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VI ENDANGERED SPECIES LIST
The Division ofFish and Wildlife, the UVI Cooperative

Extension Service, and various individuals trained or with
an interest in tropical flora and fauna have developed a list
of species which can be considered endangered in the US
Virgin Islands. The list contains 49 species of plants and 28
species or groups of animals. Also included on this list are
town federally listed plants and 8 federally listed animals.

This list is promulgated by the Commissioner ofDPNR
under Act 5665, Section 104(g), the VI Endangered and
Indigenous Species Act of 1990. All species on this list aTe
protected by law and anyone found harassing, injuring,
killing, taking, catching, possessing or attempting to do
the same is subject to a fine of not less than $100 or more
than $10,000 and not more than 60 days in jail.

Permits may be issued for the collection of these species
for scientific or educational purposes and can be applied for
through the Commissioner's office.

VIDEO IN PRODUCTION
The Division ofFish and Wildlife and the V.I. Seagrant

Office (Dana Fagan) are cooperating to produce a video on

plastics in the environm"ent using the leatherback turtle as

an example of a species being seriously affected by plastic

discarded in the ocean. The video will feature V. I. children

asking questions of a local scientist. The video will contain

excellent footage of leatherback turtles on Sandy Pt. and

graphic footage of plastics in the V.I. environment. The

video is being produced in both english and spanish and

will hopefully be completed by late summer 1991.

SEABIRD UPDATE

LEATHERBACK UPDATE

INDIGENOUS AND ENDANGERED
ISPECIES PERMITS

Under the VI Indigenous apd Endangered Species Act
of 1990 numerous activities require a permit. To apply for
a permit a Permit Application Form must be submit-
ted. This form provides all- the neeessary information for
the DPNR to evaluate the need and potential effects of the
proposed activity and the type of permit to be issued. These
forms are available at Division of Fish and Wildlife and
Bureau of Environmental Enforcement offices on St. Croix
and St. Thomas. The following permits can be obtained;

Collector's Permit - This permit is issued for any type
of collecting activity. Collecting offish and marine inverte-
brates for any commercial purPose requires payment of a
fee (10% of the value of the organisms sold to an average
dealer in Miami, Florida). The fee schedule is available at
the above mentioned offices. Exceptions to this are where
the collector is providing bonafide educational or research
opportunities to the public.

Retention/fransit Permit - This permit is issued in
conjunction with a collector's permit if the collected flora or
fauna are to be held in captivity or shipped off-island.

Mangrove Cutting Permit - This permit is issued for
the cutting or pruning of any of the three species of
mangroves 9ccu~ng in the US Virgin Is.land"s. These in-
clude the Red, Black and White mangrove.

All permit aplications will be reviewed by the Division
ofFish and Wildlife and will b.e either issued or denied by
the Commissioner within 30 days of receipt by DPNR. All
fees are to be paid at the Bureau of Environmental En-
forcement.

1990/1991 WHALE SEASON RESULTS

The leatherback turtle (Dermochelys coriacea) has been
on this planet for approximately 150 million years with

I little change. These turtles commonly reach total lengths
of close to eight feet and the males have been found
weighing over 2000 pounds. They are in a different family
from the other sea turtles and do not have a hard carapace
(shell). These turtles nest every two years in the tropics
and spend the rest of their time in the north Atlantic. The
leatherbacks that nest on Sandy Pt., St. Croix are the
largest nesting population in the United States.



WHALE REPORTS
The whale season is over but we are still receiving

reports that people have forgotten to turn in. We want
them. The 1990/1991 report is being prepared.

QUOTE
If you wish to be happy for a year,

plant a garden.
If you wish to be happy for a lifetime,

plant a tree.
Anonymous

.(... ~\S1l ~ ~.. This newsletter was funded by the US
I'J Fish and Wildlife Service, Sport Fish and

Wildlife Restoration Acts, the Caribbean
Fishery Management Council and the
Government of the VI.

UPCOMING FISHERIES PROJECTS
Several fisheries related projects will be conducted this

summer in the Virgin Islands in cooperation with visiting
researchers. V ariousaspects of the recruitment and settle-
ment of reef fish larvae and post-larvae will be'investi-
gated.

The abundance of post-larval fish(after~etamorphosis
and settlement on the bottom) will be surveyed through-
out the VI. The Division's research vessel "Seahorse" will
be used to assist the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration's Undersea Research Program with the
plankton samples for fish larvae off St. Croix.

Stay tuned for future results!

ST. CROIX TERNS I

The Least Tern has returned to St. Croix. This seabird
is among the smallest tern (the other tern on St. Croix, the
lloynl T~m, is among th~ larg~st) and is rart.ly s~~n on Ct.
Croix outside of its May to .L\.ugust nesting season. There
are no recent reports of this species nesting on any of the
northern USVI.

The birds lay their eggs on vegetation-free areas of
hard-packed beaches or on the dry, exposed mud of dried-
up salt ponds. They prefer these open areas because
mongoose do not like to go into open areas. The birds do not
build nests, laying their eggs in a little hole ("scrape")
made by the bird. They lay one to three eggs, but most i

commonly two. One of the brooding pair incubates the eggs
while the other feeds on baitfish in nearshore areas. The
birds incubate the eggs to keep them cool. Exposure to the
hot Carribean sun can kill a chick in the egg or newly
hatched chick in as little as 20 minutes. Because of this it
is important not to disturb the nesting birds. It is also
unpleasant to disturb the birds because they vigorously
defend the nest by flying at the intruder's head and trying
to defecate on the intruder (divebomber defense).

These birds are protected Under the Territorial Indige-
nous and Endangered Species Act of 1990. Disturbing the
nesting colonies is illegal under this act.
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TERN EGG POACHING
An unknown number of Roseate tern eggs, perhaps in

the hundreds, were recently taken from a nesting colony
on Kalkun Cay off St. Thomas. Since 1987 the Roseate
terns nesting in the Caribbean have been listed as feder-
ally threatened (endangered in the NE U.S.). The U.S. and
B.V.I. are considered the stronghold for the Caribbean
population of this tern, which is on the decline.

Although prohibited by both U.S.V.I. and federal law,
the collection of seabird eggs for the purpose of personal
consumption and sale has been a V.I. tradition. Unfortu-
nately, this activity is most likely the primary factor
leading to the decline of the Roseate (and other tern)

I populations in the Caribbean.
We are asking the public to help protect the nesting

colonies of all seabirds by reporting any colony disturbance
tn t,h~ niv1~inn nfFi."h Ann Wilrllifp (77fi-n7f\?: nr 77?:-1 9fifi)
or the Bureau of Environmental Enforcement (174-3320 or
773-3450).


