
RE-SEWING A PAMPHLET 
George A. Smathers Libraries  

Basic Guidelines for When to Stitch Something Together 
Typically, sewing a pamphlet together happens after you have removed staples 
in order to image the item clearly during digitization.  The grouping usually 
consists of loose sheets that were stapled together at the margin or a group of 
folded sheets stapled through the fold.  Whether loose or folded, the sewing is 
the same. 

Sewing: 
You will need to have an odd number of holes for this sewing pattern.  For books 
less than 8 inches (20 centimeters) in height, you will need a minimum of three 
holes.  For books greater than 8 inches, you will need more holes, preferably at 
least one hole for every two inches.  You don’t want holes farther apart than 
about 2 inches (5 centimeters) from each other, and holes should be at least 1/2 
inch (1-2 centimeters) from the the top and bottom edges.   
• There should be sewing holes near the center as well as near the head and 
tail of the grouping—about ½” (1-2 centimeters) away from the ends. 
• Check the holes from the previous fasteners (like staples).  If the paper is 
strong around the holes, you can use the same holes as your sewing holes though 
they may need to be enlarged using the awl. 
• If you need holes in a different location other than original holes (or  
original holes are too fragile to sew through), align the stack of paper and keep 
the whole grouping together via Bulldog clips at the head and tail of the 
grouping. 
• Slip a small square of binder’s board underneath the grouping where you 
are going to punch a hole in the paper. 
• Using your awl, slowly pierce the grouping from the top down—twist 
slowly as you go, making sure that you are not putting your fingers in the way of 
the sharp point of the awl. 
• Cut a length of thread about 2 ½ times the height of the grouping and 
sew as follows (see diagrams at bottom of page). 
• Finish by tying the ends of thread into a square knot around the thread 

that skipped the center hole.  Trim thread. 

 

 

 

 

 

TOOLS NEEDED 
Awl 
Needle 
Linen Thread 
Small Scissors 
Small weight 
Small square of binder’s  

board 
Ruler (maybe) 
Bulldog clips 
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