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Members of the K.E. Cunningham/Canal Point Elementary School Band warm up near the festival grounds in preparation for their 
performance at the band shell at the annual Black Gold Jubilee festival in Belle Glade on Saturday. The festival name honors the 
“black gold” soil of the Everglades. For more photos online, go to LakeOkeechobeeNews.com.

By Chris Felker
Lake Okeechobee News

BELLE GLADE — The Black Gold Jubilee 
featured so many attractions this year that it 
kept people streaming onto Torry Island all day 
Saturday, April 6, even as twilight fell.

There seemed to be a hundred booths 
with civic organizations, contests, exhibitors, 

games, raffl es, even a green market and so 
many vendors with aromatic, enticing food 
and everything else under the sun for sale. At 
every one, they were happy to tell their stories 
to people wandering the festival grounds at 
the city’s Torry Island Campground & Marina, 
where sits the Lomax Harrelle Pavilion along 
the Lake Okeechobee waterfront.

There were actually around 75 vendors, 

according to city offi cials, with so much partic-
ipation from the Glades area communities that 
they ran out of space for any more before the 
sign-up deadline and were turning them away.

Said Deputy City Manager Beverly Scott, 
“We are looking at how to expand it next 
year.”

Black Gold Jubilee draws crowd to the lake

See JUBILEE— Page 28

By Katrina Elsken
Lake Okeechobee News

WEST PALM BEACH — The Everglades 
Agricultural Area (EAA) reservoir is on the 
agenda for the April 11 meeting of the South 
Florida Water Management District Governing 
Board.

Once again, the inland counties will lack 
representation at the SFWMD April meeting. 
Gov. Ron DeSantis, who demanded that the 
entire SFWMD governing board appointed by 
Gov. Rick Scott resign in January, has yet to 

appoint the governing board member to the 
position that represents Glades, Highlands, 
Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola and Polk 
counties.

Charlotte Roman, who is listed as the 
“at-large from Collier, Lee, Charlotte, Hendry, 
Highlands, Glades, Okeechobee, Orange, Os-
ceola and Polk counties,” lives in Marco Island.

A review of the plans for the EAA reservoir 
is on the agenda under discussion items.

“The purpose of the presentation is to 
educate the board and the public on the status 
of the project and expectations and to gain 

understanding of the lease provisions,” states 
the agenda.

Also on the discussion agenda, the govern-
ing board will consider the future of the Water 
Analysis Resources Coalition. WRAC, a forum  
for discussion of water issues by stakeholders 
from throughout the district, has not met since 
November. In the past, WRAC meetings pro-
vided a lively discussion of water quality issues 
by invited guests representing a broad range 
of business, agricultural, environmental, tribal, 

SFWMD governing board to discuss EAA reservoir

See EAA — Page 17



Special to the Lake Okeechobee News

Whether a taxpayer has a simple 
straight-forward tax return or one that’s a 
little more complex, the IRS can help. As the 
filing deadline quickly approaches, here’s in-
formation about the different ways taxpayers 
can get free help with their federal taxes.

Free tax help is available at nearly 11,000 
volunteer sites nationwide:

• Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
Program offers free tax help and tax return 
preparation to individuals who generally 
make $55,000 or less, persons with disabili-

ties, the elderly and individuals with limited 
English proficiency.

• Tax Counseling for the Elderly Program 
offers free tax help for all taxpayers, particu-
larly those age 60 and older.

To find the nearest VITA or TCE site, tax-
payers can use the VITA and TCE locator on 
IRS.gov, download the IRS2GO app or call 
800-906-9887. Help is also available in Chi-
nese, Cantonese, Hindi, Korean, Mandarin, 
Russian, Spanish, Tagalog and Vietnamese at 
select locations.

• Armed Forces Tax Council over-
sees military tax programs worldwide and 

connects the IRS to military personnel and 
their families. Volunteers can help with 
military-specific tax issues, such as combat 
zone tax benefits and the earned income tax 
credit. In addition to free tax return prepa-
ration assistance, each site will e-file returns 
for free.

Taxpayers who want to prepare and e-file 
their tax returns can use IRS Free File on 
IRS.gov. IRS Free File offers brand-name tax 
software for taxpayers who earned $66,000 
or less so they can prepare and file their 
federal tax returns for free. Taxpayers who 
earned more can use Free Fillable Forms, 

the electronic version of IRS paper forms. 
IRS Free File also allows taxpayers to get 
an automatic extension of time to file, but 
taxpayers must generally pay taxes owed by 
the April tax-filing deadline to avoid penalties 
and interest. Special rules apply for military 
service members.

Taxpayers should remember that they 
can find answers anytime to questions 
on IRS.gov. They can also find forms and 
instructions and easy-to-use tools on the 
agency’s web site. The best things about 
IRS.gov: no appointment required and no 
waiting on hold.

Wednesday: A slight 
chance of showers, then 
a chance of showers and 
thunderstorms in the 
afternoon. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 83. 
Southwest wind 10 to 15 
mph, with gusts as high 

as 20 mph. Chance of precipitation is 30%.
Wednesday night: Partly cloudy, with a 

low around 63. West-northwest wind around 
5 mph becoming calm after midnight.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 87. Calm wind becoming east-south-
east around 5 mph in the afternoon.

Thursday night: Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 66. East wind 5 to 10 mph.

Friday: Sunny, with a high near 87. Calm 
wind becoming south-southeast around 5 
mph in the afternoon.

Friday night: Mostly clear, with a low 
around 68. Southeast wind 5 to 10 mph.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 
87. East-southeast wind 5 to 10 mph.

Saturday night: Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 69. Southeast wind around 10 
mph.

Sunday: A 20 percent chance of 
showers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 88. 

South-southeast wind around 10 mph.
Sunday night: A 20 percent chance of 

showers. Partly cloudy, with a low around 
69. South-southeast wind around 5 mph.

Monday: A 20 percent chance of 
showers. Mostly sunny, with a high near 88. 
South-southwest wind around 5 mph.

Monday night: A 29% chance of thun-
derstorms. Partly cloudy, with a low around 
68. Winds from the south around 5 mph.

Tuesday: A 14% chance of thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a high of 85. 
East-northeast wind around 8 mph, gusts 24 
mph.

Tuesday night: Clear with a low of 62. 
East-northeast winds around 7 mph, gusts 
17 mph.
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Central Florida’s largest 
authentic old time fl ea market
Over 150 year round vendors on 22 acres

across from Publix 
between Gilbert Chevrolet & KOA

Look for The Big “O” sign

For more info, call (863) 467-6639 or 
email bigofl eamarket@gmail.com

Family fun shopping extravaganza
It’s a new treasure hunt each week!

4 restaurants • 3 concession stands
Covered table rentals available

3600 Hwy 441 South
Okeechobee, FL 34974

“Always on Top of the Job”

Re-Roofing Specialists
• Metal & Shingle Roofs 
• Flats & Leaks Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

863-357-3838
State Lic.#CCC1327338

Lake Okeechobee Weather Forecast

Free tax help available in-person and online
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If any of these applies to you, you may still 
be eligible to enroll and live the Simply life. 

• Just moved into the area 

• Turning or recently turned 65 

• Have diabetes 

• Losing your retiree health coverage

• Get extra help with prescription drugs  

• Have Medicaid coverage

THE DOOR MAY 
STILL BE OPEN TO 
ENROLL IN A SIMPLY 
MEDICARE PLAN. 

ATTENTION MEDICARE BENEFICIARIES

Call us now as you may still be eligible!

1.800.215.7968  /  TTY: 711
mysimplymedicare.com

Broward, Hernando, Hillsborough, Miami-Dade, Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk and Seminole Counties. Simply Healthcare 
Plans, Inc. is a Medicare-contracted coordinated care plan that has a Medicaid contract with the State of Florida Agency for Health Care Administration 
to provide benefits or arrange for benefits to be provided to enrollees. Enrollment in Simply Healthcare Plans, Inc. depends on contract renewal. From 
October 1 to March 31, we are open 7 days a week from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m., EST. Beginning April 1 until September 30, we are open Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. - 8 p.m., EST. We do not discriminate, exclude people, or treat them differently on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability 
in our health programs and activities. ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al  
1-877-577-0115 / TTY: 711. Paid endorsement.                                                       Y0114_19_37941_I_C 12/07/2018

Earvin “Magic” Johnson
Healthcare Advocate



Special to the Lake Okeechobee News

WASHINGTON — With just days 
remaining before the federal tax-filing 
deadline, the Internal Revenue Service 
reminds taxpayers they have a variety of 
options to get help preparing and filing 
their tax returns on IRS.gov. Taxpayers can 
also find answers to their tax questions 
and resolve tax issues on IRS.gov, the 
official IRS website.

As the tax deadline nears and the de-
mand for IRS tax help by phone is higher, 
the IRS encourages taxpayers to make IRS.
gov their first stop when questions arise, 
as the website offers answers to many of 
the most common taxpayer questions, 
like “Where’s My Refund?,” how to make 
tax payments and how to get forms and 
instructions. IRS.gov offers online help for 
individual taxpayers as well as tax pro-
fessionals and has more than 358 million 
page views this tax-filing season.

IRS.gov is also mobile friendly. The 
website will resize and adapt based on the 
type of device taxpayers use to access it. 
This allows a better experience and opti-
mal viewing for those using smart phones 
or tablets.

Taxpayers have easy access to informa-
tion through the File, Pay, Refunds, Credits 
& Deductions and Forms & Instructions 

links at the top of every page. Additional 
links give taxpayers one-click access to 
the help page, news center, content in 
other languages, information for chari-
ties and nonprofits and resources for tax 
professionals.

The IRS.gov search tool gives taxpayers 
an easier way to explore the large variety 
of content on the site. Taxpayers can filter 
the search results by content type, taxpay-
er audience type and archived content.

Taxpayers can go to View Your Account 
Information to securely access information 
about their federal tax account. They can 
view the amount they owe, pay online 
or set up an online payment agreement; 
access their tax records online; review 
the past 18 months of payment history; 
and view key tax return information for 
the current year as filed. Visit IRS.gov/se-
cureaccess to review the required identity 
authentication process.

Other self-service tools provide users 
with around the clock help. There are 
items for individuals, businesses and tax 
professionals. For example, the With-
holding Calculator can help taxpayers 
determine if they’re having enough taxes 
withheld from their paychecks.

Links to IRS YouTube videos are avail-
able on a variety of tax topics including 

extensions, common errors and payment 
options. This month, the IRS celebrat-
ed the 10th anniversary of its YouTube 
channel launch. During the 10-year period, 
almost 16 million people viewed us-
er-friendly information in English, Spanish 
and American Sign Language.

More than 70% of taxpayers qualify for 
free tax software through IRS Free File. 
This special service is  available only on 
IRS.gov or through the IRS2Go mobile 
app. The app allows taxpayers to use a 
smartphone or tablet to prepare and file 
their tax returns taxpayers can also use 
IRS2go to check their refund status, make 
a payment or access other helpful tools.

Another good first stop is the IRS Ser-
vices Guide, which provides an overview 
of the many IRS.gov tools available to tax-
payers and tax professionals. For fast an-
swers to general tax questions, taxpayers 
can search the Interactive Tax Assistant, 
Tax Topics, Frequently Asked Questions, 
Tax Trails and IRS Tax Map.

With major changes made by the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act, the IRS encourages 
taxpayers seeking more information on tax 
reform to consult two online resources: 
Publication 5307, Tax Reform: Basics for 
Individuals and Families, and Publication 
5318, Tax Reform: What’s New for Your 

IRS offers last-minute tax tips and resources
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To Reach Us
Address: 107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D
 Okeechobee, FL 34974
Website: lakeokeechobeenews.com
Phone: (863) 763-3134

To Submit News
The Lake Okeechobee News welcomes 
submissions from its readers. Opinion, 
calendar items, story ideas, and 
photographs are welcome. Call (863) 763-
3134 to reach our newsroom. Items may be 
mailed or emailed.
Email: okeenews@newszap.com

To Place a Display Ad
Phone: (863) 763-3134
Email: okeeadsales@newszap.com

Call: (877) 353-2424 to place a classified 
advertisement from home
Fax: (877) 354-2424
Email: classads@newszap.com

Billing Department
Email: billteam@newszap.com

Lake Okeechobee News (USPS # 406-
160) is published 3 times a week: Sunday, 
Wednesday and Friday by Independent 
Newsmedia, Inc.
107 S.W. 17th Street, Suite D
Okeechobee, FL 34974
Periodicals Postage paid at Okeechobee, 
FL 34974 and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
 Okeechobee News
 Circulation Administration
 110 Galaxy Road • Dover, DE 19901

Additional copies may be purchased for 
50¢ for Wednesday and Friday, and 75¢ for 
Sunday.

Staff
Publisher/Editor: Katrina Elsken
Circulation Manager: Cynthia Eckert
Advertising Manager: Jaime Limoges

Our Purpose...
The Okeechobee News is published 
by Independent NewsMedia Inc, USA. 
Independent is owned by a unique trust 
that enables this newspaper to pursue 
a mission of journalistic service to the 
citizens of the community. Since no 
dividends are paid, the company is able 
to thrive on profit margins below industry 
standards. All after-tax surpluses are 
reinvested in Independent’s mission of 
journalistic service, commitment to the 
ideals of the First Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution, and support of the 
community’s deliberation of public issues.

We Pledge...
• To operate the newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better 
 place to live and work, through our 
 dedication to conscientious journalism
• To provide the information citizens need 
 to make their own intelligent decisions 
 about public issues

• To report the news with honesty, 
 accuracy, purposeful neutrality, fairness, 
 objectivity, fearlessness, and 
 compassion
• To use our opinion pages to facilitate 
 community debate, not to dominate it 
 with  our own opinions
• To disclose our own conflicts of interest 
 or potential conflicts to our readers
• To correct our errors and to give each 
 correction the prominence it deserves.
• To provide a right to reply to those we 
 write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect, 
 and compassion

MEMBER
OF:

Speak Out
Speak Out is a reader response column. 

Comments may be posted on the newspa-
per’s website or Facebook pages, emailed 
to okeenews@newszap.com or mailed 
to the newspaper office, 107 S.W. 17th St., 
Suite D, Okeechobee, FL 34974.

SFWMD
• “Does anyone else find it suspicious 

that the new governing board of the South 
Florida Water Management District has no 
one connected with agriculture, and no 

one from the interior counties? The seat 
that should represent the counties around 
the lake is still vacant. All of the other seats 
are taken by people who live on the coasts. 
Why did the governor demand the whole 
board resign if he didn’t have people in 
mind to replace them? We should all be 
writing and calling the governor’s office 
to demand representation. We pay taxes 
to the SFWMD. Just look at your property 
tax bill. How can they tax us and refuse to 
allow us any representation?” — M. Jones

• “The SFWMD meeting on Thursday 
includes an item about the EAA reservoir. 
There is a rumor that the new board will try 
to delay the work on the reservoir to stop 
the project. The so-called environmentalist 
groups stopped it from being built in 2008 
with a lawsuit. They didn’t want it built then 
and they don’t really want it now. If we 
solve the problem of the excess water, peo-
ple won’t keep donating to these groups. 
They need an environmental crisis to keep 
those donations coming in, and that money 

pays their high dollar salaries. Watch and 
see what happens.” — Anonymous

• “The lake level keeps dropping, which 
is fine this year because we need a low 
level for about 60 days to let the grass grow. 
But now that the whole SFWMD board 
is made up of people connected to the 
Everglades Foundation, I am concerned 
they will follow the politics instead of the 
science. Trying to make the lake go down 
to 10.5 feet every year by June 1 would be a 
disaster.” — K Booker

ANSWERS TO PUZZLE

Business. For other tips and resources, visit 
IRS.gov/taxreform or check out the Get 
Ready page on IRS.gov.

All IRS Taxpayer Assistance Centers 
now operate by appointment. Customer 
service representatives are available by 
calling 844-545-5640, Monday through 
Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., to schedule 
appointments. Before making an appoint-
ment, taxpayers should check the hours 
of operation and services offered at their 
nearest TAC.
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100% customer satisfaction 
is our mission!

863-467-1545

• Installation • Maintenance
• Repair • Air Quality
• Duct Work • Duct Cleaning
• Dryer Vent Cleaning

License # CAC058675

www.MillersCentralAir.com

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Subject to credit approval, 
see store for details

The Okeechobee Community Choir 
Under the Direction of Sandy Perry, 

Will Present its 20th Annual Easter Cantata Concert, 
Who is Jesus?

and Easter Favorites, Concluding with Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus,
During Which Audience Participation is Encouraged.

(Highlighted Music Provided)

Friday,April 12th

7pm
Saturday, April 13th

7pm
Sunday, April 14th 

3pm

Okeechobee
Presbyterian 

Church
312 N Parrott Ave

(Across from Bank of America)

 The 35 singers comprising this season’s 
choir, represent singers from 15  area churches 

Soloists include Bobby & Debby Huntley, Joy Jarriel, 

Mike Zierden, along with Special Guest Violinist 
Greg Durozel 

No Admission or Ticket Required.
Love Offering Will Be Taken to Defer Advertising Expenses.

Have Questions? Call Sandy 634-7714

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News

OKEECHOBEE — The Big O Teen 
Anglers had their March 30 tournament on 
Lake Okeechobee out of Okee-Tantie. It 
was a beautiful day for fishing. Twelve out 
of 16 of the anglers caught fish this time 
around, with only one catching a limit.

The anglers had 16 anglers catch 19 
bass with a total weight of 38.29 pounds. 
The largest bass caught was 3.97 lbs. and 
was caught by Tyler Scott of the 15-19 age 
group.

The next tournament will be held on 
April 27, out of Okee-Tantie.

11-14 age group
• 1st Brian Holtkamp 3.74 lbs. and Big 

Fish 3.74 lbs.
• 2nd Lane Davis 1.72 lbs.
• 3rd Tanner Seabolt 1.70 lbs.

15-19 age group
• 1st Tyler Scott 11.04 lbs. and Big Fish 

3.97 lbs.
• 2nd David Miller 9.17 lbs.
• 3rd Alex Figueroa 3.04 lbs.
Every month the anglers have boat cap-

tains who volunteer their Saturday morning 
to take youth anglers fishing. The Big O 
Teen Anglers extend thanks to: Brian Casey, 
Buster McMillan, Mitch Mulholland, Jim 
Newell, Herman Parker, Dan Powell, Terry 
Seabolt and Larry Wise.

A thank you also to the Melette family 
for providing the after-tournament lunch.

Teen Anglers host tournament

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News
Brian Holtkamp won first place in the 
11-14 age group.

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News
Lane Davis took second place in the 
11-14 age group.

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News
Tanner Seabolt took third place in the 
11-14 age group.

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News
Tyler Scott won the 15-19 age group.

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News
David Miller placed second in the 15-
19 age group.

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News
Alex Figueroa placed third in the 15-19 
age group.
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Grover C. Whitehead, 70
CLEWISTON — Grover C. Whitehead

passed away April 3, 2019 in West Palm
Beach Veterans Medi-
cal Center after a long
illness. 

Grover was born
Feb. 13, 1949 in Cov-vv
ington, Ala., to Aubrey 
L and Foye Judy Ann 
(Carpenter) White-
head.  Mr. Whitehead
married Julie Lachance 
on March 13, 1997. He 
proudly served his country during the Viet-
nam war in the United States Army Infantry
from Aug. 1967 to Aug. 1969 being honorably 
discharged as a SGT. He worked as a truck 
driver and mechanic for many years. He was
a loving husband, father, grandfather, brother
and friend to everyone who knew and loved
him. 

He leaves to remember fondly his wife, Julie
Whitehead; children, Timmy, Derek, Brian,
Megan and Michelle; grandchildren, Drew,
Trinity, Raelyn, Angelina, Christian, Adrianna
and Jenna; sister, Joyce Williams; and broth-
ers, Paul, Michael, Wayne, Robert, Kenneth,
and Carl. 

He was preceded in death by his brother
and sisters, Margaret, James, Judy and San-
dra.

Cremation arrangements by Akin-Davis Fu-
neral Home - Clewiston.

John Floyd Stevens, 65
OKEECHOBEE — John Floyd Stevens died

April 7, 2019. He was born May 7, 1953 in 
Chicago, Ill. A resident
of Okeechobee for 53 
years, he was a mem-
ber of Haven Ministries.
He loved Elvis, singing,
reading his Bible, and
spending time with his
children and grandchil-
dren.

Mr. Stevens was pre-
ceded in death by his
brothers, Bobby Sippert and Eddie Sippert;
mother, Helen Sippert; and stepfather, Clar-
ence Sippert.

He is survived by his sons, John Stevens,
Jr. and Matthew Stevens (Sheryl), all of In-
diana; daughters, Melissa Joudi (John) and
Tasha Stevens (Linda Fernandez), all of 
Okeechobee; seven grandchildren; brothers, 
Michael Sippert and Glenn Sippert (Patti), all
of Okeechobee; and sisters, Joyce Sippert, of
Okeechobee, and Dee Grimshaw (Garry), of 
Georgia.

Memorial services will be held at a later date.

Those wishing to leave a message of
condolence may sign the register book at,  
www.OkeechobeeFuneralHome.com

All arrangements are entrusted to the 
direction and care of the Buxton & Bass
Okeechobee Funeral Home, 400 North Par-
rott Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 34972.

Edward Lee Burns, 69
OKEECHOBEE — Edward Lee Burns died

April 7, 2019. He was born Sept. 16, 1949 in
Beckwith, W.Va. He 
proudly served our 
country in the United
States Marines. A res-
ident of Okeechobee
since Aug. 2018, he
was a member of 
the Church of God of 
Prophecy. He enjoyed
fishing with Jimmy 
and Diana on the boat,
buying and selling vehicles, watching football,
playing cards, and he loved spending time
with his family and his dog.

Eddie is survived by his wife of 40 years,
Diana Burns, of Okeechobee; daughters,
Lisa Burns, of State College, Pa., and Ashley
Burns (Brandon), of Okeechobee; son, Ste-
phen Massey (Amy), of Huntington, W.Va.;
two grandchildren, Tori and Marshal; broth-
er, Raymond Burns (Grithel); sisters, Betty
Martin, Mildred Martin (Benny), Dorothy 
Haines (Bobby), Becky Griffitts (Irvin), Mable
Chernin (Joel), Barbara Gobble (John), and
Cindy Jarrell (John); and dear friend, Dewey
Adkins, of Beckley, W.Va.

Memorial donations may be made to
Hospice of Okeechobee, PO Box 1548,
Okeechobee FL 34973.

The family will receive friends from 10 a.m.
until services at 11 a.m. Thursday, April 11,
2019 at Buxton & Bass Okeechobee Funeral
Home with Pastor Mike Bevis officiating.

Those wishing to leave a message of
condolence may sign the register book at,  
www.OkeechobeeFuneralHome.com

All arrangements are entrusted to the 
direction and care of the Buxton & Bass
Okeechobee Funeral Home, 400 North Par-
rott Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 34972.

Tommy Lamar Sills, 78
OKEECHOBEE — Tommy Lamar Sills 

died April 2, 2019. He was born July 13, 
1940 in Okeechobee to the late Harris and 
Lottie (Lowe) Sills. A lifetime resident of 
Okeechobee, he had been a commercial 
fisherman from 1959 to 1990. He enjoyed 
spending time with his friends at the VFW
and Eagles.  

Mr. Sills was preceded in death by his wife, 
Donna Faye Sills.

He is survived by his son, Tim Sills (Jew-
ell); daughter, Crystal White (Donnie), all 
of Okeechobee; six grandchildren; sixteen 
great-grandchildren; brothers, Jack and Leon; 
and sisters, Barbara Ann, Mabel, Shirley, and
Wilma.

Visitation will be at Evergreen Cemetery
from 10 a.m. until graveside services at 11 
a.m. Friday, April 12, 2019.

Those wishing to leave a message of
condolence may sign the register book at,
www.OkeechobeeFuneralHome.com

All arrangements are entrusted to the 
direction and care of the Buxton & Bass 
Okeechobee Funeral Home, 400 North Par-
rott Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 34972.

OKEECHOBEE — Sharon Sue Douglas died
April 6, 2019. She was born March 24, 1951
in Dayton, Ohio. A res-
ident of Okeechobee
for 40 years, she was 
a member of Westside
Christian Church. She 
was a pianist and en-
joyed crotcheting. Her
favorite television show 
was Barnwood Build-
ers; she’d often enjoy 
her Diet Pepsi and
chocolate covered pretzels while watching 
her show. She had co-owned ABBA Christian
Bookstore with her husband, Wilbur. Sharon
was truly “66 and holding,” as she would of-ff
ten say.

Mrs. Douglas was preceded in death by her 
husband, Wilbur Lee Douglas; and brother,
Jack Tatom.

She is survived by her children, Jason Allen 
Douglas (Stefanie) and Shawna Leigh Mc-
Cullers (Billy), all of Okeechobee; eight grand-
children; brother, Kenneth “Duke” Tatom
(Sue), of Palm Bay; best friend, Jackie Witt;
and caregiver, Shannon Hernandez, both of
Okeechobee.

Visitation will be 10 a.m. until services at 11
a.m. Saturday, April 13, 2019 at Buxton & Bass
Okeechobee Funeral Home. Interment will
follow at Evergreen Cemetery.

Those wishing to leave a message of
condolence may sign the register book at,  
www.OkeechobeeFuneralHome.com

All arrangements are entrusted to the 
direction and care of the Buxton & Bass
Okeechobee Funeral Home, 400 North Par-
rott Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida 34972.

,

Sign guestbooks at
http://www.legacy.com

Obituaries
 Obituaries should be submitted to 
the Lake Okeechobee News by emailing 
obits@newszap.com. Customers may 
also request photos and links to online 
guestbooks. A link to the obituaries is 
available at lakeokeechobeenews.com.

Glades County
Moore Haven City Council
Tuesday, April 16, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 299 Riverside Drive, 

Moore Haven
Agenda online at moorehav-

en.org

Okeechobee 
County Commission

Thursday, April 11, 9 a.m.
Historic Okeechobee County 

Courthouse
304 N.W. Second St., Room 

270
Agenda and meeting live 

online at co.Okeechobee.fl .us

Palm Beach County
SFWMD Governing Board
Thursday, April 11, 9 a.m.
3301 Gun Club Road
West Palm Beach
Online at sfwmd.gov

WEEK OF APRIL 8

YOUR Government 
WATCH

These upcoming meetings of 
local elected offi cials, scheduled 
during the next several weeks, 
are open to the public.

WEEK OF APRIL 15

Hendry County
Clewiston City Commission
Monday, April 15, 5:30 p.m.
City Hall, 115 W. Ventura 

Ave.
Agenda online at clewis-

ton-fl .gov

Palm Beach County
South Bay City Commission
Tuesday, April 16, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 335 S.W. Second 

Ave.
Online at southbaycity.com

Irma recovery help offered
SOUTH BAY — Catholic Charities is 

available to help residents bounce back 
from the impact of Hurricane Irma. 
There will be a Disaster Preparation and 
Recovery program on Friday, April 12, 
at Tanner Park, 105 Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd., from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Attendees will receive hurricane prepara-
tion kits (while supplies last) and helpful 
information. All residents are welcome.

Help with addiction recovery
BELLE GLADE — Become certifi ed in 

gambling addictions, newest innovation 
in gambling addiction and recovery, 
which is a strengths-based support for 
persons with gambling addictions or in 
recovery from gambling, or other addic-
tive behaviors. Come to Crossing Bridges 
of the Palm Beaches, 1100 N. Main St., 
Suite B, on Friday, April 12, from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. For more information, call 904-
373-8135 or 561-889-4815.

Register for adult ed 
BELLE GLADE — Registration for 

Adult Education Classes will be held 
from Monday, April 15, through Friday, 
April 16. Call 561-829-4620.



By Chris Felker
Lake Okeechobee News

MOORE HAVEN — Glades County 
commissioners pushed forward on two 
fronts to further septic-to-sewer con-
version efforts at their meeting Tuesday 
morning, April 9.

First they approved a request from 
the Lakeport Water Association Inc., or 
LWA — a private, nonprofit corporation 
that Glades County granted a franchise 
in 2010 to provide potable water to the 
community of Lakeport — to expand 
its services “to include the collection, 
treatment and distribution of wastewater 
services within the same territorial area.”

Then they bit the bullet and encum-
bered $122,333 of their 1-cent sales tax 
fund to cover Glades County’s half of a 
nearly quarter-million-dollar overrun in 
the final contract cost of the $1 million 
sewer project that is proceeding in Moore 
Haven proper with grants given to the 
City County Public Works Authority 
(CCWPA). The lowest bid on the project 
exceeded the state’s budget by nearly 
$245,000, and the CCPWA board accept-
ed it on March 31 and agreed to split the 
overage with the county.

The PRP Construction Group LLC 
bid $994,420 on that project, when the 
Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection had only about $750,000 in its 
construction budget. It includes sewer 
line installation on Avenues N, O and 
S and on Fourth Street in the city. The 
CCPWA board decided not to back off on 
road repairs afterward, which make up 
nearly half of the total cost.

About the Lakeport project, commis-
sioners were less reluctant when they 
learned the particulars of the LWA’s plan.

“This is essentially the first step in 
what we hope to be a series of steps to 
remove septic tanks out of the Lakeport 
area and get into a central sewer district. 
There are different ways that we may 
go; the second step ... is to then conduct 
a feasibility study, and we’ve already 
retained engineers Craig A. Smith and 
Associates, who we expect to provide us 
with those services,” said LWA attorney 
Steve Ramunni.

He described a couple of different 
scenarios they might enact: establishing 
their own system or expanding under 
their joint agreement with the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida (from which they buy 
water) to include wastewater treatment.

“In fact we’ve already had meetings 
preliminarily with tribal members on the 
Brighton Reservation, and they’re very 
receptive to working out a scenario,” 
he said. “They happen to be also in the 
process of expanding their wastewater 
treatment plant for an expected expan-
sion on the Brighton Reservation of per-
haps a hotel and other amenities, so the 
timing is right. Obviously, also by way of 
timing, so to speak: As we know, this is 
a very ripe subject with regards to water 
quality issues.

“We believe that in the end, we’ll 
accomplish better water quality in terms 
of what is considered to be an issue 
with Lake Okeechobee,” Mr. Ramunni 
went on, adding that the timing is good 
“for my client to obtain the necessary 
funding.”

He said the LWA Inc. already applied 
for financing of  the feasibility study, 
and said that for the future expansion 
to wastewater services, there “could be 
some sort of grant/loan package through 
the federal government or our state gov-
ernment.”

He stated that they are closely watch-
ing efforts in the Legislature this session 
to establish new ways in which Florida 
would help finance septic-to-sewer con-
version projects statewide, but especially 
in South Florida due to the much-dis-
cussed coastal water-quality issues and 
the ongoing work on the Herbert Hoover 
Dike that recently brought President 
Trump, Florida’s newly elected gover-
nor and numerous U.S. representatives, 
including both senators, to Canal Point 
for a visit.

“This is completely in line with we’re 
doing elsewhere already,” said Commis-
sioner John Ahern.

He then moved for the board to 
approve the LPA request, and Commis-
sioner Donald Strenth, who represents 
the area, seconded. The vote was unan-
imously in favor, and County Attorney 
Richard Pringle told the board, “This 
is the first stop, and the ordinance will 
come back to you.”

LWA attorney Ramunni explained that 
“this gives us the ability to go forward 
with the feasibility study,” for which 
they’ve already closed on financing with 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Chris Felker can be reached at cfelk-
er@newszap.com.
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Hwy 98 N. Okeechobee
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Call Big Lake 
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Glades County pushes  
septic-to-sewer switch 

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News

After Hours was a success
OKEECHOBEE — Okeechobee the Magazine hosted the March Chamber of 
Commerce After Hours event with magazine owner/publisher, David Jones, 
detailing his hopes and plans for the magazine now and in future years. 
These informative events, held for chamber members as well as the public, 
are a way to learn more about our local businesses. The chamber always 
provides a fun-time game which, this month, was the assembling of a picture 
puzzle cut out of a page from Okeechobee the Magazine, for which the win-
ning team won a prize.

Children’s Ranch hosts sale
Real Life Children’s Ranch, 7777 U.S. 

441 S.E., yard sale is open every week 
from Tuesday through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. They have many bargains. If 
you like to read, fill a bag with books for 
$1. Fill a bag of clothes for $1. For infor-
mation, call 863-763-4242.

Tax forms ready to pick up
OKEECHOBEE — Okeechobee Public 

Library, 206 S.W. 16th St., would like to 
announce it now has all tax documents 
and booklets available for the public. 
When you walk in you will be able to 
find them in a marked file cabinet on the 
right.

Free tax service offered
OKEECHOBEE — AARP TAXAIDE volunteers are offering free tax preparation and 

e-filing now through Tuesday, April 16, at the American Legion, 501 S.E. Second St. 
on Mondays and Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Doors will open at 8:45 a.m. and 
you must be signed in by 1:30 p.m. You must bring a photo I.D., Social Security cards 
for yourself and all dependents, last year’s tax return and all 2018 financial papers. No 
appointments necessary, it is first come first serve. Do not call the American Legion. 
For more information, please call Neile at 863-357-1694 or Sandy at 863-801-7281.
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Okeechobee County

Moose Lodge hosts events
OKEECHOBEE — The Moose Lodge 

will host the following events: On Wednes-
day, April 10, there will be five-card bingo 
from 5 to 7 p.m. On Thursday, April 11, 
legion bingo is canceled. On Saturday, 
April 13, there will be a dinner of chicken 
and yellow rice at 5 p.m. for $7. There will 
be music by Double D from 6 to 9 p.m. On 
Sunday, April 14, there will be breakfast 
from 8 to 9:45 a.m. and three-card bingo 
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Library hosts celebration
OKEECHOBEE — The public is invited 

to the 20th anniversary celebration of the 
Okeechobee County Public Library’s cur-
rent building, 206 S.W. 16th St., on Thurs-
day, April 11, at 6 p.m. Event features live 
music, food, photo booth and more. For 
information, call 863-763-3536.

Funeral education event set
OKEECHOBEE — Seawinds Funeral 

Home, 3833 S.E. 18th Terrace, would like 
you to attend its free “Ducks in a Row” 
educational program on Friday, April 12, 
at noon. Lunch will be served and you will 
learn how to go about planning your final 
arrangements. For more information, call 
863-357-7283.

Ride for Rights event set
OKEECHOBEE — The 19th Judicial 

Circuit, Victim’s Rights Coalition presents 
its annual Ride for Rights on Saturday, 
April 13. Ride to benefit the victims of 
Okeechobee and the Treasure Coast. Rid-
ers from surrounding counties can choose 
to start from Okeechobee County or Martin 
County. Onsite registration for Okeechobee 
will be at the Okeechobee Sheriff ’s Office, 
504 N.W. Fourth St., from 9 to 9:45 a.m. 
Kickstands up at 10 a.m. For those choos-
ing to start in Martin County onsite regis-
tration will be at Indiantown Sheriff ’s Sub-
station, 16550 S.W. Warfield Blvd., from 10 
to 10:45 a.m. and kickstands up when all 
motorcycles arrive at the sub-station. You 
may download a registration form from 
www.19JCVRC.org. For more information, 
call 863-634-0727 or 863-634-0651. You can 
also email at JJohnson@okeesheriff.com 
or bstark@okeesheriff.com.

VFW hosts bingo
OKEECHOBEE — VFW Post 4423, 300 

N.W. 34th St., will hold its Bingo Extrava-
ganza on Saturday, April 13, at 2 p.m. For 
information, call 863-763-0818.

Princess tea party planned
OKEECHOBEE — Our Village 

Okeechobee is hosting a tea party on Sat-
urday, April 13, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the 
Okeechobee High School Cafeteria, 2800 
U.S. 441. Wear your favorite princess dress 
and come have a good time before the 
play, “Beauty and the Beast.” There will be 
games, food, and fun. Tickets are $15 per 
princess and per adult or you can purchase 
a four-ticket family pack for $50. Tickets 
admit you to the tea party and the play. For 
more information, call 863-697-8718.

Disney play at OHS
OKEECHOBEE — Okeechobee High 

School Thespian Troupe 7319 presents Dis-
ney’s “Beauty and the Beast.” It will take 
place at the high school, 2800 U.S. 441, in 
the Lecture Hall at 7:30 p.m. on April 12 
and 13. Adult tickets are $10 and students 
get in for $5. For more information, call 
Miss Raulerson at 863-462-5025 ext. 8011.

D.A.R. meeting planned
OKEECHOBEE — The Okeechobee 

Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution have a meeting on Saturday, 
April 13, at 10 a.m. at the Okeechobee 
Public Library, 206 S.W. 16th St. Light 
refreshments will begin at 9:30 a.m.

S.A.R. hosts monthly meeting
OKEECHOBEE — The Okeechobee 

Chapter of the Sons of the American Rev-
olution will meet on Saturday, April 13, at 
Beef O’Brady’s, 608 S. Parrott Ave., at 11:30 
a.m.  Earl Taylor, from the Okeechobee 
Family History Center, will be the guest 
speaker. The public is welcome and invited 
to attend. If you have any questions, call 
Register, Gary Howard at 863-801-9730 or 
President, Gary Miles at 863-801-9872.

Glades County

Shoot for cash
MOORE HAVEN — Come out and shoot 

for cash on Thursday, April 11, at 6 p.m. 
at the Tenth Street Softball field. Its $10 
per round with a cash prize each round. 
Final round will have double the winnings. 
A special Ladies’ and Kids’ Round will 
also take place, with final round double 
winnings. Shells for 12 gauge, 20 gauge, 
and 410 provided. Shotguns will also be 
provided or bring your own. There will be 
hotdogs, chips and soda available for $5. 
Proceeds will benefit the Veterans Dinner 
and Moore Haven High School scholarship. 
For information, call 863-227-3381 or 863-
885-1138.

Lions Club meeting set
MOORE HAVEN — The Moore Haven 

Lions Club will hold a meeting on Thurs-
day, April 18, at 5:30 p.m. in the offices of 
the Sheriff ’ Department of Glades County, 
1297 S.R. 78. Plans are to be finalized for 
the Easter Sunrise Sausage and Pancake 
Breakfast; there is no charge, donations 
only, for the benefit of the Ronald Mc-
Donald Homes. All Lions and all other 
interested persons are urged to attend. For 
information, Kirby Sullivan-863-946-2556.

Easter Breakfast to be held
MOORE HAVEN — The Moore Haven 

Lions Club will sponsor the annual Easter 
Sunrise Sausage and Pancake Breakfast on 
Sunday, April 21, at Moore Haven Elemen-
tary School lunch room, 401 Terrier Pride 
Dr. S.W., from 7:30 to 9 a.m. There is no 
charge but donations will be accepted for 
the benefit of Ronald McDonald Homes.

Hendry County

Citywide Revival to be held
CLEWISTON — Faith Life Outreach 

Christian Kathedral will host a Citywide Re-
vival from Wednesday, April 10, through 
Friday, April 12, at 7:30 p.m. nightly at New 
Hope Deliverance Christian Ministries Inc., 
924 Georgia Ave. 

Food truck event set
LaBELLE — Barron Park House Art Gal-

lery, 471 N. Lee St., will host Chow Down 
Food Trucks on Thursday, April 11, from 5 
to 9 p.m.

Art extravaganza to be held
CLEWISTON — Clewiston High School 

and Clewiston Public Library, will be 
presenting an Art Extravaganza. Meet the 
artists on Thursday, April 11, from 5:30 to 
7 p.m. at the Library, 120 W. Osceola Ave. 
Displays will stay in the library until April 
21. Purchase a raffle ticket to win a desktop 
computer or make a donation. All pro-
ceeds will go to the Clewiston High School 
Art Department. For more information, call 
the library at 863-983-1493.

Kid’s auditions being held
LaBELLE — Firehouse Community 

Theatre, 241 Bridge St., will hold auditions 
for the children’s summer play, “Haphaz-
ardly Ever After: The Musical,” on Saturday, 
April 13, at 10 a.m. Children auditioning 
must be between the ages of 11 to 17 
and bring a monologue to read, as well 
as being prepared to sing a song of their 
choosing.

EES advisorory meeting set
CLEWISTON — Eastside Elementary, 

201 Arroyo Ave., will host a School Advisory 
Council meeting on Tuesday, April 16, at 6 
p.m. in the media center. For information, 
call 863-983-1560.

Library learning event set
CLEWISTON — U.S. Sugar will be cele-

brating the month of science by hosting an 
event at Florida B. Thomas Library , 1010 J. 
Harlem Academy Ave., on Thursday, April 
18, from 4 to 5 p.m. Learn about how 
sweet or sour water, lemon juice, OJ, soda, 
or sugarcane juice is. Science equipment 
and tools will be on display.

Palm Beach County

Go Glades info event is today
BELLE GLADE — Join The Glades 

Initiative, 141 S.E. Avenue C, and Palm Tran 
for an informational event highlighting Go 
Glades - Palm Tran’s newest transportation 
service in the Glades (provided in English, 
with Haitian Creole and Spanish interpret-
ers available). Come out on Wednesday, 
April 10, at 10 a.m.

Certification workshop set
BELLE GLADE — The Palm Beach 

County Office of Equal Opportunity will be 
hosting a “Get Read, Get Certified” work-
shop on Thursday, April 11, at 5:30 p.m. 
at the Belle Glade Library, 727 N.W. Fourth 
St. This workshop is designed to help the 
owners of small/minority/women-owned 
businesses become certified to do business 
with the county. For more information, 
email Angie Whitaker at awhitake@pbc-
gov.org or call 561-616-6840.

Public speaking workshop
BELLE GLADE — An Overcoming the 

Fear of Public Speaking workshop will 
be held on Thursday, April 11, from 2 to 
4:30 p.m. at The Glades Initiative, 141 S.E. 
Ave. C, for professional and community 
residents. RSVP is required and registration 
is free. For information, contact Shari J. 
Hanglan at 561-910-5069 or shanglan@
nonprofitsfirst.org.

Meet and greet to be held
PAHOKEE — There will be a meet and 

greet to introduce Community Connections 
for Life, CMHC, and its Youth in Preparation 
Program. It will be held Saturday, April 12, 
at 401 Shirley Drive, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m.
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Special to the Lake Okeechobee News

CLEWISTON — Hendry County Sheriff ’s 
Office deputies are examining video surveil-
lance recordings after some Hendry County 
School District employees were accused 
of engaging in inappropriate behavior with 
students.

Ravin Lee, a teacher at Clewiston High 

School, was accused of sending inappro-
priate photos electronically to students in 
February, reported Deputy Superintendent 
Robert Egley. Lee is no longer employed by 
the district.

Laurinda Barraza, a secretary at Clew-
iston High School, recently resigned after 
having been accused of sending inappro-

priate photos to students through Snapchat. 
She had been put on paid administrative 
leave before she sent in her resignation.

Parents reported incidents involving both 
staff members.

Also, a Clewiston Middle School visitor 
reportedly saw substitute teacher Taylor 
Cathlett and a student kissing.

“It’s unclear if she was being kissed or if 
she was doing the kissing,” Mr. Egley was 
quoted.

Cathlett was taken off the substitute 
teacher list and is “no longer employed 
with the school district,” he said.

“The district does not tolerate or con-
done this type of behavior,” Egley added.

Three Hendry County teachers under investigation

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News

BELLE GLADE — Members of the public 
are invited to attend the fourth annual 
Glades Citizen’s Criminal Justice Academy. 
Sessions will be held on four consecutive 
Mondays, with the exception of Memorial 
Day, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. on May 6, 13, 
20 and June 3, at the Belle Glade Library/
Civic Center located at 725 N.W. Fourth 
St. Belle Glade. The classes are free, and 
dinner will be served. Anyone over the age 
of 14 is welcome, and up to 12 hours of 
community service credit can be earned.

The purpose of the Citizen’s Criminal 
Justice Academy is to provide fundamen-
tal information to citizens of Palm Beach 
County regarding the criminal justice 
system and how decisions are made. Partic-
ipants will see demonstrations, meet with 
decision makers and tour the jail. It is a 
valuable opportunity to learn about proce-
dures, meet experts, ask questions and see 

facilities in person. The Palm Beach County 
Criminal Justice Commission, Palm Beach 
County Sheriff ’s Office and the Palm Beach 
County Office of Community Revitalization 
sponsor the academy. Additional sponsors 
include Healthier Belle Glade and Commu-
nity Partners.

On May 13, a special session will ad-
dress what to do if stopped by the police. 
On May 20, a community conversation 
will be held on race and criminal justice in 
Palm Beach County. Other topics include 
juvenile justice, cybercrime and mental 
health.

The first three years of the academy 
have been overwhelmingly successful with 
more than 65 participants graduating. Ap-
plications are required. For more informa-
tion and to apply, visit the Criminal Justice 
Commission website (under Programs), 
www.pbcgov.org/criminaljustice, call 
561-355-4943, fax 561-355-4941 or email at 
RMurray@pbcgov.org.

Glades Criminal Justice 
Academy to be held in May

By Cathy Womble
Lake Okeechobee News

While working a special detail at the 
Kaza Productions Mexican Rodeo on April 
7 at the Okeechobee Agricultural Center, a 
member of the Okeechobee Narcotics Task 
Force walked into the men’s restroom and 
reportedly saw a Hispanic man standing 
inside a stall, facing the door of the stall 
and snorting what appeared to be cocaine 
powder. 

The man, later identified as Silverio 
Baranda Chavez, 45, Clewiston, allegedly 
had a bag in his hand and white powder 
on both hands. As the officer watched to 
see what he was doing, a second man tried 
to warn him of the officer’s presence by 
telling him to stop.

The officer reported he 
told Chavez to stop what 
he was doing, at which 
point he saw Chavez 
throw the bag in the toilet 
before opening the door. 
Chavez was then arrested 
and the bag was collect-
ed from the toilet and 
field-tested for cocaine. 
The powder tested positive 
for cocaine, and two more 
bags were found in Chavez’ wallet. The 
first bag weighed 3.1 grams, and the other 
bags weighed 1.5 grams. All were turned 
in as evidence. Chavez was charged with 
possession of cocaine and tampering with 
evidence. His bond was set at $10,000.

Man accused of snorting  
cocaine at Agri-Civic Center

By Cathy Womble
Lake Okeechobee News

Early Sunday morning, April 7, OCSO 
Deputy Ryan Ammons was approached by 
a concerned citizen who told him of a man 
lying in the middle of State Road 70 East. 
At approximately 5 a.m., Deputy Ammons 
advised dispatch he was headed to check it 
out. When he arrived to the 2400 block of 
State Road 70 East, he found a 38-year-old 
Hispanic male lying in the roadway. He was 
not able to communicate properly because 
of the language barrier so Deputy Robert 

Gonzalez responded to assist. Deputy Gon-
zalez was able to get the man’s name and 
date of birth. He reportedly had a strong 
odor of alcohol coming from his body, and 
his words were slurred. In addition, Deputy 
Gonzalez noted small red bumps on his 
arms and asked if they hurt. When the man 
replied that they did, EMS was called to the 
scene, but the man refused treatment both 
at the scene and at the hospital.

He was transported to the Okeechobee 
County Jail and charged with disorderly 
intoxication. His bond was set at $500.

Deputy finds man lying 
in middle of highway

Crime Stoppers
Special to the Lake Okeechobee News

PALM BEACH COUNTY — Crime Stoppers of Palm Beach County 
needs your help in locating Keith Cobb aka KC, 26, black, male, 5 feet 8 
inches tall, 150 pounds, black hair, and brown eyes.

His last known address was on Muck City Road in Pahokee.
Cobb is wanted on a warrant for possession of scheduled I sub-

stance.
Anyone with information is urged to contact Crime Stoppers at 800-

458-TIPS (8477), or remain anonymous by downloading the new app 
“Connect & Protect,” “See Something Say Something” for any Apple or 
Android smartphone.

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News

BELLE GLADE — The Palm Beach County Sheriff ’s Office is advising 
the public about a declared Sexual Predator, Ian Tannenbaum, 40, who 
is now residing at 2600 W. Canal Street North, Apt. 101, Belle Glade, FL  
33430.

Tannenbaum is 6 feet 2 inches tall, 255 pounds, white, male, brown 
hair, and brown eyes.

Florida legislature House Bill 3737 requires The Palm Beach County 
Sheriff ’s Office to notifying all licensed day care centers located within a 
1-mile radius of the above address.

If you have any questions regarding this bulletin, contact the Palm 
Beach County Sheriff ’s Office at 561-688-3600.

Keith
Cobb

Ian
Tannenbaum

Sexual Predator Advisory

Silverio
Chavez

By Cathy Womble
Lake Okeechobee News

OKEECHOBEE — On Saturday, April 
6, off-duty Okeechobee County Sher-
iff ’s Office Deputy Stephen Pollock was 
attending a birthday party for a small child 
in a Southeast 44th Street home when he 
reportedly observed a woman walk out of 
her front door using a walker and turn left. 
He stated she then placed her butt against 
the wall of her residence, directly in front 
of the living room window of the home 
where the birthday party was being held. 
He said she raised her T-shirt and pulled 
her underwear down, and then pulled 
them to the side. Deputy Pollock said he 
could clearly see her private parts as she 
did this, and that it occurred in full view of 
several small children.

Deputy Pollock walked across the street 

and identified himself, showing her his 
identification and badge because he was 
in civilian clothing. She reportedly began 
yelling profanity at him when he tried to 
take her arm. The woman, identified as 
52-year-old Maryann Puglia, was arrested 
and charged with exposing sexual organs 
in public, disorderly conduct and resisting 
an officer with violence. Her bond was set 
at $3,000.

The report notes that on April 2, Deputy 
Michael Cauley took a complaint about 
her urinating on her front lawn in front of 
neighbors, and on April 6, Cpl. Bryan Lowe 
took a complaint for the same thing. She 
was warned each time to stop doing this, 
and a warrant for her arrest was submitted 
to the state attorney’s office because that 
incident did not occur in the presence of 
law enforcement.

Woman accused of indecent exposure
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Special to the Lake Okeechobee News/Cristina Hojara
On March 30, Landry Pitts (left) won first run-
ner-up and Kaley Underwood (right) won second 
runner-up for the 2019 Harvest Queen Pageant.

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News/Cristina Hojara
Peyton Pelham was crowned the 2019 Junior 
Harvest Queen.

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News/Cristina Hojara
BELLE GLADE — On March 30, Kennedy Des-
Rochers was crowned the 2019 Harvest Queen at 
the Dolly Hand Cultural Arts Center.

2019 Harvest Queen and her royal court reigns over Black Gold Jubilee
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Things to do this week
Friday, April 12

• Winery Comedy Tour, Summer 
Crush Winery, 4200 Johnston Road, Fort 
Pierce. Gates open at 5:30 p.m. with dinner 
available until 7 p.m. Show starts at 7 p.m. 
For information, go online to summer- 
crushwine.com.

• Live music by Jack Mosley, The 
Shanty at Okeechobee, KOA, 4276 U.S. 441
5., Okeechobee, 6 to 10 p.m. The public is 
welcome.

• Bear Tales and Other Grizzly Sto­
ries, Indian River State College, Hallstrom 
Planetarium, Building N, 3209 Virginia Ave, 
Ft. Pierce, 6 to 7 p.m. and 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Grampa tells the family about the bears in 
the sky and how they got their long tails. 
For information visit irsc.edu/calendar.

• Wind Ensemble/Instrumental 
Concert: A tribute to broadway, big band, 
and classical music, McAlpin Fine Arts Cen­
ter, Building T, Indian River State Collete, 
3209 Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce, 7 p.m. For 
information visit irsc.edu/calendar.

Saturday, April 13
• T.C. Carr & Bolts of Blue concert, 

Highlands Hammock State Park, 5931 
Hammock Road, Sebring, 7 to 9 p.m. For 
information, call 863-386-6094.

• Live music by Jack Mosley, The 
Shanty at Okeechobee, KOA, 4276 U.S. 441
5., Okeechobee, 6 to 10 p.m. The public is 
welcome.

• Chris Bellamy, Summer Crush Win­
ery, 4200 Johnston Road, Fort Pierce, 1 to 
5 p.m. For more information go online to 
summercrushwine.com.

• Nature Adventures, Jonathan Dick­
inson State Park, Kimbell Education Center, 
16450 S.E. Federal Highway, Hobe Sound,
10 to 11:30 a.m. Topics may include wild­
life, insects, freshwater ecology, scavenger 
hunts, paddling, nature hikes and more for 
all ages. For information go to floridastate- 
parks.org.

• Walk with a Park Ranger, Sebastian 
Inlet State Park, Sebastian Fishing Museum, 
14257 North A1 A, Vero Beach, 11 a.m. to 
noon. Learn about the local history, Se­
bastian Inlet, Indian River Lagoon and the 
plants and animals that inhabit the area. 
Meet at the Sebastian Fishing Museum. For 
information go to floridastateparks.org.

• Nana’s Naughty Knickers, High 
lands Little Theatre, 356 W. Center Ave,

Sebring, 7:30 p.m. Not suitable for children 
under 13. For information, go to highland- 
slittletheatre.org.

Sunday, April 14
• Shepherd King: The Story of the 

Bible, Alan Jay Wildstein Center for the 
Performing Arts, SFSC University Center Au­
ditorium, 600 W. College Drive, Avon Park,
7 p.m. For more information, visit sfscarts. 
org.

• Horsin’ Around in the Vineyard 
Pony Car Roundup, Summer Crush Win­
ery, 4200 Johnston Road, Fort Pierce, noon 
to 4 p.m. Celebrate the Birthday of the Mus­
tang, with models and generations from all 
over Florida gathering in the vineyard for 
this annual event. Free to spectators. Open 
to all classic and collectible Mustangs.
Show car check in 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. For 
more information, go online to summer- 
crushwine.com.

• Choir Concert, Indian River State 
Collete, McAlpine Fine Arts Center, Building 
T, 3209 Virginia Ave., Fort Pierce, 2 p.m.
An Afternoon of contemporary American 
choral music. For information, visit irsc. 
edu/calendar.

• Guided Hike at Hawk’s Bluff 
Trail, Savannas Preserve State Park Envi­
ronmental Education Center, 2541 S.E. Wal­
ton Road, Port St. Lucie, 10 a.m. to noon. 
Reservations required, call 772-398-2779.

• Walk with a Park Ranger, Sebastian 
Inlet State Park, Sebastian Fishing Museum, 
14257 North A1A, Vero Beach, 1 to 2 p.m. 
Enjoy a leisurely walk with a knowledge­
able Park Ranger. Learn about Sebastian 
Inlet State Park and the plants and animals 
that call it home. For information, email 
edward.perry@dep.state.fl.us or go to 
floridastateparks.org.

Monday, April 15
• Trapper Nelson Interpretive Tour,

Jonathan Dickinson State Park, 16450 SE 
Federal Highway, Hobe Sound, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. The 60-passenger Loxahatchee Queen 
III takes visitors on a one-and-a-half-hour 
tour of the river, with a stop at the restored 
1930s camp of Trapper Nelson, the “Wild- 
man of the Loxahatchee.” For more details 
about boat tours, call 561-746-1466. For 
information, call 772-546-2771 or 561-745- 
5551 or visit floridastateparks.org.

HENDRY REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

JYw Rotary

9th Annual 
Avon Park

Rotary 
Bluegrass

Blueberry 

festival

Saturday, April 27th 
10:00 A.M. -4:00 P.M.

Donaldson Park - Downtown Avon Park 
For more information visit our website 

at www.avonparkrotaryblueberryfestival.com

• Live bluegrass entertainment by Highway 41 South 11 AM - 3 PM

• BBQ Chicken Dinners Available

• Fresh blueberries will be on sale as well as various 
blueberry products including blueberry lemonade & desserts

• Kids Zone

• Original Arts & Crafts Vendors

&
REDEVELOF
Avon Park Community f à às*

Avon Pa

FULL SERVICE
DIAGNOSTIC
LABORATORY

The Convenience of a 
Lab Close to Home

Outpatient Collection Services

Clewiston at HRMC 
Monday - Friday 

6:30 am - 4:30 pm

LaBelle
Hendry Regional Convienant 

Care Center 
Monday-Friday 

8:00 am - 10:00 am

mailto:edward.perry@dep.state.fl.us
http://www.avonparkrotaryblueberryfestival.com
TECNAVIA
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Post #64
501 SE 2nd St 
Okeechobee 

763-5309

WEEKLY HAPPENINGS

 Feb. 11  - April 16
Mondays & Tuesdays

9AM - 2PM 

AARP 
Tax Service 

TUESDAY: 
 Meeting Day
S.A.L Meeting 

6pm

TACO WEDNESDAY 11-6
Margarita 

Special 
  MUSIC 3-6 JAY 

Thirsty Thursday 
FRIDAY: $6 Bargain Basket Dinner  5-8PM 

Choice of fi sh, shrimp, or chicken  in a basket
 or on a salad for $7. 

Music by “MEDICINE MAN” GW POOLE 5-8PM

MONDAY: 5 Card Bingo 1-3PM
LUNCH served at 12:30 PM

Food 11-6
Register for a $20 bar tab

Bloody  Marys 
$1.50

Bucket of Beer
$9

$1 Drafts 
ALL DAY

Food Available 
All Day

SUNDAY:     Bingo ~Doors Open 5PM
 Starts 6:30 PM  Kitchen 5:30 - 7:30PM

4-10

4-11

4-12

4-13

4-14

4-15

4-16

SATURDAY:   Spaghetti Dinner/Dance 5-8pm 
Sponsored by the Sons of the American Legion 

Homemade meat sauce, spaghetti, salad, 
dinner roll and dessert for a $6 donation. 
Music by D & K Karaoke.

NASCAR (Richmond) 
& College game day

Come tailgate with us!

Veterans News
Around the Lake

American Legion Post #64
OKEECHOBEE — The American Legion 

Post #64, 501 S.E. Second St., will host 
the following events: Fiesta Wednesday 
with margaritas and tacos will be held on 
Wednesday, April 10, from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. The grill will be open. Music by Jay 
from 3 to 6 p.m. Thirsty Thursday will be 
held Thursday, April 11, from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Lunch and dinner will be served from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Karaoke and Fish Fry Fri-
day night will be held on Friday, April 12, 
from 5 to 8 p.m. Choice of fish, shrimp or 
chicken in a basket or on a salad. Music by 
“Medicine Man” GW Poole from 6 to 9 p.m. 
The Sons of the American Legion will hold 
a spaghetti dinner and dance on Saturday, 
April 13, from 5 to 8 p.m. Homemade 
meat sauce and spaghetti, salad, dinner roll 
and dessert for a $6 donation. Music by D 
& K Karaoke. NASCAR (Richmond) & Col-
lege game day - tailgate with them! There 
will be $9 buckets of domestic beer. Bingo 

will be held on Sunday, April 14, at 6:30 
p.m. Doors open at 5 p.m. Kitchen open 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Five Card Bingo will 
be held on Monday, April 15, from 1 to 3 
p.m. with lunch served at 12:30 p.m. The 
Post will hold a S.A.L. meeting on Tuesday, 
April 16, at 6 p.m. Food will be available 
all day. For information, call 863-763-5309.

VFW to host events
OKEECHOBEE — VFW Post 4423, 300 

N.W. Fourth St., will host the following 
events: On Wednesday, April 10, there will 
be an eight-ball Pool League Tournament 
at 7:30 p.m. and the grill opens at p.m. 
On Friday, April 12, there will bingo at 2 
p.m., the grill will open at 5 p.m. and then 
Karaoke Capt. TP from 7 to 10 p.m. On Sat-
urday, April 13, there will be a bingo ex-
travaganza at 1 p.m. On Sunday, April 14, 
there will be a dinner of meatloaf, mashed 
potatoes or rice with peas, from 1 to 3 p.m. 
For more information, call 863-763-0818.
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lakeokeechobeenews.com/contests

Pull-Out
Bracket

Thank you 
to our 

contest sponsors!

 COLLEGE
   Basketball 

CONTEST

A Barber Shop 
& Salon

Serenity 
Massage

Antique 
Treasures, 

LLC

VFW 4423
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Round 1
March 21-22

Round 2
March 23-24

Round 3
March 28-29

Round 4
March 30-31

Round 5
April 6

Round 5
April 6 

Round 4
March 30-31

Round 3
March 28-29

Round 2
March 23-24

Round 1
March 21-22

Updated as of 5:00pm 4/9/19.

Find the updated bracket online throughout the 
contest!

N. Dakota St

 4 Florida State

 6 Buffalo 

3  Texas Tech

3  Texas Tech

3  Texas Tech

3  Texas Tech

3  Texas Tech

10  Florida

2  Michigan

1  Virginia

1  Virginia

1  Virginia

1  Virginia

1  Virginia
85-77

1  Virginia

9  Oklahoma

13  UC Irvine

6  Villanova

3  Purdue

10 Iowa

2 Tennessee

2 Tennessee

1 North Carolina

1 North Carolina

9 Washington

3  Purdue

3  Purdue

      12 Oregon

      12 Oregon

2  Michigan

 4 Florida State

12 Murray State

 2 Michigan State

 2 Michigan State

 2 Michigan State

 2 Michigan State

1  Duke

1  Duke

1  Duke

9  UCF

12  Liberty

6  Maryland

9  Baylor

3  LSU

1  Gonzaga

1  Gonzaga

1  Gonzaga

4  Virginia Tech

4   Virginia Tech

4 Kansas

11 Ohio State

2  Kentucky

2  Kentucky

2  Kentucky

7  Wofford

3 Houston

3 Houston

 5 Auburn

 5 Auburn

 5 Auburn

 5 Auburn

R. Patsy Financial Solutions

Rosanne Patsy,
Financial Professional

5355 Town Center Road, Suite 704
Boca Raton, Florida 33486
561-305-0781
rosanne.patsy@prudential.com

BUSINESS PHILOSOPHY
Whenever you face a financial challenge 
in life, it’s wise to seek the professional 
guidance of a Financial Professional 
to ensure you’ve considered all the 
factors that may affect your immediate, 
short- and long-term finanical goals. I 
believe financial wellbeing is achievable 
for everyone with a little guidiance and 
planning. Let me help you build your 
financial confidence.

QUALIFICATIONS
• Million Dollar Round Table Qualifier
• Leaders Conference Qualifier
• 23 Years in Financial Services Industry
• Licensed to sell Life & Health 
 Insurances in Florida
• Registered to offer Securities Products 
 in Florida

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
• Life Insurance
• Disability Income Insurance
• Long-Term Care Insurance
• Annuities
• IRAs and Educational IRAs
• Mutual Funds
• Business Continuation 
 Funding

• Executive Compensation 
 Funding
• Key Person Insurance
• Financial Planning Strategies
• Property & Casualty
• Asset Management
• Estate Planning Strategies
• Group Benefits

Life Insurance and Annuities are issued by The Prudential Insurance company of America, Pruco Life Insurance company (except in NY and/or NJ) and Pruco Life Insurance company of New Jersey (in NY and/or NJ. Rosanne 
Patsy offers securities products and services as a Registered Representative of Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco). R. Patsy Financial Solutions is not affiliated with Pruco. Other products and services may be offered through a 
non-Pruco entity. 1-800-201-6690. Disability income insurance, long-term care insurance, and life insurance and annuities issued by unaffiliated insurers are sold through Prudential Insurance Agency, LLC (PIA). Availability 
varies by carrier and state. Each Prudential company is located in Newark, NJ and is solely responsible for its own financial condition and contractual obligations.

All Day Happy 
Hour

Every Sunday 
 $1.25 drafts 
 $2 domestic cans
 $2.50 premium 
 beersGive Back Saturdays

Help us give back to Okeechobee!
 Join us on Saturdays for Food by Goodwill

4870 US Hwy 441 SE, 
Okeechobee

OPEN: Mon-Sat, 10am
OPEN: Sundays 1pm

Fresh 
Blue Point 

Oysters

tinfi shokeechobee

Come play 

& grab dinner

301 N. Parrott Ave. - 863-357-0722

Restaurant 
& Bar

Every Friday: 

8-Ball Tournament 8pm!
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Rosanne 
Patsy
Prudential 
Advisors
Score: 118

Jeff 
Kennedy
Back to 
Butch’s Bar
Score: 148

Dawn
Huddleston
A Barber’s Barber 
Shop & Salon
Score: 52

Bill 
Martin
VFW Post 4423
Score: 110

Dakota
Marchiano
Tin Fish
Score: 16

Jennifer 
Froman
Lake Okeechobee 
News

Score: 100

Keli
Trimnal
Lake Okeechobee 
News

Score: 16

Stephanie
Larson
Lake Okeechobee
News

Score: 196

Meet Our VIP Pickers!
After Final Round!

Kay 
Sheedy
Lake Okeechobee 
News

Score: 56

Tommy
Shorter
Lake Okeechobee 
News

Score: 40

Thank you to everyone who participated! Look for future contests on lakeokeechobeenews.com/contests!

Winners After All Rounds
Round 1
1st Place: Corey Wheeler - Back to Butch’s $10 Gift Card, Ticket for 2 Meals at VFW 4423 North Post’s 3rd 
Annual All Veterans Ride on April 6 
2nd Place: Kelley Smiley - $10 Antique Treasures Gift Card, Ticket for 1 Meal at VFW 4423 North Post’s 
3rd Annual All Veterans Ride 
3rd Place: Amanda Whidden - Ticket for 1 Meal at VFW 4423 North Post’s 3rd Annual All Veterans Ride 

Round 2
1st Place: Cindy Miller - 
Annual All Veterans Ride 
2nd Place: Marlin Jewel - $10 Antique Treasures Gift Card, Ticket for 1 Meal at VFW 4423 North Post’s 
3rd Annual All Veterans Ride
3rd Place: Kevin Ballew - Ticket for 1 Meal at VFW 4423 North Post’s 3rd Annual All Veterans Ride

Round 3
1st Place: Chris Bowen - 
Annual All Veterans Ride
2nd Place: Joey Willis- $10 Antique Treasures Gift Card & Grill Gift Pack
3rd Place: Bruce Ferrell - $10 A Barber’s Barber Shop & Salon Gift Card

Round 4
1st Place: Timothy Billstrom - $10 Back to Butch’s Gift Card, $10 Antique Treasures Gift Card
2nd Place: Kyle Triplett - $10 Antique Treasures Gift Card & Grill Gift Pack
3rd Place: Joey Willis - $10 A Barber’s Barber Shop & Salon Gift Card

Round 5 
1st Place: Maurice Tomlinson  
2nd Place: Chris Bowen $10 Antique Treasures Gift Card & Grill Gift Pack 
3rd Place: Greg Joyner 

Round 6 
1st Place: Greg Joyner $10 Back to Butch’s Gift Card $10 A Barber Shop & Salon Gift Card 
2nd Place Ed Van Etten $10 Antique Treasures Gift Card & Grill Gift Pack  
3rd Place Steve Richey 

Overall Winner Full Bracket 
1st Place Greg Joyner 
Back to Butch’s Bar Gift Card, $20 A Barber Shop & Salon Gift Card  
2nd Place Joey Willis 

Overall 16 Team Bracket 
1st Place: William Childers 

 
2nd Place George George

Overall 4 Team Bracket 
1st place Gwen York 

 
2nd Place June Heil 

 COLLEGE Basketball 

CONTEST

Kris
Schwartz
Lake Okeechobee
News

Score: 92

Jaime 
Limoges
Lake Okeechobee
News

Score: 120

Mayor
Dowling 
Watford
Score: 94

Richard
Marion
Lake Okeechobee 
News

Score: 108

 
                              

863-801-7809 863-634-3479
Like Us on 
Facebook

50 minutes 

$40
Swedish Massage 

Expires 4/30/19
Expires 4/30/19

Reg. Price  $20

Hair Cut  
$13

wash, cut, color, style, blow dry

www.okeechobeeantiques.com
google: ANTIQUE TREASURES LLC 863-254-1950

Antiques Treasures, LLC

AB3787    AU 0411

AUCTION APRIL 13TH

SATURDAY 6PM

Royal’s Plaza • 119 S.E. 8th Avenue • 131 SE 8th Avenue • Okeechobee
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1855 SW 53rd St. • Okeechobee, FL 34974
863.763.3378

The Oasis Lounge is open to 
members and the public from 
6 to 10pm every Friday night.

The Shrine Club is available for 
lease for special events. 

Interested parties should contact 
Keith Tomey at 863.634.2682

AMARA

AMARA Temple and Okeechobee Shrine 
Club are now under

on Tuesday evenings 
during the summer

Live 
Entertainment/Karaoke

DINNER
SPAGHETTIgovernmental, recreational and public in-

terests. Since the election, every meeting of 
the forum that was on the regular meeting 
calendar has been canceled.

Items on the April 11 agenda also 
include the cattle grazing lease on 10,804 
acres of state-owned land within the 
Kissimmee Chain of Lakes project area in 
Osceola County. The district currently leases 
the land to Bronsons LLC for low-density 
cattle grazing. Low-density grazing is one 
animal per 27 acres. The lease expires on 
April 20. Staff recommends extending the 
lease for approximately 20 months.

The governing board will also be asked 
to enter into a three-year, $235,000 contract 
with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission for the purpose of 
evaluating largemouth bass movement, 
fish density, growth rates and management 
targets in the Kissimmee River. According 
to the staff report, the local sponsor for the 
Kissimmee River Restoration Project, the 
district is responsible for carrying out the 
baseline and post-construction ecological 

studies and evaluations of the project. 
Comprehensive fish studies are required to 
assess progress toward restoration goals 
and provide data to inform future opera-
tions of the Kissimmee project.

Workshop meeting today
At their March meeting, the all-new 

South Florida Water Management District 
governing board voted to bring back work-
shop meetings. The first workshop meeting 
is set for April 10, at 1 p.m. at the SFWMD 
office in West Palm Beach. In addition to 
the governing board and SFWMD staff, the 
workshop will include a panel of invited 
guests who will be allowed to participate in 
the discussion, including: Lt. Col. Jennifer 
Reynolds of the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Tom MacVicar of MacVicar Con-
sulting, Tommy Stroud of the Lake Worth 
Drainage District and Tom VanLent of the 
Everglades Foundation.

SFWMD Executive Director Drew Bartlett 
will act as facilitator for the meeting, taking 
written questions from the public in atten-
dance at the meeting.  If the question is 
not addressed during the presentation, the 
members of the public may speak during a 
limited public comment period.

EAA
Continued From Page 1

Lake Okeechobee News/Richard Marion
The level of Lake Okeechobee dropped to 11.78 feet on April 9. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers hopes to lower the lake below 11 feet in order to allow the 
grass to regrow around the edges of the lake before the rainy season starts.



By Chris Felker
Lake Okeechobee News

OKEECHOBEE — When 
a person talks about going to 
a certain place and “seek-
ing my fortune,” he or she 
usually means just finding a 
good, comfortable living, not 
actually expecting to get rich. 
One can always hope, but for 
most folks, some level of fi-
nancial security eventually suffices and they 
grow old while hoping to arrive at some 
happily fulfilled spot someday.

For others, they find their fortune in rich-
es that go far beyond the pocketbook and 
much closer to their actual soul. Such is the 
story behind the contagious cheeriness of 
Terrie Birkett, who’s been proprietor of J&S 
Fish Camp on central Lake Okeechobee 
for about four years. (Its mailing address 
is Okeechobee but, as in other locales 
around the lake, J&S is not even inside 
Okeechobee County. It’s 2 miles south of 
the county line along U.S. 441 in Martin 
County.)

Says Ms. Birkett proudly: “J&S is THE 
oldest fish camp in the State of Florida. 
We’re the oldest business and the cool-
est, too.” Officially dated back to 1921, it 
actually already was established as a Lake 
O outpost back then, when the dike was 
just a low mound of dirt partly covered with 
brush and trees. “So they know she’s over 
100 years old. And that’s when I bought 
her in 2015. Now, the cabins out here — 
there’s five cabins — they were built by the 
Corps of Engineers in 1929 when the ‘dike’ 
breached in 1928, so that’s how far she 
goes.

“Most people came here just to fish. I’m 
sure there was bootlegging going on, but 
there was no actual bar. It was basically a 
place where you’d plop your ol’ ass and go 
fishin’.”

That’s what drew her. She sought her 
fortune on this particular lake, saying, “We 
are connected to Lake O because of fishing. 
This is the bass capital. So a lot of people 
come here just to go fishing.

“I bought this camp because I grew 
up going to fish camps all the way up and 
down the west coast. From St. Petersburg, 

we went all the way up to Ho-
mosassa Springs, up almost 
to Suwanee. ... So I bought 
this to go back to my child-
hood. And it’s a cool place. 
You know what the best part 
about it is? People know 
when you come here, you 
become part of this — this 
big, massive, lovin’ mess. It’s 
a wonderful family.”

“She” is the camp; Terrie 
speaks of her lovingly as though she’s alive. 
Which she is, in a way. To all those who vis-
it, especially the kids, certainly. And Terrie 
wants “her” to remain so. “She’s historical, 
too, did you know that?” Ms. Birkett re-
ceived the letter about 10 months ago, she 
said, recognizing J&S’s placement on the 
National Register of Historic Places. “She 
was that old. But it’s long overdue.” Eventu-
ally there will be a plaque on the premises 
and it’ll be put on the official map.

Ms. Birkett previously lived in Annapolis, 
Md., for 30 years, working in real estate, 
for Mercedes-Benz and as a contractor 
and agent for The Washington Post. She’s 
from St. Pete originally and declares “I’m a 
Florida child.”

What would she be doing if she weren’t 
here? “You know what? If I wasn’t here 
I’d be lost. This place grounds you. This is 
like, I’m not kidding … the air here is so 
electric, it’s unbelieeeeevable. We just did a 
benefit. And all of a sudden, out of the blue 
— actually, I do the Dysfunctional Family 
Reunion; I have it every year, because if you 
feel normal, don’t come; we know we’re 
screwed up, and we’re good. — there’s this 
guy named Buddy Yates in town, he’s got 
cancer, so I got a benefit (March 30-31). I 
pitched in to this benefit, so we did a dunk 
tank with all the bartenders. We got 10 girls 
out here to go into the dunk tank, and all 
the people started bidding on them, and we 
raised, just from the dunk tank, $2,600. But 
because it’s a community, they all pitch in.

“They come from Miami, Stuart, Jupiter; 
you name it, they come from all over. They 
come because they know that this is the 
place to be because it’s different, and it 
gets you that. There’s no pretense here … 
we don’t care. You can come in; as long as 
‘something’ is covered, we’re good. Kids 
are allowed here; dogs are allowed here.”

What, if anything, ever could drive her 
away? “Big industry coming here. I don’t 
want it. We’re literally five miles, maybe 
six, from any real people.” Although much 
of the land along Conners Highway (441) 
nearby is zoned for commerce, “without 
public water, they’ll never bring it here. 
That’s the only reason that won’t happen.”

She’s very dismayed about what politi-
cians and “experts” have done to Lake O 
since the 1990s, heartbroken by the evident 
maleficent effects of human engineering on 
Mother Nature’s water system and envi-
ronment, especially the explosion of algae 
blooms in the past 20-some years.

To Terrie Birkett, coming here wasn’t 
just a lifetime dream. “You know, this is my 
childhood. I’ll be here all my life. I’m going 
to put her in trust, if I end up doing that 
(staying here). So she never disappears. So 
she’s always here.”

J&S Fish Camp rides on the lake’s health
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All Day Happy Hour
Every Sunday 

 
    $1.25 drafts 
    $2 domestic cans
     $2.50 premium beers

Tiki Bar
 Open!

  Give Back Saturday
NON PROFIT

 for the month of April
I’M A PATIENT NOT A CRIMINAL.ORG

April 6 & April 13, 1-3pm Dr. Kumar 
Radiation Oncology at Big Lake Cancer Ctr

April 20, 5-7pm - Daniel Meara, 
Owner of Sunshine Vape & Coffee Shop 

Aprl 27,  1-4pm Irvin Rosenfeld, 
Longest surviviing Federal Medical 

Cannabis Patient in the United States

organization and would like to partner 
with us please call 561-308-5919

4870 US Hwy 441 SE, Okeechobee
OPEN: Mon-Sat, 10am
OPEN: Sundays 1pm

Live Music 

IS MEDICAL
    CANNABIS RIGHT     

 FOR YOU?

Lake Okeechobee News/Chris Felker
Eva Perry (left), Gator Hole Tavern 
owner Terrie Birkett’s right-hand lady 
and a full-time barista at J&S Fish 
Camp, says customers love the tiki hut 
shelter behind the bar.

Lake Okeechobee News/Chris Felker
A framed photograph of J&S Fish Camp from the 1970s is on one wall inside 
the bar.
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Statewide License #CAC058675

863-467-1545
MillersCentralAir.com  

†The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases 
charged with approved credit. The special terms APR will continue to apply until all qualifying purchases are paid in full. The monthly payment for this 
purchase will b the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal payments during the promotional (special terms) period. The APR for Purchases 
will apply to certain fees such as a late payment fee of if you use the card for other transactions. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. 
If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This information is accurate as of 1/1/2019 and is subject to 

change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 5/15/2019.
**See your independent Trane Dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Special financing offers OR instant rebates up to $1000 

valid on Qualifying Equipment only. Offers vary by equipment. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited.

100% Customer Satisfaction is Our Mission!

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News

STUART — Southeast Florida Hon-
or Flight’s first flight of 2019 will honor 
veterans from three different wars: WWII, 
the Korean War and the Vietnam War. The 
Stuart-based, 100% volunteer organization 
conducts four Honor Flights per year to 
transport local war veterans to Washington, 
D.C., to visit and reflect at the memorials 
built to honor their service and sacrifices.

This April flight will be the second time 
the organization has dipped into their 
Vietnam War veteran list to honor those 
service members on the one-day trip to 
Washington, D.C. Veterans on the South-
east Florida Honor Flight waiting list are 
called in chronological order of wars in 
time and date of receipt of application, with 
top priority given to WWII and terminally 
ill veterans of any war. As of April 8, there 
were 81 total veterans scheduled to be 
honored on the April 13 Honor Flight — 13 
from WWII, 60 from the Korean War and 
eight from the Vietnam War.

The day that many veterans say is one 
of the best days of their lives begins early 
with a 4:30 a.m. check-in of veterans, their 
guardians and Honor Flight crew at Palm 
Beach International Airport. The chartered 
American Airlines Airbus 321 flies into DCA 
where the group boards four, police-es-
corted motor coaches. The day’s agenda 
includes visits to the Air Force Memorial, 
Arlington National Cemetery for the Chang-
ing of the Guard Ceremony, the World War 
II Memorial, the Korean War Memorial and 

the Vietnam War Memorial. From begin-
ning to end, the day is filled with thanks, 
appreciation and tribute to their service.

Many of these veterans never received a 
thank you or a welcome home when they 
returned home from the wars. Honor Flight 
changes all that with Operation Homecom-
ing — a big, heart-warming, red, white and 
blue welcome home for the veterans when 
they return to Palm Beach International Air-
port. The public is invited and encouraged 
to come show their gratitude by welcoming 
the veterans home from Washington on 
the evening of Saturday, April 13. Opera-
tion Homecoming takes place on Level 2, 
Concourse A/B.

The Honor Flight is scheduled to arrive 

at 8:20 p.m. from DCA. Please note the 
arrival time is one hour later than last year’s 
flights. Early arrival is suggested.

Bring family and friends, flags, “Thank 
You” and “Welcome Home” signs and 
cheers. Shake hands with these heroes. 
This patriotic welcome home is the icing 
on the cake of a day that most veterans 
say ranks with the day they were married 
and the birth of their children. The Palm 
Beach County Firefighters Pipes & Drums 
will be leading our veterans to Operation 
Homecoming, creating quite the emotional 
presentation of the veterans. We are also 
fortunate to have the Generation Gap Band 
playing a few songs to celebrate our veter-
ans, the crowd and our country. For more 

information on Operation Homecoming, 
please call 1-855-FLYAVET (855-359-2838).

Southeast Florida Honor Flight, part 
of the National Honor Flight Network, 
is one of nine Honor Flight chapters in 
Florida, with another chapter just to the 
south called Honor Flight South Florida. 
Southeast Florida Honor Flight, based in 
Stuart, serves veterans in Indian River, St. 
Lucie, Martin, Okeechobee and Palm Beach 
counties. Honor Flight South Florida serves 
veterans in Broward, Dade and Monroe 
counties.

. If you are, or if you know of a WWII, 
Korean War or Vietnam War veteran who 
would like to take their Honor Flight, please 
either call 1-855-FLYAVET (855-359-2838).

Honor Flight pays tribute to American veterans

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News
Pictured above are the veterans who were escorted to Washington D.C. on the Oct. 13, 2018 Honor Flight. 
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 Employment -
 Full Time 

 Employment -
 Full Time 

Centro Campesino Inc. is seeking
licensed Carpentry, HVAC, General 
Contractors and Plumbing Contractor 
to bid on the Weatherization Assis-
tance Program. Interested contrac-
tors please contact (305) 245-7738

-

Advanced Practice Registered Nurse 
(APRN)

This is a part time position that provides spe-
cialized public health nursing care with the 
primary focus on preventative care, family 
planning and communicable diseases for the
DOH-Okeechobee. Responsible for health 
promotion and disease prevention as well as
management of clients with acute and chronic 
health conditions.

Submit application to:
com/job/OKEECHOBEE-OPS-ADVANCED-/j /

PRACTICE-REGISTERED-NURSE-64911219-
FL-34972/546411000// /

EEO/AA/VP Employer

 Employment -
 Part Time 

 Employment -
 Part Time 

PT HOUSEKEEPING
Lykes Bros. Inc. – Ranch Division is in 

need of PT Housekeeping. Housekeeping 

Kitchen in proper order. 

hours a week. 

under the career tab or in person at
 or

.

 Employment -
 Full Time 

 Employment -
 Full Time 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE
Now Hiring

FULL-TIME MAINTENANCE OPERATOR

Major Job Function: Performs skilled and/
or semi-skilled operation of some heavy 
duty construction equipment, tractors, trac-
tor-mower, small truck, dump truck, other
light automotive equipment, and hand tools 
in connection with street maintenance, repair,
and drainage control.

Deadline is Thur., Apr. 18, 2019, 4:30 PM.
See website for Job Description and Appli-
cation packet, or in person at City Hall, City 

candidates are required to pass a background 
screening and a physical.

EEO/ADA/GINA/VP/DFWP

Estimator needed for General Contractor in the
Okeechobee area. Must be knowledgable in Commer-rr
cial and Residental Construction, must be able to work 
without supervision and submit proposals on time. 
Microsoft Word, excell and project schedule is required. 

Salary will be determined by experience. 
Please send resume by fax to 863-824-6728 or 

email: lynne.jconroyconst@yahoo.comy j y @y

 Auctions

AUCTION
Every Friday & 

Saturday nights at 5:30
917 SW Park St.

(Behind Eli’s Western Wear)
Quality Consignments 

Accepted.
Watford Auction 

10% BP
863-697-8906

AU1843 AB1583 

We Buy Estates
Antiques, Collectibles,

Household, Tools, 
Jewelry and etc.

Call 863-697-8906    

 Garage/
 Yard Sales 
OKEECHOBEE - 13982 

SW 144th Parkway, Fri. 
4/12, Sat. 4/13 & Sun. 

4/14, 8am-? 
MOVING/YARD SALE!

Furn., tools, fishing gear, 
HH & much more!

 Employment -
 Full Time 

NOW HIRING
Bookkeeper

Best Built Homes
517 SW Park St.

Call for an appointment 
863-634-7781

NOW HIRING
Carpenters and Helpers

Best Built Homes
517 SW Park St.

Call for an appointment 
863-634-7781

 Business
 Opportunities 

NOTICE

Independent Newspa-
pers will never accept
any advertisement 
that is illegal or consid-
ered fraudulent. In all
cases of questionable
value, such as prom-
ises of guaranteed 
income from work-at-
home programs - if it
sounds too good to 
be true, chances are 
that it is. If you have 
questions or doubts
about any ad on these
pages, we advise that 
before responding or
sending money ahead
of time, you check 
with the Better Busi-
ness Bureau at 772-
878-2010 for previous
complaints.

Some 800 and 900
telephone numbers
may require an extra
charge, as well as long
distance toll costs. 
We will do our best 
to alert our reader of
these charges in the 
ads, but occasionally
we may not be aware
of the charges. There-
fore, if you call a num-
ber out of your area,
use caution.

Find it faster. Sell it sooner
in the classifieds

 TIRED OF
STAYING IN A 
MOTEL, NICELY 
FURNISHED 1 & 
2 BEDROOM VA-AA

CATION RENTALS 
ON  KISSIMMEE 

RIVER, AVAILABLE 
NIGHTLY, WEEK-KK

LY, MONTHLY 
SMALL PET 
WELCOME

(863)467-4371

 Apartments
BELLE GLADE Reno-

vated 2BR., 1BA. plus 
bonus room. $750 mo. 
No pets. 305-487-2850  
LAKEPORT APART-
MENT, 3BD/1BA, YARD, 

$900.00/MO. 
1ST AND SECURITY, 
$100 WATER DEPOSIT, 
$300 ELEC. DEPOSIT. 

SORRY NO PETS. 
CALL 863-532-5073  

Shop here first!
The classified ads

Now Renting 
Sugar Country 

Apartments

$99 MOVE IN
SPECIAL – MOVE IN 

BY 4/30/19
Available for
Immediate 
Occupancy

626 West Avenue
SW, Moore Haven

occupy new
affordable

units, starting at
$512 for 1BR and

$629 for 2BR 
apartments

Income limits apply. 
Phone 863-946-
6600 or email 

sugarcountryapts@g y p @
centurylink.nety

for a rental 
application. 

Equal Housing 
Opportunity 

Provider

 Houses - Rent 
River Oak Acres Airpark  

Beautiful 3 Bed / 2 Bath 
/ 2 Car Garage / + Bo-
nus Room, Large Patio, 
Extra Clean, New Paint, 
New Carpet, No Pets, 
Non-Smokers, Runway 
Privileges & Grass Tie-
down. Just Off 70 West 
at Kissimmee River 
(10 minutes to town) 
$2,000 mo.  Call (239) 
250-1110 for details and 
pictures.

 

FOR RENT 
OFFICE/WAREHOUSE, 

APPROXIMATELY 
2300 SQUARE FEET. 
105 NW 7TH AVE. 
CALL 863-634-5207  

 Waterfront
 Rentals

 BUCKHEAD RIDGE 
YEARLY RENT-
ALS AVAIABLE, 
COMPLETELY 

FURNISHED, NO 
PETS MUST HAVE 

REFERENCES. 
CALL FOR DETAILS 

863-763-6086 

 Land - Sale 
ALMOST 8 ACRES in 

LAKE PLACID
Leisure Lakes area. 
Near Lake June.

$ 58,800.
Jean Deuth - Lake & Land 

Realty of Highlands, Inc.
(863) 414 - 5326
(863) 414 - JEAN

MOORE HAVEN
Frontage

- on Rt. US #27, 
DEVELOPMENT 
SITE 2 ACRES

ENTIRE
CITY BLOCK

Zoned commercial.
Adjacent to court 

house, high
school, etc.  

APARTMENT SITE
(8 units) Near river. 

Walk to school. 
Townhouses or

Rental Apartments. 
Call owner
for details

863-673-5071  

Reading a newspaper helps
you plan your time wisely.

No wonder 
newspaper readers

enjoy life more!

Sign guestbooks at
http://www.legacy.com
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 Public Notice  Public Notice 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION
CASE NO. 472018CA000314CAAXMX

PALM VILLAGE RANCH HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC., A FLORIDA 
NOT FOR PROFIT CORPORATION,
   PLAINTIFF,
V.
SHELTON A. TAYLOR, ET AL.,
    DEFENDANTS.

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure  

dated March  20, 2019, and entered in Case No. 472018CA000314CAAXMX
of the CIRCUIT COURT OF THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT in and for
Okeechobee County, Florida, wherein PALM VILLAGE RANCH HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION, INC. is Plaintiff, and SHELTON A. TAYLOR; DIANE M. TAYLOR; 
UNKNOWN TENANT #1 IN POSSESSION OF SUBJECT PROPERTY and UN-
KNOWN TENANT #2 IN POSSESSION OF SUBJECT PROPERTY are Defen-
dants, I will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash:
At the Okeechobee County Judicial Center, second floor, Jury As-ss

sembly Room, 312 N. W. Third Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972, the
Clerk’s street address for auctions, at 11:00 AM, on the 8th day of 
May, 2019 the following described property as set forth in said Final Judg9 -
ment, to wit:

Lot 79 of PALM VILLAGE RANCH, according to the Plat there-
of recorded in Plat Book 6, Pages 34 and 35, Public Records of 
Okeechobee County, Florida.
A/K/A: 4400 SW 9th Way, Lot 79, Okeechobee, FL 34974

A PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE SALE, IF 
ANY,  OTHER THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE LIS 
PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS AFTER THE SALE.
DATED this 21st day of March, 2019.

SHARON ROBERTSON,
as Clerk of said Court
BY: Sandra L. Creech

As Deputy Clerk
BECKER & POLIAKOFF, P.A.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
K. Joy Mattingly, Esq. Florida Bar#17391
1 East Broward Blvd., Suite 1700 Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
Phone: (954) 985-4102/Fax: (954) 987-5940
Primary: cofoservicemail@beckerlawyers.com
326420 ON 4/10,17/2019

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES FOR THE HENDRY COUNTY JAIL

AND JAIL ANNEX PROJECTS 

RFQ No.  2019-15

Opening Date and Time: May 1, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.

Hendry County is seeking firms interested in providing construction manage-ee
ment services in connection with construction projects for the Hendry County 
Jail and Jail Annex.  Firms submitting must have expertise in construction man-
agement services, construction, and construction engineering and inspection
services.  Proposers shall have all services available in-house or may propose
multiple firms, which have joined together to provide the various required 
disciplinary services in order to offer a complete submission.  Individuals and
firms properly registered in the State of Florida are encouraged to submit their
qualifications for consideration.  All submittals (see Part IV, Submission Require-ee
ments) received in response to this RFQ will be reviewed by a County Evaluation
Committee.  In order to be considered, submittals must be received by the
Board of County Commissioners at the C. E. Hall Building (Clerk’s Office) in
the Hendry County Courthouse Complex, 25 E. Hickpochee Avenue, LaBelle,
Florida by 2:00 p.m., May 1, 2019 at which time all responses to this request will 
be recorded in the presence of one (1) or more witnesses.

A copy of the Instructions and RFQ Documents can be obtained from the 
Hendry County Administration, by email at tracy.nobles@hendryfla.nety @ y , onlinet
at www.hendryfla.net, or by calling (863) 675-5220.  Instructions and RFQ doc-cc
uments will be emailed upon request.

The solicitation does not commit Hendry County to award any contracts, to pay
any costs incurred in the preparation of a response to this RFQ, or to contract
for any services.  The County reserves the right to reject any or all submittals re-ee
ceived as a result of this solicitation, or to cancel in part or in its entirety this RFQ,
if it is in the best interest of the County to do so.  The County may re-procure at 
the discretion of the Board.

Hendry County is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.

Si necesita la assistencia de un interprete que hable espanol para participar un
esta reunion, por favor pongase en contacto con Patricia Ayala  (863) 675-5220.
CN 4/3,10,17,24 CB 4/4,11,18,25/2019

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR HENDRY COUNTY, FLORIDA

 CASE NO.: 2018CA000299

FLAGSTAR BANK, FSB,
     Plaintiff,
vs.
JASON BIRCHFIELD,
     Defendants.

CLERK’S NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS GIVEN that, in accordance with the Final Judgment of Foreclosure

entered on March 19, 2019 in the above-styled cause, I will sell to the highest
and best  bidder  for  cash  on  May 8, 2019 at 11:00 A.M. EST at 312 Northwest  
3rd Street,  Okeechobee, FL 34972, 2nd Floor, Okeechobee County Judicial 
Center, in  the Jury Assembly Room,  the following described property:

LOTS 5 AND 6, BLOCK 25, NORTHWEST ADDITION, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 
25, PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA.

    Property address: 1009 NW 3RD ST, OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 34972
ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE SALE,

IF ANY, OTHER THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE LIS 
PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE SALE.
Dated: March 19, 2019.

SHARON ROBERTSON, CLERK 
                                                                        OKEECHOBEE COUNTY
                                                                        BY: Sandra L. Creech
                                                                        Deputy Clerk

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation 

in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact Court
Administration, 250 NW Country Club Drive, Suite 217, Port St. Luc-cc
ie, FL 34986, (772) 807-4383 at least 7 days before your scheduled 
court appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification if 
the time before the scheduled appearance is less than 7 days; if you 
are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
326071  ON 4/10,17/2019 

 Public Notice  Public Notice 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWENTIETH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR HENDRY COUNTY, FLORIDA

-PROBATE DIVISION-
Case No.: 19000022GA

IN RE: THE GUARDIAN ADVOCACY OF:
ALYSSA NOELLE PRINGLE,

          Ward.

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR GUARDIAN ADVOCACY

TO:  Joshua Nunley at 611 W Matthews Street, Lot #27, Chillicothe, IL 61523

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Petition to Appoint Guardian Advocate has been 
filed  in  the above case. You are required to serve a copy of your written de-e
fenses, if any, to it on Mary Beth Pringle, c/o Kirushanthy Balachanthiran, Esq., 
Florida Rural Legal Services, Inc. whose address is 3210  Cleveland Ave.,  Ste  # 
101,  Ft.  Myers, FL 33901  on  or  before May 10, 2019,  and file the original of 
the written defenses with the clerk of this Court at Hendry County Courthouse,
25 E. Hickpochee, LaBelle, FL 33935 before service on Petitioner or immediately
thereafter,  giving  notice within 20 days after service of this notice, as required
by Rule 5.040(a), exclusive of the day of service. Failure to serve written defens-ss
es as required may result in a judgment or order for the relief demanded in the
pleading or motion, without further notice.
The action is asking the court to decide on the Petition for Guardian Advocacy

of ALYSSA NOELLE PRINGLE.
Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are

available at the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. You may review 
these documents upon request.
You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of your 

current address.  Future  papers in this lawsuit will be mailed or 
e-mailed to the address(es) on record at the clerk’s office.
Dated:   3-29-19

                                          CLERK OF THE ClRCUIT COURT
                                                                    By: J. Bevis
                                                                    Deputy Clerk
328356 LO 4/10,17/2019

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWENTIETH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR HENDRY COUNTY, FLORIDA

-PROBATE DIVISION-
Case No.: 19000023GA

IN RE: THE GUARDIAN ADVOCACY OF:
 KAITLYN NICOLE PRINGLE,
          Ward.

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR GUARDIAN ADVOCACY

TO:  Joshua Nunley at 611 W Matthews Street, Lot #27, Chillicothe, IL 61523

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Petition to Appoint Guardian Advocate has been 
filed  in  the above case. You are required to serve a copy of your written de-e
fenses, if any, to it on Mary Beth Pringle, c/o Kirushanthy Balachanthiran, Esq., 
Florida Rural Legal Services, Inc. whose address is 3210 S. Cleveland Ave.,  Ste
# 101,  Ft.  Myers, FL 33901  on  or  before May 10, 2019,  and file the original of 
the written defenses with the clerk of this Court at Hendry County Courthouse,
25 E. Hickpochee, LaBelle, FL 33935 before service on Petitioner or immediately
thereafter,  giving  notice within 20 days after service of this notice, as required
by Rule 5.040(a), exclusive of the day of service. Failure to serve written defens-ss
es as required may result in a judgment or order for the relief demanded in the
pleading or motion, without further notice.
The action is asking the court to decide on the Petition for Guardian Advocacy

of KAITLYN NICOLE PRINGLE.
Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are

available at the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. You may review 
these documents upon request.
You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of your 

current address.  Future  papers in this lawsuit will be mailed or 
e-mailed to the address(es) on record at the clerk’s office.
Dated:   3-29-19

                                          CLERK OF THE ClRCUIT COURT
                                                                    By: J. Bevis
                                                                    Deputy Clerk
328354 LO 4/10,17/2019

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE
PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY PLANNING BOARD MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Okeechobee Planning Board
will conduct a regular meeting on Thur, Apr. 18, 2019, 6 PM, or as soon,
thereafter as possible, at City Hall, 55 SE 3rd Ave, Rm 200, Okeechobee, FL. As 
the Local Planning Agency, the Planning Board may consider offering a recom-
mendation on any proposed amendments to the current Land Development 
Regulations submitted by City Staff, Board Members, or citizens.

The public is invited and encouraged to attend. The agenda may be obtained 
from cityofokeechobee.com or by calling the General Services Office, 863-763-
3372 x9820.

ANY PERSON DECIDING TO APPEAL any decision made by the PB/BOA L
with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need to ensure a ver-rr
batim record of the proceeding is made and the record includes the testimony
and evidence upon which the appeal will be based. In accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any person with a disability as defined by
the ADA, that needs special accommodation to participate in this proceeding,
contact the General Services Office no later than two business days prior to
proceeding, 863-763-3372.

BE ADVISED that should you intend to show any document, picture, video D
or items to the PB/BOA in support or opposition to any item on the agenda, a
copy of the document, picture, video, or item must be provided to the Board
Secretary for the City’s records.

BE ADVISED THAT ONE OR MORE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE COUN-
CIL MEMBERS MAY BE IN ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING. THIS
NOTICE IS POSTED TO MEET STATE PUBLIC NOTICE REQUIRE-
MENTS AND SUNSHINE LAWS.

By:  Chairperson Dawn Hoover
329439 ON 4/10/2019

 Public Notice  Public Notice 

REQUEST FOR BID (RFB) NO. 6000000955
CATTLE GRAZING, MARTIN COUNTY, FL

The Procurement Bureau of the South Florida Water Management District, B-1 
Building, 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, Florida 33406, will receive
sealed bids up to the 2:30 p.m. opening time on . May 10, 2019, for a land
lease for approximately 403.22 acres more or less, for the purpose of cattle
grazing located in:

•Section 18 and 19, Township 40 South, Range 42 East, Martin County, Florida
•Section 13, Township 40 South, Range 41 East, Martin County, Florida

An OPTIONAL SITE VISIT will be held on April 24, 2019, at 10:00 a.m.T
Interested bidders will meet at the following location:

The property is accessed from I-95 or Florida Turnpike to Indiantown Road
(SR706). Head west 2.5 miles on Indiantown Road to Gulf Stream Citrus. Head 
north 2 miles on Gulf Stream Citrus. After crossing Cypress Creek head east .25 
miles to an access road through existing cattle grazing lease and head north 1
mile on the access road and through the tunnel under the Florida Turnpike and
I-95 (see enclosed access map).

Transportation will be the responsibility of interested attendees.

All bids must conform to the instructions in the RFB. Interested respondents
may obtain a copy of the complete RFB (1) at the above address; (2) by down-
loading the solicitation from our website at www.sfwmd.gov/procurementg /pt ; (3) t
by calling 561-682-2011 or (4) by calling the 24-hour BID HOTLINE 800-
472-5290. The public is invited to attend the bid opening.. Further informa-
tion on the status of this solicitation can be obtained on our website
- www.sfwmd.gov.

329273 ON 04/10, 17, 24/2019; CB & IB 04/11, 18, 25/2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
TREASURE COAST COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY
ELECTION OF LOW-INCOME REPRESENTATIVE

The Treasure Coast Community Action Agency Advisory Boarde
administers the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) funds distributed 
through the State of Florida, by the Department of Economic Opportunity that 
receives these funds from the federal government. The funds help low-income 
residents achieve self-sufficiency by overcoming barriers to their success. This 
can include completing education and obtaining childcare, transportation or
related needs. The advisory board works with County staff to identify unmet
needs and determine how the funds will be used each year.

The advisory board must have one representative of the low-income population 
chosen by a democratic election process. The representative must reside in a 
low-income area but does not need to be low-income himself or herself. 

This is a VOLUNTEER position with a three-year commitment to participate in
four (4) meetings per year, every quarter (January, April, July and October). 
There is no payment for participating on this board.

Anyone wishing to apply for a place on this board must send a writ-tt
ten statement of their qualifications or a resume to Okeechobee 
Senior Services, 1690 NW 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, FL 34972, at-tt
tention Tom Leach, no later than 5:00 pm, Friday, April 12, 2019 to 
be added to the election ballot. 

The election will take place on Monday, April 15, 2019, 10:00 AM at 
the Lottie Raulerson Senior Center located at the address above. All 
Okeechobee County residents may vote in the election on that day.

For further information please call 863-462-5180, fax 863-462-5184.

 329455    ON 04/07, 10/2019

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

PROVIDE PLANNED MAINTENANCE, INSPECTIONS AND 
REPAIRS FOR HENDRY COUNTY GENERATORS 

RFP NUMBER: 2019-13 

OPENING DATE AND TIME: April 12, 2019 at 2:00 P.M

Sealed Proposals will be received by the Board of County Commissioners of Hendry
County, Florida, to provide planned maintenance, inspections and repairs to
approximately 38 county generators in Hendry County. In order to be considered,
proposals must be received by the Board of County Commissioners at the C.E. Hall 
Building (Clerk’s Office) in the Hendry County Courthouse Complex, 25 E. Hick-kk
pochee Avenue, LaBelle, Florida by Friday April 12, 2019 at 2:00 p.m., at which time all 
responses to this request will be recorded in the presence of one or more wit-tt
nesses. 

A copy of the Instructions and RFP Documents can be obtained from the Hendry 
County Administrator’s Office, located at 640 S. Main St., LaBelle, Florida (for pick up}, 
Post Office Box 2340, LaBelle, FL 33975 (mailing address) or by calling (863) 675-
5220 or (863) 983-1585, from Tracy Nobles, tracy.nobles@hendryfla.net.y @ y

This solicitation does not commit Hendry County to award any contracts, to pay any
costs incurred in the preparation of a response to this RFP, or to contract for any
services. The County reserves the right to reject any or all submittals received as a
result of this solicitation, or to cancel in part or in its entirety this RFP, if it is in the
best interest of the County to do so.

Hendry County is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Drug/Smoke Free Work 
Place.
322934 LO 3/20,27;4/3,10 CB 3/21,28;4/4,11/2019

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
SWFL PROFESSIONAL FIRE FIGHTERS & PARAMEDICS,

IAFF LOCAL 1826
and HENDRY COUNTY EMS NEGOTIATIONS

Notice is hereby given that the Southwest Florida Professional Fire Fighters & 
Paramedics, IAFF Local 1826 and Hendry County EMS will hold a meeting on 
April 17, 2019 at 3:00 pm, at the Administration Office, 640 S. Main St., LaBelle,
Florida. The meeting is open to the public.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made with respect to any matter
considered at this meeting, he/she will need a record of the proceedings, and
that, for such purpose, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon
which the appeal is to be based.  Please note that matters may be discussed 
at the meeting which are not on the prepared agenda for the meeting. Hendry 
County is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

If you have a disability that will require special assistance or accommodation
for your attendance at the meeting, please contact Hendry County Administra-
tion at (863) 675-5220; Hearing Impaired: Florida Relay 7-1-1; or e-mail Tracy.
Nobles@hendryfla.net.

Si necesita la assistencia de un interprete que hable espanol para participar
un esta reunion, por favor pongase en contacto con Myra Johnson al (863) 
675-5220.  

328301 CN 4/3,10/2019  CB 4/4,11/2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE WILL HOLD A REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 2019 AT 3:30 P.M. IN ROOM C112 OF THE WILLIAMSON 
CONFERENCE CENTER ON THE DIXON HENDRY CAMPUS OF INDIAN RIVER 
STATE COLLEGE AT 2229 N.W. 9TH AVENUE, OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 34972.  
NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN THAT AT 9:00 A.M., TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 2019, AN 
AGENDA MEETING WILL BE HELD IN ROOM 102 OF THE BROWN CENTER 
FOR INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP ON THE MAIN CAMPUS, 3209
VIRGINIA AVENUE, FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 34981-5596.  ANY PERSONS 
WISHING TO PLACE BEFORE THAT BOARD FOR CONSIDERATION ARGU-
MENTS CONCERNING ISSUES OF LAW OR POLICY OR PRESENT EVIDENCE 
OF ANY PERTINENT FACT THAT MAY BE IN DISPUTE MUST NOTIFY THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE COLLEGE AT LEAST FIVE DAYS BEFORE THE SCHED-
ULED MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.  ANY PERSONS WISHING TO 
APPEAL THE DECISIONS OF THIS BOARD WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER 
CONSIDERED AT SUCH MEETING WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE PROCEED-
INGS, AND FOR SUCH PURPOSE MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM 
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS IS MADE.
328999 ON 4/10/2019

Public Notice  Public Notice 

LEGAL NOTICE

A public auction of stored personal property from Okeechobee Store-N-
Lock to be conducted at the following locations in Okeechobee, FL:k WEST 
– 2701 Hwy 70 West and SOUTH – 4129 Hwy 441 South. The auction 
will be held to pay unpaid storage fees (pursuant to the Florida statutes, Section 
83.806). Public Auction to be held on April 17, 2019 beginning at 9 9:00AM at 
the WEST location. We will then proceed to the SOUTH location. All payments
must be made in full, CASH ONLY, by the date/time of auction.,

WEST
HENRY CHOUINARD, Unit # 6-2D
JACQUELINE SUMMERS, Unit # 9-11,
TODD SPEIGHT, Unit # 7-25T
MEGHEN DAVIS, Unit # 8-32S
CRUZ HERNANDEZ, Unit # 6-19Z

SOUTH
TAMARA KELLY, Unit # 36,
328778 ON 4/3,10/2019

Lots - Sale
BUILDABLE LOTS 

1.25+ ACRE 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, 

AG/RES.
GREAT INVESTMENT!
OWNER FINANCING

$125 MONTH
 NO CREDIT CHECK 

866-820-6523
VIKING ESTATES  

 Mobile Homes -
 Rent 

LAKEPORT 
*PARK MODEL 2BD/1BA, 
FURNISHED, INCLUDES 

LIGHTS, WATER 
& TRASH. 50+ RV 
PARK $650.00/MO., 
+$300DEPOSIT. 

*2BD/2BA MH, INCLUDES 
TRASH, $550.00/MO. 

+$300DEPOSIT.  
CALL 502-803-1876 
OR 502-682-2403

 Mobile Homes -
 Sale 

Mobile Home 
2 bedroom, 1 bath        

furnished $12,999 obo
and 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
furnished $19,999 obo 

Moss Landing
formerly Aqua Isles 
55+ community
440-477-0972

Autos Wanted

AAA Auto Analysis- All 
makes, all price ranges. 
We buy cars, trucks, 
and motorcycles. 

Established 1981. 
772-260-9707

 Tractor Trailers 

FOR SALE- 1990 
KENWORTH T-600 WITH 

500 HORSEPOWER 
GMC AND 9 SPEED 
TRANSMISSION. 

FULL SIZE SLEEPER, 
AUXILLARY AIR CON-
DITIONER, AIR RIDE 
SUSPENSION, TOILET, 
LOTS OF CHROME AND 

WELL KEPT INSIDE 
AND OUT $17,000 

PLEASE TEXT 
863-233-9276 OR 

CALL 863-447-6165

 Public Notice 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE;  CLEWIS-
TON TOWING & AUTO SALVAGE gives  
Notice of  Foreclosure of Lien and intent 
to sell these vehicles on 04/22/2019  
10:00 a.m.  at 600 E. SUGARLAND
HWY  Clewiston, FL 33440-3213,  pur-
suant to subsection 713.78 of the Flor-
ida Statutes.  CLEWISTON TOWING & 
AUTO SALVAGE reserves the right to 
accept or reject any and / all bids.

2001 NISS
JN8DRO7Y31W522370

329306 CN 4/10/2019

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE: 
TIMS TOWING & RECOVERY gives

Notice of Foreclosure of Lien and intent 
to sell these vehicles on 04/26/2019, 
10:00 am at 74 S INDUSTRIAL LOOP
LABELLE, FL 33935, pursuant to sub-
section 713.78 of the Florida Statutes. 
TIMS TOWING & RECOVERY reserves 
the right to accept or reject any and/
or all bids.

        1G8ZF5286WZ305426 
1998 SATURN

         1JCMT7844JT042615 
1988 JEEP

         2C4GP54L15R213273 
2005 CHRYSLER

         JKAZR9A101A003284 
2001 KAWASAKI

        KNAGE123X85170441 
2008 KIA

329527 CN 4/5/2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

A public auction will be held at BMJ 
Towing, Inc. Located at 414 South
Parrott Avenue, Okeechobee, Flor-rr
ida 34974 on FRIDAY THE 26TH 
DAY OF APRIL 2019 from 10:00-
11:00 A.M. Pursuant to Florida
statute 713.78 for unpaid towing
and storage.  Year, Make, Model & 
Vin’s as follows

1998 VOLKSWAGON 
NEW BEETLE

3VWBB61C4WM046013

2004 CHRYSLER PACIFICA
2C8GF68444R383331

1992 CHEVROLET STORM
J81RF2369N7554181

Terms of sale are cash, and no 
checks will be accepted. The seller 
reserves the right of final bid. All
sales are final. No refunds will be 
made. Said automobiles will be 
sold in “AS IS” with no guarantees.

329823 ON 04/10/2019

Find it faster. Sell it sooner
in the classifieds

READING A
NEWSPAPER...

leads you to the 
best products
and services.

Shop here first!
The classified ads

One man’s trash is
another man’s treas-
ure. Turn your trash
to treasure with an
ad in the classifieds.

How do you find a job
in today’s competi-
tive market? In the
employment section
of the classifieds
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 Public Notice  Public Notice 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE
PUBLIC NOTICE

CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED 
ZONING RECLASSIFICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEAR-RR
ING will be held before the City of Okeechobee Planning Board on G Thur., April
18, 2019, 6 PM, or as soon thereafter as possible, at City Hall, 55 SE 3rd AVE, ,
Council Chambers, Rm 200, Okeechobee, FL, to consider and receive input on
Rezoning Petition No. 19-002-R, submitted by Ms. Anita Nunez as the property 
owner, Anita’s Rental Properties, Inc. The public is encouraged to attend.

Petition No. 19-002-R requests to rezone 1.50+/- acres located at 701 NE 3rd 
Street, from Light Commercial (CLT) to Heavy Commercial (CHV). The pro-oo
posed use is a Recreation Vehicle Park.

Legal: LOTS 7 TO 12, OF BLOCK 116, OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5, OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND 
A PARCEL OF LAND LYING IN SECTION 15, TOWNSHIP 37 SOUTH, 
RANGE 35 EAST, OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND BEING
COMPRISED OF ONE OF THE PARCELS OF LAND AS RECORDED IN 
OFFICIAL RECORDS (O.R.) BOOK 645, PAGE 1370, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND BEING MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT THE
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 1 OF BLOCK 116, OKEECHOBEE,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 
5, PAGE 5, PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORI-
DA; THENCE RUN SOUTH AND RUNNING ALONG THE WESTERN 
BOUNDARY OF PARCEL 4 ACCORDING TO PLAT NO. 1 OF TAYLOR 
CREEK WATERSHED AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 29, 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, TO THE
CENTERLINE OF THE 15 FOOT ALLEYWAY IN SAID BLOCK 116 
AND THE POINT OF THE BEGINNING; THENCE CONTINUE SOUTH, 
ALONG THE WESTERN BOUNDARY OF SAID PARCEL 4 AND THE 
EAST BOUNDARY OF SAID BLOCK 116, TO THE SOUTHEAST COR-RR
NER OF LOT 12 OF SAID BLOCK 116 AND ALSO BEING THE NORTH-
WEST CORNER OF PARCEL 3 OF SAID PLAT NO. 1 OF TAYLOR 
CREEK WATERSHED; THENCE RUN SOUTHWESTERLY, ALONG THE
WESTERN BOUNDARY OF SAID PARCEL 3, TO THE CENTERLINE OF
N.E. 3RD STREET (FORMERLY NINTH STREET); THENCE RUN EAST 
ALONG SAID CENTERLINE OF SAID N.E. 3RD STREET (FORMER-RR
LY NINTH STREET) EXTENDED EAST, TO THE WESTERN SHORE
LINE OF TAYLOR CREEK; THENCE RUN NORTHERLY, ALONG SAID
WESTERN SHORE LINE OF TAYLOR CREEK, TO THE INTERSEC-
TION WITH THE CENTERLINE OF SAID LOT 15 FOOT ALLEYWAY 
EXTENDED EAST; THENCE RUN WEST, ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF
SAID ALLEYWAY EXTENDED, TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

The Petition may be inspected at the address above during regular busi-
ness hours, Mon-Fri, 8 AM-4:30 PM, except for holidays.

A Public Hearing for a Rezoning Petition is handled as a “Quasi-Judi-
cial” proceeding, meaning a manner similar to a court hearing testimony 
and questioning presenters who provide substantial and competent ev-vv
idence. It is the duty of the Planning Board to arrive at sound decisions. 
A recommendation to approve or deny the Petition will be forwarded to 
the City Council, tentatively scheduled for 6 PM on May 7, 2019, (First 
Reading) and Public Hearing on May 21, 2019 (Final Adoption).

ANY PERSON DECIDING TO APPEAL any decision made by the L
Planning Board with respect to any matter considered at this meeting
will need to ensure a verbatim record of the proceeding is made and the
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal will
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
any person with a disability as defined by the ADA, that needs special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding, contact the General 
Services Office no later than two business days prior to proceeding, 863-
763-3372.

BE ADVISED that should you intend to show any document, picture, D
video or items to the Planning Board in support or opposition to any item 
on the agenda, a copy of the document, picture, video, or item must be 
provided to the Board Secretary for the City’s records.

BE ADVISED THAT ONE OR MORE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE
COUNCIL MEMBERS MAY BE IN ATTENDANCE AT THIS
MEETING. THIS NOTICE IS POSTED TO MEET STATE PUBLIC
NOTICE REQUIREMENTS AND SUNSHINE LAWS.

BY:  Zoning Administrator Marcos MontesDeOca, No. 19-002-R
329441 ON 4/10/2019

 Public Notice  Public Notice 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWENTIETH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR HENDRY COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 18-CA-151

RIVERPOINTBRIDGE, LLC.
     Plaintiff,
v.
PDJW, LLC, WILLIAM L. MCDANIEL, JR., JAMES E. IVEY, JR., THE ESTATE OF 

PIERCE T. NEESE, LAZY SPRINGS, LLC, SHAGGY CYPRESS MINE, LLC BIG IS-S
LAND EXCAVATING, INC. and ANY UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING A RIGHT 
TITLE OR INTEREST THROUGH OR AGAINST A NAMED DEFENDANT
     Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Agreed Final Judgment of Foreclo-o

sure as to Count I, dated September 20, 2018 and entered in Case No 18-CA-
151 of the Circuit Court for Hendry County, Florida, as well as that certain Order
Cancelling that March 20, 2019 Foreclosure sale dated March 20, 20I 9 I will
sell to the highest and best bidder for cash in the lobby of the Hendry County 
Courthouse, 25 E. Hickpochee, LaBelle, FL 33935, at 11 AM on the 19th day of 
June, 2019, the following described property as set forth in that Agreed Final
Judgment of Foreclosure attached as Exhibit A:
Parcel Identification Nos.
1314528-A0000010000 I I 314528-A0000010100 I 1314528-A0000010200

EXHIBIT A

PARCEL ONE:
The West 1/2 of Section 31, Township 31, Township 45 South, Range 28 East,

Hendry County, Fiorida lying North of the right of way for State Highway 92; and
PARCEL TWO:
The East 1/2 of Seotion 31, Township 45 South, Range 28 East, Hendey

County, Florida, lying Nortb of the North· i:ight-of-way line of State Highway 
82, less the following:
Beglnning at the Northeast corner of said Section 31; thence South 00º00’34” 

West, along the East line of the Northeast one-quarter (NE 1/4) of said Section 
31 (said line also being the basis of bearings for this description), a distance of 
2632.54 feet to the East quarter (1/4) corner of said Section 31; thence South 
00º01’40” West, along the East line of the Southeast one-quarter (SE 1/4) of 
said Section 31, a distance of 2221.83 feet to the North right-of-wa line of State
Road 82 (200 foot right-of-way); thence North 73º30’50” West along the North
right-of-way line, a distance of 1173.74 feet to the center of an existing 12 
foot gravel  road; thence North 01º56’58” West, along the centerline of said 
gravel road, a distance of 3275.75 feet; thence Nroth 01º35’13” West contin-
uring along said centerline, a distance of 1257.54 feet to the North line of the 
Northeast 1/4 of said Section 31; thence South 89º34’00” East, along the North
line, a distance of 1273.28 feet to the Point of Beginning

** ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE
SALE, IF ANY, OTHER THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF 
THE LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS AFTER 
THE SALE.**
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court on this 29th day of March, 2019.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with disabilities 

needing a special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should con-
tact the individual or agency sending this notice no later than seven (7) days
prior to the proceeding. If hearing impaired, (TDD) 1-800-955-8771, or Voice 
(V) 1-800-955-8770, via Florida Relay Service.
                                                                BARBARA S. BUTLER

Clerk of the Circuit and County Court
                                                                BY: J. Bevis
                                                                Deputy Clerk
328319 LO 4/3,10/2019 

INVITATION TO BID
HENDRY COUNTY HOUSING REHABILATION PROGRAM,

Rehabilitation of Six (6) Homes
BID No. 2019-15

Hendry County invites interested contractors to submit bids to furnish all labor 
and materials to rehabilitate six (6) single family homes for its State Housing 
Initiative Partnership (SHIP) Housing Rehabilitation Program. Home locations
below:

•    2021 Clipper Ter. Labelle, FL (Little)
•    294 Basilan Cres. Clewiston, FL (Lopez)
•    808 Georgia Ave. Clewiston, FL (Sneed)
•    1029 Arkansas Ave. Clewiston, FL (Hill)
•    1100 Carolina Ave. Clewiston, FL (Williams)
•    1217 Mississippi Ave. Clewiston, FL (Morris)

Sealed Bids will be received by the Board of County Commissioners of Hendry 
County, Florida, for “Hendry County “Housing Rehabilitation Program, Rehabili-
tation of Six (6) Homes, BID No. 2019-15. In order to be considered, bids must 
be received by the Board of County Commissioners, c/o the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Attn: Barbara Butler, at the C.E. Hall Building, Room A-226, Hendry Coun-
ty Courthouse Complex, 25 E. Hickpochee Avenue, LaBelle, Florida by May 9,
2019 at 2:00 p.m., at which time all responses to this request will be recorded 
in the presence of one or more witnesses in accordance with all applicable local,
state, and federal requirements. 

A copy of the Instructions and Bid Documents can be obtained online at www.
hendryfla.net under the Public Information tab, or from the Hendry County
Housing Department, located at 133 North Bridge St., LaBelle, Florida (for pick 
up), or by calling (863) 675-5297.

A Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held on April 18, 2019 at 11:00am
at the Hendry County Housing Office Parking Lot located at 133 N Bridge St. 
Labelle, FL 33935. This meeting will be followed by a Mandatory Walk-
Through of each location.

This solicitation does not commit Hendry County to award any contracts, to 
pay any costs incurred in the preparation of a response to this Bid, or to contract 
for any services. The County reserves the right to reject any or all submittals
received as a result of this solicitation for any or no reason, or to cancel in part
or in its entirety this Bid, if it is in the best interests of the County to do so. The 
County May re-procure at the discretion of the Board.

Persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of the pro-o
ceedings should contact the Hendry County Housing Manager: Sabrina Gadson
at: (863) 675-5297. All requests shall be made at least forty-eight (48) hours in
advance. Hendry County is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Hendry
County shall seek out and encourage its approved contractors to employ W/
MBE and Section 3 businesses and individuals.

Si necesita la assistencia de un interprete que hable espanol para participar
un esta reunion, por favor pongase en contacto com Myra Johnson al (863)
675-5240.
327859  CN 4/3,10,17  CB 4/4,11,18/2019

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE
PUBLIC NOTICE

CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED ZONING RECLASSIFICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEAR-RR
ING will be held before the City of Okeechobee Planning Board on G Thur., 
April 18, 2019, 6 PM, or as soon thereafter as possible, at City Hall, 55 SE
3rd AVE, Council Chambers, Rm 200, Okeechobee, FL, to consider and receive
input on Rezoning Petition No. 19-003-R, submitted by Mr. Bill Royce on behalf 
of the property owner, Okeechobee County. The public is encouraged to attend.

Petition No. 19-003-R requests to rezone 0.64+/- acres located at 403 NW 2nd 
Avenue, from Commercial Professional Office (CPO) to Public Facilities (PUB). 
The proposed use is a government office building.

Legal: THE NORTH 93 FEET OF LOTS 1 THROUGH 6, OF BLOCK 107,
OKEECHOBEE, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 5, PAGE 5, PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUN-
TY, FLORIDA.

The Petition may be inspected at the address above during regular business 
hours, Mon-Fri, 8 AM-4:30 PM, except for holidays.

A Public Hearing for a Rezoning Petition is handled as a “Quasi-Judicial” pro-o
ceeding, meaning a manner similar to a court hearing testimony and ques-ss
tioning presenters who provide substantial and competent evidence. It is the 
duty of the Planning Board to arrive at sound decisions. A recommendation to 
approve or deny the Petition will be forwarded to the City Council, tentatively
scheduled for 6 PM on May 7, 2019, (First Reading) and Public Hearing on May
21, 2019 (Final Adoption).

ANY PERSON DECIDING TO APPEAL any decision made by the Planning L
Board with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need to en-
sure a verbatim record of the proceeding is made and the record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal will be based. In accordance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any person with a disability as 
defined by the ADA, that needs special accommodation to participate in this 
proceeding, contact the General Services Office no later than two business days
prior to proceeding, 863-763-3372.

BE ADVISED that should you intend to show any document, picture, video orD
items to the Planning Board in support or opposition to any item on the agenda,
a copy of the document, picture, video, or item must be provided to the Board 
Secretary for the City’s records.

BE ADVISED THAT ONE OR MORE CITY OF OKEECHOBEE COUN-
CIL MEMBERS MAY BE IN ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING. THIS
NOTICE IS POSTED TO MEET STATE PUBLIC NOTICE REQUIRE-
MENTS AND SUNSHINE LAWS.

BY:  Zoning Administrator Marcos MontesDeOca, No. 19-003-R
329444 ON 4/10/2019

Public Notice  Public Notice 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWENTIETH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR GLADES COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CASE No. 19000016CAMXAX

LEGACY MORTGAGE ASSET TRUST 2017-GS2,
     PLAINTIFF
vs.
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGN-

ORS, CREDITORS AND TRUSTEES OF THE ESTATE OF MICHAEL J. BREITER 
N/K/A MICHAEL JEROME BREITER, DECEASED, ET AL.
     DEFENDANT(S).

NOTICE OF ACTION
To: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, AS-SS

SIGNORS, CREDITORS AND TRUSTEES OF THE ESTATE OF MICHAEL J. BRE-
ITER N/K/A MICHAEL JEROME BREITER, DECEASED, ET AL.
RESIDENCE:                        UNKNOWN
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS:    1149 7th St., Okeechobee, FL 34974

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose a mortgage on the 
following described property located in Glades County, Florida:

Lot 37, Block G, 3rd Addition Buckhead Ridge Subdivision, 
according to the Plat thereof recorded in Plat Book 3, Page 25, 
Public Records of Glades County, Florida. Together with that
certain Mobile Home Designated as follows: Make: Clay; Year: 
2006; Title Numbers: 95641586 & 95641635; ID Numbers: WH-
C014871GAA& WHC0I4871GAB

has been filed against you, and you are required to serve a copy of your writ-tt
ten defenses, if any, to this action, on Tromberg Law Group, P.A., attorneys for 
Plaintiff, whose address is 1515 South Federal Highway, Suite 100, Boca Raton, 
FL 33432, and file the original with the Clerk of the Court, within 30 days after
the first publication of this notice, either before  May 6, 2019 or immediately 
thereafter, otherwise a default may be entered against you for the relief de-e
manded in the Complaint.
Date: March 26, 2019.

Clerk of the Circuit Court
BY: Tami Simmons

Deputy Clerk of the Court
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation 

in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision of certain assistance.  Please contact Glades 
County, Dawn  Oliver, ADA Coordinator at 863-675-5229, Hendry 
County courthouse, 25 E. Hickpochee Ave, LeBelle, FL 33935 at least
7 days before your scheduled court appearance, or immediately 
upon receiving this notification if the time before the scheduled ap-
pearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, 
call 711.
327575 CN 4/3,10/2019

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 19TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE No.:  2013CA000502

DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR MORGAN 
STANLEY HOME EQUITY LOAN TRUST 2007-1, MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-1,
     Plaintiff;
vs.
VIRGILLO MACEDO A/K/A VIRGILIO MACEDO, et al.,
     Defendant(s).

RE-NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to the order of Final Judgment of Fore-ee
closure dated August 26, 2015, and entered in Case No. 2013CA000502 of 
the Circuit Court of the 19th Judicial Circuit in and for Okeechobee County,
Florida, wherein DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE 
FOR MORGAN STANLEY HOME EQUITY LOAN TRUST 2007-1, MORTGAGE 
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-1, is the Plaintiff, and VIRGILLO
MACEDO A/K/A VIRGILIO MACEDO, et al. are Defendants, the Office of Sharon 
Robertson, Okeechobee County Clerk of the Court will sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash in the Jury Assembly room, 2nd Floor, of the Okeechobee 
County Judicial Center, located at 312 NW 3rd Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972, at 
11:00 o’clock A.M. on the 8th day of May, 2019, the following described,
property as set forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:

LOCATED IN THE COUNTY OF OKEECHOBEE, STATE OF FLORI-
DA, TO WIT: LOT 6, BLOCK 30, BASSWOOD, UNIT 2, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 28,
PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Street Address: 3381 NW 29th Ave, Okeechobee, FL 34972

and all fixtures and personal property located therein or thereon, which are
included as security in Plaintiffs mortgage.
Any person claiming an interest in the surplus funds from the sale, if any, other

than the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim within 
60 days after the sale.
Dated at Okeechobee, Okeechobee County, Florida, this 15th day of January, 

2019.
Sharon Robertson

Clerk of said Circuit Court
BY: Sandra L. Creech

As Deputy Clerk 
McCabe, Weisberg, Conway, LLC , Attorney for Plaintiff
500 S. Australian Avenue, Suite 1000 West Palm Beach, FL 33406
FLPleadings@mwc-law.comg @     (561) 713-1400m
312334 ON  4/3,10/2019

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA. 

CASE No.  17000060CAAXMX

BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.,
     PLAINTIFF
vs.
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGN-

ORS, CREDITORS AND TRUSTEES OF THE ESTATE OF GARY C. BILLIE A/K/A 
GARY COOPER BILLIE, DECEASED, ET Al..
     DEFENDANT(S).

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to the Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
dated August 23, 2018, in the above action, I will sell to the highest bidder
for cash at Okeechobee County, Florida, on  May 8, 2019, at 11:00 AM, in the
Jury Assembly Room, Second Floor of the Okeechobee County Judicial Center,
312 NW 3rd St., Okeechobee, FL 34972 for the following described property:
LOT 13, BLOCK 4, BASSWOOD INCORPORATED, ACCORDING TO

THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 22, OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA
Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than

the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim within sixty 
(60) days after the sale. The Court, in its discretion, may enlarge the time of the
sale. Notice of the changed time of sale shall be published as provided herein.
 Signed this 1st Day of February, 2019.

SHARON ROBERTSON
Clerk of the Circuit Court

BY: Sandra L. Creech
Deputy Clerk of the Court

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation 
in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost 
to you,  to  the provision of certain assistance. Please contact Court 
Administration at 772- 807-4370, 250 NW Country Club Drive, Suite
217, Port St. Lucie, FL 34986 at least 7 days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification if 
the time before the scheduled appearance  is  less than 7 days; if you
are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
315948 ON  4/10,17/2019

 Public Notice  Public Notice 

CITY OF OKEECHOBEE
PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council for the City of Okeechobee
will conduct a regular meeting on Tues, Apr. 16, 2019, 6 PM, or as soon 
thereafter as possible, at City Hall, 55 SE 3rd Ave, Rm 200, Okeechobee, FL.
The public is invited and encouraged to attend. The agenda may be obtained
from cityofokeechobee.com or by calling the Office of the City Administrator, 
863-763-3372 ext. 9812.

ANY PERSON DECIDING TO APPEAL any decision made by the City L
Council with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need to en-
sure a verbatim record of the proceeding is made and the record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal will be based. In accordance
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any person with a disability as 
defined by the ADA, that needs special accommodation to participate in this
proceeding, contact the City Clerk’s Office no later than two business days prior
to proceeding, 863-763-3372 ext. 9814.

BE ADVISED that should you intend to show any document, picture, video D
or items to the Council in support or opposition to any item on the agenda, a
copy of the document, picture, video, or item MUST be provided to the City T
Clerk for the City’s records.

By: Mayor Dowling R. Watford, Jr.
329436 ON 4/10/2019

HENDRY COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE OF BUDGET WORKSHOP

Notice is hereby given that the Hendry County Board of County Commissioners 
will hold a workshop on April 23, 2019, at 4:00 p.m., at the Hendry County
Courthouse, Commission Chambers, 25 E. Hickpochee Ave., LaBelle, Florida  to 
discuss the 2019-2020 county budgets and related issues.   

The meeting  is open to the public.  If a person decides to appeal any decision 
made with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, he/she will need a
record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he/she may need to en-
sure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes 
the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.  Please note
that matters may be discussed at the meeting which are not on the prepared 
agenda for the meeting.

If you have a disability that will require special assistance or accommodation
for your attendance at the meeting, please contact Hendry County Administra-
tion  at (863) 675-5220; Hearing Impaired: Florida Relay 7-1-1; or e-mail tracy.
nobles@hendryfla.net.

Hendry County is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Si necesita la assistencia de un interprete que hable espanol para participar
un esta reunion, por favor pongase en contacto con Myra Johnson al (863)
675-5240.
329174 LO  4/10 CB  4/11/2019

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
HENDRY COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

  
Notice is hereby given that the Hendry County Tourist Development Coun-

cil will hold a meeting on April 18, 2019 at 3:00 pm, at the Hendry County 
Administrative Office Building, 640 S. Main St., LaBelle, Florida The meeting is
open to the public.
If a person decides to appeal any decision made with respect to any matter

considered at this meeting, he/she will need a record of the proceedings, and 
that, for such purpose, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon
which the appeal is to be based.  Please note that matters may be discussed at
the meeting which are not on the prepared agenda for the meeting.
If you have a disability that will require special assistance or accommodation

for your attendance at the meeting, please contact Hendry County Tourist De-ee
velopment Council at (863) 675-5304; Hearing Impaired: Florida Relay 7-1-1;
or e-mail emily.hunter@hendryfla.net.
Hendry County is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
Si necesita la assistencia de un interprete que hable espanol para participar

un esta reunion, por favor pongase en contacto con Myra Johnson al (863)
675-5240.
                                                                            Hendry County
                                                                         Tourism Development Council
                                                                         Darrell Harris, Chair
329278 CN 4/10/2019  CB 4/11/2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Okeechobee County Tourist Development Council (TDC) Advisory
Board will hold its Regular Session on Tuesday April 16, 2019 at 9 a.m. at the
Okeechobee County Historic Courthouse in the “Judge William L. Hendry Court-tt
room” located at 304 NW 2nd Street, Okeechobee, Florida.

Any person deciding to appeal any decision made by the TDC with respect to 
any matter considered at such meeting will need a record of the proceedings,
and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim
record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is based. 

In accordance with the American with Disabilities Act, persons with disabilities 
needing special accommodations to participate in this proceeding should con-
tact the County Administrator’s Office not later than four (4) days prior to the 
proceeding at 304 NW 2nd Street, Room 123, Okeechobee, Florida 34972, or
call 863.763.6441. If you are hearing or voice impaired, call TDD 800.222.3448 
(voice) or 888.447.5620 (TTY).

Sharie Turgeon, Tourism Coordinator
Tourist Development Council
Okeechobee County, Florida 
330033  ON  4/10/2019
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 Notice to
 Creditors 

 Notice to
 Creditors 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWENTIETH JUDICIAL IN AND 

FOR HENDRY COUNTY, 
FLORIDA PROBATE DIVISION

Case No.: 18-159-CP
 

IN RE: ESTATE OF 
   WILHELMENIA COBB
        Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of 

WILHELMENIA COBB, deceased, 
whose date of death was October 27, 
2018, is pending in the Circuit Court
for Hendry County, Florida, Probate
Division, the address of which is P.O. 
Box 1760, LaBelle, FL 33975. The
names and addresses of the personal 
representative and the personal repre-
sentative’s attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and oth-

er persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom 
a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent 

and other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate 
must file their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SEC-
TION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA STAT-
UTES WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 

PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The first publication date of this notice 

is April 10th, 2019.

                      VIVIAN THOMAS
                      Petitioner
                     936 Mississippi Ave.                    
                     Clewiston, FL 33440

JAY M. HENDRY, III
Attorney for Petitioner 
Florida Bar: 0106962 
606 W. Sugarland Hwy
P.O. Box 418 Clewiston, FL 33440 
(863) 983 5297 
jay@hendrylaw.com
329506 CN 4/10,17/2019 

AIR CONDITIONING

EMORY WALKER CO. INC.
Air Conditioning & Refrigeration

24/7 SERVICE FOR OUR CUSTOMERS
208 SW 5TH Ave. Okeechobee

Serving the 
Lake Area for

 50 Years!
CAC042747
CAC057219863-763-6742

ADVERTISE HERE 

WANTED TO BUYADVERTISE HERE

Elliott’s Pawn Shop
419 W.S. Park St. •  863.763-5553

We Buy Scrap Gold,
Silver and Coins

ATTORNEYS

Rebecca Boldt Hamilton, P.A.
REBECCA H. BOLDT, Esq.

RICHARD W. SEYMOUR, Esq. 

863-467-1894

An Affordable Way to ADVERTISE!
call: 863.763.3134 • email: okeeadsales@newszap.com

Feature your business in this 
affordable business directory

Call 863.763.3134 or email
okeeadsales@newszap.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TWENTIETH JUDICIAL IN AND 

FOR GLADES COUNTY, FLORIDA 
PROBATE DIVISION
Case No.: 18-66-CP

 
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
   DEBRA D. HUGHES
        Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of 

DEBRA D. HUGHES, deceased, whose 
date of death was August 10, 2018, is
pending in the Circuit Court for Glades
County, Florida, Probate Division, the
address of which is P.O. Box 10, Moore
Haven, FL 33471. The names and ad-
dresses of the personal representative 
and the personal representative’s attor-
ney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and oth-

er persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom 
a copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent 

and other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate 
must file their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SEC-
TION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA STAT-
UTES WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 

PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The first publication date of this notice 

is April 10th, 2019.

                      ROBERT DUNSON
                      Petitioner
                      P.O. Box 4002

Moore Haven, FL 33471

JAY M. HENDRY, III
Attorney for Petitioner 
Florida Bar: 0106962 
606 W. Sugarland Hwy
P.O. Box418 Clewiston, FL 33440 
(863) 983 5297 
jay@hendrylaw.com
329503 CN 4/10,17/2019 

Search obituaries
nationally at

http://www.legacy.com

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. 
This mind-bending puzzle will have you 
hooked from the moment you square off, 
so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve, the numbers 1-9 must fill each row, 
column and must appear only once. Use 
the provided numeric clues to determine the 
order of apperance for the numbers. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets!

Crossword Puzzle

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25

26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40

41 42

43 44 45

46 47

48 49

By Ryan McCarty
©2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

01/19/19

Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

01/19/19

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

ACROSS
1 Barber’s “Adagio 

for Strings” is 
in it

11 Hits with a 
charge

15 Kerry 
Washington’s 
“Scandal” role

16 Jukebox opening
17 Sang
18 Villa-studded 

Italian lake
19 Salon boards
20 One taking 

things literally?
22 Angry
23 Part of a football 

game-ending 
tradition

24 Rear attachment
25 Worked together
26 Nailed,  

test-wise
27 “Rabbit ears” 

antennae, e.g.
28 Pixie and flip
29 Wheat whackers
30 Poor
33 Washington 

team
34 Goat-man of 

myth
35 Rocks below 

bridges?
38 Cabinet member 

under Dubya
39 See 43-Across
40 “Clown Prince of 

Hip-hop” Biz __
41 Boards around 

the house
42 Rocky Mountain 

rodents
43 With 39-Across, 

“Listen up, lads”
44 Ones sniffing out 

trouble
46 Reactor 

meltdown site
47 Old cooking 

show with a 
Creole theme

48 Outcomes
49 “Gotta split!”

DOWN
1 Unthinking, as a 

mistake
2 Spanish  

steps?
3 Fruity 

refreshments
4 Staved off
5 Larger, as a 

sum
6 Like gnus
7 Draft choices
8 __ de guerre
9 Macbeth and 

Otello
10 Puts down new 

roots
11 Standard 

deviation 
measures

12 Baseball family 
name

13 Salon stuff
14 Hopped-up
21 Johnnycakes
23 Retailer 

specializing in 
youth fashion

25 Impromptu 
competition

27 Golfer’s yardage 
book data

29 Bar food
30 “There’s no 

doubt about  
this”

31 Hearing-related
32 River to the 

Black Sea
33 “Why, sure!”
34 Conventional 

writing method

35 “Uh-uh”
36 “Little House” 

antagonist  
Nellie __

37 Digital camera 
insert, briefly

38 Steve of 
“Foxcatcher”

40 Craze
42 Like wetlands
45 Alumni 

newsletter word

The answers to
today’s puzzle

are located
on Page 4

A toll-free service of the Florida Department of Transportation. 
Standard mobile phone minute, text message and data charges may apply.

DOOR-TO - DOOR DIRECTIONS • TR AVEL TIMES
PERSONALIZED ALERTS • TRAFFIC CAMERA VIEWS
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By Richard Marion
Lake Okeechobee News

OKEECHOBEE — Okeechobee High 
School’s Justin Hevey and John Pearce are 
this week’s Big Lake Athletes of the Week 
for their performance during the Florida 
B.A.S.S. Nation high school fishing tourna-
ment held near Tallahassee on March 31.

Justin and John brought in nearly 
15 pounds of fish at the final weigh-in, 

including the biggest fish of the day which 
weighed in at a whopping 6.9 pounds.

The performance in that tournament 
earned the pair enough points to put them 
into the national tournament scheduled to 
be held on Kentucky Lake in July.

It’s the duo’s second time being award-
ed Athlete of the Week. Back in October 
2018 the two were recognized for their 
performance in the Florida B.A.S.S. Nation 
Regional/National tournament held on Lake 
Okeechobee in which they took first place 
out of the 100 teams competing, bringing in 
a final bag of 25.90 pounds.

After that tournament, Pearce laid out 
the team’s game plan for the rest of the 
year.

“I hope to keep placing and gaining 
more points and knock out as many tour-
naments as possible,” said Pearce.

And that’s exactly what they did.
Not to be outdone, two more teams 

from the OHS Bass Club were able to earn 
enough points to qualify for nationals 
during a tournament held on April 3 on 
Lake Okeechobee. Latt Durrance and Case 
Durrance and Wyatt Cannon and Trent 
Nelson were both able to punch their ticket 
to Lake Kentucky as well.

With the three teams competing in the 
national tournament this July, Okeechobee 

should be well represented on Kentucky 
Lake.

If you’d like to nominate a student 
or athlete for Big Lake Athlete of the 

Week, email the name of your nominee 
along with what sport they play to Lake 
Okeechobee News sports reporter Richard 
Marion at rmarion@newszap.com.

Big Lake Athletes of the Week: Justin Hevey and John Pearce

Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS Bass Club
Justin Hevey (left) and John Pearce (right) with their haul from the tournament
on March 31.Special to the Okeechobee News/OHS Bass 

Club
Justin Hevey holds the 6.9 pound 
whopper he brought in during the 
Florida B.A.S.S. Nation tournament on 
March 31.

Softball around the lake this week
By Richard Marion
Lake Okeechobee News

• The Moore Haven Lady Terriers 
softball team has the best record in 
the sport of the six schools around 
the lake. Three-quarters through 
their 2019 season the Lady Terriers 
have a 9-3 record, meaning they 
already have more wins than the 
whole of 2018 when the team went 
8-8. The Lady Terriers started 2019 
off by beating Glades Day 10-5 on 
Feb. 11, a team they lost twice to 
the previous year. With the final 
games of the regular season coming 
against Lake Placid and a rebuilding 
Okeechobee program, odds are the 
Lady Terriers finish strong. Moore 
Haven travels to Fort Myers to face 
Bishop Verot at 7 p.m. on April 15.

• The Glades Day Lady Gators 
were two games away from ap-
pearing in the state championship 
in 2018 and only one game away in 
2017. The Lady Gators have been up 
and down throughout 2019, winning 
big at times but also getting blown 
out in other games. Glades Day 
swept Glades Central this year by 
double digits in both games. Up next 
the Lady Gators will make the trip to 
the top of the lake to face the Lady 
Brahmans in Okeechobee at 6:30 
p.m. on April 16.

• The Okeechobee Lady Brah-
mans got off to a slow start in 2019, 
losing their first seven games. But 
they seemed to finally find their 
groove against South Fork on March 
21, winning a blowout 10-1. That 
sparked a three-game inning streak 

that saw Okeechobee go on to beat 
Jensen Beach and Suncoast. The 
Lady Brahmans are in something of 
a rebuilding mode after losing a tal-
ented senior class in 2018. But as the 
young team gains more experience 
they could be right back to the pro-
gram’s 2017 form when they won a 
district championship. Okeechobee 
will travel to Stuart to face Martin 
County at 6 p.m. on April 11.

• The Clewiston Lady Tigers 
have been able to beat up on some 
of the other lake area teams this, 
but have struggled at times to stay 
consistent. They came away with the 
win against Glades Central but have 
dropped their last five games since 
that victory. They’ll get an opportu-
nity to turn things around when they 
host Avon Park at 6:30 p.m. on April 
10.

• The Glades Central Lady 
Raiders’ struggles continued in 2019. 
They were swept by Glades Day 
and didn’t put up much resistance 
when Clewiston came to town and 
ran away with a 22-7 victory. The 
Lady Raiders will host a 1-11-1 Lake 
Worth team which is going through 
struggles of their own at 6:30 p.m. 
on April 10.

• The Pahokee Lady Blue Devils 
share a lot of similarities with Glades 
Central. Both teams are known 
nationally for their dominance on the 
football field, and both teams have 
had trouble fielding competitive soft-
ball teams. They’ll have their hands 
full when they travel to face Semi-
nole Ridge at 6 p.m. on April 10.

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News

Today, April 10, the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) is encourag-
ing communities, organizations and individuals 
to help conserve Florida’s only native tortoise.

This year, five counties — Alachua, Hernan-
do, Miami-Dade, Martin and Palm Beach — 
along with several local communities such as 
the city of Sanibel are adopting Florida Gopher 
Tortoise Day resolutions. But anyone can get 
involved in helping Florida’s gopher tortoises.

These gentle, slow-moving reptiles become 
more active in spring. You’re more likely to spot 
them this time of year as they leave their deep 
burrows to search for spring greenery and, 
often, for a mate. Look for tortoises and their 
half-moon shaped burrow entrances in yards, 
neighborhoods, along roadways and on many of 
the state’s private and public lands.

“When you help spread the word about 
gopher tortoise conservation, you’re also helping 
hundreds of other native species,” said Deborah 
Burr, who heads the FWC’s Gopher Tortoise 
Management Program. “Their burrows provide 
important shelter to many other animals such 
as the gopher frog and the federally threatened 
Eastern indigo snake.”

Anyone can help biologists with gopher 
tortoise research by using the gopher tortoise 
app to report sightings and observations of the 
species.

Gopher tortoises are found in all 67 Flori-
da counties, but need plenty of sandy, sunny 
habitats with an open tree canopy to thrive and 
survive. The FWC’s wildlife management area 
system, along with other public lands like state 
forests and parks, provide habitat for gopher 
tortoises. State and local government, non-profit 
organizations and private landowners also work 

with the FWC to help conserve and restore 
gopher tortoise habitat.

If you see a gopher tortoise crossing a road, 
you may pick it up and place it in a safe loca-
tion along the roadside in the direction it was 
heading, but only do so if it is safe. (It is advised 
to wear gloves when handling a tortoise.) 
Remember that gopher tortoises are a protected 
species. It is illegal to harm a gopher tortoise, its 
eggs or its burrow, to relocate without a permit, 
or to possess a tortoise, its eggs, or any parts of 
a tortoise.

Looking for ways to celebrate Gopher 
Tortoise Day and conserve the tortoise? Go to 
GopherTortoiseDayFL.com for information and 
activities for April 10 and all year long, including 
a resolution template for your community to 
adopt Gopher Tortoise Day, a guide to living with 
gopher tortoises, and ideas for kids’ activities, 
such as fun gopher tortoise coloring pages and 
the Gopher Tortoise Field Trip Guide.

Celebrate Florida’s favorite tortoise

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News
Gopher tortoises are found in all 67 Florida 
counties, but need plenty of sandy, sunny 
habitats with an open tree canopy to thrive 
and survive.



Special to the Lake Okeechobee News

CLEWISTON — Neil Nix of Okeechobee 
brought five bass to the scale March 30, 
weighing 21 pounds, 11 ounces, to win 
the T-H Marine FLW Bass Fishing League 
(BFL) Gator Division tournament on Lake 
Okeechobee. For his victory, Nix earned 
$5,641.

“I fished the North Shore area of the 
lake around scattered reed clumps. It’s a 
spawning area and during the spawn they 
get on those isolated clumps,” says Nix, 
who earned his second career win in FLW 
competition. “I caught most of my good 
fish early before 8:30 [a.m.], and one good 
one — a 4-pounder — around 11.”

Nix used a Texas-rigged, black and 
blue-colored Gambler Fat Ace with a 
3/16-ounce weight to catch his fish.

“I ended up catching more than 20 
keepers during the tournament,” says Neil. 
“I also caught a couple flipping in Observa-
tion Shoals with a Texas-rigged [black and 
blue-colored Reaction Innovations] Sweet 
Beaver, but didn’t end up weighing any of 
those fish.”

The top 10 boaters were:
• 1st: Neil Nix, Okeechobee, five bass, 

21-11, $3,641 + $2,000 Ranger Cup Bonus;
• 2nd: Santos Solis, Vero Beach,  five 

bass, 21-3, $1,820;
• 3rd: William Schmitt, West Palm 

Beach, five bass, 19-14, $1,032;
• 3rd: Robert Crosnoe, Inverness, five 

bass, 19-14, $1,032;
• 5th: Mikey Keyso Jr., North Port, five 

bass, 18-4, $728;
• 6th: Jim Hurlock Jr., West Palm Beach, 

five bass, 17-9, $668;
• 7th: Mike Davis, Alachua, five bass, 

16-15, $1,082;
• 8th: Jonathan Lecrone, Orlando, five 

bass, 16-5, $546;
• 9th: Brett Cannon, Parkland,  five bass, 

15-8, $455;
• 9th: Rick Mitchell, Naples, five bass, 

15-8, $455.
Davis caught a largemouth weighing 9 

pounds even — the heaviest of the event in 
the Boater Division — and earned the day’s 
Boater Big Bass award of $475.

Jay Trudel of Boca Raton won the 
Co-angler Division and $1,920 Saturday af-
ter catching five bass weighing 19 pounds, 
13 ounces.

The top 10 co-anglers were:
• 1st: Jay Trudel, Boca Ra-

ton,  five bass, 19-13, $1,920
• 2nd: Robert Turcotte, Na-

ples,, five bass, 16-0, $1,028
• 3rd: Moses Wilson, Clew-

iston,  five bass, 15-9, $607
• 4th: Bryce Goff, Haines 

City, five bass, 13-1, $425
• 5th: Bryan Lefebvre, Pom-

pano Beach, five bass, 12-5, $364
• 6th: Jesse Forthun, Saint James City, 

four bass, 11-13, $334

• 7th: Dana Bass, Miami, five 
bass, 11-9, $303

• 8th: Michael Robel, Bra-
denton, four bass, 11-6, $323

• 9th: Kevin Thomas, Mira-
mar, five bass, 11-3, $243

• 10th: Steve Smith, Jackson-
ville, five bass, 10-11, $212

Larry Branch of Kissimmee 
caught the largest bass in the 

Co-angler Division, a fish weighing in at 7 
pounds, 5 ounces. The catch earned him 
the day’s Co-angler Big Bass award of $118.

The tournament was hosted by Roland 

& Mary Ann Martin’s Marina & Resort.

The top 45 boaters and co-anglers in 

the region based on point standings, along 

with the five winners in each qualifying 

event, will be entered in the Oct. 10-12 BFL 

Regional Championship on Lake Seminole 

in Bainbridge, Ga. Boaters will compete 

for a top award of a Ranger Z518L with a 

200-horsepower outboard and $20,000, 

while co-anglers will fish for a new Ranger 

Z518L with a 200-horsepower outboard.

Okeechobee’s Neil Nix flips reeds on the Big O
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319 N Parrott Ave, Okeechobee, FL 34972
Additional Offices: 

Stuart | Port St. Lucie West | Port St. Lucie

(863) 410-2860

Neil Nix

Children’s Ranch holds 
yard sale

Real Life Children’s Ranch, 7777 U.S. 
441 S.E., yard sale is open every week 
from Tuesday through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. If you like to read, fill a bag with 
books for $1. Fill a bag of clothes for $1. 
For information, call 863-763-4242.

Build your family tree
Let the Family History Center at the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, 310 S.W. Sixth St., build your 
family tree from billions of names and 
documents now indexed on Tuesdays 
from 6 to 8 p.m. and Wednesdays from 
10 a.m. to noon. Free to the public. For 
information, call 863-467-2425.



By Cathy Womble
Lake Okeechobee News

When most people think of the signs 
of a stroke, they think of things like face 
drooping, arm weakness, slurred speech, 
possibly dragging a foot on one side. Usu-
ally you hear about it affecting one side of 
the body, but there are times when the only 
sign of a stroke is confused speech, and 
if Tara Marshall had not recognized it for 
what it was, 43-year-old Rob Friend would 
likely not be alive today, said Mr. Friend’s 
mother, Linda Friend. “She’s a lovely, lovely 
girl and so very kind.”

Last August, Ms. Marshall said Mr. Friend 
started acting strange one night. He was 
talking nonsense. The words he said were 
real words, but the things he was saying 
were crazy, and she knew something was 
wrong, but she couldn’t convince him to let 
her take him to the hospital. He kept saying 
he thought she was going to take him to 
a mental hospital because she had told 
him he wasn’t making sense, she said. She 
couldn’t convince him she meant a regular 
hospital emergency room.

The next morning, she heard a thump 

and found him on his hands and knees on 
the floor. That was it, she said. She knew 
she had to get him to the hospital no matter 
what he said. She said she just had a feeling 
it was a stroke even though he didn’t have 
the usual signs. Mr. Friend is not a small 
man, she said. He is 6’1” and 220 pounds, 
but somehow she got him into the car 
and raced for the emergency room, and of 
course, she was stopped by law enforce-
ment, but when she explained what was 
happening, they allowed her to go.

Mr. Friend was in the hospital for about 
five days before being released because he 
had no insurance, she said. They were told 
he had receptive and expressive aphasia. 
He is doing well, according to both Mrs. 
Friend and Ms. Marshall, but still has a 
long way to go. If it hadn’t been for Ms. 
Marshall’s persistence, he might not have 
survived, they said.

The Stroke Association says Wernicke’s 
Aphasia (receptive) can cause you to say 
words that do not make sense or you might 
use the wrong word for something or put a 
group of words together in the semblance 
of a sentence but together, they have no 

logical meaning. Broca’s Aphasia (expres-
sive) affects the way words are put together 
to form sentences.

According to the Stroke Association, “A 
stroke is a brain attack. It happens when 
the blood supply to part of the brain is cut 
off, killing brain cells. Damage to the brain 
can affect how the body works. It can also 
change how you think and feel.” Approx-
imately one in eight people die within 30 
days of having a stroke, but the sooner you 
receive treatment, the better your chances 
of recovery.

The most common signs of a stroke are 
as follows:

• Face: Can the person smile? Is his face 
drooping on one side?

• Arms: Can the person raise both arms 
and keep them there?

• Speech problems: Can the person 
speak clearly and understand what you say? 
Is his speech slurred?

• Time: If you see any of these three 
signs, it’s time to call 911.

Additional, less common, symptoms 
that may be seen in a stroke victim are 
sudden weakness or numbness on one side 

of the body, including legs, hands or feet, 
difficulty finding words or speaking in clear 
sentences, sudden blurred vision or loss of 
sight in one or both eyes, sudden memory 
loss or confusion, and dizziness; or a sud-
den fall or a sudden, severe headache, says 
the Stroke Association.

The Stroke Association says not all strokes look alike
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DOCTOR’S
OFFICE  

NOW 
OPEN

863.623.4195

Suzan E. Zimmer, DO  •  Amy B. Paine, APRN

Call today for next day appointment

113 NE 19th Drive | Okeechobee, FL 34972 | F: 863.623.5187 | www.midwaycare.org

Family-Owned & Operated, 
OHCF has been 

Providing Rehab & 
Residential Care to 
Okeechobee & the 

Surrounding Communities 
Since 1984

• Rehab, Physical,
 Occupational, Speech 
 & Out-Patient Therapy
• Long-Term Nursing 
 Care Available 24/7
• Secure Dementia and 
 Alzheimer’s
 Memory-Care Wing
• Delicious Meals
• Fun & Stimulating
 Activities  

Five-Star Rated

We Love
to Care!

Okeechobee 
Health Care 

Facility
1646 U.S. 

Highway 441 
North

863-763-2226

April Bloodmobile visits planned
OKEECHOBEE — If you are over the age of 17 and in good health, you can help save 

lives by donating blood. The bloodmobile will visit Okeechobee on the following dates. 
Donors will receive gifts.

• Monday, April 15, Walmart, 2101 S. Parrott Ave., 1:30 to 7 p.m., $10 Walmart gift 
card, $5 Golden Corral card, $8 Lion Country Safari card.

• Saturday, April 20, Walmart, 2101 S. Parrott Ave., 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., $10 
Walmart gift card, $5 Golden Corral card, $8 Lion Country Safari card.

• Sunday, April 21, Walmart, 2101 S. Parrott Ave., 11:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., $10 
Walmart gift card, $5 Golden Corral card, $8 Lion Country Safari card.

• Monday, April 22, Okeechobee Correctional Institution, 3420 N.E. 168th St., 1:30 
to 7 p.m., One Blood cap, $5 Golden Corral card, $8 Lion Country Safari card.

• Friday, April 26, Publix, 3551 U.S. 441, 1:30 to 7 p.m., $10 Publix gift card, $5 
Golden Corral card, $8 Lion Country Safari card.

• Tuesday, April 30, Raulerson Hospital, 1796 U.S. 441, 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., One 
Blood cap, $5 Golden Corral card, $8 Lion Country Safari card.
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208 NORTHEAST THIRD STREET
OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972

863.763.3909
TenniswoodDental.com

The doctors at Tenniswood Dental 
Associates have been creating 

beautiful smiles for over 55 years.

Mark J. Tenniswood, D.M.D.
Jenna Tenniswood Bryan, D.M.D.

Clifford E. Bryan IV, D.M.D.

OPEN
Wednesdays and every 

1st & 3rd Saturdays along 
with our normal hours

Accepting New Patients

Jason Welch APRN/CEO Dermatology
Nitra Welch APRN/CFO Dermatology

Stanley Katz, MD Dermatology
Dudley Giles MD Plastic Surgeon 

General, Cosmetic and 
Surgical Dermatology 

             Dr. Stanley Katz, MD, 
               Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

                now accepting patients at 
                    Blue Ocean Dermatology

Call 863-226-5466   •   1004 N. Parrott Ave Okeechobee   •    Monday - Friday 9 -5

Most insurance including Tricare and Human Gold Plus Accepted

Recognized as one of
America’s top surgeons

105 NE 19th Drive • Okeechobee, FL 34972
863.623.4486 (voice)

863.623.4487 (fax)
www.sainnovalsurgical.com

Health News
Diabetes workshop to be held

OKEECHOBEE — There will be a six-
week Diabetes Self-Management Workshop 
for adults and seniors with Type 2 Diabetes 
at Our Village Okeechobee, 1703 S.W. Sec-
ond Ave. The workshop will meet for 2.5 
hours once a week for six weeks. Attend 
session-zero on Wednesday, April 9, to 
meet the co-leaders. The workshops will 
be on Wednesdays, April 16, 23, 30, and 
Wednesdays, May 7, 14, and 21, from 5:30 
to 8 p.m. Plan to attend at least four of the 
six meetings. To register, visit www.lorhn.
org, or call 888-880-8242, or email info@
lorhn.org.

Diabetes workshop to be held
CLEWISTON — There will be a Diabetes 

Self-Managment Workshop at the Florida 
B. Thomas Library in Harlem, 1010 Harlem 
Academy Ave. The workshop will meet for 
2.5 hours once a week on Wednesdays, 
April 10, 17, and Wednesdays, May 1, 8, 
and 15. Plan to attend at least four of the 
meetings. To register, visit www.lorhn.org, or 
call 888-880-8242, or email info@lorhn.org.

Literacy Workshop scheduled
OKEECHOBEE — Health Literacy is 

the ability a person has that helps them 
find, manage, and understand basic health 
information and services needed to make 
appropriate health decisions. Workshops 
are three weekly sessions to be held on 
Mondays, May 6, 13, 20, and June 3, 10, 17, 
at the Okeechobee Library, 206 S.W. 16th 
St., from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Healthy snacks, 
giveaways and Certificates of Completion 
included. For information, call 561-844-4220 
ext. 1500 or email info@lorhn.org.

Drug free Hendry meeting set
LABELLE — Join the Drug Free Hendry 

County/Hendry Tobacco Free Partnership 
for a meeting on Thursday, April 11, at 4 
p.m. at Carlson Memorial United Meth-
odist Church, 310 Campbell St., in the 
Fellowship Hall.

Rid cabinet of drugs
CLEWISTON — K&M Drugs, 340 E. 

Sugarland Highway, will host Operation 
Medicine Cabinet on Saturday, May 11, 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Blood pressure checks free
OKEECHOBEE — Okeechobee Coun-

ty Fire/Rescue offers free blood pressure 
checks from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday at:

• Fire Station #1, 504 N.W. Sixth St.,
• Fire Station #2, 3511 S.E. 38th Ave., 

and, 
• Fire Station #4, 1199 N.E. 168th St.
Understand that if you stop by a station 

and there is no staff there, they are out on 
an emergency call. Please stop back later.

Bereavement group meets
OKEECHOBEE — Hospice of 

Okeechobee offers weekly Bereavement 
Support Group meetings each Tuesday and 
Thursday at 10 a.m. in the Volunteer Build-
ing, 317 S.E. Third Ave., Door #1. Meet-
ings are free and you do not have to have 
Hospice services. Hospice counseling is 
available to anyone in Okeechobee County. 
For more information, contact Hospice of 
Okeechobee at 863-467-2321.

Cancer Support Group meets
OKEECHOBEE — The Christ Fellowship 

Church, 701 S. Parrott Ave., will hold a 

Cancer Support Group on the second and 

fourth Wednesday of each month at 6:30 

p.m. Group sessions will be a resource for 

encouragement, education and support. 

For information, call Judy at 863-532-1721 

or email CancerSupportCF@gmail.com.

Mental Health meetings set
OKEECHOBEE — The Okeechobee 

Children’s Mental Health System of Care 

will hold Mental Wellness Support Group 

meetings for caregivers and youth every 

second and fourth Mondays of the month 

at the following locations:

• Adult and high school groups meet 

at the Church of Our Saviour Episcopal 

Church located at 200 N.W. Third St.

• Middle school and elementary groups 

meet across the street at the First United 

Methodist Church located at 200 N.W. 

Second St.

For information, contact Jane Kaufman, 

System of Care family coordinator, by 

phone at 863-462-5125 ext. 135 or by email 

at jane.kaufman@okee.k12.fl.us.

Support group to meet
OKEECHOBEE — A support group for 

parents whose children have attempted 

suicide meets on the last Tuesday of the 

month from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Church of 

God, 912 N.W. Park St. in Okeechobee.

Special to the Lake Okeechobee 
News

OKEECHOBEE — Resi-
dents living in and around the 
Okeechobee area can learn 
about their risk for cardiovas-
cular disease, osteoporosis, 
diabetes and other chronic, se-
rious conditions with affordable 
screenings by Life Line Screen-
ing. Okeechobee Christian 

Church will host this communi-
ty event on April 22. The site is 
located at 3055 S.E. 18th Terrace 
in Okeechobee.

Screenings can check for:
• The level of plaque build-

up in your arteries, related to 
risk for heart disease, stroke and 
overall vascular health.

• HDL and LDL cholesterol 
levels

• Diabetes risk

• Bone density as a risk for 
possible osteoporosis

• Kidney and thyroid func-
tion, and more

Screenings are affordable, 
convenient and accessible for 
wheelchairs and those with 
trouble walking. Free parking is 
also available.

Packages start at $149, but 
consultants will work with you 
to create a package that is right 

for you based on your age and 
risk factors.

Also ask about our Wellness 
Gold Membership Program 
which allows customers to get 
all the screenings they need 
now, but pay $19.95 a month. 
Call 877-237-1287 or visit our 
website at lifelinescreening.
com. Pre-registration is re-
quired.

Affordable health screenings coming to Okeechobee
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JUBILEE
Continued From Page 1 

Stories from the jubilee
Connie Deaton was with her mom,

Linda McMillan, selling T-shirts and other 
items at the booth for the Jimmy McMillan 
memorial fishing tournament, which will 
take place on Saturday, May 11, out of the 
Belle Glade marina.

The late Mr. McMillan owned a grocery 
store in Belle Glade and was robbed and 
murdered on Jan. 2, 2012.

“Fishing was his life, and so we started 
the tournament as a way of remembering 
him and bringing people together. We 
established a scholarship in his name at the 
high school that he graduated from, Glades 
Day School, so all the proceeds from this go 
directly to students there,” she said.

“There’s an essay that they write and 
we’ve given almost $30,000 in scholarships 
over seven years. The fishing day is all 
about the fishermen. Two of Jimmy’s three 
sons are also professional fishermen. They 
travel the circuit.”

Breezy McMillan, who started the

Anglers for Lake O lobbying group with 
Martin Marina (Clewiston) General Manager 
Ramon Iglesias last fall, is her cousin, said 
Connie, and another generation is getting in 
the game already.

Glades Lives Matter
Jennifer Jean was at the Glades Lives 

Matter booth selling T-shirts and totes to 
benefit their scholarship fund.

“We (help with things) that you need 
to face in order to make a change locally, 
but how it takes place is in Tallahassee. We 
attend health fairs and events like this, just 
trying to raise awareness about the Glades 
area and why we want to make sure it stays 
intact.”

Tom and Traci Rose of Port St. Lucie 
were there selling her homemade concoc­
tions of herb-glazed, roasted nuts that she 
makes herself starting with raw materials. 
Many types were available and they were 
giving out free samples to everyone who 
approached, as well as selling bags and jars 
full.

They call their business T’s Taste of 
Chicago Gourmet Glazed Nuts, named after 
a catering business she’d operated for years

in Michigan. She grew up in Warrenville,
111., but the couple are originally from the 
Upper Peninsula.

Said Mrs. Rose: “In Michigan, I had a 
food vending business called T’s Taste of 
Chicago, because I lived in the Chicago area 
and I enjoyed their food, so I wanted to sell 
it elsewhere.” She grew up in Warrenville, 
near Naperville. They’ve been going to 
Black Gold for a couple of years.

“I order them in bulk and I get them 
from different places, but mostly from Cali­
fornia and Texas. I buy them raw and then 
I coat them all. The recipes all come from 
me, from my mind. I just think of some­
thing, and then I concoct and I’ll make it 
until I think it tastes good.” Their gourmet 
glazed nuts were irresistible, of course 
(says the satisfied snacker who bought the 
Blueberry Glazed Pecans).

Belle Glade City Manager Lomax Har- 
relle and Deputy City Manager Beverly Scott 
were greeting people at the waterfront 
pavilion bearing his name as contest entries 
were trickling in, and later were seen 
tooling around the grounds and interacting 
with the crowds in a city golf cart. City staff 
members manned a booth elsewhere at the

festival, where they were having folks spin 
a wheel for swag prizes they were giving 
away.

Both officials said it had been a very 
successful day already so far, but it was still 
early, and stragglers from the Black Gold 
Jubilee Parade that had taken place down­
town at 10 a.m. were just starting to con­
verge en masse at the Torry Island Marina 
& Campground as the free entertainment 
began at the band shell. Two concerts at the 
Lakeside Amphitheater closed out the day’s 
activities. At 5:30 p.m., Night Moves (The 
Ultimate Bob Seger Tribute Band) took 
the stage, and at 7:30 p.m., Kentucky-born 
country music crooner John Michael Mont­
gomery followed.

Traffic and crowd control were being 
handled efficiently by deputies out of the 
Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office District 
13/City of Belle Glade substation. Along 
the water’s edge on the road leading to the 
park was Captain Steve and his crew from 
MasterGator Airboat Tours of Palm Beach 
County, offering rides for $25 a person and 
doing a brisk business.

Chris Felker can be reached at cfelker@ 
newszap.com.
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Law Offices of Lefebvre & Dixon
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Family History Center
Find Your Family Roots!

Let us help you build your family 
tree from billions of 

names/documents now indexed. 
Wednesday - 10:00am to 12 noon 

Additional times available by appointment.

FREE TO THE PUBLIC
310 SW 6th Street, Okeechobee • 863-824-2245

Family Search^

Tree Trimming & Removal 
Debris Removal & Hauling • Bobcat Services 
Stump Grinding • Commercial & Residential

Mike
Owner/Operator

Email:
Mike@xpsinc.com

An affordable 
solution to 
advertising 

your business 
Call 863-763-3134

Time Zone Clock
(S> Watch Repair

'We d* ¿uut&eccdti

20 Years Experience

260-456-9042 • 260-255-8811

Kathy McCorm
Barber/Stylist 
863-634-0899

Carolyn’s 
Barber

2303 S. Parrott Ave., Ste C 
Okeechobee,FL 34974 
Ivmccormack55@yahoo.com
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