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Partners in Preservation: Documenting the Nation’s Oldest City 
Thomas Caswell, University of Florida 

This project is funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities  

and the George A. Smathers Libraries at the University of Florida 

 

Unearthing St. Augustine's Colonial Heritage  

 

is a National Endowment for the Humanities grant-

funded project to digitally preserve a collection of 

hidden and fragile resources related to colonial        

St. Augustine, Florida, consisting of thousands of 

maps, drawings, photographs and documents 

available freely online 

http://ufdc.ufl.edu/USACH  

Outcomes: 
 

After 18 months of production: 
 

19,914 items have been scanned 
 

12,379 digital pages ingested 
 

93,099 item views 
 

(Project funding runs through 6/30/14) 

Objective: 
 

To successfully draw together four different 

repositories of  archival material which have 

been previously inaccessible to researchers 

worldwide and is now freely available in an open 

source database. By partnering both public and 

private institutions, this initiative digitally 

preserves and provides access to thousands of 

maps, drawings, photographs and documents 

which help in telling St. Augustine’s unique 

“story” as the United States’ oldest city.  

 

 

Government House Research Collections 

Approx. 2,000 documents from UF’s           

Government House archives & flat files 

• Historical research reports 

• Interpretation notes 

• Drawings 

• Field reports 

 

 

Herschel Shepard Historic Preservation Collection 
Approx. 800 records and drawings, photos, documents of major preservation/

restoration work including: 

 1580 Fort and Village reconstruction 

  Oldest House 

 Castillo de San Marcos and Fort Matanzas  

 

 

St. Augustine Historical Society 

Approx. 3,000 documents relevant to founding/

development of St. Augustine: 

• Accounts of Drake’s raid on St. Augustine in 1586 

• Translations of Spanish sources on Ponce de Leon 

& Menéndez de Avilés 

• Cathedral Parish abstracts of Baptisms, Marriages, 

Burials 1594-1747 

 

 

City of St. Augustine           

Archaeology Program 

Approx. 2,000 digital items from 

excavations of 100 sites, including:           

• Late Prehistoric/Contact Era structures  

• 17th C. to mid-19th C. trash deposits 

•Early 17th C. feasting sites 

•Evidence of Drake’s Raid in 1586 

Organization: 

Outreach: 
 

•Establishing strategic partnerships 

•Recognizing "Opportunities" vs. 

"Threats" 

•Managing perceptions 

•Working with rumor mills 


