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P: This is an interview with J. Milton Brownlee, formerly of the Gainesville City Commission, 
conducted by Bill Pepper, on October 5, 1995:  Recollections of Events Significant in the 
History of Gainesville.  Milton, tell me when it was that you were on the City Commission, 
and was it always the City Commission when you were on it, or was it a City Council 
changed to City Commission? 

 
B: No, it was a City Commission with a City Manager, just like we have now.  When I went on, 

 the Utility Department was managed by the City Manager.  It wasn't a separate 
managership.  While I was on the Commission, we had an election to change the charter to 
put the Utilities under a separate entity. 

 
P: Was that John Kelly? 
 
B: No, not the first.  We hired a man that was with Westinghouse.  His name was Walter Furst, 

and he managed it for maybe a year or two, but he didn't fit in with the people of Gainesville 
and got to be very unpopular.  At that time, we didn't exactly fire him.  We just lowered his 
salary, and he left.  John Kelly, who had been working for the Utilities since he was eighteen 
years old, I think, was appointed to manage the Utilities.  John did a superb job.  He built a 
utility system that was almost second to none in the state and, of course, it produced enough 
revenue that after a year or two, it was the first time that they had contributed to city 
government.  The first year they gave $50,000.00 to the city government.  Now I think it's up 
in the millions.  The history of our Utilities has been very good.  During the time that 
followed there would be certain people that would run that wanted to sell it to Florida Light 
and Power.  We always had someone who was wanting to get out of the generating business 
and just use the distribution, but we managed to hold onto it over the years.  It has been very 
profitable for the City of Gainesville, and I think they still have one of the best systems in the 
state. 

 
P: What year did you go on the Commission -- approximately? 
 
B: It was in the late 40's.  I came out of the service in July 1945 and it was either 1948 or 1949, 

I can't recall.  I served on the Commission, let's see, one full term and reelected to another 
one, and I served two years on that and I resigned because I had a business that I was the 
sole proprietor of and the pressure just got too much on me so I resigned, but then after that 
two years I ran again and was reelected and that time I served three years and then I moved 
out of the city limits and I had to give up. 

 
P: So the first time you served a term and a half, did you? 
 
B: Yes. 
P: And that would have been how many years approximately? 
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B: Three. 
 
P: And then you were out two years, and then you came back on for three more years? 
 
B: Yes. 
 
P: And then you moved outside the city limits. 
 
B: Yes. 
 
P: So what year would that have been? 
 
B: Let's see.  About 1954.  I don't remember the dates, but during the time that I was on there 

we had three or four controversial times on the Commission.  One was when we took the 
islands out of East University Avenue.  It was a divided road, and the state road department 
told us that if we didn't take those islands out they were not going to do the maintenance on 
it and the repair work.  So the Garden Club fought taking them out, as they did on S.W. 2nd 
Avenue, which was old Masonic Street.  We took them out later.  We just had to bite the 
bullet and do it.  Sanford Goin and I were the two youngest members on the Commission.  I 
served with Jim Butler.  When I first went on, it was Jim Butler, Henry Gray, Roy Purvis, 
and Sanford and I.  Then later on, of course, we had different ones come on.  The other big 
controversy was one in which the Gainesville Sun and your father were the big sponsors -- 
going on the quadrant system and doing away with all the named streets.  That was a hard 
fought battle.  We went through it, and of course, I think it's one of the finest things that ever 
happened to Gainesville, because I was in the seed and feed business, and we did a lot of city 
deliveries at that time, and you could give a green truckdriver a map and an address and he 
could find it.  

 
P: Well, that's the way I found your house today.  I went by the old quadrant system, realizing 

where 25th might lay.  I took 27th Terrace.  You mention my father.  That was W.M. Pepper, 
Jr., who was the editor of the Gainesville Sun for a long time and my predecessor on the 
paper and the son of the founder, W.M. Pepper, Sr. 

 
B: Right. 
 
P: In retrospect then, you think that was a good sound decision to go to the quadrant system? 
 
B: Oh yes.  Anyone coming into Gainesville, we had deliveries every day in semi's and all, and 

they could give them an address and if they couldn't find it, they could stop and give 
someone the address and they could tell them the general area where it was.  We did retain a 
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few names.  I know one of them was Main Street, of course, which was the east-west 
dividing line.  We retained that and University Avenue, which was the north-south dividing 
line, and we retained the name on the Boulevard because it just didn't somehow fit into the 
quadrants.  And then Depot Street, of course, is still called Depot Street.  But it's just like, 
right now, you go to Jacksonville and you can go to Louis Street or Kentucky Avenue and 
you've really got to do some work to find it. 

 
P: Well, I think the system is sound, especially for newcomers like you pointed out.  If 

somebody has lived here twenty, thirty, forty years, and gets to know it to where it's easy for 
them but that's not the thing you need to facilitate. 

 
B: Yes, and I can understand the people that had lived here were familiar with those names. 
 
P: It had a lot of sentimental value. 
 
B: It did.  It had a lot of sentimental value.  Another one was when we took the parking off old 

Alabama Street, which is now 6th Street.  It got to be a pretty big artery into Gainesville, 
because 13th Street at that time was not . . . 

 
P: It was 9th Street that. . . 
 
B: Yes, that's right.  But we took the parking off of that and our idea was that streets were 

designed to move traffic and not for a parking lot.  I can't think of any more controversial 
issues, but we were growing fast at that time. 

 
P: It was after the war and the University went from about, what, 3,000 to 10,000 in a hurry.   
B: Yes.  It brought an influx of people in, and we were pushed to extend water, and especially 

sewage, and we had to float some bond issues and revenue certificates.  I know when I was 
the mayor I went to New York twice, selling bonds. 

 
P: Was the mayor a rotational position? 
 
B: Yes, just like it is now, sort of ceremonial, and we rotated it.  I was mayor, I don't know, 

once or twice.  I can't remember, but we always had things to do.  We just met on the first 
Monday of every month when I went on it.  In fact, Jim Butler was very interested in having 
 a town baseball team and we'd meet at seven o'clock and he's say, "All right, boys, we got to 
hurry up and get through.  The game starts at eight."   But then after that we spent a lot of 
nights until twelve and one o'clock.  At that time, the City Commission received no money, 
no pay.  We operated on a pretty close budget.   

 
P: Wasn't Clarence O'Neill the city clerk? 
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B: Clarence O'Neill was the Clerk and the watchdog, and Clarence was a great guy.  He was a 

good financial man and he had an assistant named Randolph Clark, and between the two of 
them they had a tight rein on the spending.  We had another big rift when they fired J.B. 
Mobley. 

 
P: Yes, I remember that. 
 
B: J.B. had been here for quite a long time. 
 
P: He would have been the City Manager? 
 
B: Yes.  He was the City Manager.  When Sanford and I were first elected, we sort of ran on a 

platform we were going to get rid of J.B.  But then after two years on there, as it turned out,  
Sanford and I were his strongest supporters. 

 
P: What was the objection to J.B.'s administration? 
 
B: Well, a lot of people just thought he had been here too long and he was too powerful and just 

set in his ways and figured they needed new blood.  After they let J.B. go, we appointed 
Dick Cunningham, who was a city engineer, as his successor.  Well, we put him in on an 
interim basis and then made him City Manager, but he didn't last too long, and I don't 
remember who came in next.  No one from the University could run.  Then, right after my 
second term, I mean when I went off the second time in the 50's, I don't remember whether 
the legislature or the University or who, but they made a ruling that they could run, and right 
before that they elected three Commissioners -- they called them the Young Turks -- Byron 
Wynn, Ed Turlington, and Jim Richardson, he was from the University.  And Fred Cone and 
I were on  the Commission at that time, but then we both got off.  I know Fred made a 
remark later on in the year just before he died that he couldn't stand Jim Richardson because 
he was so progressive.  But before it was over, he said he was the only conservative left on 
the commission.  Jim Richardson made a good Commissioner.   

 
P: Was it during your tenure of the Commission that the free water thing for the University was 

 countermanded? 
 
B: Yes. 
 
P: Tell us about that particular thing, because the University was attracted here because of the 

Gainesville offer of free water. 
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B: Right.  Well, it was a ticklish situation.  It's a deal that one Commission binds another to, 
which is hard a lot of times to compensate for.  We might have done something then that 
would tie Gainesville up for twenty-five to fifty years and would have affected every 
Commission thereafter.  But we worked with our delegation from here.  Bill Shands was our 
Senator, and, of course, Bill was an influential Senator and I don't remember who the 
representatives were, but I think Bob Black was there at one time, and Joe Jenkins, but they 
worked with us and what happened was that the University just got so big that it was taking a 
lot of our revenue and we found, too, that they were even watering their grounds with our 
water.  They didn't even have a pump for that, but later on they did put in their own water 
system for that, but anyway, we never did have any real hard feelings.  J. Hillis Miller was a 
good man to negotiate with and he worked with us, and we got it through.  Of course, while I 
was on the Commission, they started the Medical Center.   

 
P: Tell us about your recollections of how the Medical Center was gained for the University. 
 
B: One thing:  Bill Shands.  Bill Shands was a very, very good friend of mine.  Let me say that 

before I say anything that you might think that I don't think too much of him.  But he was a 
powerful man and he had the power in the Senate to negotiate, not that he did anything 
wrong but he was a hard man.  I forget the Senator's name from Miami that was fighting 
them so, but  I imagine he did in politics what they call a lot of trading, but Bill Shands is 
responsible for the Medical Center being here.  Of course, later on they did name the hospital 
for him, which I think was a wonderful thing. 

 
P: One of the things they did, as I remember, as Executive Editor of the Gainesville Sun (this is 

Bill Pepper III speaking), but Shands acquired an advisor or a consultant in J. Hillis Miller, 
from New York State, I guess he was the New York State Education Commissioner.  Do you 
see any significance in him coming down and advising the location would essentially be 
Gainesville and then after it was done, becoming President of the University?   

 
B: No, I really don't, because you could say that about a lot of presidents.  Steve O'Connell was 

very attached to the University and did a lot of things for the University before he was made 
President.  Marshall Criser did the same thing.  Hillis Miller might have had some influence 
because, of course, the Board of Regents is the one that appoints the President of a 
University and the Board of Control then.  No, I don't think so.  Dr. Miller was an 
outstanding man.  I think, he and John Lombardi in my lifetime have been the outstanding 
presidents of the University.  Of course, we've had some more, but Steve was here during the 
integration upset and a lot of his effort had to go toward keeping the peace, which  hindered 
him in a lot of other avenues.  They went through some rough times. 

 
P: Were you on the Commission at the time Steve was President? 
 



Interview with:  J. Milton Brownlee 
October 5, 1995 
 
 
 

6

B: No, I wasn't on then.  I was appointed on the Turnpike Authority when Charlie Johns was 
Governor after Dan died (Dan McCarty) and I served on it for a year and a half at its 
inception.  

 
P: Was that the Turnpike Authority, is that when the Florida Sunshine Parkway was 

established? 
 
B: Yes.  At that time we did all the bond work on it, a lot of the engineering while I was on it, 

and we had just started letting contracts when Charlie was defeated.  Of course, I was not 
reappointed but at that time, we had just built it from Miami to Fort Pierce and that happened 
in the initial stage of it, and then later on it was brought on up to Wildwood.   

 
P: I'm curious about that particular experience on the turnpike commission, Milton. 
 
B: Well, we met every week in Miami. A man named Marvin Adams was the chairman and he 

was an insurance executive from Miami.  Our offices were in Miami, so we met there.  I 
would leave here Monday afternoon at four o'clock on an Eastern Airlines flight and stay 
down there and we would meet the next day, and the next morning at six o'clock I'd get on a 
plane and come back. 

 
P: And all that time you were running the Brownlee Seed & Feed.  Is it Feed & Seed, or Seed & 

Feed? 
 
B: It's actually Feed & Seed, but they get it changed up.  I opened it, actually, the day I got out 

of the service. 
 
P: Tell us about that particular thing, but precede it with a little history of where you were born 

and your service time and where you went to school, and like that. 
 
B: Well, I was born in Starke on a farm, but I had very close relatives in Gainesville -- Sam 

Dell's wife was my mother's sister -- and S.T. and I were first cousins and we were very 
close, so we spent half of our time in Starke and Kingsley Lake and half in Gainesville.  I 
also had another uncle who was married to my father's sister, Judge Long.  When I graduated 
from high school in 1931, right in the middle of the depression, my father was a farmer about 
three and a half miles northwest of Starke.  It cost $75.00 to register at the University then.  
That gave you all your tickets to all the football games, and everything.  You got a big book 
of tickets for everything that happened.  He could raise the $75.00 but I had to live so my 
aunt and uncle took me in.  I lived with the Dells one year and the Longs the next year, and 
that's the way I got my education.  I started out in pre-med.  My brother was a dentist.  He 
had just gotten his dental degree, and I thought I wanted to be a dentist,. but I changed my 
mind and changed over to agriculture after about two months down here.  Then, I graduated 
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in 1935.  I was in ROTC, and my Senior year I was Regimental Commander of the Infantry 
Regiment in ROTC.  I had a close friend in Starke whose father was the Superintendent at 
the Prison Farm, named Fielding Chapman, and he was the Regimental Commander of the 
Artillery.  When we graduated, the Marine Corps offered us both a regular commission.  
Fielding took it but it didn't appeal to me so I didn't take it, and Fielding ended up as 
Commandant of the Marine Corps, a Four Star General. 

 
P: Wow! 
 
B: In fact, he still lives down in Winter Park and we stay in touch.  
 
P: So, he was Commander in the Marine Corps throughout the war? 
 
B: After the war.  Well, it was during Korea.  But he was a good student here and made a good 

record. 
 
P: What was your major in at the University?  You said you started out in pre-med. 
 
B: Well, I was, of course, in the College of Agriculture, but I majored in what they called then 

Animal Husbandry.  They call it Animal Science now.  I got out and I couldn't find a job so I 
went back to the farm in June when I graduated and got a job in September with the United 
States Department of Agriculture on a program they had, at $80.00 a month ($960.00 a year). 
 I got married to Mamie Hinely Brinson in 1936, in December, and in January they cancelled 
the program so I didn't have a job.  I had a wife and she was pregnant.  Dr. Creighton at the 
University, who was Head of the Entomology Department, called me and said he had a 
scholarship from Omaha Chemical Company and if I'd come back and get my Master's 
Degree, the government said they'd take me back on research.  So I went back and got my 
Master's in Entomology, which is insect control, and our daughter, Catherine Alexandra, was 
born in 1937 and I graduated in June, 1938, reported back to the government and they put me 
back on the same job that I had before except it was up in Floratha, Alabama.  I stayed there 
three weeks, and I said, "There's got to be something better than this," so I just packed up 
and came home without a job.  Well, Bill Shands took over, they changed agents here for the 
American Oil Company -- Frank Strozier was the agent at the time -- so Bill called me and 
said that he would give me a job running the American Oil Company distributorship and we 
would be partners.  When I paid him back the money, he paid me $125.00 a month and then 
he said, "When you pay back what I put in, then I'll make you a full partner and you'll draw 
$250.00 a month."  Well, it took me nine months and I worked like the devil, but I paid him 
everything and we paid that money back, and that's what I was doing when the war came 
along. 

 
P: So you worked out what they call sweat equity? 
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B: Yes, I sure did.  That was back in the days when all the heaters had a fifty-five gallon drum  

at the back door and we didn't have pumps on the truck.  We had to take it in five gallon 
buckets and get on a stepladder and empty it into the drum.  So I worked, and my wife taught 
school over in Hawthorne.  She was a Home-Ec teacher and so we made it.   

 
P: How much money did Bill Shands put up to capitalize this? 
 
B: Thirty-five hundred dollars. 
 
P: So you paid back how much? 
 
B: Thirty-five hundred dollars. 
 
P: And then you got half of the business? 
 
B: Yes.   
 
P: That's a good arrangement. 
 
B: Yes.  Of course, when I went in the service -- I was called up in February, 1942 -- I was sent 

to Fort Benning. 
 
P: As a Second Lieutenant? 
 
B: I was a First Lieutenant then.  I had stayed in the Reserve and had done a bunch of 

correspondence work, so I went to the infantry school there for three months.  When I 
graduated from there, they offered us five assignments.  Three of the divisions were in the 
formation service stage, and the First Infantry Division which was a regular Army division,  
was stationed at Camp Blanding, so I put down Camp Blanding because my mother had a 
home on Kingsley Lake.  I reported in there.  There were eighteen Reserve officers who 
reported in there with me.  There were nineteen of us and we were the first Reserve officers; 
all the rest were Regular army.  So we got a pretty cool reception.  I was First Lieutenant and 
there were a lot of Second Lieutenants that had been in the Army for ten years.  Of course, 
they started getting right on up from there but we stayed out there two weeks and then they 
moved us back to Fort Benning for maneuvers and in time, overseas.  So I went overseas in 
July of '42. 

 
P: And we invaded North Africa. 
 
B: In 1943. 



Interview with:  J. Milton Brownlee 
October 5, 1995 
 
 
 

9

 
P: Eisenhower was Commander, wasn't he? 
 
B: Yes, but when we were down there most of the time we fought under the British, General 

Alexander, but along the end of the deal, Eisenhower took over all the American forces.  We 
even wore British clothes.  I mean part of our uniform.  If we needed shoes, they were 
British shoes.  It was a pretty hard fight.  You know we were getting whipped.  I was in 
Kasserine  Pass when Rommel overran it, but we got out of there alright and ran him back 
but then we invaded Sicily and . . . 

 
P: What was your rank at that time? 
 
B: I was a Captain and Company Commander.  We invaded Sicily and when that was over. . .  
 
P: You were under Patton? 
 
B: Yes.  Patton in Sicily.  Our commander was named Terry Allen and Teddy Roosevelt was 

the Assistant Division Commander.  Teddy Roosevelt, Jr.  Then we went back to England in 
November, 1943, and we trained, amphibious, and just before D - Day on June 6, 1944, I 
was promoted to Major.  Well, it was a great relief but three days after I was made a Major I 
was Battalion Executive Officer, the Regimental Colonel called me and told me that he 
wanted me to lead my old company ashore on D - Day.  They wanted experienced people.  
He didn't offer it to me; he told me!  So, I went back. 

 
P: Was that at Omaha Beach? 
 
B: Yes.  Omaha R.E.D.  There was a captain in the company, and we went in overstrength.  An 

infantry company had a captain, one first lieutenant, and four second lieutenants.  We went 
in with ten officers, a captain and we had extra lieutenants, and I led the company for about 
three weeks after we landed because we got into hedgerow fighting pretty heavy and right 
before the breakout. 

 
P: How long were you held down on the beach?  I understand that was really bad. 
 
B: Well, our landing craft landed I'd say about nine o'clock in the morning, when we got off, 

and we didn't get off on the dunes until about five o'clock that afternoon.  I lost fifty-six men 
killed. 

 
P: Of how many? 
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B: About two hundred.  We had another thirty or forty wounded that had to be evacuated, so we 
just had a skeleton company.  The captain was supposed to take the company.  That was the 
reason I stayed so long.  He got killed.  It was pretty tough.  But after that, on the break-
through and all, we did a lot of some fighting but it wasn't too bad until we went to the 
Hurtgen Forest and fought there.  We drove the Germans back and that was terrible fighting. 
 because the weather was horrible and artillery shells never hit the ground.  They'd hit the 
trees up above you and burst, so a foxhole didn't do you any good.  It was tough, but then 
they pulled us back for a rest and three days after they pulled us back, the Germans came 
through the breakthrough so we had to go to the Bulge.  So we were right outside of 
Malmedy, Belgium. 

 
P: You were called into the Bulge? 
 
B: Yes, our division.  They trucked us down there that night. 
 
P: Was that Patton moving up there?  Were you in Patton's force? 
 
B: No, we were with Bradley.  The First Army.  We fought there, and came out, and then we 

attacked Dusseldorf and took it, and it was right on the Rhine, and then when they took the 
bridge at Remagen they loaded us on trucks and we actually went across the Rhine.  We 
didn't go on trucks.  They trucked us up there and we walked across but we went across on 
the original bridge before it fell.  Then I was on the other side of the Rhine about a month 
and a half.  It was tough, tough.  Then I got sent home on a rest and recuperation. 

 
P: When were you wounded, and where were you wounded, and how were you wounded? 
 
B: Well, in Africa I was wounded in the arm and then on D - Day I got hit in the hip, but none 

of them were bad.  This one broke my arm, and I had to stay in the hospital a while but then I 
was wounded again in the Bulge.  That's about it. 

 
P: Okay, so then you came back to Gainesville. 
 
B: There was an existing feed store down at old Masonic Street, right across from Central 

Grocery Company, and across from Ideal Laundry.  Fred Hazen owned it, and Bill Shands, 
my old friend, had been scouting around to see what I could do.  I got out of the service 
before the war was over in the Pacific because I had enough points.  The war in Europe 
ended while I was on the sea coming home.  I came home on a freighter. 

 
P: You were in Germany? 
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B: Yes.  We brought a thousand SS prisoners on that ship to New York, and when I got out I 
was sent back for six weeks and then they wired me and extended it for another four weeks 
and then I was called back to Fort Butner, in North Carolina, and was going to be sent to the 
Pacific because by then I was a Lieutenant Colonel.  They said they needed battalion  
commanders, but I had a friend at the Pentagon who had his leg shot off down there in Africa 
and I called him and he got my orders cancelled.  They found out about the points so I got 
out of the war on July 5th and the war didn't end until August in the Pacific.  So I came back 
here and Bill Shands had found this little feed store and I bought it out for twenty-five 
hundred dollars, just the inventory, and that's where I started July 5, 1945.  But I served very 
little time in the United States.  Most of mine was overseas. 

 
P: When the Blanding people were forming with the First Infantry, do you remember a high-

ranking officer named Litskey?   
 
B: Litskey? 
 
P: Yes.  His son went to school with me.  Howard Johnson and Bruce Litskey.  They came over 

here and their dad wore a general rank. 
 
B: No, he was a full colonel, but he later . . . 
 
P: The family came here and went to school for a semester in Gainesville with me.  Howard 

Johnson and Bruce Litskey. 
 
B: Yes, he was the Chief of Staff of the Division.  There was another one.  A lot of those 

Blanding people stayed in Gainesville because we went overseas.  You see, Colonel 
Thompson was our artillery officer and his daughter, Barbara, married John Eisenhower,  
and she went to school here.   

 
P: That's right. 
 
B: A lot of them stayed here in Gainesville.  Yes, I remember Colonel Litskey.  Now that it's all 

over, it was a great experience but I was glad to get back to Gainesville, I tell you.  I've never 
had a desire to go back.  I know it would all be changed and I just never have -- I've been 
once and I didn't want to go again. 

 
P: To Germany? 
 
B: To anywhere over there -- to France, Germany.  I guess the hardest fighting our division 

experienced -- and we had some short times -- but the extended, longest, hardest fighting was 
in Africa.  It was terrible.  It would get up to 110, 115 during the day and down to 32 at 



Interview with:  J. Milton Brownlee 
October 5, 1995 
 
 
 

12

night.  It was hard living, and we fought in wool OD clothes.  The idea was, and I think it 
was probably right, that when they got wet with sweat, they'd keep your body cooler, cause 
when they brought some cotton clothes up there, they'd just get wet and stick to you and you 
were miserable but those OD clothes.  Of course, down there, too, we had a shortage of 
water.  I hate to say this but I went one time for six and a half weeks without taking a bath.  
And they didn't make us shave because of the wind on the desert, but you couldn't have a 
long beard.  You had to keep it trimmed.  Most everyone wore a beard and had their hair cut 
real short because they couldn't wash it.  And then in Sicily, the fighting wasn't so bad but 
the Germans blew all the bridges so we had to walk across Sicily -- 332 miles in thirty days -
- but we did, and they had to supply us from the air and you got a quart of water a day if you 
were lucky and then they had these K-rations in the boxes with this little box of cheese and 
crackers, four cigarettes. 

 
P: Well, the extended period of fighting that was bad was in Africa, but I imagine hour by hour 

that the Omaha Beach was bad. 
 
B: Oh, yes.  It was terrible.  There was complete confusion.  I don't know how we ever came out 

of it. 
 
P: There was no such thing as command. 
 
B: No, but that speaks well for the American soldier.  If you told him what he had to do and 

what he was supposed to do, he could do it.  And the Germans, they were great fighters until 
you messed up the plan.  If you messed up the plan, you've had it.  But someone asked me in 
one of these interviews I had for D - Day and all, who were the two most important generals 
in the war that I respected most, and I said Omar Bradley and Erwin Rommel.  If the 
Germans had kept him supplied, we might still be fighting in Africa.  I tell you, he was 
brilliant. 

 
P: How would you classify him with George Patton? 
B: Well, Patton was a different type fellow.  Patton -- when I was wounded one time, they sent 

me back, down in France, back down to the Third Army Headquarters.  They attached me 
there after I got out of the hospital before I went back to the front.  I was in Patton's 
headquarters.  I didn't do anything but I was assigned and I saw him several times.  But he 
was just one of a kind.  He could inspire his men beyond because he was that type himself.  
He didn't ask anybody to do anything he wouldn't do.  But Omar Bradley on the other hand, 
he was a smart tactician and he was what they call a soldier's soldier.  You'd never know he 
was a general being around him.  Now, you'd know it if you were around Patton.  But Patton 
was a great leader.  He did some things and down there in Africa I was at the assembly when 
he apologized for slapping a soldier.  The soldier needed slapping, no doubt about it because 
he had turned yellow, but Patton apologized in a sort of a way. 
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P: Yes, about as good as he could do. 
 
B: You know, I understand General Patton didn't take any money from the Army -- $1.00 a 

year.  I think he and his wife were independently wealthy.  Now, Hewlett Anderson here in 
Gainesville was a tanker and he fought under Patton.  Hewlett was a company commander  
and had a company of tanks and he fought under Patton, and he thought quite a bit of him.  
But down in the nitty-gritty you didn't ever get to see these guys.  You know, you knew them 
but a lot of this I'm saying about Patton is stuff I read.  The only general you ever saw was 
maybe your division commander.  I was down on the beach in Africa when Roosevelt came 
over there and they rode him down in front of the troops.  I had some good experiences. 

 
P: Yes you did, yes you did.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


