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'l'litl Ducudo, or Dolphinfish (Co'ypJU:t~IUJ. }/.ippurus) is a
popular sport fish well known for its high quality as a food
fish. This fish grows extremely fast with one year old fish
being approximately 29 inches, two year olds 46 inches, three
year olds 56 inches and four year olds 60 inches in fork length.
This fast growth rate potentially makes this species a good
candidate for aquaculture. The male dorado has a high, steep
forehead and the female has a lower, rounded forehead
(above).

The optimal time of year to fish for dorado in Virgin Island
waters is from January to May with March and April being
peak season. This spring abundance may be related to a
prespawning migration of dorado northward to the Atlantic.
Dorado are often caught in association with objects floating on
the surface which explains why they are frequently caught
around offshore buoys and boats that have broken down and
drifted far from land. Dorado are mostly caught with hook and
line using a variety of lures. Due to their schooling behavior,
dorado are sometimes caught in great numbers, although it is
often said that once you lose a dorado you are not likely to
catch any more from that school.

KESTREL NEWS
On March 18 an adult Kestrel was senselessly shot

in Estate Nazareth. It subsequently died from multiple
wounds. It was found to have a nest nearby with four
eggs in it. The eggs were brought to the Division and are
being incubated. We hope that they will hatch and can
be reared to release in the wild so that this kestrel's
nesting efforts will not have been in vain.

The American Kestrel is protected under the Migra-
tory Bird Treaty Act. There are penalties for killing or
taking of species protected by this Act.

>- ECOLOGY MADE STh1PLE

>- WHO CARES ABOUT MANGROVES?

WHAT IS A SEAGRASS?
Seagrasses are just that - grasses that grow in the

sea. Our four species of seagrass are actual1y the on1y
flowering p1ants that live in our waters. They produce
flowers and seeds. They serve many of the same func-
tions as do grasses that grow on the land. They are often
cal1ed marine pastures because many marine animals
depend on them for food. Some of these animals include
tonch, greenturU~8, piirr()Lfi~h and sea urchins. Other
animals depend on them for habitat: they live among
the grass blades to escape predation from other animals.
Some animals even depend upon sea grasses to find the
animals on which they prey. Many species offish use
the seagrass habitat as a juvenile nursery habitat and
others use these meadows as a transition habitat be-
tween the mangrove nursery areas and the cora1 reefs
where they live as adults. Knowing all this, it becomes
c1ear how important seagrasses are for many species of
animals in the sea and how interrelated they are with
other marine habitats (coral reefs and mangroves).

Most people don't realize it but seagrasses are a
major reason why our waters are so c1ear. Much as a
cover of grass keeps the soil on a hil1side when it rains,
seagrasses keep the sand and other sediment on the
bottom when there are big waves. The roots hold the
sediment in place and the leaves baffie the wave energy
and keep it from stirring up the bottom. In the absence
of seagrasses waves stir up the sediment which can
cover coral reefs and kill them. Seagrasses can also trap
some of the sediment that runs off the 1and during
heavy rains, keeping it from affecting our cora1 reefs
and other marine habitats.

Seagrass blades grow from an underground stem or
rhizome and can take many years to grow over a dis-
turbed area. Unfortunately, we have more and more
disturbed areas around the Virgin Islands. These are
caused by anchors which dig a hole or trench in the
seagrass meadow. Once a meadow is damaged, large
waves can continue the process until a much larger area
is dug out. Boat groundings can also start this process.
Dredging has accounted for the loss of many acres of
seagrasses in the V.I. in the last 50 years. Sediment
from uncontrolled development on shore has smothered
seagrasses in some places. All of these have led to a re-
duction in our water quality, a loss of animals important
to our fisheries and to maintaining the balance of the
web of life in our ocean and a loss of protection for our
shorelines and coral reefs.

Co~sider your actions; protecting our seagrasses is
protecting our way of life in the V.~.. WHO LIVES IN WETT A Nn~?>-



BIRD WATCHERS OF THE V.I.
The spring (March to May) bird migration has begun.

This is the time of year that birds wintering in the V.I.
leave for their northern nesting grounds. Some of our
winter shorebirds will travel as far north as the Arctic
Circle and beyond. This is also the time of year when
the migratory seabirds such as terns begin to arrive for
their nesting season. Many birds that have been winter-
ing in South America are also passing through our area
on their way north. This is your chance to see birds that
otherwise are not found in the V.I.. Wetlands, shorelines
and forests are good places to look. Bird groups of
interest include shorebirds, ducks and raptors.

A special note: Last summer, two or three Ospreys
spent the summer on St. Croix. This is unusual but not
unhear.d of. There have been reports that Ospreys have
been nesting, however there have been no confirmed
sightings of nests with eggs or chicks. If anyone ob-
serves Ospreys nesting this summer, please call the
Division at 772-1955.

EARTHDAY ACTIVITIES
Teachers, youth group coordinators, parents and

others: get your kids in tune with Earthday! Design
activities that promote living lightly on the planet and
give something back to our Earth. She provides for our
every need and yet we humans have neglected her
needs.

* Plant some trees. Make sure you can water them
until they grow. Plant local trees instead of exotics.
Fruit trees will feed the wildlife if you don't eat the fruit.

* Select an area and keep it clean of trash. This
could be a roadside or a beach. Even a reef!

* Organize or participate in a recycling effort for
aluminum, paper or glass. Reuse the backs of used
paper and save trees.

* Organize an environmental event with speakers
on environmental topics. Have an environmental poster
conLe8L Or gaIIle~ wiLh your kids.

* Environmental protection starts at home - write to

our government officials with your concerns or sugges-
tions on environmental issues.

* Don't get overwhelmed with global issues. Deal
with local issues that you can do something about.

*** Remember, in whatever you do, MAKE EVERY
DAY EARTH DAY!!! The Earth will love you for it.
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"The wild places are where we began.
When they end, so do we."

David Brower
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LEATHERBACKS
It's leatherback turtle season again! We had our first

leatherback nest on Sandy Point, St. Croix on February
15. Weekly surveys by Division and Refuge personnel
are tracking the early season nests. The Earthwatch
assisted project with Peter Dutton and Donna
McDonald as Field Directors under contract with the
Division will start on April 1. Beach patrols for nesting
turtles from 8PM to 5AM will commence then and run
continuo sly until the end of August. People interested in
seeing these ancient mariners (the turtles) can call the
St. Croix Environmental Assoc. at 773-7545.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

REMEMBER THAT EARTHDAY 1S
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