
“Finding the Silver Voice: Afro-Antilleans in the Panama 
Canal Museum Collection at the University of Florida” 

 

Margarita Vargas-Betancourt 

University of Florida 

George A. Smathers Libraries 

October 24, 2013 



Concrete Mixing Plant, Gatun Locks, Nov. 1909  

Panama Canal Museum Collection, Special and Area Studies Collections, 
George A. Smathers Libraries, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida. 
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Rock Channeler at Work in Upper Miraflores Lock Site Jan. 6, 1910 

Panama Canal Museum Collection, Special and Area Studies Collections, 
George A. Smathers Libraries, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida. 

(http://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00016789/00001) 
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Lidgerwood Unloader – 14% grade- Tabernilla Dumps 

Panama Canal Museum Collection, Special and Area Studies Collections, 
George A. Smathers Libraries, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida. 
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Errors on the Rolls of May 1915 
Panama Canal Employees 
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University of Florida, Gainesville, 
Florida. 
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Panama Canal Commissary, with personnel, showing the "silver" and 
"gold" entrances 

Panama Canal Museum Collection, Special and Area Studies Collections, 
George A. Smathers Libraries, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida. 
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U.S. Dredge Sandpiper excavating in lock site at Miraflores, Panama 
Canal 

Panama Canal Museum Collection, Special and Area Studies Collections, 
George A. Smathers Libraries, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida. 
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Interior view of restaurant showing proprietress 

Panama Canal Museum Collection, Special and Area Studies Collections, 
George A. Smathers Libraries, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida. 
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1916- Parade of Afro-Antilleans 

Panama Canal Museum Collection, Special and Area Studies Collections, 
George A. Smathers Libraries, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida. 
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Panama Canal Museum Collection, Special and Area Studies Collections, George A. Smathers Libraries, 
University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida. 
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Pacífico Yearbook : Paraíso High 
School  

Arco Iris: Rainbow City High 
School Yearbook 
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