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The Impact of Safety on Florida 
Agriculture

Florida agriculture, including forestry and 
flishing, made an annual economic impact of $53 
billion in 1998. More than 81,000 people work on the 
40,000 farms in the state, and more than 50,000 are 
employed in other activities related to agriculture. 
The state's agricultural enterprises range from large 
citrus, vegetable and cattle operations to small 
family-operated farms.

From 1989 to 1998, there were approximately 
240 deaths related to agriculture in Florida, according 
to data compiled by the Deep-South Agricultural 
Health and Safety Center. In addition, agriculture has 
one of the highest injury and death rates among U.S. 
industries.

Safety in Florida agriculture is challenging 
because:

• the state's agricultural enterprises are diverse,

• safety knowledge among workers varies,

• manual labor is used extensively,

• the climate creates year-round heat stress.

Therefore, it is vital to assist the public in 
learning about OSHA documents related to 
agriculture. More related information is available at 
the following Web sites:

Florida AgSafe: <http://www.flagsafe.ufl.edu>

OSHA Regulations: 
<http://www.osha.gov/comp-links.html>

Overview

This document, a condensation of Section 
1910.36 of the Occupational Safety and Health Act 
(29 CFR), is not intended to be totally inclusive but 
rather to highlight the information and requirements 
in the complete OSHA standard that owners and 
managers of agricultural businesses should 
understand. Refer to the OSHA Web site given above 
for the complete standard and for court interpretations 
of the standard.
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Contents of OSHA Standard 1910.36

• Section 1910.36(a) -- Application

• Section 1910.36(b) -- Fundamental 
Requirements

• Section 1910.36(c) -- Protection of Employees 
Exposed by Construction and Repair 
Operations

• Section 1910.36(d) -- Maintenance

NOTE: Some sections of OSHA standards are 
labeled "Reserved." This label implies either that 
information has been deleted from the previous 
version of the standard or that additions to the 
standard are anticipated. Because standards often 
reference other standards, it is important that 
paragraph numbers remain consistent.

Section 1910.36(a) -- Application

This subpart contains general fundamental 
requirements essential to providing a safe means of 
egress from fire and like emergencies. Nothing in this 
subpart shall be construed to prohibit a better type of 
building construction, more exits, or otherwise safer 
conditions than the minimum requirements specified 
in this subpart. Exits from vehicles, vessels, or other 
mobile structures are not covered by this subpart.

Section 1910.36(b) -- Fundamental 
Requirements

1910.36(b)(1) -- Every building or structure, 
new or old, designed for human occupancy shall be 
provided with exits sufficient to permit the prompt 
escape of occupants in case of fire or other 
emergency. The design of exits and other safeguards 
shall be such that reliance for safety to life in case of 
fire or other emergency will not depend solely on any 
single safeguard; additional safeguards shall be 
provided for life safety in case any single safeguard is 
ineffective due to some human or mechanical failure.

1910.36(b)(2) -- Every building or structure 
shall be so constructed, arranged, equipped, 
maintained, and operated as to avoid undue danger to 
the lives and safety of its occupants from fire, smoke, 
fumes, or resulting panic during the period of time 

reasonably necessary for escape from the building or 
structure in case of fire or other emergency.

1910.36(b)(3) -- Every building or structure shall 
be provided with exits of kinds, numbers, location, 
and capacity appropriate to the individual building or 
structure, with due regard to the character of the 
occupancy, the number of persons exposed, the fire 
protection available, and the height and type of 
construction of the building or structure, to afford all 
occupants convenient facilities for escape.

1910.36(b)(4) -- In every building or structure 
exits shall be so arranged and maintained as to 
provide free and unobstructed egress from all parts of 
the building or structure at all times when it is 
occupied. No lock or fastening to prevent free escape 
from the inside of any building shall be installed 
except in mental, penal, or corrective institutions 
where supervisory personnel is continually on duty 
and effective provisions are made to remove 
occupants in case of fire or other emergency.

1910.36(b)(5) -- Every exit shall be clearly 
visible or the route to reach it shall be conspicuously 
indicated in such a manner that every occupant of 
every building or structure who is physically and 
mentally capable will readily know the direction of 
escape from any point, and each path of escape, in its 
entirety, shall be so arranged or marked that the way 
to a place of safety outside is unmistakable. Any 
doorway or passageway not constituting an exit or 
way to reach an exit, but of such a character as to be 
subject to being mistaken for an exit, shall be so 
arranged or marked as to minimize its possible 
confusion with an exit and the resultant danger of 
persons endeavoring to escape from fire finding 
themselves trapped in a dead-end space, such as a 
cellar or storeroom, from which there is no other way 
out.

1910.36(b)(6) -- In every building or structure 
equipped for artificial illumination, adequate and 
reliable illumination shall be provided for all exit 
facilities.

1910.36(b)(7) -- In every building or structure 
of such size, arrangement, or occupancy that a fire 
may not itself provide adequate warning to occupants, 
fire alarm facilities shall be provided where necessary 
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to warn occupants of the existence of fire so that they 
may escape, or to facilitate the orderly conduct of fire 
exit drills.

1910.36(b)(8) -- Every building or structure, 
section, or area thereof of such size, occupancy, and 
arrangement that the reasonable safety of numbers of 
occupants may be endangered by the blocking of any 
single means of egress due to fire or smoke, shall 
have at least two means of egress remote from each 
other, so arranged as to minimize any possibility that 
both may be blocked by any one fire or other 
emergency conditions.

1910.36(b)(9) -- Compliance with this subpart 
shall not be construed as eliminating or reducing the 
necessity for other provisions for safety of persons 
using a structure under normal occupancy conditions, 
nor shall any provision of the subpart be construed as 
requiring or permitting any condition that may be 
hazardous under normal occupancy conditions.

Section 1910.36(c) -- Protection of 
Employees Exposed by Construction 

and Repair Operations

1910.36(c)(1) -- No building or structure under 
construction shall be occupied in whole or in part 
until all exit facilities required for the part occupied 
are completed and ready for use.

1910.36(c)(2) -- No existing building shall be 
occupied during repairs or alterations unless all 
existing exits and any existing fire protection are 
continuously maintained, or in lieu thereof other 
measures are taken which provide equivalent safety.

1910.36(c)(3) -- No flammable or explosive 
substances or equipment for repairs or alterations 
shall be introduced in a building of normally low or 
ordinary hazard classification while the building is 
occupied, unless the condition of use and safeguards 
provided are such as not to create any additional 
danger or handicap to egress beyond the normally 
permissible conditions in the building.

Section 1910.36(d) -- Maintenance

1910.36(d)(1) -- Every required exit, way of 
approach thereto, and way of travel from the exit into 

the street or open space, shall be continuously 
maintained free of all obstructions or impediments to 
full instant use in the case of fire or other emergency.

1910.36(d)(2) -- Every automatic sprinkler 
system, fire detection and alarm system, exit lighting, 
fire door, and other item of equipment, where 
provided, shall be continuously in proper operating 
condition.

Archival copy: for current recommendations see http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu or your local extension office.




