinerator.

There must have been two or three hundred of them . . .

JUDGE TURNER: Oh, my god.

MR. POWERS: .. . I mean, outside stacked up ten

foot high and we had to keep the Jewish ones that were inside

JUDGE TURNER: The live ones.

MR. POWERS: The live ones, because they wanted to

get out, but we had to guard them, because it was best for

them to stay right where they were, because we couldn't take

them anywhere. We started feeding them and that kind of

stuff, but, anyway, I didn't stay there but twenty-four hours

or so and then I went on down to Munich.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, did you have some responsibility

for setting up the local government there to deal with that?
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MR. POWERS: Well, mainly I had to communicate --

no, no. Mainly I would communicate with our infantry

commanders to make sure that they left enough guards and I had

left enough of my men there to make sure that they were safe.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, when you got to Dachau, all the

,Germans were gone?

MR. POWERS: Oh, yeah, except the dead ones.

JUDGE TURNER: And they just left these people right

there.

MR. POWERS: I mean the dead soldiers.

JUDGE TURNER: Right. But there weren't many of

them.

MR. POWERS: No -- well, yeah, there was quite a few

dead ones there.

JUDGE TURNER: Well, I thought that the Germans sort

of withdrew ahead of this advance and just left the . . .

MR. POWERS: Well, they left some there at Dachau.

But then we went on into Munich and Nuremberg and

from there to Berchtesgaden.

JUDGE TURNER: And when is it now? What month is it

now?

MR. POWERS: This is in May, about May the 7th.

And when we got to Berchtesgaden, we were the first

American soldiers that went there and, fortunately, the

Germans had all gone and left everything, but they -- Hitler
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had a dining house, a mess hall, there that he had put up and

they had stolen silverware, I guess, from all over Germany and

set up a nice -- it was a retreat that he had down at

Berchtesgaden. He had an eagle's next up on top of the

mountain. I think he had an elevator. I never did ride it,

,but, anyway . . .

JUDGE TURNER: Now, help me understand where

Berchtesgaden is.

MR. POWERS: Berchtesgaden is on the border of

Germany and Switzerland, actually more Switzerland and

Austria, because when we left Berchtesgaden, it was probably

fifteen or twenty miles to Obersalzburg and that's where,

actually, we took over a motel and set up as our headquarters

there for living quarters in Obersalzburg and this was in May

of '45.

But when I left Berchtesgaden I had picked up some

of Hitler's silverware and I have fifteen or twenty pieces of

it out here at my house, five or six forks and knives and a

silver tray and a casserole and a tea pitcher and a milk

pitcher and a teapot, you know.

Anyway, just as a side, I'm trying to sell it now

and I've contacted some antique people and.I've contacted the

Jewish rabbi here in Gainesville, Rabbi Lehmann, and I've told

him that whenever I sell it, whatever I get out of it except

the expense that I have, I'm going to give it to the synagogue
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JUDGE TURNER: Bravo.

MR. POWERS: .. .because of what I saw that the

Germans did to the Jews.

JUDGE TURNER: Well, it ought to be worth something.

MR. POWERS: Well, I don't know what it will be

worth, but, anyway, whatever I do, I'm going to give the money

to -- I tried to give them the silverware, but they didn't

think they should take it.

JUDGE TURNER: How interesting.

MR. POWERS: They didn't think they would -- they

just -- I gave him one piece and he brought it back. He said

he just -- they had discussed it in the group and they felt

like if I wanted to do something, they would be glad to accept

any gifts and I told him what I would do, I'd try and sell it

and I've contacted a few antique people and so I possibly

could get rid of it.

Anyway, from Berchtesgaden I went into Salzburg,

Austria. It's a big city. I don't know how big it is,

probably two or three hundred thousand people, but the Germans

had set up approximately -- they had approximately eighty

thousand displaced persons in Salzburg in approximately

twenty-five camps.

JUDGE TURNER: Displaced from where?

MR. POWERS: Russia, France, England, America.
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JUDGE TURNER: Are these prisoners of war or . . .

MR. POWERS: No, they were just laborers mainly.

They were used as laborers. Russian women, they'd take them

out in the fields, the Germans would, and make them work and

raise potatoes and whatever they raised over there in Germany.

.They used them as laborers. Also they just kept them in these

concentration camps, Yugoslavs, Hungarians and Albanians, you

know, all down -- and Greeks.

And we had to separate a lot of them. The Russians

have White Russians and Red Russians and they'd fight each

other. The Yugoslavs, just like they're doing over there now,

they're killing each other, we had to separate them. And I

was responsible for seeing they got fed and took care of as

long as I was there.

JUDGE TURNER: And didn't kill each other.

MR. POWERS: Didn't kill each other.

But mainly we made the Germans -- actually, in

Austria we were having the Austrians and the Germans feed

them. We were making them feed them. I mean when we looked

after them, we had to keep people out there, you know, our own

soldiers, but I mean I was responsible for that and I was

responsible for that until July.

I'll just give you one small snip about that

concentration camp. I loaded up a trainload of Hungarians and

put a second lieutenant on the train and told him to take them
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home, so they took off on that train to Hungary. He hadn't

gotten back before I left Salzburg, but I'm sure he got back.

But, anyway, just a small story, down here on 8th

Avenue is a little repair shop called Beano's. They repair

coffee pots and toasters and everything.

JUDGE TURNER: Between 6th Street and . . .

MR. POWERS: It's between 6th Street and Main

Street.

JUDGE TURNER: Right. Yeah, I know where it is.

MR. POWERS: Yeah. It's on the left there.

JUDGE TURNER: Next to that car wash.

MR. POWERS: Where Clark Butler's father had a

market there fifty years ago.

JUDGE TURNER: I've had some repair work done at

Beano's. I know right where you're talking about.

MR. POWERS: But, anyway, there's a little repair

shop there and one day I was in there getting a coffee pot or

toaster repaired and the fellow talked pretty -- a foreign

language and I said, "Beano, what country are you from?"

He says, "I'm from Hungary."

I said, "Well, I remember in 1945 I loaded up a

trainload of Hungarians in Salzburg, Austria, and shipped them

home to try to get them back to their place."

He said, "Mr. Powers, I was eighteen years old and I

was on that train."
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JUDGE TURNER: How wonderful. What a marvelous

story. What a marvelous story.

MR. POWERS: Anyway, I came back -- I got a telegram

telling me I had a special project, I could fly home. So I

rode the train to Marseille and got on an airplane and they

,flew me to Casablanca and down to Dakar and across to Brazil

and up to Miami through Puerto Rico and from there I flew to

Milwaukee and up to Wisconsin where my wife was and I went up

there and we visited a few days up there and -- and I've got

to go back just a little bit.

On that trip from Eustis to Fort Sill, Oklahoma,

while we were out there for about a month or so something

happened in my family and then when I was finally -- sometime

in April or May of '44 -- I got a letter from my wife saying

that she was pregnant, so then our first daughter was born

September of '44.

JUDGE TURNER: Her name is?

MR. POWERS: Her name was Lacy Diana.

Lacy Diana was -- I don't remember the date, but she

was born when I was in Italy and I knew it was time and I

always had a soft spot in my heart for the Red Cross, because

I went to the Red Cross there and I said, "Can you find out if

my daughter has been born or if the child has been born?" I

didn't know what it was, you know.

But, anyway, they notified me that it was a baby
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girl and she was born a certain date and she was about eight

to ten days old then. So I found out through the Red Cross

that I had a daughter.

Anyway, when we got back and I got to see my

daughter -- she was a year old then, almost a year old -- and

-while I was there the atom bomb fell on Japan and I got a

telegram up in Wisconsin, "Report back to Camp Blanding,

Florida, for separation." So in September we drove back to

Camp Blanding and I separated.

And with my wife and daughter, we drove back over

here to Gainesville and I lacked two courses getting my

degree. So I went in there to see Dean Matherly and he

greeted me -- because he knew me before I left school, he

greeted me quite profusely and commended me for what I'd done

for the country.

And I told him, I said, "Dean, I lack two courses

getting my degree. I'm in service now." Even though I went

to Blanding, I had built up time until my separation wasn't

until November the 20th of '45; therefore, I was still on the

army's payroll until November.

So he said, "Curtis, you want a job?"

I said, "Dean, I got a wife and daughter out there

in the car."

He said, "Well, you've got a major in accounting,

haven't you?"



57

I said, "Yes, sir, I sure have."

He said, "Well, get in your car and go to

Tallahassee and see Bryan Willis. He's the state auditor.

He's hurting for help."

So me and my wife and daughter drove to Tallahassee

,and I went in there to see Mr. Willis and my brother had

worked for him, so he knew the family and he said, "You got a

job. Report to Pensacola to Mr. Mobley and start to work."

So in September of '45 we drove to Pensacola and

rented an apartment and I started to work for the state

auditing department. We were out there five or six months and

then they transferred me from there. From there I went to

Perry and did Taylor County and from there I went to

Titusville and did Brevard County and from there I went over

to Volusia County to DeLand and I audited Volusia County.

While we were in DeLand a sad thing happened. We --

my daughter then was two years old. We went to visit with my

brother at the dairy in Umatilla and while we were there

somehow she had found a chocolate milk bottle and thought it

was chocolate milk and drank some of it and it was poison.

JUDGE TURNER: Oh, my goodness.

MR. POWERS: We had her in Eustis to the emergency

room where Jimmy knew the doctors and everybody because she

had worked there and our daughter lived about six hours. So

that -- and she's buried in Umatilla.
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Anyway, from DeLand the state assigned me to the

Gainesville district, so in '47 we moved to Gainesville. We

bought a home over here in East Gainesville and I had the

district with five or six assistants helping me. I did

Alachua County, I did Levy County. Marion Petit, his first

,job was with me in Levy County and he was a state auditor.

And then I audited Dixie County and Putnam County and Sunland

Training Center.

JUDGE TURNER: Did you ever get those other two

courses from the university?

MR. POWERS: Yes. When we moved here in '47 I went

out there and took those courses. The state auditing

department allowed me to take off a couple of hours three days

a week to go out there and go to school and in June of '48 I

passed . . .

JUDGE TURNER: '47?

MR. POWERS: No, but I didn't start until the

semester of '48. We moved here in '47, late '47.

JUDGE TURNER: All right.

MR. POWERS: So I registered and went to the first

semester in '48. In June of '48 I got a degree.

JUDGE TURNER: All right. This was a bachelor's

degree in accounting?

MR. POWERS: I got a BSBA.

JUDGE TURNER: Right, I got the same degree.
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MR. POWERS: That's what I got.

Anyway, I started auditing these counties in this

area, Bradford County, and got acquainted with people in the

courthouse here, started trading here on Main Street at the

Ralph Stoutamire Motor Company and I bought a '49 Plymouth, a

,new one, from Mr. Stoutamire. Cars were hard to get then,

but, anyway, I bought a new Plymouth.

Went in there one day in '49 and he said, "Curtis,

can I talk to you?"

I said, "Sure. Sure."

He called me back in his office and said, "Would you

like to get in the car business?"

I says, "I don't know. I don't know. I've got a

good job like it is."

He offered me fifty dollars more a month pay than I

was making with the state auditing department.

JUDGE TURNER: Which was how much?

MR. POWERS: It was three hundred and fifty dollars

a month. I was making three hundred.

JUDGE TURNER: That's a big pay raise.

MR. POWERS: And sold me seven shares of stock on

credit and I don't remember how much they were, but there were

only fifty shares outstanding. Him and T.J. Hawes owned the

others.

But in '52 he got sick and then in early '53 he told
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T.J. and myself that he'd just better get out of the car

business and sold half of his stock to me and the other to

T.J., so that we had twenty-five shares apiece, so we owned

half and half.

We flipped a coin to see who would be president and

,who would be secretary and treasurer and T.J. got to be

president and it got to be Hawes-Powers. So I was in the car

business as an owner. I was part-owner before that, but then

I was owner in '53.

But in '65 -- well, actually, before then, along in

'49, I joined the Jaycees and all the Red Cross things and I

joined all the other things that was here as a Democrat at

that time and in '52 I ran for county commission against Edgar

Johnson.

JUDGE TURNER: I'll be darned.

MR. POWERS: And me not being here very long and him

being an old person around here and a lawyer, he beat me.

So then along in '60, sometime in early '62 and '63

I changed parties, changed because the Democrats left me.

JUDGE TURNER: You wound up being a loyal

Republican.

MR. POWERS: I couldn't believe what they were

saying.

But in '65 I had a heart attack and I was out of the

motor company for about three months. At that time Henry
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Graham was my doctor. He's gone now. You may not have ever

known him.

JUDGE TURNER: No, I didn't know Henry Graham.

He told me one day, he said, "Curtis, let me tell

you something. The pressure you have been under in this car

business has caused your problems and I think that if you can

get something else to do, I think you'll be better off."

So then in '69 when J.B. Carmichael went to the

county commissioners -- they were running the county and

everything and Howard Weston -- and asked for one more

employee and they turned him down and J.B. went home and died.

So there was a vacancy in the clerk's office.

JUDGE TURNER: And Claude Kirk was governor.

MR. POWERS: And Claude Kirk was the governor and

Jim Richardson was his right-hand person in Tallahassee, who

was a personal friend of mine who I'd gotten acquainted with

in the car business and in the Jaycees and some of the other

things here.

JUDGE TURNER: And there couldn't have been a

hundred Republicans in Alachua County then.

MR. POWERS: No, no, there was eight percent of us

Republicans . .

JUDGE TURNER: Is that right?

MR. POWERS: .. . of us Republicans, eight percent.

And so I notified Jim that if the governor so felt,
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I would like to be the clerk, so the latter part or the middle

of September, they called me and said I'd been appointed by

Governor Kirk.

In fact, as Jim later told me, that him and the

governor was flying to Gainesville and the governor asked him,

"Jim, who do you think I ought to appoint as clerk down in

Gainesville?"

And Jim told him, says, "I think Curtis Powers would

make you a good one."

JUDGE TURNER: And Jim was always known for his

reticence. I'm surprised he came forward with that

suggestion.

MR. POWERS: Anyway, that started me in the clerk

business and just as an example of things that happened, the

first clerks meeting that I went to was at the Georgia-Florida

football game where the clerks used to meet and party. They'd

get -- they just would party. They were party clerks and

there wasn't no deputies, there was just clerks, I mean. So

in the spring of '70 I had gotten acquainted with Robert

Driggers and I wasn't doing much because I was having to run

for office.

So anyway I had to prepare to run, but I only had

eight employees and when I went to the board of county

commissioners meetings, I had to sit out in the audience to

take my notes to see what they were doing. They didn't think



63

I had anything to do with the county commission, that I didn't

have -- and, actually, back there they had passed special

acts, back in '64 or '63, '65, sometime, that took all of the

financial things away from the constitutional officers and

Howard Weston and the board of county commissioners were

,running all of everything here in this county.

But, anyway, I got elected, fortunately, against

Denton Wilson was in the county judge's office and he ran, but

Perman Roberts, an unknown, beat him and I don't know how that

happened, but then I -- I just remember some of the statistics

on that first election.

The results were coming in from all over the county

around, Roberts, Roberts, Roberts. He won every precinct in

the county except two and that two was Rochelle where the

Zetrouers and all of those people lived and Micanopy. I won

those two precincts. But in the city of Gainesville I won

every precinct except two and I won by about two thousand

votes, I think it was. I lost thirteen and twenty-eight, the

two east precincts, which you know what they are.

JUDGE TURNER: When did you make major?

MR. POWERS: When I retired. I mean that was

automatic. I mean I made major.

JUDGE TURNER: You retired as a major?

MR. POWERS: I retired as a major, yes, and then I

was in the army reserve here for twelve years. I put in
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seventeen years of good service and then my family -- as I was

telling her, my daughter Candy was born in '51, my daughter

Jane was born in '53 -- no, '49 was Candy, '51 was Jane, '53

was Jill. That's my three daughters.

But I put seventeen years in the reserve, which if

I'd put three more, I would have got an army retirement, but

my family -- I was having to go to camp every summer to keep

that reserve in force and they said, "You don't ever give us

any vacation. You're going to camp all the time." So I

dropped out of the reserve after seventeen years, so

JUDGE TURNER: I see. One of the stories you

haven't told is how you and Robert Driggers got together.

MR. POWERS: Well, okay. Okay. I'm fixing to get

to that. But I got elected. That's where we finished up. I

got elected and then in the spring of '71 Robert Driggers and

myself got together and I asked him to see if he could get a

federal grant for the clerks association so we could start

some education programs and he got twenty thousand dollars.

I contacted the University of Florida Continuing

Education Department and they started setting up schools for

us, training sessions for the clerks. This was strictly

clerks. And the first one I think was here at the Holiday Inn

here in Gainesville and some of the university professors came

and spoke and some of the older clerks spoke and from there,

we moved them around the state and we kept -- and that started
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a program for clerks and that, I'm sure -- I forget when I was

-- I was made some of the officers in the clerks association.

JUDGE TURNER: I know you were president of it at

one time.

MR. POWERS: Yeah, I know. In '73-74 I was second

vice president; '74-75 I was the first vice president; '75 and

'76 I was president of the clerks association and was very

active, very active.

But once I got elected the next big thing that

happened to me was January of '73, but first then I had to run

again in '72, but I didn't have an opponent. Fortunately, I

didn't have an opponent, but in January of '73 Article V went

into effect and that dissolved the county judges court, the

court of record and the city of Gainesville also abolished

city court, which they had a choice to do. They could have

kept it until '77, I believe, but they -- so in January of '73

I went from about, I think I probably had, twelve or thirteen

employees to thirty-five or forty employees.

JUDGE TURNER: Oh, my goodness.

MR. POWERS: And I got the space where the county

judge's office was and I got the city court space. So we had

quite a chore in consolidating all those employees and then

having to service -- and I forget now. There were three

circuit judges and I forget -- I think two county judges.

Well, there may not have been but one.
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JUDGE TURNER: I think there was only one county

judge.

MR. POWERS: I don't remember when the judges came

along. I don't have a record of that or recollection. All I

know is how many there was when I retired.

JUDGE TURNER: I think there was still only one

then.

MR. POWERS: Anyway, we used the county court up on

the third floor and the circuit court where the county

commission meeting room is now, that was the only circuit

court we had and then we used the court down at the city.

Anyway, I started working with Gene Whitworth.

Actually, it was in '73 I called the state auditing department

and I forget who I talked to up there. I think it was Mr.

Henry, because he was still there, because he was there when I

was auditor. And I said, "They've got problems in Alachua

County that you all need to look into. The county

commissioners are just doing things and the county

administrator is doing things that I think is just terrible."

So, anyway, they sent one or two auditors and I

think the main one was Ed Majors and he started auditing the

board of county commissioners. Every now and then he'd tell

me he was finding things that didn't look right, so I think it

was in '74 that he made a tentative report -- maybe it was the

first of '75 -- but, anyway, when that came out, I went to
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Gene Whitworth and finally got Joe Crevasse to go with me and

we requested that he call a grand jury to investigate what's

been going on in Alachua County and how it was being run and

that went on -- they had to extend it, because they couldn't

finish it in those twelve months and they extended it for

,another six months.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, who were the county

commissioners then?

MR. POWERS: Jon Wershow, Jack Durrance . . .

JUDGE TURNER: Sid Martin.

MR. POWERS: .. . Ed Turlington.

Sid had gone to the state.

JUDGE TURNER: He was already gone?

MR. POWERS: He was already gone.

And I think it was Shelly Downs and Perry McGriff.

I believe that was it. I don't remember exactly. I'd have to

go look it up.

Anyway, Whitworth really went into it and you know

the outcome of most of that.

JUDGE TURNER: Well, you're telling your story, so

you have to tell it.

MR. POWERS: Okay. Okay. From the best of my

memory, the grand jury indicted three county commissioners, Ed

Turlington, Jack Durrance and Jon Wershow, and they criticized

me for being too lax in trying to perform the duties that the
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clerk was supposed to do.

I'd like to go back a little bit. In 1970 -- I

think Ralph Ceylon may have been one of the commissioners back

then.

JUDGE TURNER: That sounds right.

MR. POWERS: But in 1970 I think he was elected and

then I went to him and said, "Now, Ralph, I'm the clerk for

the board of county commissioners and I think I should have a

seat in there."

And they finally gave me one on a lower deck and

then later on -- I think two or three years later -- they had

another vote and the commission finally had the county

attorney move down to the seat I was in and let me sit with

the board of county commissioners on an equal basis and,

naturally, after the county commissioners' report came in, I

aent to you and asked you . . .

JUDGE TURNER: After the grand jury report came in.

MR. POWERS: That's the grand jury report.

JUDGE TURNER: Yes.

MR. POWERS: I went to you and asked you if you'd

Eile suit against the board of county commissioners and from

there . .

JUDGE TURNER: What year was that?

MR. POWERS: That had to be in '76, late '75 or

Early '76, because the grand jury -- the supreme court ruling
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on Judge Green's ruling -- and I admire him for doing it

from -- he had to have studied that real good. He made that

report, the findings of the court verbally and he didn't look

like he had any notes and he ruled in my favor and what the --

and that the county's special acts were unconstitutional that

had taken away the duties of some of the other constitutional

officers and the clerk; mainly the clerk's responsibility in

the record keeping and taking care of the finances and so

there we got the ruling and then they appealed and we went to

the supreme court and they ruled in '77 or '78 then I became

clerk to the board of county commissioners officially with the

county.

Now, there's a lot of things that happened during

those years in the clerks. In '75, '76 I was deputy clerk to

the supreme court, because I was clerk to the second state-

wide grand jury and that was for eighteen months.

JUDGE TURNER: But before you go there, because

we're making an oral history here, the significance of the

decision that originated with Judge Green and ended with the

Florida Supreme Court was what exactly to the clerks of the

state of Florida?

MR. POWERS: It gave them the financial

responsibility of the county as county comptroller and made

him clerk of the board of county commissioners to officially

keep the records and be able to make -- keep the minutes of
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the board of county commissioners.

That pretty much was what it amounted to, because he

had been the clerk to the court, I mean as far as the judges

and all, except his budget.

JUDGE TURNER: Right.

MR. POWERS: I mean the board continued to handle,

up until that decision, that the employees of the clerk's

office were paid by the board of county commissioners, even

though I signed their checks. But then after that ruling,

then I became -- the funds for the clerk, the sheriff and the

property appraiser and the tax collector and the supervisor of

elections then got to handle their own budgets and the same

way with all the clerks of the state of Florida.

That's the reason they have always admired me,

because so many of them would tell me, said, "Curtis, I read

that opinion just about once a month to make sure that they

aren't trying to take things away from me."

JUDGE TURNER: So it gave you, in addition to the

control of the funds, gave you sort of oversight, or at least

access, to their interactions as well, as the clerk of the

court.

MR. POWERS: I've got a couple of things here that

shows the civic activities that I have had. I can read them

or whatever.

JUDGE TURNER: No, we can attach them unless you
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want to elaborate on them.

MR. POWERS: There's two of them here. Some of it

overlaps there.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay.

MR. POWERS: I gave her that other stuff there.

Did I tell you that I was appointed by the governor

to the judicial council . . .

JUDGE TURNER: No.

MR. POWERS: .. . in February of '77 and I served

until July the 29th of '79. That's the Judicial Council of

Florida.

JUDGE TURNER: What is the Judicial Council of

Florida?

MR. POWERS: What is it?

JUDGE TURNER: What is it? Yes.

MR. POWERS: The judicial council is a body of

judges, supreme court judges, circuit judges and two clerks, I

believe, serve on the judicial council that make

recommendations to the legislature and mainly to the supreme

court as to what they should be doing, I mean any activities

that they have or any recommendations that they might have for

legislation or rulings by the supreme court.

JUDGE TURNER: Okay.

MR. POWERS: If I remember correctly, I think that's

right.
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JUDGE TURNER: Okay. Do you have a copy of this,

Virginia?

MR. POWERS: Oh, no, she can have that.

JUDGE TURNER: Are you sure? You have handwritten

notes on it.

MR. POWERS: Oh, that's all right. That's all

right.

JUDGE TURNER: We'll make this an exhibit, Madam

Court Reporter.

MR. POWERS: But, anyway, after the supreme court

ruling I set up an accounting department with two CPA's and

fifteen or twenty clerks and accountants and I started

handling the clerk's office accounts and seeing how that we

could make a little more money.

I changed the cost of copies from fifteen cents to a

dollar, because normally when the public comes in and asks for

a copy of a record, it takes the cost of probably a couple or

three dollars for the clerk's office to look it up and make a

copy on the machine and you try to make sure that the office

is run as close to being financially as possible to be -- that

you take in enough money to cover the cost of the clerk of the

court.

Now, covering the cost of being county comptroller

is the responsibility of the board of county commissioners and

they should make sure that there's enough money coming in, but
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I was always interested in making sure -- and I was on the

legislative committee of the clerks association for just about

every year I was clerk almost -- but to make sure that the

price that we charged for recording and the price that we

charged for taking in a case . . .

JUDGE TURNER: Filing fees.

MR. POWERS: Filing fees. I was always interested

in making sure that that came about.

Now, I was on the committee that set up the

certified clerks and I was one of the first certified clerks

that the supreme court certified and that was in January of

1980 and Robert Driggers was there with me, because we had

been instrumental in getting the legislature -- and that set-

up -- certified clerk means that a clerk has to have so much

education, a college degree, so many points, but the

continuing education that Robert Driggers and myself developed

back in the early stages, they have to have so many hours of

that training and I think it's about thirty or forty hours a

year that they have to -- and I think it's really made the

clerks association more representative and more being

qualified . .

JUDGE TURNER: Yes.

MR. POWERS: .. . to be clerk.

JUDGE TURNER: Well, when you take on a job like

that as an elected official, you don't know what to do.



71

MR. POWERS: Yeah, I think that pretty much comes up

until -- I might give you this. I retired in January 1993

after twenty-three years and three and a half months and one

of the reasons that I retired is because my wife had become an

invalid and it -- we had built in '92 a home with no steps and

,handicap bars and all so it would make it easier for her,

because she had fallen and broken one hip and she had fallen

and broken another hip and she just got to be a complete

invalid.

In '94 I had to start hiring daytime help twelve

hours a day to take care of her, because I could not actually

handle her in the best way possible and then in '95 I hired

twenty-four-hour care.

JUDGE TURNER: '95.

MR. POWERS: Yeah, I had three different ladies that

would work twenty-four hours a day and sleep in the room that

I built so that there would be a door between my wife and

where the aides -- nurses aides is what they were called --

nurses aides would sleep.

I also had bought an alarm that she could mash that

would alarm the house if she needed help and then December

20th, 1997, she went to sleep and having been an army nurse, I

made arrangements for her to be buried in the national

cemetery down at Bushnell, Florida, with a space next to her

for me where a veteran can actually have a space where he can
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be buried and his wife could be buried, but it's on top of

each other, rather than in the separate graves. But, anyway,

they have a space for me and they'll put a marker up there

next to her.

JUDGE TURNER: Well, that's where we'll take you

when the time comes.

MR. POWERS: That's right. And, for your

information, Virginia, I've already picked the preacher to

preach the funeral and asked my friend here, Larry Turner, if

he'd say a few words and that's when he suggested that we make

a history of this and I appreciate both of you . . .

JUDGE TURNER: I can't tell you how flattered I am

to be asked.

I want to get you to think a little bit about your

activities now. I know that you go fishing every Thursday

with a bunch of friends.

MR. POWERS: Well, I fish just about every Thursday

and I belong to the Eastside Garden Club.

JUDGE TURNER: Who are the other members of the

Eastside Garden Club?

MR. POWERS: Well, Judge Fagan is one of them, Joe

Wilcox is another, my brother Earl is one. There's about

seventy members and they're mostly retired people.

JUDGE TURNER: And what does the Eastside Garden

Club do and where does it meet?
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MR. POWERS: They meet out at Powers Park, it's on

Newnan's Lake, every Thursday afternoon and they bring in

their fish and they clean them and cook them and eat them and

have a good time.

It's really -- it's a real good group and there's

,generally twenty-five or thirty there every Thursday

afternoon. There's five or six boats that go fishing and

bring in the fish and -- like Marvin Gresham and Bill Carter

and Ed Eheming and Billy Wolz who used to be in the army with

me -- in the reserves, not the regular army, but in the

reserves with me. Wade Hampton is a very active member and

there are quite a few more that if I stop and think, I can

remember some of their names, but my fishing partners are Rob

McIngosh and Dr. Buck Ruffin.

JUDGE TURNER: What we're going to do is Virginia is

going to take her time, but when she types this, I'll give it

to you to read and then you can make notes on things and add

information to it.

In addition to that, you belong to and are active in

what church?

MR. POWERS: I'm not active. I'm a member of the

First Methodist.

JUDGE TURNER: All right. Do attend there regularly

or not?

MR. POWERS: No, I don't. I don't.
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My wife was a Catholic and we just didn't -- now, I

think my daughter Jane belongs to the Baptist church here and

my oldest daughter belongs to the Catholic church and I don't

know -- my daughter Jill lives in St. Pete. I don't know what

she does down there.

JUDGE TURNER: Do you have any other affiliations?

Are you still active in any of the service clubs?

MR. POWERS: Well, I belong to a little club that

meets every Monday night, but I don't want you to write this

down. It's just a little poker group and we just play a small

game, fifty cents and a dollar and we meet in houses around,

each house, and we start at seven o'clock and quit at ten-

thirty. I mean that's a.-- and there's eight members, eight

members, and we try to have seven at every game.

It's just a fun group that . . .

JUDGE TURNER: It's actually permitted by law,

Curtis, so it's okay.

MR. POWERS: Huh?

JUDGE TURNER: It's legal. It is legal, so you

don't need to worry about it.

MR. POWERS: Well, I . .

JUDGE TURNER: Poker games of that size are legal.

MR. POWERS: Now, since my wife passed away, I

bought a little place up in Ellijay, Georgia.

JUDGE TURNER: Oh, you did?
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MR. POWERS: It's a little two-bedroom, two-bath

home. Ellijay is sixty miles northeast of Atlanta, fifteen

miles from the Tennessee line. It's in the mountains.

JUDGE TURNER: Are you in the foothills or in the

mountains themselves?

MR. POWERS: It's in the mountains and I've been up

there three or four times this summer. And my brother Earl is

over at Lake Toxaway in North Carolina, which is the other

side of Highlands, and his wife asked me to come up there and

sit with him while she went to Scotland, because he got in an

accident here in Gainesville last fall and has been needing

somebody to look after him more or less and he's diabetic.

JUDGE TURNER: Now, do you have other friends that

have homes up in the Georgia area where your cabin is?

MR. POWERS: Yeah, yeah, yeah. I have one that's --

Sowell, Sarah Sowell, used to work for me. She and her

husband is an ex-highway patrolman and he has a home -- they

have one about ten miles from where mine is and it's up there

close to Blue Ridge. You know, Blue Ridge is right on the

Tennessee line and Jasper is south of there where Aden Keeter

has a place.

But I've gotten acquainted with quite a few

neighbors up there, so it's interesting.

JUDGE TURNER: So you do some fishing, you play some

poker, you go to the mountains.
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MR. POWERS: I go to the mountains, yeah, and then I

play the stock market a little bit.

JUDGE TURNER: Do you? You do your own trading?

MR. POWERS: Yes.

JUDGE TURNER: Do you do it on the computer or how

do you do it?

MR. POWERS: No, no, no, I do it at the bank, at

First Union. I have a joint account there with my daughter,

Jane, here.

And that little place I bought up there in Georgia

is in two of my daughters' names, Jane and Jill.

My oldest daughter was born handicapped.

JUDGE TURNER: I remember.

MR. POWERS: And I've been having to support her

ever since she's -- all the time. Me and my wife bought her a

mobile home and put it over in Dixie County and then her

husband passed away and we moved it over to Bronson, but I've

had to help her a lot.

Jane, my daughter here, has got four children and

two of them -- one just graduated from the university and my

wife and myself have sent them all to college.

JUDGE TURNER: Oh, is that right?

MR. POWERS: We paid their tuition and bought their

books and . .

JUDGE TURNER: Life has been good to you.
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MR. POWERS: Yes, it has. Yes, it has.

And she's got two little ones now. She's married to

Steve McKinney. He owns Cafe Gardens and Jane is a P.A. and

works for Dr. Flowers, the dermatologist. She runs his clinic

out there at the University Medical Center and Steve runs the

cafe.

JUDGE TURNER: I didn't have any idea that was your

relative.

MR. POWERS: Yeah, and they have two sons. They're

nine and eleven.

JUDGE TURNER: So how many grandchildren do you have

total?

MR. POWERS: Four.

JUDGE TURNER: Four. Okay.

MR. POWERS: And they all belong to Jane. They all

live right here in Gainesville and they visit with me. In

fact, my grandson Jason called me and said, "Granddaddy, can I

go to the ball game with you tomorrow?"

I said, "You just be at my house at five o'clock and

we'll go."

JUDGE TURNER: Wonderful.

MR. POWERS: Because I go to all the football games.

That's here. I don't go out of town. I've got four tickets

I've had for about forty years right on the thirty-yard line

there on the west side, no steps or anything; just walk in and
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go to my seat.

JUDGE TURNER: Those are worth a small fortune

today.

MR. POWERS: That's right. That's right. I like

football and I'm interested in it.

I watch a lot of television.

JUDGE TURNER: Do you go to any of the other

activities out here at the university?

MR. POWERS: No, no. I go and watch some of my

grandchildren some.

But my daughter and Steve have taken in his nephew.

He's fifteen years old, goes to GHS. His father was Honduran

and his father passed away and his mother didn't -- had two or

three little children and he was down in Honduras with his

grandparents and Steve and Jane took him in and they're taking

care of him and sending him to school and he lives with them.

It's mighty nice that they would do that.

JUDGE TURNER: It is indeed.

MR. POWERS: And he's playing football over there at

GHS and played baseball with them and he's coming around.

JUDGE TURNER: Is he in, what, ninth grade, tenth

grade? Must be tenth grade.

MR. POWERS: He's fifteen. I think he's in the

tenth grade now.

JUDGE TURNER: Probably in the tenth grade.
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