
“A ship laden with treasure was a perfect target for unscrupulous pirates upon the open seas.” 
“Mary Read was 51% lady, 49% pirate. So you’d best stay on her good side!” 

This chapter introduces the concept of primary documents and gives some notable examples, 

such as “The History of the Pyrates” by Daniel Defoe. Infamous female pirates Mary Read and 

Anne Bonny also make an appearance.  

Pyrates: Truth be Told 
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The biggest trend in the survey responses had to do with Kidd. 

In response to the question “What is the most interesting thing 

you learned [from the videos],” half of the answers were in  

regard to the controversy over Kidd’s status as a privateer or to the possible political conspiracy 

leading to his execution.  

Major Trend 
In another trend, some students found the style to 

be the most memorable aspect of the videos, such 

as the animation and narration. Several responses mentioned the cartoon pirate who pops up 

on screen from time to time, although one student called the character “annoying.”  

Another said that the image of Kidd hanging in chains “was very memorable.”  

Style of the Videos 

Captain Kidd: Pirate or Privateer?  
This chapter explains the concept of privateering, which was a legal form of piracy. The life, 

trial, and execution of Captain William Kidd is examined through surviving primary  

documents from that period. 

University of Florida  

rr! Avast ye, Mateys! There’s booty to be 

had on the high seas!” Were pirates really 

the scallywags and ne’er-do-wells depicted in  

popular culture? The answers are found in primary 

documents from the Golden Age of Piracy. But 

what are primary documents? How are they found? 

A team of academic librarians from the  

Humanities & Social Sciences Library at the  

University of Florida wanted to answer these  

questions for library users in a fun, yet informative, 

way. With the help of a $5,000 grant, the librarians 

collaborated with the Digital Worlds Institute, a 

video production company, to create a new video 

series called Tales from the Source. Episodes from 

this series explore the use of primary documents for 

history research. After about a year of work, the end 

result is two professionally-produced four-minute 

videos. 
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Regarding the content of the videos, some other trends 

emerged. Apparently, students were surprised to learn that a  

legal form of piracy used to exist. Some students were also impressed that female pirates 

were as ruthless and vicious as male pirates.  Some of the responses mentioned the way 

English words were spelled in the primary documents shown on screen.  

Other Trends 

Perhaps most importantly, most of the students seemed 

to understand what primary documents are and why 

they are important for research. About half of the responses mentioned the reliability, accuracy, or 

validity of primary documents. The other half mentioned that primary documents are important 

eyewitness accounts of an event. Also, nearly all of the students were able to name a resource for 

primary documents, with most mentioning the Library of Congress website.  

Primary Documents 
he videos are complete and available on 

YouTube. However, are these videos  

effective educational tools? What will students learn 

from them? To find out, the project team surveyed 

two classes of high school history students during 

their visits to the Humanities and Social Sciences  

Library. After viewing both videos in the library’s  

electronic classroom, the students answered a short 

questionnaire. The questions included: 

´ What do you remember most from the videos? 

´ What is the most interesting thing you learned? 

´ What surprised you about this topic? 

´ Why should you use primary documents in your 

history research? 

A total of 65 students completed questionnaires.  

These are some of the trends the project team found 

in the responses:  
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