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C: My name is Mary Ann Cofrin.  I am interviewing Rhesa Bostick at his home, 1594 
N.W. 19th Circle in Gainesville, on June 7, 2006.  Rhesa, would you please state 

your full name and birthdate for the tape. 
 
B: Rhesa Bernard Bostick, born 23 July 1930. 
 
C: Thank you.  We are planning to edit the interview that was taped on April 20, 2004, 

by Troy Collette, but first we’re going to go through some things that were 
neglected in the first interview.    You were born in Gainesville? 

 
B: Yes, that’s right. 
 
C: Where were you born? 
 
B: In a little green house across from the entrance to the cemetery on Hawthorne Road 

– a little green stucco house.  We lived there six months and then my parents 
bought property on what is behind Grace Presbyterian Church now, on N.W. 13th 
Street.  I’ve lived there all my life.   

 
C: Now, that cemetery was not there when you were born.  That was long before that. 
 
B: That was a dirt road and at that time, that area was referred to as Starvation Hill.   
 
C: Really?  I never knew that. 
 
B: There’s two little houses, one green and one brown, at the entrance to the cemetery.  

They were rental houses, and my folks rented the green house.  I was trying to 
think the other day of the doctor that delivered me, and I think it was Dr. Lassiter, 
but I’m not sure.   

 
C: Where did your folks come from?  Were they native to this area? 
 
B: My mother was born here in Gainesville, and my dad was born in Savannah, 

Georgia. 
 
C:   I see that your dad lost his job at the State Road Department in 1929, a year before 

you were born. 
 
B: Yes, he was a mechanic with the Road Department.  He and several others went out 

to the University and interviewed with the ROTC Department.  They were accepted 
and enlisted in the Army in 1929.  Dad was retired from the Army in 1959 as a 
Master Sergeant. 

 
C: What was your mother’s maiden name? 
 
B: Lily Boyd.   
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C: When were they married? 
 
B: In 1928. 
 
C: First, let me ask you about your grandparents.  Were they from this area?   
 
B: My grandfather, Rhesa Bernard Bostick, came to Gainesville from Savannah, 

Georgia.  My dad was born in Savannah.  Dad was the second of three boys.  Uncle 
Rhesa Bernard Bostick was the first, then my dad, Samuel Wilcox, and then Uncle 
John Nathaniel.  Uncle Johnny was born here in Gainesville.  My Uncle Rhesa was 
not married at the time that I came along and it was agreed that I would take the 
name Rhesa Bernard Bostick III, my uncle being Junior, and my grandfather being 
Rhesa Bernard, who was Rhesa Bernard from his father.  Uncle Rhesa later married 
when I was about six years old.  He had four boys, and the third one was named 
Rhesa Bernard.   

 
C: I see.  So those relatives are all deceased by now? 
 
B: Yes. 
 
C: And your mother’s family? 
 
B:      Grandpa Boyd came to Gainesville from Portsmouth, Virginia, where he was a 

sailor and then a shipbuilder. I’m not sure how he came to Gainesville, but my 
Grandmother Boyd was born in Orange Springs, Florida.  She was a Douglas and 
was one of seven.  She was raised in Orange Springs and her father was a timber 
man.  He cut and floated timber from Orange Springs on the Oklawaha River to the 
St. Johns River to Palatka.  How they got to Gainesville I’m not sure.  I do know 
that when I was a little boy of 6 or 7 years old, my grandmother would take me in 
the summertime to Orange Springs, where she had a good friend that ran a little 
grocery store – Miss Josie Rast – and we would stay in the garage apartment there.  
We would go down and swim in Orange Springs. 

 
C: That was a lot of fun.  You had a lot of interesting childhood memories of that area 

and Gainesville.  What are your earliest memories of Gainesville? 
 
B: Growing up and going to school.  First grade at Eastside and then second grade at 

what was then Gainesville High School.  They had grades 1-6 and then 7-12.  It 
was located on University Avenue, where the 720 Building is now. ** 
My third grade was at Epworth Hall in the First Methodist Church, while they were 
building J.J. Finley and Stephen Foster School.  School was just a half-day, I 
remember.  When the schools were completed, I went to J.J. Finley, starting in the 
4th grade and did 4th, 5th, and 6th grades there.  Anyway, all those things, just 
growing up in a little town.   Mrs. McGinnis was my 6th grade teacher.   
**[Kirby Smith, constructed in 1900, is one of the oldest existing school 
buildings in Alachua County. It was initially called the Gainesville Graded & 
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High School, and it was open to all white children. According to an article in 
the May 2, 1954, "Gainesville Sun," an addition was built in 1912 to house the 
higher grades. When a new Gainesville High School was built on West 
University Avenue in 1922, this building became Eastside and housed the 
primary and grammar grades. In 1939 the school was completely changed—
new wings were built, the auditorium was enlarged, and the entire building 
was painted white (© 2002 The Alachua County Library District.)].   

 
C: Mrs. McGinnis just recently passed away.  
 
C: Tell me what you did for fun after school. 
 
B: The same thing they do now – play baseball and football. 
 
C: Where did you play?  At  J. J. Finley? 
 
B: Yes.  We had a field on the north side of the school.  We had a lot of pine trees so 

we kind of played in between the pines.   We’d get a pickup football game and play 
over next to the duck pond over on the east side.  We pretty much did the same 
thing. 

 
C: What did you do during the summer?  Play more baseball? 
 
B: More baseball – and worked.  Of course, we had chores and that sort of thing 
 
B: Tell me a little bit about high school. 
 
B: Remember that the high school in Gainesville was 7 through 12, so I went to 7th 

and 8th grades and then entered 9th grade as a freshman.    When P.K. Yonge 
opened, my mother enrolled me in 1935-36 and in the middle of the 9th grade, they 
called and there was an opening in P.K. Yonge, so I transferred there in the middle 
of the 9th grade.  I was playing freshman football for Buster Bishop at Gainesville 
High School, and I really didn’t want to make that move.  P.K. Yonge had no 
sports so I was really disappointed.  Several of us in the 9th and 10th grades got to 
talking about how we should have a football team.  Jack McGriff was teaching 
physical education, so we said something to him.  He said, “Well, let’s see.”  Dr. 
Ballard Simmons was Dean of the College of Education and had his offices at 
P.K.Yonge.  We went to see him and he gave us permission – or gave Jack McGriff 
permission – to organize a 6-man football team. That’s when we started football at 
P.K. Yonge in 1947 when I was in the 11th grade.  We played basketball in the 11th 
and 12th grades also. We played my Junior and Senior year.  The year after I 
graduated, P. K. Yonge fielded an 11-man football team. 

 
C: Did you play other schools when you had the 6-man team? 
 
B: Oh yes.  We had a league up and down Alachua and Marion Counties – 8 teams, 

Anthony, Redick, Hawthorne, Waldo, all little schools in the two counties. 
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C: Do you remember any high school dances?  Did you have any love interest?  
 
B: In those times, the big show was once a month on a Friday night.  The Gainesville 

Woman’s Club had an organization called Little Women. The mothers of the girls, 
sophomores up, sponsored the Little Women and they would have a dance once a 
month that would have a theme.  Angus Merritt was the disc jockey and played 
records.  In between that – between basketball and football – on a Friday and 
Saturday, there was plenty to do.  Everything was finished by 11 o’clock at night.   

   
C: Tell me about your wife, Marilyn.  What was her maiden name? 
 
B: Marilyn Jeanette Shollar. 
 
C: You met here in Gainesville?  She was a Gainesville resident? 
 
B: Marilyn and her mother and sister moved to Gainesville in 1941 and we met in high 

school at P. K.Yonge in 1946. 
 
C: What class was she in?  
 
B: She was a sophomore, a year behind me.  Her mother was a member of the 

Gainesville Woman’s Club, and she was then a Little Woman.  She asked me to a 
Little Woman’s dance, and that’s what started it.   

 
C: Marilyn went away to college? 
 
B: Florida State University.  
 
C: You graduated from high school when? 
 
B: In 1948. 
 
C: After high school you went to the University of Florida? 
 
B: Right.  I was a freshman in 1948 and I also had enlisted in the Army National 

Guard, along with a dozen other freshmen.  In my sophomore year, things began to 
pick up in the Korean War. We went to summer camp between my sophomore and 
junior years at Fort Jackson, South Carolina.  That was in June 1950.  Then war 
broke out and our division was fifth of the National Guard divisions scheduled to 
be mobilized.  The first four were mobilized to Gainesville, so when we got back I 
went out to the ROTC department to talk to Capt. Kelly, my instructor during my 
freshman and sophomore year.  Otherwise, I didn’t want anything to do with it – 
too many hours and no credit and so forth.  Anyway, Capt. Kelly said that all the 
positions were for advanced ROTC and put me on the list.  I said, “Well, where 
would I be on the list?” He said, “about 300”.  Anyway, we were all staff sergeants, 
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so we went down to the Post Office in October and began to look at the options of 
enlisting in various programs.  Several of the fellows enlisted in Navy Aviation and 
two of them for Air Force Aviation.  I was the only one that applied for Army OCS.  
I was the first one accepted, so I got to finish my first semester of my junior year 
and then went on active duty as a private.  I went in basic training Leadership 
School cadre and then was assigned to the OCS class at Fort Riley, Kansas.  I 
graduated in December of 1951. 

 
C: Going back a little bit, do you remember the war rationing during World War II? 
 
B: You have to remember that during World War II, I was eleven years old.  Of 

course, Dad was there.  He was transferred.  They closed the school down and he 
was transferred to Drew Field in Tampa, Florida, for quite some time.  Yes, I 
remember the gasoline rationing.  We had a thing that went on the windshield of 
the car and if you were doing anything that had to do with defense or the war effort, 
then you could get a “B” ration card.  Yes, gasoline was rationed accordingly.   

 
 As to food I can just vaguely remember that you had stamps for sugar and other 

things that were scarce.   
 
C: Can you talk a little bit about college before you left for the war?   
 
B: Oh yes.  When we hit the campus, there were a number of us from Gainesville.  Of 

course, we went through Rush Week.  In 1948 we had just gone through that.  The 
sororities were beginning that year.  There were a number of us who went to the 
rush parties, and this was a totally new ballgame for me.  But we wound up, eight 
or ten of us, making up our minds that we were going to pledge Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon.  They hadn’t had a Gainesville group in some time and they had two or 
three fellows that really looked after us.  Jack McGriff was one of them, and 
Johnny McFarlin and Jo Ree McFarlin, the housemother.  So that’s what we 
decided.  Then, at that time, remember it was post-war, the big trick was spring 
frolics and fall frolics.  The big bands would come, fraternities would sponsor 
them, and they would have half the fraternities on Friday night and the other half 
on Saturday night in what is now the women’s gym.  We would have Tex Beneke 
and Harry James and Gene Krupa, the really big-time bands.  We would dress up 
and go to the frolics. 

 
 Gainesville was dry for alcohol, except, of course, for beer.  C.W. Thomas’ gas 

station was down where McDonald’s is now on 13th Street, and they would always 
have a little stuck away.  I remember the SAE house was on the corner of 
University Avenue and 13th St.   

 
 Anyway, those were the big times.  Of course, football was pretty lean during those 

years and it was very difficult to come by a win, but we attended.  As you walked 
in the stadium, you walked down to the seats that were dug out in the swamp.  Then 
they put temporary bleachers up on the east side, the students’ side.  I’m not sure 
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when the stadium got lights, but that would be interesting.  I believe that it was 
after I started school that we got lights, but maybe not, because we had Gator 
Growl.  Anyway, my freshman class was the largest at that time.  We had a student 
population of 7,000 in 1948. 

 
C: And when were you married? 
 
B: December 20, 1951. 
 
C:   So you got married and you lived where first? 
 
B: We were stationed in Augusta, Georgia. 
 
C: You were by then in the regular Army? 
 
B: I was Second Lieutenant.  I went to Fort Gordon, Georgia, for basic officers’ 

training and stayed there after the three months’ school and trained infantry 
replacements until I got my orders to Korea in August ’52.  There were a number in 
my class at Fort Riley, Kansas, that received orders to Korea.  I was commissioned 
Military Policeman, but when I got to Korea, because of my background, I was 
assigned to a Special Weapons Unit Attachment to the First Marine Division.   

 
B: Marilyn was here in Gainesville.  I got an order to get out of the combat zone and 

was able to transfer to Japan.  She came to Japan and we lived there for a year and a 
half.  Our daughter was born there in Japan.  At the end of that tour, I was 
reassigned to a Special Weapons activity in Killeen, Texas.   

 
C: What year would that have been? 
 
B: 1956. 
 
C: Was the war over? 
 
B: The war was over in 1954 while I was in Japan. 
 
C: Then you got transferred back to the States, but you were in the regular Army and 

you decided to stay in the Army. 
 
B: Exactly.  When I was assigned to the security element at Killeen Base in Texas, 

which is across the highway from what is now Fort Hood,  our branch transferred 
from Military Police to the Ordnance Corps.   

 
C: But you had gotten out of the Military Police in Korea? 
 
B: Well, I was detailed out. 
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C: Then you went back into the Military Police.  In Japan? 
 
B: Yes, in Japan.  Then I branch-transferred to Ordnance and became a Nuclear 

Weapons Maintenance Officer. 
 
C: How did you like that? 
 
B: That was good. 
 
C: Scary? 
 
B: Very specialized.  I served in various capacities throughout the rest of my career. 
 
C: When did you leave Texas? 
 
B: We were transferred to Germany in ’58, so four years in Texas, then we were in 

Germany for three years. 
 
C: Where were you in Germany?   
 
B: In west central Germany, in a little town of Kirchheimbolanden, and we had a 

Special Weapons battalion.  We maintained warheads for all of Northern Germany.  
We stayed there three years and then came back to Aberdeen Proving Grounds. 

 
C: Now, Marilyn was with you.  Did you have another child? 
 
B: Our son was born in Germany, and our daughter in Japan.  Neither can ever be 

President of the United States.   
 
C: Right.  That’s too bad! 
 
B: Then we came back to Aberdeen, Maryland, to school. 
 
C: In what year? 
 
B: 1961.  Then I was reassigned to Killeen, Texas, for another three years. 
 
C: Back to Killeen.  How long were you in Maryland? 
 
B: We were there for a year.  Then the Vietnam thing crept up and I was reassigned to 

the Pacific in 1965, first to Korea and then TDY (temporary duty) to get the 
Logistics Command people transferred into Vietnam at the start of the Vietnam 
War and then back to Korea until I finished there. 

 
C: You were on active duty but stationed in Korea. 
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B: Back and forth. 
 
C: Back and forth to Vietnam.  So you did see battle time? 
 
B: Oh yes. 
 
C: Is that something you want to talk about? 
 
B: No, not really. 
 
C: You want to forget about that!  So Marilyn was not with you at that time. 
 
B: That’s right.  She was here in Gainesville.  I came out of Korea and was reassigned 

to Army headquarters in Honolulu. Marilyn and the family joined me and we were 
there three years.  I had an overview of all the Army nuclear-capable units in the 
Pacific as Inspector General. I was then sent to Huntsville, Alabama for another 
three years until I retired 18 months later. 

 
C: When did you actually move back to Gainesville? 
 
B: It was 1970, knowing that I was going to retire from the military and the children 

were little.  Steve was in the 6th grade and Becky was going into the 10th grade, so I 
felt that it was better to move, so we bought a little house just outside of Suburban 
Heights and moved in the summertime.  I was commanding officer of the Unit 
Training Command, so I kept that assignment until retirement and until I came 
home in November of ’70. 

 
C: Now, being a young man who enlisted in college and then went to the Korean War, 

what was it like for you when you came back to Gainesville in ’70 to see the 
younger generation and how they dealt with the war? 

 
B: During those 20 years when I was in service in the States, Marilyn and I would take 

our annual leave, normally two weeks, and come home to Gainesville as her 
parents and mine were here, and of course all our friends, except for those that had 
gone on active duty like we had.  In the subsequent years, as we would be overseas 
for a long period of time, we didn’t come home often and when we did, we would 
begin to see the changes.  We would see things visible to us but perhaps not visible 
to the guys that were here.  The growth was a normal thing, I guess, but the four-
laning of 9th Street which became 13th Street, North and South was a big change  I 
lived on 13th Street north of where McDonald’s is now, behind Grace Presbyterian 
Church, and that used to be two lanes.  All the way north to where 13th street 
intersects with NW 6th St.  For a period of time, when I was a little guy, it was dirt 
road from about 16th Avenue north to the fork at Boundary Street. 

 
Being on active duty, of course, I didn’t see the things that were going on in the 
streets in places away from military places.  I didn’t get out of the Vietnam 
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situation until I left Honolulu in 1969.  Of course, I was young and I still had to 
make a living so I was prepared to get into punching a clock.  It was a little bit of 
an adjustment, obviously.  Fortunately, when I did come out, when I retired, I went 
to work for another retiree, Lt. Col. Hill Dover, who had opened up his real estate 
office.  He had retired from ROTC at the University.  I went through the process 
and licensing and went to work for him.  I learned how to do renovations on houses 
that we were selling or to build on to them and that sort of thing.  A good friend, 
Buddy Thomas, learned that I was home and was working for Hill.  Buddy’s father 
was the President/Chairman of the Guarantee Federal Savings & Loan and his loan 
officer had gone over to the First Federal.  Mr. Thomas needed a loan officer.  
Buddy called me one day and said his dad wanted to see me, so I went to see Mr. 
Thomas and he made a proposition to come to work for him.  I said, “Mr. Thomas, 
the only thing that I know about savings and loans would be the credit unions that 
we had in the military institution.  I don’t think I hardly know what the inside of a 
bank looks like.”  He said, “You come with us and we’ll teach you.”  That was in 
August and he said, “In December we’ll decide.”  So I did and we went with it.  
Mr. Thomas got sick as soon as I got there, and I had the whole thing put in my lap.  
That’s the way to learn things.  They made me a Vice-President and we grew and 
had a great Board of Directors.  None of them are living any more, but I had a great 
experience with that transition of getting into a key business.  That’s the way we 
handled it right on up until ’81, I guess, when we merged with Fortune Federal in 
Clearwater, Florida. 

 
C: In talking about how Gainesville has developed, is it surprising to you all the 

changes it has undergone and the growth that it’s gone through? 
 
B: Not really.  We had three savings and loan associations in Gainesville when I came 

back and went to work.  We had Guarantee Federal, which I was part of, and we 
had First Federal Savings & Loan, when Jim Shepard was the loan officer.  He was 
a retired Army Artillery Colonel.  Then we had Gainesville Mutual, which was a 
savings and loan, but it was a mutual.  It was stock-owned.  Harold Stringer was 
over there.  Now, at that time, from 1970 up until 1978, the typical bank did not 
make a mortgage to build a house.  The mortgages were made by the savings and 
loans, the thrift institutions.  The thrift institutions had a half a point, half a percent, 
interest advantage on savings over the banks, so we had all the passbook saving and 
it was designed that way to allow home mortgages.  During that time frame, my 
company, Guarantee Federal, made about 40% of all the new home loans and resale 
loans in Gainesville.  Jim Shepard’s company made another 40%, and Gainesville 
Mutual accounted for about 20%.  So I was in the middle of all this.  I was a 
member of the Gainesville Home Builders. We would make loans to builders and 
people buying houses and they, in turn, would take mortgages and create the 
interest.  So I was a part of that growth.  I didn’t get involved with the shopping 
centers and the development of the businesses, but I did the residentials that were 
for people coming in. 
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B: I am going over the Gainesville time line and all of the things here, and I see 
nothing referring to Louis’.  That was one of our treats when we were growing up, 
particularly in my case, because I would be over at the old Gainesville High School 
building in the 2nd grade and my uncle was, until recently, the manager of the city 
garage, where they serviced all the police vehicles and pickup trucks.  It’s down on 
the end of South Main Street east of 6th Avenue.  Anyway, the garage was down 
there in that little pocket, near Louis’ Lunch.  I was six or seven years old, in the 
2nd grade, and I would ride my bicycle to my uncle’s and then he would take me to 
Louis’ to get a Coca Cola and some ice cream.  It’s still there, and has gone through 
three generations that I can account for.  Tommy Pennisi is now the proprietor and 
Louis died at 103 two years ago.  Surely, there’s hardly anyone in Gainesville that 
hasn’t stopped in Louis’ for a hamburger and coke. 

 
C.: Very cool. 
 
B: I have to get on Tommy when I go in, because two hamburgers and a coke was 35¢ 

and now it’s $3.50, I think.  You gotta get this in your time line. 
 
C: The Oaks Mall was created in 1977.  What was that like to watch? 
 
B We built our first home in Pine Hills in 1971.  When we built there, the interstate 

had just been completed.  There were four filling stations, one on each corner, and I 
would drive to the office west of Pine Hills and go by the Oaks Mall, when it was a 
Tung oil field that Mr. Buckley owned.  He bred cows.  Obviously, the cows didn’t 
go in where the Tung trees were because it would kill them, but it was just a bunch 
of oak trees on the side of the hill.  When the Oaks went in, the Gainesville Mall 
was operating on 13th Street where the K-Mart is, and everything was there – Maas 
Bros. and Sears-Roebuck, Rutherford’s, Woolworth and on and on.  When the big 
one came, the Oaks Mall was big time.   

 
C: How did the technology impact Gainesville? 
 
B: It’s obvious that that’s the engine that’s driving the economy, in my opinion.  I 

think that it probably will sustain itself, particularly with the resources of the 
University and then the start-up companies are being developed. How do you 
account for the people that live in Gainesville and where do they make their 
livelihood in technology fields? 

 
C: Drawing on that, where do you see Gainesville in the future?  Where do you see the 

new development? 
 
B: I think it’s pretty obvious that it’s going to go up 441.  It’s going to be that corridor 

between High Springs and Alachua.  Availability of space; land use as 
development.  Hitchcock is going in with his ninth store up there.   
 

C:  You already had two children. Did you have any more? 
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B:  No, that was it. They were big by the time we got back to Gainesville. 

 
C:  What are your children’s names? 

 
B:  Becky is Rebecca Ann, the one born in Japan in September 1954. 

 
C:  Is she married now? 

 
B:  She has been several times. 

 
C:  Does she live in Gainesville? 

 
B:  Yes. 

 
C:  Do you have grandchildren? 

 
B:  Yes, they are scattered. She had two with her first marriage and two with her 

second marriage. Then our son Stephen was born in Germany in September 1959. 
He has been married three times. His oldest has graduated from college and is now 
teaching at Florida State University, working on her doctorate. Stephen Robert, Jr. 
is a junior at Oshkosh Bible College in Arkadelphia, Arkansas, on a swimming 
scholarship that he earned while swimming for Gainesville High School. 
 

C:  Is your son living in Gainesville also? 
 

B:  Yes. 
 
C:  So, you see lots of your grandchildren and your family? 

 
B:  Yes, including Isaac, who is here with us for three days. 
 
C:  You are not retired yet. But you have slowed down some. 
 
 B:  Absolutely. 

 
C:  I know Marilyn quite well because of knowing her parents. She seems to be a very 

active person. 
 

B:  Yes, we both keep an active role in the First Presbyterian Church where we were 
married by Preacher Gordon. Even though we weren’t living here, we maintained a 
relationship with the church through Marilyn’s family. I served a few years ago as 
Clerk of the Session with Bob Battles until he retired. I served in the St. Augustine 
Presbytery over the last 20 years on several different committees. We keep an 
active role.  
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C:  I can see from your walls here that you are a hunter as well as a fisherman. You’ve 
got a cute little sign that says, “A fisherman lives here with the best catch of his 
life”. I think that’s wonderful! You have a lot of recreational activities. Does 
Marilyn share fishing and hunting with you? 

 
B:  Yes, she loves fishing. 

 
C:  Do you have a boat now? 

  
B:  Yes, we have a boat here in the compound. 
 
C:  Where do you go fishing? 

 
B:  Mostly Orange and Lochloosa Lakes with Eastside Garden Club. I hope that you 

will take time to discuss that. 
 

C:  That has been talked about. When I interviewed Earl Powers years ago, we did. As 
many people know, it was started by a group of fishermen meeting on Thursdays as 
that was the day, their wives had garden club and was aptly named the Eastside 
Garden Club.  
 

C: Then they cook after fishing. 
 
B: Out at Newnan’s Lake.  We have a little camp and we cook every Thursday. 
 
C: Is it supper or early supper? 
 
B: 4:30 or 5:00 o’clock, depending on how much libation is consumed, but we cook 

our fish and hush puppies and then another one fixes the grits and the salad. 
We cook out there and mix the salad out there – everything is right there, except 
dessert.  Desserts are usually fixed at home.   

 
C: Tell them a little bit about a hush puppy.  
 
B: Well, the best hush puppies that I eat I learned from a good friend that cooked for 

so long a time and had the hardware store, but the Dixie Lily hush puppy mix, is by 
far the best, and you can’t go wrong just following the bag.  What we do is to chop 
an onion – a white onion, not a Vidalia, but a good white onion – and a bell pepper.  
For a bag of hush puppy mix, which will make about 30 hush puppies, you chop 2 
onions and 2 bell peppers.  Instead of using water, I like to use 2 cans of 
Budweiser, and let it set after you mix it and get it to the consistency for it to rise.  
Sometimes you put in maybe a half-teaspoon of baking powder.  Anyway, you let it 
rise and then spoon them out and heat your oil to about 315.  We like to use peanut 
oil – I do. 

 
C: That’s what you fried the fish in. 
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B: No. 
 
C: You fry the hush puppies first? 
 
B: No, second. 
 
C: You fry the fish and then you fry the hush puppies in the same fat. 
 
B: No.   
 
C: I used to do that. 
 
B: But I don’t. 
 
C: You start over with new fat. 
 
B: We go side by side.   
 
C: The word came from when the dogs were barking for food, they threw them a hush 

puppy.  That was to stop them from barking and let the fish alone.   
 
B: That’s right. 
 
C: Well, I’ve enjoyed this so much. 
 
B: I’m glad to do it and to look back and start thinking about things.  I’m 76 years old 

and there’s still some of us but not many of us left. 
 
C: Right, but you haven’t caught up with me yet.   
 
B: I know. 
 
C: We’re not but five years apart.  Thank you very much. 
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