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C: My name is Mary Ann Cofrin.  I am interviewing Mary Buck Parrish at her home at 6706 

SW 35th Lane in Gainesville, Florida, for the Matheson Museum.  Will you please state your 
full name and birth date for the tape, please.   

 
P: Mary Buck Parrish.  November 23, 1916. 
 
C: You were born where? 
 
P: In Gainesville, Florida. 
 
C: Were you?  I didn’t know that. 
 
P: In the old Hampton house, in the back bedroom. 
 
C: Your parents’ names? 
 
P: Catherine Macy Hampton Buck and Dr. William John Buck. 
 
C: Was your mother a native of Gainesville? 
 
P: Yes. 
 
C: And your father? 
 
P: He came from McGregor, Iowa. 
 
C: Do you know much about his family? 
 
P: No.  His mother went to Iowa in a covered wagon.  I saw her one time when I was a small 

child in Brewster and she came to visit. 
 
C: How did they happen to meet when he was in Idaho? 
 
P: When he graduated as a doctor, he came down to Gainesville to practice. 
 
C: So he practiced here in Gainesville. 
 
P: Yes. 
 
C: So he came to Florida to practice and met your mother, and they got married.  You had a 

brother, too, didn’t you? 
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P: Yes. 
 
C: Is he older than you? 
 
P: Yes, a year older.  Charles William Buck. 
 
C: You were living in the Hampton house then – all of you. 
 
P: Yes. 
 
C: Your mother died when you were two, and then what happened? 
 
P: It was in the flu epidemic in 1918 when people all over the world died.  She had been to New 

York to see my father off to World War I, and she caught the flu and died before he could 
leave, but he had to leave.  He was in charge of a ship that was going overseas. 

 
C: What a tragedy. 
 
P: Oh yes.  And she was pregnant at the time, so I would have had another brother or sister. 
 
C: So there you were in Gainesville with your grandparents. 
 
P: They just had to keep us.  There wasn’t anything else to do.  Daddy was gone off to the war 

and mother was dead.  So bless their hearts, they took us in. 
 
C: And raised you. 
 
P: Yes.   
 
C: Your grandfather’s name was William Wade Hampton. 
 
P: Yes. 
 
C: And your grandmother’s name was? 
 
P: Minna Jordan.  They lived in the Hampton house.  Her brother lived next door, and her sister 

lived down in the next house, so they all three lived right together.   
 
C: Her brother was Birkett Jordan, and her sister was Clara Jordan.  She was married to 

Richards. 
 
P: That’s not Jill’s mother? 
 



Interview with Mary Parrish 
March 8, 2003 
 

3

C: Jill’s grandmother.   
 
P: Her name was Richards.    
 
C: What was her first name? 
 
P: I called her Aunt Tacka, but I don’t know what her name was. 
 
C: Anyway, she married Richards, and that was Jill’s grandmother. 
 
P: Yes, and her father was Spruilll.  They did not live here.  They were in Jacksonville, then in 

Atlanta.   
 
C: So your grandfather had other children. 
 
P: They had six children. 
 
C: Was Catherine the oldest? 
 
P: No, Wade was the oldest – William Wade II.  Then it would be Minna, Catherine and 

Frederick Jordan Hampton and Edwin Birkett Hampton.  Clara died at six years old.   
Mamee outlived all of her children, except one, Aunt Minna.   

 
C: Well, we’ve got all six of them then.  That’s pretty good.  So they raised you.  You said 

something the other day about Fred Hampton.  He wasn’t married, of course, when you were 
two, I don’t imagine. 

 
P: Oh no.  We just lived with Mamee and Daddee.  Daddee died when I was twelve. 
 
C: That was 1928. 
 
P: When he died, then Uncle Fred and Aunt Alice moved up to the Hampton house.  Poor 

things.  They had their little children but they had to move into that big house with the 
mother and two grandchildren and share it with all of us. 

 
C: Well, it was big enough to house all of you. 
 
P: It was big enough, but I felt sorry for Aunt Alice that she had to come into that situation and 

give up her own little house with her little family and take all of us in.   
 
C: You were twelve, and Bill would have been thirteen, and in 1928 Mary Alice would have 

been five because she was a year older than me.  Fred would have been four years younger, 
so he must have been really little, almost a baby.  Do you remember all of them coming in? 
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P: Oh yes.  I remember sort of.  If they hadn’t come, it would have just been Mamee.   
 
C: Taking care of you, and she was getting up in years.  Now, did Fred and Alice move from 

their house on the corner of Court Street near the Hampton House? 
 
P: Yes. 
 
C: Tell me a little about your grandfather. 
 
P: Well, he was a wonderful man. 
 
C: You called him Daddee and your grandmother Mamee.   
 
P: Stress the last syllable.  He was wonderful with children.  We used to go in the back door to 

his office and get a nickel.  He always had his little change and we would get a nickel to go 
up to Vidal’s and get a piece of candy or something.  He loved all the grandchildren and did 
very much with them.   

 
C: It was a wonderful thing for them to do. 
 
P: A wonderful thing.  I don’t know what would have happened to us if they hadn’t taken us in. 

 Of course, he was very active in the church over the years.  Some of the company we would 
have would be the bishop coming over from Jacksonville to stay with us.  He was very active 
in the church and in town, too.  I, of course, don’t remember much about that. 

 
C: Well, he and his brother, Edwin, founded what they called the Gainesville Times.  Was that 

the first newspaper in town, as far as you know? 
 
P: As far as I know, but I don’t really know. 
 
C: Then it became the Gainesville Sun much later. 
 
P: Yes. 
 
C: I think William Wade was born in Georgia and Minna Jordan Hampton was born in 

Alabama.  Does that sound right to you? 
 
P: Yes, Mamee was born in Alabama because we still have relatives out there.  Molly Franklin 

married a Jordan from out there.  When he came for the wedding, they knew that they had 
relatives in Gainesville but we hadn’t kept up.   
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C: We were talking about Benjamin Franklin who lived across the street from Mary.  That’s 
interesting to find relatives all over the place.  So you grew up going to Kirby-Smith School? 
 It was called Eastside School then. 

 
P: Oh yes. 
 
C: What are your earliest memories of going down there?  You lived close enough to walk. 
 
P: Oh sure.  We walked and stopped by the creek and played a little bit and walk on to school.   
 
C: There was a tennis court back in there, too? 
 
P: Daddee built me a tennis court.   
 
C: Was that the one up by Kirby-Smith, up the hill? 
 
P: Yes.  That’s right next to Aunt Mitt’s house.  He owned the property. 
 
C: Aunt Mitt Crom.  I remember Mrs. Crom’s house.  That’s on the side street near Kirby-
Smith. 
 
P: It was right next door to Aunt Mitt’s house, so I played tennis all the time on my own court.  

People would gather over there after school. 
 
C: There weren’t many tennis courts around.  It was the first tennis court in town probably. 
 
P: I don’t think so, but it was nice that we could play there. 
 
C: And Daddee did that and you were just a youngster. 
 
P: I was twelve or so. 
 
C: Did Bill play tennis, too? 
 
P: Not too much.  Maybe some but I don’t really remember him playing at all.  I enjoyed tennis 

very much. 
 
C: You stayed at Kirby-Smith through the sixth grade, I guess. 
 
P: Yes. 
 
C: Then they transferred you to Gainesville High School?  You went there from 7th grade on.  

Who were your closest friends growing up? 



Interview with Mary Parrish 
March 8, 2003 
 

6

 
P: Ann Louise Haigler, Adelaide Hendricks. 
 
C: Oh, she married a Neel.  She’s my cousin by marriage.  John was my cousin. 
 
P: Adelaide, Ann Louise, and of course Jill Spruill. 
 
C: Your childhood activities were just playing in the yard or playing tennis. 
 
P: One thing we did was to play in a tree house in the back.  We practically lived in the tree 

house.  We had seven stories.  The top story was so big around that we put rugs in it and 
curtains on the windows and all that.  One time after a hurricane, I think, some man stopped 
by and we were playing in the tree house.  He said, “That’s the most dangerous thing I’ve 
ever seen in my life.”  Uncle Fred went through and said, “You all can’t play up there any 
more,” and he took it down.  We had had it for years and enjoyed it so much. 

 
C: That was a sad day. 
 
P: Mamee was so dear with us.  She allowed us to play and do whatever we wanted to.  It 

would upset her if we slammed the door.  I can see how a grandmother would be upset about 
that.  I can remember she would say, “You have to stand there for one whole minute.  Come 
back and stand by the door for a minute.”  I can remember standing by the door. 

 
C: It seemed like an eternity.  Now, your grandfather was a lawyer.  Did Edwin practice with 

him? 
 
P: Yes. 
 
C: Did Fred eventually, too? 
 
P: And Wade did, too.  Hampton Hampton & Hampton. 
 
C: About the church – one of the pictures we have shows the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 

being consecrated.  That was when it was first opened.  I don’t think we know the year on 
that.  It’s a wonderful picture.  We have identified Bishop Weed and Wade, Edwin and Fred 
Hampton and Harry Brown.  That’s an uncle? 

 
P: His wife was a sister to Dadee. 
 
C: Oh, his wife was a Hampton. 
 
P: Right.   
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C: And they lived in Louisville when you were growing up? 
 
P: Yes.  I went to live with them for a while. 
 
C: When you went up there, how old were you? 
 
P: I was about twelve because when I came back, Daddee had just died. 
 
C: And you stayed up there how long? 
 
P: I stayed up there for one school semester.  I went to see a foot specialist. 
 
C: What was the matter with your feet?  Do you know what they called it? 
 
P: I don’t know. 
 
C: Did they just hurt?  Is that why they sent you up there? 
 
P: No, I think I had more than that but I don’t know what it was.  I had to wear those high-

topped shoes for about three or four years, I think, and that just killed me.  I was up there for 
only one semester.  We did not have anyone in our school to teach home economics, but they 
did up in Louisville, and while I was up there, I learned to make oatmeal and I was so 
looking forward to coming home and cooking my grandfather’s oatmeal breakfast but he 
died while I was up there so I didn’t get to do that. 

 
C: Did you ever make oatmeal for the rest of the family? 
 
P: No.  I loved him so much and wanted to come home and cook his breakfast.  He always had 

some tummy problems.  I can remember he would come home for lunch and Mamee would 
say, “Just fix the beloved an egg,” because he couldn’t have anything else to eat.  He was 
going to New Orleans on a trip, and Mamee was very much against having anything to drink. 
She thought it was a terrible thing, so when he was going, he called my father and said, “Bill, 
give me a little something to take for my stomach so I can have a sazarack cocktail when I 
go out to New Orleans.”  (a special drink in New Orleans) 

 
C: Now, he was talking about your father, Bill. 
 
P: Yes. 
 
C: Now we just skipped over him.  When he came back from the war, did he practice in 

Gainesville? 
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P: No.  He first was at a phosphate town – Brewster, Florida, so we went and lived with him for 
two years down there. 

 
C: You and Bill.  That would have been about 1920? 
 
P: Yes.  Then he went to Jacksonville, so he sent us back up to Gainesville to our grandparents. 

 He got married again and moved from Jacksonville to West Palm Beach and then to Belle 
Glade.  He was moving a lot, so they decided it was better to leave Mary and Bill with 
grandparents. 

 
C: Well, you were used to them. 
 
P: Yes. 
 
C: They were more like parents. 
 
P: Well, they were.  Daddy was really just a friend.  We would go visit him sometimes, but we 

didn’t live with him after Brewster at all. 
 
C: You were ready to stay in Gainesville. 
 
P: Well, Gainesville was just great.  We were little, so we didn’t have anything to do with the 

decision, but it suited us very well. 
 
C: That’s good. 
 
P: Gainesville’s such a wonderful place. 
 
C: So, you went all through school – and Bill did, too – at Gainesville High School.  Where did 

you go from high school? 
 
P: Then I went to Duke University for a year.  I wasn’t crazy about it.  I wanted to go to more 

of a Southern school, so the next year I went to the University of Kentucky.  When the 
second year was over, I got ready to go back to Kentucky and had to have all my wisdom 
teeth out.  They did it one at a time and waited a week and did another, so it was too late to 
go back to school so I stayed home for a semester. Then I decided I didn’t want to go back to 
Kentucky.  I wanted to go to New York.  I said, “I would like to go to New York and study 
dancing,” and the family said, “Well, ladies don’t do that so you can’t go.”  Elizabeth Shands 
went up there and studied interior decoration, so I said, “Can I go up there and study interior 
decoration?”  They said that would be all right, so I went up to New York and studied 
interior decoration for a year. 

 
C: Did you live with Elizabeth? 
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P: Oh heavens no, she wasn’t up there.  She had already been through. 
 
C: Where did you live?  Did somebody go with you to help you find a place? 
 
P: No, I just went on up there. 
 
C: You found a place on your own. 
 
P: There were a lot of ladies’ places.  The first year I was out near Columbia.  It was just for 

women.  New York had several different places.  Of course, Daddy’s second wife that he 
divorced was living up there, too, so I lived with her a little bit.  She always took care of 
things up there for me, so that was nice.   

 
C: So you stayed in interior design? 
 
P: Oh, I didn’t do that.  I studied that for a year, then I wanted a job in New York.  I saw an ad 

where Macy’s wanted somebody to work in the restaurant so I went to Macy’s to see if I 
could get the restaurant job.  The one that was doing the interview said, “Well, you don’t 
really want to work in the restaurant.  You want to work in interior decoration, I believe.”  I 
said, “That’s right.”  So she said, “Why don’t we try to work you in there later, but right now 
you can have a job in the glove department right on the first floor, gloves and pocket books, 
and as things develop, we can work you into the furniture and the decorating.” So I started in 
there.  One day they lost some money.  They had this great big thing to carry the money 
around in the department stores.  Well, all the powers that be came down to visit through the 
day and said, “Where is the money?  How did you steal the money?” 

 
C: To you? 
 
P: Yes.  They said, “If you give it back, we won’t persecute you.  We won’t do anything.”  Of 

course, I didn’t have the money.  I didn’t know anything about it.  I didn’t know where it 
was.  All day long, I just nearly died.  They finally found the money in another section of the 
store.  Not one single one of those men came down and said they were sorry.  They accused 
me all day long. 

 
C: That must have been pretty horrible. 
 
P: Shortly thereafter, Uncle Fred died so I had to come back home. 
 
C: You never worked in the furniture department? 
 
P: No.  I never went back to Macy’s.  I went down to Miami and worked in the drapery 

department for a while.  Then Jill got married and I came back up to Gainesville to be in the 
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wedding and then I went back to New York to go on a trip with Jane, my stepmother, and 
then I came back.  I wanted to go into dancing – I always had.  I went to Arthur Murray just 
to take some courses.  They said, “If you sign up to work for us, we’ll give you the lessons 
for free.”  I said I would do that, so I took all the courses and worked several years and 
taught dancing in New York and Miami and New Jersey, on cruises in between.  It was 
really just wonderful fun.  Then the war came along and I decided that dancing was not the 
thing to do during the war so I went to work for American Airlines in New York. 

 
C: That was 1941, I guess. 
 
P: Yes. 
 
C: How did you get a job with American Airlines?  As a stewardess? 
 
P: I wanted to be a stewardess, but I was too tall.  They had very strict rules and I was too tall.  

They said, “If you want to be in Reservations, we will give you a course in how to do it,” so 
I took a course in Reservations.  I did that for a while and then I got into Space Control.  We 
would have to clear off all the passengers to make room for the ferry pilots that were flying 
overseas.  Then I had a friend who was going into service.  He was from New Jersey.  We 
just loved each other so much, so before he had to go to Texas, we decided to take a little ski 
trip, so we went skiing for a week up in Stowe, Vermont. 

 
C: And you had never been on skis and he hadn’t either? 
 
P: I hadn’t, but I’m sure he had all his life.  Fortunately I had a friend who was about my size 

and she had all the equipment.  You had to have all the clothes and the skis, so I borrowed 
her clothes and her skis.  At the end of the week I broke my ankle.  I was still working at 
American Airlines.  Of course, they had all these people that see if you’re sick, so I kept 
trying to avoid having anybody come to see me because I just had a broken leg from skiing 
and I think I lied to them about where I was going, to get the week off, you know.  It finally 
worked out and I came back to Gainesville soon after that. 

 
C: Did you work some after you broke your ankle? 
 
P: Not with American Airlines. 
 
C: That was the end of your employment there and after you recovered, you came home to 

Gainesville, you think? 
 
P: Yes and stayed with Aunt Alice. 
 
C: When you were in high school, did you know MM  Parrish, your future husband? 
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P: Oh, I knew him in the second grade. 
 
C: Okay, so you grew up with all those people. 
 
P: He skipped the fourth grade, so I probably didn’t see him after that because he went with his 

brother’s crowd.  They were a little older than my crowd, so I never had anything much to do 
with him, but I knew him. 

 
C: When you went to L.S.S. dances and all, you had to wear those high-topped shoes all 

through high school? 
 
P: Not through high school.  I think maybe a year or so. 
 
C: It was traumatic, I’m sure.  Did they have the Little Women’s Club dance? 
 
P: Oh yes.  I went to all those dances and just loved all of them.  M didn’t dance at all.  I asked 

him after we got married, “What did you do in high school with everybody dancing?”  He 
said he just stood around and talked with the girls, but he wouldn’t be one of the dancers.  
His brother, H, was just a wonderful dancer.  M just did not have any rhythm at all, and of 
course, it never occurred to me that I could marry a man that didn’t dance. 

 
C: Not when you were an Arthur Murray dancer, absolutely not.  So you came home from New 

York.  How old would you have been?  That was the year after Uncle Fred died? 
 
P: No.  I went down to Miami.  It was a number of years after that. 
 
C: Somewhere along the line, you came back to stay.   
 
P: Yes, Jill said, “There’s an apartment upstairs and if you come back, you can rent that 

apartment and live upstairs.”  That’s what I did during the war.  Then M came back after the 
war.  Everybody in our group was married except Louise Brown and me.  Louise was going 
with Whitey McMullen, so they just put me together with M.  I didn’t really know him.  
Anyway, there we were – the two of us.  So every party and that sort of thing they would put 
us together, so in the spring I thought, “Well, this is really too much.”  I went down to see 
my father in Belle Glade to sort of think things over a little bit.  M came down.   

 
C: He wooed you. 
 
P: So when we got married, he moved into my apartment over Jill’s, and we lived there for a 

year or two.  Then he built the house that we lived in for 22 years.  We adopted Catherine in 
our first year.  She’s my brother’s daughter, but he was getting a divorce so he asked us to 
take her.  I said, “I’m not going to take her unless we can adopt her.  I don’t want to mistreat 
your child.” 
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C: How old was Catherine? 
 
P: Seven.  This was our first married year.  She was against men because Bill was off in service 

and I think her mother had a lot of men friends, so Catherine really hated men when she 
came. It was very difficult.  I pushed her away and pushed her to M to make her adjust.  It 
was really difficult.   

 
C: It must have been very tough. 
 
P: It was very tough, to be just married for the first year.  When I came back to Gainesville, 

Mamee had died.  She died when I was still dancing in Miami. 
 
C: Did Alice move out of that house when Mamee died?   
 
P: Yes, Aunt Alice moved out when Mamee died. 
 
C: And we don’t know exactly what year she died, do we? 
 
P: No. 
 
C: So that house was empty.  Nobody lived there.  Did they rent it, or do you know? 
 
P: I think it was a boarding house, and when M and I got married, he wanted to take the 

fireplace from the parlor to put in our house.  He said that he would take it all out and redo 
the room but they wouldn’t have any part of it. 

 
C: Who owned it?  Did the family still own it or had it been sold? 
 
P: I’m sure it must have been sold.  I don’t really remember about that because I wasn’t here.   
 
C: But they wouldn’t allow him to do that. 
 
P: No.  We were always sorry about that – and sad to say, that lovely, historic home was 

eventually torn down. 
 
C: So you built your house in what year? 
 
P: We were married in ’46 and lived a couple years in the apartment over Jill and Ed Roberts. 
 
C: So you would have moved into your new house in ’48? 
 
P: Yes.  1024 NE 4th Street.  We lived there 22 years. 
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C: And you raised Catherine there. 
 
P: Yes, and we adopted Jean. 
 
C: Tell us about Jean. 
 
P: Jean’s father was Birkett Jordan and his wife was Gladys.  They both died.  She could have 

gone with her Aunt Esther, but it wasn’t convenient.  Aunt Esther didn’t really have room for 
her so I said we needed another little girl.  Of course, she was not a little girl.  She was a 
junior in high school.  We took Jean in, and it was just wonderful.  Catherine and Jean 
became sisters right away and enjoyed each other, even though Catherine was much 
younger. 

 
C: You hadn’t had any children of your own? 
 
P: No, we never had any children of our own, but we adopted the two girls.  Then M’s brother’s 

son, Jim, became our son when his father died. 
 
C: Which brother? 
 
P: H 
 
C: What did HH stand for? 
 
P: Henry Howard. 
 
C: We always called him HH. 
 
P: And MM  was Mercer Moorman. 
 
C: So H and his wife died? 
 
P: He and his wife had been divorced and he remarried.  Anyway, when he died, his son Jim 

had been in the Navy and he came back just before H died.  When he died, M took Jim into 
his office, and he became our son.  We never officially adopted him. 

 
C: He became your son, but he was really a grown man. 
 
P: Yes, but he felt like our son, and his children are our grandchildren – J, Amanda, and Darby. 

 So, never having had any children born to us, we ended up with three – and great-
grandchildren now.  We have two.   

 



Interview with Mary Parrish 
March 8, 2003 
 

14

C: How wonderful. 
 
P: Well, Catherine was just wonderful all the time that M was sick – so helpful to him.  Now 

while I’m here by myself, she comes over when I don’t have other plans and sits with me 
while I eat and she has just been really helpful in any situation, which is so great. 

 
C: She feels like you’re her mother.  You really are her mother.  Did she stay in Gainesville or 

did she move around? 
 
P: No, she’s always been in Gainesville. 
 
C: She did marry? 
 
P: No, she never married, but Jean got married two or three years after we took her in.  I think 

she finished high school and had two years and then she married Gerald. 
 
C: That’s Gerald McCoy. 
 
P: Yes.  We had the wedding and it was lovely.  Then Gerry came along, so he is our grandson. 

  
 
C: Gerry McCoy.  Is he Gerald, Jr.? 
 
P: Yes.  We had him in our house all through his growing up because Jean and Gerald were 

right there and we were all family.  We brought him all the way up to his marriage to the 
dearest wife, Melinda Mallory, so I’m just the most fortunate woman to have children and 
grandchildren. 

 
C: Well, you and M had a wonderful married life.  He was in the life insurance first or real 

estate?   
 
P: He was a builder.  His Uncle Phil was in insurance and his father was in real estate. 
 
C: His father was MM, Sr. 
 
P: Yes.  Even before he came back from World War II, he built a house or two, but when he 

came back, his father had property so he said, “Well, Daddy, if you’ll let me build a house on 
some of your property and sell it and see how it goes,” so he went to Gus Phifer at the Phifer 
Bank and said, “Will you lend me the money to build a house to see if I can sell it?”  So he 
took his father’s property and Gus Phifer’s money and got in the building business.  Of 
course, he just loved the building business.  His mother was very artistic, and M took after 
her.  He loved to create the house for each individual. 
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C: Where was his first house?  In Highlands? 
 
P: No, Golfview.  That’s where his first house was. 
 
C: So Mr. Parrish owned property in Golfview. 
 
P: Oh yes.  Before the Florida land boom, he was a very wealthy man and owned property all 

over.  He was building and doing all kinds of things, and then the bottom fell out.  He spent 
the rest of his life paying off debts.  M finished paying the last of them after his father’s 
death. 

 
C: What was his mother’s name? 
 
P: Elma.  She took care of the two boys in Gainesville while Mr. Parrish went to work in 

Jacksonville and would just come home for the weekends.  It was really very difficult for 
her. 

 
C: Depression time – and people worked wherever they could. 
 
P: That’s right.  He went to Jacksonville as head of state housing.  He was a very admirable 
man.   He had a very admirable son, too. 
 
C: I think you think a lot of him. 
 
P: I do. 
 
C: You’ve had a wonderful marriage. 
 
P: Yes, we really did. 
 
C: After your girls got grown, you started traveling a lot with him. 
 
P: Oh, we didn’t wait until the girls got married.  The first year we were married, we went on a 

trip.  Both of us enjoyed traveling and we went on at least one big trip every year throughout 
our marriage.  Sometimes four or five little ones, but we would go on one big trip.  We were 
most fortunate in our lives because we had friends like AD Davis and we traveled with him 
through all the years.  The first year we were married – I think he was married about that 
same time – and he and Snead had gone to Mexico, so the next year he invited us to go to 
Mexico because they had had such fun down there, so we went to Mexico and came back to 
a football game in Houston.  After that year we went with him everywhere all through the 
years.  Of course, he had his own plane and we were in another world, really. 

 
C: Now this is AD Davis.  What do the initials stand for? 
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P: Artemis Darius was his name, but nobody ever called him that. 
 
C: He was a big livestock man, wasn’t he? 
 
P: No, he was head of Winn-Dixie and it became a big company.  We used to go to all the new 

store openings through the years. 
 
C: It was his wife that got interested in cattle after they were divorced? 
 
P: No, her first husband had a ranch and cattle and he was killed in an automobile accident. 
 
C: Then Margie and LK Edwards introduced Snead to AD and they got married. 
 
P: That’s right. 
 
C: His main source of income and his wealth was from the Winn-Dixie grocery store. 
 
P: He had a tremendous ranch out in Colorado and we used to go out every summer for a week 

or two, and M said that was his favorite place in the world.  It was just wonderful out there. 
We would ride horses and go up all through the mountains, and we played like we were 
cowboys.  It was just marvelous. 

 
C: Now who took care of your girls when you were traveling? 
 
P: We always had somebody to take care of them.  They weren’t little.  Every year we would go 

and go.  I’ve got a whole closet full of albums from all our travels. 
 
C: Another thing.  M used to write a resume of each trip. 
 
P: He wrote a little ditty.  I said I didn’t want to write postcards while we were on the trip 

because I wanted to enjoy the trip and if you have to write postcards to everybody, you can’t 
do it, so M would write a little ditty about the trip and send it to our friends, which was real 
fun. 

 
C: He did that after you got home. 
 
P: Yes, to say what we had done. 
 
C: I remember receiving some of those.  Then you went to Europe a lot, too.  All these trips 

right now we’re talking about were in the United States. 
 
P: I went to Europe a number of times and went around the world with the Davises. 
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C: You did?  In their plane. 
 
P: In their plane – just the four of us in their private plane.  We had trips all over the world.  We 

went many times to Europe.  Then we started traveling, also, with Polly and Harry Philpot.  
He was President of Auburn.  We had been friends when he was down here as Vice-
President. Harry was my age, and Polly was M’s age, and they were both such delightful 
people.  We traveled with them for a number of years.  We also traveled with Mae and 
Harvey Watt, my cousin. 

 
C: Now, Mae is the daughter of Wade Hampton, II – a sister to William Wade, who is still 

living in Gainesville.   
 
P: Harvey was a pilot, so he had his plane and we would fly with him around various places.  

Then we were friends with Ben Hill Griffith and would fly around with him in his plane, so 
it was just like we had our plane, you know.  We would get to football games and he would 
also take us fishing in Canada.  We just had wonderful trips with wonderful people. 

 
 Gator football was a large part of our lives.  We went to all home games and many away 

ones, too.  Through the years, we enjoyed having many guests and parties for the games. 
 
C: You have a lot of great memories. 
 
P: Oh, I certainly do. 
 
C: Your grandfather was very active at Holy Trinity but MM Parrish was a very active member 

of the Baptist Church. 
 
P: It was very hard to get married. 
 
C: Where did you get married? 
 
P: We were married in the Episcopal Church. 
 
C: The wife usually had the prerogative in that. 
 
P: Oh yes.  I’m not sure whether his father thought we were married because we didn’t get 

married in the Baptist Church, but we worked it out.  For the first few years, we tried to visit 
back and forth.  He would come to my church sometimes and I would go to his church, but 
we finally decided that neither one of us was very happy in the other church, so we stayed 
with our own church. 

 
C: You went your separate ways on Sunday. 
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P: We went our separate ways on Sunday, which was hard to do because the church was such a 

close part of your life.  We managed.  I think when the church started wanting to have 
women be more active in the church, I was the first one elected on the vestry of my church.  I 
served for three years, I think, and then decided the church was big business and should be 
run by men.  After I served as the first one, they’ve had lots of women from then on. 

 
C: In spite of your viewpoint.   
 
P: Oh yes. 
 
C: Mary is not a feminist, I believe. 
 
P: No, I certainly am not. 
 
C: I think there are some things wrong with feminism, too. 
 
P: I think it’s fine if they want to, and women are certainly doing great. 
 
C: And they’re capable. 
 
P: They’re capable.  I guess I knew I wasn’t that capable so I didn’t want to, but the church was 

very important in my life.  I taught the second grade in Sunday School for 25 years and 
retired when I thought a younger person could do a better job.  Back in my younger days, I 
would arrange the flowers on the altar for holidays and sometimes weddings.  Now they are 
all done professionally. 

 
 The Gainesville Garden Club was also special for me.  I was a charter member of the Day 

Lily Circle and was active for 46 years.  During that time, I became a Master Flower Show 
Judge and enjoyed taking the landscape design courses presented all over Florida and 
Georgia.  We learned to appreciate landscaping.  Louise McMullen and I undertook 
landscaping some of M’s new houses but soon learned that this was beyond our ability. 

 
C: Well, you’ve seen a lot of changes in Gainesville.  Do you think for the good or not? 
 
P: I think it’s great.  It’s a wonderful town and all the great things that have happened here.  I 

don’t want it to stop growing.  Your town is no good if it stops growing. 
 
C: You lost your husband, though, a few years ago. 
 
P: Yes.  He was on his way to church on Valentine’s Day, and some colored woman ran a red 

light and smashed into his car, right down here on 34th Street and Williston Road.  He died 
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that night, but they brought him back to life again and he lived for I guess three years but not 
really lived. 

 
C: What year did he die? 
 
P: December 15, 2001.  After his wreck, he was ill for such a long time and he never really had 

a life after that.  He got so he could go to the office for an hour and Catherine was great.  She 
used to drive him to the office as he couldn’t drive himself.  He didn’t have much of a life.  It 
was very tragic because he had enjoyed his life and he was in great shape.  The automobile 
accident just took it all away. 

 
C: How old was he? 
 
P: He was a year older than I am, but I don’t know how old he was at that time.   
 
C: His adopted son, Jim Parrish, had already pretty well taken over the company, hadn’t he, 

even before the accident? 
 
P: Oh yes.  M was still very active, but he had Jim be the President.  Jim really did great.  He 

had enlarged it tremendously.  Then Jim died shortly before M did – in January 2000. 
 
C: They were on a trip, weren’t they? 
 
P: They were at a real estate meeting in Orlando, and he had a heart attack and died.   
 
C: He was pretty young. 
 
P: I don’t know what age he was, but he was very young.  His children were still in school – 

one in high school and two in college. 
 
C: His wife’s name is? 
 
P: Susan Darby Parrish.  She was from Lake City.  She could have said, “This is the end of my 

life,” when her husband died.  But Susan did not.  She came forth and she is now working 
with the company as public relations.  They didn’t know that they needed public relations, 
but Susan took it over and she is doing a wonderful job.  Of course, M did a lot of public 
relations.  He was good, but Susan is doing great with it. 

 
C: Well, she needed something. 
 
P: She needed to do something, sure, but she could have sat back and felt sorry for herself, 

which so many people do, but Susan took over that job and she also made a number of new 
single friends.  She keeps up with her married friends, and she is doing all kinds of work.  
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She is on the bank board.  She’s working with the Chamber of Commerce.  She volunteers 
for all kinds of things. 

 
C: Who runs the company though?   
 
P: We were so fortunate that Gene Ritch was head of one office – the Newberry office – so he 

became President for both offices.  He has just been wonderful.  J Parrish, the grandson, was 
in the office with his father only about six or eight months when his father died.  Gene has 
been great to keep training J because J will, of course, eventually take over.  He was just out 
of college when he started, but is doing really great. 

 
C: It sounds like the Parrish company is going to be in good hands. 
 
P: Oh, I think it will.  He’s a wonderful young man, but he’s got to grow, being just out of 

college. 
 
C: He’s just too young to manage it yet. 
 
P: Yes, but he’s doing a lot of it.  We just hope Gene can stay a few years until J can take over. 
 
C: He probably will.  Now tell me about your life since you’ve lost your husband. 
 
P: Well, I’ve just been enjoying my family and not doing anything very much.  I work down at 

the church a little bit and enjoy my family and my friends.  I’m planning to move to Oak 
Hammock when it gets finished, about a year away. 

 
C: Well, Mary and M were both golfers.  Weren’t you both golfers? 
 
P: Oh yes.  We both loved to play golf.  That’s why we sold the house in Highlands.  Mrs. 

Stokes’ daughter lived in Atlanta and her mother was ill and she wanted to move back to 
Gainesville. 

 
C: Was it Rebecca? 
 
P: Margaret Stokes, I think. 
 
C: Same family, I guess. 
 
P: Anyway, she came and I didn’t even know it but M and I were off on a trip somewhere and 

he said, “Would you like to sell the house?”  He thought I was going to live there forever.  I 
said, “Sure, I’d like to.”  We had this lot out here, and I said, “I’d love to live out at the golf 
course and build a house.”  So he said, “Well, Margaret Stokes wants to come back to be 
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with her mother and the only house she likes in the area is your house.  Do you want to sell 
it?”  I said, “Sure.” 

 
C: He was surprised! 
 
P: He was very surprised.  Anyway, we sold it to Margaret Stokes right away and lived in an 

interim house for a year while he built this house out here.  We’ve lived here ever since. 
 
C: And it is right on the golf course.  A beautiful view out her back windows here. 
 
P: Right. 
 
C: So they both played golf and they also both played bridge.   
 
P: Yes.  We loved to play bridge. 
 
C: Mary still plays bridge regularly. 
 
P: Not as much, but, of course, it’s not with just one.  You have to have four people. 
 
C: That’s right.  Did you ever play tennis any more after your early days? 
 
P: I played a little bit.  After I was married, I didn’t at all because M didn’t play tennis and he 

did play golf.  He was a golfer, so I started playing golf all the time and it’s hard to do both 
tennis and golf.  My first golf was when my grandfather would take us all away in the 
summer, and it would be somewhere he could play a little golf.  He’d allow his 
grandchildren to play along with him or at least walk with him and maybe carry his clubs 
and hit a ball now and then, so that was my first golf. 

 
C: Did you go to North Carolina? 
 
P: No, he used to take a professor’s house up in the mountains in Staunton, Virginia, and 

Suwanee, Tennessee.   
 
C: And he would just leave his law practice for the whole summer? 
 
P: I don’t know how he managed, but he would take his family and go up north.  It was so hot 

down here and no air conditioning and you just couldn’t live.  We would also go to different 
places and different schools.  We would have a wonderful time because all the little cousins 
could play together in the mountains.  Every summer was just great.   

 
 Golf through the years was such fun because we had a couples’ group that played golf and 

we would get together and have dinner at somebody’s house once a month – play golf and 
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then have dinner.  Once a year we would take a trip with the golf group and oh, golly, we 
just had a lot of fun. 

 
C: Is the group still going strong? 
 
P: Yes. 
 
C: Well, Gainesville was a wonderful town to grow up in.  You’ve told us a lot of interesting 

things and if we’ve forgotten anything, we can add it.  We’ll give you a copy of this and you 
can edit it to see if you want to change anything. The Matheson Center will enjoy having this 
down there.  We haven’t forgotten anything, have we? 

 
P: Not that I know of. 
 
C: Well, you’ll read it and think through it.  Thank you very much. 
 


