
COB College Council
Chairman, T. Baswell

Donaldson announced November 12 that Dr.
Betsy Vogel-Boze is COB’s new president.

Effective January 1, 2011, Vogel-Boze will
begin her four-year term as College
President, in hopes of carrying the torch lit
by President Hodder and those who came
before her. At this crucial stage in the institu-
tion’s development, The College community
hopes Vogel-Boze can be the visionary
leader we need.

“Dr. Vogel‐Boze comes to us with a wealth
of experience in building and transforming
tertiary academic institutions,” said
Donaldson.  “Her experience in academic

administration spans 20 years in multi‐cam-
pus university structures.”

She is currently a Senior Fellow at the

American Association of State Colleges and
Universities (AASCU), a leadership organi-
zation of 430 public colleges and universi-
ties. She is also former Campus Dean and
Chief Executive Officer of Kent State
University Stark, which a student population
that resembles that of COB in terms of its
size.

Vogel-Boze comes to COB with a PhD in
Business Administration, and a Masters in
Business Administration (M.B.A.), as well
as a Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.) in
Psychology. She is also a Professor of
Marketing

Vogel-Boze visited The College in
September, having her community forums
on September 14-15 at the COB Performing
Arts Center. One of her most salient points
was her understanding of the major impact
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The prestigious Confucius Institute
of China now has over 600 Confucius
Institutes and Classrooms worldwide.
Administration from The College of
The Bahamas (COB), together with a
delegation which included President Li
from our partner institution in Nanjing,
the Nanjing University of Information
Science and Technology, as well as
Government and His Excellency
Ambassador Hu, Chinese Ambassador
to The Bahamas, officially opened the
Confucius Classroom in November
2009.

The Confucius Institute
Headquarters in Beijing sends out its
teachers to the various destination

Institutes to live and work in that coun-
try, to facilitate the learning of the
Chinese language and to introduce
Chinese culture to the general popula-
tion.

Previously, through a collaborative
effort with the Chinese Embassy, The
College of The Bahamas and the
Bahamas-China Friendship
Association, Professor Xu Xianwen
arrived at the International Languages
and Cultures Institute (ILCI) at COB
to teach Mandarin in 2007. Professor
Xu and the Director of ILCI, Dr. Moss,
worked on the Confucius Application.

n Continued on page  2
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New Confucius Classroom Instructor arrives from China❚ by Bradley Worrell

Staff Writer
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The countdown is officially on,
merely weeks before students, faculty
and the general public have unlimited
access to the $28 Million state of the
art, plush tri-level Harry C. Moore
Library.  

Construction on the colossal struc-
ture began in April, 2008 and accord-
ing to college and government offi-
cials interviewed, anticipation to not

only see, but experience the finished
product has reached fever pitch.   

College officials have tentatively
scheduled a soft opening of the land-
mark facility for January 10, 2011;
less than three years after construction
initially began and it’s an occasion
Minister of Education, the Honorable
Desmond Bannister is looking for-
ward to.

In an exclusive interview with
Spectrum Minister Bannister said the
completion of the library is extremely
significant from a national standpoint
and marks a momentous occasion in
The College of the Bahamas’ (COB)
trek toward university status.

“This has to be one of the defining

moments in Bahamian History; for a
country such as ours to create a library
of this magnitude that will serve as a
national source of information, is
indicative of a national attempt to
give students access to information
and research at a world class level,”
Minister Bannister insisted.

“We are coming to a point in our
society where we are starting to

understand the critical importance of
having access to information.” He
pointed out that, “books in all shape
and genre are not there for pretty, but
to open up minds.”       

Over the past few weeks it has been
rather difficult to avoid the many fly-
ers, posted around campus signaling
the big move.  Library staff has a huge
task at hand, but have already began
relocating all essential documents and
books from the current library to the
new facility at the intersection of
Tucker Road and Thompson
Boulevard. 

Dr. Berthamae Walker, deputy
librarian at COB told Spectrum, a
strategic plan has been deployed to

n Harry C. Moore Library slated to open January 10, 2011
(Photo courtesy of the Office of Communication)

❚ by R.F.Darville   

Staff Writer

facilitate the move, to ensure the tran-
sition is as seamless as possible.    

“The task at hand is very easy
because professional movers [have
been hired] to do the lion share of the
job,” Dr. Walker explained.  “We are
moving none essential items like
microfilm. By the end of exam [this
fall semester] we will be moving ref-
erence computers and after final
exams and school closes, other items
will be moved.”

A librarian for over 20 years, Dr.
Walker also assured that the move
from the current library is being done
in phases, so as to not interrupt library
services students rely heavily on.

The Harry C. Moore Library will
feature an historical archive of previ-
ous Prime Ministers of The Bahamas.
The new state of the art structure will
also include: a law library, computer
commons, an auditorium, classrooms,
a media production studio, individual
and group study spaces, institutional
archives and exhibition spaces.

Spectrum can also disclose that the
new library will include a dedicated
section within the archives, commem-
orating the impact and legacy of the
country’s first prime minister of an
independent Bahamas, Sir Lynden
Pindling, with documents, special
collections and memorabilia illustrat-
ing his life. 

In 2008, shortly after construction
commenced on the landmark facility,

the Sir Lynden Pindling Foundation

donated $300,000 to COB to support
construction efforts.  Benefactors to
the Lyford Cay Foundation, college
faculty and staff, and other dedicated
donors have also generously support-
ed the library project over the years. 

Dr. Walker meantime assured that
operating hours and library services
will be enhanced. Operation style she
insisted, will also improve.  

n Photo showing the interior of
the Harry C. Moore. (Photo cour-

tesy of the Office of

Communication)

COB’s $28 Million Library
Slated for January Opening

n Continued on page  9

the global economic crisis is having on
The Bahamas, especially in regards to
funding for education. With this in
mind, she underlined her interest in
“planning, accountability and coming
up with new ways to make revenue
without burdening students’ pockets”. 

Quoting famous developmental psy-
chologist Jean Piaget, Vogel Boze said,
“Only education is capable of saving a
country from collapse, be it a violent or
gradual one.” She claimed her ultimate
goal at The College would be to “help
students become active citizens who
will help lead and develop this country
to its true potential and wants to raise

the college’s prestige”.
According to Donaldson’s announce-

ment Current President Dr. Earla
Carey-Baines will resume her duties as
Dean of the Faculty of Liberal and
Fine Arts as of January 1, 2011. She
will have served in the President’s
office for six months.

n President named from page 1

COB LIMS prepares to move

into new Library this Christmas



On Thursday November 4th, 2010
the College of The Bahamas Union
of Students (COBUS) launched its
highly anticipated website. Not only
did the organization launch its web-
site but they also hosted its first stu-
dent forum for the semester.
According to Public Relations
Officer Dauran McNeil the two
events were not as easy as one may
think, as the organizers of the event
were posed with many challenges up
to the last minute. However, he gave
much thanks to those hard working
individuals who assisted in various
capacities to make the event a success. 
A part from the many students who came out to sup-
port the COBUS event, were several heads of depart-
ment, administration and the College’s President, Dr.
Earla Carey-Baines. The event was hosted by
COBUS's assistant Public Relations Officer Renbert
Mortimore. The event started with an opening prayer
by COBUS V.P, Nevar Smith. This was followed by
a warm welcoming address by the COBUS secretary,

DeAndra Cartwright. Opening remarks were made
by COBUS president, Antonio Butler. He noted that
the event was also organized to bring everyone
together where everyone can see and listen to what
COBUS has been doing and its future endeavours.
President Butler also expressed that part the adminis-
tration’s goal is to increase awareness for COBUS
amongst students and administration. After which
was the unveiling of the event highlight, the website. 

Designer of the website was Public Relations Officer,
Dauran McNeil who was elated to present the web-
site. He stated, “The website is intended to raise the
awareness of COBUS among student as well as a
communication link where students and administra-
tion can keep in contact with COBUS.” Those in
attendance were very impressed and applauded the
hard work and dedication that went into the website.
Following the event was the student forum where
students were given the opportunity to voice their
most pertinent concerns. It was also an opportunity
for members of administration to address students
about certain updates such as the new library.
COBUS officials were indeed satisfied with the event
and hoped if students were not satisfied that it gave
them something to think about, in hope to stimulate
change on the college campus. They added that this
student forum would certainly not be the last forum,
however it is their plan to make the student forums
more attractive and in more student centric locations
to involve more students and have an even greater
impact. To visit the College of The Bahamas Student
website you can log on to
www.COBUSBahamas.com . 
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COBUS Launhces Website, hosts Student Forum
❚ by Dauran McNeil

COBUS Visit COBUS as www. COBUSBahamas.com

n (Photo courtesy of COBUS)

News

Beijing finally approved a Confucius Classroom for
the College in 2009.

Dr. Gao Hui is the first Chinese Instructor sent to
our Confucius Classroom from China. She grew up
in China’s Hubei province, attending the local
University and receiving her Bachelor’s degree in lit-
erature and language. She immediately moved to
Guangdong Province where she attended Jinan
University to attain her Master’s Degree. To pursue
her higher education, Dr. Hui then travelled to the
capital, Beijing; where she attended Beijing
Language and Culture University (BLCU) to obtain
her PH. D. 

Soon thereafter Dr. Hui became a Lecturer at the
Nanjing University of Information Science &
Technology. In December 2009, the Confucius
Classroom Director, Dr. Moss, and Vice-President
Dr. Chipman-Johnson attended the International
Confucius Conference in Beijing and followed it
with a visit to our partner institution in Nanjing,
where they interviewed two candidates for the new
Confucius Classroom, the successful one being Dr.
Gao Hui.

When she was offered the opportunity to teach in
the Bahamas, though it meant leaving her family and
friends behind, she chose to come to the Confucius
Classroom in Nassau and arrived on October 3rd,
2010. When asked why she chose to become a part of
the program and leave everything she knew behind
for a foreign country half the globe away, she confi-
dently responded that she thought it would be a great
way to broaden her horizons. Dr. Hui felt that the
move would be an excellent way to learn about a dif-
ferent culture while sharing her own, and that the
window of opportunity was one best taken while
young and without incessant demands or restrictions
on her time and attention. Not to mention that it was
a free trip to the Bahamas. 

With regards to the sharing Chinese cultures, Dr.
Hui has wasted no time in assembling a new club
called “The Confucius Café.”  Meeting every
Wednesday from 12pm to 2pm in room 15 of the
Munnings building, the club serves as a relaxed envi-
ronment where one can learn about Chinese culture,
practice the language, watch movies or simply
engage in discussion or play a variety of games. A
number of events are planned throughout the month
of November, including movies showings on the 11th

and 26th, a Xiangqi (Chinese chess) competition on
the 19th,  and a second movie on the 26th. On the 3rd
of December, there will be an information
evening/lecture about China.

Though she's generally cheerful and optimistic Dr.
Hui admitted to having had some minor difficulty fit-
ting into the Bahamian lifestyle. When asked about
the transition from China to the Bahamas she made
immediate mention of the island’s inherent beauty, as
well as the generally amiable nature of the populace.
What she found most disconcerting she said, was the
need to drive to visit convenience stores, which are
(conveniently) placed underneath apartment com-
plexes in most of China, while markets (food-stores)
are generally within walking distance i.e. across the
street. Dr. Hui was quite happy with her experience
here thus far, though it’s taking some adjustment,
however she’s looking forward to meeting new per-
sons and experiencing more of our Bahamian cul-
ture. 

The Confucius Classroom also offers scholar-
ships to students interested in travelling abroad to
live and study in China. 

n Mandarin Professor from page 1
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College isn’t easy; students pursuing a
college education are to be commended for
their decision to test the boundaries of their
intellect and their fortitude. Because earn-
ing a college degree requires far more than
most people are willing to do. After all,
most people aren’t willing to dedicate 4 to
6 hours a day to reading nonfiction materi-
al written in dizzying disciplinary dis-
course on subjects that are, initially,
entirely alien to them. Most people aren’t
willing to dedicate an additional 4 to 6
hours a day to discussing this unfamiliar
reading material amongst others, baring
their minds and souls to a forum of peers,
all nervously wondering whether they got
the point, and then filling reams of paper
with what they hope is a cogent explana-
tion of what they think they’ve learned
from this reading, only to find that they
have in fact missed the point, and then
going back again to reexamine and, hope-
fully, finally get it. But this is college;
anything less and it’s not what we’re here
for. Earning an academic degree is a privi-
lege; it’s an enviable opportunity to learn
just how much potential we have, and just
how hard we’re willing to work to reach
that potential. It’s easy to complain when
we’re given what we consider to be far too
many reading assignments, far too difficult
reading material, far too long an essay
assignment, but all of these challenges
stretch our capacities, and build our ability
to move beyond our realm of comfort,
both intellectual comfort and physical
comfort. We should try to appreciate those

moments when professors ask more from
us than we think we’re capable of doing.
Every time we try and succeed, we realize
we’re capable of far more than we thought.
And we may wonder why no one ever
imagined before that we had these capabil-
ities. We must appreciate professors who
see in us latent capabilities still waiting to
be exercised, and value those times when
they force us, yes, force us, to awaken
those hidden potentialities in ourselves.
This is what a college education ought to
do. We must cultivate in our College com-
munity a healthy respect for academic
rigor. Students must demand it, from their
academic programmes, from their profes-
sors, and from themselves. There are few
things more rewarding than achieving what
one imagines to be impossible. If we only
attempt what we know to be possible, we
will never grow, as scholars, as profession-
als, as citizens. The rigor of academic
scholarship allows us the opportunity to
stretch our boundaries, to innovate, and to
make informed decisions. College students
are a very special part of a nation’s citizen-
ry; the hard work students do in the acade-
my is only the beginning of the hard work
required to build and develop their nation.
If we want a better community, a better
country and a better world, we must pre-
pare to work for it, to put in the hours
reading and writing scholarship, sharing
informed ideas, and creating new ones.
Nothing prepares us for that quite like the
rigor of academic scholarship. 

Faculty Editorial: 
In Defense of Rigor ❚ by Toni Francis

Assistant Professor of English

The views expressed in the Opinions section are not those of the

S pectrum Newspaper or The Col lege of The Bahamas.  

Opinions

Giving Thanks

In the spirit of thanksgiving I would like
to remind those of us that are called the
disciples of God that hardships and suffer-
ing are guaranteed for the Christian. The
Bible declares that all who lives godly
must suffer persecution; therefore we are
going to experience difficult times.
Sometime ago I heard a preacher say in
one of his sermons that – “Your love of
God and God’s love of you does not pro-
tect you from trials.”  We are going to
suffer, for it is our goal to emulate the life
of Christ. This is why the Apostle Paul
wrote: “That I may know Him, in the
power of His resurrection, the fellowship
of His suffering being made conformable
to His death.” 
While we are destined to suffer as
Christians, we are also destined to live
out our most holy faith in such a way that
“men will see our good works and glorify

our father in Heaven.” Therefore there is a
mindset that the believer must envelop
and emulate while we are going through
our times of trials or testing or sufferings.
It is the mindset that the Biblical patriarch
Job who declared in the midst of unimag-
inable suffering and loss – “Though He
slay me, yet will I trust Him.” 
It is this mindset which is birth out of a
passionate love and trust of the God of the
ages who has been unconditionally faith-
ful to His people as expressed by hymn
writer Horatio G. Spafford in 1873, who
penned the words – “when peace like a
river attendeth my way, when sorrow like
sea billows roll; whatever my lot, thou
has taught me to say, it is well, it is well
with my soul.” You cannot sing, it is
well with my soul unless and until our
response to life’s hardships is that of
thanksgiving. 

❚ by R.Michelle Major

Staff Writer

Campus Car✝❂❂ns by S.A. Hanna
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For Colored Girls, starring Janet
Jackson, Loretta Devine, Michael Ealy,
Kimberly Elise and Omari Hardwick, is
based on the play “For Colored Girls Who
Have Considered Suicide When the
Rainbow Is Enuf” by Ntozake Shange.
This movie depicts twenty women, each
representing a female from the twenty
poems, which express the many struggles
and obstacles that African-American
women face, such as abortion, abuse,
abandonment and rape.

Directed by Tyler Perry, For Coloured
Girls is very dramatic and defies expecta-
tions for a quirky Tyler Perry flick. The
all-star cast gives a moving and memo-
rable performance all around. Given the
realism represented, it manages to be cap-
tivating and very emotional.

Throughout the movie, the poems are
recited bringing out a certain amount of
artful appreciation and tone, as well as
subtle breaks and calmness within the
drama (even though these poems are quite
serious). 

The films most powerful quote, due to
the pure truth of it all, would be: 

“A rapist doesn't have to be a stranger to
be legitimate. Someone you never saw. A
man with obvious problems. But if you
been public with him, danced one dance,
kissed him goodbye lightly with a closed
mouth, pressing charges will be as hard as
keeping your legs closed while five fools
try and run a train on you. These men –

friends of ours, who smile nicely, take you
out to dinner, then lock the door behind
you...”

I cannot say that I would watch 'For
Coloured Girls' again, but I do have an
appreciation for it and what it represents.
Personally, it's the best from Tyler Perry
thus far.

Movie Review

For Colored Girls

by Alicia Cartwright

n For Colored Girls movie poster
(Courtesy of 34th Street Films, FCG

Productions, Lionsgate and the Tyler

Perry Company)

Men have higher standards than women,
this is not a matter of me being facetious
or misogynist, we simply are. 

Case in point, I submit any number of
fallacies or as I like to call them, phallac-
ies. There are tons of ugly men who
resemble Kermit the Gorf, that are walk-
ing around with these super hot, super-
models that make you wonder what level
strength rohypnol did he slip into the
Cosmo at Wet & Mad. Without calling
out specific sponge-monkey politicians,
(that is the creature that use to sell
Quizno Subs, and not actual monkeys
made from sponge cake), you know you
will never see an attractive man, with an
ugly chick, unless she’s putting
out…some killer food. 

Lets just admit it, pretty girls can’t
cook, if you want to starve to death,
marry a pretty girl, of course that explains
why so many dudes walking around ema-
ciated and looking like Kermit the Gorf
because dudes would starve to death if you
solid enough. 

That doesn’t make us stupid, it just
means we have discerning taste. 

We know what we want and that is what
we pursue. Not like you women, we can
wear you down. In high school you pre-
tend you have standards but I promise you
by the time you reach 24 years old sud-
denly you realize that the chubby guy
with questionable hygiene is the best
you’re ever going to do. That’s right,
don’t listen to Ricardo Clarke let that
complacency set in, mmm….no not buy-
ing it?

Alright let us look at the rise of more
and more ugly sex symbols. Vbyz Kartel,
prior to his incident with a vat of Black
Opal, was perhaps the ugliest looking fel-
low walking on this earth, actually he
still is. But in 10 years you do a survey
about how many children were conceived
to his off key songs. 

The man is not even butt ugly, he is
fecal matter ugly, now I apologize for get-
ting all scatological on you, but the man
is not attractive. But when he throw on
his straight leg jeans and fitted, in a white
t-shirt, oh flick it over, she ain even
know when that baby come. 

Obviously women have been deceived
by the phallacies that the uglier the man
the more potent and virile his seed. Now
why, if this is the case, why am I bring-
ing it to your attention ladies? I know
you saying, Stephen, don’t worry, just
grab yourself an appropriate trophy wife
and continue on with your plans of over
throwing the despotic hold that Jeff Lloyd
has on this country, one problem, I’m not
ugly.

Every morning I wake up and curse the
fact that I am too good looking for my
own good. Why couldn’t I be born ugly,
and without the ability to sing, then I
could be a dance hall singer on his 14th
out of country child. Instead I have to do
things the old fashion way, talking to this
girl, developing a relationship with her,
falling in love meeting her parents, etc,
etc. 

I wouldn’t have a problem with that if
she…if you weren’t bombarded every day
with so many ugly bastards walking
around. By the time you stumble on me
you’ve already had 1.4 children for some-
one that resembles chyme and I can’t
compete with that. Plus since you can’t
cook he starts looking like Skeletor, now
you will never leave him. 

Women raise your standards, not Kobe
Bryant high, actually yes Kobe Bryant
high, with he long yolk head, infidellic
ball hogging self. Lakers suck.

Oh yea, and men have higher standards
than women.

(lol, I’m joking I know that despite your
obscene hotness, you can cook)

Humor Column

Men have Higher 
Standards than Women

by S.A. Hanna
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Gamer Review

❚ by Travis Cartwright-Carroll

Production Manager

Race in Games: Are

video games racist?

In my last article my editor thought the acronym RPG meant Real Playing Game
when it actually stood for Role Playing Game. I just wanted to clarify that before you
all thought I was some incompetent casual gamer type bugger. Good, now that that’s
over with, let’s play some Fat Person Shooters or FPS!

Let me ask you something, have you ever played a videogame as a white charac-
ter?  Now, have you ever played a videogame as a black character? Now, that black

character, did they eat chicken and watermelon and use slang words signifying their
non-existent education? I’m exaggerating, but I think you get my point. Videogames,
like all other media, are race sensitive. You’ll be hard pressed to find a Sidney Poitier
in videogames, especially in the still racist Japanese videogame market.  To prove the
racist tendencies in games, let’s look at two specific videogame characters, CJ from
Grand Theft Auto San Andreas and Barret from Final Fantasy VII.

If you’ve ever played a GTA game, you know they tend to be on the controversial
side. Essentially these games are Scarface meets Miami Vice, The Godfather or Boyz
N the Hood. San Andreas draws from the later with its main characters being black in
a Los Angeles inspired city. Unfortunately these characters are gang members doing a

ton of gangster bullocks. CJ, the protagonist returns home after his mother dies and
becomes embroiled in a conflict of race, gangs and class. Along the way he pilfers
cars, murders innocent pedestrians, police officers, animals, prostitutes and many
more stereotypical things. Now this is by no means solely present in the only GTA
game wholly populated with black characters, but it is important to note that black

n Barret from Final Fantasy VII proves that the Mr.T look is still in style.

(courtesy of Bet.com) 

n Does CJ from GTA San Andreas, really represent all black people?

(Rockstar.com)
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Literary Expressions

Corn by S.A. Hanna

A young ear of corn glistened in the sun. His husk still green with hope and
his silk long and proud jutted out of the opening, hiding his deep yellow ker-
nels. Each was like the next, 784 identical seeds hardening under the deep green
blanket of leaves. Would he ever see beyond the edge of this impotent stalk? All
around him was the incessant whisper of his brothers and sisters. Chattering
ears, shaking in the breeze. What did they say? The same things that corn always
say, nothing. They were dull, starchy rascals, not deserving to exist in the same
field as him. He tired of their ways. They did nothing but hung there whisper-
ing, nothing. They had no desire to see pass the green leaves of the field. Once
he had heard them whisper something among themselves, something. A stalk
that laid on the edge of the field had fallen to the smut. They shuttered violent-
ly as the message passed from stalk to stalk how all the children of that stock
had suddenly swollen, their once perfect pale yellow kernels now blacken, filled
with a foul fungi. That was the last he had heard them speak...out of fear, but
even he that day had tighten his leaves more than usual, as though to choke the
fungus ridden air out of his own kernels. A shadow rippled over the field and
crashed with a flutter of feathers and squawks.

The other shoots did nothing but blow in the breeze, whispering nothing.
The young ear of corn could hear the silent approach of the bird. It cawed once,
as though to let its prey that it had seen him. Perhaps he wouldn't eat him.
Maybe he would go after one of the boring ears of corn, not him, but even as
he thought that, the truth came to him.

The bird flapped his dark wings twice, lifting off the ground and landing on
his stalk. He could feel the birds sharp talons stabbing through his entire being,
it hadn't reached him yet, but he could feel the bird stabbing with its greedy
beak, tearing him apart. Ripping each of his 784 kernels out one by one. Oh
what cruel fate to let him die this way before he could see the world beyond the
field. There must be another world beyond this boring field of whispering ears
that even now as his death loomed did nothing but whispered, nothing. 

A claw tore at the first layer of protective leaves. Grabbing a mouth filled
with corn silk, the bird shook his head to rid himself of the useless substance
that clung to the small, wet, cruel tongue. This brought him no satisfaction, he
could hear the breath of the creature, the warmth of its body was nothing like
the sun. It was weak but it burnt him. The whispers grew louder as the bird
ripped a second layer away. It now held him close to its mouth with its unguis,
soon it would be over, the whispers would stop, and he would never see the field
again...he would never see  past his own stalk. It was at that moment that the
corn realized, he had no desire to die and he screamed. He screamed loud, an audi-
ble scream that seemed to come from nowhere, it was far too loud to have been
made by a mouth, but it must have come from somewhere. It was so loud the
whispering stopped. So loud that it covered the sound of feet crunching against
fallen leaves. So loud the bird flew off and the field was silent for a moment.
So loud it was that while the young ear basked in the magnificence of his own
greatness, he did not feel the farmer's hand reach around him nor hear when he
was broken away from his stalk.
But even as the farmer through the now dead, young ear of corn in his basket
with the others that had been picked so far, there was no doubt that he was the
greatest corn in the field.

She looked from her plate partially annoyed at his story, partially amused at
his insistence of entertaining her, as though seeing her smile was the only thing
that gave him pleasure.  

‘Bahamas for Obama’, ‘Obama for ya
mama’ it was evident the Presidential
elections of 2008 sparked a newfound
interest in the politics of the United
States of America throughout the
Bahamas. Through various forms of
media, the Elections were tracked daily
waiting patiently for the results. Dr.
Anna Everett, Professor of Film and
Media Studies at the University of
California, Santa Barbara (UCSB) guest
lecturer for the fifth annual Anatol
Rodgers Memorial Lecture was truly one
of Relevance. With the introduction of a
program in Race and Film at the College
of The Bahamas, coordinator of the event
Assistant Professor Dr. Toni Francis
acknowledged Dr. Everett as more than
fitting.

“Have we become PostRacial yet?:
Trends in Race, Media and Identity
Politics in the age of Obama”. The theme
for the evening encompasses the effect of
digital viral media on the Presidential
elections and how consumers have been
indoctrinated by all forms of media. 

Addressing the Obama-mania, ranging
from television, to radio, YouTube,
social networks even on the school buses
of America, Dr. Everett explained the
effects of the media on even the youngest
of consumers. Because of the Obama per-
sonified in the various digital media
forms, everyone expected a revolutionized
change of the economy. Considering the
commercials, music videos even the liter-
ature produced during the Obama boom,
the perception of the President was ideal-
ist, he was expected to revamp, not only
the social issues of America but for other
countries including the Bahamas.

Dr. Everett highlighted the standards set
by the mass majority through media was
unattainable and many refuse to acknowl-
edge that Obama could not rehabilitate an
already failing economy in one term of
presidency. 

PostRacial, where? Considering the eth-
nicity and race of The President Obama,
the media even more commodifies the
belief that he must provide change! 

Dr. Everett humored the audience with
video examples of viral media, including
the “Obama girl” who claimed she had a

crush on Obama and wrote numerous
songs encouraging people to support and
discouraging Hillary Clinton from run-
ning. Dr. Everett believed this video,
considering the 20 million views on
YouTube, played a pivotal role in the
presidential elections.

The students making up the audience

found the videos particularly appealing,
despite most were required to attend,
either for a cultural component or some
other English assignment. Regardless of
the reason for attendance something was
learned. Symphony Gardiner, first year
college student, felt she could not appre-
ciate the extremely political nature of the
lecture but she acknowledged the useful-
ness of the information on digital media
and felt she derived so much on the pro-
found impact of social networks. 

Among the distinguished guests in
attendance was The College of the
Bahamas President, Earla Carey-Baines,
Chair of the School of English Studies,
Dr. Marjorie Brookes-Jones, Members of
the Rodgers Family, Director of Public
Affairs, Cable Bahamas Dr. Keith
Wisdom along with radio personality Mr.
Jeff Lloyd.  

COB hosts Film Scholar at
Anatol Rodger Memorial

Lecture Series❚ by Erin Knowles

Copy Editor 

n Anna Everette gave a rivetting
lecture on race, media and identi-

ty in the era of Obama. (Photo by

Mark Humes, Professor, SES)



For the Mass Communication majors,
who are anxiously in search of a
University abroad to continue their stud-
ies, there is hope!

Rumors of a bachelor degree program for
media students coming on stream have
been around for years but have finally been
confirmed by two professors at the College
of the Bahamas.

Paola Alvino, a Journalism and
Communications lecturer here at COB,
validated the rumors after one of several
meetings had taken place.

“The name of the new program is the
Bachelor of Arts in Media Journalism and
will be starting in fall 2011. COB, in par-
ticular Hugo Zarate and Monique Toppin,
have been trying to get this program for a
few years, however, it really got started
early this year.”

Alvino also gives comforting news for
students who worry about credits from
their previous program.

“For those students who have completed,
or are still doing the Associates of Arts
degree in Mass Communications, their
credits will be accepted. If the students
have completed all the major classes in
that program which also will fall under the
new B.A, they will more than likely be in
the third year of the B.A when they switch
over or sign up.”

The lecturer expects about 15 students to

enroll in the new program which she feels
is good because the program is new for
COB and once the students do well and
excel, the program would garner more
attention and hopefully bring COB closer
to university status because a University
cannot exist without having a B.A for
media.

Hugo Zarate, another Journalism and
Communications lecturer believes that
students will be saving a lot of money by
remaining at COB. The fees for an interna-
tional student may be considerably more
compared to the College.

Zarate also talked about the upgrading of
the media facilities at COB. “We’re look-
ing at renewing some of the equipment and
current software that we have. Also, we’re
planning on installing news rooms and a
few more radio production studios.”

This program couldn’t have arrived at a
better time. However, as with all things,
only time will tell if students take advan-
tage of this wonderful opportunity they
have been presented with. Students have an
opportunity to continue/pursue their
degree here full or part time and this
should ease the anxiety of University
search.

What was once complex problem a few
years ago will now be a simple solution in
a few months.
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COB has New Program for Media

Majors in the Works❚ by Lamech Johnson

Staff Writer

Bachelor of Arts in Media Journalism

“Students will have access to lock-
ers to mitigate theft,” she said.
“There will be two state of the art
classes to be used specifically for
library teachings and a real archive
instead of just a small cubby hole
(as) in the current library.  There are
allocated spaces specialized to
accommodate student research.
Twenty-four computer rooms,
enhanced security, two information
desks and a much needed faculty
room.”  

When asked about the excitement
level, she explained that staff mem-
bers in her department are elated and

eagerly anticipating the move. 
“We have been waiting since 1988

to see this library built,” Dr. Walker
reflected. “I remember a former
librarian scribbling designs.  So it
has been 20 years plus and we are
excited and can’t wait to move in!”

The plush tri-level library named
posthumously after Harry C. Moore,
a philanthropist and former chairman
of the charitable Lyford Cay
Foundation, who helped to raise mil-
lions of dollars for scholarships and
grants which has allowed countless
Bahamians to further their studies.  

n Library from page 2
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Gamer Review con’t
people are portrayed as corrupt – is there
one upstanding black character in the
game? You tell me.  I’m not claiming that

RockStar (makers of GTA) are perpetuat-
ing racist notions, but I am saying that
isn’t it time for a positive black character

in one of their games? Are we not tired of
seeing blacks stealing cars, and making
nothing of their lives? Tommy Vercetti of
GTA Vice City is no different from CJ,
except that he’s white. Yet there are a ton
of video games out there with positive

white characters.  Look at everyone’s
favorite plumber, Mario from Super
Mario. All he wants to do is rescue his

princess. Metaphorically speaking, he just
desires to do the right thing. It’s not far-
fetched to motivate for change of presenta-

tion. If one side is presented, then the other
should be represented as well. 

Barret from Final Fantasy VII is not as
offensive a character as CJ, but he manages
to hold his own. First off, Final Fantasy
VII is about a group of resistance members

fighting an evil electric power company that is stealing land and energy from the planet
itself and selling this energy back to the people. Barret heads this group of misfits up
until our protagonist, a blond hair blue eyed white boy named Cloud (can you say Arian
race) assumes control of the gang (not to be confused with gangsters).  Barret lost his
family and an arm to the evil company after it sent hitmen out to destroy his village
because they refused to cooperate. Barret literally has a gun for half his arm – a gun. Not
to mention the fact that he looks like Mr.T and uses language that would make any par-
ent do a double take at the T rated game.  However, considering the fact that the Japanese
like to draw blacks with big pink lips and blond hair, I’ll gladly accept the Mr.T look
any day. The latest black Final Fantasy character is not as offensive as Barret and actual-
ly shows progress. 

There are a slew of minor black characters cast in video games including the Mike
Tyson inspired Balrog from Street Fighter 2, Jax from Mortal Kombat 2, just to name
a few.  I could go into detail how Drebin from Metal Gear Solid 4, who is followed by
his monkey companion, is a quintessential metaphor for how the Japanese view blacks,
but it’s just too offensive.  I ask you dear readers, what do you value in your video game
experience? I know that we really just want to be entertained, but I ask you to be mind-
ful of the commentary these games make of our society. 

n In Grand Theft Auto San Andreas the player is free to commit rob-
beries, murder, sexual acts as well as numerous other acts all in a black
enviorment. (Photo by RockStar.com)

n Balrog from Street Fight IV is the
spitting image of well known ear biting

boxer. (Photo courtesy of Capcom.com)

n Jax from Mortal Kombat 2 loves guns,
but not more than metal arms. (Photo

courtesy  of Midway. com )

n Drebin from Metal Gear Solid 4 has a monkey for a shadow...erhmm. (Photo cour-
tesy  of BET. com )

n Jynx  from the original Pokemon stirred up

controversay  over her obv ious black face  rou-

tine. (Pho t o  co urt es y  o f Eo FF. co m)

n In Final Fantasy  XIII,  there is acutally  a

black  character that doesn’t swear, loses his

temper or is portrayed as a gang banger.

(Co urt es y  o f Eo FF. co m)
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Students Respond:
Impact of the National

Sports Stadium
Five years after the agreement was
signed between the People's
Republic of China and The

Bahamian Government, the 30,000 seat national stadium in con-
struction at the Queen Elizabeth's Sports Centre is nearing the
completion of phase one of the project. Phase one of the stadi-
um consists of two grand stands, which seat 12,000 and 3,000
respectively, and is to be expanded in phase two of development.

Phase one is scheduled for completion in June 2011, at
which time it will be ready to entertain sporting, cultural and
tourism events. The Thomas A. Robinson National Stadium
will feature lightning arrestors, which will eliminate threats
from lightning during events; a sprinkler system; wheel-chair
access; and fiber optic wiring, for state-of-the-art broadcast com-
munications. It is also considered to be the largest of its kind in
the region.

The National Stadium has been certified to meet the require-
ments of international sporting authorities. Certified by the
International Association of Athletic Federations (IAAF),
International Olympic Committee (IOC) and Fédération
Internationale de Football (FIFA), there is much hope that The
Bahamas will be able to host international games like the
Central American and Caribbean Games (CAC),
Commonwealth games, and the CARIFTA games, founded by
the Caribbean Free Trade Association.

Damian Turnquest, second year student and softball player,
believes hosting these games would 'improve the economy' in
that it would 'encourage tourists to come in', therefore provid-
ing business for hotels and resorts. The erection of the stadium
has already helped the economy in that the concrete was supplied
by Bahamian businesses. Bahamian companies also supplied
most of the equipment, and Bahamian shipping companies were
used in the transport of supplies from China.

Denzel Wells, Physical Education major, said that when con-
structed, the National Stadium should “encourage Bahamian ath-
letes to return home”, particularly track athletes. He also feels it
will encourage other Caribbean athletes to come here such as
Usain Bolt and shows that “[the government is] finally paying
attention to what athletes need in this country”.

It is obvious that the expectations for the Thomas A.
Robinson National Stadium’s impact on The Bahamas are very
high. The construction of the stadium also encourages young
athletes by showing them that their needs are being recognized
and met. This construction seems to be a symbol to The
Bahamas of the future development of our country and a symbol
to the world of The Bahamas' affiliation with China.

❚ by Alicia Cartwright

Staff Writer

SPORTS
2010-11 COB Women’s Basketball Team 

#20
#21
#22
#23
#24
#25
#26
#28
#30

Shadell Williams
Alexis Maycock
Stevandrae Wells
Deandra Williams
Gabrielle McKinney
Alisha Bethel
Deleisa Mackey
Giovanna Gordon
Natishka Selver

Guard
Guard
Guard
Guard/Forward
Guard
Guard/Forward
Forward
Forward
Forward

Freshman
Freshman
Freshman
Senior
Sophomore
Sophomore
Sophomore
Sophomore
Junior

Garvin Lightbourn : #42 Senior. Guard
Edward Burrows: #33 Junior. Guard
Sherman Bowe: #39 Sophomore. Forward
Juda Vilma: #37 Sophomore. Guard  
Khari Thompson: #32 Sophomore. Forward
Charles Taylor : #43 Sophomore. Centre

New Additions
Anthony Sands : #34 Freshman. Guard
Eleazor Johnson: #35 Freshman. Guard
Charles Walker: #38 Freshman. Guard 
Jesper Thompson: #42 Freshman. Forward
Dion Mcphee: #40 Freshman. Forward
Reuben Goodman: #41 Freshman. Forward

Reserves
Dorian Bowe: Centre
Drew Rigby: Guard 
Gralyn Frazier: Guard 
Trevor Adderley: Guard 
Shamir Martin: Centre 

COB Men’s Basketball Team
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SPORTS
Bahamas holds Second amateur

Wushu Sanshou MMA Tournament
Sports Tourism is a burgeon-
ing market that The Bahamas
is building the capacity to

tap into. But Kent Bazard of The Bahamas Wushu
Sanshou Association is taking it to a new level with
the country’s first amateur mixed martial arts tourna-
ment.
The International Chinese Martial Arts Circuit World
Championship will take place December 10-12 in
the Atlantis Grand Ballroom. 
Bazard, co-producer and organizer for the event, says
the highlight of the tournament will be the Saturday

night fight finals at 7:00pm, which will include the
finals for sanshou (full contact fighting), amateur
mixed martial arts, and grappling.
Part of the event will also include martial arts semi-
nars in tai chi and wushu – more specifically tradi-
tional and modern fighting sanshou. This year’s tour-
nament will also be the first time so many local mar-
tial arts schools in The Bahamas will be able to com-
pete in one event.
The International Chinese Martial Arts Circuit
(ICMAC) is a series of martial arts events that take
place all over the world. Bazard’s brainchild was born
in 2008 when he took a small team to an IMCAC
event in Orlando, Florida. 
At the Orlando event, Bazard asked himself, “Why
can’t we have an event like this here in The
Bahamas?”  So, he introduced himself to Nick
Scrima, the ICMAC President, handing him the
pitch of the prestigious location and the beautiful
hotels of The Bahamas.
The immediate result was a circuit event in December
of last year, which had over 200 competitors from

eight countries, including Azerbaijan, Argentina,
Canada, the US, Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica,
Puerto Rico, Bermuda. Competitors from these
countries return to compete this year, along with ath-
letes from India, Egypt, UK, South Africa, and Italy
The Bahamas Wushu Sanshou Association (BWSA)
was formed this year and is partnered with the

Bahamas Grappling Center, a Jujitsu school. BWSA
is also a Pan-American Wushu Federation (PAWUF)
member and will soon be an International Wushu
Federation (IWUF) member. Bazard’s hope is to
establish a national team to compete at the next
PAWUF championship in Mexico next year.
This, and all ICMAC events, is open to all individ-

ual competitors. Visit
www.kungfuchampionship.com/nassau or contact
Kent Bazard at emabahamas@hotmail.com for more
information. Tickets to the events are available at the
door: $20-$25 for adults, $10-$15 for kids and $35
for VIP.

n Bahamas welcomes compeitors of its
first ICMAC Championship in December

2009 (Photo by Kent Bazard)

n Bazard executes a throw at the ICMAC
Orlando Championships in May 2010

(Photo by Joseph Spagnuolo)

Wushu
Tai Chi 
Sanshou
Chi Sao 
Push Hands
Traditional Karate*
Open Karate*
Grappling*
Amateur Mixed Martial Arts*
*Added for this event only

Competitions in the Event

New Providence Women’s Basketball association

2010-2011 Schedule

Truckers vS COB 13 Nov 7:30PM 

(COB lost 55-42)

COB vS Cybot 20 Nov 7:30PM

COB vS allstars 23 Nov 7:30PM

Cheetahs vS COB 27 Nov 8:30PM

COB vS angels 30 Nov 8:30PM

COB vS Truckers 2 dec 7:30PM

Cybots vS COB 7 dec 8:30PM

allstars vS COB 11 dec 6:30PM

Maintaining your health while managing a full school sched-
ule can be difficult as well as stressful. It can even result in an
unconscious consumption of thousands of unwanted calories.
What can you do?

The Wellness Centre at The College of The Bahamas seeks to
provide quality services to maintain the ‘Wellness’ of the College
community first and then the community.  Including a wide selec-

tion of exercise
machines as well as
weight lifting equip-
ment, the Centre is
fitted for top per-
formance.
Although this may
not seem appealing
to many, the latest
addition to the
Wellness Centre’

Slate of activities,
Aerobics may be the
activity for you!

Aerobics is a form of physical exercise involving rhythmic
aerobic exercise with stretching and strength training to improve
flexibility, muscle strength and cardio-vascular fitness. It is an
exercise energetic enough to increase blood flow, burn fat, and
keep your heart and lungs in excellent condition. Aerobics is done
in a group with background music directed by an instructor. Along
with the physical benefits, it serves as a stress reliever; if it is
done regularly it will contribute to a wholly healthy you.

Beginning January 4, 2011, Aerobics classes will be held in
the Wellness Centre for a small fee of $2.00 for COB students. If
interested, feel free to visit the Centre and apply. 

n Classes will begin January 4,
2011 (Photo: Alicia Cartwright)

Aerobics Classes to
Begin❚ by Erin Knowles

Copy Editor 

❚ by Reva Devi

Editor in Chief


