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A Web Tutorial for Master 
Gardeners

Master Gardeners are volunteers trained by the 
Florida Cooperative Extension Service to help 
disseminate horticultural information to our urban, 
homeowner clientele. Much of the activity of these 
volunteers centers on the so-called "walk-in" trade, 
where clientele arrive at the county office seeking 
help in identification and control of plant health 
problems. Plant diseases are particularly difficult to 
diagnose and most Master Gardeners can benefit 
from the expertise of professional plant pathologists 
in developing diagnostic skills geared to the 
peculiarities of their portion of the state.

Half-day sessions on the principles of plant 
pathology, especially disease diagnosis, have been 
held for Master Gardener trainees in four counties in 
southeast Florida, once or twice a year for the past 
several years. Approximately 480 volunteers have 
been trained, representing a potential 24,000 hours of 
volunteer service returned to Cooperative Extension. 
These volunteers have indicated strongly that they are 
much more comfortable handling plant health 
questions because of the exposure to these sessions.

Major Topics

The major units in this tutorial include sections 
on plant disease disease symptoms, pathogen signs, 
disease epidemiology, control, and sample 
submission. Specific information is given on 
bacterial, fungal, and viral pathogens, as well as 
common abiotic disorders. Sufficient opportunity 
exists for the user to constantly test himself on the 
important principles covered in the program.

The Web Address

The essentials of the personal presentation can 
be found at URL http://erec.ifas.ufl.edu/mg/

Collaborators

This work has involved collaboration between 
professional plant pathology staff at EREC and in 
Gainesville, staff of several county extension offices, 
and the volunteers themselves.

Additional Information

For more information contact: Kenneth L. 
Pernezny, e-mail: klp@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu


