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INTRODUCTION
As big data and collaborative research projects increase, As big data and collaborative research projects increase, 
the importance of appropriate data management                    
solutions for researchers across disciplines has become 
evident. Nowhere is this more apparent than in clinical 
and translational science (CTS) research, in which                  
cross-institutional and cross-disciplinary research is 
common and data sharing, organization, storage, and               
security must scale up to meet growing needs. security must scale up to meet growing needs. 
Given coinciding interests in assessing data management 
needs across campus and in assessing information needs 
of CTS researchers in particular, librarians at the                                    
University of Florida (UF) Health Science Center Library 
(HSCL) implemented a two-part assessment of the                     
research data management needs of CTS researchers,                      
including an online assessment and follow-up                             
one-on-one interviews.one-on-one interviews.

INTERVIEWS
9 interviews were conducted with faculty from 5 of UF’s 16 colleges (Agriculture & Life Sciences, Medicine, Pharmacy, Public Health & Health 
Professions, Veterinary Medicine). Data interviews revealed the following themes:

SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS
Data management needs of CTS researchers are diverse and Data management needs of CTS researchers are diverse and 
project-specific; fully meeting these needs will require support 
from campus IT infrastructure, research units, and libraries, as 
well as discipline-specific repositories and data sources at the 
national level. Immediate areas for potential library                                                                        
intervention include training in data management best                                 
practices, data reference services, and connecting researchers                     
to other local and national resources.  to other local and national resources.  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
This project has been funded in part with federal funds from the 
National Library  of Medicine, National Institutes of Health, 
under Contract # HHS-N-276-2011-00004-C.
Thanks to the UF Clinical and Translational Science Institute for 
their help in eliciting participation in this assessment.

RESULTS
ONLINE ASSESSMENT
59 individuals from 9 of UF’s 16 colleges responded to the online assessment. 

METHODS
ONLINE ASSESSMENT
• 20-question online assessment
• Questions crafted in cooperation with the UF High                
    Performance Computing Center and Digital Library     
    Center
• Sent to over 800 investigators affiliated with UF’s                • Sent to over 800 investigators affiliated with UF’s                 
    Clinical and Translational Science Institute (CTSI)
• Open for one month
INTERVIEWS
• Two HSCL faculty librarians conducted interviews       
    with CTSI-affiliated faculty, graduate students, and/or   
    staff, lasting 30-60 minutes
•• Questions were modified from the University of                     
    Virginia Libraries’ data interview template
• Questions covered the following broad topics:
- What Is Your Data All About? 
- What Kind of Data Do You Have? 
- How Do You Work With Your Data?  
- Preservation Concerns 
-- Data Sharing and Long-term Accessibility  
- What Would Make Data Management Easier for        

      You? 


