
Crowd sourced 

transcription of 

elephant data 
Using REDCap for data 
collection & quality control 
 
Dan Reboussin &  

Hannah Norton (mini grant MG31) 



Learning objectives 

 Be able to re-state project goal 

 Successfully login to REDCap service 

 Create an accurate and complete transcription 

record 

 Be aware of volunteer opportunity (continue 

contributing to the project) 



Parker elephant data sheets 

 Humane herd culling of 3,175 individuals 

(1965-1969) 

 Restricted, overpopulated, & stressed habitats 

 Budongo Forest, Uganda 

 Mkomazi National Park, Tanzania 

 Murchison Falls National Park, Uganda 

 Tsavo National Park, Kenya 

 Necroscopy (biological measurements) data 

collected to take advantage of a unique 

situation 

 

 



Transcription for discoverability & 

access of online data resources 
“The primary goal of the Elephant Data Sheets project (part 

of the Ian Parker Collection of East African Wildlife 

Conservation) is to make a unique and significant data set 

conveniently accessible and directly useable for analysis by 

(for example) biology students, wildlife conservation 

researchers, and veterinary practitioners. These scientifically 

valuable primary resources are already available as open 

access images online. Their value for teaching and research 

will be increased enormously, however, when they are 

transcribed to a machine readable data file. This project will 

signal the availability of these materials, encourage their use 

in academics and among practitioners, and will provide a 

level of access that is certain to make the data set a 

popular resource.” 

 

Mini grant proposal: http://www.ufdc.ufl.edu/IR00003175 



http://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/data_sheets 



Online resources 

•Elephant data sheets: REDCap transcription instrument  

•Parker elephant data sheets (images at UFDC)  

•Proposal for library mini grant  

•REDCap training resources 

•Basic Data Entry demonstration video (16 min.) 

http://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/data_sheets 
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Data sheet examples 

http://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00013409 
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Login and select project 



REDCap instrument 
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http://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/data_sheets 



Inconsistent units! 



Working in several windows 



REDCap instrument 



Measurements 



The end (thanks)! 


