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From the Forgotten Shores: The Slave Trade from Madagascar to Jamaica 

The topic of slavery is very broad but there are considerably less sources when discussing 
the slave trade from Southeast Africa and, more specifically, from Madagascar to 
Jamaica. Initial searches for “Madagascar, slave trade, and Jamaica” yielded few results 
thus I had to redefine and broaden my search terms in addition to diversifying my 
databases and search engines. I found it useful to research aspects of the trade separately 
as opposed to all of those terms together. Once I narrowed down a time period (1671-
1719) I was able to search early Madagascar and slave trade history, then early Jamaican 
history. Searching databases for Madagascar and Jamaica separately greatly increased my 
search results and ability to find pertinent information.  
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