
On the attack
This week’s Athlete of the Week 
is Richard Bortoli, the leading 
scorer for the Lake Wales High 
boys lacrosse team.
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Settlement reached
A lawsuit involving the former 
manager of the Ritz Theatre 
and the Florida Attorney Gen-
eral has been settled.
PG 8 By ANITA TODD

Contributing Writer

Polk State trio added to 
elite men’s chorus

PHOTO PROVIDED
Zyan Busby, left, Shawn Klein and Jordan James are excited to perform as members of the Heralds of Harmony

TAP ROOM  | 4

Union Tap Room 

may open by July
By CHARLES A. BAKER III

cbaker@scmginc.com

     WINTER HAVEN – When the old 
Social Security building downtown 
reopens as North Arcade once reno-
vations are complete, one of the busi-
nesses that will open within will be 
unique to Polk County.
     Union Tap Room will feature 40 self 
serve beer and wine taps.
     On April 2, the Winter Haven Plan-
ning Commission unanimously voted 
to recommend that the city commis-
sion approve the plan in the coming 
weeks.
     This will be the first “brick and 
mortar” business venture for Winter 
Haven residents Colin and Meagan 
Wells. Colin Wells said he works for a 
global corporation and that he will be 
resigning soon to try and make it as a 
local business owner.
     Union Tap Room will be located 
in the eastern half of North Arcade, in 
between the Ritz Theatre and El Olivo 

     WINTER HAVEN – Fueled by their 
positive experiences and direction in 
the Polk State College’s music educa-
tion department, two current students 
and one alumnus recently were select-
ed as new members of the Tampa Bay 
Heralds of Harmony — a barbershop 
style chorus currently ranked among 
the nation’s best.
     Current students Jordan James and 
Zyan Busby, along with 2018 grad 
Shawn Klein, each said they are hon-
ored to be a part of the men’s a capella 
chorus. The group has a strong nation-
al brand, has received international ac-
claim and recently placed sixth at the 

Barbershop Harmony Society’s 2018 
International Convention. 
     Being chosen to join the Heralds 
was no small task, either. 
     For six weeks, the trio participat-
ed in a demanding audition process. 
Each week, they progressed through 
the requirements and ultimately were 
selected at the end to be permanent 
members. 
     James, a 2016 McKeel Academy of 
Technology graduate, came to Polk 
State as a theater major, but after ob-
serving the music department at 
length, changed his degree focus to 
vocal performance. 

PHOTO BY CHARLES A. BAKER III
Winter Haven resident Colin Wells talks about 
Union Tap Room, his new business venture, to 
the Winter Haven Planning Commission April 2.

Good Times for a 
good cause
Check out our photos from 
Rockin’ on the River this past 
weekend.
PG 5

Eagles in Harmony 

WE’VE MOVED!
Our New Location Is

6310 Cypress Gardens Blvd. SE
Winter Haven

(863)298-8185
MyHeartToHeartQuilting.com

COME JOIN OUR 
N E W  C L A S S E S

Visit Us Online For 
Details and Schedules

New Classes 
Forming Now!

Open Mon-Sat 9am-4pm

Good morning to:
Nicole Brown

Thanks for reading!
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Not Alone: Isolation to Connection
When: April 10, 2019
Where: Southeastern University - 
Student Activities Center
1000 Longfellow Blvd., Lakeland
Event will feature nationally-recognized author and speaker 
Hakeem Rahim. The mission of the event is to raise aware-
ness about mental health, break stigmas and build support 
through an evening of community education and discussion. 
In addition to the main speaker, there will also be a panel 
discussion that will include SEU community members: Dr. 
Jennifer Angelidis, associate professor of social work; R-Jay 
Barsh, men’s basketball coach; Meghan Wagner, assistant 
professor of biology; and Dr. Paula Whitaker, director of 
counseling, health and wellness. It is free and open to the 
public. For more information or questions, please email Dr. 
Erica Sirrine at ehsirrine@seu.edu.

Medicare 101
When: April 11, 2019 | 10:30 a.m.
Where: FWH & Associates
415 E. Main St., Suite 102, Bartow
Get the information you will need to build a healthy future. 
If you’ll be eligible for Medicare soon, that means you 
have choices to make. It’s natural to have questions and it’s 
important to understand your healthcare options. Join Linda 
Carew for a free informational seminar. Other classes will 
take place April 25, May 9 and May 23. Call (863) 537-6686 
for more information.

Pulitzer Prize winner Jack Davis
When: April 11, 2019 | 6 p.m.
Where: Lake Wales Public Library
290 Cypress Gardens Ln., Lake Wales
Award winning author, Jack Davis, will discuss his book 
“The Gulf: The Making of an American Sea” and the history 
of the Gulf of Mexico. Free event, held in the Schoenoff 
Meeting Room.

“Tuesdays with Morrie”
When: April 11-April 28 | Various times
Where: Theatre Winter Haven
210 Cypress Gardens Blvd. SW, Winter Haven
Co-produced by Alan Jay Automotive Network and the 
Cypress Gardens Lions Club, “Tuesdays with Morrie” is the 
autobiographical story of Mitch Albom, an accomplished 
journalist driven solely by his career, and Morrie Schwartz, 
his former college professor. Sixteen years after graduation, 
Mitch happens to catch Morrie’s appearance on a television 
news program and learns that his old professor is battling 
Lou Gehrig’s Disease. Mitch is reunited with Morrie, and 
what starts as a simple visit turns into a weekly pilgrimage 
and a last class in the meaning of life. More information at 
theatrewinterhaven.com. 

2019 Walk for Animals
When: April 13, 2019 | 8 a.m.
Where: Lake Mirror Promenade
121 S. Lake Ave., Lakeland
Registration is $35 and includes a limited edition t-shirt, 
Bow Wow Breakfast, and entry into all the canine demon-
strations and contests, which include prize baskets. Walkers 
can enjoy main stage entertainment and demonstrations. 
The dog-friendly, family-fun event includes a bounce house, 
face painting, food, and specialty vendors. Walkers are en-
couraged to raise money to help homeless pets and compete 
for prizes and awards. Funds raised help SPCA Florida care 
for more than 7,000 homeless dogs and cats every year.

Digital Photography: You Can Take Pictures with Any-
thing
When: April 13, 2019 | 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Where: Lake Wales Public Library
290 Cypress Gardens Ln., Lake Wales
Do you have an interest in photography — or would you just 
like your cellphone pictures to capture more than a blurry 
image? The Lake Wales Public Library’s Lifelong Learning 
Series will present “Digital Photography: Take Better Pic-
tures with Anything.” Instructor and professional photogra-
pher, Beatrice, will lead students through adjusting camera 
or cell phone camera’s exposure, lighting and cool tempera-
ture, comparing cameras and devices along with hands-on 
photographing. A light lunch will be served.

VFW Open House
When: April 13, 2019 | 1 p.m.
Where: VFW Post 4289
2441 Seventh St. SW, Winter Haven
Veterans of Foreign War (VFW) Post 4289 is hosting an 
open house April 13 and all are invited. The event will 
feature activities for young and old, along with music from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m.

Pollinating with Words Poetry Fest
When: April 13, 2019 | 3 - 6 p.m.
Where: Bok Tower Gardens
1151 Tower Blvd., Lake Wales
Join accomplished poets William Maxwell and Sean Sexton 
and aspiring poets as they share their words and insights. $7 
for members, $14 for non-members. BokTowerGardens.org 
for more information.

Lurking Down the Bunny Trail
When: April 13, 2019 | 6 p.m.
Where: Ramon Theater
15 E. Wall St., Frostproof
A murder mystery dinner. Figure out who murdered bunny 

breeder Barney Benson during his busiest time of the year. 
$40 per ticket — advanced reservations and more informa-
tion can be found at RamonTheater.com.

“Toys in the Attic”
When: April 16, 2019 | 12:15 p.m. - 1 p.m.
Where: Polk County History Center
100 E. Main St., Bartow
Part of the Polk County History Center’s “Out of the Ar-
chives” Speaker Series. “Toys in the Attic,” is put together 
by Maria Trippe, curator of collections and exhibitions at 
the Polk County History Center. Have you ever wondered 
what kinds of artifacts are kept in the archives of a historical 
museum? Attend this new series to discover the hidden trea-
sures of the Polk County History Center. Trippe will present 
the evolution of toys from the History Center’s archive col-
lection. Some of the artifacts she will present include games, 
dolls and dollhouses.

Tribute Tuesday: The Beatles
When: April 16, 2019 | 5 p.m., 8 p.m.
Where: Theatre Winter Haven
210 Cypress Gardens Blvd. SW, Winter Haven
Theatre Winter Haven’s Tuesday Tribute Series continues 
with a tribute to The Beatles. Tickets are $30 in advance, $32 
at the door. More information at theatrewinterhaven.com.

Titanic at the Movies
When: April 16, 2019 | 6 p.m.
Where: Haines City Public Library
111 N. Sixth St., Haines City
This is the fourth in the five-part series “The 100th Anniver-
sary Titanic Memorial Cruise and Tales of Titanic” by Steve 
Mattis.  His slide presentation will focus on several motion 
pictures commemorating the sinking of the RMS Titanic 
on April 15, 1912 . The event is sponsored by Friends of the 
Haines City Public Library, Inc. 

Bartow Ford Easter Egg Hunt
When: April 20, 2019 | 10 a.m.
Where: Bartow Ford
2800 U.S. Highway 98 N., Bartow
Bartow Ford Company invites the community to join them 
at their dealership for their first-ever Easter Egg Hunt. The 
hunt will begin promptly at 10 a.m. and end at 1pm. Over 
5,000 stuffed eggs – some will include toys, others will 
include candy – will be placed in the designated areas at the 
dealership. Additionally, food vendors will be on hand sell-
ing lunch, snack and beverage options. Children who attend 
will enjoy a balloon artist – and, of course, the Easter Bunny 
will on hand! 

Architectural Tour
When: April 20, 2019 | 11 a.m.
Where: Polk County History Center
100 E. Main St., Bartow
Join us for an architectural tour of the Polk County History 
Center and learn about neoclassical architecture, the con-
struction of the building and the stories behind the iconic 
Old Polk County Courthouse. This month’s tour features 
special emphasis on the beautiful tile floor. The architectural 
tour is at 11 a.m. on the third Saturday of each month.

SEND  EVENTS TO:

polkcalendar@scmginc.com

General Manager
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COUNTY 

By CATHY PALMER
Contributing Writer

     The proposed $17 million Northeast Polk County Gov-
ernment Center took another baby-step toward reality 
last week when the county commission okayed $108,000 
for preliminary design of the building. 
     The new facility, expected to be about 50,000 square 
feet in size, is going to sit on 10 to 20 acres of land some-
where near the U.S. 17/92 intersection with U.S. 27, ac-
cording to Deputy County Manager Bill Beasley, and 
landowners have until April 15 to submit parcels for the 
county to consider before the county board chooses its 
exact location. 
     By next week, the county expects to have those prop-
erty submittals in hand and, shortly after,  Straughn Trout 
Architects of Lakeland will come up with three conceptu-
al designs for the new facility.
     The new building will provide offices for county ser-
vices such as building and utility permits which now are 
only available in Bartow or at the existing Gil Jones Cen-
ter in Winter Haven, officials said. Right now, about 60 
workers occupy the Jones Center space.
     County Real Estate Manager Wade Allen explained 
earlier that the county’s lease on that facility expires next 
year, but he expects the board to extend that commitment 
for several more years while the new center is under con-
struction. 
     The county board also expects the new center will pro-

County commission okays preliminary design funds for 
Northeast Government Center

vide space for the Property Appraiser, the Elections office 
and some additional court facilities.  County Manager Jim 
Freeman said the current plans do not provide space for 
the county Tax Collector’s Office, but added, “it depends 
on what property is selected.”
     Last fall, the county board approved a 10-year, $150 
million tax increase to pay for the new government cen-
ter, build two more parks, hire more firefighters and build 
new fire stations. 
     The architects will have about 15 weeks to come up 
with three plans from which the county board will select 
one to move into the final design process. The money ap-
proved so far is only for the initial concepts, not detailed 
architectural plans. 
     Also last week, the county commission okayed spend-
ing $770,000 for upgrades and integration of outdated 
computer systems.  Freeman explained to the board that 
the county’s information technology is old and utilizes 
various platforms that “don’t talk to each other” leaving 
gaps in effective data exchanges.
     Freeman said the software issues were in the county’s 
utility services departments and involved billing, mainte-
nance and performance monitoring. 
     The outgoing county manager, who started his career 
with the county in its IT offices, said, “This is a positive 
thing and since there is so much growth in these services, 
and this is such a large utility, we want to get this right.” 
     “This is a vitally important system,” said Commissioner 

John Hall, “and this will help us move from reactive to 
proactive.”
     Freeman added the utility’s master plans called for 
expanded services and the county has already invested 
substantially in providing increased capacity.
     In other business, the county board also approved an 
$809,124 expenditure to Tri-Sure Corp.,  for Phase I im-
provements to the reclaimed water mains at the county’s 
County Road 547 system; and $1.7 million to Garney 
Companies, Inc., for Phase I reclaimed water main im-
provements along Ernie Caldwell Boulevard.  Both con-
tracts are for 210 days. 
     Also last week, the board okayed a $140,000 contract 
with the Peace River Center for Personal Development 
for follow-up care coordination services for clients who 
have been referred by the Crisis Stabilization Unit or the 
Crisis Response Team. The treatment and follow-up care 
program is expected to provide clients with additional 
services to avoid readmission or additional crisis inter-
vention. 
     The contract, recommended by the county’s health ser-
vices oversight committee, is expected to provide services 
to about 450 clients over the life of the two-year contract.  
      Commission Chairman George Lindsey asked Free-
man to see that the board had an update on the contract 
after six months to determine its effectiveness.

TrustcoBank.com

A warm welcome
home for your
finances. 

Discover more at your local branch, visit us online at 
TrustcoBank.com

Home Town Free Checking puts 
your financial goals first.
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Restaurant, and is being developed by Six/Ten LLC staff. 
Six/Ten President Kerry Wilson said the building may be 
open by summer, possibly by July. 
     Wilson said the building is mostly rented out already, 
but added there is still room for a new restaurant. Six/Ten 
staff are currently in negotiation with possible restaurant 
owners, but no deals have been made.
     Wells told the planning commission that Union Tap 
Room customers would present an ID, start a tab with 
a credit card and be given a bracelet. Customers would 
then “swipe” their bracelet on an iPad attached to each 
of the 40 taps and then a computer would measure the 
amount of beer poured and charge the credit card ac-
cordingly.
     After 32 ounces, the computer would block any future 

sales and a staff person would have to determine if the 
customer could handle more before activating the brace-
let again.
     Wells said there would be four wine taps, two domes-
tic beer taps and the 34 other taps would dispense craft 
beers.
     Based on the floor plan submitted, Union Tap Room 
would feature multiple couches, comfy chairs and more 
than a dozen tables with chairs. An outdoor atrium 
would be open in the back.
     The North Arcade, once built, will feature a 22-foot 
high, 12-foot wide walk through with skylights that will 
open a pedestrian path from the parking garage to Cen-
tral Avenue. The tap room would be on the east side of 
the building and other vendors would be on the west side 
of the walk through.
     “There is nothing quite like it in all of Polk County,” 

     “Polk State opened my eyes to the opportunities I 
could have as a vocalist,” James said. “I am concen-
trating on developing my voice in classes and with 
the Heralds of Harmony.”
     The young men gave credit to the faculty, particu-
larly Michelle Manzi.  The trio agreed that the staff is 
an integral part of what make Polk State’s music pro-
gram comparable to those of top four-year university 
music departments.
    “This is the most demanding, but also the most 
rewarding, program I’ve been in,” James said.
     Busby, a 2016 Lake Wales High School gradu-
ate, is working toward his Associate of Arts degree 
in Liberal Arts and plans to transfer to Jacksonville 
University and finish his studies in Music Business. 
     “I tend to gravitate toward pop music and would 
eventually like to work in a studio with sound engi-
neering or singing,” Busby explained.
     Klein, who graduated from Polk State last semester, 

said the college’s music program is the most profes-
sional environment he has been exposed to. To con-
tinue his college music career, Klein has auditioned 
for music programs at Stetson University, Jackson-
ville University and Florida Gulf Coast University.
     “Here at Polk State, there are a lot of opportunities 
to interact with the campus ... plus a lot of avenues 
for performing opportunities,” Klein said. 
     Klein added that past Polk State President Eileen 
Holden, and current President Angela M. Garcia 
Falconetti, have each shown quite a bit of attention 
to the music department and that, in his opinion, it 
makes a difference. 
     “The quality of our professors here is what I en-
joy most about the program,” Busby said. “They have 
taught at the university level and have experience in 
the field. We are getting the exact same quality – if 
not better quality – lessons as anywhere else.”

     The 60-member Tampa Bay Heralds of Harmo-
ny Chorus has been together for more than 70 years, 
performing a capella and in the traditional barber-
shop styling. The Tampa Chapter is part of the Bar-
bershop Harmony Society. The Heralds of Harmony 
practice weekly for an intense three-hour session. 
     Their next performance is in Salt Lake City in 
July. For more information on the Heralds of Har-
mony, visit their website at heraldsofharmony.
g3.groupanizer.com. 
     Join the trio and other members of the Polk State 
College music department for their “Rock Concert” 
on April 27 at 7 p.m. in the college’s Fine Arts The-
ater. The concert will feature small vocal ensembles 
with accompanying band members. 
     For more information on the concert and the Polk 
State College Music Program, visit https://www.polk.
edu/music/. 

Wells said. “We will be the first, the cutting edge.”
     No food will be served. Wells said customers will be 
able to have food delivered.
     “We want to support the restaurants downtown,” Wells 
said.
     The planning commission also unanimously approved 
a plan to build approximately 37 more homes in Winter 
Haven off MLK Boulevard, in between Lake Buckeye and 
Lake Fannie, west of the bend at Country Club Road. The 
subdivision, if approved later by the city commission, 
would be called Willowbrook.
     One of the concept drawings attached to this subdivi-
sion proposal showed that the developer may have future 
plans to build homes around Willowbrook Golf Course 
and build a road between MLK Boulevard and Lucerne 
Park Road.

By CHARLES A. BAKER III
cbaker@scmginc.com

     LAKE WALES – Around 50 years ago, a young girl 
with cerebral palsy was at Lake Aurora Christian Camp 
in Lake Wales to watch her brother get baptized. 
     The girl had so much fun that, when she died, her 
family gave the camp a memorial gift.
     At that moment, Lake Wales resident and former 
camp director Bill Redmon realized he rarely got thank 
you notes from disabled guests. Helping people with 
disabilities to enjoy the camp — and life — as much as 
anybody else became his “end of life project.” Redmond 
began dreaming up ways to help make life more inclu-
sive for people with disabilities, but he knew building 
asphalt paths through the camp forest would not be 
enough to make a difference.     
      That is when the Removing the Barriers Initiative was 
born, a non-profit board that focuses on working with 
people with disabilities. 
     This past Saturday, the Initiative hosted its Big Ka-
huna Challenge. It is an event that pits 10-person teams 
piloting large, wheelchair accessible canoes against one 
another in a boat race to raise money. 

     Sponsored by Lake Wales Medical Group, the event 
took place on the Lake Caloosa on the campus of Web-
ber International University in Babson Park. The pro-
ceeds benefited the Initiative, as well as one of its biggest 
projects: Stirring Waters.
     Stirring Waters is a grand idea in scale: the largest 
water park for the disabled on the planet. Once built, 
the $12 million-plus project will feature a football-
field-sized water slide, a lazy river, housing on site and 
changing rooms designed for those who are wheel-
chair-bound. 
     Another of the Initiative’s main projects is provid-
ing wheelchair-accessible golf carts at various events, so 
wheelchair-bound people can enjoy events such as the 
Rockin on the River autism fundraiser concert this past 
weekend east Polk.
     When Redmon retired as camp director in 2006, it 
was a retirement in name only.  He kept doing all this 
volunteer work. This year Redmon turns 79 and he said 
he has been praying for a new generation of leaders to 
come forward and keep his effort through the Initiative 
ongoing.
     As he grows older, the hours required have taken their 
toll. Bill and his wife, Wendy Redmon, woke up at 6:30 

a.m. Saturday, April 6 to prepare for the Big Kahuna 
Challenge at Webber International University. They did 
not make it home until well after 10 p.m., after a long 
day that included volunteering at Rockin’ on the River.
     “I’ll be 79 this year,” Redmon said. “I don’t want to be 
doing this when I’m 80. I need to find younger people so 
I can turn it over to them. I’m looking for that person.”
     Some help has come already, though. Redmon said 
many have given financial commitments toward Stir-
ring Waters and that students at Florida Polytechnic 
University have been helping to design the facility. The 
Veterans Administration is talking with the Removing 
the Barriers board in support, as there are plenty of dis-
abled veterans who might benefit.
     The Removing the Barriers board also started a sec-
ond Christian camp specializing in serving the disabled 
located in the panhandle.
     For those who want to get involved in the efforts of 
Removing the Barriers, there are numerous events year-
round that can be sponsored. Those who would like to 
participate in one of these events, or simply want to do-
nate time or money, are encouraged to check out https://
stirringh2o.com/.

Removing the Barriers Initiative carries forward with grand goals
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THE BEST TEAM

F L O R I D A

     People from near and far converged on the FFA Leadership Training Center, along 
the southeast shore of Lake Pierce in east Polk April 5-6 for the Fifth Annual Rockin’ 
on the River event.
     The event is the product of John Straughn’s wish to bring attention to those on the 
autism spectrum, along with other special needs, by way of bringing people together 
for music and fun.
     The event has been going since 2015 and this year the event moved to a new lo-
cation.
     Proceeds from the event were donated to Victory Ridge Academy, Side Street Art 
Beat, Circle of Friends, the Central Florida Autism Institute, Special Olympics of 
Polk County and more.
     This past weekend’s festivities included performances by The Nathan Baldwin 
Band and Darryl Worley.

— PHOTOS BY BILL SIEGEL

Rockin’ for a good cause along the shore of Lake Pierce

A crowd of attendees gather under one of the pavilions at Rockin’ on the River April 6.

Seen here with Cathy Rayburn, Dr. Jerry Ray-
burn sports a Rockin’ on the River hat.

Donnie and Julie Jordan brought their two dogs — Bear and Bailey — out to 
enjoy the event.

The Darnley family — Bill, Willow and Breanne — 
take a break from the festivities at Rockin’ on the River 
April 6.

Olivia Kaley, Vickie Cline and Gena Kaley enjoyed the event as a trio.

Cecil Watson and Peggy Donaldson were in 
a festive mood at Rockin’ on the River.

 Joan Christopher, left, Frances Hill and Debbie Johnson had 
a good time at the free event at the FFA Leadership Training 
Center.
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BBQ lovers 10 
and under eat 
for FREE.

Bartow Location Only

595 N. Broadway Ave
Bartow, FL

863.534.1429
www.sonnysbbq.com

 

Notice is hereby given that the City of Bartow is accepting 
applications for the following voluntary advisory board(s): 

 
 

 Citizen’s Advisory Committee 
 Joint Airport Zoning Board (Alternate) 
 Municipal Police Officers’ Retirement Trust Fund Board 
 Zoning Board of Adjustment 

 
 

To obtain an application or board description contact the City Clerk’s 
Office at (863) 534-0100 ext. 1256 or visit the City Clerk section on 

the City’s website: www.cityofbartow.net 

By CHARLES A. BAKER III
cbaker@scmginc.com

  POLK COUNTY – Polk Regional Water Cooperative 
attorney Ed de la Parte filed five eminent domain court 
petitions March 11 seeking to temporarily seize some pri-
vate property in Lakeland for well testing.
     Experts say there is not enough clean, easy to reach 
fresh water in the Upper Floridan Aquifer to meet future 
water needs and that other sources of water must be found. 
County leaders are exploring the feasibility of using salt 
water in the Lower Floridan Aquifer under Polk County 
to meet future needs.
     “Team One” engineers have already built two sets of 
Lower Floridan Aquifer (LFA) wells in between Lake 
Wales and Frostproof along Walk In Water Road, with a 
plan to build around a dozen more along the Lake Wales 
Ridge. 
     A third set of LFA wells has already been built in Lake-
land, just east the Pepperidge Farms plant and south of In-
terstate 4. “Team One” is the group of engineers that won a 
$23 million contract to study future water supply options.
     Testing of the LFA wells near Frostproof for water qual-
ity is nearly complete. Starting in June, the PRWC board 
wants to start testing the quality of LFA water under Lake-

PRWC lawyer files 5 eminent domain petitions
land. To do so, they applied for, and were approved for, 
a Southwest Florida Water Management District permit 
to pump 15.4 million gallons of saltwater under Lakeland.
     Because it would not be legal to dump so much much 
salt water on to the ground, PRWC staff applied to dilute 
this salt water with some normal well water and then let 
the 20 or so million gallons flow from the test site to Lake 
Parker, a distance of around two miles.
     PRWC staff sent requests to around a dozen land own-
ers in between the test site and Lake Parker seeking tem-
porary use of the land to create a stream so the test water 
could flow into Lake Parker. Five did not respond and be-
came parties in eminent domain petitions. Four are cur-
rently negotiating settlements and another four landown-
ers are in early negotiations, PRWC staff said. 
     Judge Steven Selph will preside over the eminent do-
main petitions beginning May 21.
     Also discussed by the PRWC board March 20 was the 
water quality from the salt water under the Lake Wales 
Ridge.
     A Team One engineer told the PRWC board that re-
verse osmosis will get 75 to 80 percent of the total dis-
solved solids and sulfate out of the salt water pumped out 
of the LFA under the Lake Wales Ridge. The reverse osmo-

sis equipment is currently estimated to cost $320 million. 
The Team One engineer said it would cost more to build 
additional treatment infrastructure to make that water 
clean enough to drink. The estimated cost of a desalina-
tion plant in Lakeland is $166 million.
     In addition, the PRWC board wants to spend $120 
million recharging the aquifer around Peace Creek, and to 
build a summer stormwater reservoir at a cost of around 
$150 million. All four projects are estimated to provide 
around 60 million gallons per day of additional water sup-
ply.
     That is double the 30 million gallons of additional wa-
ter per day that Team One engineers have said the county 
needs by 2040. On March 20, one Team One engineer at-
tempted to lobby the board not to cancel any of the four 
projects, suggesting that by 2068 an additional 162 million 
gallons per day will be needed. 
     At the onset of the PRWC meeting March 20, two Team 
One spokespeople said conservation efforts could solve 
the potential water shortage if the public took advantage 
of conservation programs to replace old shower heads, 
toilets and irrigation systems.
   Check out http://www.prwcwater.org/conservation/re-
bates-and-incentives for more information about how you 
can help save water. 

By CHARLES A. BAKER III
cbaker@scmginc.com

     LAKE WALES – Citrus Connection Director of External 
Affairs Erin Killebrew will soon be giving elected officials 
in Haines City, Dundee and Lake Hamilton a similar pre-
sentation to the one she gave in Lake Wales March 3.
     Over the last few months, members of the Ridge League 
of Cities lobbied Citrus Connection staff and the Polk 
County Commission for a bus route along U.S. 27. Kille-
brew said that in February during the annual board retreat 
at Circle B Reserve, Polk County Commissioners agreed to 
pay 80 percent of the $366,000 cost for the first year with 
the four cities mentioned paying the remaining 20 percent.
     Killebrew said that the federal government has a history 
of paying 50 percent of mass transit costs for local govern-
ments, but because this bus route is being added somewhat 
suddenly, federal money is not applicable for the first year 
of service. Killebrew said Citrus Connection staff would 
apply to have this route subsequently subsidized with fed-
eral taxpayer dollars.
     The “fair share” for Lake Wales residents starting Octo-
ber 1 will be $25,130. If the federal government subsidizes 

Municipalities to help shoulder costs of U.S. 27 bus route
the route extension, that number may go down in subse-
quent years. Lake Wales has the highest share due to the 
amount of miles traveled, not ridership numbers.
     Haines City residents are being asked to pay $13,527 
in the first year; Dundee residents will be on the hook for 
$9,578 and Lake Hamilton residents are being asked to pay 
$11,036 for the first year of service.
     Currently there is a U.S. 27 bus route from the  South 
County Jail in Frostproof, through Lake Wales and Eagle 
Ridge Mall to the Dundee police station. There is currently 
no service in Lake Hamilton. The new line will run from 
the Health Department building on State Road 60 in Lake 
Wales up through Posner Park. near the intersection of In-
terstate 4 and U.S. 27. 
     The Frostproof City Council has repeatedly voted not to 
approve any local funding for mass transit and will not be 
included in the new service.
     Stops and route times have not been set because first 
Citrus Connection staff 
have to make sure elect-
ed officials in these Ridge 
communities approve of 
the plan and budget money 

toward it.
     Killebrew said that if the U.S. 27 Express Bus route is 
opened, it will vastly expand mass transit services for Polk 
County residents.
     “Essentially you would be able to ride the bus from Bar-
tow to Poinciana, to Orlando, and to Daytona,” Killebrew 
said. “You are going to need to pack a lunch, but you can 
get there on our system.”
     Lake Wales City Manager Ken Fields and Mayor Eugene 
Fultz both expressed support of the plan.
     “This is only going to help our residents who don’t have 
cars at the moment,” Fields said. “This is a small price to 
pay to really open up an opportunity that didn’t exist be-
fore.”
     The addition of this line, if approved by vote possibly 
around summer time, would mean Lake Wales residents 
would be paying around $90,000 per year for mass transit 
in 2020.
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     HAINES CITY – It’s of-
ficial — the Northeast Polk 
Chamber of Commerce is 
the new moniker for what 
was formerly known as the 
Haines City Area Chamber 
of Commerce.
     On March 21, the new 
logo was unveiled and the 
finalization of the change an-
nounced during the Cham-
ber’s monthly breakfast. 
     According to Chamber of-
ficials, the change was made 
in an effort to include the 
significant number of new 
businesses along U.S. 27, 
traveling north from Haines 
City into Davenport. 
     “The corridor is grow-
ing like crazy. Labeling the 
Chamber as Haines City’s 
put us into a box,” said Lana 
Stripling, the Chamber’s Ex-
ecutive Director. “Chang-
ing the name and including 
those businesses gives every-
one more of an opportunity 
to work together and net-
work.”
     And, according to Karen 
Tiner, immediate past pres-
ident and current treasurer, 
— as well as the co-owner of 
Ameriprise Financial — with 
the growth, the city limit 
lines have become a blur.

Officials hope rebranding will boost 
Northeast Polk 

Chamber of Commerce
     “Because of 
all of the an-
nexation that 
is going on, 
there’s really no 
borderline be-
tween Haines 
City and Dav-
enport,” Tiner said. “This 
name change will take away 
the borders even more.”
     Tiner said that part of the 
goal is to make new busi-
nesses feel welcome and like 
they belong too.
     Currently, the Northeast 
Polk Chamber has approx-
imately 330 members with 
new businesses joining fre-
quently.
      “March was our biggest 
month for new-member 
enrollment. I really have to 
think that the number of 
(additions) was due to the 
name change,” Tiner said. 
     Stripling said that the cit-
ies of Haines City and Dav-
enport have a good working 
relationship. She said that 
Davenport has always been a 
member of the Chamber and 
that, with this change, they 
have committed to continue 
to partner with them.
     The social media sites 
— including the website —  
have been updated to reflect 
the change. 
     Now, when typing in 

HainesCityChamber.com, 
visitors will automatically be 
redirected to NortheastPolk-
Chamber.com.
     “Most everything else 
stays the same,” Stripling 
said, adding that the office 
will remain at its current 
location and the telephone 
number the same.
     For the past 10 years or 
so, the Chamber has worked 
at finding the right name 
for itself. Originally named 
the Haines City Chamber 
of Commerce, the name 
changed in 2009 to North-
east Polk-Haines City Cham-
ber of Commerce.
     Then, in 2015, it was 
changed to the Haines City 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce.
     Officials think they have it 
right this time around.
     For more information 
about all the Northeast Polk 
Chamber has to offer, vis-
it them at 35610 U.S. 27 in 
Haines City, as well as by 
phone at (863) 422-3751 or 
the website at www.north-
eastpolkchamber.com.

By STEVEN RYZEWSKI
sryzewski@scmginc.com

     POLK COUNTY — Voters 
in Polk had their say April 2 in 
local elections spanning eight 
municipalities.
    In easily the evening’s clos-
est result, Seat 1 of the Haines 
City Commission was unof-
ficially decided by all of two-
votes. Jayne Hall had 682 votes 
to Don Mason’s 680 votes. 
     In Davenport, incumbent 
Mayor H.B. “Rob” Robinson 
III earned more than twice as 
many votes (531) as that of 
challenger Darlene Bradley 
(230 votes). In the election 
for City Commission Seat 3, 
Bobby Lynch comfortably re-
ceived well over 50 percent of 

Polk voters cast ballots
the vote — Lynch’s 463 votes 
eclipsed Headley Oliver’s 
161 votes and John Lepley’s 
126 votes. Finally, a charter 
amendment to transition 
the city’s mayoral role to one 
elected by the city commission 
was shot down with 577 votes 
against and 172 votes in favor.
     Seat 5 on the Fort Meade 
City Commission was up for 
grabs, with Samuel Berrien’s 
433 votes (52.29 percent) top-
ping James M. Parker’s 395 
votes (47.71 percent).
     Seat 1 on the Frostproof 
City Commission was on the 
line Tuesday, with Michael B. 
Hutto comfortably earning a 
victory (220 votes, 73.83 per-
cent) against Michael “Mike” 
Woodley (78 votes, 26.17 per-

cent).
     Lake Alfred voters were giv-
en two votes to use between 
four candidates as the city 
elected Seats 1 and 2 of its city 
commission. Brent Eden (398 
votes) and Albertus Maultsby 
(355 votes) were the top two 
vote earners, ahead of Edwin 
Van Smith (333 votes) and C. 
Diane Pereira (258 votes).
     Finally, in Polk City, vot-
ers narrowly said yes to a 
charter amendment creating 
four commission districts, 
designating an at-large com-
mission, establishing initial 
boundaries and creating a 
process to change boundaries. 
The narrow margin saw 172 
votes cast in favor and 161 cast 
against.
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By CHARLES A. BAKER III
cbaker@scmginc.com

     WINTER HAVEN – After years of allegations of fraud 
and mismanagement at the Ritz Theatre, former Ritz 
Theatre manager Stella Heath recently reached a settle-
ment with Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody.
     The settlement, announced within the past two weeks 
and finalized April 8, marked the end of a long and often 
controversial road.
     Starting sometime around 2014, the Ritz Theatre 
stopped making enough money to cover its $7,000 per 
month mortgage, as well as to make insurance and utility 
payments and to regularly pay Heath’s salary. 
     Court documents state Heath would use personal 
money to pay the theater mortgage and utilities while she 
was still in her role managing the facility. In January 2017, 
the former Ritz board and Heath signed a $250,000 lien 
stating that if the Ritz went out of business, that amount 
of money would have to be taken from the proceeds of a 
sale to pay Heath.
     Shortly after, a group of people calling themselves “The 
Friends of the Ritz” alleged this lien was criminal, and 
asked State Attorney Brian Haas to investigate. After a 
yearlong investigation, Haas concluded the lien was le-
gal, but had questions about how much money was owed, 
stating in court documents that paperwork documenting 
the debt was incomplete. 
     Haas referred the case to then-Florida Attorney Gen-

Florida Attorney General’s office settles Ritz Theatre case
eral Pam Bondi for further investigation.
     Around a year ago, Bondi’s staff asked a local judge to 
forcibly remove the former Ritz board, block the private 
sale of the Ritz, contest the lien and appoint a third par-
ty to take over operations. After this, Heath resigned and 
filed a countersuit against the attorney general, alleging 
she was owed money.
     According to her attorney, Benjamin Webster, of the 
Morgan & Morgan law firm, Heath settled with current 
Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody, sworn-in this 
past January, for more than half of the $250,000 she be-
lieves she is owed.
     “Anything the (Florida) Attorney General’s Office, or 
anyone else, claimed about potential wrongdoing or a 
fraudulent lien was completely unfounded — simply not 
true,” Webster said. 
     Part of the settlement was a joint statement, which read 
in part, “This settlement resolves the claims by Heath for 
compensation and other money owed, and any claims or 
issues raised by the attorney general relating to Heath.”
     However, in a press statement released March 29, the 
attorney general’s office repeated past allegations and 
claims.
     “Sufficient concerns were raised to warrant a referral to 
the attorney general,” the statement read. “The Attorney 
General’s Office then pursued action to impede the finan-
cial repercussions and get the Ritz back on track.”
     Webster responded to the statement.
     “The AG’s press release ‘declaring a win’ is befuddling,” 

Webster said. “They tried to eliminate any chance of Ms. 
Heath receiving the money she is owed. ... These issues 
could have been resolved without (the attorney general’s) 
involvement. It’s still difficult to understand why taxpayer 
money was spent on this.”
     According to retired Judge Charles Davis, who was 
appointed as the third party “receiver” at the Ritz, the set-
tlement was the last major hurdle to having a new board 
installed to take over operations at the theater.
     Davis said that he will be submitting a list of financial 
donors to the theater for court approval. These people, 
who have yet to be publicly named, will then select the 
new board. Davis said he may be submitting this list and 
a final report to the judge any day now.
     The exact amount of money Heath received is un-
known, as the settlement agreement has not been public-
ly posted in online court documents. Webster said he and 
his legal team would have happily waited and continued 
to try to get Heath the full $250,000 she sued for, but that 
Heath instructed Webster to settle the case.
     “Stella very much wants to see the Ritz achieve success 
and serve the community in the future, and always want-
ed to see the Ritz succeed,” Webster said. “Her claim was 
big enough that if she had gone forward, it would have 
caused additional complications for the Ritz, and that was 
not her goal. She was paid a significant portion of what 
she was owed and that was acceptable to her.”
     Staff with an insurance company representing the Ritz 
agreed to make the payment.

     WINTER HAVEN – 
City staff were given the 
opportunity to “dress 
down” and participate in 
the annual “Clean it Up 
Winter Haven” the morn-
ing of April 10.
     Staff and other volun-
teers met at the Winter 
Haven Recreation and 
Culture Center at 8 a.m. 
and cleaned up trash 
around the city until 
around 11 a.m., before re-
turning to the recreation 
center for lunch and door 
prizes from Keep Winter 
Haven Clean and Beauti-
ful supporters.
     Winter Haven Assis-
tant to the City Manager 
Donna Sheehan said that 
last year city staff and 
supporters collected 1.4 
tons of garbage, 100 tires, 
six mattresses, a shopping 
cart and six office chairs.
     If you missed the event 
but would still like to help 
keep the city clean, the 

PHOTO BY CHARLES A. BAKER III
Project EAGLE organizer Tracy Mercer spoke to the Winter Hav-
en City Commission March 25. 

City staff, Project EAGLE volunteers 
make efforts to ‘Clean it Up’

By CHARLES A. BAKER III
cbaker@scmginc.com

annual Project EAGLE 
event takes place April 
27. On March 25, project 
coordinator Tracy Mer-
cer told the Winter Haven 
City Commission that last 
year volunteers disposed 
of three tons — or 6,000 
pounds — of litter includ-
ing a dishwasher, sevearl 
shopping carts and nu-
merous tires. 
     Sheehan said city staff 
collected around 2,000 

pounds of garbage and 32 
tires during Project EA-
GLE.
     Those interested in 
participating in Project 
EAGLE are encouraged 
to arrive at Lake Shipp 
Park around 8 a.m. April 
27. Those with boats are 
encouraged to utilize 
them. Project EAGLE vol-
unteers primarily focus 
on picking trash off lake 
shores.

WINTER HAVEN

Now Open!
Ba-Dah Bling
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Saturday
April 13, 2019

6:00 PM (doors open at 5:30 pm)

at the Ramon Theater
15 East Wall Street in Historic 

Downtown Frostproof, FL

General Admission • Tickets $40 
Order online or call the offi  ce at

863-635-7222 (Tuesday-Friday 11-2)
No Refunds or Exchanges

Advance reservations may be purchased online at 
www.ramontheater.com or at Ramon Theater Offi  ce, 

11 E. Wall Street, Frostproof, FL

Lurking Down 

The Bunny Trail
A Murder Mystery Dinner

     WINTER HAVEN – 
Over the last few months, 
city staff and members of 
the Garden Club of Win-
ter Haven partnered to 
give the Winter Haven 
Library entrance more 
“curb appeal.”
     The fountain at the 
library’s southwest en-
trance was repaired, 
various types of flowers 
were planted and a path 
of hand decorated stones 
was built into the garden. 
      Club members, city 

PHOTO BY CHARLES A. BAKER III
Members and supporters of the Garden Club of Winter Haven pose in front of Winter Haven Library April 2.

Garden Club unveils completed 
work on library entrance

By CHARLES A. BAKER III
cbaker@scmginc.com

commissioners, city staff 
and supporters gathered 
at the library April 2 for a 
ribbon cutting.
     Members of the Garden 
Club of Winter Haven 
said they were inspired by 
the Bok Tower Children’s 
Garden, which has a simi-
lar garden path.
     City staff present ex-
pressed approval at the 
finished product.
     “Talk about curb ap-
peal — I’m really happy 
we have done this,” Win-

ter Haven Mayor Pro Tem 
Nat Birdsong said.
     Each of the 31 stones 
built into the path 
weighed around 80 
pounds, but that did not 
stop the ladies in the gar-
den club from getting the 
volunteer work done.
   “The most beautiful 
things in the community 
are made possible by our 
people,” Greater Winter 
Haven Chamber of Com-
merce President Katie 
Worthington said.

     WINTER HAVEN – A 
proposed 157-unit resi-
dential development off 
Overlook Drive just out-
side Winter Haven city 
limits, near LeadFeather 
Guns and Archery, was 
denied by the Polk Coun-
ty Planning Commission 
March 6. 
     An appeal public hear-
ing is being heard by the 
Polk County Board of 
County Commissioners 
on the afternoon of April 
16.
     In March, a dozen Win-
ter Haven residents drove 
to Bartow to voice oppo-
sition to the plan. Some in 
attendance clapped when 
the planning commission 

Appeal hearing for Overlook 
development set for April 16

By CHARLES A. BAKER III
cbaker@scmginc.com

voted down the initial 
plan. County staff also 
received five opposition 
emails.
     The developer sought a 
special permit to build 24 
apartment units and 133 
homes on 40 acres. Code 
currently allows 120 total 
residential units on the 
property.
     Most of those who ex-
pressed opposition said 
they were not opposed 
to the property being de-
veloped, but instead with 
the density of the project 
plan. Some who live on 
Overlook Drive said it is 
already difficult getting 
in and out of their drive-
ways during times were 

commuters are traveling 
to and from work..
     The March 6 hearing 
lasted nearly two hours. 
     If the county com-
mission votes against the 
planning commission, the 
development plan would 
still need to clear level two 
reviews by county staff. 
     If the county commis-
sion votes as the planning 
commission did, the de-
veloper would have two 
options: return with a 
plan to build less than 120 
units or seek annexation 
from the Winter Haven 
City Commission and 
to then submit the plan 
through the city.
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LAKE WALES

By STEVEN RYZEWSKI
sryzewski@scmginc.com

     LAKE WALES — Victor Dover encountered a recur-
ring theme as he spent most of last week chatting with 
local officials, stakeholders and other residents.
     A founding principal for Dover, Kohl & Partners 
— the town planning firm tasked with putting together 
a plan for Lake Wales Connected, which seeks to re-
invigorate the city’s downtown and surrounding areas 
— Dover found that not only were the people he spoke 
with receptive and thoughtful, they were also quite ea-
ger.
     “Every day this week, in conversations we had, most-
ly what we heard is ‘how fast can we go?’” Dover said, 
moments after wrapping up a work in progress session 
April 5 at the Lake Wales Women’s Club. “I think there’s 
a pent-up demand from years of waiting.”
     Karen Thompson, the executive director for Lake 
Wales Main Street, one of the local groups leading the 
charge for Lake Wales Connected, can relate. Although 
what was presented this past Friday was just a working 
draft, the renderings and larger ideas that Dover and 
his team shared fired up Thompson and most of the 
roughly 80 residents in attendance at the session.
     “(I’m) excited beyond measure,” Thompson said. 
“(Seeing the work in progress) begins to give you a 
sense of ‘oh — this is happening!’”
     As exciting as the subject matter at hand was for 
area residents, it was also an informative evening, as 
Dover and his team not only ran down their ideas for 
the urban design of Lake Wales, but also the principles 
behind those ideas.
     A recurring theme for the Dover, Kohl & Partners 
team was that of a skeleton already in place in Lake 
Wales. Frederick Law Olmsted Jr. and his Olmstead 
Brothers firm designed the landscaping for Bok Tow-
er Gardens, Mountain Lake community and the main 
core of the city. 
     That forethought, coupled with some of the unique 
existing buildings Lake Wales already has to its credit, 
suggest to Dover that the city has a leg up on other lo-
cales who want to create a sense of place.
     “The people who actually drew the layouts of the 
streets, and who thought about the parks and the plan-
ning and the future of this place — they were, at the 
time, the best people at the practice of urban design 
and planning,” Dover said, referencing Olmstead. “I 

PHOTO BY STEVEN RYZEWSKI
This rendering, on display at the work in progress session for Lake 
Wales Connected April 5, depicts one possibility for how the intersec-
tion of Park Ave. and Market St. could be reinvigorated in downtown 
Lake Wales

Work in progress session whets appetite for Lake Wales Connected
think the basic bones and foundation … the kinds of 
things that are already here are all good.”
     In fact, the design team made a point of explaining 
that the Olmstead design philosophy for Lake Wales 
was one that emphasized greenery amidst urbanism.
     “Think about that —the idea of a city in a garden,” 
Dover said to those gathered.
     The rendering of familiar places with a facelift drew 
most of the audible approval from the audience, but 
the Dover team provided additional guiding principles 
that were equally informative: design, connect, activate, 
populate and empower.
     Indeed the second item, design, was a key compo-
nent throughout the talk, as the idea of connectivi-
ty from downtown Lake Wales, to the city northwest 
neighborhood, on up through to Bok Tower Gardens, 
was a central theme.
     The week began with a kickoff, hands-on session 
April 1 and included design and feedback opportuni-
ties throughout the week. Dover not only praised the 
community’s eagerness, but also its robust participa-
tion, suggestion that for a city of Lake Wales’ size he 
would have anticipated half the crowd that turned up 
on both April 1 and 5.
     Thompson, an advocate for reinvigorating the town’s 
core, was pleased with the way the community re-
sponded.
     “The community is ready and engaged,” Thomp-
son said. “To see the flow of people in and out of the 
design studio all week was 
encouraging.”
     As was emphasized sev-
eral times, what was pre-
sented is a working draft. 
The process will continue 
now, and Thompson esti-
mates a six-to-eight week 
process for the final draft 
to be drawn, after which 
city staff, CRA and other 
officials will review them 
and make adjustments.
     A goal is to have a full 
presentation to make to 
the Lake Wales City Com-
mission sometime in the 
fall, after which more sub-

stantial action can be taken.
     So, while the process is still in its beginning stages, 
the excitement and energy that came out of last week’s 
proceedings was tangible.
     “I believe what we have here is the makings of a dra-
matic before and after picture,” Dover said.
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By STEVEN RYZEWSKI
sryzewski@scmginc.com

     It was already debatable whether Bok Tower Gar-
dens, which attracts visitors both domestic and inter-
national, could be considered a best kept secret.
     Even if it was, though, it likely won’t be for long 
— not with the Lake Wales destination among the 20 
botanical gardens nominated in USA Today’s 10Best 
Readers’ Choice contest for Best Botanical Gardens.
     Voting is currently underway in the contest and will 
run through noon on April 22. At that point, the 20 
nominees will be whittled down to a definitive top-10 
list via a public vote.
     For Bok Tower staff, though, simply being included 
in the original list of nominees is a pretty cool bit of rec-
ognition. After all, that list of 20 botanical gardens from 
throughout all of North America was decided upon by 
a panel of experts — including Katy Moss Warner, cur-
rently President Emeritus of the American Horticul-
tural Society (AHS), a national, not-for-profit, mem-
ber-based organization with a bold vision of “making 
America a nation of gardeners, a land of gardens.” 
     “This list is the premiere gardens list in the world, 
basically,” explained Erica Smith, the Director of Mar-
keting and Public Relations for Bok Tower Gardens. “It 
was a huge honor that we were able to join our sister 
gardens on the list.”
     Other botanical gardens nominated for the 10Best 
contest include facilities from larger markets, including 
Washington D.C., San Francisco, Brooklyn, Montreal, 
Dallas and Chicago. And, as Smith noted, not only is 

Bok Tower Gardens nominated as one of 
North America’s best botanical gardens

Bok Tower competing with facilities in much larger 
markets — it is competing with several facilities that 
are just plain larger.
     “One of the things I think about is the fact that 
many (of the nominees) are gigantic gardens and we 
are probably one of the smaller ones listed on that list,” 
Smith said.
     Bok Tower may well be in a smaller market, but it 
clearly has an outsized fan base. As of April 8, Bok Tow-
er Gardens was ranked third out of the 20 nominees in 
online voting. 
     Smith said that in addition to Bok Tower staff getting 
the word out about where and how to vote — support-
ers can vote here: 10best.com/awards/travel/best-bo-
tanical-garden-2019/ — they have been pleasantly 
surprised with other 
community organiza-
tions throughout Polk 
and beyond who are 
also encouraging peo-
ple to get out the vote.
     “I’ve been so thrilled 
seeing other commu-
nity organizations 
sharing —  it’s growing 
beyond just us asking 
people to vote,” Smith 
said. “It’s really grati-
fying to know we have 
other people out in the 
community who want 
us to shine.”

PHOTO BY CHARLES A. BAKER III
Bok Academy 8th graders Sidnie Whitaker and Lily Weaver 
present a check for $140 to the Lake Wales City Commission 
April 3. The girls raised the money as part of a school project 
and requested it be used to purchase athletic equipment at 
Kirkland Gym, a very old gym in Lake Wales which is need 
of multiple renovations, but which is still very popular with 
city youth. 

Bok Academy students 
do their part to pitch in
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homes for sale, cars for
sale and more 
with your
 local newspaper!

52 Weeks for $47.99
26 Weeks for $28.82

Get your subscription today!

863.533.4183

 ADVERTISE 
YOUR 

WEEKLY 
SERVICE 

INFORMATION
12.50/WK

863.804.3279

 

  BARTOW 
 CHURCH OF GOD
1460 East Stuart St
Bartow, FL 33830

863.868.8603
Elwood F. Kern, Pastor

Sunday School, 10:00am
Morning Worship, 11:00am
Sunday Evening, 6:00pm

Wednesday, 7:00pm

Everyone 
Welcome

New Life
BAPTIST CHURCH

• Sunday School 10 am
• Morning Worship 11 am
• Sunday Evening 6 pm

• Wed Evening 7 pm

Pastor Maurice Thompson
624 North Ingraham Ave

Lakeland, FL 33801
863.229.6337

“ALL WELCOME”

*KJV Bible Preaching
*Hymns & Spiritual Songs

LIGHTHOUSE
BAPTIST CHURCH

Independent Baptist
307 ABC Rd, Lake Wales
(3 miles S of SR 60 on US 27)

David  Williams, Pastor
Old-Fashioned Preaching 

& Hymns-KJV Bible
Sunday School, 9:30am

Sunday Morning, 10:30am
Sunday Night, 6:00pm

Wednesday Night, 7:00pm
638-2040

JOIN US
Saturday, June 30th

10:00 am 
BBQ fundraiser 

for Renovation of Church 
            Fellowship Hall.

JOIN US!

•Southern Gospel Music Only
•Sunday School 10:00 am
•Sunday Morning 11:00 am
•Sunday Night 6:00 pm
•Wednesday Night 7:00 pm

1125 Hwy 17 South
Bartow, FL 

33830
863.533.4734

KJV Fundamental Premilennial

Freewill Baptist Church
Pastor, Mike Scorsome

WORSHIP DIRECTORY
discover a place of worship near you

Include your 
place of 
worship 

$12.50/wk
Advertise a

Special Event
$50/wk

863.804.3279 lbelue@scmginc.com

First Baptist Church Bartow
410 East Church St., Bartow FL 33830 

                               863-533-9055

Breakfast 8:45 am; Worship 10:00 am

JOIN US FOR EASTER!
April 21

Join us on April 21 for Easter Sunday!
We will worship together as we celebrate the 

resurrection of our Savior!

7 am - Community-wide Sunrise Service at Mosiac Park

8:45 am - Easter Breakfast at Church (in the Ministry Center)

10:00 am - Easter Worship Service

Holy Cross 
Episcopal Church

201 Kipling Lane
Winter Haven, FL 33884

863-324-4021
holycrosswinterhaven.com

Rev. Deke Miller, Vicar
Sunday Worship

Rite I 8:00 a.m.
Rite II with Music 10:00 a.m.

Children’s Chapel and 
Sunday School

 During 10:00 service
Wednesday Night Dinner

 and Bible Study 6:00 p.m.
Good Friday: 12 noon & 6:30 pm

Easter Services: 8:00am & 10:00 am

     BARTOW – The vote by 
mail system helped earn 
W.H. “Billy” Simpson his 
second term on the Bar-
tow City Commission. 
     In the municipal elec-
tion on April 2, Vice May-
or Simpson earned 48.39 
percent (798 votes) of the 
vote to win Seat 3 over 
challenger Tanya Tuck-
er’s 41.9 percent (691). 
Running for the 27th con-
secutive time for a city 
commission seat, Gerald 
Cochran got 9.7 percent 
(160). 
     Seat 3 was the only one 
with a race in Bartow. 
     On Election Day, Tuck-
er won the vote 209-198 
over Simpson, with Co-
chran getting 25 votes. By 
mail, however, Simpson 
earned a 600-482 victo-
ry over Tucker, with Co-
chran getting 135 votes.
     “The absentees was the 
key to the whole thing,” 
Simpson said following 

W.H. “Billy” Simpson

Mail-in ballots help elevate 
Simpson to re-election

By JEFF ROSLOW
Contributing Writer

the victory. 
     For some time on 
Election Night the tally 
showed Tucker in the lead 
before the absentees were 
being counted. 
     “I was very proud of 
the outcome,” Tucker said. 
“I had a small campaign 
team, not a big budget, 
and it was close.” 
     Thinking of herself as 
the underdog in the rae, 
Tucker said her goal to 
be part of “the voice and 
help the city in any way I 
can,” was accomplished. 
At only 37 years old, the 
fifth-generation Bartow 
native said she will run 
again. 
     “I want to congratu-
late Mr. Simpson on his 
re-election, but Bartow 
hasn’t heard the last of 
me,” she said. 
     Simpson, 77, is a Sum-
merlin Institute 1959 
graduate. He said after-
ward he believes the vot-
ers in Bartow made the 
choice for experience.
     “The premise is a good 
thing for Bartow,” he said.
     Simpson serves as the 
commission’s representa-
tive on the Polk Region-
al Water Cooperative, of 
which Bartow is one of 

the 17 Polk governments. 
Last week he was picked 
by his city colleagues to 
serve another year in that 
capacity. 
  “He added that, with 
as important an issue as 
the water supply, having 
to choose someone new 
would put Bartow at a dis-
advantage. 
    “If we don’t make this 
happen by 2035, then we 
run out of water,” he said. 
  Cochran, who is no 
stranger to running for 
office in Bartow, spent 
Election Day at the Bar-
tow Civic Center parking 
lot, chatting with anyone 
walking by, as he’s done 
in the past. He suggest-
ed that because no one 
received more than 50 
percent of the vote, there 
should be a run off be-
tween the top two. 
     That won’t happen, 
though, and on May 6, 
Simpson will be sworn in 
to his second three-year 
term on the city commis-
sion. Commissioners are 
paid $7,298.
     The turnout in Bartow 
for the municipal election 
include 14.88 percent of 
possible voters in the city.

By SUN STAFF

     POLK COUNTY – 
With temperatures climb-
ing, snowbirds are already 
starting to head north, 
and that means Meals on 
Wheels of Polk County is 
facing its annual problem 
of finding replacement 
volunteers.
     “Every year around 
this time we face the loss 
of our seasonal volunteer 
drivers,” Meals on Wheels 
of Polk County Executive 
Director Susan Eldridge 
said.

Meals on Wheels seeks drivers
     Anyone who owns a 
car and has a driver’s li-
cense and car insurance is 
eligible to help. Typically, 
volunteers deliver a doz-
en meals each and volun-
teer on average of around 
two hours per day. After 
joining, volunteers meet 
in the kitchen around 10 
a.m. and are usually done 
by noon. 
     Substitute drivers are 
also needed.
     In addition to drivers, 
cooks , thrift store clerks, 
fund raisers and board 

member volunteers are 
also needed. For more 
information, check out 
www.mealsonwheelspolk.
com or call at (863) 299-
1616.
     Combined, the non-
profit delivers meals to 
around 370 homes, mostly 
to homebound residents 
over 65. They receive no 
government funding and 
rely solely on local dona-
tions of time and money.

863.533.4183
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Notice is hereby given that the City Commission of the City of Bartow will hold a 
public hearing at a Regular City Commission meeting on April 15, 2019 at 6:00 
p.m. in the City Commission Chambers of Bartow City Hall located at 450 N. 
Wilson Avenue to consider the following resolution(s): 
 
Resolution No. 19-4012-R - a resolution amending the Fiscal Year 2018-2019 
Annual Budget of the City of Bartow. 
 
The proposed resolution(s) are available in the office of the City Clerk in the City 
Hall complex. Interested parties may examine them there or appear at the 
meeting and be heard with respect to the proposed resolution(s). Please be 
advised that if you desire to appeal from any decisions made as a result of the 
above hearing or meeting, you will need a record of the proceedings and in some 
cases, a verbatim record is required. You must make your own arrangements to 
produce this record. (Florida Statute 286.0105) 
 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and F.S. 286.26, persons 
with disabilities needing special accommodations to participate in this proceeding 
should contact the City Clerk’s Office no later than five (5) days prior to this 
proceeding at telephone number 863-534-0100 for assistance; if hearing 
impaired call 1-800-955-8771 or voice impaired call 1-800-955-8770 (VOICE) for 
assistance. 
 

By JEFF ROSLOW
Contributing Writer

     BARTOW – It wasn’t everything Drew Davis want-
ed, but he walked away from a recent Bartow Board of 
Adjustment meeting with approval to offer tours of his 
historic Wonderhouse during the weekends.
     “I’m not totally satisfied — but I’m happy,” Davis said 
after the four-hour public hearing March 25.
     The meeting saw 23 people speak on the matter, in-
cluding attorney Ted Weeks, representing Harriett Harris, 
who spoke of problems with the application, noise, traf-
fic and parking problems and ultimately encouraged the 
board to deny the application.
     Weekend tours with on-site parking only was approved, 
but there will be no weddings or small gatherings allowed 
at the mansion.
      Drew Davis and Krislin Kreis bought the house in 2015 
which – for the second time – was in a state of disrepair. 
They bought it not only to live in, but also to restore. The 
couple paid $162,000 for the house and so far has spent 
more than $200,000 remodeling it. 
     To help to pay for the reconstruction, the couple 
thought to host tours and other small events. The idea of 
the house as an attraction has its roots in the structure’s 
history.
     Originally constructed in 1926, the Wonderhouse, 
at different times also called “The House of a Thousand 
Gadgets,” was a popular tourist attraction from the 1930s 
to 1950s. Later, Lucy DuCharme bought the Wonder-
house and converted it into a luxurious home. She fre-
quently threw lavish parties at the residence. The house 
was featured in a 1990 movie called “Judgement.”
     To be able to host such events, the couple had to get 
an okay from the city to operate as such. The building at 
1075 Mann Road is on a 24-foot street in a residential 
area within the Mission Oaks neighborhood.

Wonderhouse gets approval for tours, 
thumbs down for weddings, other events

     Despite two meetings with neighbors in which no se-
rious objections were raised, the Board of Adjustment 
meeting brought in a full house of people — both for and 
against tours. On top of that, Bartow City Planner Bob 
Weigers said he had received 52 emails beforehand con-
cerning the matter.
     “I would love to tour it and so would my wife,” Earl 
Jones, a resident of nearby George Street, said. “But I don’t 
want the noise. Property values will go down.”
     Other residents also spoke.
     “I have no problem with the tours under guidelines,” 
Kathy Hatch said. “(But) not an event aspect and turning 
it into an event venue with noise and traffic.”
     Hatch added that her grandchildren walk and play in 
the area and the traffic could make it more dangerous for 
youth.
     The protests took the couple by surprise as both have 
said they had not heard previously that people were 
against their effort. 
     Davis and Kreis had twice previously appeared before 
city committees, as well as the city commission on two 
other occasions.
     “This is not going to have an impact on them,” Kreis 
said before the hearing. “We don’t want to make their 
lives bad. This is my house where I live.”
     But Weeks said the application is full of flaws. Weeks 
said the application is not complete and that there are 
questions about the parking and noise.
     “It seeks an introduction of non-resident (activity) into 
a residential neighborhood,” Weeks said. “It will have a 
negative impact on this quiet, residential neighborhood.”
     Weeks pointed to what he considered to be at least a 
half dozen items that were wrong with the application, in-
cluding his description of the application as a commercial 
project in a residential neighborhood.
     Davis replied to some of the charges, saying at recent 
party he held at his house he fit 20 parked cars in his yard 

and none had 
a problem get-
ting out. Davis 
also mentioned 
that tours could 
only be booked 
online and 
would be by 
appointment, 
making the 
likelihood of heavy traffic less. Ultimately, Davis offered 
to run tours only on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
     He also took issue with the suggestion that property 
values of neighboring homes would be impacted nega-
tively.
     “In terms of the real estate value — what if I abandon 
the house and the weeds grow again to four or five feet 
high?” Davis asked, referencing one of the prior occasions 
when the house had become unkept. “With this, people’s 
property values will go up.”
     The three-story Wonderhouse has its main living area 
on the second floor. Some features include a pool in front, 
resembling a moat, concrete foot-bridges, studded mo-
saic tiles set in concrete, 16 porches, hallowed walls that 
allow for water-flowing air conditioning before air condi-
tioning was common in Florida, flower boxes that could 
be watered from one location and a mirror system that 
allowed residents to see who was at the front door.
     The house was recently featured in a Netflix documen-
tary.
     In a final attempt to get some help in being able to 
cover the reconstruction costs, Davis made a final pitch 
to the board. 
     “I understand the slippery slope, but this (home) has 
historical value to Bartow,” Davis said. “If we can’t get 
some help from the community, this (reconstruction) 
won’t happen at all.”

     A group from First Methodist in Bartow recently visited a local member, Dorothy 
Tucker, and helped her with projects around her home including yard work, painting 
and pressure washing. 
     The group intends to do this for other church members who need help.
     Those who participated include Bill Wright, Francisco Bocalandro, Elizabeth 
Roth, Darmaris Fonseca, Jessica Hamer, Clarice Roth, Cheryl Layton, Greg McMil-
lan, Carolyn Presnell, Sylvia Spencer and David Brooks.
     Food was provided by Linda Hutto, Karel Hammer and Bonnie Allen.

Lending a helping hand
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FLORIDA SEMINOLES 
POSTCARDS AND PERCEPTIONS 

A traveling exhibit from the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 

MARCH 26 - MAY 31, 2019

LAKE WALES 
MUSEUM 

863.676.1759 
www.lakewalesfl.gov 

Special Speaker Presentation by ANDREW FRANK 

Thursday, April 25 @ 6 PM 

By SUN STAFF

     On Friday, March 22, two suspects burglarized a home lo-
cated on Queens Cove Loop in Winter Haven. Thousands of 
dollars worth of jewelry was stolen from the residence.
     Video surveillance showed a red Chrysler 300 pulled up to 
the home and two men got out and entered the back door of 
the residence, which was not locked. The suspects were later 
observed leaving the home after stealing jewelry and other 
items.
     On April 4, a Polk County Sheriff ’s Office detective learned 
19-year-old Davon Brooks, of Winter Haven, attempted to 
cash a check for “landscaping” on March 27 at a local bank. 
According to the affidavit, the check belonged to the victim 
of the burglary and her name had been forged by the suspect. 
The investigation determined that Brooks also made a num-
ber of pawn transactions that matched the stolen property.
     During the investigation, Cash America employees called 
the detective working the case informing him Brooks was in 
their store trying to pawn a bag full of gold with a second 
suspect, 21-year-old Frankie Rolle, of Winter Haven.
     When deputies arrived, both suspects tried to flee, but were 
stopped. 
     Two large handfuls of jewelry were found in Mr. Rolle’s 
jacket. The investigation revealed both men were the suspects 
in the residential burglary after both were found to be in pos-
session of jewelry stolen from the home. They were arrested 
and taken to the county jail.

Law enforcement report: 
PCSO deputies arrest two suspects for stealing thousands of dollars’ worth 

of jewelry in a residential burglary

     “We appreciate our local businesses cooperating with us 
to help catch these thieves,” Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd 
said. “Both SunTrust bank and Cash America pawn fully co-
operated with our investigation. We remind homeowners to 
always lock your residence and vehicles-let’s make it more 
difficult for thieves like Books and Rolle.”
     Both men have an extensive criminal history.
     
Operation Pop Top leads to two arrests in Davenport
     On Tuesday, April 2, Polk County Sheriff ’s Office school 
resource deputies conducted “Operation Pop Top”— an on-
going effort to enforce laws related to the sale of alcohol to 
minors. 
      Deputies send high school teenagers into stores to see 
if they can buy alcohol. The students are PCSO Explorers, 
which is a program designed for students who are interested 
in learning about law enforcement careers. 
     During the operation, 22-year-old Jatajah Graham of 
Haines City, was the only on-duty clerk at the 7-11 conve-
nience store at 6205 Lake Wilson Rd. in Davenport, when she 
sold an alcoholic beverage to our 19-year-old Explorer.  
     Graham asked the Explorer his age in which he replied “I’m 
19.”  Graham then asked the Explorer for his birthdate and 
ID and completed the sale of the alcoholic beverage. Graham 
was taken into custody and charged with selling alcohol to a 
person under 21 and transported to the Polk County Jail.
      Deputies also arrested 62-year-old Mohamed Elyaman 

of Frostproof, who was the 
on-duty clerk at the E-Z 
Food Store located at 5945 
Highway 17/92 North in 
Davenport. Elyaman sold 
the explorer an alcoholic 
beverage. He was taken 
into custody and charged 
with selling alcohol to 
a person under 21 and 
transported the county 
jail.
    The following stores were 
found to be in compliance 
with Florida beverage 
laws: Wawa No. 5299, 8103 
Lake Wilson Rd., Daven-
port; 7-11 No. 38193, 3141 
Ronald Reagan Pkwy., 
Davenport; Loves Truck 
Stop No. 627, 45000 U.S. 
27 S., Davenport; Circle 
K No. 2722125, 45489 
U.S. 27 N., Davenport; 
and Circle K No. 2722209, 
101 Polo Park BL E., 
Davenport; Circle K No. 
2704883, 2444 U.S. 27 S., 
Davenport. 
  “We are going to hold 
store employees account-
able for selling alcohol to 
those under 21 years old,” 
Polk County Sheriff Grady 
Judd said. “It’s their re-
sponsibility to check IDs 
at all times. The stores and 
employees found in com-

pliance did a great job following the law. We congratulate 
them.”

PCSO investigating death of inmate who died at Winter 
Haven Hospital 
     Polk County Sheriff ’s detectives are investigating the death 
of a Polk County Jail inmate that occurred on Tuesday, April 
2, at Winter Haven Hospital. 
     63-year-old Keith Garrard, Sr., was arrested by PCSO on 
August 10, for 68 counts possession of child pornography, 
two counts sexual battery by a custodian on a victim under 
12 years old, and two counts sexual battery by a suspect over 
18 on a victim under 12, and was being held on no bond. 
     Upon his initial medical screening at book-in, Garrard re-
ported the following medical conditions: diabetes, hyperten-
sion, renal disease and renal failure. He was receiving dialysis 
three times per week before and after being booked in, and he 
was housed in the infirmary.
     Garrard was sent to Winter Haven Hospital on March 20, 
March 21, and a final time on March 31, due to various health 
issues.
     After being admitted to Winter Haven Hospital on Sunday, 
March 31, his medical condition did not improve, and in fact, 
it deteriorated. Despite all efforts of the medical staff, Garrard 
died — he was declared deceased at 3:54 p.m. on Tuesday, 
April 2.
     Garrard (date of birth June 4,1955) has a last known ad-
dress of 378 Highway 630 E. in Frostproof.
     This is an ongoing death investigation. It is standard PCSO 
policy for four separate mandated, independent investiga-
tions to be conducted when an inmate dies. All of the investi-
gative findings will beforwarded to the State Attorney’s Office 
for their investigative review. 

Haines City couple arrested for child neglect
     A Haines City couple was arrested for aggravated child 
neglect with great bodily harm, a second-degree felony, after 
a child, 2, in their custody was reported and observed with 
multiple injuries. 
     Alejandro Gallardo, 34, and live-in girlfriend Yuri Mel-
gar, 33, were both arrested early April 1. Detectives initially 
received a complaint from the Department of Children and 
Families about 10 p.m. March 31 while the child was at Ar-
nold Palmer Hospital in Orlando being treated for dual ear 
drainage. 
     Other injuries to the child included multiple scratches 
on his head, back and torso, multiple sores, very thin legs, a 
protruding rib cage as well as rotten and chipped teeth. The 
child had a fractured or broken left arm that was not properly 
treated and an open wound about two inches in diameter on 
the left forearm. 
     The child was unable to stand, walk or crawl and didn’t 
appear to have been bathed in days. 
    Detectives arrived at the couple’s apartment overnight 
March 31 and found a well-kept residence with three other 
children who appeared to be properly cared for. The apart-
ment appeared to be neat and clean. 
     Gallardo said he has had custody of the child since January. 
Melgar is the child’s primary caregiver. 
     Both Gallardo and Melgar are undocumented and are be-
ing detained by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 
DCF has placed the child with a family friend. 
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FOR ANSWERS, TURN TO PAGE 22CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

EXPERIENCE BEAUTY
            IN FULL BLOOM.

1151 TOWER BOULEVARD  |  LAKE WALES, FL 33853
8636761408  |  BOKTOWERGARDENS.ORG

SPONSORED IN PART BY

Explore the beauty of the gardens this spring and 
enjoy a full schedule of exciting events.

SPRING WALKING TOURS
Complimentary walking tours Mondays through Saturdays  

at 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.; Sundays at 2 p.m. only. Tours end April 14.
    

BRUNCH IN THE GARDENS
APRIL 14 & 28 | 11 A.M.1 P.M.

Enjoy delicious Blue Palmetto Cafe cuisine and live entertainment  
with Marcus Brixa. Brunch includes unlimited scrambled eggs, bacon,  

 

    
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE

APRIL 21 
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COUNTY SPORTS
Athlete of the Week:  Richard Bortoli

About Richard

Height: 6-foot-4

Birthplace: Davenport

Year: Junior

Position: Attacker/

Midfielder

Club team: 

Apprentice Athletics

     Richard Bortoli is a junior attacker and midfielder for 
the second-year Lake Wales High School boys lacrosse 
team (7-4). Bortoli has registered a team-high 45 goals so 
far this season and is also second on the team in assists 
behind Garret Reynolds, with 29. Bortoli’s strong play 
has helped the Highlanders to earn a playoff berth in the 
program’s second season.

The team is in its second season and experiencing some 
success. How do you think this season has gone so far?
     It was definitely a great start to the season. Last year 
we didn’t do as well, it was our first year and everyone 
was still learning the game. This year was our redemp-
tion season. Everyone got in shape and everyone is doing 
their job, basically.

What’s it like to be part of a new program?
     It’s a lot of fun. I kind of get to lead the team since I 
have more experience. I just to love to see improvement 
in everyone’s game.

Which game these past two seasons has been the most 
memorable?
     100 percent the Lakeland Christian School game. Last 
year we lost to LCS in double-overtime by one goal and 
this year we won in overtime by one goal.

Are you hoping to play lacrosse in college? If so, how 
are you approaching the recruiting process?
     I just started the whole recruiting process. … A big 
thing is to do well in school and have a higher GPA, 
which solidifies you to be recruited. … I’m looking for a 
good school overall, in a good area. I’d like to stay in state, 
maybe. I just want a good school with good academics.

Do you have a favorite lacrosse player you look up to?
     I would say for college, right now, definitely Pat Spen-
cer from Loyola. And in Major League Lacrosse, I’d have 
to say Marcus Holman.

How did you get started playing lacrosse?
      I used to go to All Saints Academy and I started playing 
in seventh grade. My best friend said 
“hey do you want to try lacrosse?” I 
had never picked up a lacrosse stick 
— I had only played soccer. In Italy, 
all the kids there played soccer. I tried 
lacrosse and I started practicing and I 
hated it. I quit the team. … The next 

year, I tried again and started practicing a little more and 
I finished as the top-scorer of my eighth-grade season.

What was it like growing up between Italy and Florida?
     It was definitely a good experience. Sometimes it was 
challenging — there was a lot of traveling. I met a lot of 
people and I thought it was cool.

Growing up between America and Italy, which place 
do you prefer?
     I would say America. The whole process, the whole 
education process, I think it’s a lot simpler here and a lot 
easier here.

What do you enjoy learning about the most?
     I definitely like studying business, the economy and 
maybe history.

What are you hoping to study in college?
     I’d like to study international business management. 
My parents own an international business, so I’d like to 
lead from their paths and continue the business.

Being bilingual, speaking English and Italian, which 
language do you think in and which did you learn first?
     I think in English. I honestly couldn’t tell you which 
language I learned first, I learned them both at the same 
time. English is more natural to me. It’s a lot easier of a 
language.

Any hobbies?
     I play video games — I like FIFA, the soccer game. I 
was born into soccer and I love soccer. I’m just better at 
lacrosse.

What is the coolest place you’ve visited and where is 
somewhere that is atop your list of places to go?
     The coolest place I’ve been to was in Italy, it was Capri. 
Beautiful city, beautiful beaches. A place I’d love to go to 
is Monaco.

By STEVEN RYZEWSKI
sryzewski@scmginc.com

By SUN STAFF

     GAINESVILLE – The 2019, 2020 and 2021 Florida 
High School Football State Championships will take 
place at Gene Cox Stadium in Tallahassee (Classes 1A-
3A) and Daytona Stadium in Daytona Beach (Classes 
4A-8A), the Florida High School Athletic Association 
announced April 5.
     “After listening to feedback from our membership, 
we felt having two locations stretched out over two 
weeks made the most sense,” FHSAA Executive Di-
rector George Tomyn said. “This new schedule gives 
families and fans the most flexibility when it comes to 
supporting their student-athletes and we are thrilled 
both Visit Tallahassee and DME Marketing made this 
possible.”
     Previously, the championships have been in Orlando 
at what is now known as Camping World Stadium (for-
merly the Citrus Bowl).
     Daytona Stadium has a capacity of 10,000 and has 
hosted the championships six times previously (1989-
90, 1993-96), while Gene Cox Stadium, with a capacity 
of 6,500, played host to the 1986 Class 3A State Cham-
pionship Game between Tallahassee Godby and Clew-
iston. 
     The last time multiple venues hosted the event was in 
2005, when Dolphin Stadium in Miami featured Class-
es 3A-6A and FIU Community Stadium in Miami held 
Classes 1A-2A.
     Both venues recently underwent significant renova-
tions. 
     Daytona’s $20 million renovation included new field 
turf, remodeled locker rooms, an open-air VIP club, 
VIP space with theater seating and a completely rede-
signed expansive concourse area. 
     Gene Cox Stadium underwent an $800,000 renova-
tion featuring installations of completely new field turf 
and a pair of HD video boards. 
     For more information, visit FHSAA.org.

FHSAA announces new 
locations for football 
state championships

Local Coverage 
Where You Work, Play & Live

Catch up on sports,
shopping deals,
restaurant reviews,
events, new businesses,
politics, job openings,
homes for sale, cars for
sale and more 
with your
 local newspaper!

52 Weeks for $47.99
26 Weeks for $28.82

Get your subscription today!

863.533.4183
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Mary Montsko, M.D. will be leaving 
WellMed at St. Isabel effective April 12, 2019.

Patients and medical records will be relocating to:

2706 W. St. Isabel Street  |  Tampa, FL 33607  |  813-876-9961

WellMed at Bayside

For questions or copies 
of medical records call: 

813-876-9961

Assisted Living Facility License # 10024

Assisted Living Facility License #9383 

Assisted Living Facility License #9382

Assisted Living Facility License # 9888

Not Everyone has the 
Savannah Court 
Touch!
Savannah Court has been 
a trusted choice for seniors 
and their families for over a 
decade. Our intimate assisted 
living communities focus on 
encouraging the independence 
of our residents with empathy 
and dignity. You have choices 
to customize the services 
needed to maintain and 
enhance the lifestyle of your 
loved one, increasing  
services as needs arise.

• Comfortable & Elegant Atmosphere

• Restaurant-Style Dining • Activities

• Transportation • Housekeeping

• Emergency Response System

• 24-hour access to trained & 

friendly staff

Assisted Living Facility License # 9783

FEELING FIT

By SUN STAFF

      The American Medical Group 
Association (AMGA) recently honored 
Watson Clinic with its 2019 Foundation 
Star Award, a distinction that recognizes a 
commitment to initiatives and innovations 
that enable an exceptional quality of care. 
      Watson Clinic is one of only 13 or-
ganizations throughout the entire country 
to receive this honor in 2019.
          The centerpiece of Watson Clinic’s 
relationship with AMGA revolves around 
the Together 2 Goal innovator Track, a se-
ries of collaborative efforts designed to im-
plement care processes, interventions and 
measures to improve various courses of 
care. The Clinic has engaged in several of 

these initiatives and has provided invaluable contributions that are helping to shape 
the delivery of care both in our community and across the country.

Through advocacy, performance measurement and improvement tools, 
AMGA has led the transformation of healthcare in America and enabled healthi-
er communities in the process. The Foundation Star Award reflects Watson Clinic’s 
long-term focus on quality improvement and setting new standards of excellence in 
healthcare.

LAWS OF FITNESS TO HOST RIBBON-CUTTING, OPEN HOUSE
      Opened as a second location in January 2019, Laws of Fitness Downtown in Win-
ter Haven is a locally-owned fitness center whose mission is to empower people and 
help them maximize their 
lifestyle through a variety 
of effective exercise pro-
grams.
     The facility is formally 
celebrating its grand open-
ing with a ribbon-cutting 
April 10, from 4:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m., and an open 
house April 13, from 9 
a.m. to noon.
     More information is 
available online at face-
book.com/lawsoffitness-
downtown/.

Health Notepad: 
Watson Clinic honored with prestigious award by 

American Medical Group Association

Wellness Calendar
April 13 - Yoga with Lindsay; 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Bring a mat and being your yoga journey with a gentile practice for all. Cost is do-
nation-based, with a $5 minimum. Lindsay, the instructor, believes in making yoga 
accessible to every shape and size — maintaining a challenging environment for 
intermediate students while setting yoga fundamentals to help guide new students 
to a safe and comfortable practice.
April 14 - IRONMAN 70.3 Florida; 7 a.m.
The 2019 IRONMAN 70.3 Florida offers 40 qualifying slots for the 2019 IRONMAN 
70.3 World Championship in Nice, France. Takes place in Haines City. More infor-
mation available at ironman.com/triathlon/events/americas/ironman-70.3/florida. 
April 15 TO YOUR HEALTH! SHOP SMART; Noon
Do you know what is really In the food you buy? Do you understand nutrition 
labeling, the long list of ingredients and how to find the Best Buy?  This workshop 
will focus on food shopping, where to find the healthiest food in the store, how to 
read the nutrition label, ingredients and pricing so you can get the best bang for the 
buck! A light, healthy lunch will be served. The class is free, however, registration is 
required. Call (863) 678-4004 to register.
April 27 - JUDD JOG 5K; 8 a.m.
The Judd Jog is an annual 5k presented by Polk Sheriff ’s Charities, Inc. with all 
proceeds benefiting the United Way. The course is paved and begins and ends at the 
front of the Polk County Sheriff ’s Office main office in Winter Haven. There will be 
additional activities available for your family and friends during the event, includ-
ing: Polk County Sheriff ’s Office Special Operations vehicles on display, K-9 meet 
and greet, and more! Restrooms will be available for public use during the event. 
More info: juddjog.org.
April 29 - TO YOUR HEALTH! PLAN SMART - Rethink What Your Eat; Noon
This workshop will focus on meal-planning, including how to repurpose leftovers. 
With just a few staples in your pantry, you can make a tasty “new’”meal. We’ll use 
“My Plate” as a base for meals and snacks, while making meal prep and eating a spe-
cial event! A light, healthy lunch will be served. The class is free, however, registra-
tion is required. Call (836) 678-4004, ext. 221, to register.
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WE SELL PROPANE Including MOTOR HOMES!

24 HR
ON/OFFSITE

WELDING
Fabrication
Emergency

Services

• Grove, Ranch & Logging Roads-Built & Maintained
• Broken Tile, Crushed Tile, Shell Rock-Fill & Rip Rap
• Parking Pads-Grading
• Residential & Commercial Driveways
• House and Mobile Home Pads
All Material Available For Pickup or We Can Deliver, Spread and Compact For You!

We Offer Complete Tree and Land Clearing Services
Tree Removal • Trimming • Shaping • Topping

Lot Clearing  • Debris Removal • Stump Grinding
Storm Damage • Overhangs • Cleanup
Back Fill • Yard Restoration • Boulders

We Offer All Types of Concrete Work

Woody Ellison, Owner • Licensed/Insured
4865 State Rd. 60E, Lake Wales, FL * 863-679-5283

FREE
Estimates

Specializing in Secondary Roads

By DARA KAM
News Service of Florida

     TALLAHASSEE — Everyone agrees a constitutional 
amendment that appeared on the November ballot was 
designed to automatically restore the right to vote for 
some of Florida’s convicted felons.
     But a sharp divide over who exactly the amendment 
was aimed at has become one of the 2019 legislative ses-
sion’s most contentious issues.
     House Republican leaders believe the proposal, 
which appeared on the ballot as Amendment 4, was 
aimed at felons who’ve completed all the terms of their 
sentences, including repayment of all financial obliga-
tions. They’re relying on words in the ballot initiative 
and what backers of the measure said in court and on 
their website before and after more voters approved the 
measure.
     But the amendment’s supporters are also relying on 
language in the proposal, which they maintain is less 
restrictive than the GOP plans to carry it out. They’ve 
likened House and Senate proposals to Jim Crow-era 
policies, such as “poll taxes,” aimed at keeping black 
voters from casting their ballots. In this case, the 
amendments’ supporters say, lawmakers are trying to 
exclude low-income felons from the automatic rights 
restoration process.
     On Monday, a key Senate panel made what appeared 
to be significant concessions toward what proponents 
of the measure — who maintain that the amendment 
does not need legislation to take effect — had sought.
     The constitutional amendment granted restoration 
of voting rights to felons “who have completed all terms 
of their sentence, including parole or probation.” The 
voter-approved amendment excluded people “convict-
ed of murder or a felony sexual offense.”
     Wordsmithing over what constitutes “murder,” “felo-
ny sexual offense,” and completion of “all terms of their 
sentence” is the source of the firestorm.
     The Senate Judiciary Committee on Monday revised 
an earlier version of a Senate bill (SB 7086) to strip out 
attempted murder as an offense that could prevent fel-
ons from getting the right to vote. The proposal, ap-
proved by the committee in a party-line, 3-2 vote, also 
eliminated fees and fines that have been converted to 
civil liens from the financial obligations that felons 
would have to repay to be eligible for voting restoration.
     And the Senate plan would define felony sexual of-
fense as a crime that “serves as a predicate to registra-
tion as a sexual offender,” while the House’s version of 

Senate makes changes amid felons’ voting debate
the proposal (HB 7089) includes more than three doz-
en sex-related crimes, including a third conviction of 
prostitution.
     Both the House and Senate measures would require 
full payment of restitution, including restitution that 
has been converted to a civil judgment, the main point 
of contention during Monday’s vetting of the bill.
     With time running out in the committee meeting, 
Desmond Meade, executive director of the Florida 
Rights Restoration Coalition, spoke on behalf of doz-
ens of the amendment’s supporters who didn’t have a 
chance to address the Senate panel.
     Meade, a felon whose voting rights were restored as 
a result of the amendment’s passage, said he and other 
“returning citizens” turned to the ballot initiative be-
cause the “Florida Legislature refused to act.”
     “They walked away from people like me who served 
our time and all we wanted to do was just be part of this 
democracy, and all we wanted to do was move on with 
our lives. But the Florida Legislature ignored our cries, 
ignored the cries of our family, for years and years and 
years,” an emotional Meade, choking back tears, said.
     Meade and others called the Senate proposal a step 
in the right direction, but they remained opposed to 
the bill because of the requirement of full repayment of 
restitution.
     Meade pointed out that 5.1 million Floridians sup-
ported the constitutional amendment.
     “They were votes that were based on love, forgiveness 
and redemption,” he said, adding that felons have “done 
our time and .. just want to move on.”
     He pleaded with lawmakers to “look beyond the par-
tisan politics” and “stop that partisan drumbeat from 
drowning out the voices 
of the people.”
     But Sen. Jeff Brandes, a 
St. Petersburg Republican 
who’s sponsoring the leg-
islation, said the Senate 
measure reflects what for-
mer University of Florida 
law school dean Jon Mills 
told the Florida Supreme 
Court during an argu-
ment of the proposal and 
on information provided 
to the public by backers 
of the amendment.
     Brandes remained in 
the committee room after 

the meeting ended to speak with advocates, at his invi-
tation, who lined up to share their frustrations about 
the legislation.
     “I was a supporter of Amendment 4. But I truly be-
lieve this language needs to be clarified. The simple fact 
is that I can’t get a straight answer for what the defini-
tion of ‘murder’ is. That is just telling about some of the 
deeper questions that have to be answered here. And 
the Legislature has the responsibility to put forth their 
ideas, hear from the public, refine and hone this legisla-
tion as we put an implementing bill forward,” Brandes, 
who has long been an advocate for criminal justice re-
form, told The News Service of Florida.
     Brandes said he thinks the Senate is “moving in the 
right direction,” and that the House and Senate still 
have “many, many conversations” ahead before they 
reach consensus on a final bill.
     The House plan goes further by requiring full pay-
ment of fines and fees that have been converted to civil 
judgments and including the laundry list of sex-related 
offenses not covered by the Senate measure.
     Even if the House and Senate finally settle their dif-
ferences before the legislative session ends on May 3 as 
expected, that may not be the end of the debate on the 
issue.
     “I think everybody expects that this all will prob-
ably end up back before the Supreme Court at some 
juncture. We’re going in, providing what we think is the 
voters’ intent here, as we clarify those three areas. What 
does all terms of sentence mean? What does murder 
mean? And what is felony sex offense?” Brandes said. “I 
fully expect at some juncture (it) will be litigated.”

Great 50s - 80s Rock ‘n Roll

CALIFORNIA TOE JAM

Saturday
April 20, 2019 @ 7:00 PM

(doors open at 6:15 pm)
at the Ramon Theater
15 East Wall Street in Historic 

Downtown Frostproof, FL

General Admission • Tickets $20 
Order online or call the office at

863-635-7222 (Tuesday-Friday 11-2)
No Refunds or Exchanges

Advance reservations may be purchased online at 
www.ramontheater.com or at Ramon Theater Office, 11 E. Wall 

Street, Frostproof, FL
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VIEWPOINTS

Thinking Out Loud
S.L. Frisbie

Polk County Sheriff
Grady Judd

     Two essentials for a suc-
cessful high school reunion:
• Name tags
• Large printing on those 
name tags
     Neither memory nor vi-
sual acuity improves with 
the passage of years, and 
when the time that has 
passed since graduation is 
approaching 60 years, that 
is a dramatic reality.
     But there’s one thing that 
should be cause for celebra-
tion: the overall improve-

ment in health for our generation of chronologically 
gifted citizens.
     A few days ago, the Summerlin Institute Classes of 
1957 and 1958 held a joint reunion. Why those two 
classes?
     “We had a lot of intermarriage,” quipped Jimmy 
Whidden, president of the Class of ‘57.

80? It’s a good start
     The event drew 28 alumni and 14 spouses and signif-
icant others, and when the celebration drew to a close, 
one of our classmates pointed out to me how fortunate 
we were to have so many healthy classmates remaining 
among our ranks.
     At 78, I was the baby of the bunch — the youngest 
member of the Class of 1958 — with a growing number 
having turned 79. Members of the Class of 1957 were 
mostly 79 and 80.
     Marriages that have lasted 50 years or longer — once 
a milestone of remarkable attainment — are hardly a 
rarity these days.
     Early in my journalistic career, say in the 1960s and 
1970s, our newspaper photographed and interviewed 
members of our community who had reached 50 years 
of marriage. As a general rule, only one member of the 
couple (more often the wife) was still mentally sharp, 
while the other was showing significant loss of mental 
acuity.
     Yes, we have lost many classmates in the 60-plus 
years since we graduated, and some who remain with 
us are less than physically or mentally robust.

     In my continuing project of cleaning out volumes of 
papers accumulated in our newspaper business of 75-
plus years, I found a column I wrote about Dad on the 
approach of his 80th birthday in 1995.
     He was in the second of what would be three retire-
ments — none of which took — and had circled the 
globe more times than America’s early astronauts.
     I reflected how fortunate he and I both were that he 
was still able to take an active role in the business, while 
leaving the day-to-day management responsibilities to 
his son. Ours was a great partnership.
     Anybody who uses the term “80 years young” makes 
himself or herself look pretty silly. Eighty ain’t young, 
but thanks to advances in medical science and healthier 
lifestyles, it can still be a happy, active milestone.

(S. L. Frisbie is retired. A few weeks ago, he read this ob-
servation: “What if the world ended tomorrow, and the 
only things you had left were the things you gave thanks 
for yesterday.” There’s a great message there.)

     I’m sure everyone is fa-
miliar with the case where 
an actor reported to the 
Chicago Police Department 
that he had been physically 
attacked and called some 
pretty nasty things. We 
know how that turned out, 
but the case did shed some 
light on a big problem. 
     For various reasons, peo-
ple often try to report false 
crimes.

     Two recent cases here in Polk County come to mind. 
     There was an 18-year-old girl in Poinciana who pur-
chased some headphones from a 14-year-old boy for 
about $20. She then determined that they didn’t work 
properly and she wanted her money back. The boy said 
he no longer had the money. 
     Her way of handling the problem was to report that 
she had been beaten and robbed of $50 from the boy. 
     Well, her story quickly fell apart, and she eventually 
admitted that she lied because she wanted to get the boy 
in trouble.
     Another case involved a guy who reported that he had 
been robbed. We had an Air Unit and K9 respond, as 
well as many other deputies. His story also fell apart, and 
he confessed that he made it all up … because he didn’t 
want to go to work.
     In addition to being a crime, making false reports ties-
up valuable resources, such as 911 operators, deputies, 
and Air and K9 Units. Lots of money is wasted — espe-
cially if the investigation drags on — and responses to 
real emergencies could be delayed because deputies are 
busy elsewhere.
     Whether it is in Chicago or Polk County, false re-
ports waste time and money, and will get the person who 
made the false report in serious trouble. 
     Honesty really is the best policy.

False reports to 
law enforcement      Last week, we noted the 

1980s were a mixed blessing 
for Winter Haven, as the 
city marked its founding 
some 100 years earlier. This 
week we note a few more of 
the ups — and the downs.

Political transition 
     The decade of the 1980s 
began with registered Dem-
ocrats holding a 2-1 margin 
over Republicans. By de-
cade’s end, the Republicans 
held the majority on the 
Polk County Commission 
and the Democrats’ lead 

had slipped to a three to two lead. 
     Andy Ireland, who switched from Democrat to Re-
publican, saw his stature grow and he was re-elected to a 
seventh term in Congress in 1968.

Sheriff gets the boot!
     Following a grand jury investigation, Polk Sheriff 
Dan Daniels submitted his resignation. He was forced 
to resign due to his department’s questionable record 
keeping. The grand jury report sealed his fate when they 
labeled him “incompetent.” 
     He was replaced by Lakeland Police Chief Lawrence 
Crow, who was later elected Polk’s first Republican sher-
iff since Reconstruction.

Church bus crash
     The First Baptist Church and the Winter Haven com-
munity reeled in the aftermath when a bus crashed filled 
with young summer campers. The accident occurred in 
the mountains of north Georgia. 
     The church bus was traveling down a steep grade 
when it lost its brakes and plunged down a fifty-foot ra-
vine. Fourteen-year-old Angela Jones was killed. Twen-
ty-nine others were injured.

Winter Haven in the 1980s — the good and the bad

What’s in a name?
     Florida financial institutions had a tumultuous de-
cade. 
     First, Federal Savings and Loan became Meritor when 
it purchased by Philadelphia Savings Fund Society in 
June of 1985 (Now Wells Fargo). The merger faced an 
uphill battle due to undercapitalization. NCNB bought 
popular Exchange National Bank (now part of Bank of 
America). Exchange Bank had grown from the Snell Na-
tional Bank — Winter Haven’s first. 
     Any assets remaining from the Snell Bank are now 
held by Bank of America. The downtown BOA sits on 
the site of Henry Snell’s original store. A new locally fo-
cused Commerce Bank opened its doors. President Ed 
Stephens noted the bank’s philosophy, “banking with 
neighbors you know” (now at home at BB&T).

Like a good neighbor
     State Farm Insurance, an economic mainstay since 
1962, announced plans to relocate its regional offices 
from U.S. 17, north of Winter Haven, to a 96-acre site on 
Cypress Gardens Boulevard.

New chamber
Efforts to revitalize downtown were underway with 
Meritora key advocate. The Winter Haven Chamber 
of Commerce set an example by moving into a new, 
three-story Gene Leedy-designed building on Avenue B 
at Fifth Street, NW.

Expanding retail
     The Winter Haven Mall (demolished for Citi-Centre 
in the late 90s) underwent renovation to an English Gar-
den theme and Spring Lake Shopping Center opened its 
doors.
     The 80s were a busy decade for Winter Haven — and 
it wasn’t always a picnic. 
     This weeks column is based on personal recollection 
and a review of the decade by the News Chief.

Beneath the 
Chinaberry Tree

Bob Gernert



Page 20 Wednesday, April 10, 2019

When It Comes
To Taxes...

You Need An 

Edge!

Accounting & Tax Edge
864 1st Street South

Winter Haven, FL 33880

863-875-7853
www.YourTaxEdge.com

PPPPhh: ((888866333) 99966677--5544663
FFFFaaaxxxx:: (8888666333) 9996677--32268

3650 HHaavveennddaaalleeee BBlvvvvdddd..
Winterr Haavveeennn, FFFLLL 33333338888888111

ACCOUNTING/TAXES

AUTO/COACHWORKS

We Specialize in
Frameless Shower 
Doors/Enclosures

Residential/Commercial

Member of the Polk County
Builders Association

Locally Owned & Operated
Licensed & Insured

WE GLADLY ACCEPT VISA & MASTERCARD

CALL TODAY
(863)393-8209

(863)667-1200

FREE
In-Home 

Consultation/Quote

www.AISshowerdoors.com

Professional Sales • Installation • Service

SHOWER DOORS, INC.
“Where Quality Comes First!”

HOME IMPROVEMENT

*Whirlpool   * Kitchenaid
*Crosley    *Estate
*Amana

114 W. Park Ave, Lake Wales  

676-1479

TV & APPLIANCES, INC.
ESTABLISHED 1956

2015
Readers

Choice Award 
Winner

F
I

R
S
T

P
L
A
C
E

Family Owned & Operated

APPLIANCES/TVs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
            *General Repairs *Painting  
              *Concrete Work     

       *Vinyl Siding Installation
     *Chimney Cleaning

HOLLIS SMITH
863-528-2435

hhs548@aol.comOccupational Licensed & Insured

Miscellaneous Contracting

MISC. CONTRACTING

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

MAYHEM IS EXPENSIVE.
ALLSTATE IS NOT.

60 4th St. SW
Winter Haven, FL
joshuaparrish@allstate.com

Parrish Insurance Group
863-268-8136

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co. 
© 2013 Allstate Insurance Co.

25
88

37

INSURANCE

167 Avenue A, N.W. 
Winter Haven

Monday-Friday 10am-5pm
  CLOSED Saturday & Sunday
863.293.4137

High Quality...Low Prices

Thrift Shop

THRIFT

FURNITURE

CREMATION SERVICE

1350 N Wilson Ave., Bartow, FL 83830 •(844) 383-5681
www.myfountainplacehome.com

1 & 2 Bedroom 
Homes Available

  

APARTMENT

CALL 863.533.4183 TO PLACE YOUR AD!
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ROOFING
Winter Garden’s Premier 

Roofing Company Since 1978

Serving Polk County & ALL of
West Orange County
Fully Licensed & Insured

Roof Repairs and Replacements
License #RC29027533

FREE ESTIMATES
863-965-8920

WestOrangeRoofing.com

Working For You!
Together, We’re

Chrhh is Goode - REALTORrr ®RR
chris@jb leaves.com
863-287-5454

Brittany DeVe ore - REALTORVV ®RR
brittany.n.devore@gmail.com
863-412-4847

131 5th Street N.W.WW
Winter Haven, FL 33881
www.jb leaves.com

REAL ESTATE

BUSINESS & SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

INCLUDE 
YOUR 

BUSINESS 
OR

SERVICE
AD

FOR AS
LITTLE AS

$35/WK

863.804.3279
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS FROM PAGE 15

PLACE 
YOUR 

AD 
HERE!

533.4183

CLASSIFIEDS 863.533.4183

Public Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT IN THE
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND

FOR POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA
COMPASS BANK,
Plaintiff,
vs.
CARLOS RIBAS TAVARNARO;
VIVIAN RICKLI CHRISTOFORO
TAVARNARO; SOLTERRA RE-
SORT HOMEOWNERS ASSOCI-
ATION, INC.; and UNKNOWN TEN-
ANT IN POSSESSION,
Defendants.
CASE NO. 2018-CA-000922
Division

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE is hereby given that, pursu-
ant to the Order of Summary Judg-
ment of Foreclosure in this cause, in
the Circuit Court of Polk County,
Florida, I will sell the property situ-
ated in Polk County, Florida de-
scribed as:
LOT 53, OAKMONT PHASE 1, AC-
CORDING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK 148, PAGES 16 THROUGH
30, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF
POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA.
And which postal address is:
4209 Oakview Drive, Davenport, FL
33837.
at Public Sale, to the highest bidder,
for cash, on the 10th day of May,
2019, 10:00 a.m. on Polk County s
P u b l i c A u c t i o n w e b s i t e :
www.polk.realforeclose.com in ac-
cordance with Chapter 45, Florida
Statutes.

ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN IN-
TEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM
THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER THAN
THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS
MUST FILE A CLAIM WITHIN 60
DAYS AFTER THE SALE.

If you are a person with disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this proceed-
ing, you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of certain as-
sistance. Please contact ADA Co-
ordinator at Office of the Court Ad-
ministrator at (863)534-4686 (voice),
(863)534-7777 (TDD) or (800)955-
8770 (Florida Relay Service) at least
7 days before your scheduled court
appearance, or immediately upon
receiving this notification if the time
before the scheduled appearance is
less than 7 days; if you are hearing
or voice impaired, call 711.
DATED this 5th day of April, 2019.
ROLFE & LOBELLO, P.A.
MARK J. HORNE
FL BAR# 631264
THOMAS LOBELLO, III
FL BAR# 603023
233 East Bay Street, Suite 720
Jacksonville, FL 32202
(904)358-1666
Fax (904)356-0516
E-SERVICE: mail@rolfelaw.com
Direct E-Mail: mjh@rolfelaw.com
Attorney for Plaintiff
April 10, 17, 2019
23387 6266

Pets / Animals

FREE
Mommy and three kittens

to
Good Home for you to Love

Call 863 533 4932

Real Estate For Rent

CONDO FOR RENT WH 55
Plus 2BR/2BA Remodeled Lake
Howard Assoc paid, pool, safe,
parking, credit/bkground check
$800. + Dep 651-366-1595

Apartments For Rent

140 Pear Ave
Frostproof, Fl 33843

863-635-9597
TDD: 711

1&2Bedrooms Available
1 Bedrooms $521-$663
2 Bedrooms $587-$729

Cozy apartments with
central a/c & heat, carpet, tile,

washer/dryer hook ups and
much more

“This institution is
an equal opportunity

provider and employer.”

Automobiles

2010 Ford Fusion Hybrid 2nd
owner 33 mpg very clean too
many extras to list $5,550.00
863 845 5112

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

FULL TIME GRAPHIC
ARTIST WANTED

Do you have a creative
eye? Solid design skills?

Enjoy working in an exciting
environment?

We are building a design
team and we want you to

be a part of it!

* Create ads and design
covers for special sections

and other publications.

Nights and weekends may
be required.

Experience in InDesign and
the Adobe Creative Suite

preferred.
Proof-reading skills a must.

Send resume and design
samples to:

Annette Frederick, Senior
Graphic Artist

annette.frederick@
highlandsnewssun.com

Maintenance Technician
Needed

Please Visit Career
Opportunities at

www.myfountainplacehome.com

Mock Jurors Earn a minim-
um $110 upon completion
Spend 6-10 hrs on a given wk-
day night, wkday or wkend
serving as a juror in a mock tri-
al to evaluate settlement of an
actual court case. If you have a
valid FL DL or State I.D.,a U.S.
Citizen, and eligible to vote, en-
roll with us on: SIGNUPDIR-
ECT.COM (please fill out on
line form completely for consid-
eration) or only if you do not
have access to a computer
Call: 1-800-544-5798. (On-line
sign up preferred). *****Mock
Trials will be held in down-
town Tampa.

NOTICES

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE: ESTATE OF
SUSAN B. HAMRE,
Deceased.
File No. 2019CP-0737

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of

SUSAN B. HAMRE, deceased,
whose date of death was January
24, 2019, and whose Social Secur-
i ty Number is xxx-xx-6300, is
pending in the Circuit Court for Polk
County, Florida, Probate Division;
the address of which is P. O. Box
9000, Drawer CC-4, Bartow, Florida
33830. The names and addresses
of the personal representative and
the personal representative s attor-
ney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or de-
mands against decedent's estate on
whom a copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served must file their
claims with this court WITHIN THE
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30
DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF A COPY OF THIS NO-
TICE ON THEM.

AII other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent s estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE,
ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS
OR MORE AFTER THE DE-
CEDENT S DATE OF DEATH IS
BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is Wednesday, April 10, 2019.
Personal Representative:
Gerret S. Hamre
507 North Elizabeth Street
Durham, North Carolina 27701
Attorney for Personal Represent-
ative:
Rex P. Cowan
Attorney
Florida Bar No. 187748
Rex P. Cowan
Post Office Box 857
Winter Haven, Florida 33882-0857
Telephone: (863) 294-9433
E-mail: rpc@lofrpc.com
April 10, 17, 2019
23585 6291

Public NoticeHelp Wanted

Send 
Legal Ads to

legals@scmginc.com
863.533.4183

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR 

BREAST CANCER! Help United 

Breast Foundation education, pre-

vention & support programs. FAST 

FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE 

- TAX DEDUCTION 1-855-758-

6966 

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 

Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn’t 

matter! Get free towing and same 

day cash! NEWER MODELS too! 

Call 1-833-238-0340 

DONATE YOUR CAR FOR 

BREAST CANCER! Help United 

Breast Foundation education, pre-

vention & support programs. FAST 

FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE 

- TAX DEDUCTION 1-844-513-

9098

Attention all homeowners in jeop-

ardy of foreclosure! We can help 

stop your home from foreclosure. 

The Foreclosure Defense helpline 

can help save your home. The Call is 

absolutely free. 1-800-506-3363 

Behind on your MORTGAGE? 

Denied a Loan Modification? Bank 

threatening foreclosure? CALL 

Homeowner Protection Services 

now! New laws are in effect that may 

help. Call Now 1-844-720-2118 

Financial Benefits for those facing 

serious illness. You may qualify for a 

Living Benefit Loan today (up to 50

percent of your Life Insurance Pol-

icy Death Benefit.) Free Informa-

tion. CALL 1-844-686-5742 

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free 

in 24-48 months. Pay a fraction of 

what you owe. A+ BBB rated. Call

National Debt Relief 1-855-959-

7825 

AVON - Earn Extra $$. Sell online 

or in person from home or work. 

Free website included. No inventory

required. For more info, Call: 855-

499-6549

Become a Published Author. We 

want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 

Publishing-Trusted by Authors 

Since 1920. Book manuscript sub-

missions currently being reviewed. 

Call for Free Author`s Guide 1-844-

218-1247. http://dorranceinfo.

com/florida 

Call Empire Today® to schedule a 

FREE in-home estimate on Carpet-

ing & Flooring. Call Today! 1-800-

214-0166 

Cross Country Moving, Long dis-

tance Moving Company, out of state 

move. $799 Long Distance Movers. 

Get Free quote on your Long dis-

tance move 1-800-214-4604

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Phy-

sicians Mutual Insurance Compa-

ny for details. NOT just a discount 

plan, REAL coverage for 350 proce-

dures. 855-404-2263 or http://www.

dental50plus.com/cpf Ad# 6118 (t)

DIRECTV CHOICE All-Included 

Package. Over 185 Channels! ONLY 

$45/month (for 24 mos.) Call Now -

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE! 

CALL 1-877-808-9508 Ask Us 

How To Bundle & Save!

Do you use a CPAP machine for 

sleep apnea? Get your FDA ap-

proved CPAP machine and supplies 

at little or no cost! Free sleep sup-

plement and sleep guide included! 

Call 844-359-1121 

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 

100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Tri-

al. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound.

If you decide to keep it, PAY ONLY 

$299 per aid. FREE Shipping. Call 

Hearing Help Express 1- 877-442-

6921 

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You 

and Your Family May Be Entitled to 

Significant Cash Award. Call 1-855-

635-9214 for Information. No 

Risk. No Money Out of Pocket. 

Miscellaneous

Health/Medical

AFFORDABLE
ADVERTISING!

863.533.4183

CLASSIFIEDS 

GET RESULTS!
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Rodgers Farm – 41 Temporary needed in Calhoun County, MS, from approximately 
05/15/2019 – 11/01/2019. Workers must be 18 years or older. Three months experience needed 
in hand cutting slips and use of mechanical transplanter and mechanical diggers, sorting and 
grading sweet potatoes. The company may conduct background checks.  Workers will perform 
assigned duties as instructed by their supervisor. Duties may vary from time to time. - All tools, 
supplies, and equipment will be provided at no cost to workers. Work in extreme weather condi-
tions.  Planting Sweet Potatoes - Covering potatoes with use of bedding machine & covering with 
plastic. Cut slips by hand with knife, place in boxes to load & unload onto trucks. Walk behind 
potato transplanter and fill in slips by hand.  Riding mechanical transplanter and loading slips 
in planting cups. May also plant, cultivate & harvest the following: Purple Hull Peas, Watermel-
ons, Beans and Corn. Harvesting Sweet Potatoes: Use of mechanical digging equipment to dig 
potatoes. May harvest sweet potatoes by hand with use of buckets. Must be able to sort, grade & 
pack potatoes by size quality or type. Load and unload boxes on trucks trailers or sweet potatoes 
harvesters. Repair, maintain and clean all hand tools and mechanical equipment prior to and 
after use. Workers may be asked to operate tractor, pulling mechanical digger. May also operate 
skid loader to load and unload trucks and trailers. * Safety training for use of farm equipment 
and tractors will be provided. To ensure the safety of all employees, those interested in operat-
ing machinery must be able to communicate with and adequately follow instructions given by 
management. Management reserves the right to restrict employees from operational duties who 
do not show proficiency to effectively communicate with management, and may therefore place 
other employees’ safety in risk. ** May transport workers to fields and grocery store. Valid driver’s 
license required. Lifting requirement 5-60 lbs. The majority of the workday is spent on one’s feet 
and outdoors. Workers should expect periods of little/no work during growing time.  Hours and 
days of work may vary due to weather conditions.  Proper work attire is required. Due to pos-
sible Date of Need changes, worker is required to purchase travel insurance if available. We will 
reimburse the worker for transportation cost (including travel insurance) and subsistence to the 
employers work site from the place of recruitment upon completion of 50 percent of the contract 
period.  Transportation payment will be no less (and is not required to be more) than the most 
economical and reasonable common carrier transportation charges for the distances involved.  A 
copy of the work contract or a copy of the ETA 790 in lieu of a work contract, and any modifica-
tions, will be provided to the worker on the day the work commences. If the employee is unable 
or unfit to perform the duties listed after the 14 day pretrial, the employee will receive warnings, 
hours may be reduced to the minimum allowed in the certified petition or terminated.  Workers 
will be paid $11.33 per hour, three fourth’s guarantee, 35 hours per week. Workers may be offered 
more than the standard hours of work in a single workday. Workers may volunteer to work ad-
ditional hours when work is available. Hours of work may increase/decrease depending on crop 
yield and or weather and can occur at any time throughout the season.  Housing, equipment and 
transportation provided at no cost to workers who cannot reasonably return to their permanent 
residence at the end of each workday. We participate in the E-Verify program and workers must 
have valid identification for I-9 preparation when they report to begin work. Complete job de-
scription can be found at your local SWA/Job Center. Apply for this job at the State Workforce/
Job Center office in your area or call your nearest office. MS (662) 842-2175, AL (256) 259-
1835, LA (318) 676-7705, FL (863) 385-3672, use Job Order# MS 296627

Langston Farm, LLC – 64 Workers needed in Calhoun City, Webster, Big Creek and Grena-

da County, MS. From 05/15/2019-6/30/2019. Must be 18 years or older. Three months expe-

rience needed in hand cutting slips and use of mechanical transplanter. May transport workers 

to fields and grocery. Appropriate driver’s license required. Duties may vary from time to time. 

Clearing ground of rocks, sticks & roots by hand, clear brush and trees with chain saw. All 

tools, supplies and equipment will be provided at no cost to the workers.  General Field & fence 

maintenance. Manually weeding fields by hand or using hand tools. Work in packinghouse to 

wash and pack sweet potatoes. Drain water from fields with hand tools and shovel when needed. 

Load & unload plant boxes on trucks. Planting Sweet Potatoes – Cut slips by hand with knife 

and place in plant boxes. Ride mechanical transplanter to load slips in planting cups. Walk be-

hind mechanical transplanter to fill in slips by hand. H2A workers will not be allowed or asked 

to drive or operate tractors.  No cell phone usage during working hours. General Specifications 

and Physical Requirements of the Job: Lifting requirements 5-60 lbs. The majority of the work-

day is spent on one’s feet . Workers must be able to climb, stand, sit, stoop, squat, kneel, crouch, 

bend (from the waist), push, pull, reach and lift. Worker must be able to withstand working in 

the direct sunlight and weather conditions ranging from hot and humid weather, moderate rain 

and cold while performing their required job duties. Hours and days of work may vary due 

to weather conditions. Workers should expect periods of little/no work during growing time.  

Hours and days of work may vary due to weather conditions.  Due to possible Date of Need 

changes, worker is required to purchase travel insurance if available. We will reimburse the 

worker for transportation cost (including travel insurance) and subsistence to the employers’ 

work site from the place of recruitment upon completion of 50 percent of the contract period.  

Transportation payment will be no less (and is not required to be more) than the most econom-

ical and reasonable common carrier transportation charges for the distances involved.  A copy 

of the work contract or a copy of the ETA 790 in lieu of a work contract, and any modifications, 

will be provided to the worker on or before the day the work commences. If the employee is 

unable or unfit to perform the duties listed after the 14 day pretrial, the employee will receive 

warnings, hours may be reduced to the minimum allowed in the certified petition or terminat-

ed.  Workers will be paid $11.33 per hr, three fourth’s guarantee, 35 hrs per week. Workers may 

be offered more than the standard hours of work in a single   workday. Workers may volunteer to 

work additional hours when work is available. Hours of work may increase / decrease depend-

ing on crop yield and or weather and can occur at anytime throughout the season. Housing, 

equipment and transportation provided at no cost to workers who cannot reasonably return to 

their permanent residence at the end of each work day. We participate in the E-Verify program 

and workers must have valid identification for I-9 preparation when they report to begin work. 

Complete job description can be found at your local SWA/Job Enter.   Apply for this job at the 

State Workforce/Job Center office in your area, please call for the nearest office in your area 

MS 601-584-1202, AL 256-259-1835, LA 318-676-7705, FL 863-385-3672 using Job Order # 

MS 296632

Langston Farm , LLC . – 20 Temporary workers needed in Calhoun, Webster, Big Creek, and 
Grenada County, MS. from approximately 05/15/2019 – 11/10/2019. Must be 18 years or old-
er. Three months experience needed in hand cutting slips, use of mechanical transplanter. Duties 
may vary from time to time . All tools, supplies and equipment will be provided at no cost to the 
workers.  Clearing ground of rocks, sticks & roots by hand, clear brush and trees with chain saw. 
General Field & fence maintenance. Manually weeding fields by hand or using hand tools. Work in 
packinghouse to wash and pack sweet potatoes. Drain water from fields with hand tools and shovel 
when needed. Load & unload plant boxes on trucks. H2A workers will not be asked or allowed to 
drive tractors. Sweet Potatoes- Planting/Harvesting-Three months experience needed for Planting/
harvesting sweet potatoes. Planting-Cut slips by hand with knife and place in plant boxes. Ride 
Mechanical Transplanter to load slips in planting cups. Walk behind mechanical transplanter to 
fill in slips by hand. Harvest sweet potatoes by hand with use of buckets. Workers may be asked to 
drive bucket trucks in the field to pick up potatoes and drive skid loader to load and unload potato 
crates on trucks. Must be able to sort, grade & pack potatoes by size quality or type. Workers may 
also harvest peas. May transport workers to fields and grocery. Appropriate driver’s license required. 
General Specifications and Physical Requirements of the Job: Lifting requirements 5-60 lbs.  No cell 
phone usage during working hours. Cell phone can only be used during breaks and emergencies. 
The majority of the workday is spent on one’s feet. Worker must be able to withstand working in the 
direct sunlight and weather conditions ranging from hot and humid weather, moderate rain and 
cold while performing their required job duties. Hours and days of work may vary due to weather 
conditions. During the growing season, workers can expect little to no work. Workers should expect 
periods of little/no work during growing time.  Hours and days of work may vary due to weather 
conditions.  Due to possible Date of Need changes, worker is required to purchase travel insurance 
if available. We will reimburse the worker for transportation cost (including travel insurance) and 
subsistence to the employers’ work site from the place of recruitment upon completion of 50 percent 
of the contract period.  Transportation payment will be no less (and is not required to be more) 
than the most economical and reasonable common carrier transportation charges for the distances 
involved.  A copy of the work contract or a copy of the ETA 790 in lieu of a work contract, and any 
modifications, will be provided to the worker on or before the day the work commences. If the 
employee is unable or unfit to perform the duties listed after the 14 day pretrial, the employee will 
receive warnings, hours may be reduced to the minimum allowed in the certified petition or termi-
nated.  Workers will be paid $11.33 per hr or applicable piece rates depending on crop activity. Three 
fourth’s guarantee, 35 hrs per week. There is a possibility of earning a higher piece rate. Workers may 
be offered more than the standard hours of work in a single workday. Workers may volunteer to 
work additional hours when work is available. Hours of work may increase / decrease depending on 
crop yield and or weather and can occur at anytime throughout the season. Housing, equipment and 
transportation provided at no cost to workers who cannot reasonably return to their permanent res-
idence at the end of each work day. We participate in the E-Verify program and workers must have 
valid identification for I-9 preparation when they report to begin work. Complete job description 
can be found at your local SWA/Job Enter.   Apply for this job at the State Workforce/Job Center 
office in your area, please call for the nearest office in your area MS 601-584-1202, AL 256-259-
1835, LA 318-676-7705, FL 863-385-3672 using Job Order # MS296645

www.polknewssun.com

www.winterhavensun.com

CLASSIFIEDS

SUBSCRIBETODAY!!

863.533.4183
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Kick-Off Cocktail Party
Friday, April 26, 2019  |  5:30pm

Nora Mayo Hall
500 Third Street, NW,  Winter Haven 

Scramble Golf Tournament 
Saturday, April 27, 2019  |  9:00am

Southern Dunes Golf & Country Club
2888 Southern Dunes Blvd., Haines City 

10TH Anniversary

Featuring Fuzzy Zoeller
Winner of ‘79 Masters, ‘84 U.S. Open, 2002 Senior PGA Championship

For More Information, call:
Josh Lewis (863) 287-2106  |  WHH Foundation (863) 292-4138

whhfoundation@baycare.org 

Cocktail Party Open 

 to Non-Golf Participants

All proceeds from the 2019 events will go to support the Winter Haven Hospital Cassidy Cancer Center patients. 

The
Cassidy 
Family

The
Cassidy 
Family

Find us on

“Swing for the Cure”
Golf Tournament & Cocktail Party


