
On the eve of her surgery, Melody Lynn 
took a shower. This was uncanny. She 
never showered at night. Such a chore 
exhausted her. But looking back, it’s as 
if she knew she should be ready, as if 
she knew her phone would ring before 
sunrise.

She showered. She retreated to her 
couch for half an hour. She dried her hair, 
sat back down on her couch to rest, then 

dressed. So go the motions of a cystic 
fibrosis patient awaiting a lung transplant.

Last December, Florida Weekly ran a 
feature about Ms. Lynn and her journey. 
At age 26, the lifelong dancer no longer 
had the lung capacity to dance. Her pul-
monary function had degenerated to the 
point where a transplant was essential, 
but she asked her doctors to wait, so she 
could walk across the stage for her college 
graduation.

Seeking salvation, lung transplant patient finds inspiration
BY ATHENA PONUSHIS
aponushis@fl oridaweekly.com
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THERE’S NO ESCAPING OUR 
predicament: We’re still lay-
ing down track with a big engine 
already on it and coming fast.

A massive retooling of the nation’s 
health-care “system,” as we’ve optimisti-
cally described it for a half-century (our 
stew? our scramble? our health-care hash?), 
begins this week, on Friday, Dec. 14.

Just like that, in the sweep of an American 
election and the wake of a Supreme Court deci-
sion, all of us will board the history train — the 
Affordable Care Act, known both derisively and

 Obamacare
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I haven’t known many animals, in the 
way that my grandfather didn’t know many 
peoples. But I’ve known enough to know 
what I’m talking about, and so did he.

He knew the people he came from in Mis-
souri, and he knew the ones he saw in the 
mountains of Colorado, where he’d gone as 
a boy of 12 to work on the Stirrup Ranch.

Later, he homesteaded and built his own 
big ranch across more than 100 square 
miles of mountains and 71 years of liv-
ing. The nearest neighbor was miles away, 
which was just fine with him, because he 
had animals. Horses, beef cows, a milk cow, 
a pig or two, chickens, dogs, cats and plenty 
of children — it was a pretty good zoo.

He could learn from it the kinds of things 
some people try to learn from the world’s 
great universities, after studying the arts 
and sciences for years at great cost, and 
after reading hundreds of books: How to 
live with one’s fellow man.

How to express tolerance and toughness 
at the same time.

How to be gracious, kind and command-
ing without being a tyrant.

How to be disciplined and attentive to a 
world beyond your own hunger and ambi-
tion.

How to accept those whose differences 
are so striking that even tolerance won’t 
cut it.

In other words, he learned how to live 
with animals.

The greatest gift you can give a child 
of the suburbs, or a spouse, or a friend, or 
a troubled teen, or a boss who just lacks 
empathy, is an animal or two.

With Hanukkah drifting away over one 
hill and Christmas riding down the other 
toward us, let me offer you a basket of gift 
ideas that could change lives.

Are these gifts safe? Will they always tit-
illate the senses? Will they make somebody 
look better, feel more important, achieve 
some higher status or get richer? Will they 
create chief executive officers or presidents 
someday?

Absolutely.  But that should never be the 
point of giving. Great gifts should inspire 
understanding in a house of mystery — and 
they should do it in a kind way.

Even if the gift bites you.
Come to think of it, it would be better if 

a gift bit you. You can’t learn as much from 
reading Homer or Herodotus, Aristotle or 
Plato, Virgil or Cicero, Mathew-Mark-Luke-
John, the Venerable Bede, St. Thomas, St. 
Augustine, Chaucer, Shakespeare, Defoe, 
Cervantes, Donne, Milton, Pope, Trollope, 
Dollop or Follow-up (whoever they are), or 
even Bill Watterson (Calvin and Hobbes), 
as you can from a good, stiff, blood-sucking 
bite.

Dogs and cats bite, sure. But so do hors-
es, for example. And camels and llamas and 
geese.

Geese? Yes, geese bite; they don’t peck.
A good ol’ ornery goose, who will live 

about 20 years and honk like the Salvation 
Army band when any intruder appears, will 

put a beaked grip on your ass (not YOUR 
lightweight ass, the 400-pound ass you 
buy for a loved one) capable of drawing 
an admirable purple bruise to the surface 
within the very hour.

It’s beautiful to see, and it’s a lot cheaper 
than sending your loved one to Harvard or 
Princeton or Yale or Columbia University, 
for example, where President Lee Bollinger 
receives a salary of $1.93 million, accord-
ing to the Chronicle of Higher Education. 
Somebody needs to bite his ass.

So I recommend animals this holiday 
season.

And I don’t want to hear about condo 
association rules, city rules or any of that 
“I’m too busy” crap. Of which, by the way, 
your gift recipient will be picking up a lot.

But Hercules shoveled out the Augean 
stables, didn’t he? And you’re an American, 
aren’t you? Or a Mexican, or a German, or 
a Brit, or a Frenchman or (God forbid) a 
Canadian? You know there are ways around 
this problem.

Here, then, are my recommendations for 
real gifts, not perfumed little pastiches — 
little necktie nods to capitalist etiquette — 
that do nothing for the soul on Christmas 
Day.

First, a dog. Nothing can do as much for 
your soul as a dog. Except maybe a horse. 
Or a waiter assigned to you for life, after 
you win the Powerball lottery.

Dogs will look into your soul for 10 or 
12 years, which is a lot more time than a 
psychoanalyst will spend, and for a lot less 
money. You’ll never be the same again. 

I recommend a blackmouth cur — a 
tough, smart little cow dog that will follow 
you to the ends of the earth and back, or 
die trying. They should run you between 
$300 and $1,000, depending on how pure 
you want the breed. Google them or simply 

go here: www.baydog.com/purebreds.htm.
As for that goose, try this: www.birds-

now.com/gooseflorida.htm.
You can find every kind and color: Afri-

can geese, Egyptian geese, British or Amer-
ican geese, Russian geese, Canadian geese 
— well, never mind them. You have to 
shoot them out of the sky, I guess. From 
$10 to $100.

The cage to haul your goose or deliver 
it under a tree — a good cage — will cost 
another $50, but what’s that in return for 
20 years of eye-opening, soul-widening, 
tolerance-teaching, got-dang-foul-beaked-
sour-tempered-son-of-a-snitch?

Then, of course, there are horses.
You know you’ve always wanted one.
You know your daughter’s always wanted 

one.
You know your wife has always wanted 

one.
Come on, dude, man up. Get a horse. 

Find a stable. I don’t even need to tell you 
how. This is horse country. Get your head 
out of the mall and do something that will 
mean everything.

No? OK, one final gift suggestion, then — 
and it’s a non-ownership thing, at least as 
far as the animal goes.

Buy Ron Wiggins’ wonderful book, “Flor-
ida Authentica,” for $15 at www.ronsfun-
nybooks.com. Turn to No. 6 of 52 Florida 
Adventures.

“I was gang-nudged by a herd of affec-
tion-crazed manatees (while snorkeling) on 
the Homosassa,” he admits.

He will tell you how to get there, and 
what to do so it can happen to you or your 
loved ones, too.

That manatee might not bite you, or the 
kid to whom you give this gift, but neither 
one of you will ever be the same again.

Happy holidays and a biting New Year! ■

COMMENTARY

The gift that bites you
w

rogerWILLIAMS
rwilliams@floridaweekly.com
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Gen. George Washington’s army 
retreated from New York in ignominy 
in November 1776. As it moved through 
New Jersey, Lt. James Monroe, the 
future president, stood by the road and 
counted the troops: 3,000 left from an 
original force of 30,000.

In December 1776, the future of Amer-
ica hung on the fate of a bedraggled 
army barely a step ahead of annihilation.

The Americans confronted about 
two-thirds of the British army, and half 
its navy, not to mention thousands of 
German mercenaries. The defense of 
New York was barely worthy of the 
name. When British troops crossed 
into Manhattan at Kips Bay, the Ameri-
cans ran. Gen. Washington reportedly 
exclaimed in despair, “Are these the men 
with which I am to defend America?”

Later, from the New Jersey Palisades, 
he watched as the British took Fort Wash-
ington across the Hudson, held by 3,000 
American troops, and put surrendering 

Americans to the sword. According to 
one account, Gen. Washington turned 
away and wept “with the tenderness of 
a child.”

British strategy depended on shatter-
ing American faith in the Continental 
Army and reconciling the rebellious 
colonies to the Crown. As the Ameri-
cans fled to the Pennsylvania side of the 
Delaware River, the British occupied 
New Jersey and offered an amnesty to 
anyone declaring his loyalty. They had 
thousands of takers, including one sign-
er of the Declaration of Independence.

With expiring enlistments about to 
reduce his army further, Gen. Washing-
ton decided on a scheme to cross the 
Delaware on Christmas and surprise the 
Hessian garrison in Trenton. “If the raid 
backfired,” Washington biographer Ron 
Chernow writes, “the war was likely over 
and he would be captured and killed.” 

Behind schedule, Gen. Washington’s 
main force of 2,400 started crossing the 
river that night. Yes, most of them were 
standing up in flat-bottomed boats. Yes, 
there were ice floes. It wasn’t until 4 
a.m. that all the men were across the 
river. They had 9 miles still to march 
to Trenton in a driving storm and no 
chance of making it before daybreak. 

Gen. Washington considered calling it 
off, but he had already come too far. 

Arriving at Trenton at 8 a.m., his 
spirited troops seemed “to vie with the 
other in pressing forward,” he wrote 
afterward. They surprised the Hessians, 
who didn’t expect an attack in such 
weather. The battle ended quickly — 22 
Hessians killed, 83 wounded and 900 
captured, to two American deaths.

“It may be doubted whether so small 
a number of men ever employed so 
short a space of time with greater and 
more lasting effects upon the history 
of the world,” British historian George 
Trevelyan wrote. 

Pulitzer Prize-winning historian 
David Hackett Fischer sees in the Amer-
ican resurgence after our fortunes were 
at their lowest a reassuring aspect of 
our national character in this season of 
discontent: We respond when pressed. 
Dr. Benjamin Rush, a great supporter of 
the American cause, wrote: “Our repub-
lics cannot exist long in prosperity. We 
require adversity and appear to possess 
most of the republican spirit when most 
depressed.” May it still be so. ■

— Rich Lowry is editor of the Nation-
al Review.
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OPINION
America’s first Christmas

amyGOODMAN
Special to Florida Weekly

A carbon tsunami in Doha

The 18th U.N. climate-change sum-
mit is taking place in the small but 
immensely wealthy Gulf emirate of 
Qatar, the largest per capita emitter of 
greenhouse gases in the world. Del-
egates, press, dignitaries and the legions 
of low-paid, foreign guest workers here 
at the opulent Qatar National Conven-
tion Center all pass under an enor-
mous spider, a 30-foot-high cast-bronze 
statue called “Maman,” by the French-
American sculptor Louise Bourgeois. 
It was chosen by the emir’s wife, and 
snapped up for a reported $10 million. 
The Obama administration has been 
accused, rightly, of derailing the UN cli-
mate negotiations in recent years, which 
makes the spider an appropriate sym-
bol, as famously described by the lines 
from an 1808 poem by Sir Walter Scott,

“Oh! what a tangled web we weave
When first we practice to deceive!”
Here at the summit, referred to as the 

COP 18 (18th Conference of Parties), I 
met up with climate scientist Bill Hare, 
one of the lead authors of a new World 
Bank report, “Turn Down the Heat: Why 
a 4 Degree C Warmer World Must Be 
Avoided.” With the U.S. media focused 
on the so-called fiscal cliff, I asked Mr. 
Hare how the world’s historically larg-
est emitter of greenhouse gases, the 
United States, could be expected to 
contribute to a global fund to combat 
climate change:

“We have a climate cliff. ... We’re fac-
ing a carbon tsunami, actually, where 
huge amounts of carbon are now being 
emitted at a faster rate than ever. And 
it’s that carbon tsunami that’s likely to 
overwhelm the planet with warming, 
sea-level rise and acidifying the oceans.”

Just a day after I interviewed Mr. Hare, 
a powerful typhoon hit the Philippines. 
I spoke with the lead climate negotiator 
from the Philippines, Naderev Sano, just 
minutes after the news of the typhoon 
broke. “It is sobering for us to know that 
a typhoon like this normally doesn’t hit 
that part of the country,” he told me. “In 
half a century, this is the first time that 
a typhoon that has crossed as far south 
as Bopha has.” I asked Mr. Sano what he 
was hoping for in Doha:

“The single biggest measure of suc-
cess in Doha is, first and foremost, the 
second commitment period of the Kyoto 
Protocol. That is something we hold 
very dearly, because that is the jump-
off base for enhanced ambition for the 
whole world.”

The Kyoto Protocol is the only legally 
binding global treaty that forces nations 
to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions. 
Unless action is taken, it will lapse 
at the end of this month. Mr. Sano 
explained: “When we reach the first 
day of 2013, if we don’t have any success 
here in Doha, then we end up with noth-
ing. We end up with a ... system where 
climate change faces a world that has 
not found the political will to address 
the climate crisis.”

Another participant at the summit is 
Kumi Naidoo, the executive director of 
Greenpeace International. I last inter-
viewed him via phone as he was hanging 
from a Russian Gazprom oil rig in the 
Arctic, getting hosed down with water 
intended to dislodge him. Mr. Naidoo 
wrote before coming to COP 18: “Doha 
is already infamous for dead-end trade 
talks. One more failure and it will be 
forever known as the place where global 
deals go to die.” 

At a press conference held here, Mr. 
Naidoo directed his own rhetorical fire 
hose at the Obama administration. Not-
ing Barack Obama’s reference to climate 
change in his Nov. 6 victory speech, Mr. 
Naidoo said, naming Obama’s climate 

negotiators, “Todd Stern and Jonathan 
Pershing have come to Doha with their 
needle stuck in the groove of obstruct-
ing the U.N. process, an art they have 
perfected. It is disrespectful of Presi-
dent Obama to inflict on us two negative 
negotiators who act as if the comments 
he made after his election were never 
made. He should either pick up the 
phone and tell his delegates to follow 
his lead or alternatively call them back 
to Washington.” When I asked Mr. Per-
shing to respond to Mr. Naidoo, whether 
he was following President Obama’s 
wishes, he replied, “No comment.”

While the expectations for the Doha 
climate summit are low, even grim, and 
while attendance at this summit is a 
fraction of what we saw at the last three 
in Copenhagen, Cancun and Durban, 
there is here a strong core of committed 
people who care about the future of the 
planet, who are taking action to protect 
it from human-induced climate change. 
It is these people who the giant spider in 
the lobby also represents. The sculpture 
is protecting a sac of eggs, and, as Lou-
ise Bourgeois explained: “The Spider is 
an ode to my mother. ... Like a spider, my 
mother was a weaver. Spiders are help-
ful and protective.”

From Typhoon Bopha in the Phil-
ippines to Superstorm Sandy in the 
United States, the web of climate activ-
ists is not tangled, but growing stronger, 
leading the way. If only the politicians 
would follow. ■

— Denis Moynihan contributed 
research to this column.

— Amy Goodman is the host of 
“Democracy Now!,” a daily internation-
al TV/radio news hour airing on more 
than 1,000 stations in North America. 
She is the author of “Breaking the Sound 
Barrier,” recently released in paperback 
and now a New York Times best-seller.
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I enjoy supporting local businesses 
such as Alexander’s Restaurant, which 
was established by Alexander Bernard in 
1995. It’s really named after the propri-
etor’s son, Alexander Jr., who graduated 
from Barron Collier High School and is in 
his freshman year at Duke University.

The elder Alexander grew up in Old 
Orchard Beach near Portland, Maine. His 
older brother pursued the vocation of his 
father and joined the Merchant Marine. 
His older sister became a teacher, but Alex 
knew he wanted to be a chef by the time 
he was 15. 

After graduating from public schools, 
he earned an associate’s degree in culinary 
arts at Johnson and Wales in Providence, 
R.I., before studying business for a year 
at Florida International University. His 
first job in the culinary profession was 
at the Ocean Reef Club in Key Largo for 
three years. He then moved to the Kiawah 
Island Resort for two years. His goal was 
to become an executive chef of a hotel. 
He was then invited to join the staff at the 
new Flagship Radisson Hotel in down-
town Minneapolis as a sous chef (heir 
apparent to the executive chef).

Alexander was on his planned career 
path to become an executive chef, but he 
got sidetracked by the food and beverage 

manager at the Radisson, who spoke to 
him about an opportunity in Naples. He 
and his wife, both graduates of the Cornell 
School of Hotel Managment, then wanted 
to leave the hotel business to open their 
own restaurant in Naples. At the time, 
Alex felt that joining the new venture as 
a partner would provide a fresh start both 
personally and professionally.

They opened Margo’s Restaurant on 
U.S. 41 in 1987 and ran the restaurant 
together for five years. They later bought 
Michael’s Cafe, located in the Hibiscus 
Center, from Michael Hernandez. Alex 
decided to start his own restaurant and 
opened Alexander’s Restuarant, which has 
been in the same location since 1995.

In his first year in Naples, Alex met 
his future wife, Monika. A skilled dancer, 
Monika owned a thriving dance studio in 
Germany. Alex and Monika dated for six 
years before marrying.

Music and the performing arts has 
always been a focal point for the Bernard 
family. Monika has been a dancer all her 
life. They encouraged Alex Jr. to learn 
to play the piano. Together they support 
several performing arts venues such as 
The Phil and Gulfshore Playhouse as well 
as other charities such as The Shelter for 
Abused Women & Children, the David 
Lawrence Center, and the Community 
School. Alex, an avid runner, belongs to 
Gulf Coast Runners and supports that 
organization as well.

Both Alex as a runner and Monika as a 
lifelong dancer place a premium on good 
health. Consequently, Alex prepares his 
menu and his cuisine with the good health 
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bobHARDEN
e-mail: bob@bobharden.com

PROFILES IN PARADISE
Alexander’s great passion is serving healthy, quality food

Talking points with Alexander Bernard
As a kid, what did you want to be when you 
grew up? A forest ranger.

What would you be doing if you weren’t doing 
this? I honestly can’t imagine anything else that I 
would want to do.

What are you most proud of? My son. 

Something that’s been on your mind: 
College tuition.

Something you’ll never understand: Government.

Guilty pleasures: Red wine and chocolate.

Next vacation destination: Pacifi c Grove, Calif.

One thing on your bucket list: Rent a house for 
one month in northern Italy

Something your mom was always right about: 
That I’m a funny, good person.

What makes you laugh? Will Ferrell.

Last book you read: 
Walter Isaacson’s 
biography of Steve Jobs.

Pet peeve: Not covering 
food products

Something people 
might be surprised 
to fi nd out about you: 
I was a pretty good 
basketball player at 
one time.

High school job: Making pizza.

What the Paradise Coast really needs: 
A convention center.

Favorite thing about the Paradise Coast: The 
neighborhoods — especially Park Shore, The Moorings 
and Old Naples.

of his customers in mind. Alex says, “My 
menu is always evolving. I try to use hor-
mone-free, sustainable and organic when 
I can. Obesity is a problem in the country, 
so I like to be part of the solution by buy-
ing the best products I can.” 

In fact, the Spa menu is all organic and 
all sustainable.  

Alex seeks ways to differentiate Alex-
ander’s from large chains by using less 
salt and preparing his portions with more 
care and higher quality foods. Alex says, 
“I always try to strike a balance between 
price and quality.”

Alexander’s Restaurant is closed each 

summer from late May until September. In 
spite of a partial year, his outstanding staff 
his no discernable turnover. From Sep-
tember through May, Alex is always there 
when the restaurant is open. He makes 
a point of visiting with and thanking his 
customers. He’s always affable. To start a 
conversation with him, just ask about the 
Boston Red Sox. ■

— Bob Harden is the producer and 
host of “The Bob Harden Show,” airing 
from 7-8 a.m. weekdays at www.bob-
harden.com. The show is archived for 
listeners’ convenience.
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exultantly as “Obamacare.”
Friday, as it turns out, is the day 

states must declare whether they will 
form health insurance exchanges. As 
the week began, Florida remained 
motionless and undecided, along with 
19 other flatfooted stars in the flag of 
50.

“If we don’t do it, the Feds are sup-
posed to do it for us,” explains Jim 
Nathan, president and CEO of the 
sprawling and public Lee Memorial 
Health System.

Those exchanges will help individuals 
with incomes ranging from 133 to 400 
percent of the national poverty level for a 
family of four — which means some sort 
of subsidy for families earning as much 
as $88,000, he says. It’s federal govern-
ment shorthand for “health insurance is 
no longer affordable.”

That’s this week.
“Then in October, 10 months from 

now, people are supposed to be able to 
sign up for health exchanges by going 
online and picking a health insurance 
plan, the way you’d order an airline 
ticket,” he adds. “That’s like tomorrow 
morning.”

Signed into law on March 23, 2010, 
the act has already created savings here 
and extensions of coverage for a few 
people there. But the heavy lifting of 
health-care reform — expanding Med-
icaid to cover millions of Floridians 
and creating insurance exchanges that 
will impact almost everyone — that’s 
the hard stuff, the scary stuff. And most 
of those details are just being ham-
mered out now.

The notion is that over time roughly 
half of the 4 million uninsured or 
underinsured people in Florida will 
join Medicaid, and half will use a 
health insurance exchange.

In the program’s first three years 
alone, the federal government will 
spend at least $3.2 billion and as much 
as $4.78 billion while Florida taxpay-
ers pay little or nothing, according to 
projections by the Florida Hospital 
Association.

In a report issued last month, the 
association strongly recommended 
embracing the federal plan, “which is 
estimated to expand coverage to 32 mil-
lion individuals at a cost of $940 billion 
over 10 years (2010 to 2019).”

By comparison, the total costs of the 
2003 to 2010 wars in Iraq, Afghanistan 
and Pakistan will fall between $3.2 and 
$4 trillion, according to a Brown Uni-
versity study — four or more times as 
much.

For some, Obamacare conjures the 
specter of a monstrous and ineffec-
tual government embarking into the 
unknown based merely on projections 
and circumstantial evidence; thus, it’s 
a bête noir, a sable beast lurking in an 
uncertain future.

For others, it’s a win-win, an Ameri-
can natural like blue jeans, the Model 
T, the Empire State Building, the Mars 
Rover, the iPhone, jazz or modern 
democracy and freedom of expression.

No doubt, distasteful politicians, 
agenda-driven lobbyists and grifters 
will have voices in the ongoing debate 
about the details, but so will many 
patriots, both the givers and receivers 
of the new care.

Here, Florida Weekly offers them a 
voice.

By examining the ACA from the per-
spective of those people — the good- 
willed, the unselfish (whether opti-
mistic or pessimistic) — we hope to 
clarify a bit of confusion, define some 
anxieties that still lack clear answers, 
settle a misgiving or two, and (dare we) 

celebrate a bit about the problems the 
new system will solve.

Then, perhaps, this bête will be a 
little less noir.

 
Rooms with a view

“I’m not a fan of Obamacare — 
before we went to this system three 
or four other things should have been 
tried first,” declares Timothy Gunder-
man, a 48-year-old professional actor 
and college student who has suffered 
two heart attacks.

Which may be 
ironic, because he 
stands likely to ben-
efit from it next year.

 Mr. Gunderman 
had purchased his 
own health insur-
ance when he had 
those heart attacks 
— the second and 
almost-fatal attack 
on Nov. 3, 2010. For 
that one, he could not afford the high 
deductible, about $5,000 on a $38,000 
bill, he recalls, so he lost the insurance.

Shortly after that, he lost his job and 
his girlfriend left him. He was then 
turned down for work after interviews 
for three new jobs that might have 
offered some insurance.

“It’s been a tough two years,” Mr. 
Gunderman says matter-of-factly.

Now he’s on Lipitor and Plavix, two 
heart medications, and he’s a pay-cash 
medical patient who missed a sched-
uled September physical because he 
used the money to pay his electric 
bill. His house is in foreclosure, his 
mother died of a heart condition two 
months ago, and he’s struggling to pay 
her burial expenses after her life insur-
ance company contested her claim on a 
previous-condition clause, he says.

He remains deeply ambivalent about 
federal bureaucracy, and about what 
health-care reform might mean.

His ambivalence makes sense to Rob 
Lopez, co-owner with his wife, Annette, 
of ServiceMaster CCS in Charlotte 
County, winner of the Blue Chip award 
for overcoming adversity and persever-
ing in business.

Mr. Lopez is also likely to benefit 
from Obamacare, along with the 22 
workers his company now employs.

Shortly after launching the company, 
he underwent seven brain surgeries 
to drain cerebral spinal fluid that had 

built up, the result of a previous bout of 
bacterial 
meningitis. 
He also 
required 
emergency 
surgery to 
implant 
two shunts 
to drain 
the fluid 
(down) to 

his stomach.
Mr. Lopez is not only uninsured but 

difficult to insure under the current 
system, considering his preexisting 
condition.

In the future, that condition will not 
matter when it comes to health insur-
ance. Everyone will be covered.  

Meanwhile, Mr. Lopez brokered a 
deal with the surgeon and continues to 
pay off the balance of his surgeries in 
monthly installments. And he contin-
ues to work out deals like this when his 
health-care bills mount.

“I don’t know if the Affordable Care 
Act is a good thing or a bad thing,” 

he says. “It depends on how the state 
approaches it.

“If the exchanges work anything like 
a pooling system and it creates a cost-
effective market for us business own-
ers, that’s a good thing. If it’s monopo-
lized, like it seems to be now with the 
big guys running it, and rates go up, 
then it’s not good. The cost is what has 
to be the ultimate factor in deciding 
whether or not it’s good.”

Whatever the cost, in Mr. Lopez’s 
view, health care is key to good busi-
ness.

“This is a quality business. And qual-
ity and health care are related,” he 
argues. “If you don’t provide employees 
what they need, their quality of work is 
going to suffer.”

But at the moment, he says, “I can’t 
afford insurance for me, let alone my 
employees.”

For Lester, who chose not to give 
his last name, the previous three years 
have consisted of a big bet — on luck, 
on genetics, on health without help.

In 2009, he was terminated after 25 
years as an insurance salesman for 
Combined Insurance, now Ace Group. 
He maintained full health insurance at 
the time, at a rate of $212 a month, he 
says.

But when he was let go, the price of 
health insurance would have doubled. 
“I never made a claim, never did noth-

ing all those years,” 
he recalls, standing 
in a laundromat to 
fold a moth hole- 
covered polo shirt 
and lay out a neat 
stack of dry do-rags 
that his wife uses to 
cover her alopecia.

 “I understand 
why people get mad 

at the price of health 
insurance.”

Since then, Lester has remained 
unemployed and uninsured. Although 
his wife works, they can’t afford insur-
ance through her employer, he explains.

And he knows the time is coming 
when they’ll need it, which is why he 
remains hopeful about Obamacare, he 
says.

Meanwhile, Lester has a bad back. 
When he feels one of those paralyzing 
spells of pain coming on, he medicates 
the only cheap way he knows how, he 
admits — he pops open a beer.

 
Efficient and coordinated?

Dr. Allen Weiss, president and CEO 
of Naples Community Hospitals, is 
a model of focused efficiency and 
determined energy in his personal life, 
his co-workers say — just like his col-
league at Lee Memorial, Jim Nathan.

But both leaders are facing some of 
the same fiscal and logistical challeng-
es, which appear anything but focused.

At Lee Memorial, for example, as 
many as 60,000 people may come into 
the system with insurance who once 
lacked it, beginning late next year. 
NCH estimates about half of that num-
ber will be newly insured in its system.

The ongoing debates about how and 
who will pay for their care are not 
cause for pessimism, Dr. Weiss insists.

OBAMACARE
From page 1 “We have 50,000 people who are uninsured or underinsured, out of our 

400,000 permanent residents in Collier, and we’re guessing about 30,000 
will now have insurance. NCH has 72 percent of the beds here but we care for 
98 percent of the patients who are self-pay — the people who can’t afford 
insurance.Now they’re going to come sooner to get care, and they’re going to 
live longer, happier and healthier lives. It’s going to be good for everybody.”

— Allen Weiss
NCH

EVAN WILLIAMS / FLORIDA WEEKLY ARCHIVES

Health-care providers will be required to serve more people more efficiently. 

How the Affordable Care 
Act is benefi tting Florida
Free preventive services

>> 2,841,000 people and 2,581,961 seniors 
with Medicare get preventive services for free

No more lifetime limits on care
>> 5,587,000 people no longer have a 

lifetime limit on their care

Health insurance on your parents’ plan
>> 157,185 more young adults younger than 

26 now have insurance on their parents’ plan

Covered by pre-existing condition insur-
ance plan
>> 3,736 people who were uninsured because of 
a pre-existing condition now have coverage

Improving public health
>> $35,500,000 in grants to improve public 

health

Community health centers
>> $62,600,000 to support and expand com-

munity health centers
— from www.Whitehouse.gov

GUNDERMAN

ROB AND ANNETTE LOPEZ

LESTER
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“We have 50,000 people who are 
uninsured or underinsured, out of our 
400,000 permanent residents in Col-
lier, and we’re guessing about 30,000 
will now have insurance,” he explains. 
“NCH has 72 percent of the beds 
here but we care for 98 percent of the 
patients who are self-pay — the people 
who can’t afford insurance.

“Now they’re going to come sooner to 
get care, and they’re going to live longer, 
happier and healthier lives. It’s going to 
be good for everybody,” he insists.

Whether that ultimately proves to be 
true or not — more efficient care and 
less-costly care  — something is going 
to happen.

But will it be the efficient and coor-
dinated plan envisioned by the federal 
government?

“That’s the question,” says Mr. 

Nathan: “Are the Feds really in a posi-
tion to build up these exchanges all 
over the nation and have enrollment 
coming by October?

 “It’s frightening, it’s confusing, it’s 
inevitable — and it took me an hour 
to say that,” he admits. Mr. Nathan 
had recently attempted to explain the 
Affordable Care Act and its implica-
tions in 2013 and beyond to the hospi-
tal’s board of directors.

“The speed of change and the com-
plexity of things that will happen, 
assuming everything occurs at the 
dates established, is beyond any of our 
imaginations,” he warns. “As a nation, 
how can we be organized for that?”

 
Politics not quite as usual

Even formerly fierce opponents of 
the act have hinted that they might get 

on board, which both Dr. Weiss and Mr. 
Nathan admit would make their jobs 
easier.

Gov. Rick Scott, until recently among 
the most intractable of foes, is now try-
ing to negotiate inevitable changes with 
the federal government, along with 
more than 10 other state governors.

“I don’t think anyone involved in try-
ing to improve health care should say, 
‘no, no, no,’ ” to Obamacare, the gover-
nor told reporters last month.

Perhaps the notion of surrendering 
billions of dollars in federal aid if he 
doesn’t, or failing to help insure four 
million Floridians who are currently 
uninsured or underinsured — many of 
whom will vote in the 2014 election — 
has encouraged Gov. Scott.

“Millions of Floridians are going to 
receive care, and it’s not going to be 
subsidized by Florida’s taxpayers — at 
least not at first,” acknowledges Keith 
Arnold, a lobbyist who works in Tal-
lahassee both for Lee Memorial and 
Hope Hospice, 

“The political aspect of this is that 
legislators are looking at it not just 
because it would lead to healthier lives, 
but because when you all of a sudden 
cover millions who have never had cov-
erage before and they can lead better 
and more productive lives — if you can 
do that, and you’re headed into another 
election cycle in two years — you 
could reap a lot of benefits.

“This is the political fuel for helping 
these people,” Mr. Arnold says.

 
Paying up

The idea that insuring more people 
will keep them healthier, and thus hold 
down costs in the long run, is not in 
serious dispute.

“We know through academic stud-
ies,” says Mr. Arnold, “that when you 
keep people healthier, their overall 
costs are down. For example, when 
you don’t smoke, end-of-life care is 
going to be cheaper. When you control 
weight, you reduce chances for being a 
diabetic — and that’s cheaper. But the 
short term is so onerous we lose sight 
of that.”

The short term, indeed, is an obstacle 
course of unknowns for Mr. Nathan at 
Lee, where the hospitals serve five or 
more Southwest Florida counties.

“The whole issue — half the uninsured 
are to be taken care of through exchang-
es, and half through the extension of 
Medicaid — depends on the answer to 

the question, ‘Will Florida choose to 
expand Medicaid or choose not to?’”

Gov. Scott may not be ahead of that 
problem, but Mr. Nathan is. More than 
two years ago, he saw the problem 
coming. “So we embarked on a plan to 
take $125 million out of our operating 
costs over a five-year period, sustain-
able over time on the basis that we’ll be 
paid less.”

That will help with the uncertain-
ties — and also with the certainty that 
money from some key sources, histori-
cally, will be constricted.

“Part of the (federal) funding of this 
Medicaid expansion comes from reduc-
ing disbursement to hospitals that have 
high Medicaid volumes,” Mr. Nathan 
explains.

“We’ll have that money taken away 
regardless, and if Florida chooses not 
to expand Medicaid, well lose what we 
have now and we won’t get any of that 
(federal) money to care for the unin-
sured, so we lose money.

“Each time we look at the thing now, 
we see so much that’s unknown and 
scary.

“But the flip side of that, of course, 
is that if we are able to shift a lot of 
people traditionally uninsured into 
some sort of insurance, that would be a 
good thing.”

Perhaps the best thing, for the 
American economy, and for most other 
Americans.

Perhaps, a brand new day.  ■

Dr. Allen Weiss, 
NCH Healthcare System:

“What it means for our country: In a globally 
competitive environment, we need to be mindful 
and effi cient with access for health care, costs 
and the quality of health care..

“Now, keeping that in mind, we’re going to 
have better access to people who don’t have 
insurance now. And people who have insurance 
live longer than those who don’t.

“So we’re going to have a country that lives 
longer and better — with a better quality of life 
— by having better access.

“What’s also happening now is that people who 
don’t have insurance can’t pay, so people who do 
are paying more than they would otherwise. This 
will create a redistribution.

“From the hospital’s point of view, we have to 
be more effi cient. We have to offer better care for 
less money. We can do that easily — as a health-
care industry, we’re the only one in the last four or 
fi ve years that added workers.

“The very fact that our country has the ability 
to have something like this happen makes me 
optimistic — that at the end of the day, we all got 
together and agreed we have to move forward.

“An incredible amount of money was spent on 
political campaigning, which I’m not in favor of, by 
the way — but everybody agreed that we should 
be doing peacefully, following the rule of law, with 
a judicial system to implement it. That makes me 
optimistic.”

Jim Nathan, 
Lee Memorial 
Health System:

“The only way this will work is through col-
laboration. Right now, we have a fragmented, 
uncoordinated thing we call a health-care system. 
The idea is to push us to improve collaboration, to 
improve evidence-based medicine, and to do the 
right things right, the fi rst time.

“If we don’t, health care is unaffordable, and 
we’re bankrupting the nation by the way we do it.

“Medicare is going bankrupt and employer-
sponsored health insurance is dying before us 
because we’ve destroyed it with a massive hidden 
tax (the insured pay for the uninsured). All that 
got lost in the fi nger pointing and the Sarah Palin 
death panels when this was debated.

“Everybody knows this lady: she’s 75 years 
old, she has 11 chronic illnesses, 18 different 
medications and 12 different doctors. So who 
is in charge of her health care? If she isn’t, is it 
her 80-year-old husband who can’t drive in any 
more?

“The challenge is, how do we improve overall 
coordination for her care?”
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President Obama signs the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act into law on March 23, 2010.

 “The speed of change and the complexity of things that 
will happen, assuming everything occurs at the dates 
established, is beyond any of our imaginations. 
As a nation, how can we be 
organized for that?”

— Jim Nathan 
Lee Memorial Health System 
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TOWN HALL TALK
Catching up with the man who inspired ‘Catch Me If You Can’

There’s never a dull moment when 
you’re Frank Abagnale. He’s had a life most 
of us can only dream about. 

Before becoming a consultant for the 
FBI, Mr. Abagnale spent his time jet-set-
ting around the globe, flanked by beauti-
ful women and with an endless supply of 
money. It all came crashing down, how-
ever, when his impersonations and career 
in thievery finally caught up with him. 

But the charismatic and brilliant Mr. 
Abagnale wouldn’t stay down long, serving 
fewer than five years in prison before he 
began to work for the FBI. After more than 
three decades, the founder of Abagnale & 
Associates remains one of the world’s top 
authorities on fraud and swindling.

Today, he educates people on how to 
avoid becoming victims of fraud. He’s also 
the author of two books about fraud pre-
vention: “The Art of the Steal’ and “Steal-
ing Your Life.”

Ten years ago, Steven Spielberg pro-
duced “Catch Me If You Can,” the movie 
based on Mr. Abagnale’s 1980 book of the 
same name. The film starred Leonardo 
DiCaprio. A Broadway musical version 
followed in 2011. (The show opens on Jan. 1 
for a six-day engagement at the Barbara B. 
Mann Performing Arts Hall in Fort Myers. 
See story on page C1.)

Naples Town Hall Distinguished Speak-
er Series was delighted to welcome Mr. 
Abagnale as one of our speakers in 2011.  
Crime prevention remains a hot topic 
today, and we sat down with Mr. Abagnale 
to get his latest tips for staying safe in our 
modern digital world. 

Q: Once upon a time, you engaged in 
clever impersonations of an airline pilot, 
a chief resident of a hospital, an attorney, 
a college instructor and a stockbroker. In 
the movies, good guys and bad guys alike 
pose as members of trusted professions to 
perpetrate their schemes. Just how vulner-
able are we to credential hacking and this 
type of impersonation?

A: I believe there are many people 
today impersonating professions they are 
not qualified to be in. For example, there 
may be a medic from the military who is 
practicing as a general practitioner in a 
small town. It would not be difficult to do 
because he/she would be able to diagnose 
most ailments and then refer the patient to 
a specialist. Creating credentials to accom-
plish this today is a thousand times easier 
than when I did it, because of technology 
like color copiers, scanners, Photoshop 
and the ease of graphic design with a Mac.

Of the impersonations I accomplished, 
the one that would be more difficult today 
is the airline pilot. Back in the ’60s when I 
did it, hijackings, terrorists, bombings or 
even airport security didn’t exist.

Q: Identity theft is often a crime of 
opportunity. Most people know that infor-

mation can be hacked from a personal 
computer by programs such as Trojans 
and Bots introduced by e-mail. Alarmingly, 
personal information can also be compro-
mised by a single corrupt clerical employ-
ee. This often occurs in a trusted environ-
ment such as a doctor’s office where infor-
mation is voluntarily submitted. How real 
is this threat? How do we “comply” with 
requests for information while protecting 
ourselves from would-be thieves?

A: This threat is very real. Last year, 
more than 15 million people (one every 
four seconds) in the U.S. became a victim 
of identity theft. Information is every-
where. I make my home in South Caro-

lina, and last month, someone hacked into 
the South Carolina Department of Tax 
Revenue and stole more than 3.5 million 
tax returns and 600,000 credit/debit card 
numbers.

Today, it only takes one person working 
at a company or a government agency to 
open an e-mail or go look at a website on 
a computer at work, which opens the door 
to a would-be hacker. Individuals should 
only provide their Social Security Number 
when it is absolutely necessary. Finally, to 
protect yourself from identity theft, I rec-
ommend you do what I do myself.

First, I use a micro-cut shredder that 
turns paper into confetti. (Documents put 
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Randy is among one in four in Collier County who suffer from a mental illness.  
One in nine of us will experience some form of substance abuse. When a 
family member, friend or coworker battles a mental health or substance 
abuse problem, we suffer with them. Thankfully, David Lawrence Center  
is here for our community.
 
A not-for-profit organization founded and still governed by community  
leaders, the David Lawrence Center is the behavioral health component  
of our community’s healthcare network. A true local resource, it relies  
on donations, fees and grants to invest in the health, safety and  
wellbeing of our community.
 
When you or someone you love needs help, call on the highly  
compassionate, committed and competent professionals of the David 
Lawrence Center to inspire you to move beyond the crisis towards  
life-changing wellness. 

Mental health is a community issue.
Fortunately, there’s a community solution.

His Mind is Our Concern.

DavidLawrenceCenter.org 
NAPLES 239-455-8500  IMMOKALEE 239-657-4434

After landing a corporate job 

programming in his 20’s, Randy quickly 

became successful and bored. He 

began partying recklessly and got 

hooked immediately on cocaine. 

His family intervened and got him into 

the first of many treatment programs. 

For the next 20 years, Randy cycled 

through stunning professional successes 

in software company and real estate 

sales and life-threatening drug use that 

brought him to the brink of suicide. 

When he discovered a passion for  

acting, he was inspired to finally get 

clean and was admitted to the Crossroads 

residential treatment program. For him, 

the transformation was a life-changing 

miracle. Now living one day at a time 

towards his dream, Randy has become 

the person he has always wanted to be.

through) ribbon shredders and cross-cut 
shredders can be put back together. There 
is no difference in price, just be sure it says 
micro-cut on the box.

Second, I use a credit-monitoring ser-
vice and have since the early ’90s. The one 
I use is called PrivacyGuard. Whichever 
one you chose, vet it by making sure of two 
things: that they monitor all three credit 
bureaus 24/7, and that they notify you in 
real time if someone is attempting to use 
you SSN or credit.

Q: After getting to know you, two traits 
that impressed me most were your high 
regard for personal integrity and your 
strong feelings regarding the vital impor-
tance of parenting. This, no doubt, sprang 
from life experiences and led to your own 
deliberately honed convictions. How is 

society ailing from the apparent evapora-
tion of these two foundational principles? 
What is the ultimate price to be paid?

A: Unfortunately, we live in a society 
that doesn’t teach ethics at home and 
doesn’t teach ethics in school because 
the teacher would be accused of teach-
ing morality. Most universities and even 
corporations no longer have a code of eth-
ics. Consequently, we are raising an entire 
generation that is unethical and has a tre-
mendous lack of character in its make-up. 
I cannot overemphasize this point. Ethics 
must start at home with parents teaching 
their children right from wrong, as well as 
manners. This must be followed through 
in school and certainly in a university. 
Unfortunately, children today are bom-
barded with negative information from TV, 

movies, the Internet and celebrities.

Q: Yours is a household name and you 
are an intriguing and celebrated character. 
It is certain that most people do not know 
the real Frank Abagnale. Without com-
promising your privacy, could you tell us 
something about yourself that perhaps you 
have never publicly revealed or discussed?

A: More than any other accomplish-
ment in my life, this is what really matters 
to me: the blessing of knowing the amazing 
individuals I am privileged to call my wife 
and sons.

Q: Imagine yourself on a private, round-
the-world cruise on your new 175-foot 
schooner. As you enter into the port at 
Monaco and the launch pulls alongside to 
deliver you and your lovely companion to 

the Monte Carlo Casino, would you con-
sider for us how you would go about con-
vincing them that you were James Bond?

A: If it were me, I would have made up 
phony credentials from the British Secret 
Service. ■

— Rick Borman is president and pro-
ducer of the Naples Town Hall Distin-
guished Speakers Series. Look for “Town 
Hall Talk” in Florida Weekly again on Dec. 
27, when Mr. Borman interviews Michael 
Sulick, former director of the CIA’s U.S. 
National Clandestine Service, about his 
new book, “Spying in America: Espionage 
from the Revolutionary War to the Dawn 
of the Cold War.”  For more information or 
to subscribe to the 2013 Town Hall series, 
visit www.naplestownhall.org. 
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EMERGENCIES & SAME DAY 
APPOINTMENTS!

Accepting New Patients! 
Call 239-430-3668

Dr. Lam
DPM, FACFAS, DABLES

Dr. Lee
DPM

Dr. Timm
DPM, AACFAS, DABLES

Dr. Kevin Lam 
DOWNTOWN NAPLES 
GOODLETTE MEDICAL PARK

661 Goodlette Road
Suite 103, Naples

Dr. Brian 
Timm

LELY GRIDLEY BUILDING 
(ACROSS FROM THE 

LELY HORSES)
12250 Tamiami Trail East 

Suite 101, Naples

Dr. Hubert 
Lee

NORTH NAPLES
ROYAL PALM MEDICAL 

BUILDING
1660 Medical Blvd 
Suite 302, Naples

www.NaplesPodiatrist.com

Easily Eliminate

Relief and Results for You.

Dance the 
Night Away

Your Feet are 
Counting on it!

’Tis the season to give 
to toy and food drives

Here are some organizations that are 
collecting toys and other gifts to give to 
the less fortunate this holiday season:

■ First National Bank of the Gulf 
Coast in Naples and Marco Island is 
collecting non-perishable food for the 
pantry at St. Matthew’s House. Through 
Dec. 31, donations of peanut butter and 
jelly, canned goods, non-dairy creamer, 
canned tuna fish and chicken, dry cere-
al, powdered and evaporated milk and 
instant potatoes are welcome at bank 
locations at 3580 Pine Ridge Road, 811 
Anchor Rode Drive and 1255 Creekside 
Parkway in Naples and at 690 Bald Eagle 
Drive on Marco. For more information, 
contact Loryn Standifer at 325-5715 or 
lorynstandifer@fnbofgc.com. 

■ True Fashionistas Designer Resale 
is a drop-off site for Toys for Tots. 
Through Dec. 20, shoppers and consign-
ers who donate a new, unwrapped toy 
will receive a 20-percent-off coupon for 
True Fashionistas valid through Dec. 31. 
The shop is at 2355 Vanderbilt Beach 
Road. For more information, call 596-
5044 or visit www.truefashionistasre-
sale.com.

■ The Naples Area Board of Realtors 
is collecting toys that will be distrib-
uted to children in need in coopera-
tion with Collier County Public Schools 
and the East Naples Fire Department. 
Unwrapped toys can be dropped off at 
NABOR headquarters, 1455 Pine Ridge 
Road, until Friday, Dec. 14. For more 
information, call 597-1666 or visit www.
NABOR.COM.

■ Bala Vinyasa Yoga is collecting food 
for the pantry at St. Matthew’s House. 
Non-perishable staples — canned goods, 
cereal, mac ’n’ cheese boxes, peanut but-
ter, coffee, tea, powdered milk — can be 
dropped off at 6200 Trail Blvd. N. 598-
1938 or info@bvyoga.com.

■ The Marine Corps League of Naples 
has Toys for Tots collection boxes in place 
at all Collier County Publix stores, Wal-
greens and Regions Bank locations and 
also at Synovus Bank, 8850 Tamiami Trail 
N.; Shamrock Bank, 905 Fifth Ave. S.; The 
Boathouse Restaurant, 990 Broad Ave. S.; 
Blue Martini in Mercato; and Coastland 
Center mall (near the food court). Toys 
will be collected through Dec. 21.

■ The Shelter for Abused Women & 
Children welcomes donations of new, 
non-violent, unwrapped gifts and neces-
sities for babies, children, teens, adults, 
seniors and their pets who are recipi-
ents of the Shelter’s many services. See 
a list of suggested donations at www.
naplesshelter.org.

To adopt a Shelter family or to host 
a holiday drive or a Spirit of Giving 
Tree, call 775-3862, ext. 235, or e-mail 
RThompson@NaplesShelter.org.

■ Through Dec. 14, Preferred Travel 
of Naples is a drop-off point for holiday 
donations to PACE Center for Girls-Collier 
at Immokalee, Toys for Tots and the Shel-
ter for Abused Women & Children. The 
travel agency is at 801 Laurel Oak Drive, 
Suite 300. Office hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information, call 261-1177.  ■

COURTESY PHOTOS

At halftime during a 
recent hockey game at 
Germain Arena, Florida 
Everblades fans tossed 
more than 6,000 teddy 
bears and stuffed toys 
onto the ice for patients 
at The Children’s Hospital 
of Southwest Florida 
and other local charities. 
Everblades players and 
representatives from the 
arena and IberiaBank, 
which has sponsored the 
Teddy Bear Toss for three 
years, made the delivery 
rounds on Dec. 3.

Third graders at First Baptist 
Academy and members of the 
Young at Heart group of senior 
citizens from First Baptist 
Church shared the holiday spirit 
by making gingerbread houses 
together. The seniors also talked 
with the students about some 
of their treasured Christmas 
memories and how the holidays 
have changed through the years. 
The completed gingerbread 
houses are on display in the 
commons area at First Baptist 
Church through Dec. 17. Shown 
here with their work in progress 
are Grace Young, left, and 
Sandra McCormick.
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HELD OVER!

Fort Myers Store
13170 S. Cleveland Avenue

Fort Myers, FL 33907
Phone: (239) 415-2800

www.RobbStuckyIntl.com

Store Hours
MON - SAT:10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

SUN: Noon to 5 p.m.
PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES

LOW PRICE GUARANTEE

WORLDWIDE DELIVERY AVAILABLE*Robb & Stucky International never sells at MSRP; our prices are always lower. American 
Leather, Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams and certain other MRP collections excluded.

40%
SAVE UP TO

S T O R E W I D E !

OFF
MSRP*

10%
SAVE AN ADDITIONAL

ALL ACCESSORIES
& AREA RUGS!

OFF
MSRP*

+ PLUS +

Heads up for traffic deputies
Here’s where Collier County Sheriff’s 

Office traffic enforcement deputies will 
be posted and what they’ll be watching 
for Dec. 17-21:
Monday, Dec. 17
■ Santa Barbara Boulevard at Calusa 

Park Elementary – Aggressive driving
■ County Barn and Rattlesnake 

Hammock roads – Red-light running
■ Davis Boulevard and Airport-Pulling 

Road – Aggressive driving
Tuesday, Dec. 18
■ Coronado Parkway and Hunter 

Boulevard – Speeding  
■ Golden Gate Parkway and Collier 

Boulevard – Speeding
■ Pine Ridge Road and Logan Boulevard 

– Red-light running 
Wednesday, Dec. 19

■ Airport-Pulling Road and Orange 
Blossom Drive – Aggressive driving 

■ Naples Boulevard – Speeding 
■ Livingston and Pine Ridge roads – 

Speeding
Thursday, Dec. 20
■ Immokalee Road at Gulf Coast High 

School – Aggressive driving
■ Livingston Road and Carlton Lakes 

Boulevard – Speeding 
■ Vanderbilt Beach Road and Oakes 

Boulevard – Red-light running 
Friday, Dec. 21
■ Collier and Davis boulevards – Red- 

light running
■ Rattlesnake Hammock Road and 

Hawaii Boulevard – Aggressive driving 
■ U.S. 41 East and St. Andrews 

Boulevard – Red light running ■

available exclusively at

EAST INDIES HOME
COLLECTION

11985 US 41 N., Naples 34110
239-596-7273

Eye Candy

Hand Blown Glass
Wall Mounted Plates up to 21”

(239) 643-0249
 HughesMcGrath.com
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Marketing

Public Relations
Strategic Planning
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Please Find Me and
Bring Me Home!
MISSING CAT - “KITTS KITTS”

Please call if you fi nd her or have info!
Mary Ann 239-594-3902 or 419-290-6783

REWARD OFFERED!!!
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SAL PETRALIA, CFP®, MBA
2012 Five Star Wealth Manager*

As seen in Boston Magazine

*Award based on 10 objective criteria associated with providing quality service to clients 
such as, credentials, experience, and assets under management among other factors. 

Wealth managers do not pay a fee to be considered or placed on the fi nal list of 2012 
Five Star Managers

239-596-7822
5621 Strand Blvd.
Suite 102
Naples, FL 34110

sal.petralia@lpl.com  
www.lpl.com/sal.petralia

Designations: CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER Representative | Masters in Business Administration 

sal.petralia@lpl.com | www.lpl.com/sal.petralia
Securities Off ered through LPL Financial, A Registered Investment Advisor Member FINRA/SIPC

I am pleased to announce the opening of my new offi  ce. I have been 
providing fi nancial guidance to individuals and businesses for over 25 

years. I look forward to helping you with your unique investment needs.

Call today for more information or to schedule a FREE consultation. 

239-596-7822

239-596-7822
5621 Strand Blvd.
Suite 102
Naples, FL 34110

sal.petralia@lpl.com  
www.lpl.com/sal.petralia

Inclement weather caused city offi-
cials to reschedule the Naples Christ-
mas Parade, which is now set to step 
out from 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 18. The 
parade route will begin on Broad Street 
South, go north on Third Street South, 
turn east onto Fifth Avenue South and 
then finish on Eighth Street South.

Fifth Avenue South will be blocked to 
traffic starting at 4 p.m. Free parking is 
available in the two public garages on 
Eighth Street, in the lot at Eighth  Street 
South and in spaces surrounding Cam-
bier Park and along Fifth Avenue South 
Parkway.

For more information about this event 
or other holiday happenings on Fifth 
Avenue South, visit www.FifthAvenue-
South.com. ■

Downtown
parade

rescheduled

STEPHEN WRIGHT / FLORIDA WEEKLY 

A fleet of sparkling, twinkling boats plied the waters of Venetian Bay 
for the holiday boat parade on Dec. 6. Taking home the grand prize 
of $1,000 for their charity of choice was Chris Sereno for Friends of 
Foster Children of Southwest Florida. Second place and $750 was 
awarded to Jim Astroskin on behalf of the Naples Sailing Club, and 
the third place prize of $250 was awarded to Jim and Lisa Fowler 
for the American Cancer Society’s “Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer” campaign.
In the individual entries, winners earned gift cards to the Village on 
Venetian Bay. Rueben Gooderum, captain of Key Largo, won a $750 
shopping card for first place; Keith Nightingale won second place 
and a $500 shopping card for Campana; and third place prize, a 
$250 gift card, went to Cecilia Astroskin at the helm of Island Girl. 



Dr. Charles Springer
Orthopedic Surgeon

Pat Darcy
Double Hip 
Replacement Patient

,

Pat Darcy lived with constant pain in her legs and hips. 
When her movements became so restricted that even a 

short walk caused intense pain, she knew she needed help.

She turned to Charles Springer, M.D. who replaced both of 
her hips. Now, Pat is as active as she was 30 years ago, but 
instead of returning to work, she’s back in the gym, working 
out with friends. To read more of Pat’s story, please visit 
www.LeeMemorial.org/caring

Spine Center

who specialize in the care of joint patients

www.LeeMemorial.org

, .



Here is your opportunity to become a
Lifetime Full Golf Member

at the Vineyards Country Club

Vineyards Country Club in Naples, Florida, generously donated the Lifetime Full Golf Membership to 
Charity for Change, a Naples-based not-for-profi t organization, as a fundraiser. No existing members 

holding a promissory note may bid on the membership.

Details and auction link at 
www.charityforchange.org

Vineyards Membership Off er

eBay auction opens on Th ursday, Dec. 6 at 9 pm ET
eBay auction closes on Sunday, Dec. 16 at 9 pm ET

or visit us at www.NaplesTownHall.org
SUBSCRIBE NOW BY CALLING 239-659-6524

N A P L E S
TOWN HALL

YEARS

EXPERIENCE HISTORY
with the Nation’s #1 Speaker Series

RICK SANTORUMBOB BALLARD ROBERT GATES TIM TEBOW
January 8, 2013

“The World’s
Greatest Explorer”

February 9, 2013
Secretary of Defense 
Under Two Presidents

March 9, 2013
Witness Sports History

in the Making

March 22, 2013
The Muslim 
Brotherhood

Experience Naples Town Hall’s 30th Anniversary Season
at The Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort, Naples.
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Tours of Rookery Bay Reserve

Half-day 
Naturalist-led Tours

Kayaking

Small Boat Excursions
(Barrier island walks, Sunset tours,

Cultural history of the area)

Pre-registration required at:
rookerybay.org or 239-417-6310 x401

Rookery Bay Environmental Learning Center
300 Tower Road, Naples

Naples law community will welcome 
retired Supreme Court Justice Stevens

Tau Epsilon Rho Law Society and 
the Jewish Federation of Naples Car-
dozo Society invite the public to din-
ner and a question-and-answer session 
with retired Supreme 
Court Justice John Paul 
Stevens on Thursday, Dec. 
27, at the Waldorf Asto-
ria Naples. The evening 
begins with a wine-and-
cheese reception at 6 p.m., 
followed by a four-course 
dinner at 7 p.m. 

Named to the court in 
1975 by President Gerald 
R. Ford to succeed Jus-
tice William O. Douglas, 
Justice Stevens joined the 
court when it included 
Thurgood Marshall and William J. Bren-
nan Jr. of the Warren court era, as well 
as Nixon appointee Lewis F. Powell 
Jr., and the last of President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower’s four Supreme Court 
appointees, Potter Stewart.

Confronted in later years with a court 
far more conservative than the one he 
joined, the opinions he wrote became 
more blunt and passionate, with a theme 
running through them that the nation 
was best served by an open airing of 
disagreements, and that the Supreme 
Court had lost touch with the funda-
mental notions of fair play.

In his 2000 dissenting opinion on 
Bush v. Gore, Justice Stevens stated,  
“Although we may never know with 
complete certainty the identity of the 
winner of this year’s presidential elec-
tion, the identity of the loser is perfectly 
clear. It is the nation’s confidence in the 

judge as an impartial guardian of the 
rule of law.”

His 2004 majority opinion on Rasul 
v. Bush held that the habeas statute 

covered Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. In Citizens United 
v. Federal Election Com-
mission, the blockbuster 
2010 campaign finance 
decision, the vote was 5 
to 4, and Justice Stevens 
wrote the dissent.

Justice Stevens’ appear-
ance is Naples is in con-
junction with the 92nd 
annual convention of Tau 
Epsilon Rho Law Society. 
Justice Stevens will be 
presented with the Ben-

jamin Nathan Cardozo Memorial Award 
and will answer questions from an inter-
viewer, the Hon. Marjorie “Midge” Ren-
dell of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit, as well as questions from 
the audience.

Tickets are $150 per person. Seating 
is limited, and reservations are required 
no later than Monday, Dec. 17. Call 
Yale Freeman and 530-2500 or e-mail 
myrna@ytfreemanlaw.com.

Tau Epsilon Rho Law Society is the 
oldest predominantly Jewish law group 
in the United States. Membership is 
open to all attorneys and judges in good 
professional standing, and to students 
attending law school. The Cardozo Soci-
ety is named for Benjamin Nathan Car-
dozo, a distinguished lawyer and United 
States Supreme Court Justice appoint-
ed to the court by President Herbert 
Hoover in 1932. ■



Help Save a Child’s Life 
This Holiday Season

We are honored to introduce Golisano Children’s Hospital of Southwest Florida.
Your gift of hope will be matched dollar for dollar and will help provide lifesaving care and healing for thousands of local children.

To learn more about how you can help save a child’s life through this amazing new medical facility, please call

239-343-6950 or visit ChildrensHospitalGoal.org
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Angela Fine Furnishings

Andrew Martin

UP TO 

50%
OFF

in select stores

Ralph Lauren Home 
Lighting & Accessories 

at Webster & Co.

FURNITURE | FABRICS | FLOORING | LIGHTING | KITCHENS | BATH | ART

Shop for great deals on exclusive home décor, 
new collections and unique holiday gifts.

Mon-Fri: 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. All Three Floors  Sat: First Floor & Clearance Showroom open 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

45 Home Furnishing Stores Always Open to the Public

Featuring inspired and artful gift suggestions
“DECK YOUR HOME”

SALE NOW THRU DECEMBER 14

Copyright © 2012, Miromar Development Corporation. Miromar Design Center is a registered service mark of Miromar Development Corporation.

12121312-2694

Casa Italia

Plus, one-of-a-kind designer-decorated trees and wreaths!

Community invited to celebrate 
new Habitat for Humanity homes
Habitat for Human-

ity of Collier County 
invites the community 
to join with board mem-
bers, donors, volunteers 
and partner families to 
celebrate the dedication 
of 14 homes in the com-
munity of Regal Acres in 
Naples. The ceremony 
will begin at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 10.

Among those to be 
dedicated is the mile-
stone 1,500th home 
built by Habitat for Humanity in Collier 
County. The home has been purchased 
by the Plantins, a family of six who were 
living in a two-bedroom apartment in a 
crime-ridden community paying $800 
per month in rent, leaving little left over 
for food and clothing. Maxo Plantin, 
the father, is a laundry attendant at The 
Ritz-Carlton; his wife, Rose, spends her 
days raising the children.

The ceremony will include the pre-

sentation of a house-
warming basket to each 
new homeowner fam-
ily as well as remarks 
by the new homeown-
ers and Sam Duros, the 
president and CEO of 
Habitat for Humanity of 
Collier County. The cel-
ebration will culminate 
in the blessing of the 
homes, after which they 
homes will be open for 
tours.

Habitat for Humanity 
of Collier County, the largest affiliate of 
the international organization as well 
as one of the oldest, will mark its 35th 
anniversary in 2013. The organization’s 
unique partnership approach gives fam-
ilies a life-changing hand-up, involving 
them in building their home before they 
buy Habitat for Humanity at cost, with a 
no interest loan. For more information, 
call 775-0036 or visit www.HabitatCol-
lier.com or call 239-775-0036. ■

Here’s a chance to sing for the Red Sox
Think you have what it takes to sing 

in front of a sold-out crowd of more than 
11,000 people? The Boston Red Sox are 
looking for new talent of all ages to per-
form the national anthem for the 2013 
Spring Training season at JetBlue Park in 
south Fort Myers. 

All interested performers are invited to 
open auditions from 2-6 p.m. Monday and 
Tuesday, Dec. 17-18, at the ballpark at 11500 
Fenway South Drive. Performers should 

enter the stadium through Gate C near the 
team store and will be escorted into the 
building. 

Those who would like to reserve a time 
slot can do so by calling Gordon Lessersohn 
at 226-4704 or e-mailing glessersohn@red-
sox.com no later than noon on Friday, Dec. 
14. Anyone who cannot audition on the 
above dates can submit an audio recording 
to Mr. Lessersohn. For more information, 
call the above number. ■

COURTESY PHOTO

Maxo and Rose Plantin and 
their four children are the proud 
owners of the 1,500th Habitat 
for Humanity home to be built in 
Collier County.



Cannot be combined with other discounts or offers.

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination, or treatment that is 
performed as a result of, and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, or reduced fee service, examination and treatment.

Rates and availability to play, subject to change without notice. Proper dress required. Play ends March 18, 2013.

Capture this thrilling 
opportunity before ıt’s gone. 

It’s your last shot to tame the beast on  
Tom Fazio’s two courses at Bonita Bay East.   

Take aim before daily play ends in March 2013.

DAILY PLAY
as low as $65 per player
book a tee time from three 
to 90 days in advance: 
BonitaBayEast.com  
On Immokalee Rd., 6 miles east of I-75. 

SEASONAL PLAY 

PROGRAMS AVAILABLE

 

Visit B
onitaBayEast.com

or call 239-405-9002 

for details.
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Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings 
people together to build homes, communities and hope.

Nonprofits selected as 
2013 winners in Diamond 
Volunteer Award Program

 Naples Civitan Club, the Brody Proj-
ect for Animal Assisted Therapy and 
the Safe & Healthy Children’s Coalition 
of Collier County have been named the 
2013 Diamond Volunteer Award Pro-
gram winners. Three nonprofits are 
selected each year based on the dedica-
tion of their volunteers and the positive 
influence the organizations have on the 
lives of others.

Kelly Capolino created the award 
program in 2011. Application is made 
by a one-page case statement from the 
nonprofit about the work it does in 
the community and why its volunteers 
deserve to be honored. Past groups have 
honored their board members, while 
others have selected their front-line ser-
vice providers or donors to honor.

Each of the three organizations will 
be honored at a cocktail reception at 
The von Liebig Art Center, home of the 
Naples Art Association. 

“Hosting the Diamond Volunteer recep-
tion is a privilege and honor,” says Aimee 
Schlehr, executive director of the NAA. 
“As a nonprofit organization ourselves, we 
rely heavily on volunteer support.”

Ms. Capolino shares information 
about the Diamond Award winners with 
her real estate clients and is proud to 
have recruited numerous people to join 
the volunteer ranks of the various orga-
nizations. 

“We have a great community, and 
our not-for-profits are such a big part 
of that,” she says. “I feel compelled to 
honor them.”

About the 2013 winners
■ Naples Civitan Club was founded in 

1989 with the mission to fulfill and serve 
individual and community needs with an 
emphasis on those with developmental 
disabilities. The club sponsors Junior 
Civitan Clubs at Golden Gate and Naples 
high schools for students to learn leader-
ship skills and community responsibility 

COURTESY PHOTO

Karen Lasker, The Brody Project; Nery Kircher, 
Naples Civitan Club; Kelly Capolino, founder 
of the Diamond Volunteer Award Program; 
and Paula DiGrigoli, Safe & Healthy Children’s 
Coalition of Collier County.

SEE DIAMOND, A21 

SENIOR CITIZEN 
LARGE COFFEE

BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE

SAVE 
$1.75!

Must have coupon present. While supplies last. 
Expires 12/31/12

305’s CIGARETTES 
KS’S & 100’S 
$33.99 

A CARTON

SAVE 
4 BUCKS!
Must have coupon present. While supplies last. 

Expires  12/31/12

OPEN CHRISTMAS

FREE WITH A
$45 Grocery Order

Cupcake Pinot Noir 
.750 ml.

While supplies last. 
Limit one per customer, must have coupon 

at the time of purchase. Good thru 12/20/12

FREE WITH A
$35 Grocery Order

One Wynn’s Fresh 
Store Made Key Lime Pie

While supplies last. 
Limit one per customer, must have coupon 

at the time of purchase. Good thru 12/20/12

Serving Naples the finest 
products for over 70 years.



4735 Palm Beach Blvd., Fort Myers, FL 33905
(239) 992-0027

tempcopestcontrol.com

Tempco Pest Control can stop the spiral!
Spiraling White Flies feast on more than 60 types of trees and shrubs and leave behind 

a white, waxy substance called honeydew that spreads rapidly. A black sooty mold 

develops destroying leaves, and covering cars, pools and patios. The end result is 

weakened trees, defoliation and a big mess. 

Don’t wait another minute!
Call Tempco Pest Control for a free, no-obligation inspection and estimate.

(239) 992-0027 or visit TempcoPestControl.com
Trees primarily affected:
● Gumbo Limbo
● Live Oak
● Black Olive
● Fruit trees
● Palm trees

Our experts will determine the best, most cost-effective means
of treatment. We offer warranties on all work, so if they come
back within the warranty period, we’ll re-treat at no charge. 

That’s our pest-free guarantee.

Areas primarily affected:
● Naples
● Sanibel
● Captiva
● Fort Myers Beach
● Bonita Springs

How we’ll treat it:
● Deep root feeding
● Arbor Jet Tree Injection

✁

Is your bug problem 
SPIRALING out of control?
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Family Owned & Operated, Palm RV is SWFL’s Finest RV Dealer. We offer Sales, 
Service and Parts for a full line of Travel Trailers, Fifth Wheels & Motor Coaches. 
Stop in, bring this ad and receive these special offers. 

EXP 12/31/12 EXP 12/31/12

10 named as Women of Initiative 
The Women’s Philanthropic Network 

of the Community Foundation of Col-
lier County has named its 10 Women of 
Initiative for 2013. The honorees were 
announced at the WPN annual meeting 
earlier this month at Grey Oaks Country 
Club (see photos on page B7). 

The 2013 Women of Initiative are:
■ Ann Berlam
■ Liz Jessee
■ Mary Beth Johns
■ Susan Jones
■ Marsha Murphy
■ Brenda O’Connor
■ Jackie Pierce

■ Mary Polizzotto
■ Shelly Stayer
■ Linda White
“These women are an inspiration to 

us all,” Lisa Merritt, WPN chair, says. 
“Through their leadership, innovation 
and energy, and their dedication of time 
and talent, they have helped change the 
face of our community.”

The women will be honored at the 
annual Women of Initiative luncheon 
that takes place Tuesday, April 2, at the 
Naples Beach Hotel & Golf Club. For 
more information, call 649-5000 or visit 
www.cfcollier.org. ■

while doing volunteer work. It formed 
and sponsors the Collier Challenger 
Little League Baseball Program for chil-
dren with developmental disabilities. For 
more information, call 774-2623 or e-mail 
NaplesCivitan@aol.com.

■ The Safe & Healthy Children’s 
Coalition of Collier County was formed 
in 2010 by several Collier County com-
munity agencies to address health and 
safety issues adversely impacting Collier 
County children, mainly SIDS/unsafe 
sleep, drowning and childhood obesity. 
For more information, call 552-7788 or 
e-mail info@safehealthychildren.org.

■ The Brody Project for Ani-
mal Assisted Therapy is dedicated to 
enhancing human health by providing 
AAT and promoting the healing power 

of the human-animal bond through 
community educational forums. AAT 
services are provided to frail elders at 
Moorings Park Continuing Care Retire-
ment Community and women and chil-
dren at the Shelter for Abused Women 
and Children. For more information, 
call Karen Lasker 325-9328 or visit www.
thebrodyproject.org.

Past Diamond Volunteer Award win-
ners are: 

2010 – Baby Basics of Collier Coun-
ty, Penny Bear Company and Make-A-
Wish® Southern Florida.

2011 – Hope for Haiti, Bedtime Bun-
dles, Sunlight Home and Senior Friend-
ship Center (a tie resulted in four win-
ners being named).

2012 - Eden Autism Services, Miracles 
in Action and Project HELP Crisis Cen-
ter.

For more information about the 
awards program, call Ms. Capolino at 
Keating Realty at 877-6700 or e-mail 
Kelly@Naples.net. ■

DIAMOND
From page 20



It’s Local.
It’s Entertaining.
It’s Mobile.

Got Download?

It’s FREE!

Visit us online at www.FloridaWeekly.com

The iPad App

Search Florida Weekly in the 
iTunes App Store today.

iPad is a registered trademark 
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  NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLYA22    WEEK OF DECEMBER 13-19, 2012

888-440-2852 
www.lbulighting.com

11985 Tamiami Trail N • Naples, FL 34110

available exclusively at

EAST INDIES HOME
COLLECTION

11985 US 41 N., Naples 34110
239-596-7273

Big Boy Chair

Oversized Water Hyacinth Club Chair

Ms. Lynn graduated from Florida Gulf 
Coast University on Dec. 17, 2011. She 
was eager to begin the preliminary test-
ing for her transplant, eager to have her 
name put on the transplant list, eager 
for her phone call.

Her call came at 5:01 a.m. Thursday, 
July 12, hours after that odd evening 
shower. Her father put down his bowl of 
cereal and picked up the phone. Tampa 
General Hospital was on the other end: 
“We think we have new lungs for you.” 
The Lynns were in their car by 5:30.

Ms. Lynn recounts the drive as quiet 
and calm. No traffic on the road. Hazy 
skies parting to blue. Exiting the high-
way, a Carrie Underwood song came 
on the radio: “Jesus, Take the Wheel.” 
Melody turned to her mom, “There’s 
your sign.”

The phone call, the drive, the blood 
work went fast. Then Ms. Lynn had 10 
hours to sit with her thoughts. The new 
lungs looked good on paper. Would 
the donor’s tissues be torn? Would her 
organs be bruised? Would this be a dry 
run?

Ms. Lynn sat in a room with a digital 
clock. Each hour, each minute, each 
second illuminated. She could not drink 
water. She had to suffer through her 
coughs. Her pulmonologist walked in 
and patted her on her head: “These are 
excellent. They’re pretty pink lungs.” 

Her family huddled around her out-
side the operating room doors. The 
orderly pushing her bed stood aside. 
He let everyone step up and kiss her, 
tell her it was going to be OK. Then he 
rolled her away.

The surgeon replaced her lungs one at 
a time, first her right, then her left. Four 
o’clock the next morning, he told her 
parents the surgery went beautifully: 
“You’ll be able to see her soon.” Initially, 
they could get no closer than looking 

MELODY
From page 1

MOLLY GRUBBS / COURTESY PHOTO

Melody Lynn



Experience the difference of our highly trained staff. Schedule a 
consultation today! Visit SurgicalHealingArts.com and 

                         call us at (239) 344-9786.

6150 Diamond Centre Court #1300, Fort Myers
239-344-9786 • SurgicalHealingArts.com

Call to attend our FREE  
monthly informational seminar!

We’re proud to announce our 
Bariatric Surgical Nurse Practitioner 
and Program Coordinator, Amy 
Phipps, has earned Certified Bariatric 
Nurse credential from the American 

Society for Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery 

(ASMBS). She is an especially caring 
professional as she herself has had 
bariatric surgery and shares her 
personal experience with patients.  

Our highly trained staff ensures      
       you the best bariatric care.

Amy Phipps, ARNP has achieved 
Certified Bariatric Nurse accreditation.
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www.gulfviewdentistry.com

Call 239-300-9693 
to set an appointment for 
your Free Consultation!

NOT JUST FOR KIDS!
 New BRACES technology now available in Naples

Available for $3,995 or less!
Visit Fastbraces.com for additional information

Half the Time! Half the Visits!
 Half the Discomfort!

Almost Half the Price!!!
Fast Braces treatment often completed in 3-12 months!

CREATING SMILES FAST, SAFE, AND AFFORDABLE!

To read Florida 
Weekly’s fi rst feature 
on Melody Lynn, 
visit http://fortmyers.
fl oridaweekly.com/
news/2011-12-21/
Top_News/INSPIRED.
html

To follow Ms. 
Lynn’s personal blog, 
visit: http://melodyni-
cole-blessingsindis-
guise.blogspot.com

at her through a sliding glass door. She 
could not lift her arm to wave, so she 
gave them a flap of her hand.

The next day, she was pedaling a 
stationary bike. Three days later, she 
was walking down the hall. A newborn 
27-year-old, Ms. Lynn had to learn to 
breathe again, learn to cough, to sneeze, 
to yawn again.

A physical therapist held Ms. Lynn 
by her ribcage, teaching her how to 
breathe in and out with her diaphragm, 
no longer gasping up-and-down for air. 
The therapist’s supportive patience left 
a lasting impression. Ms. Lynn now 
intends to go back to school for physi-
cal therapy.

“Life in general, the only thing I’ve 
ever wanted to do was inspire somebody, 
whether it be through dance, school, 
whatever, I want to inspire people to do 
what they want to do,” Ms. Lynn says. 
“It doesn’t have to be anything related 
to me or what I’ve done, I just want to 
inspire them to go further than they 
thought they could.”

Two months post-surgery, Ms. Lynn 
was dancing ballet. Three months post-
surgery, she was blowing up balloons. 
Now she’s running, she’s skipping, she’s 
going on dates, planning her travels, her 
scars underneath her shoulder blades, 
like wings.

“Waiting on my transplant, my life 
stopped,” Ms. Lynn says. “Now I’m 
catching up on life. I just can’t sit still.”

Holding a bachelor’s degree in resort 
and hospitality management, Ms. Lynn 
would like to find a good job with good 
benefits. She will be taking immunosup-
pressant medications for life; otherwise, 
her body might fight off her new lungs, 
what she calls her “new gems.”

All Ms. Lynn knows about her donor 
— she was around the same age, same 
height and same weight as Ms. Lynn. 

Though before her surgery, her doctor 
asked her something curious: “Melody, 
if all of a sudden you have the urge to 
go hunting or fishing, would that be all 
right with you?”

Ms. Lynn replied, “Yes, sir. I will go 
with my Dad. I will absolutely honor 
that.”

Ms. Lynn must confess she has had an 
itch to go to a shooting range, something 
she never really cared to do before. Any 
whims she’s feeling, she’s entertaining.

“I’ve got to make my life so much big-
ger because it’s not just me,” she says of 
her donor. “She missed out, so I’ve got 
to do everything 10 times bigger, not just 
for me, but for her.”

Ms. Lynn must wait one year post-
surgery to write a letter to her donor’s 
family, per transplant policy. It will then 
be up to the donor’s family to write back 
and arrange to meet.

Meeting or no, the Lynns would like 
to thank the family for their gift, which 
proved to be Melody’s miracle. ■

— A version of this article was first 
published in Pinnacle Magazine



Th omas Quigley, M.D.
Board Certifi ed Eye Physician & Surgeon

www.doctorquigley.com

FREE
EYE EXAM
FOR NEW PATIENTS

No Hidden Charges: It is our policy that the patient and or any other person responsible for payment or be reimburse by payment or any other service, examination or treatment 
which is performed as a result of reimburse within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment. 
Offer does not apply to Avantica managed insurance plans including Freedom, Optimum and some Universal.

CODE: FW00
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complete medical exam with one of our board certifi ed
eye doctors includes prescription for eyeglasses, and
tests for cataracts, glaucoma and other eye diseases.
Offer applies to new patients 59 years and older.
Coupon Expires 12/31/2012

Naples 
Bonita Springs 
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A reminder of the vision, mission and core values of NCH 

As we approach the end of another 
year, I think it makes sense to pause for 
a moment to consider who we are and 
what we do at NCH Healthcare System. 
Teams of colleagues have contributed to 
this week’s column with their thoughts 
about our vision, our mission and our 
core values.

NCH is the largest non-governmental 
institution in Collier County. Striving to 
be a world-class leader of excellence in 
health care is our organization’s vision. 
Helping everyone live a longer, hap-
pier and healthier life is our mission. 
And our culture embraces the following 
seven core values:

■ Stewardship –  We take pride in 
all that we do and take ownership of our 
resources.

■ Equality – We acknowledge and 
value each person, recognizing and cel-
ebrating diversity as it enriches our 
organization.

■ Respect – We treat our colleagues, 

our patients, their families and everyone 
in our community with dignity.

■ Value – We value teamwork, build-
ing on individual ideas and talents in a 
collaborative environment.

■ Integrity – We adhere to the high-
est ethical standards and take personal 
responsibility in all that we do.

■ Compassion – We provide care 
with empathy, respect and sensitivity to 
nurture the mind, body and spirit.

■ Excellence – We devote ourselves 
to delivering the highest quality in clini-
cal and service outcomes.

It is no coincidence that the initials 
of these seven core values, which have 
served NCH since its birth 57 years ago, 
spell “SERVICE.” That is the essence of 
what we stand for — delivering qual-
ity service to ensure that every patient 
experience is an excellent one.

To ensure that we deliver that level of 
service, NCH must be driven by a high 
sense of professionalism that places the 
interest of the patient ahead of our own. 
Our commitment is based on the firm 
belief that when you do the right thing 
often enough, you get the right result. 

Our 21-member board of directors 
directs our leadership team and all of 
our 4,000 colleagues, 650 physicians 

and 1,200 volunteers to be ethically 
bound by the spirit and meaning of the 
Hippocratic Oath: “First, do no harm.”

No individual or institution is perfect. 
And certainly NCH remains on a con-
stant journey to strive for better clinical 
quality and easier access for all, while 
lowering costs for payers, patients and 
the community we serve. But we can all 
be proud to say that as far as that jour-
ney goes, “So far, so good.”

Finally, we all are saddened by the 
recent death of Bill Dalton, husband of 
former NCH board member Sue Dalton. 
Both of the Daltons have been wonder-
ful supporters of NCH and are among 
the founders of our downtown campus’ 
Garden of Hope and Courage. The NCH 
oncology unit is a primary beneficiary 
of the Daltons’ largesse.

Mr. Dalton was a giant in the broad-
casting industry and provided long-
standing leadership and generosity to 
local charities fortunate to have his sup-
port. We are grateful to both him and his 
wife, and we extend deepest sympathies 
to their family. We will miss our friend 
Bill. ■

— Dr. Allen Weiss is president and 
CEO of the NCH Healthcare System.

TO YOUR 
HEALTH
AVOW experts 
offer free grief 

counseling
Avow Hospice grief counselors 

hold a pet grief support group from 
3:30-4:30 p.m. on the third Monday 
of each month. The next meeting is 
Dec. 17. Meetings are held in the Ispiri 
community center at Avow headquar-
ters on Whipporwill Lane. 

Attendance is free, but reservations 
are requested. Call 261-4404. ■

Doctor will discuss 
test for Parkinson’s

The Parkinson Association of 
Southwest Florida Inc. presents a 
free presentation by Dr. Igor Levy of 
Neuroscience/Spine Associates at 1 
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 12, at Hodges 
University, 2655 Northbrooke Drive.

Dr. Levy will discuss DaTscans, a 
new imaging technique that can pro-
vide a more definitive diagnosis of 
Parkinson’s disease. He will also raise 
the question of how much a patient 
should be told about test findings. 
Attendees will be encouraged to join 
the conversation.

Other programs and services 
PASFI offers Parkinson’s disease 
patients and their families and care-
givers include:

■ A voice aerobics class is held at 
10:30 a.m. every Tuesday at PASFI 
headquarters.

■ A “My Story” workshop takes 
place immediately after voice aerobics 
every week for those who want to pre-
serve their family memories in writing.

■ A support group for caregivers 
meets at 7 p.m. every Tuesday.

■ A support group for PD patients 
or others with movement disorders as 
well as their caregivers begins at 10:30 
a.m. every Thursday. Students from 
FGCU recently attended and asked 
for volunteers to complete a short 
assessment about physical activity. 
They will share their findings with 
the group in a few months.

■ Naples Equestrian Challenge 
offers horseback riding as a thera-
peutic tool for Parkinson’s patients. 
Tuition for PASFI members is cov-
ered by an anonymous gift.

■ The next session of the speech 
and swallowing class will begin in 
February.

Unless otherwise noted, classes 
and programs take place at PASFI 
headquarters, 1048 Goodlette-Frank 
Road in Naples. For reservations or 
more information about any of the 
above, call PASFI at 417-3465 or e-mail 
Ruth Hubing, executive director, at 
pasified@aol.com. ■

E-cigarettes becoming increasingly 
popular despite unknown consequences

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

Consumption and awareness 
of “e-cigarettes,” electronic nico-
tine inhalers that contain nicotine 
derived from tobacco, are high in 
the United States despite limited 
knowledge of their side effects, 
according to a recent study from 
the American Journal of Public 
Health. While the products are 
marketed as safe alternatives to 
smoking, more research is nec-
essary to determine their health 
impact on both the individual and 
population levels.

 Researchers conducted sepa-
rate online and phone surveys 
in 2010 to determine American 
consciousness of electronic nico-
tine delivery systems, usage rates 
and public perceptions of their 
harmfulness. Surveys compiled 
data from never, former and cur-
rent smokers, with large sam-
ples of African Americans and 
Hispanics. Each asked respon-
dents for their experience with 
e-cigarettes, and to quantify their 
risk compared to regular cigarettes on 
a five-point scale. The online sample 
showed that more than 40 percent of 
Americans ages 18 and older had heard 
of e-cigarettes, including 57.1 percent of 
current smokers. Additionally, a major-
ity of smokers — 70.6 percent of online 

respondents and 84.7 percent of phone 
respondents — believed that e-ciga-
rettes were less harmful than regular 
cigarettes. Researchers found some evi-
dence that the electronic products were 
specifically popular among smokers 
who were considering quitting within 

six months, possibly as cessation 
treatments. Because e-cigarettes 
have not been regulated by the 
Food and Drug Administration 
and were only recently intro-
duced to American consumers, 
neither their value as a cessation 
aid nor their claims as a reduced 
harm/modified risk product can 
be determined.

 “Awareness of ENDS is wide-
spread and experimentation 
and use by millions of smok-
ers, especially young adults, is 
of concern,” the study’s authors 
concluded. The authors call for 
FDA regulation of these products 
and for further research to deter-
mine the prevalence of consistent 
ENDS use, the role of ENDS as a 
starter product and the impact of 
dual use on both harm reduction 
and on whether e-cigarettes are 
facilitating or undermining smok-
ers’ cessation efforts. ■

— The American Journal of Pub-
lic Health is the monthly journal of 
the American Public Health Asso-

ciation, the oldest organization of public 
health professionals in the world. APHA 
is a leading publisher of books and peri-
odicals promoting sound scientific stan-
dards, action programs and public policy 
to enhance health. More information is 
available at www.apha.org.

HEALTHY LIVING

allenWEISS
allen.weiss@nchmd.org



Run away to 
C’mon for fun 
with CircusFit

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 
brings CircusFit, its innovative national 
youth fitness program, to C’mon, the 
Golisano Children’s Museum of Naples, 
on Saturday, Dec. 15. Designed to teach 
fun ways to stay active, physically fit 
and healthy, CircusFit is open to chil-
dren of all ages. Show times at C’mon 
are 12:30, 1:30 and 2:30 p.m. Attendance 
is free with regular admission.

CircutFit “Ambassadors of Laughter” 
Dave and Cherie Gregg teach the fun-
damentals of fitness through age-appro-
priate activities that incorporate basic 
circus skills. Their message covers top-
ics including proper nutrition, hydra-
tion, stretching and exercise.

The performances at C’mon serve a 
kick-off for the Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
& Bailey “FULLY CHARGED, Gold Edi-
tion” that comes to Germain Arena Jan. 3-6.

“For 143 years, families and kids of all 
ages have been coming to ‘The Greatest 
Show On Earth’ to witness some of the 
world’s greatest athletes perform acts 
of incredible skill,” says Kenneth Feld, 
chairman and producer. “Our Ringling 
Bros. performers are in peak physical 
condition and perfect role models to 
encourage and teach America’s youth 
fun-filled ways to stay fit and active.”

Ringling Bros. has joined forces with 
the President’s Council on Physical Fit-
ness and Sport to promote CircusFit and 
physical activity across America.

According to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, the 
percentage of children and adolescents 
who are defined as overweight has more 
than doubled in the past two decades. 
As this trend continues, overweight 
children are more likely to develop 
weight-related illnesses in adulthood, 
including diabetes and heart disease. 
CircusFit can help reverse the trend 
and get children interested in exercise, 
healthy living and daily activity. 

For more information about CircusFit, 
visit www.CircusFit.com. For information 
about the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey engagement at Germain Arena in 
early January, visit www.Ringling.com. ■

Tips to laugh away 
the holiday blues

Holidays are a time of mirth and 
cheer; at least that’s what the folks at 
Hallmark tell us. For many adults, how-
ever, the holidays can be a challenging 
time. 

In a free presentation titled “Laugh 
Those Holiday Blues Away,” Margot 
Escott, LCSW, will provide tips on ways 
to decrease the stress that comes with 
“the most wonderful time of the year.”

The Mental Health Association of 
Southwest Florida hosts the program 
from 9:30-11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 22, at 
MHASWF headquarters, 2335 Tamiami 
Trail N. Reserve your place by calling 
Brian Follweiler at 261-5405 or e-mailing 
bfollweiler@mhaswfl.org. ■

Workshop will 
give lifeline to 

caregivers
More than 65 million Americans pro-

vide care for a chronically ill, disabled 
or aged relative or friend each year. To 
help them learn strategies for coping, 
a free workshop will take place from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 15, in the 
clubhouse at Moorings Park.

Family caregivers, health-care profes-
sionals and clergy all are invited to “A 
Lifeline for Caregivers” presented by 
Kenneth J. Doka, Ph.D., professor of ger-
ontology at the Graduate School of The 
College of New Rochelle and a senior 

consultant to the Hospice Foundation 
of America. 

Dr. Doka’s topics for family and other 
caregivers will include managing stress, 
setting goals and expectations and tak-
ing care of oneself. For health-care pro-
fessionals and clergy, he will discuss 
psychological and spiritual reactions at 
end of life and the effects of caring for 
the terminally ill.

A light dinner will be served. The 
evening is sponsored by Vita Hospice, 
Dignity Memorial, IberiaBank, Moor-
ings Park and 21st Century Care. 

RSVP by Jan. 10 by calling 597-3101. ■

Parenting power 
topic of classes

David Lawrence Center offers free 
parenting courses starting in January 
to empower parents and provide them 
with communication skills and other 
tools to help them meet challenges asso-
ciated with raising children. Classes will 
meet from 6-8 p.m. once a week for six 
weeks, with several starting dates avail-
able for sessions in both English and 
Spanish. Space is limited, and registra-
tion is open now.

“Making Parenting a Pleasure” is 
designed for busy, stressed-out parents 
of children ages 5-12.

“Parenting a Problematic Teen” is 
for parents of older children who are 
strong-willed or even out of control. 

For registration or more information, 
call 263-4013 or visit www.davidlaw-
rencecenter.org. ■
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ATTENTION INVESTORS
DID A COMPANY, BROKERAGE FIRM, FINANCIAL ADVISOR, OR BANK 

CAUSE YOU TO LOSE MORE THAN $100,000 OF YOUR LIFE SAVINGS 
IN ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING INVESTMENTS:

GILMAN LAW

“Ambassadors of Laughter” Dave and Cherie 
Gregg

TO YOUR HEALTH
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PET TALES
Is this an emergency?

Knowing the difference between ‘urgent’ and ‘life-threatening’ saves money — and lives
BY GINA SPADAFORI
Universal Uclick

One Christmas Eve many years ago, I 
decided to kill some time before heading 
over to a family gathering by cutting the 
nails on all my dogs. (Yes, I know it’s odd, 
but I’ll say in my own defense that the 
presents were already wrapped and I had 
nothing else to do.)

Somehow I managed to cut so deeply into 
one nail that the blood just gushed. And of 
course, I hadn’t checked to make sure I had 
styptic powder (or even corn starch, a great 
backup) on hand before I started. So instead 
of opening presents, I found myself opening 
my checkbook at the emergency clinic, along 
with a handful of other pet lovers with tim-
ing or luck just as bad as my own. Among 
them, I remember a puppy with parvo, an 
ancient cat with breathing problems and a 
dog with ... tapeworms.

The last was hardly an emergency, but 
the pet’s owner didn’t know that. She’d seen 
something come out of her dog that she 
was convinced was a part of his intestine. 
The veterinary technician was kind enough 
to set her straight without charge and with 
instructions to visit her regular veterinar-
ian after the holidays.

While it might be tempting to snicker at 
a person who didn’t recognize a tapeworm, 
she was truly doing her pet a service. She 
thought something was wrong and didn’t 
wait to find out what it was. That’s much 
better than those people who wait to get 
sick animals treated, even when their pets 
are clearly in pain.

But how do you know when a situation 
is critical enough to find a veterinarian 
immediately? Anything is worth at least 
a call if you’re not sure what’s wrong, but 
some things require urgent attention. The 
holidays are always hectic enough, which 
makes this a great time to remind people of 
what’s an emergency:

■ Seizure, fainting or collapse.
■ Eye injury, no matter how mild.
■ Vomiting or diarrhea — anything more 

than two or three times within an hour or so. 
■ Allergic reactions, such as swelling 

around the face, or hives, most easily seen 
on the belly. 

■ Any suspected poisoning, including 
antifreeze, rodent or snail bait, and human 
medication. Cats are especially sensitive to 
insecticides (such as flea-control medication 
for dogs) or any petroleum-based product. 

■ Snake or venomous spider bites. 
■ Thermal stress — from being either 

too cold or too hot — even if the pet seems 
to have recovered. The internal story could 
be quite different.

■ Any wound or laceration that’s open 
and bleeding, or any animal bite. 

■ Trauma, such as being hit by a car, 
even if the pet seems fine. Again, the situa-
tion could be quite different on the inside.

■ Any respiratory problem: chronic cough-
ing, trouble breathing or near drowning.

■ Straining to urinate or defecate.
■ Although some other problems aren’t 

life threatening, they may be causing your 
pet pain and should be taken care of with-
out delay. Signs of pain include panting, 
labored breathing, increased body tem-
perature, lethargy, restlessness, crying out, 
aggression and loss of appetite. Some pets 
seek company when suffering, while others 
will withdraw.

When in doubt, err on the side of cau-
tion, always. Better to be dead wrong about 
a minor medical problem than to have a 
pet who’s dead because you guessed wrong 
about a major one. Call your veterinary 
clinic or hospital before you need help and 
ask what arrangements the staff suggests 
for emergency or after-hours care. If your 
veterinarian refers clients to an emergency 
clinic after regular business hours, be sure 
you know which clinic, what the phone 
number is and how to get there.

I got lucky that Christmas Eve with a fast 
and relatively inexpensive resolution to my 
pet’s emergency, but I’m always aware that 
next time I might not be so fortunate. This 
is why I now know whom to call and where 
to go whenever I need help for my pets, 
why I keep first-aid supplies on hand — 
and why I have resolved never to clip nails 
on a holiday again. ■

Everyone wants to avoid an unnecessary trip 
to the veterinary emergency clinic, but it’s 
always better to be safe than sorry. 

To adopt or foster a pet
— This week’s adoptable pets are from 
Brooke’s Legacy Animal Rescue, an 
all-volunteer, foster home rescue organization. 
For more information, call 434-7480, e-mail 
Admin@BrookesLegacyAnimalRescue.org or 
visit www.BrookesLegacyAnimalRescue.com.

Pets of the Week
>>Haiden is a neutered, 
2-year-old Dachshund mix 
who was rescued from 
a puppy mill. He weighs 
about 12 pounds and has 
a very sweet disposition.
 
>>Leanin is a neutered, 
2-year-old Brussels Griffon 
mix. We saved this ador-
able guy from euthanasia 
because he had a bad 
front leg. Although the 
leg had to be amputated, 
Leanin is recovering beau-
tifully and gets around fi ne.
 
>>Magic Mocha is a 
spayed, 1-year-old chocho-
late Laborador retriever/
catahoula mix. She loves 
her tennis ball and other 
soft toys and is loving and 
obedient. She’s crate 
trained and is doing very 
well with housebreaking.
 
>>Tracy Tearjerker is 
a spayed, 10-month-old 
Labrador retriever mix. We 
saved her from euthanasia 
after she was hit by a car 
and suffered a leg injury. 
The leg is healed now and 
all “TJ” wants from Santa 
is a forever home.

Explore the endless possibilities of a club membership to the award-winning, 
Naples Grande Golf Club. Enjoy privileged access to the prestigious 

Waldorf Astoria Naples, where you will be able to relax your mind, body 
and spirit at Golden Door Spa, challenge and improve your play at the 

Peter Burwash International Tennis Center and indulge in hours of sunshine 
while you cool off at the resort swimming pools or the private beach. 

One of North America’s Top 100 Resort Courses, as rated by Golfweek Magazine
Voted one of the “10 Best New Golf Courses in Florida” by Travel & Leisure Golf

4.5 out of 5-Star rating by Golf Magazine

For more information, please contact Marc Freiburg, 

The Premier Club of Naples

7540 Golden Gate Parkway, Naples, FL 34105

239.659.3714  |  WaldorfAstoriaNaples.com

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS PRIVILEGES.

GOLF  |   BEACH  |   POOL  |   SPA  |   F ITNESS |  TENNIS  |   D IN ING



Call today for a complimentary tour and learn more about membership  
at Wyndemere. Non-resident golf memberships also available! 

Join the fun and make new friends at the newly renovated Wyndemere  
Country Club, which is now unmatched in quality and value. The 
$10-million renovation has enhanced the following amenities – perfect 
for your active lifestyle!

• 27-hole Arthur Hills  
 championship golf course 
• 12 Har-Tru tennis courts 
• State-of-the-art fitness center 

• Resort-style infinity edge pool 
• Sensational social  
 and dining events

Come for the fun, stay for the friends!

fits your lifestyle to a tee

239.643.6336 • www.wyndemere.com

700 Wyndemere Way, Naples, Florida 34105  

For more information call Cheri Knapp, Membership Director
at 239-643-6336 or visit www.wyndemere.com
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MUSINGS
Dovetail

“I think that yesterday was a crisis 
in my life. I finished the first part of 
Renouvier’s second Essais and see no 
reason why his definition of free will 
— “the sustaining of a thought because 
I choose to when I might have other 
thoughts” — need be the definition of 
an illusion. At any rate, I will assume for 
the present — until next year — that it is 
no illusion. My first act of free will shall 
be to believe in free will.”

— William James

“Look, I am sending you out as sheep 
among wolves. So be as wise as snakes 
and as innocent as doves.”

— Matthew 10:16

“I slept, but my heart was awake. 
Then I heard my lover knocking and 
calling: ‘Open to me, my treasure, my 
darling, my dove, my perfect one. My 
head is drenched with dew, my hair with 
the dampness of the night.’” 

— Song of Songs 5:2 

“On the wings of a snow-white dove 
he sends his pure sweet love, a sign from 
above on the wings of a dove.” 

— Bob Ferguson

YO, bird-dog:
do the tails of the tale fit
harmonize, coo-coo-ings,
or do we need
to split this joint
finding a nest in there in hear
heartening rigor mortise

toward tender tenons 
oh, the song that be the singing
with wings a plenty
stretched out and unencumbered
basking out of baked alas 
lacking no things
and not merely mere 

rathered universes bubbling foams
fermentable fervid maids made in 
kings’ gongs bye
the ground ripple in your early ear
reap pitched for solo sounds
in the between of this tweening 
preening
watering can be eyes
or ayes or azores volcanic aisles 
first person singular willing
azure like that wet sky
holding the hawk holding the snake 
just holding
wolf’s bane flowering on roofs
easy easel ease
wool pulling wolf
making yarns 
beyond defenestration blah baa baa
black as night: wolf, sheep, snake
dew ragging on the dawn
until the clearest early light
perfect beyond heavy or treasure or
post the day, past the aire way 
coming home bearing the branch of 
peace
your all heart ■

— Rx is the FloridaWeekly muse who 
hopes to inspire profound mutiny in all 
those who care to read. Our Rx may be 
wearing a pirate cloak of invisibility, but 
emanating from within this shadow is 
hope that readers will feel free to respond. 
Who knows: You may even inspire the 
muse. Make contact if you dare.

R x
rx@floridaweekly.com







Presenting Properties Exclusively in Excess of One Million Dollars

Estates at Grey Oaks
Bua/Bua-Bell  866.884.8196

 $3 Million
 Web # N211514692

Bay Shore Place Penthouse at Park Shore Beach
Bua/Bua-Bell 866.884.8196

 $1.75 Million
Web # N212037425  
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Thanks for giving
Community Foundation celebrates 
Women’s Philanthropic Network, and
more Networking events. B7-8 

Officers installation
Women’s Council of Realtors,
Naples-on-the-Gulf new
leadership in place. B26 

House Hunting
Check out this five-bedroom
beauty in Miromar Lakes. B9 
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After selling his upscale retail cloth-
ing business in northern Sweden, near 
the Arctic Circle, Pelle Holmqvist is 
taking a big chunk of time off from “the 
rat race in Europe.” He escaped two 
feet of snow to arrive on these sunny 
shores a few weeks ago and is almost 
completely thawed out.

“I can feel the tension melting away, 
fading away,” Mr. Holmqvist said 
recently as he sat in a T-shirt, shorts and 
shades outside his room at the Hide-
away Waterfront Resort and Hotel in 
Cape Coral, with nothing to demand his 
attention except a novel, his iPad and a 
view of bright clouds fluttering across a 
deep blue sky. 

He’s one of the millions of travelers 

arriving in greater numbers in Florida, 
boosting tourist or “bed” tax collections 
to record highs, and allowing hoteliers 
to start raising rates after they fell 
sharply during the recession. 

Charlotte, Lee and Collier counties’ 
visitation and promotional agencies all 
reported record tax collection figures 
for the fiscal year ending Sept. 30. The 
funds pay to help market the area to 
tourists, restore beaches and maintain 
sports parks and other facilities. 

The Lee County Visitor & Conven-
tion Bureau recorded $26.5 million in 
tourist taxes on paid accommodations 
for the fiscal year ending in September, 
a 9.2 percent increase over last year’s 
record-breaking $24.2, beating a previ-
ous record set in 2009. 

“We’re hoping that trend will con-
tinue,” said VCB spokeswoman Nancy 
Hamilton. “Part of it’s pent-up demand. 
People want their vacations, so they 
save over time and spend their money 
to come and have a wonderful experi-
ence here.”

The Naples, Marco Island, Ever-
glades Convention and Visitors Bureau 
reported that tax collections for the 
fiscal year set a record at $14.9 million. 
The previous record was from the fiscal 
year ending September 2008 with $14.8 
million. 

“The record-setting tourist tax rev-
enue reflects a new-found confidence 
among our visitors to spend their sav-
ings on travel and entertainment,” said 
Jack Wert, executive director for the

Tourism breaks records 
Visitors come back 
in greater numbers

BY EVAN WILLIAMS
ewilliams@fl oridaweekly.com

Pelle Holmqvist takes time off from the Euro-
pean “rat race” here in Southwest Florida.

SEE TOURISM, B6 

EVAN WILLIAMS / FLORIDA WEEKLY

The holiday lights along Fifth Avenue South are a favorite focus of visitors and residents alike. 
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We are a direct lender offering the following 
loan products:

239-434-0300  www.aemc.cc
Making dreams

come true... 
SW Florida’s Fastest Growing Mortgage Bank!

MONEY & INVESTING 
End-of-year deadlines for the wealthy and small business owners

When the big ball drops in Times 
Square at midnight Dec. 31, the new 
year will have begun, but it also marks 
a closed door for a variety of tax plan-
ning options. 

Of headline note is the expiration 
of the Bush tax cuts, which have great 
application to estates larger than $5 
million (and to estates that are expect-
ed to grow to be over $5 million). 
These estates will be taxed at much 
higher estate taxes ... unless, of course, 
tax rules stay the same or, in future 
years, become more beneficial.  But 
that is highly unlikely. 

After Nov. 6, many rushed to their 
professionals to figure ways to get 
more out of their estate and into trusts 
or family limited partnerships or, sim-
ply, through a gift into their children’s 
estate. 

Beyond the estate tax figuring, the 
wealthy who give charitably are trying 
to figure if they are better to give their 
end-of-year contributions by Dec. 31 or 
wait until 2013 when the contributions 
might have a more favorable income 
tax effect. If a person is paying higher 
taxes in 2013 (as is planned for the 
highest earners), then it might make 
sense to use the deductions to lower 

2013 taxes. 
If upon reading this you run to the 

offices of your tax professional, you 
might find a long line. The scuttlebutt 
is that these professionals are work-
ing overtime to handle their increased 
work. 

However, end-of-year tax planning is 
not just for the very wealthy. There are 
deadlines that impact the middle class 
(but not to the exclusion of the wealthy 
and their children).  These deadlines 
include small business retirement 
plans other than IRAs that deadline on 
April 15. 

Most are familiar with the variety of 
IRA plan options: Traditional and Roth 
are the best known. But there are also 
the SEP IRA and Simple IRA plans that  
are intended for the self–employed 
individual and small business owner 
with fewer than 100 employees.  The 
difference between these plans and 
determining their suitability for you 
should be discussed with a profes-
sional specializing in retirement or tax 
planning.

There are some retirement plans 
that have Dec. 31 as the deadline for 
creation of the plan (if your business 
year end is Dec. 31) while the funding 
for such plans can be deferred into 
2013.  That is to say, you have to decide 
if you want to use these plans, create 
and file the documents with the plan 
administrator before year-end.  You do 
not have to write the check for fund-
ing until you file your tax return by 

April 15 or the date of the tax filing 
extension. For many of these plans, the 
contribution is a business expense and 
you will not have figured your busi-
ness expenses for 2012 until sometime 
in 2013.  

One such retirement plan requiring 
creation before year-end is the Individ-
ual 401(K) plan. It was the topic of my 
April 5 column titled, “401(K): Old dog 
but new tricks for the sole proprietor.” 

And to quote myself, “The indi-
vidual 401(K) consists of employee sal-
ary deferral contribution and employer 
profit sharing contribution. The maxi-
mum that can be contributed depends 
upon a participant’s age, with older (50 
and over) being allowed to contribute 
more to the plan.

Under the 2012 contribution rules, a 
plan participant younger than 50 can 
make a maximum employee deferral 
contribution in the amount of $17,000, 
with either pre-tax or after-tax/Roth 
money. On the “employer” side (and 
you are your own employer), the busi-
ness can contribute 25 percent of net 
self-employment income up to a com-
bined maximum of $50,000. Sole pro-
prietorships or single member LLCs 
are limited to 20 percent of net profit.

For participants older than 50, the 
maximum employee deferral contribu-
tion is $22,500 — again, either pre-tax 
or Roth. On the “employer” side (and 
again, you are the employer) the busi-
ness can contribute 25 percent (and, 
again, 20 percent of net self-employ-

ment income for a sole proprietorship 
or single-member LLC.) The combined 
maximum is $55,500.”

Now what has changed since April 
5?  We are clearly moving into a higher 
tax environment, not just for the next 
four years but until Congress either 
curbs its spending or generates higher 
levels of employment (and personal 
taxation).  So taxpayers should look for 
ways to minimize taxes in the present 
(through deductible contributions to 
retirement plans) or limit taxes in the 
future (possibly through Roth plans 
that tax now but allow retirement dis-
tributions without taxation).  

As the deadline is your business’s 
fiscal year-end, which for most is Dec. 
31, you might want to begin a review of 
plan suitability before New Year’s Eve.  
And when considering a plan admin-
istrator, consider whether you want 
to use traditional investment choices 
(stocks and mutual funds) only or if 
you want to select a plan that allows 
you to self-direct and invest in nontra-
ditional assets. 

These plans are intricate and require 
consultation of a specialist as to their 
merit and suitability to you. ■

— Jeannette Showalter, CFA, is a 
commodities broker with Worldwide 
Futures Systems. She can be reached 
at 571-8896 or jshowaltercfa@yahoo.
com.
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To Schedule a Private Showing and   
View Our New Model Homes, 

call (239) 465-0090 or Visit DiscoverMediterra.com

Member Owned Club. From the $600s to over $7 million 
A London Bay Homes Community Development Enterprise

Visit us daily at The Mediterra Sales Center 15836 Savona Way, Naples, FL 34110 

Located on Livingston Road, approximately 2 miles north of Immokalee Road between I-75 and US 41

Isabella II at Serata $1,811,864 
3,009 Total A/C sq. ft.. Now Available

Eloro at Lucarno Call For Pricing 
3,380 Total A/C sq. ft. Under Constuction

Girona at Cortile Call for Pricing 
3,526 Total A/C sq. ft. Under Constuction

Regency II at Buonasera $1,612,643
3,699 Total A/C sq. ft. Under Constuction

ONLY ONE LUXURY GOLF COURSE COMMUNITY IN NAPLES OFFERS

TWO TOM FAZIO DESIGNED GOLF COURSES AND A PRIVATE BEACH CLUB.

Visit

Open Houses

Every Sunday

MODELS AVAILABLE 

FOR VIEWING 

DAILY

HAVE IT ALL



www.centralbnk.com

At Central Bank, we understand the value of teamwork and the strong 
relationships that it builds. Our team is committed to providing a 
higher level of service and to help you find the right banking products 
to tackle your financial goals.

· 21 Full Service Locations

· Cash Management Services

· Small Business Loans

· Home Mortgages

· Construction Loans

· Internet Banking

· Consumer & Business  
Banking Products

4099 Tamiami Trail N, Suite 100 
Naples, FL 34103

239.430.2500

1520 Royal Palm Square Blvd, Suite 100 
Fort Myers, FL 33919

239.274.1900

Equal Housing Lender

We offer FREE Financial Literacy Courses in your Community!
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 Awards & Recognition

Wilfredo Emanuel has joined the 
design team at Clive 
Daniel Home. A televi-
sion personality, writ-
er, speaker and consul-
tant for Christian Dior 
USA in the Caribbean 
and the U.S. for nearly 
15 years, Mr. Emanuel 
most recently was the 
lead interior designer 
for LA-Z Boy Galleries in Orlando. He 
also spent four years with the former 
Robb & Stucky at its Mall of Millennia 
and Altamonte Springs 
stores. 

Jan Wallace of 
JW Designs has been 
named the December 
Designer of Distinc-
tion at the Miromar 
Design Center.

 Board Appointments

Friends of the Library of Collier Coun-
ty announces the election of the follow-
ing board members to serve three-year 
terms: Kenneth Assal, Linda Leather-
bury and Richard Jordan.

 Food & Beverage

Bill Zimmer has joined the staff 
at the Waldorf Astoria Naples as the 

chef at Aura restau-
rant. A graduate of 
the culinary program 
at Johnson & Whales 
in Providence, R.I., 
he has worked as the 
executive chef at P.F. 
Chang’s and Real Sea-
food Company.

 Health Care

Adult and geriat-
ric psychiatrist Scott 
Haltzman has joined 
the adult outpatient 
medical services staff 
at the David Lawrence 
Center, Collier Coun-
ty’s only comprehen-
sive, nonprofit mental 
health and substance 
abuse treatment facil-
ity. Dr. Haltzman earned his bachelor’s 
degree in biology and English from 
Brown University and his medical 
degree from Brown University Medical 
School. He completed his residency in 
psychiatry at Yale University School of 
Medicine and the Yale-New Haven Hos-
pital psychiatric outpatient department, 
where he was the chief resident. Dr. 
Haltzman recently relocated to Naples 
from Rhode Island and brings with him 
more than 15 years of experience in 
teaching, psychiatric consulting, direct 
patient care, psychotherapy, marriage 
education and couples therapy. He has 
participated in practice management in 
a variety of treatment settings includ-
ing private practice, community men-

tal health, addiction treatment centers, 
medical centers and hospitals.

  Nonprofi t Organizations

Andria Piekarz has joined Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters of the Sun Coast as vice 
president of philanthropy. She previous-
ly worked for the American Red Cross.

Marriet Daigle has 
joined the Conservan-
cy of Southwest Flori-
da as general manager 
of the Upscale Resale 
Furniture and More 
store. She has more 
than 35 years of experi-
ence in retail manage-
ment and is responsi-
ble for all store operations and product 
acquisition. 

Lynn Mariotti has 
joined the Conservan-
cy of Southwest Flor-
ida as guest relations 
manager and manager 
of the Bradley Nature 
Store. 

Ellen Biella-Saggau 
joined the Conservancy 
of Southwest Florida as 
the assistant manager 
at the Bradley Nature 
Store. She has more 
than 20 years of retail 
experience in Europe 
and five years in the 
U.S.

 
Vanessa Green 

has joined the envi-
ronmental science 
department at the 
Conservancy of South-
west Florida as a part-
time field technician 
to assist biologists 
in all areas of field 
work while Melinda 
Schumann is on maternity leave. She 
earned a bachelor’s degree in environ-
mental studies from Central Michigan 
University and previously worked as a 
Conservancy volunteer and intern. 

Hope Gorman has 
joined the develop-
ment team at the Con-
servancy of Southwest 
Florida as a part-time 
events assistant. She 
graduated from the 
University of North 

Florida with a bachelor’s degree in pub-
lic relations. She also works as a cus-
tomer service representative at NCH.

 Real Estate

Keith Bass has been appointed CEO 
of WCI Communities. He replaced David 
Fry, who resigned from the position for 
personal reasons. Mr. Bass has more 
than 20 years of homebuilding experi-
ence and has held a number of executive 
leadership positions at national home-
building and development companies, 
most recently as president of the South 
Region of Ryland Homes. He has served 
on WCI’s board of directors since early 
2012.

Tracy Reinert has joined Vi at Bent-
ley Village as community relations coor-
dinator to oversee marketing, commu-
nity and public relations for the Bentley 
Village Care Center in Naples. A former 
creative director for both WCI Commu-
nities and Miromar Lakes. Ms. Reinert 
most recently was the owner/operator 
of Adapalooza Design, a marketing con-
sultant firm that specialized in private 
schools and real estate companies.

Friley Saucier has joined Premier 
Sotheby’s International Realty as a bro-
ker associate in the 
company’s Old Naples 
office. She has earned 
designations as accred-
ited buyer represen-
tative, certified real 
estate negotiator, certi-
fied luxury home mar-
keting specialist, resort 
and second-home spe-
cialist and transnational referral certi-
fied. She is a Million Dollar Guild mem-
ber of the Institute for Luxury Home 
Marketing and is also a member of the 
Naples Area Board of Realtors and the 
Florida and National associations of 
Realtors.

Debbie Zvibleman of John R. Wood 
Realtors has earned the designation of 
certified negotiation expert from the 
National Association of Realtors. 

John R. Wood Realtors announces 
the following new sales associates: Lyn 
Bedell, Melissa Bonello and Dorene 
McShea, Old Naples office; Denise 
DeGemmis and Stephanie Strohm-
eyer, central office; Sue Price and Rod-
erick Price, Bonita Springs office; and 
Roy Shoots, North Naples office; ■

ON THE MOVE

EMANUEL

HALTZMAN

ZIMMER

DAIGLE

MARIOTTI

BIELLA-SAGGAU

SAUCIER

GREEN

GORMAN

WALLACE
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BUSINESS MEETINGS
■ A Job Search Support Group 

meets from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Mondays at 
the Greater Naples Chamber of Com-
merce. Contact Karen Klukiewicz at 
kluk77@comcast.net or visit www.
napleschamber.org.

■ The East Naples Merchants 
Association meets for Business After 
Business at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 13, 
at Physicians Regional Medical Center-
Collier Boulevard. For more informa-
tion, call 435-9410 or 643-3600 or visit 
www.eastnaplesmerchantsassoc.com.

■ The Neapolitan Chapter of the 
American Business Women’s Asso-
ciation meets at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
18, at Bellasera Hotel. Guest speaker 
Sam Black of Sam Black Consulting will 
present a workshop about finding bal-

ance and finding time in a busy work-
day. Cost is $29 for ABWA members and 
$34 for others. Sign up by 5 p.m. Dec. 15 
at www.abwaneapolitan.org.

■ The Greater Naples Chamber of 
Commerce holds its Business After 5 
holiday party from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Dec. 18, at the Hilton Naples. Cost is 
$20 for members in advance, $40 at the 
door and for non-members. Sign up at  
www.napleschamber.org/events.

 
■ The Marco Island Area Cham-

ber of Commerce invites members and 
guests to Business After Five from 5:30-7 
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 19, at the Marco 
Beach Hilton Resort. $10 admission 
for all. For more information, e-mail 
Katie@marcoislandchamber.org.

■ PRACC, Public Relations, Market-
ing and Advertising Professionals of 
Collier County, holds its holiday gather-
ing from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 20, at McCormick & Schmick’s 
in Mercato. A silent auction will raise 
money for the organization’s scholar-
ship fund. (Call 596-2530 if you have an 
item to donate for the auction.) Cost is 
$25 for members, $30 for guests. Sign up 
by e-mailing info@pracc.org or visiting 
www.pracc.org.

■ The Women’s Network of Col-
lier County meets for lunch at 11:30 
a.m. on the second Tuesday of every 
month at Shula’s at the Hilton Naples. 
Cost is $22 for members, $25 for others. 
The next meeting is Jan. 8. Sign up at  
www.wnocc.org.

 

■ The first Wake Up Naples of the 
New Year for members and guests of 
the Greater Naples Chamber of Com-
merce takes place from 7:30-8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 9, at the Hilton Naples. 
Guest speaker will be Elaine Reed, exec-
utive director of the Naples Historical 
Society. Sign up at www.napleschamber.
org/events.

 
■ The East Naples Merchants 

Association will host the East Naples 
Expo & Taste of the Expo from 2-6 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 18, at Edison State College. 
Admission will be $5 in advance, $10 at 
the door. Purchase in advance at  www.
ticketderby.com. For information about 
being an exhibitor, call Shirley Calhoun 
at 435-9410 or Natalie Anguilano at 643-
3600. ■ 

THE MOTLEY FOOL®
To Educate, Amuse & Enrich

Ask the Fool

Fool’s School My Dumbest Investment

The Motley Fool Take

Name That Company

Last week’s trivia answer

Do you have an embarrassing lesson learned 
the hard way? Boil it down to 100 words (or less) 

and send it to The  Motley Fool c/o 
My Dumbest Investment. Got one 
that worked? Submit to My Smart-
est Investment. If we print yours, 
you’ll win a Fool’s cap!

Write to Us! Send questions 
for Ask the Fool, Dumbest (or 
Smartest) Investments (up to 100 
words), and your Trivia entries 

to Fool@fool.com or via  regular mail c/o this 
newspaper, attn: The  Motley Fool. Sorry, we 
can’t provide individual financial advice.

Refinancing 101 
The benchmark 30-year fixed mortgage 

rate has long been near record low levels, 
recently hitting 3.5 percent. If you haven’t 
refinanced your mortgage yet, you may 
want to consider it before rates rise, as 
they’ll eventually do. You may be able to 
save thousands of dollars.

Refinancing involves taking out a new 
mortgage on your home — usually at a 
lower interest rate, and typically shrink-
ing your payments. You may also opt 
for a shorter- or longer-term mortgage, 
resulting in somewhat higher (or lower) 
payments.

When you shop around for a better 
deal than the one you’ve got, assess the 
many mortgage costs involved, such as 
the origination fee, discount points, the 
appraisal, the credit report, processing, 
title insurance and the escrow fee. You 
can research available loans and interest 
rates at bankrate.com and other sites.

Consider what “points,” if any, you 
might pay. A point is equal to 1 percent 
of the value of your loan. Points are paid 
upfront when you close the loan and basi-
cally permit you to buy a lower rate. They 

can make sense if you plan to keep the 
home and loan for many years.

If you can get a new mortgage at a rate 
that’s at least 1 percentage point lower 
than your current rate, you may reap enor-
mous interest savings over 15 to 30 years, 
depending on how much you borrow.

In some refinancings, you can actu-
ally increase the amount of your loan by 
taking out extra funds — perhaps to pay 
down credit card debt or make home 
improvements. Be careful with this “cash-
out” tactic, though — your valuable home 
equity will be taking a hit and cash-out 
interest rates can be higher.

Know, too, that it has become harder, 
since the subprime-lending crisis, to get 
qualified for mortgages. Lenders, having 
made too many regrettable loans, are 
being pickier now. It’s more important 
than ever to have or develop a solid credit 
rating. Pay your bills on time and avoid 
excessive debt.

Learn more at fool.com/how-to-invest/
personal-finance/home/index.aspx and 
bankrate.com/refinance.aspx. ■

Sold Too Soon 
My dumbest investment involves 

microprocessor designer ARM Holdings, 
which I simply sold too soon. 

— S.C., online

The Fool Responds: One of the tricky 
parts of investing is believing in yourself 
and patiently sticking to your convictions. 
If your research has made you pretty sure 
that a company has competitive advan-
tages and a bright future, you may have to 
wait a while before the rest of the market 
catches on. ARM Holdings, which some 
see as overvalued at the moment, has 
rewarded long-term shareholders well. It 
has averaged a 30 percent annual gain over 
the past decade.

Of course, it’s also smart to keep up 
with the company, to make sure that it 
remains promising over time. If your orig-
inal reason for buying into it evaporates, 
then consider selling. You might also con-
sider selling if you find a more compel-
ling company. But don’t be too fickle, as 
frequent buying and selling can be costly, 
due to commission costs and short-term 
capital gains tax rates. Aim to always have 
your money focused on your best ideas, 
the stocks you most expect to grow. ■

I was founded a century ago by a guy 
named Leon Leonwood who wanted to 
sell Maine hunting shoes. Today I’m a 
global enterprise, with annual sales of 
about $1.4 billion. My flagship store is 
open 24/7 year-round and hasn’t had 
locks on its doors since 1951. More than 
11 million people visit my stores annual-
ly, and even more order from me online 
and via my many catalogs. I’m privately 
owned, so you can’t buy stock in me. 
I’m known for my terrific customer ser-

vice and I don’t 
charge for ship-
ping on U.S. and 
Canadian orders. 

Who am I?
Know the answer? 

Send it to us with 
Foolish Trivia on the 

top and you’ll be entered 
into a drawing for a nifty 
prize! ■

An Energetic Stock
Looking for a good energy company for 

your portfolio? Check out Devon Energy 
(NYSE: DVN). It’s a major oil and gas 
producer with a balanced production mix 
and a vast and diversified portfolio of 
high-quality assets all over North Amer-
ica. And with a couple of recent joint 
ventures under its belt, the company’s 
prospects for future growth look brighter 
than ever.

Devon has been known as a predomi-
nantly natural-gas-focused company. But 
recognizing the poor economics of the dry 
gas business given low gas prices, Devon 
has been shifting its focus to higher-mar-
gin oil and natural gas liquids. For the year, 
Devon has allocated 100 percent of its $6 

billion-plus capital budget toward oil and 
liquids-rich projects. It also has a solid 
track record of growing oil production in 
recent years. Meanwhile, Devon maintains 
the flexibility to shift back to drilling for 
dry gas should prices rebound sufficiently.

The company has one of the stron-
gest balance sheets and liquidity positions 
among its peer group, having ended the 
second quarter with more than $7 billion 
in cash and short-term investments.

Since 2003, Devon has reduced its net 
debt by more than $3 billion, while still 
raising its dividend by an annual average 
of 26 percent since 2004. Its dividend 
recently yielded 1.5 percent. (The Motley 
Fool owns shares of Devon Energy.) ■

I was born in 1923 as a small yarn 
company in Boston, but today I’m an 
international conglomerate based in 
Providence, R.I. I employ more than 
30,000 people and rake in more than $11 
billion annually. My wares include Bell 
helicopters, E-Z-GO golf carts, Jacobsen 
turf-care machines and Cessna planes. 
(I boast the largest business jet fleet 
in the world.) I’m also very involved 
in telecommunications equipment and 
services, financial services, military 
vehicles and more. Some of my other 
brands include Kautex, Lycoming, AAI 
and Greenlee. During World War II, I 
made parachutes. Who am I? (Answer: 
Textron) ■

Stock Checkups
QHow often should I review my 

stock holdings?

— H.R., Adrian, Mich.

AIdeally, follow the compa-
nies frequently — perhaps 

every three months, when quar-
terly reports are issued. At that 
time, read through the report (the 
annual report is long, but quarter-
ly reports are much briefer) and 
through past press releases, which 
you can usually find at company 
websites. With big, established, 
long-term holdings, you can get 
away with checking in less often. 
Younger, smaller outfits such as 
shoemaker Crocs are likely to 
fluctuate much more than blue 
chips such as General Electric. But 
even blue chips can have sharp 
moves.

***

QI’m looking for stocks that only 
cost a few dollars each, because 

I don’t have that much money to 
invest. What do you recommend?

— D.L., Butler, Penn.

AFirst off, please don’t think 
that you need to find “cheap” 

stocks. You may buy 1,000 shares 
of stock for $1 each, only to see 
them fall in value, while, alterna-
tively, you might have bought 10 
shares of a $100 stock that doubles 
in a few years.

The price alone doesn’t tell you 
much. A $300 stock might look 
pricey, but if the company’s shares 
are really worth $500 each, it’s a 
bargain. Google shares recently 
traded at $670, but four years ago 
they were $300. (The Fool owns 
shares of Google and its newslet-
ters have recommended it.)

Consider steering clear of 
“penny stocks,” priced below $5 
each. Generally volatile and extra-
risky, many are more likely to go 
out of business than go to the 
moon. Too many people get excit-
ed at the thought of owning thou-
sands of shares. It’s not the num-
ber of shares that matters — it’s 
their strength and performance.

Got a question for the Fool? 
Send it in — see Write to Us
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Cayman Swinging Hammock Chair

Joseph Charles Patio

Naples CVB, in a statement. “Our busi-
ness community is reporting more visitor 
activity and a corresponding rise in tour-
ism industry employment opportunities.” 

Charlotte Harbor Visitor & Convention 
Bureau records show tourist tax collec-
tions up 11 percent to $1.5 million, break-
ing a previous record of $1.4 million for 
the fiscal year ending September 2004. 

The influx of taxes shows little sign of 
abating. 

“Season looks like it’s coming in very 
strong, so it’s not an anomaly,” said Char-
lotte VCB director Lorah Steiner. “Last 
year was a record year in the history of 
the bureau. That was true for many coun-
ties in Florida.”

The state’s tourism agency, Visit Flor-
ida, said tourism and recreation taxable 
sales for Florida from January through 
August 2012 were $49 billion, represent-
ing a year-over-year increase of 7.5 per-
cent over the same period in 2011. 

After seeing a spike in customers last 
year, Donna Huey, manager of Fish Cove 
Adventure Golf, a 36-hole miniature golf 
course on Charlotte Harbor in Port Char-
lotte, is preparing for the long lines of 
customers after Jan. 1.      

“We know it’s coming,” she said, not-
ing that there is a typical lull in business  
between Thanksgiving and New Year’s 
for some destinations. “We get new balls 
and new clubs and make sure we have 
enough supplies for everybody.” 

Seasonal sales aren’t quite hopping yet 
for Peace Frogs, a gift shop at Tin City, 
the waterfront mall filled with gift and 
amusement stores in Naples. Manager 
Angelo Mei held down the fort almost 
alone in the fluorescent-lit glow among 
the sweaters and jewelry and other knick-
knacks on a recent night. 

He opened the back door of Peace 
Frogs to a rain-slicked parking lot. There 
were only a few cars parked there. That 
surprised him because usually people 
come in off the beaches or the streets to 
shop when it rains. 

“I know when it’s slow at night it looks 
like the end of the world, but it isn’t,” said 
Mr. Mei. “I’m not jumping with joy. We 
need to make more money, but business 
has come back.”

Employment, room rates up
Visit Florida said an increase in visitors 

to the state in the third quarter this year 
led to direct travel-related employment, 
which rose 1.5 percent during the same 
period, an addition of 15,000 jobs. 

Hideaway Waterfront Resort owner 
Mike Murnane in Cape Coral provided a 
few of those jobs. He hired two new work-
ers this year for 30 hours per week, he 
said. That’s significant in a small boutique 

operation such as his, with only 19 rooms. 
“This last month of November our rev-

enue of bed tax was up 14 percent from a 
year ago,” he said. “It may have something 
to do with the visibility of our property or 
that our property is a boutique style, or 
more likely that the economy seems to be 
changing and we’re seeing a lot of guests 
purchasing homes or looking for homes 

to retire in. We also seem 
to see a dramatic increase 
in the European visitors.”

That night, 40 percent of 
the occupied rooms were 
filled by visitors from Euro-
pean countries including 
Germany, Switzerland and 
Sweden.  Visit Florida said 
the number of internation-
al travelers rose 5.5 percent 
during the third quarter of 
2012. 

At Englewood Beach, a 
retired judge from the UK, Derek Mes-
senger, was strolling with his wife, Carol. 
They have friends who live in Venice and 
Naples, so they rent a villa in Rotonda, a 
community near the beach, for a month. 

In addition to giving them profits to 
hire new workers, hoteliers such as Mr. 

Murnane say the rise in occupancy rates is 
allowing them to raise their daily rates for 
the first time since the economy tanked.

In Lee County, the average daily rate 
hoteliers charge was up 4.1 percent from 
the prior year, to $125.19. Hotels’ occupan-
cy rates rose 2.4 percent to 56.3 percent. In 
Collier, the average daily rate in October, 
the latest month available, compared to a 
year before was up 4.7 percent, to $122.10. 

“This is the first opportunity for many 
hotels to gradually raise their rates up to 
what they might have been in 2008, 2007,” 
Mr. Murnane said. 

And his outlook for the rest of this year 
is positive. 

“For this being (early December), we 
probably have 30 percent more bookings 
on today’s date for season than we did a 
year ago,” he said. ■

TOURISM
From page 1

EVAN WILLIAMS / FLORIDA WEEKLY

A man strolls along Englewood Beach.

Guests crowd McCabe’s Irish Pub in Naples.

Customers get ready to hit the greens at Fish Cove Adventure 
Golf.

Manager Donna Huey and her daughter Shawna have prepared for a busy 
season.
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NETWORKING
Community Foundation holds annual meeting of the Women’s Philanthropic Network

We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, 
go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too.

Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.

STEPHEN WRIGHT / FLORIDA WEEKLY 

 1 . Sue Huff, TaSheekia Perry, Shanna Saint Fleur and 
   Kelly Capolino 
 2 . Marian Woods and Monica Biondo
 3 . Kim Kantor, Donna Daisy and Jan Kantor
 4. Janice Teal and Dennis Ling
 5. Karysia Demarest and Theresa Shaw
 6. Liz Jessee, Colleen Kvetko, Mitzi Magan and Roz Travis
 7. Sandra Buxton and Trista Meister
 8. Heidi Varsames, Mary Cooper and Susan Mehas
 9. Karen Casey and Liz Elledge
10. Sue Steiner and Cyndy Kirkham
11. Emily Riddell and Libby McHugh
12. Vi Steffen and Sheilah Crowley
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NETWORKING
Beyond Motion fitness center celebrates its third anniversary

We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, 
go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too.

Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.

COURTESY PHOTOS 

 1 . Collin Cogwell, 
   Aly Wellman and
   Amy Lademann
 2 . Peter Orifice and 
   Monica Seif
 3 . Jinmi and Nick 
   Husemann
 4. Phyllis and Joe 
   Aho
 5. Rick and Amy 
   Lademann
 6. Victoria Coppard

Open House at Bay 170 in The Village on Venetian Bay

 1 . Janice Fonda, Phil Meyer, Lynn Mount and 
   Kim Nye
 2 . Patricia Crawford and John Buehler
 3 . Rich McCormack and Rita Faranda
 4. Tracey Talentino and Joanie Licitra
 5. Nancy Fox and Shoshana Yeager
 6. Brian Giacomelio and Chip Carter
 7. Rhonda Cassity, Miki Cooper and Elaine 
   Spainhower

COURTESY PHOTOS 
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NAPLES & 
MARCO ISLAND 

AREA
Marco Shores - Fairways

Recently updated 3BR/2BA with screened 
lanai. Unfurnished. $1,000

Moorings - Port-au-Villa

Bayside, 1st floor 2BR/2BA’s. Furnished.  
$1,530

Sterling Oaks
Desirable gated tennis community, 2-story 

home with 3BR/2.5 BA+loft.
Unfurnished. $2,100

Imperial Golf Estates

Pool home with 5BR+den and summer 
kitchen. Unfurnished. $3,995

Park Shore

Spacious updated 4BR/3.5BA+den pool 
home in a prime location. Unfurnished.  

$4,500

Moorings

Old Florida style 2-story home. 
4BR/3.5BA’s, pool and 3-car garage. 

Unfurnished. $8,000

Marco Island

Estate home with 5BR/6+BA’s. Waterfront 
with Gulf views. Furnished. $21,500

FT. MYERS, ESTERO  
& BONITA 

SPRINGS AREA 
 Residences at Coconut Point

Former model with 2BR/2BA’s, wood 
flooring. Granite countertops, stainless 

appliances. Unfurnished. $1,600

Bonita Bay - Tuckaweye

Courtyard villa, heated pool and waterfall. 
3BR/3BA.  Furnished. $3,500

A GUIDE TO THE LOCAL REAL ESTATE INDUSTRY

REAL ESTATE
N A P L E S  F L O R I D A  W E E K L Y
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Luxury abounds in every detail of 
this grand estate home in the Anaca-
pri neighborhood at Miromar Lakes 
Beach & Golf Club. A boater’s delight, 
the property has a private dock with 
direct access to water-skiing, fishing or 
a quick cruise to Miromar Lakes’ award-
winning Beach Clubhouse to dine.

With more than 5,000 square feet of 
air-conditioned living space, the home 
has five bedrooms and 5½ baths plus a 
loft that’s ideal for billiards or a play-
room. Details include an private eleva-

tor, designer tile throughout the main 
living area, wood floors in the den, 
deep crown moldings and tray ceilings, 
handcrafted wood built-ins in the fam-
ily room, custom light fixtures, a spa-
cious gourmet kitchen with custom tile 
back splash and a natural gas cooktop. 
The free-form pool and a full outdoor 
kitchen overlook the lake. 

10321 Via Anacapri Court is listed 
for $2.195 million. Call Miromar Lakes 
Realty at 425-2340 or visit www.Miro-
marLakes.com. ■

10321 Via Anacapri Court
Miromar Lakes Beach & Golf Club

House Hunting:
COURTESY PHOTOS
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MEDITERRA

SURROUND YOURSELF WITH LUXURY
• 4 Bedrooms, + Den, 4 Full & 3-Half Baths
• Stunning, True Chef's Kitchen
• Opulent Master Suite & Bath
• 2 Level Lagoon Pool w/Spillover Spa
• $6,700,000   MLS 212036120
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

BAREFOOT BEACH

PALATIAL GULF FRONT ESTATE
• 3-Story, 6 Bedrooms, 6.5-Baths 
• Panoramic Ocean Views
• Private Elevator, Soaring Ceilings, Wrap Around Porches
• Private Boat Dock and Lift
• $4,995,000   MLS 212027127
• Suddeth and Delaney 239.784.0693

BONITA BAY

MARINA POINTE
• Gracious Living & Graceful Entertaining 
• Expansive Tropical Landscaped Waterfront 
• 5 Bedrooms, Exceptional Finishes & Décor 
• Gourmet Kitchen, Private Dock, Southern Exposure 
• $3,900,000   MLS 211515661
• The Lummis Team 239.289.3543

BONITA BAY

GORGEOUS HIGH RISE RESIDENCE
• 3 Bedrooms, Plus Den, 3.5-Baths
• Sunsets over the Gulf and Bay
• Private Elevator Foyer
• 270 Degree Water Views
• $2,395,000   MLS 212033612
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.5717

REGATTA AT VANDERBILT BEACH

410 FLAGSHIP DR., #305
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• View of Vanderbilt Lagoon, Boat Dock Included
• Offered w/the Designer Furnishings
• Walk to Vanderbilt Beach
• $649,000   MLS 212012319
• Annette Villano 239.248.6798

MEDITERRA

GOLF & LONG LAKE VIEWS
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 3-Baths
• Spectacular 1st Floor Coach Home
• Upgraded Gourmet Kitchen
• Volume Detailed Ceilings
• $599,000   MLS 211514075
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

BONITA BAY 

HAMMOCK ISLE 
• Desirable 2nd Floor Coach Home 
• Updated, Open, Spacious Floor Plan
• 3 Bedroom + Den w/ 3 Baths 
• Private Fairway View of Bay Island Course 
• $555,000   MLS 212028273
• The Lummis Team 239.289.3543

VANDERBILT BEACH

REGATTA
• Beautifully Decorated 3 Bedroom, 2-Bath
• Meticulously Maintained and Freshly Painted
• Vanderbilt Lagoon Views
• Outstanding Community Amenities
• $539,000   MLS 212019964
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.398.3929

VANDERBILT COUNTRY CLUB

2ND FLOOR CARRIAGE HOME
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• View of the 17th Fairway
• Offered Fully Furnished
• Golf Membership with Purchase
• $234,900   MLS 212030267
• Barbara Irons 239.821.2510

BEACH & TENNIS CLUB

RENOVATED 6TH FLOOR CONDO
• 1 Bedroom, 1-Bath
• Hurricane Impact Windows & Doors
• Directly Across from the Beach
• Great Income Producing Potential
• $219,900   MLS 212037674
• Lauren & Michael Taranto 239.572.0066

WATERFORD AT VANDERBILT CC CLUB

VANDERBILT COUNTRY CLUB
• 2 Bedrooms plus Den, 2 Baths
• Golf Included w/Purchase
• Fabulous Golf Course
• California Closets Throughout
• $194,900   MLS 212029999
• Barbara Irons  239.821.2510

PELICAN LANDING

LAKEMONT COVE
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Enclosed Tiled Lanai
• Private Island & Water Taxi
• Great Community Amenities
• $185,000   MLS 210034124
• Beth James 239.287.4663

ROOKERY POINTE

ARTHUR RUTENBERG BUILT
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 2.5-Baths
• Sophisticated Décor & Professionally Furnished 
• Beautiful Pool and Spa
• 3-Car Garage
• $475,000   MLS 212037645
• Beth James 239.287.4663

NAPLES 

GOLDEN GATE ESTATES
• Fully Fenced & Gated 2.25 Acres
• Close in Just of 951
• Large Rutenberg Home w/ Huge Open Air Pool
• 80' X 40' Detached Workshop W/ 3 Overhead Doors
• $429,900   MLS 212036826
• Cory Lauer 239.465.9290

BONITA SHORES

BEAUTIFUL POOL HOME
• Custom Built 4 Bedrooms, 3.5-Baths
• Separate Cabana, Boat Slip Privileges
• Extended Garage for Boat Storage
• Fenced Yard
• $369,900   MLS 212036695
• Heather Wightman 239.450.1891

PARK SHORE 

MONTICELLO AT NAPLES
• 3 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• 10' Ceilings Throughout
• Close to Shopping and the Beach
• 2-Car Garage
• $359,000   MLS 212036988
• Corey Cabral 239.963.6590

SHADOW WOOD 

MAGNOLIA BEND 
• 3 Bedrooms + Den, 4 Baths 
• Expansive Lake View, SW Exposure 
• 3,532 S.F. of Living Space 
• Gourmet Kitchen, 3 Car Garage 
• $1,485,000   MLS 212033264
• Greg Lewis, The Lewis Team 239.287.1158

PELICAN LANDING 

BAY CREEK 
• Expansive Outdoor Living Areas 
• 5 Bedrooms Plus Den, 4.5 Baths 
• Recently Inspected and Appraised
• Custom Estate-Large Lot  4,617 Sf. Ft. Living Space 
• $1,449,000   MLS 212018053
• Dotti Fagan, The Fagan Team 239.272.4946

VANDERBILT BEACH

SEA CHASE
• 2 Bedrooms 2-Baths
• Stunning Gulf Views to Sanibel & the Beach
• Completely Remodeled, Exquisite Finishes
• Gorgeous Master Suite & Bath
• $1,295,000   MLS 212036475
• Suddeth & Delaney 239.784.0693

QUAIL CREEK

EXPANSIVE GOLF COURSE VIEWS
• 3 Bedrooms, 2-Baths, 3-Car Garage
• Screened Lanai w/Pool, Spa, & Summer Kitchen
• Extensive Upgrades, Circular Drive
• Over 3,700 S.F. of Luxury Living Space
• $1,250,000   MLS 212027640
• Marya Doonan 239.450.4000

OPEN SUNDAY 1 - 4:00
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MEDITERRA

TUSCAN INSPIRED PRIVATE ENCLAVE
• 4 Bedrooms, + Den, 4.5-Baths
• Side Loading 4-Car Garage
• Covered Loggia w/Pool and Spa
• Beautiful Lake & Preserve Views
• $2,100,000   MLS 212001463
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.398.3929

MEDITERRA

CUSTOM DESIGNED MASTERPIECE
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 4.5-Baths
• Imported Stone Flooring, Stone Fireplaces
• Gorgeous Lake & Landscaped Views
• Infinity Edge Pool w/Spillover Spa
• $1,999,000   MLS 212037584
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

QUAIL CREEK

ENDLESS LAKE & GOLF VIEWS
• 4 Bedrooms, 6.5-Baths
• Grand Living Room w/Fireplace
• Circular Drive, Motor Courts, 3-Car Garage
• Tropical Gardens, Pool & Entertainment Area
• $1,649,000   MLS 212033934
•   Lauren & Michael Taranto 239.572.3078   

HORIZONS AT BONITA BAY 

4731 BONITA BAY BLVD., #2003
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 4-Baths
• Beautiful Gulf & Golf Course Views
• Bamboo Flooring, and Many Interior Enhancement
• World Class Resort Amenities
• $1,549,000   MLS 212031902
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

WILDCAT RUN

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM HOME
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 2.5-Baths
• Sparkling Pool and Spa
• 3-Car Garage, Tile Roof
• Social Membership Included
• $525,000   MLS 201239411
• Heather Wightman 239.450.1891

BONITA BEACH

THE EGRET
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Direct Gulf Facing
• Spectacular Views of the Gulf of Mexico
• Pet Friendly
• $525,000   MLS 212037496
• Denise Stillwell 239.273.0990

BEAR'S PAW

EXTRAORDINARY HOME IN BEAR'S PAW 
• 3 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Exceptional Preserve & Golf Views
• Renovated Interior w/Hardwood Flooring
• Stunning Imported Fixtures
• $525,000   MLS 212003006
• Jo Ellen Nash 239.537.4785

HOLLY GREEN VILLAS

3070 GULF SHORE BLVD #211
• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, First Time Offered
• Unobstructed View of the Bay
• Furnished w/Extensive Updates
• Free Use of Common Boat Docks
• $500,000   MLS 212028103
• Jackie Sweet  239.298.9000

THE DUNES

GRANDE PHOENICIAN
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• Beautifully Decorated 9th Floor Condo
• Western Views of the Gulf & Bay
• Great Amenities
• $6,500 / Month   MLS 212022076
• Denice Faerber 239.776.1887

VANDERBILT BEACH

SEA CHASE AT VANDERBILT BEACH
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Over 1,500 S.F. of Living
• Beachfront Living
• Offered Fully Furnished
• $4,500 / Month   MLS 211509332
• Marjorie Workinger 239.325.3516

PELICAN MARSH

EGRETS WALK
• 2 Bedrooms, + Den, 3-Baths
• Fabulous Lake Views
• Large Screened Lanai
• Premier Community Amenities
• $1,800 / Month   MLS 211501764
• Jeff Windland 239.285.1198

PELICAN BAY

ST SIMONE
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 2-Baths
• Located in the Heart of Naples
• 2nd Floor Residence
• Soaring Ceilings & Neutral Accents
• $1,400 / Month   MLS 212037246
• Jeff Windland 239.285.1198

MOORINGS

BOATING BEACH LOCATION
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Completely Renovated
• Boat Slip & Lift Included
• Short Boat Ride to the Gulf
• $339,900   MLS 212013690
• Steve Suddeth & Jordan Delaney 239.404.3070

AVE MARIA 

5878 PLYMOUTH PLACE
• 3 Bedroom + Den, 3 Full Baths
• Panoramic & Private Lake View
• Heated Pool, Huge Lanai w. SW Exposure 
• Championship Deeded Golf Included
• $334,900   MLS 212035350
• Cory Lauer 239.465.9290

MEADOW BROOK 

GREAT COMMUNITY!
• Established Neighborhood
• 4 Bedrooms / 2.5 Bathrooms 
• Heated Pool / Hot Tub 
• Security Shutters / Remodeled Kitchen 
• $315,000   MLS 212012122
• Jamie Lienhardt 239.565.4268

AVE MARIA 

5800 DECLARATION COURT 
• Championship Golf Included 
• 2 Bedrooms + Den, 2 Baths, Low Fees 
• Tons of Upgrades
• 20,000 SQ. Ft. Clubhouse / Amenity Opening Soon 
• $238,000   MLS 212034656
• Cory Lauer 239.465.9290

MEDITERRA

STUNNING LUXURY VILLA
• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5-Baths
• Soaring Ceilings and Crown Molding
• Sweeping Lake Views
• Gorgeous Pool & Tropical Lanai
• $949,000   MLS 212034859
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.5717

WOODLAKE AT BONITA BAY

SPECTACULAR GOLF COURSE VIEW
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 3.5-Baths
• Large Master Suite w/Bonus Room
• Nestled Among Lush Foliage
• Expansive Lanai w/Heated Pool & Spa
• $750,000   MLS 212034607
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.5717

WESTLAKE

BEAUTIFUL CONTEMPORARY DESIGN
• 2 Bedrooms, + Den, 2.5-Baths
• Courtyard Entry w/Water Feature
• Energy Efficient Impact Glass
• State of the Art Home Equipment
• $749,000   MLS 212032948
• Suddeth & Delaney 239.404.3070

BONITA BEACH 

TOP FLOOR - CORNER UNIT
• 2 Bedroom, 2 Baths, 2 Balconies
• Breathtaking Views of the Gulf of Mexico
• Renovated w/Tile Throughout
• Furnished & Covered Parking 
• $649,900   MLS 212021331
• Denise Stilwell 239.273.0990

OPEN SUNDAY 1 - 4:00

OPEN SUNDAY 1 - 4:00

OPEN SUNDAY 1 - 4:00 OPEN SUNDAY 1 - 4:00
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MEDITERRA

SURROUND YOURSELF WITH LUXURY
• 4 Bedrooms, + Den, 4 Full & 3-Half Baths
• Stunning, True Chef's Kitchen
• Opulent Master Suite & Bath
• 2 Level Lagoon Pool w/Spillover Spa
• $6,700,000   MLS 212036120
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

BAREFOOT BEACH

PALATIAL GULF FRONT ESTATE
• 3-Story, 6 Bedrooms, 6.5-Baths 
• Panoramic Ocean Views
• Private Elevator, Soaring Ceilings, Wrap Around Porches
• Private Boat Dock and Lift
• $4,995,000   MLS 212027127
• Suddeth and Delaney 239.784.0693

BONITA BAY

MARINA POINTE
• Gracious Living & Graceful Entertaining 
• Expansive Tropical Landscaped Waterfront 
• 5 Bedrooms, Exceptional Finishes & Décor 
• Gourmet Kitchen, Private Dock, Southern Exposure 
• $3,900,000   MLS 211515661
• The Lummis Team 239.289.3543

BONITA BAY

GORGEOUS HIGH RISE RESIDENCE
• 3 Bedrooms, Plus Den, 3.5-Baths
• Sunsets over the Gulf and Bay
• Private Elevator Foyer
• 270 Degree Water Views
• $2,395,000   MLS 212033612
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.5717

REGATTA AT VANDERBILT BEACH

410 FLAGSHIP DR., #305
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• View of Vanderbilt Lagoon, Boat Dock Included
• Offered w/the Designer Furnishings
• Walk to Vanderbilt Beach
• $649,000   MLS 212012319
• Annette Villano 239.248.6798

MEDITERRA

GOLF & LONG LAKE VIEWS
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 3-Baths
• Spectacular 1st Floor Coach Home
• Upgraded Gourmet Kitchen
• Volume Detailed Ceilings
• $599,000   MLS 211514075
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

BONITA BAY 

HAMMOCK ISLE 
• Desirable 2nd Floor Coach Home 
• Updated, Open, Spacious Floor Plan
• 3 Bedroom + Den w/ 3 Baths 
• Private Fairway View of Bay Island Course 
• $555,000   MLS 212028273
• The Lummis Team 239.289.3543

VANDERBILT BEACH

REGATTA
• Beautifully Decorated 3 Bedroom, 2-Bath
• Meticulously Maintained and Freshly Painted
• Vanderbilt Lagoon Views
• Outstanding Community Amenities
• $539,000   MLS 212019964
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.398.3929

VANDERBILT COUNTRY CLUB

2ND FLOOR CARRIAGE HOME
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• View of the 17th Fairway
• Offered Fully Furnished
• Golf Membership with Purchase
• $234,900   MLS 212030267
• Barbara Irons 239.821.2510

BEACH & TENNIS CLUB

RENOVATED 6TH FLOOR CONDO
• 1 Bedroom, 1-Bath
• Hurricane Impact Windows & Doors
• Directly Across from the Beach
• Great Income Producing Potential
• $219,900   MLS 212037674
• Lauren & Michael Taranto 239.572.0066

WATERFORD AT VANDERBILT CC CLUB

VANDERBILT COUNTRY CLUB
• 2 Bedrooms plus Den, 2 Baths
• Golf Included w/Purchase
• Fabulous Golf Course
• California Closets Throughout
• $194,900   MLS 212029999
• Barbara Irons  239.821.2510

PELICAN LANDING

LAKEMONT COVE
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Enclosed Tiled Lanai
• Private Island & Water Taxi
• Great Community Amenities
• $185,000   MLS 210034124
• Beth James 239.287.4663

ROOKERY POINTE

ARTHUR RUTENBERG BUILT
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 2.5-Baths
• Sophisticated Décor & Professionally Furnished 
• Beautiful Pool and Spa
• 3-Car Garage
• $475,000   MLS 212037645
• Beth James 239.287.4663

NAPLES 

GOLDEN GATE ESTATES
• Fully Fenced & Gated 2.25 Acres
• Close in Just of 951
• Large Rutenberg Home w/ Huge Open Air Pool
• 80' X 40' Detached Workshop W/ 3 Overhead Doors
• $429,900   MLS 212036826
• Cory Lauer 239.465.9290

BONITA SHORES

BEAUTIFUL POOL HOME
• Custom Built 4 Bedrooms, 3.5-Baths
• Separate Cabana, Boat Slip Privileges
• Extended Garage for Boat Storage
• Fenced Yard
• $369,900   MLS 212036695
• Heather Wightman 239.450.1891

PARK SHORE 

MONTICELLO AT NAPLES
• 3 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• 10' Ceilings Throughout
• Close to Shopping and the Beach
• 2-Car Garage
• $359,000   MLS 212036988
• Corey Cabral 239.963.6590

SHADOW WOOD 

MAGNOLIA BEND 
• 3 Bedrooms + Den, 4 Baths 
• Expansive Lake View, SW Exposure 
• 3,532 S.F. of Living Space 
• Gourmet Kitchen, 3 Car Garage 
• $1,485,000   MLS 212033264
• Greg Lewis, The Lewis Team 239.287.1158

PELICAN LANDING 

BAY CREEK 
• Expansive Outdoor Living Areas 
• 5 Bedrooms Plus Den, 4.5 Baths 
• Recently Inspected and Appraised
• Custom Estate-Large Lot  4,617 Sf. Ft. Living Space 
• $1,449,000   MLS 212018053
• Dotti Fagan, The Fagan Team 239.272.4946

VANDERBILT BEACH

SEA CHASE
• 2 Bedrooms 2-Baths
• Stunning Gulf Views to Sanibel & the Beach
• Completely Remodeled, Exquisite Finishes
• Gorgeous Master Suite & Bath
• $1,295,000   MLS 212036475
• Suddeth & Delaney 239.784.0693

QUAIL CREEK

EXPANSIVE GOLF COURSE VIEWS
• 3 Bedrooms, 2-Baths, 3-Car Garage
• Screened Lanai w/Pool, Spa, & Summer Kitchen
• Extensive Upgrades, Circular Drive
• Over 3,700 S.F. of Luxury Living Space
• $1,250,000   MLS 212027640
• Marya Doonan 239.450.4000
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MEDITERRA

TUSCAN INSPIRED PRIVATE ENCLAVE
• 4 Bedrooms, + Den, 4.5-Baths
• Side Loading 4-Car Garage
• Covered Loggia w/Pool and Spa
• Beautiful Lake & Preserve Views
• $2,100,000   MLS 212001463
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.398.3929

MEDITERRA

CUSTOM DESIGNED MASTERPIECE
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 4.5-Baths
• Imported Stone Flooring, Stone Fireplaces
• Gorgeous Lake & Landscaped Views
• Infinity Edge Pool w/Spillover Spa
• $1,999,000   MLS 212037584
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

QUAIL CREEK

ENDLESS LAKE & GOLF VIEWS
• 4 Bedrooms, 6.5-Baths
• Grand Living Room w/Fireplace
• Circular Drive, Motor Courts, 3-Car Garage
• Tropical Gardens, Pool & Entertainment Area
• $1,649,000   MLS 212033934
•   Lauren & Michael Taranto 239.572.3078   

HORIZONS AT BONITA BAY 

4731 BONITA BAY BLVD., #2003
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 4-Baths
• Beautiful Gulf & Golf Course Views
• Bamboo Flooring, and Many Interior Enhancement
• World Class Resort Amenities
• $1,549,000   MLS 212031902
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

WILDCAT RUN

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM HOME
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 2.5-Baths
• Sparkling Pool and Spa
• 3-Car Garage, Tile Roof
• Social Membership Included
• $525,000   MLS 201239411
• Heather Wightman 239.450.1891

BONITA BEACH

THE EGRET
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Direct Gulf Facing
• Spectacular Views of the Gulf of Mexico
• Pet Friendly
• $525,000   MLS 212037496
• Denise Stillwell 239.273.0990

BEAR'S PAW

EXTRAORDINARY HOME IN BEAR'S PAW 
• 3 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Exceptional Preserve & Golf Views
• Renovated Interior w/Hardwood Flooring
• Stunning Imported Fixtures
• $525,000   MLS 212003006
• Jo Ellen Nash 239.537.4785

HOLLY GREEN VILLAS

3070 GULF SHORE BLVD #211
• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, First Time Offered
• Unobstructed View of the Bay
• Furnished w/Extensive Updates
• Free Use of Common Boat Docks
• $500,000   MLS 212028103
• Jackie Sweet  239.298.9000

THE DUNES

GRANDE PHOENICIAN
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• Beautifully Decorated 9th Floor Condo
• Western Views of the Gulf & Bay
• Great Amenities
• $6,500 / Month   MLS 212022076
• Denice Faerber 239.776.1887

VANDERBILT BEACH

SEA CHASE AT VANDERBILT BEACH
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Over 1,500 S.F. of Living
• Beachfront Living
• Offered Fully Furnished
• $4,500 / Month   MLS 211509332
• Marjorie Workinger 239.325.3516

PELICAN MARSH

EGRETS WALK
• 2 Bedrooms, + Den, 3-Baths
• Fabulous Lake Views
• Large Screened Lanai
• Premier Community Amenities
• $1,800 / Month   MLS 211501764
• Jeff Windland 239.285.1198

PELICAN BAY

ST SIMONE
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 2-Baths
• Located in the Heart of Naples
• 2nd Floor Residence
• Soaring Ceilings & Neutral Accents
• $1,400 / Month   MLS 212037246
• Jeff Windland 239.285.1198

MOORINGS

BOATING BEACH LOCATION
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Completely Renovated
• Boat Slip & Lift Included
• Short Boat Ride to the Gulf
• $339,900   MLS 212013690
• Steve Suddeth & Jordan Delaney 239.404.3070

AVE MARIA 

5878 PLYMOUTH PLACE
• 3 Bedroom + Den, 3 Full Baths
• Panoramic & Private Lake View
• Heated Pool, Huge Lanai w. SW Exposure 
• Championship Deeded Golf Included
• $334,900   MLS 212035350
• Cory Lauer 239.465.9290

MEADOW BROOK 

GREAT COMMUNITY!
• Established Neighborhood
• 4 Bedrooms / 2.5 Bathrooms 
• Heated Pool / Hot Tub 
• Security Shutters / Remodeled Kitchen 
• $315,000   MLS 212012122
• Jamie Lienhardt 239.565.4268

AVE MARIA 

5800 DECLARATION COURT 
• Championship Golf Included 
• 2 Bedrooms + Den, 2 Baths, Low Fees 
• Tons of Upgrades
• 20,000 SQ. Ft. Clubhouse / Amenity Opening Soon 
• $238,000   MLS 212034656
• Cory Lauer 239.465.9290

MEDITERRA

STUNNING LUXURY VILLA
• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5-Baths
• Soaring Ceilings and Crown Molding
• Sweeping Lake Views
• Gorgeous Pool & Tropical Lanai
• $949,000   MLS 212034859
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.5717

WOODLAKE AT BONITA BAY

SPECTACULAR GOLF COURSE VIEW
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 3.5-Baths
• Large Master Suite w/Bonus Room
• Nestled Among Lush Foliage
• Expansive Lanai w/Heated Pool & Spa
• $750,000   MLS 212034607
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.5717

WESTLAKE

BEAUTIFUL CONTEMPORARY DESIGN
• 2 Bedrooms, + Den, 2.5-Baths
• Courtyard Entry w/Water Feature
• Energy Efficient Impact Glass
• State of the Art Home Equipment
• $749,000   MLS 212032948
• Suddeth & Delaney 239.404.3070

BONITA BEACH 

TOP FLOOR - CORNER UNIT
• 2 Bedroom, 2 Baths, 2 Balconies
• Breathtaking Views of the Gulf of Mexico
• Renovated w/Tile Throughout
• Furnished & Covered Parking 
• $649,900   MLS 212021331
• Denise Stilwell 239.273.0990

OPEN SUNDAY 1 - 4:00

OPEN SUNDAY 1 - 4:00

OPEN SUNDAY 1 - 4:00 OPEN SUNDAY 1 - 4:00

ANNUAL RENTAL ANNUAL RENTAL ANNUAL RENTAL ANNUAL RENTAL

NEW LI
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ING
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ING

NEW PRICE



NEW 
LISTING!

3-Story attached villa with private elevator, balcony with river view, dock with boat lift, extended 
2-car garage, granite countertops, stainless steel appliances, gated pool with paver lanai and covered 
BBQ area.  Views of beautiful homes and wide sensational water views you can only dream of.

Peyton Levitan
239-287-0555
PeytonLevitan@gmail.com www.LevitanMcQuaid.com

Bobby Long
(239) 776-4650

Rbrtlong22@gmail.com



Dedicated to Being the Best
239-404-8222

ROBYN PFISTER GRIFFIN

Bright living room with volume ceilings, skylight and plenty of natural 

living environment. Formal dining room with built ins affords a plethora 
of seating. Gourmet kitchen complete with large island with breakfast 
bar seating, gas cooking and fabulous built-ins with desk. Family room 
boasting outstanding water views and access to the screened porch and 
spectacular pool. Spacious Master Suite quietly situated on the water side 

tub. Fabulous den plus three additional guest suites. Windows have been 
updated throughout with Pella impact glass. 40 ft dock and superior views 

Offered at $7,800,000.

Rare opportunity to acquire one of Port Royal’s most 
prestigious estates on a stunning lot and a half!

Port Royal

736 Kings Town Drive



Great Escapes
Close to home. Far from ordinary.

 Florida:  Bonita Springs, Fort Myers, Naples, Ocala and Sanibel & Captiva Islands
 North Carolina:  Cashiers, Highlands, Lake Glenville, Lake Toxaway and Sapphire Valley

The Royal Shell Collection of Companies offers  
homes, condominiums and cottages  for seasonal and annual vacation rentals. 

With over 1600 accommodations, choose from the enchanting mountains of North Carolina 
to the shimmering Florida Gulf coast, many just a few hours away. If you are looking to buy or sell a home 

or investment property, we have the experience to reach your goals. Contact us for special get-away packages!

LANDMARK REALTY GROUP

GOLDEN OCALA Real EstateGOLDEN OCALA REAL ESTATE

ROYAL SHELL REAL ESTATE

CASHIERS RESORT RENTALS

GOLDEN OCALA Vacation RentalsGOLDEN OCALA VACATION RENTALS

ROYAL SHELL VACATIONS

$300,000 to $18,000,000

to $10,000,000

LandmarkRG.com

888.743.0510

with restaurants

tribute holes
Spa, fitness and tennis facilities

services

GoldenOcala.com

855.80.OCALA

from $300,000 to $20,000,000

Condos from $220,000 to 

Primary and secondary home 
specialists

RoyalShellSales.com

800.805.0168

and condominiums

rentals available

properties
 

boating, skiing and more

CashiersResortRentals.com

877.747.9234

available
Full resort amenities includ

Golf, spa, tennis, fitness and 

packages featuring summer 
specials for all amenities

GoldenOcala.com

855.75.OCALA

 
condominiums and cottages

rentals available
 

beach and  golf course rental 
properties 
 Sanibel voted Frommer’s #1 
vacation spot in the world

RoyalShell.com

800.656.9111



Serving North Naples and surrounding area.
Stop by our on-site Village Walk office Mon-Fri 10-3 Sat-Sun 10-3.

All homes now on re-sale market and priced from the low 200's to 500's.

Illustrated Properties

Joanne Ciesielski | 239.287.6732             Brian Carey | 239.370.8687
OPPORTUNITY

Enjoy Resort Style Living at 
It’s Best In Village Walk & 

Island Walk of North Naples!
The Heart of VILLAGE WALK and ISLAND WALK is the focus of the community’s unique Town Center that creates a carefree lifestyle 
- a lifestyle people dream about; meeting friends for a swim, a work out at the state of the art fi tness center, a set of tennis, or meeting 
for one of the planned activities...then grabbing lunch or dinner at the on-site restaurant... relaxing to the soothing sounds of fountains 
or taking a relaxing stroll back home around the many lakes and footbridges!  The Town Center is reserved exclusively for resident’s 
use with no equity or membership fees! The communities offer prime locations close to local beaches, fi ne dining, entertainment, 
shopping, area hospitals, and SW International Airport.  Schedule your private tour of the awarding winning communities today!

EXQUISITE DETAILS SET THE STATELY MANOR APART FROM 
ALL THE REST! Tastefully appointed 4BR 3.5BA, 3-CAR garage! The 
fl oor plan design opens up endless decorating and entertaining possibilities! 
The large screen lanai with private pool overlooks beautiful lake and bridge 
views! Rarely available fl oor plan this one is a must see! $520,000

VILLAGE WALK

VILLAGE WALK OF BONITA Magnifi cent 4BR,3.5 BA Carlyle 
located on PREMIER LOT! This move in ready Carlye is located 
on one of the largest home-site and largest lakes within the 
community! Schedule your private showing appointment today for 
this must see home! $375,000

VILLAGE WALK OF BONITA

HERON POINTE Single family home with very LOW HOA fees of 
$400 per quarter! 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car home only 3 miles to 
beach in an area with outstanding schools!  $299,900

HERON POINTE

TARPON BAY Enjoy the Naples lifestyle for under $160,000!!  
Beautiful 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo with fi rst class amenities in 
North Naples. $152,000

TARPON BAY

WILSHIRE PINES Stunning former model in Wilshire Pines, in 
north Naples.  2 bedroom, 2 bath, and a 1 car garage!  Peaceful 
lake and fountain views.  Buy it before season for  $175,000

WILSHIRE PINES

OAKMONT. 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath with huge screened patio 
facing South. Full hurricane shutters, great location and a spotless 
home.  $367,000

VILLAGE WALK

NE
W LIS

TIN
G

STOP YOUR SEARCH! Lovely bright and cherry southern 
exposure home is located on WIDE lot and offers extensive 
upgrades!  Home features 2181 sq ft of living space, tile throughout, 
NEW A/C, crown molding,full hurricane protection, large screen 
lanai with private POOL, LAKE views and more! $415,000 

ISLAND WALK

VERY CLEAN CARLYLE with private pool offers ,4 bedrooms, 
3 baths, great room, living room and dining room, full hurricane 
protection, only 2 streets from the gate house, and a short walk to the 
town center.    Furniture is negotiable too. $449,000

ISLAND WALK

LOOK NO FURTHER! Once you see this 2BR, 2BA 
Carpi with PRIVATE CUSTOM POOL and SPA you will 
want to make it yours! The home is just perfect for 
the full time resident or an occasional vacation home!
CHECK IT OUT TODAY! $279,900

ISLAND WALK

Pristine Pool Home! Pristine 4BR,3.5BA Carlyle with Southern 
exposure, features plenty of windows to let in the natural light! 
Cherry, bright neutral interior, upgraded throughout, screened lanai 
with lake views and heated pool. OWNER WILL CONSIDER 
ALL REASONABLE OFFERS.  $465,000

ISLAND WALK

MAK
E O

FFE
R!

UPDATED OAKMONT 3BR,2.5BA plus den. Recently updated 
home features new kitchen cabinets,granite,stainless, wood fl oors, 
crown molding, freshly painted neutral interior,screened lanai with 
pool and lake view and more! $392,500 

VILLAGE WALK

NE
W LIS
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WELL MAINTAINED 3BR, 2.5 BA plus den features the popular 
Oakmont fl oor plan, and is move in ready!  The home offers 
NEWER A/C and refrigerator, granite, tile in living areas and master, 
crown throughout entire home, hurricane protection, private pool 
with lake views and more! $365,000 

VILLAGE WALK
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Beach Club. Butler’s Pantry. Distracting Views.
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We have many spicy residents at Moraya Bay.

11125 Gulf Shore Drive, Naples, FL 34108

Tasty views are literally at your doorstep. Stunning views dominate each luxurious 
residence and every on-site amenity at Moraya Bay. From the beachside service, restaurant 
and grotto bar to resort-style pool, lap pool and fitness center, bask in the glow of our views. 
Residences of 4,000 - 4,500 square feet. Prices from $2.5 million.

239.514.5050  MorayaBay.com



Residential  ❙  Commercial  ❙  Mortgage  ❙  Rentals  ❙  Corporate Relocation  ❙  Closing Services 

F L O R I D A M O V E S . C OM

ColdwellBanker®

F L O R I D A M O V E S . C O M

Bonita Springs, Shadow Wood. $1,789,000 4/5
MLS#211013538 Dallas Knudson 239-992-0059

Bonita Springs, Barefoot Beach. $1,579,000 3/2.5
MLS#212035566 The Grant Group 239-948-4450

Naples, Grey Oaks. $1,289,000 3/3.5
MLS#212037633 June Miller 239-263-3300

Naples, Twin Dolphins. $699,000 3/3.5
MLS#212035974 Yochi Melnick 239-262-7131

Naples, Windstar. $609,900 3/3
MLS#212027001 Bob Hiltonen 239-263-3300

Bonita Springs, Pelican Landing. $1,100,000 3/3
MLS#212033871 Larry Bell 239-992-0059

Naples, Golden Gate Estates. $679,000 4/3
MLS#212020716 Lois Kluberdanz 239-263-3300

Naples, Carlton Lakes. $374,000 3/2
MLS#212034191 Joanne Murphy 239-262-7131

Naples, Naples Park. $537,000 3/2.5
MLS#212015973 Moorefield Team 239-263-3300

Naples, Vanderbilt Beach. $385,000 3/2
MLS#212036491 GlennBradleyGroup 239-262-7131

Every one of our Florida properties is now featured on the website of 
leading UK real estate company Hamptons International, in addition to 
more than 550 high-traffic sites reaching 15 million home buyers daily. 
Across the street or across the Atlantic, our global network connects 
your home with more buyers.

We Market Your Home 
Directly to European Buyers

Build your career with Florida’s industry leader. Visit JoinCBToday.com today.

Naples, Port Royal. $12,900,000. Beachfront residence featuring 5BRs, dramatic 4-story spiral staircase, 5 
beach-side terraces. MLS#212036563 Chip Harris & Michele Peppe 239-262-7131

© 2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. 
Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker Previews International, the Previews International logo and “Dedicated to Luxury Real Estate” are registered and unregistered service marks owned by 

Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service and it may include approximations. 
Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification.





off Daniels Pkwy & Plantation Road

(239) 288-5117

NEW LUXURY DECORATED MODELS OPEN DAILY

Location, Location, Location

Fannie Mae Financing

All dimensions are approximate and all floor plans are subject to change by the developer without notice. Prices, plans, descriptions, features and amenities are subject to change.
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LUXURY CONDOMINIUM RESIDENCES

Sales Center Open Daily

10-6PM | 13100 Plantation Road

www.bellacasaluxury.com

(239) 288-5117

Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly 
stating representations of the developer. For correct 

representations, make reference to this brochure and to the 
documents required by section 718.503, Florida statutes, to 

be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee.

IN FORT MYERSTHE BEST OPPORTUNITY

CAN TODAY!BE YOURSNOW

Brand New Luxury Units

$90’S
From

The

Low

Ready to Move-InReady to Move Inveevvovooo MMo MoMRR nn-
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www.JackiStrategos.com

Jacki Strategos 
GRI, CREN, SRES, e-Pro

239-370-1222
JStrategos@att.net

Richard Droste Realtor

239-572-5117
rddsmd@comcast.net

Two  level 2 BR/2 BA charming condo. All new 
kitchen & baths. Large upper deck.

Model Village
$229,000

GREAT LOCATION

Smokehouse Bay 
 $165,000

MOTIVATED SELLER

Popular complex & exceptional amenities. 
Furnished/Turnkey 2 BR/ 2 BA , ground level.

Beautiful upgrades to this spacious home. 
3 BR/3 BA + den. Premium SW exposure.

8863 Lely Island Circle 
$449,500

PEACEFUL VIEW

■ The Strada at Mercato has teamed 
up with Venture X, a space for entre-
preneurs, independents and creative 
professionals, to offer fully furnished 
office space to residents just steps away 
from their front doors. Residents at The 
Strada can walk to their own space at 
Venture X’s state-of the-art office facility 
that provides video conferencing capa-
bilities, Wi-Fi and more. 

■ Golf Magazine has named the Eagle 
course at TwinEagles its Best New U.S. 
Private Course of the Year. In the Janu-
ary 2013 issue, the magazine describes 
the course as “instant classic” and notes 
that the new design “looks like a 1920s 
creation.” The course was designed by 
architect Steve Smyers and design asso-
ciate Patrick Andrews to incorporate 
many elements from the Golden Age of 
Architecture, the period of construction 
prior to 1940 when iconic courses such 
as Pebble Beach, Bethpage Black and 
Augusta National were built.

■ The Royale is the newest move-in-
ready home completed by Toll Brothers 
in Bonita Lakes, a 120-acre community 
of single-family homes on Imperial Park-
way in Bonita Springs. With more than 

3,300 square feet, the Royale has four 
bedrooms, 3½ baths, formal living and 
dining rooms and a three-car garage. It is 
priced at $595,995.

When completed, Bonita Lakes will 
have 268 homes. Toll Brothers offers 11 
one- and two-story designs from 2,058 
square feet to 4,354 square feet; 10 of 
the designs have a first-floor master 
suite.

Each home design has four elevation 
options and a choice of two- or three-
car garages. Prices range from the low 
$300,000s to the $500,000s. 

The Bonita Lakes sales center is open 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Sat-
urday, and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday. For 
more information, call 992-0200 or visit 
BonitaLakes.com.

■ Bonita Springs-based Vogue Inte-
riors Inc. has been awarded a contract 
to create the interior for Villa d’ Este, a 
model being built by Harbourside Cus-
tom Homes in Talis Park. The interior 
design team consists of Leslie Gebert 
and Debbie DeMaria. Villa d’ Este has 
three bedrooms and four baths, with 3,175 
air-conditioned square feet and 4,734 

total square feet. Completion is antici-
pated in early February 2013.

■ Lennar has opened the Trevi model 
at Copper Cove off Collier Boulevard 
south of U.S. 41 East in Naples. The home 
has four bedrooms and three baths in 
2,032 square feet of living space. Priced 
from $252,990, the Trevi is one of eight 
floor plans available in Lennar’s Execu-
tive Series of homes at Copper Cove that 
range in size from 1,340 square feet of 
living space to 3,357 square feet. Features 
such as granite kitchen countertops, 
wood cabinetry, stainless steel appli-
ances, crown molding and tile floors in 
common areas are included in Lennar’s 
“Everything’s Included” pricing. There 
are 40 home sites in the current phase 
at Copper Cove; altogether, Lennar plans 
to build 80 new executive and manor 
homes in the development.

■ The Agostino is the newest model 
home to open in Hampton Park, a neigh-
borhood under development by WCI 

Communities in the Gateway com-
munity of Fort Myers near Southwest 
Florida International Airport. The inte-
rior of the 2,725-square-foot home is by 
Builders Design.

The floor plan of the Agostino is 
designed around a great room that 
adjoins the kitchen and dining areas. 
Sliding glass doors in both the great 
room and dining room open onto the 
lanai. The Agostino has a den and pow-
der room as well as two guest suites with 
private full baths. Buyers have the option 
of turning a storage closet on the lanai 
into a cabana bath. 

With two-car garage and separate golf 
cart garage, the square footage tops 4,000 
square feet. The home is priced from 
$330,990.

WCI recently introduced two cul-de-
sac neighborhoods at Hampton Park and 
nine single-family floor plans, with new 
homes priced from $202,990. In addition 
to the Agostino, the community’s model 
home park features the Grand Villa San 
Remo and Gardenia II and the Classic 
Series Correggio.

Hampton Park has a 5,300-square-
foot clubhouse with fitness center and 
locker rooms, a catering kitchen and a 
club room with a billiard table, bar and 
large-screen TV. Outdoor amenities 
include a resort-style swimming pool 
surrounded by sundecks, a full-size 
basketball court, a large playground 
and a pavilion with barbecue grills and 
a fireplace.

Model homes are open from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday-Saturday and from noon 
to 5 p.m. Sunday. For more information, 
call 444-5050 or visit www.Hampton-
ParkWCI.com. ■

REAL ESTATE BRIEFS

COURTESY PHOTO

The 18th hole of the Eagle course at TwinEagles.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Agostino at Hampton Park in Fort Myers’ 
Gateway community near Southwest Florida 
International Airport.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Royale by Toll Brothers in Bonita Lakes.
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REAL ESTATE NETWORKING
Women’s Council of Realtors Naples-on-the-Gulf chapter installation ceremony 

We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, 
go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too.

Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.

DAVID MICHAEL / FLORIDA WEEKLY 

 1 . New officers for 2013: Lynn Bower, president; Jeannette 
   Batten, president elect; Christine Citrano, vice 
   president-membership; SueAnn Zornes, vice president-affiliate 
   members; Mary Adams, treasurer; and Karen Kohler, secretary
 2 . Terri Speech, Fred Wakelin, Al Speech and Rae Wakelin
 3 . Bob St. Cyr, Jim Albert and Mike Hilton
 4. Marie Harris of John R. Wood Realtors, Entrepreneur of the 
   Year, with Anita Colletti
 5. Lyndsey Davis and Sue Martin
 6. Debbie Zvibleman and Lynn Bower
 7. Pat Pittochi and Mary Waller
 8. Debbie Zvibleman and Jeannette Batten

1

2 3

4 5 6

87



NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLY    WEEK OF DECEMBER 13-19, 2012    B27

Mediterra Sales Center
15836  Savona Way

DiscoverMediterra.com
                                                                                      SL1036107

Schedule a Showing
with Joni Albert

239.451.9539
JoniAlbert@MediterraNaples.com REALTY

16473 Celebrita Court           Just Reduced $1,550,000
3 Bdrm, Study, 3.5 Bath, 3 Car Garage, 3,600+ Sq. Ft.

16619 Cortona Lane                             $1,490,000 
3 Bdrm, 3.5 bath, Library, Game Room, Sundeck

17025 Porto Vecchio Way #201     Just Reduced $495,000
3 Bdrm, Study, 3 Bath, Elevator, 2 Car Garage

18222 Lagos Way                                 $949,000
3 Bdrm, Study, 3.5 Bath, Study, 3 Car Garage 

15509 Monterosso Lane  #102                    $479,000
Coach Home  - 2 Bdrm, Study 2.5 Bath 

28570 Calabria Court  #102                       $465,000
Coach Home - 3 Bdrm, Study, 3 Bath, 2 Car Garage

Theres no place like 

Chris Lecca, PA 
TheLeccaTeam@gmail.com 

www.LetsMoveToNaples.com

239.776.5423

 The Quarry
for the 
  holidays!

9400 Slate Court 

SOLD

9400 Slate Court

SOLD 9387 Slate Court

T
wwwwwwwwwwwwww

SOLD

8737 Hideaway Harbor Ct  

 

REAL ESTATE BRIEFS

COURTESY PHOTOS

Premier Sotheby’s International 
Realty teamed up with Miami’s 
One Sotheby’s International Realty 
recently to introduce the commu-
nities of Naples and Sarasota as 
second-home cities for Miamians. 
More than 40 people attended the 
invitation-only luncheon at Riviera 
Country Club in Coral Gables. Craig 
Jones of Premier Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty welcomed guests and 
speakers, including Lisa Swirda, 
hospitality and information director 
for the Greater Naples Chamber of 
Commerce. The event was co-host-
ed by Florida Grand Opera, Northern 
Trust, James W. Murphy Interiors 
and Kreps DeMaria Marketing & 
Public Relations. Shown above are 
Ms. Jones, Ms. Swirda and Peg 
Davant. At right are Mr. Murphy and 
Ms. DeMaria.
 



CHARLIE MCDONALD / 
FLORIDA WEEKLY 
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REAL ESTATE NETWORKING
Fiddler’s Creek welcomes back seasonal residents

We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, 
go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too.

Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.
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Ken and Nancy 
Condito 

 1 . Wendie Markey and 
   Kathleen Smith
 2 . Charles and 
   Deborah Turner
 3 . Jan Rath and 
   Deborah Woods
 4. Don and 
   Joanna 
   Avjean
 5. Bonnie Ohye, 
   Bo and Judy 
   Gustawson 
   and Heather 
   Keenan
 6. Jim and 
   Wanda Dill
 7. Lynn and 
   Ron Albeit

LESLIE KAYE, PH.D.
Design Psychologist
Certifi ed International Property Specialist 
French Language

Licensed Psychologist FL/MI

www.lesliekaye.com 
313 978-7792

Dr. Leslie decorated and staged this serene Park Shore condo. This 2/2+den home 
is completely renovated in sunny yellows, rich coppers, and stone.  Imported hand 
hammered copper hood graces sleek black granite bar, opens to 360 gulf view 
breakfast room, waterfront dinner-party lanai, formal dining room w/art glass chandelier, 
spacious cream living room. Swivel TV faces kitchen or writer's den. Glass tile backsplash 
oversees copper farmer's sink/copper faucets, paneled fridge, pantry w/soft close/slide 
out drawers, windowed cupboards, drawer microwave. Spacious master bedroom w/
lanai has dual sink marble/gold bath with glassed shower/jetted tub. Guests have private 
lanai w copper/granite bath.

$750,000

(c) Rick Cruz
Public Education Classes
Holiday Stress Management Series

Wednesdays 5:15pm, $50 per Session,
Drop Ins Welcome

Celebration Beach Church Offi ces
801 12th Ave. S., #202, Naples, FL 34102

LIVE YOUR AUTHENTIC LIFE, THE ONE THAT IS UNIQUELY YOURS.
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>$200,000
1 • THE BROOKS - SHADOWOOD 
- MORNINGSIDE • 22981 Rosedale 
Drive 101 • $244,900 • Premier Sotheby’s 
International Realty • Jack Despart • 
239.276.7931

>$400,000
2 • MERCATO - THE STRADA • 9123 
Strada Place • From $400,000 • PSIR • 
Call 239.594.9400 • Monday-Saturday 
10am-8pm & Sunday 12-8pm 

3 • MOORINGS - EXECUTIVE 
CLUB • 3300 Gulfshore Blvd. North 
#109 • $459,000 • PSIR • Jeri Richey • 
239.269.2203

>$500,000
4 • BONITA BAY - BAY HARBOR • 
27031 Shell Ridge Circle • $519,000 • PSIR 
• Harriet Harnar • 239.273.5443

5 • PELICAN LANDING - 
LAKEMONT • 24721 Sweet Gum 
Court • $549,000 • PSIR • Mark Leone • 
239.784.5686 

>$600,000
6 • BONITA BAY - ESPERIA • 26951 
Country Club Drive • From $600,000 
• PSIR • Call 239.495.1105 • Open Daily 
10am-5pm

>$700,000
7 • PELICAN BAY - THE POINTE • 
565 Via Veneto #101 • $725,000 • PSIR • 
Dayle Cartwright • 239.595.7853

8 • OLD NAPLES - ST. CHARLES • 
540 10th Avenue South • $729,000 • PSIR 
• Marty/Debbi McDermott • 239.564.4231

9 • MOORINGS - CARRIAGE CLUB • 
2011 Gulf Shore Blvd North #51 • $795,000 
• PSIR • Ruth Trettis • 239.571.6760 

10 • TWINEAGLES • 12312 Wisteria 
Drive • $795,000 • PSIR • Dayle 
Cartwright • 239.595.7853 • Also Available: 
12300 Wisteria Drive $660,000

11 • THE DUNES - GRANDE 
PRESERVE • 280 Grande Way • From 
$799,000 • PSIR • Call 239.594.1700 • 
Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm & Sunday 
12-5pm

>$800,000
12 • PINE RIDGE • 146 Myrtle Road 
• $874,900 • PSIR • Bill Charbonneau • 
239.331.6868

13 • THE STRAND • 5860 Marble 
Court • $899,000 • PSIR • Ryan Batey • 
239.287.9159

>$900,000
14 • OLD NAPLES - RIDGE LAKES • 
417 Palm Circle West • $925,000 • PSIR • 
Randy Wilson • 239.450.9091

15 • BONITA BAY - WOODLAKE • 
3818 Woodlake Drive • $949,000 • PSIR • 
Gary L./Jeff Jaarda • 239.248.7474

16 • PELICAN BAY - TIERRA MAR 
• 532 Tierra Mar Lane East • $968,000 • 
PSIR • Paul Graffy • 239.273.0403

>$1,000,000
17 • BONITA BAY - TAVIRA • 26951 
Country Club Drive • From $1,000,000 
• PSIR • Call 239.495.1105 • Open Daily 
10am-5pm

18 • PELICAN BAY - LAS BRISAS • 
7 Las Brisas Way • $1,095,000 • PSIR • 
Virginia Wilson • 239.450.9090

19 • OLDE CYPRESS • 3088 Strada 
Bella Court • $1,425,000 • PSIR • Jane 
Bond • 239.595.9515

20 • MEDITERRA • 14822 Bellezza 
Lane • $1,595,000 • Naples Estate 
Properties • Emily K. Bua & Tade Bua-
Bell • 239.465.4645

21 • PELICAN ISLE - AQUA • 13675 
Vanderbilt Drive #610 • $1,925,000 • PSIR 
• John D’Amelio • 239.961.5996

22 • PARK SHORE - HORIZON 
HOUSE • 3951 Gulf Shore Blvd. North 
#PH-2A • $1,995,000 • PSIR • Debbie 
Broulik • 239.297.5152

>$2,000,000
23 • GREY OAKS - ESTUARY • 1220 
Gordon River Trail • From $2,049,000 
• PSIR • Call 239.261.3148 • Monday-
Saturday 9am-5pm & Sunday 12-5pm

24 • PARK SHORE • 4790 Whispering 
Pine Way • $2,395,000 • PSIR • Marty/
Debbi McDermott • 239.564.4231

25 • DOWNTOWN NAPLES • 260 5th 
Avenue South #H-3 • $2,395,000 • Naples 
Estate Properties • Emily K. Bua & Tade 
Bua-Bell • 239.465.4645

26 • VANDERBILT BEACH - 
MORAYA BAY • 11125 Gulfshore 
Drive #407 • From $2,500,000 • PSIR 
• Call 239.514.5050 • Monday-Saturday 
10am-5pm & Sunday 12-5pm

27 • MEDITERRA • 16045 Trebbio Way 
• $2,595,000 • PSIR • Thomas Gasbarro • 
239.404.4883

28 • COQUINA SANDS - NAPLES 
CASAMORE • 1752 Gulf Shore Blvd. 
North • From $2,800,000 • PSIR • Call 
239.963.4242 • Open Daily 12-4pm

29 • AQUALANE SHORES • 533 15th 
Avenue South • $2,995,000 • PSIR • 
Vincent Bandelier • 239.450.5976

>$3,000,000
30 • OLD NAPLES • 175 3rd St S • 
$3,450,000 • PSIR • Celie Julie Godof • 
239.404.9917

>$7,000,000
31 • PORT ROYAL AREA - LITTLE 
HARBOUR • 282 Little Harbour Lane • 
$7,995,000 • PSIR • Michael G. Lawler • 
239.261.3939

>$9,000,000
32 • PORT ROYAL • 3130 Gin Lane 
• $9,950,000 • PSIR • Frank Sajtar • 
239.776.8382

Florida Weekly’s Open Houses
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The High-Rises at Bonita Bay   495-1105
Estuary at Grey Oaks      261-3148
The Strada at Mercato      594-9400
The Village  261-6161
The Gallery  659-0099
Broad Avenue  434-2424
Vanderbilt  594-9494
The Promenade  948-4000
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Marco Island  642-2222
Rentals  262-4242
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Tiffany Circle
American Red Cross thanks
a select group of women, and
more to-dos around town. C30-33 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Le Lafayette earns five stars
for fine French cuisine. C35 

But who 
would 
want him?
Film critic Dan 
Hudak puzzles
over Gerard 
Butler’s 
attraction
in “Playing for 
Keeps.” C11 

Books provide glimpses into the world of airports

CHANCES ARE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
know will be in an airport this month.

You might have to pick up family 
or friends coming for a visit, or your 
college kids returning home for winter 
break.

Maybe you’re traveling north to visit 

family for the holidays, choosing to go 
“over the river and through the woods” 
via the clouds. Or maybe you’re a 

AIRPLANE
READING

BY NANCY STETSON
nstetson@fl oridaweekly.com

SEE READING, C4
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Catch South Florida actor in touring show

SEE CATCH ME, C24 

Stephen Anthony recently graduated 
from Florida State University, and he’s 
already engaging in a life of crime.

Well, at least onstage.
Mr. Anthony stars as the main char-

acter, Frank Abagnale Jr., in the touring 
production of the musical “Catch Me If 
You Can,” which stops  Jan. 1-6 at the 
Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall 

in Fort Myers.
Mr. Anthony grew up in Miami and 

attended the New World School of the 
Arts.

“There’s a certain amount of confi-
dence that Frank Jr. has, and the funny 
thing is that I’m so goofy. I’m such a goof 
and Frank Jr. is so charismatic, so I’m 
definitely learning about the confidence. 
But really, if you listen to the real Frank 

COURTESY PHOTO

“Catch Me If You Can” plays Jan. 1-6 at the 
Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall. 

BY SCOTT SIMMONS
ssimmons@fl oridaweekly.com
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SANDY DAYS, SALTY NIGHTS
Tick-tock, tick-tock… So goes the clock

I spent Thanksgiving weekend with 
the family of the man I’m dating. After 
the turkey had been eaten and the pie 
put away, I found myself sitting on the 
front lawn in a plastic chair beside his 
mother. He was nearby, working on 
his brother’s car, but too far away to 
hear. Anyway, this was a conversation 
between women.

“So, how old are you?” his mother 
asked nonchalantly.

“I’m 32,” I said.
She held her hands out in front of her 

and seemed to inspect her painted nails, 
as if this were a casual discussion, just 
two girls talking. As if the thought had 
just occurred to her.

“Clock’s ticking,” she said, still look-
ing at her fingernails.

She must have missed the expression 
on my face, because when she looked 
up, she smiled. But I could see that it 
was the kind of smile that doesn’t go all 
the way up, the kind that says, I may be 
smiling but this is serious.

“Tick-tock,” she said.
I’d be lying if I said the thought hasn’t 

crossed my mind, a general sort of Do I 
or don’t I?

In fact, the question has its own tick-
ing rhythm, a perennial beat that has 

been with me since I was old enough to 
get married and have children. Do I or 
don’t I? It’s the sort of question every man 
and woman faces in this lifetime, usually 
triggered by a serious relationship, often 
pressurized by a biological deadline.

There are arguments for either side, 
but for me it comes down to a question 
of fear: Fear of having a small person 
rely totally on me, fear of losing myself 
in the raising of a child, fear that I’ll be 
tied down, that I’ll have the mommy 

lobotomy so many women these days 
seem to be having — where life in 
general loses focus and nap times and 
temper tantrums and feeding schedules 
become the most fascinating topics in 
the world.

I’m afraid that having a baby means 
I won’t be able to talk about current 
events or books or life’s big questions 
because I’ll be too busy being at the 
beck and call of a 3-foot tyrant.

But I’m at the age where all my 
friends are having children, and I 
never cease to marvel at these little 
people who are so like my friends 
and their husbands, yet are com-
pletely their own selves. They are 
mysterious and beautiful and utterly 
captivating.

On a recent weekend, I watched 
my friend slather sunscreen on her 
squirming son before we headed to 
the beach. He writhed and danced 
away, laughing, and as she held his 
arm to get the back of his shoulder, 
he turned to her and said, apropos of 
nothing, “Mommy, I love you.”

It was one of the sweetest moments I 
have seen in a long time — unscripted, 
uncomplicated, pure and touching. And 
I realized this is why the question of my 
plans for children comes up so often, 
mostly from those who have children 
of their own. Because they know about 
these surprising moments steeped in 
love, they know about the unanticipated 
blessing a child can be. They know and 
they want us to know, too.

Tick-tock, indeed. ■

artisHENDERSON
sandydays@floridaweekly.com
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snowbird, flying south for the winter.
Whether you’re arriving or depart-

ing, picking up or dropping off, Florida 
Weekly pays tribute to you with this 
look at airport books. These aren’t 
“easy reads” — thrillers, romances or 
bestsellers calculated to help you pass 
the hours while flying or sitting in a 
terminal during a layover between 
flights.

These are books about airports. Lit-
erally.

Check ’em out:
 

■ “800 Views of Airports”
Peter Fischli and David Weiss

“It can hardly be a coincidence that 
no language on earth has ever pro-
duced the expression, ‘As pretty as an 
airport.’” That’s according to Douglas 
Adams, author of “The Hitchhiker’s 
Guide to the Galaxy: A Trilogy in Five 
Books.”

“800 Views of Airports,” by the Swiss 
artist duo Peter Fischli and David Weiss, 
just might have been able to make the 
late Mr. Adams change his mind.

Or, maybe it would have simply rein-
forced his belief in the universal ugliness 
of airports.

The book consists of 800 photographs 
Mr. Fischli and Mr. Weiss shot between 
1987 and 2011 on their travels all over the 
world. (Mr. Weiss died earlier this year.) 
There is no text, no captions, no identifi-
cation of where the photos were taken or 
which gentleman shot which one.

It’s simply page after page of 4-by-6 
photographs, two to a page.

We see airports in sunshine, rain and 
snow, during daylight, evening, sunrise 
and sunset. There are bright blue skies, 
skies with menacing dark clouds and 
skies with glowing rainbows.

There’s a picture of an inflatable snow-
man in an airport terminal, arms out-
stretched as if he’s welcoming someone 
home and is about to throw his red-mit-
tened hands around them. Yet he’s roped 
off, not allowing anyone to get too close.

There are mysterious photos taken at 
night, with the glow of runway lights and 
the taillights of vehicles.

There are photos with wet tarmac and 
rain-streaked windows.

There are photos taken from inside a 
terminal, showing, simultaneously, what’s 
inside and outside. Some are taken from 
a plane, others from a parking lot.

These aren’t just haphazard snapshots; 
the pictures all are perfectly composed.

Mr. Fischli and Mr. Weiss are known 
for their iconic art film, “Making Things 
Go,” 30 minutes of cause-and-effect fol-
lowing a Rube Goldberg-like setup in 
a warehouse. Made in the mid-80s, it 
was a precursor of — by more than two 
decades — and surely an inspiration for 
OK Go’s famous music video, “This Too 
Shall Pass.”

  
■ “A Week at the Airport”
Alain De Botton

In 2009, the Swiss writer Alain de Bot-
ton, who lives in the UK, was given the 
unusual opportunity to be the first writ-
er-in-residence for a week at Terminal 
5 in Heathrow Airport. The newest pas-
senger hub at London’s biggest airport, it 
was situated between two busy runways.

As Mr. de Botton explains: “This artist 
… would be asked to conduct an impres-
sionistic survey of the premises and 
then, in full view of passengers and staff, 
draw together material for a book at a 
specially positioned desk in the depar-
tures hall between Zones D and E.

“… As the man from the airport com-
pany put it to me over the telephone, 
with a lyricism as vague as it was beguil-
ing, there were still many aspects of the 
world that perhaps only writers could be 

counted on to find the right words to 
express. A glossy marketing brochure, 
while in certain contexts a supremely 
effective instrument of communication, 
might not always convey the authentic-
ity available by a single authorial voice 
— or… could more easily be dismissed 
… .”

The result is “A Week at the Airport,” 
a lyrical and philosophical take on 
his experience. (This is, after all, the 
man who wrote “The Art of Travel” 
and “How Proust Can Change Your 
Life.”) For example, describing a roll-
ing walkway connecting with a plane 
after it lands, he writes: “As every plane 
took its position at its assigned gate, a 
choreographed dance 
began. A passenger 
walkway rolled forward 
and closed its rubber 
mouth in a hesitant kiss 
over the front left-hand 
door.”

Mr. de Botton was 
given freedom to roam 
and write whatever 
he wanted, positive 
or negative. He had a 
room at an airport hotel 
that was “umbilically 
connected to the moth-
ership by a sequence of 
covered walkways,” as 
he describes it.

He also had a pho-
tographer, Richard 
Baker, whose intriguing 
photos are sprinkled 
throughout the slim, 
112-page book.

“A Week at the 
Airport” is full of 
unexpected moments 
and turns of phrase; Mr. de Botton 
writes about the poetry of the hotel 
room-service menu, the feeling of pos-
sibility when looking at a screen listing 
departures and their various gates, and 
the desire to purchase things at airport 
stores before flying, as a means of trying 
to ward off death.

 
■ “Departures: Seven Stories 
From Heathrow”
Tony Parsons

Novelist Tony Parsons, who lives in 
London, was the second writer-in-resi-
dence at Heathrow Airport. According 
to an interview in The Guardian, he was 
a big fan of Arthur Hailey’s 1968 novel 
“Airport” and was hoping to resurrect 
the genre of “airport fiction” with his 
residency.

“Departures,” his 13th book, consists 
of short stories inspired by his week at 
the airport. Five thousand copies were 
given out free to Heathrow passengers 
before the book went on sale in October 
2011. The book includes a story about 
a woman who’s scared of flying (“The 

Green 
Plane”), men in the 
air traffic control 
tower (“No Tower 
for Old Men”) and an overly sedated dog 
who dies en route from Los Angeles to 
London (“Fur, Actually”).

And in “Say Hello, Wave Goodbye,” 
Mr. Parsons takes a look at immigration 
officers and some of the odd people who 
come through their lines, including a 
woman from South Korea who’s wearing 
a wedding dress and says she’s visiting 
the UK to marry Prince Harry, and an 
American who says he’s seeking politi-
cal asylum because, “Barack Obama has 
planted a microchip in my brain and is 
currently streaming live images to my 
frontal lobe.”

While there’s been a writer-in-resi-
dence at Heathrow Airport now every 
two years, it’s unclear whether there’ll 
be a third one in 2013. I don’t know if 
London residency is a prerequisite, but if 
not, I’d love to see what Mary Roach or 
Susan Orlean would write after spending 
a week there.

 

■ “Checking In/Checking Out”
Christopher Schaberg and Mark Yakich

“Checking In/Checking Out” is a 
two-sided book: Look at it one way, it’s 
Christopher Schaberg’s “Checking In.” 
Flip it over, and it’s Mark Yakich’s essay, 
“Checking Out.”

Mr. Shaberg writes about being a 
“cross-utilized agent” for SkyWest in 
Montana from 2001 to 2003. (That’s just 
a nice way of saying that he was required 
to do everything, from checking people 
in to loading their baggage onto the 
planes and cleaning the planes after the 
passengers disembarked.)

One night he climbed into a baggage 
cart to sleep and spent the night on the 
tarmac.

He writes about how airplane travel 
has changed since 9/11 and describes 
what it was like for passengers and air-
line workers on the other side of the 
country after days after the ter-

rorist bombing.
“… Our own 

romance with flight 
had become compli-
cated,” he says. “For 
myself, I could no 
longer treat the Galla-
tin Field airport as a 
simple workspace; I 
saw it enmeshed in 
politics and power, 
territory and popula-
tions. This was no 
mere ‘regional’ air-
port — it was part 
of a fraught global 
matrix where all 
flights were strange 
flights, and travel 
was never an iso-
lated endeavor.”

In “Checking 
Out,” Mr. Yakich 

examines his fear of flying and his 
efforts to cure it.

He even confesses that when he had to 
visit his parents in Chicago for a family 
reunion, he lied to his wife, telling her he 
was flying out of the airport in Oakland, 
Cali., when in reality he booked a ticket 
on Amtrak and spent 48 straight hours 
on a train.

Mr. Yakich’s poetry collections include 
“The Importance of Peeling Potatoes 
in Ukraine” and “Unrelated Individuals 
Form A Group Waiting to Cross,” which 
was the winner of the 2003 National 
Poetry Series.

Mr. Schaberg, who also wrote “The 
Textural Life of Airports: Reading the 
Culture of Flight,” is a cultural critic and 
assistant professor of English at Loyola 
University in New Orleans. Mr. Yakich 
is associate professor of English at the 
same university.

The two co-edit an online site devoted 
to air travel stories at www.airplaneread-
ing.org. ■

READING
From page 1
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“…a feast for fans of great music”

D.A. Callaway
Silver Dollar - Branson, MO

A Christmas Celebration For Your Family

From The Ozark Mountains of Missouri

LINK UNION - Americana - Holiday Music Show
Fri. Dec. 21st & Sat Dec. 22nd 7:30pm

G & L Theater - Community School of Naples

Livingston Road- One Light North of Pine Ridge Road
Lester Productions, TinCityMagic, Producers

Tickets $25, $30, $35
1-800-838-3006

or
tincitymagic.brownpapertickets.com 

Or purchase at Tin City Magic

Theater

■ Leading Ladies – By The Naples 
Players through Dec. 15 at the Sugden 
Community Theatre. 263-7990 or www.
naplesplayers.org.

■ The Nerd – By Theatre Conspiracy 
through Dec. 15 at the Lee County Alli-
ance of the Arts, Fort Myers. 936-3239 or 
www.theatreconspiracy.org.

■ Talley’s Folly – By Florida Reper-
tory Theatre through Dec. 16 on the main 
stage at the Arcade Theater, downtown 
Fort Myers. 332-4488 or www.floridarep.
org.

■ The Santaland Diaries – By 
Florida Repertory Theatre Dec 19-30 in 
the new ArtStage Studio Theatre, down-
town Fort Myers. 332-4488 or www.flori-
darep.org.

■ Elves and the Shoemaker – 
Through Dec. 23 at the Broadway Palm 
Children’s Theatre, Fort Myers. 278-4422 
or www.broadwaypalm.com.

■ Miracle on 34th Street – 
Through Dec. 25 at the Broadway Palm 
Theatre, Fort Myers. 278-4422 or www.
BroadwayPalm.com.

■ I Love You, You’re Perfect, 
Now Change – Through Dec. 25 at 
the Off Broadway Palm Theatre, Fort 
Myers. 278-4422 or www.BroadwayPalm.
com.

Thursday, Dec. 13

■ Chanukah Celebration – The 

Jewish Federation of Collier County 
holds a community Chanukah celebra-
tion complete with the Naples Klezmer 
Revival Band starting at 5:45 p.m. at Mer-
cato. www.mercatoshops.com.

■ Candlelight Yoga – Relieve the 
stress of the holidays by stretching out 
for candlelight kundalini yoga with 
instructors from Bija Yoga from 6-7:30 
p.m. at Cambier Park. Donations are 
welcome for the Anahata Christmas tree 
drive.

■ Tuba Tunes – Fifth Avenue South 
hosts an Evening on Fifth and “Tuba 
Christmas” from 6:30-9:30 p.m. Enjoy 
an array of live musical performances, 

including the 17th annual “Tuba Christ-
mas” performance by members of the 
Naples Concert Band.  
www.FifthAvenueSouth.com. 

■ Choir Concert – The Center for 
the Arts of Bonita Springs presents a 
holiday concert by the Bay Singers Choir 
at 7 p.m. at the Promenade at Bonita Bay. 
495-8989 or www.artcenterbonita.org.

■ Fun at Fred’s – Mason Lane and 
Hal Davis perform from 7:30-10:30 p.m. at 
Fred’s Food, Fun & Spirits. 2700 Immo-
kalee Road. 431-7928 or www.fredsdiner.
com.

■ A Stand-Up Guy – Frank Del Pizzo 
performs today through Sunday at the 
Off the Hook Comedy Club at Captain 
Brien’s on Marco Island. 389-6900 or 
www.captbriens.com.

Friday, Dec. 14

■ Kayak Tour – Enjoy a two-hour 
guided paddle through the mangrove 
estuary of Rookery Bay National Estau-
rine Reserve with Up A Creek Kayak 
Tours beginning at 1 p.m. Reservations: 
293-6232 or www.upacreekkayak.com.

■ Family Film – Bring the family and 
settle in under the stars for a free screen-
ing off “How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas” beginning 15 minutes after sunset 
in Veterans Community Park on Marco 
Island. 642-0575.

■ Holiday Pub Crawl – The second 
annual Naples Pub Crawl starts at 6 p.m. 
at the Tavern at Bayfront. Dress in holi-
day attire and depart on foot between 
7:30 and 8 p.m. to visit local bars and 
pubs. Bring an unwrapped toy for a child 
in need.

■ Art Opening – Sweet Art Gallery 
hosts an opening reception for featured 
artist Bobby Goldsboro from 6-8 p.m. 
2054 Trade Center Way. 597-2110 or www.
thesweetartgallery.com.

■ Healthy Holidays – Learn how to 
prepare several healthy holiday appetiz-
ers from 6:30-8 p.m. at Whole Foods in 
Mercato. $10. Reservations: 552-5100 or 
www.wholefoodsmarket.com.

■ Christmas Music – Shepherd of 
the Glades Lutheran Church presents 
its 15th annual Paul Todd Christmas 
Concert at 7 p.m. $20. 6020 Rattlesnake 
Hammock Road. 775-3932, 774-5822 or 
775-0696.

■ Classic Oldies – Richie C per-
forms from 7-9 p.m. under the stars at 
Gulf Coast Town Center. 267-0783 or 
www.gulfcoasttowncenter.com.

■ Pickin’ and Grinnin’ – The Bean 
Pickers perform at 7 p.m. at Fred’s Food, 
Fun & Spirits. 2700 Immokalee Road. 431-
7928 or www.fredsdiner.com.
  
■ Holiday Sounds – The Symphonic 
Chorale of Southwest Florida presents 
“Holiday Evergreens” at 8 p.m. at Moor-
ings Presbyterian Church. Freewill offer-
ing welcome. 791 Harbour Drive. 560-
5695. 

Saturday, Dec. 15

■ Porcelain Artists – The Naples 
Porcelain Artists display and sell their 
wares at their annual show and sale from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. at Sassis Organic Clothing 
2068 J&C Blvd. 449-8417. 

■ Big Wheels – Mercato hosts a 
collector car show from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
along with music by Bob Zottola and 
the Expandable Jazz Band and Uptown 
Express. www.mercatoshops.com  

■ Art Event  – Studios and galleries 
throughout the Pine Ridge Industrial 
Park host “3rd Weekend ART” from 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. today and from 1-4 p.m. Sun-
day. 821-1061.

■ Nutcracker Ballet – Naples Bal-
let presents “The Nutcracker” at 5 p.m. 

WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO

COURTESY PHOTO

The Naples Philharmonic Orchestra, under the direction of Stuart Chavez, above, performs 
“Holiday Pops” at 8 p.m. Dec. 13-15 and also at 2 p.m. Dec. 15 at the Philharmonic Center for 
the Arts. There is a wait list for tickets to every performance. 597-1900 or www.thephil.org.

Late Night Brass performs from 6-9 p.m. Dec. 15 at the Naples Beach Hotel & Golf Club. Free. 
851 Gulfshore Blvd. N. www.naplesbeachhotel.com.
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today and 4 p.m. Sunday at Gulf Coast 
High School. 732-1000 or www.naple-
sacademyofballet.com.

■ Marco Parade – The Marco Island 
Christmas Parade begins at 6:30 p.m. 394-
7549 or www.paradisecoast.com.

■ Orchestra and Chorus – The 
Naples Orchestra and Chorus presents 
“A Holiday Festival” at 7 p.m. today 
and at 2 p.m. Sunday at Golden Gate 
High School. Under the direction of 
Robert Dale Herrema, the concert will 
feature the Moorings Presbyterian 
Church Handbell Choir, cellist Graham 
Appleton, soprano Toni-Ann Singh and 
boy soprano Luciano Marsali. A freewill 
offering will be accepted. 676-0077 or 
www.naplesorchestraandchorus.org.

■ Movie Night – Bring chairs and 
blankets and settle in for a screening of 
“Arthur’s Christmas” beginning at 7 p.m. 
at Cambier Park. Free. 213-3054. www.
naplesgov.com.

■ Salsa y Meringue – Batey per-
forms from 7-9 p.m. under the stars at 
Gulf Coast Town Center. 267-0783 or 
www.gulfcoasttowncenter.com.

■ Blues Rock – American blues rock 
guitarist and singer Joe Bonamassa per-
forms at 8 p.m. at Germain Arena. (800) 
745-3000 or www.germainarena.com.

■ Thistletoe Cabaret – FGCU The-
atre Lab presents the third annual “This-
tletoe Cabaret” variety show at 8 p.m. at 
the FGCU Arts Complex. $7. 590-7268.

Sunday, Dec. 16

■ Strike up the Big Band – The 
Gulf Coast Big Band performs from 2-4 
p.m. in the band shell at Cambier Park. 
404-9293 or 877-6090. 

■ Jazz in the Park – The Jerry 
Stawski Quartet performs from 2-4 p.m. 
at Sugden Regional Park. Free, but dona-
tions are encouraged. 775-2800 or  www.
bayshorecapa.org.

■ Holiday Program – Gulf Coast 
Symphony, Gulfshore Ballet and the 
Symphonic Chorale of Southwest Florida 
present “Deck The Halls!” at 5 p.m. at the 
Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall, 
Fort Myers. 481-4849 or www.bbman-
npah.com.

■ Americana Music – The Rose 
Ensemble choir, renowned interpreters 
of early American music, presents “An 
Early American Christmas” at 8 p.m. at 
the Philharmonic Center for the Arts. 
Tickets start at $25. 597-1900 or www.
thephil.org.

Monday, Dec. 17

■ BINGO! – The Jewish Congregation 
of Marco Island hosts its 14th season of 
weekly bingo. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for 
a free kosher hot dog dinner, and the first 
game is called at 7 p.m. 642-0800.

■ Marc Vee Trio – Enjoy smooth jazz 
by the Marc Vee Trio from 6:30-9:30 p.m. 
at the Bay House. 799 Walkerbilt Road. 
591-3837.  

■ Movie Night – The Center for the 
Arts of Bonita Springs presents a screen-
ing and discussion of “Callas Forever” 
beginning at 7 p.m. 26100 Old 41 Road. 
$8. 495-8989 or www.artcenterbonita.org.

■ Author Talk – Ellen Brazer dis-
cusses her newest novel, “And So It Was 

Written,” at 7:30 p.m. at Beth Tikvah of 
Naples. $5 for Beth Tikvah members, $10 
for others. 1459 Pine Ridge Road. Reser-
vations: 434-1818 or bethtikvahnaples@
aol.com. See story on page C12.

Tuesday, Dec. 18

■ Sip and Sample – Decanted hosts 
a tasting of sweet wines and ciders from 
5-7 p.m. $10. Reservations: info@decant-
edwines.com. 1410 Pine Ridge Road. 
www.decantedwines.com.

■ Movie Night – Bring the family 
along with blankets or chairs for seating 
and enjoy a screening of “Elf” beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. on the lawn at Mercato. Free. 
254-1080 or www.mercatoshops.com.

■ Ad-Libbing – The Center for the 

Arts of Bonita Springs hosts an evening 
of improv beginning at 7 p.m. at the 
Promenade at Bonita Bay. The showcase 
features students in the center’s adult 
education Improv II class performing 
games and scenes based on audience 
suggestions. Free. 495-8989 or www.art-
centerbonita.org. 

Wednesday, Dec. 19

■ Side Dishes and Desserts – 
Chef Brian Gorman of Artichoke & Co. 
share recipes and tips for holiday side 
dishes and desserts at 11:30 
a.m. $35. 1410 Railhead Blvd. 
Reservations: 263-6979.

■ Saint Ann Show – Saint 
Ann Catholic School presents 
its Christmas program and 
band concert at 1 and 6:30 
p.m. in the Saint Ann Jubilee 
Center. Students in grades 2-4 
will perform. 

■ Seven Fishes – The 
f ishmonger-in-residence 
at Whole Foods in Mercato 
demonstrates how to prepare 
seven different fishes and 
pairs them with holiday wines 
from 6-8:30 p.m. $15. Registra-
tion: 522-5100 or www.whole-
foodsmarket.com. 

■ Pub Music – Enjoy your 
cocktail or dinner to the 
music of Ray Nesbit and Stazzie from 
7-10 p.m. at the Old Marco Pub. 1105 Bald 
Eagle Drive. 642-9700 or www.oldmar-
copub.com. 

■ Staged Readings – The Center 
for the Arts of Bonita Springs presents 
Reader’s Theater at 7 p.m. at the Prom-
enade at Bonita Bay. Students in the 
center’s Readers Theater course will 
read from popular plays. Free. 495-8989 
or www.artcenterbonita.org.

Coming up

■ Jewelry Trunk Show – Provident 
Jewelers hosts jeweler Bez Ambar and 
presents a trunk show of Mr. Ambar’s 
newest pieces from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Dec. 
20 and 21. 766 Fifth Ave. S. 649-7200.

■ Bonita Art Walk – The Center for 
the Arts of Bonita Springs hosts Art Walk 
from 5-8 p.m. Dec. 20 at the Promenade 
at Bonita Bay.

■ Comedy Show – Steve Solo-
mon presents “My Mother’s Italian, My 
Father’s Jewish and I’m Home for the 
Holidays - The Therapy Continues…,” a 
performance combining comic voices, 
sound effects and characterizations to 
tell stories about the human condition, 
at 7 p.m. Dec. 20-23 at the Philharmonic 
Center for the Arts. Tickets start at $39. 
597-1900 or www.thephil.org.

■ Tosca – Opera Naples and the 
Naples Philharmonic Orchestra present 
“Tosca” at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 20 and 2 p.m. 
Dec. 22 at the Philharmonic Center for 
the Arts. Steffanie Pearce directs the 
opera, and Paul Nadler conducts the 
orchestra. Tickets start at $119. 597-1900 
or www.thephil.org.

■ Local Talent – The Center for the 
Arts of Bonita Springs presents “Locals 
Live!” at 8 p.m. Dec. 20 at the Promenade 
at Bonita Bay. 495-8989 or www.artcen-
terbonita.org.

■ Farmers Market – Spend the 
evening strolling through the Bayfront 
Place Farmers Market from 4-8 p.m. Dec. 
21 and 28. 649-8700 or www.bayfront-
naples.com.
 
■ Beer Tasting – Sample various 
beers from 6-8 p.m. at Whole Foods in 
Mercato. $5 admission will benefit the 
American Heart Association. 552-5100 or 
www.wholefoodsmarket.com.

■ Holiday Show – Link Union’s 
“Americana Music & Christmas Show” 
takes the stage Dec. 21-22 at the G&L 

Theater at the Community 
School of Naples. $25-$35. 
(800) 838-3006 or www.
TinCityMagic.BrownPap-
erTickets.com.

■ Laughs and Dinner  
– Jimmy Keys presents his 
variety show Dec. 21 at the 
Hilton Naples. $65 for buf-
fet dinner and the show. 
659-3174.

■ Caroling & Cruis-
ing – Climb aboard the 
Marco Island Princess for 
an evening of caroling and 
cruising from 6-8:30 p.m. 
Dec. 21. Sing along with 
Jenny Woodman, snack 
on hors d’oeuvres and 
enjoy the holiday decora-
tions from the waterside 
of Marco Island. Reserva-
tions: 642-5415. 

■ Let It Snow – Chill out at The Vil-
lage on Venetian Bay when the center 
hosts its holiday snow fest with fun for 
all ages beginning at 7 p.m. Dec. 22. 261-
6100 or www.venetianvillage.com. ■

— Submit calendar listings and 
high-resolution photos to events@flor-
idaweekly.com. E-mail text, jpegs or 
Word documents are accepted. No pdfs 
or photos of flyers. The deadline for 
calendar submissions is noon Sunday.

WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO

Night Lights, Naples Botanical Garden’s 
annual celebration of the holiday season, 
takes place this evening through Dec. 23 and 
Dec. 26-30. Live music by Patchouli, plus a 
variety of activities and tasty treats each 
evening. $7 for Garden members, $15 for oth-
ers. 643-7275. www.naplesgarden.org.

Book Signing – Karna Bod-
man will sign copies of 
her newest novel, Castle 
Bravo,” from 4-6 p.m. Dec. 
18 at Sunshine Booksell-
ers South on Marco Island. 
393-0353 or www.sun-
shinebooksellers.com.

COURTESY PHOTO

An exhibit of original reindeer portraits by California artist Brad Nack hangs at the Marco 
Island Center for the Arts through Dec. 21, sharing the spotlight with the annual pottery show 
of the Marco Island Clay Guild. The center is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Friday through 
Dec. 21 and then will close for the holidays. 1010 Winterberry Drive, Marco Island. 394-4221. 
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Catering for ALL Events Including:
           Corporate Meetings, Schools, Birthdays, Graduations, 

Bridal & Baby Showers and Holiday Events.

Professional Chefs - Exhibition Cooking
Business and Residential

CATERING

ARTS COMMENTARY
The art of listening

This past Sunday, I went to see Mer-
cyMe at Germain Arena. The group  
has a pop/rock sound heavily influ-
enced by the Beatles and U2, and this 
being December, it did an entire set of 
Christmas songs.

Throughout the night, people held 
their cell phones up to take pictures 
and record songs, a common sight at 
concerts today.

But what bothered me was the young 
girl sitting next to me, in her late teens 
or early 20s, who whipped out her 
phone every 10 minutes or so to scroll 
through her messages.

It was, to say the least, distracting.
Really???! I thought. You can’t sit 

through a 45-minute or hour-long set 
without obsessively checking your 
messages?

This has also happened to me at 
the theater — locally and on Broad-
way. That distracting rectangular glow 
instantly pulls me out of the action 
onstage and reminds me that I’m seat-
ed in a theater… with a person who 
lacks concentration and courtesy.

At the Sanibel Island Writers 
Conference in November, the 
director made a point of telling 
attendees not to text or check their 
phones during workshops and lec-
tures. It had been such a problem 
the previous year that the instruc-
tors and speakers had complained 
about it.

I’ve seen friends’ teenage chil-
dren sit and “watch” TV while 
simultaneously fiddling with their 
laptop and also texting on their 
phone. But that’s in the privacy of 
their home, not while seated in the 
audience while another human being 
they’re supposed to be listening to 
performs on stage. The people on the 
TV screen aren’t insulted because they 
don’t know they’re competing with a 
cell phone and a laptop.

And yes, while I agree some shows 
are so inane they don’t demand very 
many brain cells, I know I’d miss out 
on a lot if I didn’t give my full attention 
to dialogue-rich shows.

Two days after the MercyMe con-
cert, I attended the opening of “Dick-
ens’ Women” at Sanibel’s Herb Strauss 

Theater. It was Miriam Margolyes’ 
one-woman play, for which the actress 
won an Olivier Award.

Written by Ms. Mar-
golyes and Sonia 
Fraser, the play 
includes excerpts 
from Dickens’ 
various novels, 
with Ms. Mar-
golyes skill-
fully imper-
sonating the 
n u m e r o u s 
characters. 

It was an 
i m p r e s s i v e 
feat of acting, 
and she brought 
Dickens’ words 
alive. My theater 
companion said it 
made her want to 
read more about 
Dickens himself, and I 
have since thought about 
revisiting his novels as 
well.

Ms. Mar-

golyes is an actor of stage, TV and film, 
and a much sought-after voice artist. I 

was so enthralled with her perfor-
mance I wished I could kidnap 

her and bring her home with 
me. I pictured her seated 

on the edge of my bed, 
reading Dickens to me 

every night, acting 
out all of the char-
acters with distinct 
voices and person-
alities.

When I was in 
junior high, we read 
“A Tale of Two Cit-
ies” in English class. 

That might have 
been my introduction 

to Dickens. My teach-
er, Howard Gissinger, 
was also a rabbi and 
had an authorita-
tive reading voice. I 

remember him reading 
the clever beginning of 

the novel to us: “It 
was the best of 

times, it was the worst of times…” and 
then, when we finished the novel, he 
read the ending to us with Sydney Car-
ton proclaiming, “It is a far, far better 
thing that I do than I have ever done…”

I remember sitting with my friend 
Jean Fortune, the two of us trying not 
to cry about Sydney Carton being so 
noble and sacrificing his life. (Being 
teenagers, we had an image to main-
tain.)

I later read Dickens in college and 
then read “Oliver Twist” after follow-
ing The Naples Players’ production of 
“Oliver!” from auditions through open-
ing night.

Dickens wrote during the Victorian 
age, and his novels are full of complex 
plots and a host of characters. They’re 
longer than your typical modern novel 
and create a world you can lose your-
self in. As far as sentences go, if you 
have Hemingway and Raymond Carver 
on one end of the spectrum, Dickens 
would be on the opposite end; his sen-
tences contain multiple clauses and 
parenthetical statements. On the page, 
he rarely takes the simple, direct route 
from A to B.

It’s writing that demands concen-
trated effort; you can’t casually read 

Dickens while listening to music 
and watching TV and checking 
your messages.

And Ms. Margolyes’ play, too, 
took concentrated attention. On 
opening night, I could almost 
feel the entire audience listening 
intently. As in many theaters in 
Southwest Florida, the audience 
was mainly a more senior crowd.

I bet most of these people grew 
up listening to radio stories, I 
thought as I looked around. I bet 
they’re used to listening to stories 
with complete concentration.

And it made sense in a way, 
because Ms. Margolyes started her 
career by acting on BBC radio.

I don’t know if Dickens is taught in 
schools anymore.

I don’t know if students, living on 
a steady diet of instant messages and 
texting and short sentences diluted to 
their briefest abbreviations even have 
the capability to apply themselves to a 
work of some complexity.

And that’s a shame.
We seem to have lost the fine art of 

listening.
It might be the best of times digi-

tally, but it’s the worst of times intel-
lectually.  ■

nancySTETSON
nstetson@floridaweekly.com
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www.cinaples.com
3 Convenient Locations to Serve You!

Leave your planning 
to the experts at CI Travel!
When it comes to Travel -

 It is what we do BEST!
Th ank you for 
your Business! 

Best Value in Travel
    Often we have access to Special Promotions and Savings that are 
unavailable to the public.  If you prefer to do your own research on-line make 

sure to call us to see if we can offer you a better rate or added amenity! With select 
cruise lines CI Travel’s exclusive amenities might include upgrades, complimentary 
shore events, pre-paid gratuities, shipboard credit & more!

Travel Agency Services
 Cruise Lines, Tour Companies, Hotels & Car Rental Agencies pay 
travel agents to sell their products.  By calling CI Travel you are paying 
no more than what you would pay if you booked your trip on-line or 
directly with the vendor. In most cases you will be paying less!

 Why plan your dream vacation over the internet or with a faceless 
voice on the phone when you can work locally with an expert?.  At CI 

Travel we are here for you before, during and after your trip to ensure you have the best 
experience possible!

 Destination Knowledge 
 At CI Travel we encourage our agents to Travel!  
Experience is our best Tool and our agent’s have traveled 
the world! Let US be your resource!

 Group Travel
 Family Reunions, Girl’s Get-Aways, Fund Raisers, 
Wedding Parties, Bachelorette Cruises, Affi nity Groups. 
If you have a group - we have a trip!  At CI Travel we have group experts 
who can tailor an experience to meet your needs while providing you the best value!  As 
the Group Leader you might be eligible to travel for FREE! 

Happy Holidays from CI Travel
 At CI Travel we provide Expertise, Value, 

Convenience & Personalized Service. lhL E S L I E  H I N D M A N  A U C T I O N E E R S

NAPLES WINTER AUCTION 
DECEMBER 18  |  12PM EST

INQUIRIES 239.643.4448

REGISTER NOW AT LESLIEHINDMAN.COM

ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS  

FOR UPCOMING AUCTIONS

C H I C AG O   |   D E N V E R   |   M I LWAU K E E   |   N A P L E S   |   PA L M  B E AC H

BID  
LIVE 
ONLINE

PUZZLE ANSWERS



The perfect gift... for YOU!
Go get your new cat today.

CollierCats.com
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at Sassis Organic Clothing
2068 J&C Blvd

Naples, FL

Saturday, 
December 15, 2012

10:00am - 4:00pm

For more information, 239-449-8417 

Naples Porcelain Artists 
Show and Sell

■ SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) While the current round 
of holiday revels has your social life on 
the fast track, someone special might 
want to keep pace with you next year, 
as well.

■ CAPRICORN (December 22 
to January 19) Enjoy all the fun you 
deserve at this holiday time. However, 
don’t lose sight of the need to check 
out some of the changes the new year is 
expected to bring.

■ AQUARIUS (January 20 to Feb-
ruary 18) What happens during this 
holiday time can help clear up some of 
the confusion jeopardizing a once-sta-
ble relationship. Follow your instincts 
on what to do next.

■ PISCES (February 19 to March 
20) Your holidays are brightened by 
new friends eager to become part of 
your life. But don’t forget to spend time 
with that one special person. (You know 
who!)

■ ARIES (March 21 to April 19) An 
old adversary wants to make amends 
over the holidays. The decision is yours. 
But wouldn’t it be nice to share the 
upcoming new year with another friend?

■ TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) As 
news of your work gets around, expect 
to receive a special holiday “gift” from 
influential contacts who could help you 
launch your new projects in the new 
year.

■ GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
Instead of fussing over what you didn’t 

do to prepare for the holidays, relax 
and enjoy the kudos for a job truly well 
done. A happy surprise awaits you early 
next year.

■ CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The 
best way to shake off lingering holiday 
blues is to join loved ones in the fun 
and festivities of this special time. A 
confusing situation starts to make sense 
in upcoming weeks.

■ LEO (July 23 to August 22) Spe-
cial emotional rewards mark this holi-
day time for Leos and Leonas who are 
able to open up to new relationships 
and the possibilities they offer in the 
upcoming year.

■ VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) Your efforts to make the holidays 
especially memorable for some people 
will be rewarded in some unexpected 
(but very welcome) ways in the upcom-
ing year.

■ LIBRA (September 23 to October 
22) Be assured that your efforts to make 
this holiday special for everyone won’t 
go unnoticed by those who could make 
some important changes in your life.

■ SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) Lots of folks want you 
to light up their holiday parties. But 
try to take some quiet time ‘twixt those 
glittering galas to spend with some very 
special people.

■ BORN THIS WEEK: You have 
the ability to encourage people to reach 
their potential by setting an example 
with your own efforts. ■

©2012 King Features Synd., Inc. World rights reserved.©2012 King Features Synd., Inc. World rights reserved.

PUZZLES
HOROSCOPESGETTING EFF-ENDED

By Linda Thistle

★
Place a number in the empty 

boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down 

and each small 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers 

from one to nine.

Sponsored By:

★ Moderate    ★ ★ Challenging
★ ★ ★ Expert

Puzzle Difficulty this week: 

SEE ANSWERS, C9SEE ANSWERS, C9
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LOCATED JUST NORTH OF VANDERBILT BEACH ROAD ON U.S. 41

239.254.1080 | MercatoShops.com

HOLIDAY COLLECTOR

Donate a new, unwrapped  
toy for Toys For Tots.

Collection bins at various  
merchants thru Dec. 15th

Do you have a classic, antique or sports car you would like  
to show off? $25 registration fee (donation for Toys for Tots).

Contact lmauceli@hotmail.com or call 847-606-3366 for details.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15TH

10AM TO 3PM

OVER 100 COLLECTOR AND 
LUXURY CARS ON DISPLAY.

Live music in the Piazza  

10AM Bob Zottola and the  
         Expandable Jazz Band 

12PM Uptown Express

Marine Corps Color Guard  
presentation.

CAPSULES
Anna Karenina ★★

(Keira Knightley, Jude Law, Aaron 
Taylor-Johnson) In 1874 Russia, Anna 
(Knightley) is unhappily married to Kar-
enin (Law), but can’t resist the mutual 
attraction she shares with a cavalry offi-
cer named Vronsky (Taylor-Johnson). 
It’s filmed almost entirely as a stage 
show, which doesn’t make sense, and 
Taylor-Johnson’s unappealing turn as 
Vronsky renders it difficult to get into 
the story. Rated R.

Red Dawn  ★½
(Chris Hemsworth, Josh Peck, Isabel 

Lucas) A group of teenagers escape 
to the mountains and single-handed-
ly defend Spokane, Wash., from North 
Korean invasion. It was an idiotic idea 
when the original was released in 1984, 
and it’s even dumber now. Bad acting, 
lame action and poor writing don’t help 
either. Rated PG-13.

★★
Is it worth $10? No

Of all the great mysteries of Hol-
lywood, Gerard Butler’s appeal is chief 
among them. Granted, he’s 
confident, has an accent, 
can sing and had nice paint-
ed-on abs in “300,” but none 
of that can forgive the fact 
that he always looks like he 
needs a shower. 

This is particularly salient 
in “Playing for Keeps,” in 
which Mr. Butler plays a 
washed up, broke, former 
soccer pro living in Virgin-
ia. George coaches his son 
Lewis’ (Noah Lomax) youth 
soccer team, which makes 
sense, but George doesn’t 
expect the onslaught of des-
perate soccer moms beating 
down his door. Lucky for 
him, they’re all attractive: 

Barb (Judy Greer, excel-
lent) is looking to get back 
in the dating game; former 
broadcaster Denise (Cath-
erine Zeta-Jones) offers to 
help George move his aspir-
ing sportscaster career for-
ward; and Patti (Uma Thur-
man) wants revenge on her 
wealthy, business-orient-
ed husband Carl (Dennis 
Quaid, stealing every scene 
he’s in), whom she knows 
sleeps around.

If this were an upbeat, playful and 
zany comedy in which a swingin’ bach-
elor fends off the advances of middle-
aged, sex-crazed soccer moms, they 
could have had something here. Instead, 
however, director Gabriele Muccino 
(“Seven Pounds”) goes the more serious 
route of focusing on George’s relation-
ship with Lewis — which is admirable, 
but boring. What’s more, the soccer 
mom George desires the most, his ex-
wife/Lewis’ mother Stacie (Jessica Biel), 
is engaged to nice guy Matt (James 
Tupper). So we have that subplot to roll 
our eyes through.

George goes through the motions 
of making amends for lost time with 
Lewis, but the story is neither funny 
nor interesting enough to have a good 
reason to keep watching. 

George is just a normal guy living a 
normal life. He’s made mistakes and is 
turning over a new leaf. Good for him. 
But his redemption story is as bland 
as they come. There are no major sur-

prises, only a few laughs and very little 
intrigue. When the most amusing char-
acters are George’s landlord (played 
with perfect comic delivery by Iqbal 
Theba) and Barb, you know something’s 
wrong. 

As for Mr. Butler, he has screen pres-
ence and a rugged charisma, yet it’s 
difficult to ascertain why these women 
would throw themselves at George. On 
the surface, he’s a neglectful has-been 
with no money and no job. He’s not 

bad looking, but he’s also not attractive 
enough to plausibly be this desired. 
When the audience doesn’t understand 
how a character can inspire the pruri-
ent needs of the female cast, the whole 
premise becomes a lost cause (e.g., 
“Twilight”).  

“Playing for Keeps” is feel-good fam-
ily fluff at its nauseating worst. Robbie 
Fox’s script is so cliché-driven that it 
even ends with “the big championship 
game” — even though very little time 
is spent with the team and it makes no 
damn difference if they win or lose.

Basically, don’t bother playing. The 
less time you spend with this movie, the 
better. ■

LATEST FILMS
‘Playing for Keeps’
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danHUDAK
www.hudakonhollywood.com

>> “Playing for Keeps”  was shot on loca-
tion in Shreveport, La., from April 4-May 27, 
2011, and had an estimated budget of $35 
million.
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CATERING FOR ANY OCCASION

FRESH CUT MEATS DELI ITALIAN SPECIALTIES ITALIAN SPECIALTIES
USDA CHOICE 
PREMIUM ANGUS

CHUCK ROAST 

USDA CHOICE 
PREMIUM ANGUS

GROUND
ROUND

LEAN & TENDER

PORK 
TENDERLOIN
REGULAR OR STUFFED
SAUSAGE

FRESH CHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS OR THIGHS

 $399

Like Us
on Facebook
For Specials

& Updates

The Finest in Choice Beef, Pork, Veal & Poultry
Largest Selection of Italian Specialties

Fresh Homemade Mozzarella Made Daily
Fresh Baked Bread CATERING FOR ANY OCCASION

"Let Our Family 

Feed Your 
Family" 
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Origina

l 

Sausa
ge King" 

Mario's
Meat Market

and Deli

 $349

 $499

 $.99

CITTERIO 

ROASTED 
ROSEMARY 
HAM
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HARD SALAMI
 

MARIO'S OWN

OVEN ROASTED

TURKEY 
BREAST

DELI SLICING

PROVOLONE
CHEESE

 $599

 $499

 $499

JUMBO PITTED

BLACK 
OLIVES

WHOLE 

CHERRY 
PEPPERS
HOT OR SWEET

WHITE OR RED

CLAM 
SAUCE

WHOLE

BABY CLAMS

 $399

ANNA NO BOIL

LASAGNA 
SHEETS

MARIELLA ITALIAN

OLIVE OIL

LA REGINA

D.O.P. SAN 
MARZANO
TOMATOES

ANTONIO

WHOLE 
ARTICHOKE 
HEARTS

 $249
13 OZ.

 $1099
GAL.

5 LBS.
 OR MORE

CENTO SALE 

 $149
5.75 OZ.

 $249
32 OZ.

 $199
15 OZ.

 $199
10 OZ.

 $299
28 OZ.

 $199
14 OZ.
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Beth Tikvah Naples
hosts book signing

and discussion 
Award-winning author Ellen Brazer’s 

first book, “Hearts of Fire,” won Hadas-
sah’s prestigious Myrtle Wreath Award, an 
award previously won by Maya Angelou. 
That book is currently listed on Amazon 
under The Best Holocaust-related novels. 
Ms. Brazer’s second book, “Clouds Across 
the Sun,” has been ranked No. 8 on i-Tunes 
and out of 1 million books on Amazon, 
“Clouds” (partly set in Naples) is consis-
tently ranked in the top 1 percent.

The author is is now on tour with her 
third book, “And So It Was Written,” her 
most ambitious project to date.

She comes to Naples for a discussion 
and book signing 7:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
17, at Beth Tikvah of Naples, 1459 Pine 
Ridge Road. Admission is $5 for members 
of the temple, $10 for others. Refresh-
ments will be served. For reservations, 
call 434-1818 or e-mail bethtikvahnaples@
aol.com.

In the past two years, Ms. Brazer has 
spoken to more than 6,000 people at more 
than 60 venues throughout the country. 
Two of her short stories were printed in 
the Carnegie Mellon Anthology. She lives 
in South Beach, where she is very active in 
community affairs. Ellen and her husband 
Mel have a combined family of six chil-
dren and 13 grandchildren. ■

 

FLORIDA WRITERS 
Two sets of rival siblings set stage for suspenseful family saga

■ “And So It 
Was Written,” 
by Ellen Brazer. 
TCJ Publishing. 
338 pages. $14.95 
trade paperback.

Miami Beach 
writer Ellen Brazer 
has taken on quite 
a challenge in her 
quest to breathe 
life into the story of Bar Kokhba’s rebel-
lion against the Roman rulers that took 
place around 130 C.E. 

In imagining this long-ago world dur-
ing the Israelite struggle for survival, 
she frames a narrative that includes two 
sets of rival brothers. In this way, she 
follows the grand tradition of Biblical 
storytelling: Cain and Abel, Isaac and 
Ishmael, Jacob and Esau. Ms. Brazer’s 
Jewish pair is the sweet, contemplative 
Livel and the physically imposing Masa-
bala. They, at least, are friendly rivals.

The studious Livel is taken as a slave 
into the family of a powerful Roman 
leader after he is captured in a Roman 
raid not far from his home in En Gedi. 
His brother Masabala, the true war-
rior, takes upon himself the guilt of his 

brother’s uncertain fate. Both young 
men are the sons of Rabbi Eleazar, the 
Aaronic high priest.

The Israelite people are living at a 
curious time, dazzled by the self-con-
fidence, charm and military prow-
ess of Bar Kokhba, at once military 
leader and self-proclaimed messiah 
with a growing number of devoted 
followers. Bar Kokhba has success-
fully freed the Hebrews from Roman 
rule, but now the brief recurrence 
of their national independence is 
threatened by the return of deter-
mined Roman forces. 

Taken into the household of 
his conqueror, the Roman senator 
Marcus Gracchus, Livel becomes 
a tutor to this accomplished lead-
er’s sons, Scipio and Domitius. For 
these brothers, the rivalry is not 
friendly; in fact, it’s so fierce that 
it is potentially deadly. 

Scipio is a man of integrity and 
humane values, while Domitius is 
vain, cruel and driven. Their father 
consciously sets them against one 
another. Scipio is winning Livel’s 
sympathies as a student; Domi-
tius is haughty, irresponsible, and 
dangerous. 

Once the story lines are estab-
lished, the author skillfully 
moves us back and forth between 
the Roman family and its larger world 
and the Jewish family and its Israelite 
context. We meet the woman whom 
Masabala marries and get close to other 

members of Rabbi Eleazar’s family as 
well as leaders of Bar Kokhba’s forces. 
This part of the story involves a redis-
covery of the Ark of the Covenant hold-
ing the Ten Commandments.

Livel’s 
experiences within the power centers in 
Roman culture bring him into the orbit 
of the great physician, Galen (these 
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239-263-FISH (3474) | FishSeafoodRestaurant.com

At FISH, we 
show off the 

natural flavors 
of food.

~
At FISH, the 

quality of our 
food stands 
for itself.

~
You could be 
at FISH today

F I S H
R E S T A U R A N T

seafood  steak  sushi
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Artists can apply 
for Boulderbrook festivals 

Boulderbrook Productions invites 
artists to apply for the following art fes-
tivals the event management company 
is staging in the coming season through-
out Florida:

■ Ole’ Art & Jazz Festival, Lely 
Resorts in Naples, Feb. 16-17

■ Paseo Art & Jazz Festival, Fort 
Myers, Feb. 23-24

■ Naples Masters Bay Fest, March 
2-3

■ Peace River National Art Festival, 

March 16-17
■ Boca Grande Masters Art Festival, 

March 23-24
■ Gulf Coast Masters Art Festival, 

March 30-31
■ Marco Island Festival of the Arts, 

April 6-7
■ Naples Art and Craft Event at City-

Fest, May 4-5
For applications and more informa-

tion, visit www.boulderbrook.net. ■

episodes are consciously anachronistic 
— Galen’s life as a scientist is actu-
ally somewhat later than the years being 
recreated in the novel). Livel becomes 
Galen’s student and is trained and men-
tored along with Galen’s daughter, to 
whom he is attracted. However, the 
young woman is jealous of Livel for sev-
eral reasons, making their relationship 
awkward as well as intriguing.

The strengths of “And So It Was Writ-
ten” are many and varied. It is truly sus-
penseful. Characters and setting, includ-
ing material culture, are handled with 
authority — as long as we remember 
that the book is not history, but rather 
based on history with imaginative leaps 
in the service of storytelling. 

The contrast between the monothe-
istic religion of the Jews and the Roman 
polytheistic worldview provides a pro-
vocative undercurrent. The thirst for 

knowledge shared by the exemplary 
characters and the yearning for match-
ing destiny with identity probed within 
almost every character relate to eternal 
issues as relevant today as they were in 
the past that Ms. Brazer embroiders. 

In her fictional delineation of striking 
individuals, families and nations, Ms. 
Brazer gives readers much with which 
to identify. In following the threads of 
her “what if” premise, she entertains, 
teaches and teases. “Could this be?” we 
wonder. Each reader will have his or her 
answer, but the process of questioning is 
really the novel’s power and reward. ■

— Phil Jason, Ph.D., United States 
Naval Academy professor emeritus of 
English, is a poet, critic and freelance 
writer with 20 books to his credit, 
including several studies of war litera-
ture and a creative writing text.

FLORIDA WRITERS 



Get Florida Weekly 
delivered to your 
mailbox for only

$3195*

PER YEAR

*Rates are based on standard rate postage. A one-year in-county 
subscription will cost $31.95 to cover shipping and handling. Call for 

out-of-county and out-of-state postage and pricing options.

Subscribe online at  
www.FloridaWeekly.com  

or Call 239.325.1960

Open Daily Lunch & Dinner 11:30am - 9pm
Reservations Required (239) 992-7025

Reserve a Private Wine Cellar Dining Room

IN THE PROMENADE

2 FOR 1 
DINNERS

Must present coupon. Must be seated by 6:00 pm. Maximum 6 people. 
Expires December 31, 2012. Does not include any other promotion. FW
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www.oldnaplessurfshop.com

 SHOP      SURF      SKIM    SUP

 Old Naples Surf Shop is 
recognized as the source for quality surf, beach and water sport apparel.

1311 Third Street South | Naples, Florida 34102

available exclusively at

EAST INDIES HOME
COLLECTION

11985 US 41 N., Naples 34110
239-596-7273

Culture Clash

Thai Silk Pillows in Caribbean Colors

J. Thai Home

The call to artists is out for the 
2013 Art on the Lake poster 
design and for exhibitors in the 
fifth annual art fair at Miromar 
Lakes Beach & Golf Club. The 
outdoor show takes place from 
noon to 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 27. 
The deadline for submitting 
art to be considered for the 
poster is Friday, Jan. 4. Entry 
forms are online at www.
miromarartonthelake.com. 
The winning artist will 
receive $1,000 cash. Prints 
of the poster will be sold at 
Art on the Lake to benefit 
ARTSPEAK, a program of the 
Foundation for Lee County 
Public Schools designed to 
help students with autism focus 
on their strengths using art as a medium for self-expression. Shown here is 
the 2012 winning artwork by Maureen Gerrity. For more information, visit the website above.

di f lf i Sh h i

239.431.6341
divasresale.com

2355 Vanderbilt Beach Rd. 

#136 Naples FL

Naplesdesignerdivas.com

OUR DESIGNERS 
ANTHROPOLOGIE | BCBG | BURBERRY  

CACHE | CHANEL | COACH | FENDI 
FREE PEOPLE | GUCCI | JIMMY CHOO 

 JUICY COUTURE | KATE SPADE
LILY PULITZER  | LOUIS VUITTON
MICHAEL KORS | TIFFANY & CO. 
TORY BURCH | VERA BRADLEY

WHITE HOUSE BLACK MARKET

Plus All High-End Womens, Mens and 
Juniors Brands

New Items Below Wholesale Prices!

No Appt. Necessary 
Resale-Cash on the Spot We Buy/Consign Items 

in Mint Condition 12-18 Months Young

20% OFF
with this ad. Expires 11/30-12

now buying and selling
 all fashion trendy clothing



(239) 352-5554 
visit www.dr-peña.com

ZO Medical is now available.

Now offering Full body waxing for men and women. 

 

 

La Piel Spa
By Dr. Manuel M. Peña

$100-$200 get 10% OFF*
$201-$350 get 15% OFF*
Over $350 get 20% OFF*

HOLIDAY 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 

SPECIAL!

Manuel Peña MD
Board Certifi ed Plastic Surgeon
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Shipping    
Delivery   

Gift Wrapping

Shop online  
or in our store!o

945 5th Ave North Naples FL 34102 | (239) 262-3975 | www.OldeNaplesChocolate.com

A t Olde Naples Chocolate all of the decadent chocolates are made on premise. You will 
be delighted at the large variety of chocolates available. From a classic truffle to a salted 

caramel or peanut butter cup you are sure to find a chocolate for everyone's sweet tooth.
     We also offer chocolate making classes and parties. Candy making parties are great for birth-
days, girls night out, office parties, wedding & bridal showers, girl scouts and much more!
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Elegant, 
   Luxurious, 
   Affordable

10% off 
until 12/15

Opera at the movies
The Met presents ‘Aida’ Live in HD

The Metropolitan Opera’s Live in 
HD series continues with Guiseppe 
Verdi’s “Aida.” The performance will 
be broadcast live in HD in cinemas 
across the country beginning at 12:55 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 15. In Southwest 
Florida, screenings are at the Holly-
wood Stadium 20 in Naples, Coconut 
Point 16 in Estero and the Bell Tower 
20 in Fort Myers.

The Met has assembled a cast of 
powerful voices to match the epic 
scale of “Aida.” The ancient Egyptian 
drama stars Liudmyla Monastyrska 
and Hui He, sharing the title role 
of the enslaved Ethiopian princess 
caught in a love triangle with the 
heroic Radamès, played by Carl Tan-
ner and Roberto Alagna, and the 
proud Egyptian princess Amneris, 
sung by Dolora Zajick and Olga Boro-
dina. Fabio Luisi conducts this reviv-
al, which features recent choreogra-
phy by Alexei Ratmansky.

An encore screening of the per-
formance will be in the same area 
movie theaters on Wednesday, Jan. 16, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Running time is approximately 3 
hours, 50 minutes, with two intermis-
sions. 

Up next in the Met’s Live in HD 
series is Berlioz’s “Les Troyens,” with 
show time at noon Saturday, Jan. 5 
(encore, 6:30 p.m. Jan. 23). Running 
time is approximately 5½ hours.

Tickets to Live in HD performanc-
es are $25 per person ($23 for seniors, 
$19 for children). Order online at 
Fandango or at www.metopera.org/
hdlive. ■

MARTY SOHL / THE METROPOLITAN OPERA 

Above: Liudmyla Monastyrska as the title 
character and Olga Borodina as Amneris 
in “Aida.” Taken during a rehearsal at The 
Metropolitan Opera on Nov. 15.

Below: Štefan Kocan as Ramfis in “Aida.” 
Taken during a rehearsal at The Metropolitan 
Opera on Nov. 15.
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Prices starting as low as $30! 3-show subscriptions start at $94! Groups save big!  
For information & tickets, call 239.963.9050, or visit OperaNaples.org.

SINCERE THANKS TO OUR  
GRACIOUS 2012-2013  
CORPORATE AND MEDIA SPONSORS

A Season of Sensations
TICKETS ON SALE NOW !

Feb 23 & 24  2013
Miromar Design Center

February 8, 2013
 Moorings Presbyterian Church  

December 20 & 22,  2012
Philharmonic Center for the Arts 

March 21 & 22, 2013
Moorings Presbyterian Church

PUCCINI’S MASTERPIECE OF 
LOVE, HONOR AND SACRIFICE, 

UNDER THE BATON OF  
MAESTRO PAUL NADLER. 

OPERA STANDARDS & CROSSOVER 
CLASSICS BY GRAMMY AWARD-

WINNING AMERICAN BARITONE WITH 
PIANO BY JULIE JORDAN GUNN.

A WHIMSICAL SHAKESPEAREAN 
COMEDY OF STAR-CROSSED LOVERS 

IN A FANTASY LAND.

DRAMATIC ORATORIO OF ELIJAH’S 
STRUGGLES, MIRACLES, AND RISE TO 

HEAVEN IN A CHARIOT OF FIRE.

Giacomo Puccini Benjamin Britten Felix MendelsohnGiGG a

Tosca A Midsummer
Night’s Dream

NATHAN GUNN
In Concert

 2012-2013

TO ORDER TOSCA  
TICKETS 

CALL THE PHILHARMONIC 
239.597.1900 OR 800.597.1900

• • • •

COMING UP AT THE PHIL
Here’s some of what’s ahead on 

the program at the Philharmon-
ic Center for the Arts. For more 
information about or tickets to any 
of these performances or classes, 
call 597-1900 or visit www.thephil.
org.

■ Comedian Steve Solomon 
presents “My Mother’s Italian, My 
Father’s Jewish and I’m Home for 
the Holidays – The Therapy Con-
tinues,” a performance combining 
comic voices, sound effects and 
characterizations to tell funny sto-
ries about the human condition, 
at 7 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, Dec. 
20-23. Tickets start at $39.

■ Opera Naples and the NPO 
present the opera “Tosca” at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 20, and 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 22. Steffanie Pearce 
directs the opera, and Paul Nadler 
conducts the orchestra. Tickets 
start at $119.

■ Three Dog Night performs num-
bers including “Mama Told Me (Not to 
Come),” “Eli’s Coming” and “Joy to the 
World” in a concert beginning at 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 27. Tickets start at $59.

■ On the wild side, Jungle Jack 
Hanna brings his amazing energy, favor-
ite animal friends and humorous anec-
dotes to the stage at 6 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
28. Tickets start at $35.

■ The four stars of the original “Jersey 
Boys” cast, The Midtown Men, take the 

audience back to the 60s with songs by 
the Beatles, the Beach Boys, the Tempta-
tions and the Jackson 5 at 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 29. Tickets start at $59.

■ Ring in the New Year at the Phil 
beginning at 9 p.m. Monday, Dec. 31. 
The NPO presents “The Gershwin Con-
cert Experience,” an all-new multimedia 
show featuring new arrangements and 
rarely seen items from the Gershwin 
family archives. Concert only tickets 
start at $79; concert plus reception tick-
ets are from $115.

Mary Cassatt’s “Caresse Maternelle” is among the 
works in “Painting Women,” opening Jan. 12 at The 
Patty and Jay Baker Naples Museum of Art. 
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Fresh. Natural. Delicious.

NORTH NAPLES
Fountain Park

7941 Airport Rd. 
(239) 596-8840

NAPLES
CoastlandCenter 

1860 Tamiami Trail N.
(239) 352-8642

FT. MYERS
Gulf Coast Town Center

9924 Gulf Coast Main St.
(239) 466-8642

$2 OFF
any purchase over $6.99 after 4pm
Some restrictions apply. Not valid with any other offer. Must present coupon. No cash value.

One coupon per customer per visit. Valid only at participating locations.
LIMITED TIME OFFER EXPIRES 12/20/12

www.CalistogaCafe.com
FREE

Text CBAKE to 97063 to receive more special offers & promos!

Back By 

Popular D
emand

BBQ pulled pork, cilantro cole slaw & fried 
onions on our new Clallah roll.

Not valid with any other oofer. Some restrictions apply.

TRY OUR

Smokehouse

BBQ Pork
Sandwich

TODAY!

For a limited time it’s ONLY

$8.99
plus tax

Choos e Us Th is Holiday Season!
Holiday Lunches, Dinners, Entertainment and   Mor e!

Call (239) 649-2275 for reservations.
www.NaplesPrincessCruises.com

550 Port-O-Call  Way | Naples, FL 34102

“ Th e Best Events Are on the   Water”

Th e Perfect Gift ...

A Naples Princess 

Gift  Certi fi cate!

■ “Sister Act” promises a rousingly 
good time on stage from Tuesday-Sun-
day, Jan. 1-6. The Broadway hit musical 
comedy tells the story of a wannabe 
diva whose life takes a surprising turn 
when she witnesses a crime and hides 
in the last place anyone would think to 
look — a convent. Tickets start at $85.

■ The musical revue “Forbidden 
Broadway” reveals a funny history of 
musical theater with performances at 7 

p.m. Tuesday-Friday, Jan. 8-11, 
in the Daniels Pavilion. Tickets 
start at $49.

■ Gloria Gaynor and Vil-
lage People will rock the house 
at 8 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 9. 
Tickets start at $69.

■ For a reminder of the fabu-
lous ’50s, take in “The Ulti-
mate Doo-Wop Show” at 8 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 10. The 
lineup includes Charlie Thom-
as’ Drifters, Maurice Williams 
and The Zodiacs, The Cookies, 
Randy & The Rainbows featur-
ing Randy Safuto, The Eldora-
dos and Blue Suede Orchestra. 
Tickets start at $59.

■ Paul Anka performs on 
the main stage at 5 and 8 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 11. Tickets start at 
$110.

■ Whoopi Goldberg deliv-
ers her signature outrageous 
personal observations at 8 p.m. 

Saturday, Jan. 12. Tickets start at $89.

■ “Painting Women,” an exhibit 
from the Boston Museum of Fine Art 
that explores the role of women in 
art, opens at the Patty and Jay Baker 
Naples Museum of Art on Saturday, Jan. 
12. Artists represented in the 80-plus 
works include Mary Cassatt, Georgia 
O’Keeffe, Lilla Cabot Perry, Helen Torr, 
Edgar Degas and Gretchen Woodman 
Rogers. ■

COMING UP AT THE PHIL

Whoopi Goldberg performs on the main stage Jan. 12.



Lunch: Mon.-Sat. 11:30am till 3:30pm  | Dinner: Daily 5:pm till closed 

700 Fifth Ave. S., Naples, FL 34102 | (239) 659-7008 | VerginaRestaurant.com 

DINNER FOR 2 AND 
A BOTTLE OF CALIFORNIAN WINE FOR

Sunday - Wednesday 4 - 6 pm
Not valid on Holidays. Reservation Required

$44.95

OPEN ON CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY FOR DINNER
Be part of the most vibrant New Years Eve Party in Naples

Open Jan 1st for Dinner
Reservations required
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Moscow Ballet’s ‘Nutcracker’ 
returns to Fort Myers

Moscow Ballet will present 
the North American premiere of 
10-time IBC medalist Olga Kifyak 
in celebration of the 20th anniver-
sary of the “Great Russian Nut-
cracker” at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
26, at the Barbara B. Mann Per-
forming Arts Hall. From leading 
roles in dramatic “Swan Lake” to 
lyrical “Giselle” to exotic Gamzati 
in “La Bayadere,” Ms. Kifyak shines 
brightly on stage. Ms. Kifyak is 
partnered with Ion Kuroshhu, 
a graduate of the Bolshoi Ballet 
Academy. The performance also 
features the Dove of Peace, danced by 
Sergey Chumakov and Elena Petrachen-
ko, who become one bird with a 20-foot 
wingspan. In addition to the corps de 
ballet of 40 Vaganova-trained dancers, 
the performance treats the eye with 

200 new costumes, falling snow, cheery 
10-foot-tall silk puppets, appearances by  
Russian folk legends Father Christmas, 
the Snow Maiden and more. For tickets 
call 481-4849 or go to www.bbmannpah.
com. ■

Sergey Chumakov and Elena Petrachenko as the Dove of Peace.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Karyna Shatkovskaya 



VILLAGE AT VENETIAN BAY | 4350 Gulf  Shore Blvd. N., #500 | 239-262-2010

Yvonne
SHOES AND FASHION

Start Your Holiday Shopping with 
Yvonne Shoes & Fashion! 

Up to 50% off  Clothes and Shoes
Through December



a Garden Cocktail Party

HEARTS
HOPE

of

Saturday

February 16, 2013

5pm - 8:30pm

AT THE 

HYATT HOTEL AT 
COCONUT POINTE 

IN ESTERO, FL
AT THE BELVEDERE TERRACE 

Come enjoy the exciting entertainment and special auction 
items and support Hope Hospice at the same time.

Tickets are $225 and can be purchased by calling 

Heather Chester at Hope Hospice 239 482 4673.
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www.mwaterfrontgrille.com
239.263.4421

41 to Park Shore a the Village on Venetian Bay 

W A T E R F R O N T 
G R I L L E

HAPPY HOUR
EVERYDAY

4-6
1/2 OFF 

ALL DRINS 
IN THE M LOUNGE

WINE ON
WEDNESDAYS 4-7

* LIVE JAZZ *
* TASTINGS *
* 1/2 OFF ALL 

COCKTAILS & WINE *
* DISCOUNTED APPS *

SUNDAY JAZZ 
BRUNCH
10:30 - 3

A LA CARTE MENU
ALFRESCO DINING

YAPPY HOUR
EVERY SATURDAY
FOR YOUR PETS

* COMPLIMENTARY 
DOG TREATS *

A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS 
WILL BE DONATED TO THE NAPLES 

HUMANE SOCIETY

In the winters of earlier centuries, 
rooms could become very cold. Heat 
came only from a fireplace, and a glass 
of water just 6 feet from the flames 
could freeze. So blankets, coverlets and 
quilts were necessities. Only the very 
rich could import fabrics; most had to 
use homemade or at least locally made 
bed covers. In the 18th and early 19th 
centuries, the housewife furnished the 
wool for a coverlet. White wool sheared 
from the family sheep was dyed with 
indigo for blue, red from madder root 
and yellow from goldenrod or sumac. 
Black wool came from black sheep. 
Then the wool was spun on a wheel 
and woven on a loom. Strips 3 yards 
long and 42 inches wide were stitched 
together to make a coverlet. 

In about 1800, traveling weavers 
started working in New England, New 
York, Pennsylvania and Ohio. Women 
were delighted to be able to buy the 
finished coverlets. In 1801, the Jacquard 
loom was invented, and by 1820 it was 
in use in the United States. It used 
a series of punch cards to move the 
threads and create complicated three-
color patterns. Large looms could make 

a full-sized coverlet in one piece. Most 
of the weaving was done in factories by 
the 1870s. Many woven coverlets were 
marked in a corner with the name of the 
weaver and sometimes the name of the 
owner, the county or city and the date. 
Very elaborate jacquard coverlets were 
made and sold at major events such 
as world’s fairs. These often pictured 
buildings and patriotic sayings. Several 
different 1876 Philadelphia Centennial 
Exposition coverlets auction for $600 
to $800. Some designs have seven col-
ors. If the fringe is in good condition, 
the colors bright and the coverlet free 
of moth holes, the price is higher. They 
can be hung on a wall or used as a bed-
spread.

Q: My parents left me a walnut 
Windsor chair that was the first piece 
of furniture they bought after they were 
married in 1920. The paper label on the 
bottom of the seat reads “Phoenix Chair 
Co., Sheboygan, Wisconsin, U.S.A.” 
Somewhere I read that 18th-century 
Windsor chairs were always painted 
very dark green. I would like to know 
if it’s OK for me to paint it dark green.

A: Phoenix Chair Co. was in business 
from about 1875 into the 1950s. If your 
parents’ chair was made around 1920 
and is in decent shape, it would sell for 
about $50. Walnut is a nice unpainted 
wood, but if you prefer dark green go 
ahead and paint the chair. However, it 

KOVEL: ANTIQUES 
Blankets covered early Americans 

with warmth and beauty
a
o
t
m
w
o
V

terryKOVEL
news@floridaweekly.com

VIGNETTE’S
BY KELLI

UNIQUE FURNISHINGS, ACCESSORIES
AND INTERIOR DESIGN.

GRAND RE-OPENING OF OUR 
NEWLY REMODELED SHOWROOM

LIC #IB26001333                                            ASID #77859                                    NCIDQ CERTIFIED

SHOWROOM LOCATION
944 5TH AVE. NORTH • NAPLES, FL 

239.403.4181
WWW.KELLIINTERIORDESIGN.COM

A DIVISION OF

ACCESSORY SALE 20% OFF                                          

Monday - Friday 10 to 6 • Saturday  10 to 4
or by appointment



*Call or visit our showroom for details.  
Limit one offer per person. 12/31/2012

      
INTERACTIVE FRIENDLY PIRATE FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

SET SAIL ON A 90-MINUTE 
SWASHBUCKLING SHOW

Reservations are Required
Call for Cruise Times 

800.776.3735

Also Ask about our Sunset Cruises,Private 
Parties & Charters. Full Service Bar

www.PiecesofEight.com

PIRATE      CRUISE

WITH THE PURCHASE OF TWO FARES. 
NO OTHER OFFERS APPLY

COUPON MAY BE USED FOR UP TO 4 PEOPLE
EXP. 12/14/11

$5 OFF

PIRATE CRUISE

FW-12EXP. 12-31-12
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475 Seagate Drive, Naples,  FL 34103    |    WaldorfAstoriaNaples.com

An Elegant Holiday Affair

*Per person price is exclusive of tax and gratuity.

Celebrate Christmas Day at the landmark Waldorf Astoria Naples  
and indulge in a gourmet buffet complete with a fresh seafood display, a 
charcuterie selection, a carving station, a luscious sweet table and more. 

Christmas Buffet, Vista Ballroom 
December 25, 2012 

11am – 5pm 
$79 per person* | $39 per child under 12*

For your holiday reservation, please call 239.594.6002

COURTESY PHOTO 

An image of Philadelphia Exposition 
Memorial Hall is woven into this 
jacquard coverlet. Designs of eagles, 
flowers and a figure with a wreath are 
also woven in. The coverlet is marked 
“1776-1876, Memorial Hall.” One set 
of letters is a mirror image because 
of the requirements of the loom. The 
coverlet was offered for sale at an Early 
American History Auction in Rancho 
Santa Fe, Calif., a few years ago.

is not true that all 18th-century Wind-
sor chairs were painted dark green. 
Many were painted black or even left 
unpainted.

 Q: Before my parents were married 
(I’m 87), my father gave my mother a 
bisque Kewpie figurine that’s 8 inches 
tall. Kewpie is sitting in a blue chair 
with a high back and is holding a single 
rose. The only mark I can find on it is 
“1912” on the bottom.

A: Kewpies, little 
naked angelic babies 
with small wings, 
were the creation of 
American illustrator 
Rose O’Neill. They 
first appeared in 1909 
as drawings in Ladies’ 
Home Journal, but 
within a few years 
dolls and figurines 
were being produced. 
The earliest figurines 
were bisque, like 
yours, and were made 
in Germany. Produc-
tion rights were con-
trolled by Geo. Borg-
felt & Co., a New York 
City importer. Kew-
pies as old as yours 
sell for high prices 
if they’re in excel-
lent condition. One that matches the 
description of yours sold for more than 
$900 at a recent doll auction.

Q: I found an old glass bottle about 
the size of a regular Coke bottle but 
with straight sides. The bottom of the 
bottle is embossed “Coca-Cola Bottling 
Co., Terre Haute, Ind.” The side of the 
bottle is embossed “Coffey and Soud-
ers, Terre Haute, Ind.” How old is the 
bottle and is it worth anything?

A: Your Coke bottle is about 100 years 
old. Edgar Coffey and Elmer Souders of 
Terre Haute purchased franchise rights 
to bottle Coke in 1904 and incorporated 
the Coca-Cola Bottling Co. of Terre 
Haute in 1908. The company, still in 
business, bottled Coke for local con-
sumers until the late 1980s. Straight-sid-
ed glass bottles were used by Coke bot-
tlers from about 1903 to 1916-17, when 

the now-standard 
Coca-Cola bottle 
was introduced. 
That bottle design 
was the brainchild 
of another Terre 
Haute man, Chap-
man J. Root. Your 
bottle would prob-
ably sell for about 
$30.

Tip: Missing an 
earring? An antique 
drop earring can 
be converted to a 
necklace pendant. 
Very fashionable 
today. ■

— Terry Kovel 
answers as many 
questions as pos-
sible through the 
column. By sending 

a letter with a question, you give full 
permission for use in the column or any 
other Kovel forum. Names, addresses or 
email addresses will not be published. 
We cannot guarantee the return of any 
photograph, but if a stamped envelope 
is included, we will try. The volume 
of mail makes personal answers or 
appraisals impossible. Write to Kovels, 
(Florida Weekly), King Features Syn-
dicate, 300 W. 57th St., New York, NY 
10019.

Naples Performing Arts Center
Proudly Presents

Call (239) 597-6722 or stop by

www.naplesperformingartscenter.com
Dance, Drama, Music...NPAC Where Excellence is Achieved!

Tickets on 
sale NOW!

Performances: January 4 & 5 
at 

To purchase tickets please call 
Naples Performing Arts Center at:



®

This year, show your Santa
you REALLY care with
Real BBQ & Great Ribs!

Visit the Rib City in Your Neighborhood Today!
Find a Location & View Our Menu at www.ribcity.com

Buy $50 in 
Gift Cards and 
Get $10 Bucks 

Back 
OR Buy $100 in 
Gift Cards and 
Get $20 Bucks 

Back!
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North Naples 
United Methodist Church

6000 Goodlette Road 
Naples, FL 34109

(239) 593-7600

www.northnaplesumc.com

1:00 pm

Communion & Carols Service    Chapel

3:00 pm

Families w/Pre-School Children   Sanctuary*

4:15 pm

Families w/Elementary Children    Sanctuary*

6:00 pm

Readings, Communion & Carols Service    Sanctuary

8:00 pm

Contemporary Candlelight & Communion Service    Sanctuary

11:00 pm

Traditional Candlelight & Communion Service    Sanctuary

Christmas Eve 
Services

* Childcare for infants and toddlers available.

TWO PAWS UP!

GROOMING SERVICES100% Organic

Dogs Night Out!

Jr., there was a sense of wonderment that 
everything was sort of falling into place,” 
Mr. Anthony said by phone from his tour 
stop in Bartlesville, Okla. “He was not 
a mastermind criminal. He was this kid 
when he ran away. There’s a sense of fun 
that comes with it, as opposed to this 
stressful mastermind. There’s this fun 
adventure that takes off during the show. 
It’s just this sort of childish mischief. It’s 
a part of me as I’ve always been.”

The musical is based on a real-life con.
Frank Abagnale Jr. became notorious 

in the 1960s after he passed $2.5 million 
worth of forged checks across 26 coun-
tries in the course of five years, begin-

ning when he was 16. In the process, he 
became one of the most famous impos-
tors ever, and escaped federal custody 
twice.

That story has been the subject of a 
film, and now a Broadway musical that 
opened in 2011.

The show, which has a book by Ter-
rence McNally and a score by Marc 
Shaiman and Scott Wittman, is fast-
paced. It’s set up like a 1960s television 
variety show.

“It’s a marathon. It’s a lot of work. It 
is so rewarding, I mean, this role. Every 
actor wants to do something like this. 
I get to play so many different types in 
one show,” Mr. Anthony said. “In two 
hours, I get to be so versatile, and while 
I’m doing it, I get to do it with the utmost 
confidence. I get to play with everyone 
who comes my way, I get to play with the 
audience. It’s just a ball for me.”

CATCH ME
From page 1

COURTESY PHOTO

The Pan Am number in “Catch Me If You Can.” 



NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLY    WEEK OF DECEMBER 13-19, 2012    C25

Beachside Dining.

1901 Gulf Shore Boulevard North    |     239.403.2000    |     EdgewaterNaples.com

Admire the breathtaking sunsets and indulge Wednesday 
through Sunday in a three-course prix fi xe menu designed to delight 

the senses, all with your toes in the warm, white sand.

For reservations, please call 239.403.2000.

Reservations required. Dinner service begins 30 minutes prior to sunset.

24041 S. Tamiami Trail, Bonita Springs | 239.390.3187 
Across from the Ship

www.angelinasofbonitasprings.com
Like me on Facebook: AngelinasRistorante  | Follow me on Twitter @AngelinasBonita

Real. Italian.
Locally Owned and Operated.

Hurry, Limited Time! 

Four course dinner

 for two $89*. 

Including a bottle of wine 

up to $50, over 

120 wines to choose. 

(More than $120 value)

Experience award winning, romantic dining at 
Southwest Florida’s most elegant restaurant.

*Plus tax & gratuity
Purchase $100 or more in gift cards receive 
20% back in bonus cards. 
Order online or on the phone!

Open Daily 9-5:30

239-313-8213
18500 St. Rd. 31 Alva Fl 33920

Follow us on facebook 

for everyday updates on 

what’s available.
Home of the 

WORLDS LARGEST 
Strawberry Man!

We offer a variety of vegetables picked 

at the farm as well as U-pick. 

We now have open the only gem 

and fossil mining in SWFL. 
NOW OPEN!

ANTHONY

And the stars seemingly aligned for 
this star.

Mr. Anthony had taken two weeks off 
from school to audition in New York for 
a variety of tours and regional theaters. 
He was prepared for “Catch Me If You 
Can.”

“I was pretty excited for ‘Catch Me.’ 
I was obsessed with the music. I was a 
huge fan of Aaron Tveit, who played the 
role, and listened to his music from the 
show all the time,” he said.

He was ready to return to Florida after 
his auditions for ‘Catch Me,’ when he got 
a call asking him to meet with producers 
of the show.

They wanted to meet with him on a 
Monday and a Tuesday.

“They said we’d like to see you Thurs-
day again, and my poor mom is rearrang-
ing my flights and paying God knows 
what to rearrange my flights,” he said.

Then he and his classmates were in 
New York to perform a showcase for 
agents. “My whole family was there, and 
the extended family was there,” he said. 
And at the reception in New York City 

at 1 in the morning, 
I got a call to come 
back,” he said.

And the rest is an 
important first step 
in a budding profes-
sional career.

He performed in 
his first musical at 
age 11, as a member 
of the ensemble for 
a production of “The 

Secret Garden” at Actors Playhouse in 
Coral Gables. While there, he understud-
ied the lead, Colin.

“It ran for like three months. There 
was one day where I got to go on for 
Colin and I was obsessed, and I knew all 
I wanted to do is act now,” Mr. Anthony 
said.

He said his studies at an arts middle 
school and high school prepared him 
well for theater studies in Tallahassee.

“I loved it. I was kind of torn going 
into college thinking, ‘Am I going to 
pursue theater? How many people get to 
make it as an actor?’ I think it scared me 
a little bit, I think it intimidated me.”

But the vocal demands of Abergale Jr. 
do not seem to faze him.

This is how he spends his days on the 
road:

“I’d probably be quiet. The show is a 
beast for me to sing. I do a little morn-
ing warm-up then I’m quiet for a few 
hours,” he said. “I do a little workout 
in the hotel gym, then we do some 
exploring around the city, and do some 
sightseeing. We get to the theater about 
an hour before the show,” he said. “The 
hard days are the travel days. There are 
days we get up early, get on a bus, get 
to a city by 4 o’clock, be at the theater 
in an hour to do a sound check,” he 
said.

After the show?
“We get in a bus, go to a new city and 

do it all over again. This past week, we 
did 10 shows in seven days,” he said.

That sounds grueling. 
“It’s hard during the day, then as soon 

as the curtain goes up, all of that is 
gone, and I think all of that is exciting,” 
he said. ■

>> What: “Catch Me If You Can”
>> When: Jan. 1-6
>> Where: Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts   
       Hall, Fort Myers
>> Tickets: $32-$67
>> Info: 481-4849 or www.bbmannpah.com
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                    Chef owned with 36 years experience.

18% gratuity added before discount. One coupon per table. Good for party up to 10 people. 
Cannot be combined with other offer. Valid through 12/27/12. 

4236 Gulfshore Blvd N., Naples
239-430-6273  www.miramarenaples.com

Online Reservations Available

Daily Lunch Special
$12.95 per person

11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

THREE-COURSE DINNER
Only $20.12 every night through 

the end of the year*. 4:00 - 5:30 p.m.

Live Entertainment 
Nightly

MiraMare
Ristorante

Dinner served Sunday - Thursday from 4:00 - 10:00p.m. 
Friday & Saturday until 11:00 p.m.

RESERVE TODAY 
at miramarenaples.com 
or call (239) 430-6273.

*Tax and gratuity not included.Not available on holidays.

Waterfront Dining at its Best

CLUB NOTES
■ The Ohio State Alumni Club of Naples 

holds its holiday social from 5-7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 20, in the clubhouse at The Strand, 
5840 Strand Blvd., Naples. For reservations, 
call Debbie Scartz at 248-7408 or e-mail jim-
debs@comcast.net.

■ The Gulf Coast Orchid Alliance holds 
its first Third Thursday monthly event 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 20, at 
Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church, 1255 Piper 
Blvd. For more information, call 498-9741 
or visit www.GulfCoastOrchidAlliance.com.

■ Naples MENSA member Sam Sewell 
is starting a monthly Fourth Saturday Stag 
gathering for men who like to think and 
talk. The first meeting will be at 2 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 29, at Mr. Sewell’s home on 
Vanderbilt Drive. Membership in MENSA 
is not required.

“Sometimes we will have talking points. 
Other times we’ll have videos or presenta-
tions by participants,” Mr. Sewell says about 
the format for meetings. “Our subject mat-
ter is not restricted, and we will explore and 
discuss any topic that holds the interest of 
the participants.”

Attendance is free, but contributions to 
the MENSA scholarship fund for gifted 
youth are encouraged. Refreshments are 
not provided; participants are encouraged 
to bring something to share.

Seating is limited. To RSVP and obtain 
directions, call Mr. Sewell at 591-4565 or 
e-mail sams@bestselfusa.com. ■



The

Show

www.bobharden.com

“News and commentary you can use to help you enjoy life on the Paradise Coast.”

Streamed live, Monday-Friday, 7-8 a.m. The show is archived for your listening convenience.

Brought to you in part by

“

like us on facebook
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Avoid Operation! 
Looks like regular 
underwear. Very 

comfortable! 
Invented with Doctors. Made 

in Europe! 
Call - 239-540-0085 

Only $299+ 
7,500 Stock Units or 

Custom Made 
36 Tapes 1x3” only 
$1.99. New 4 Week 

DIY Bonding! 
Call - 239-540-0085 

Super-light, fully hand-knotted, 
breathable. Available in NEW 
Heat-Resistant Synth. Hair. 

Looks exactly like Human Hair! 

“Mini Lu” the NEW 
perfect solution. 
NOT A WIG! 
Undetectable. 

Fills in hair 
where needed. 
Only $79+! 

100% Silicone Breast 
Prosthesis 
Sizes 28-48 

(reg. $250) 

Sale 

239-598-FIRE (3473)
www.agavenaples.com 

Corner of Airport & Vanderbilt Beach Road 
Locally Owned and Operated

@HotSpotNaples

Agave Southwest Grill

 Agave makes the perfect gift! 

Purchase $100 or more in gift cards 

receive 20% in bonus cards!

2012

UNIQUE CUISINE FROM AMERICA’S SOUTHWEST...

Three course dinner for two, only $69! *

Any one appetizer, any 2 entrees, any 

2 desserts plus a bottle of wine to 

share or 2 margaritas each.

(More than $100 value)

*Plus tax & gratuity

REAL WOOD FIRED. TEQUILA INSPIRED. 
OVER 200 TEQUILAS, LARGEST SELECTION 

IN SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

FREE WIFI

THIS WEEK ON WGCU-TV
■ THURSDAY-SUNDAY, 
DEC. 13-16, 8 P.M.
Best of WGCU 
Tune in to find out what’s hot on 

WGCU-TV.
 
 
■ MONDAY, DEC. 17, 8 P.M. 
Antiques Roadshow 
Greatest Gifts 
A Louis Comfort Tiffany necklace 

and a Fender bass guitar — these memo-
rable gifts turn out to be valuable and 
interesting items. This program is filled 
with appraisals of items that guests 
received as presents. 

 
■ TUESDAY, 
DEC. 18, 8 P.M. 
First Freedom: The Fight for 
Religious Liberty 
The story of how the Founding 

Fathers raised the ideal of religious 
freedom to the level of a fundamental 
human right — told through their own 
words, re-enactments and key experts. 

■ WEDNESDAY, DEC. 19, 8 P.M. 
Nature 
Christmas in Yellowstone 
Breathtaking landscapes frame inti-

mate scenes of wolves and coyotes, 
elk and bison, bears and otters as they 

make their way through their most 
challenging season of the year. From 
the unique crystals of individual snow-
flakes to the grand sweep of Yellow-
stone’s Hayden Valley, this is a Christ-
mas like no other. ■

“Antiques Roadshow,” Dec. 17

“First Freedom, “ Dec. 18

“Nature,”  Dec. 19



Pre-Owned Women’s, Men’s & Children’s

Designer Fashions 
with Impeccable 
Style & Sophistication

Resale! Consignment! Trade!
Anne Taylor | BCBG | Chanel | DVF

French Connection | Gucci
Jimmy Choo 

Louis Vuitton
Michael Antonio

Theory | True Religion
Sanctuary | Versace

White House 
Black Market

and many more!

At the Shoppes at Vanderbilt
2355 Vanderbilt Beach Road #178 | Naples

(239) 596-5044
www.truefashionistasresale.com

$5.00
OFF

a Purchase of $20
Expires 12/31/12   FW

$10.00
OFF

a Purchase of $50
Expires 12/31/12   FW
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■ Collier County Museums and the 
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion have partnered for “Viva Florida 
500,” the celebration of the 500th anni-
versary of Ponce de Leon’s discovery of 
Florida, on Tuesday evening, Jan. 8, at a 
private club in Port Royal.

Representatives from the Consul Gen-
erals offices of Spain, France and the 
United Kingdom will be special guests. A 
skit describing Florida’s past 500 years as 
well as a silent auction and a live auction 
will also be part of the festivities.

Tickets are $150 per person. For res-
ervations or more information, call 252-
8476. 

■ The Guild for the Neighborhood 
Health Clinic hosts “Ask the Doctors,” 
a luncheon with Drs. George Fergu-
son and Paul Jones as guest speakers 
taking questions from the audience, at 
11:30 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 9, at Royal 
Poinciana Golf Club. Tickets are $75 
per person, with proceeds benefiting 
the clinic’s work to deliver health care 
to low-income, working but uninsured 
adults in Collier County. For reservations 
or more information, call Susan Jones at 
572-8616.

■ “Bleu Moon on the Seine” is the 
theme for the inaugural Naples Nation-
al Art Festival gala set for Thursday 
evening, Feb. 21, at the Naples Sailing 
& Yacht Club. Early-bird tickets for the 
everything-French affair hosted by the 
Naples Art Association are $150 per per-
son. For reservations, call 262-6517, ext. 
100, or e-mail aimee.schlehr@naplesart.
org.

■ The seventh annual Wishmakers 
Ball to benefit Make-A-Wish Southern 
Florida is set for Friday evening, Jan. 11, 
at the Hilton Naples. Tickets are $225; 
sponsorships begin at $2,500. RSVP to 
Lesley Colantonio at Make-A-Wish by 
calling 992-9474 or e-mailing lcolanto-
nio@sflawish.org.

■ The Guadalupe Center holds a 
carnival-style Taste of Brasil, a celebra-
tion of all things South American, begin-
ning at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 16, at 
Naples Botanical Garden. Live and silent 
auctions will be part of the fundraising 
fun. For more information, visit www.
guadalupecenter.net.

■ The David Lawrence Center and 
Foundation host An Evening in Venice 
Masquerade Ball on Friday, Jan. 18, at The 
Ritz-Carlton Beach Resort. Tickets are 
$500 per person, $1,200 per VIP patron 
and $10,000 per premier sponsor table 
of 10; a variety of additional sponsor-
ship opportunities also are available. For 
more information or to reserve a ticket, 
call Monica Biondo at 304-3505.     

■ The Parkinson Association of 
Southwest Florida Inc. holds its annual 
fashion show and luncheon on Saturday, 
Jan. 19, at the Naples Sailing & Yacht 
Club. Models will stroll the runway 
wearing outfits from Petunias of Naples 
and Draper’s and Damon’s. Tickets are 
$75 per person. For a reservation or 
more information, call 417-3465, or send 
a check made payable to PASFi to 1048 
Goodlette-Frank Road, Ste. 201, Naples, 
FL 34102.

■ Plans are cooking for the inau-
gural Naples Woman’s Club Kitchen 
Tour showcasing kitchens in some of 
the loveliest homes in Port Royal. Set for 
Wednesday, Jan. 23, the tour will include 
area chefs offering their finest gourmet 
samplings, musicians, floral designs, gift 
boutiques and prize drawings at each 
home. A party at the Naples Woman’s 
Club the day of the event will feature 
entertainment as well as Mikkelsen’s 
desserts, Norman Love chocolates, art-
ist Emily James, cookbook author Patsy 
Wright, olive oil tastings and more.

Tickets are $50 per person and $85 
for patrons. Proceeds will benefit the 
Naples Historical Society, Baby Basics 
and the Naples Woman’s Club philan-
thropic efforts. For tickets or more infor-
mation, call Anne Palmer at 262-2259. 
For information about the club and its 
80-year history, visit www.napleswom-
ansclub.org.

■ Erik Weihenmayer, the first blind 
man to climb to the top of Mount Ever-
est and the only one to reach the top of 
all Seven Summits, will speak at Youth 
Haven’s third annual Home Hope Heal-
ing luncheon set for Wednesday, Jan. 30, 
at The Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort.

Tickets are $250 per person or $1,500 
for patrons, who get two seats at the 
luncheon as well as invitations to a VIP 
reception beforehand. For more informa-
tion, contact Carol Shaw at Youth Haven 
by calling 687-5155 or e-mailing carol.
shaw@youthhaven.net.

■ Planned Parenthood of Collier 
County will welcome feminist writer 

and activist Gloria Steinem as guest 
speaker at “The Choice Affair” on Satur-
day evening, Feb. 2, at The Naples Beach 
Hotel & Golf Club. Tickets are $350 at 
the Friends membership level; sponsor-
ships range from $1,500 to $10,000. For 
reservations or more information, call 
262-8923, ext. 309.

■ Graduates of the Seven Sisters col-
leges will gather for their third annual 
Seven Sisters Artful Reception from 5-7 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 6, at DeBruyne 
Fine Art Gallery, 275 Broad Ave. in Old 
Naples. All alumnae of Barnard, Bryn 
Mawr, Mount Holyoke, Radcliffe, Smith, 
Vassar, and Wellesley colleges are invit-
ed, as are spouses and significant others. 
One of the gallery’s artists will be paint-
ing on site. 

Reservations are required and can be 
made by e-mailing Carol Goode (Welles-
ley, 1964) at carolgoode@alum.wellesley.
edu.

■ Fun Time Early Childhood Acad-
emy holds Have a Heart for Fun Time 
on Valentine’s Day evening, Thursday, 
Feb. 14, at the Naples Beach Hotel & Gold 
Club. Pat Cacho is this year’s honorary 
chair, and event co-chairs are Connie 
Messner and Joanne Halstead. 

Tickets are $250 per person, $500 
for patrons. Sponsorship opportunities 
remain available. Proceeds will provide 
tuition assistance for preschool children 
of low-income working families.

For reservations or more information, 
call 261-8284.

SAVE THE DATE
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Map Us: 11000 Terminal Access Road, Fort Myers, Florida 33913
Parking Information: 

Park at Southwest Florida International Airport
The No-Hassle Way to Start Your Holiday!

 
 

 
 

The Closest, Fastest Airport Parking in Southwest Florida.

counter and on your way in no time!

■ Our Mother’s Home holds its third 
annual Hearts of Love gala on Saturday 
evening, Feb. 16, at Spring Run Golf Club 
in Bonita Springs. Guest speaker Thomas 
Monaghan, founder of Ava Maria Uni-
versity and Domino’s Pizza, will discuss 
“The Five Top Priorities of Life.”

Our Mother’s Home provides a safe, 
nurturing environment for young moth-
ers who are victims of the foster system 
and/or human trafficking.

Silver, gold and platinum sponsorship 
opportunities are available. Gala tickets 
are $145 per person. For reservations or 
more information, call 267-4663 or visit 
www.ourmothershome.com.

■ The 10th annual Neighborhood 
Health Clinic Block Party is set for 
the evening of Saturday, Feb. 16, at the 
Naples Beach Hotel & Golf Club. The 
goal is to raise 25 percent of the annual 
operating budget for the clinic, whose 
volunteer staff delivers medical care to 
low-income, working but uninsured Col-
lier County adults.

Tickets are $250 per person. Invita-
tions will be mailed in January, and 
sponsorships are being solicited now. For 
more information, call Nikki Strong at 
260-2080 or e-mail nstrong@neighbhor-
hoodhealthclinic.org.

■ The third annual Celebrity Mar-
tini Glass Auction to benefit the Naples 
International Film Festival is set for 
Monday evening, Feb. 18, in the Daniels 
Pavilion at the Philharmonic Center for 
the Arts. This year’s sponsor is the law 
firm of GrayRobinson, P.A.

Up for bid will be more than 40 marti-

ni glasses signed by celebrity musicians, 
actors, athletes, artists and more. After 
the signatures are in place, local artists 
decorate each glass to reflect the celeb-
rity personalities.

For more information, call 775-3456 or 
visit www.naplesfilmfest.com.

■ The SWFL Wine & Food Fest 2013 
takes place Friday and Saturday. Feb. 22-23, 
at Miromar Lakes Beach & Golf Club. 
Northern Trust is the title sponsor for the 
fifth consecutive year. The festival begins 
with chef/vintner dinners in private homes 
throughout Southwest Florida on Friday 
and concludes with a grand tasting and 
auction at Miromar Lakes on Saturday. 

The primary beneficiary is the Goli-
sano Children’s Hospital of Southwest 
Florida; others are Edison State College’s 

pediatric nursing program and Florida 
Gulf Coast University’s endowed music 
therapy program.

For more information, call 278-3900 or 
visit www.SWFLWineFest.org.

■ Magic Under the Mangroves, 
the annual gala for the Conservancy of 
Southwest Florida, is set for Thursday, 
March 7, on the grounds at the Con-
servancy Nature Center. Jeannie Smith 
is the 2013 chairwoman, and Northern 
Trust returns as presenting sponsor. 

Details about tickets and reservations 
are at www.conservancy.org/magic.

■ The Great Gatsby Gala, a night 
of flappers, bootleggers, jazz and the 
Charleston to benefit Opera Naples, is 
set for Tuesday, March 19, at a private 

club in Port Royal. Tickets are $300 and 
$500 per person. For more information, 
call Opera Naples at 963-9050.

■ The Naples Art Association holds 
the third annual girls-only Goddess 
Night: “The Fine Art of Being a Woman” 
on Thursday, March 28, at The von 
Liebig Art Center. Guest speakers will 
include Lisa Gruenioh, Emily James, Car-
olina Cederquist, Rebecca Zung-Clough, 
Adria Starkey and Robin Hamilton.

Tickets for $95 per person are avail-
able through Dec. 31. Starting Jan. 1, tick-
ets will be $125. Call 262-6517, ext. 100, for 
reservations.

■ The biennial Magnolia Ball to ben-
efit NCH Healthcare System is set for 
Saturday evening, April 6, at The Ritz-
Carlton Golf Resort. Maureen Lerner 
is chair for the 2013 event themed “An 
Elegant Southern Evening.” Co-chairs 
are Patty Baker, Jackie Bearse, Sue Dal-
ton, Connie Eaton, Christine Flynn, Kay 
Gow, Nora Kolmer, Simone Lutgert, Susie 
McCurry, Sue Morrison, Susan Regen-
stein and Marilyn Stedem.

Tickets are $5,000 per couple. A vari-
ety of patron support levels are available 
for up to $150,000. Proceeds will support 
the establishment of the NCH Breast 
Health Center, which will provide medi-
cal, surgical and ancillary services in a 
single location. For reservations or more 
information, call Joanne Stahlman at the 
NCH Healthcare Foundation, 436-4511, 
or e-mail foundation@nchmd.org.■

— Send Save the Date details to editor 
Cindy Pierce at cpierce@floridaweekly.com.

SAVE THE DATE

COURTESY PHOTO

The Ohio State Alumni Club of Naples holds its annual “Buckeyes in Paradise” gala Saturday, 
March 9, at the Hilton Naples. The evening raises scholarships for local students to attend the 
university. For reservations or more information, call Sue Goldsberry at 405-7068 or visit www.
NaplesBuckeyes.com. Shown here at last year’s gala are Ben and Arlene Roth, left, and Molly 
Townsely, Eileen Martino and Mary Kay Moriarty. 
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SOCIETY
The American Red Cross honors Tiffany Circle members at Naples Botanical Garden

We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, 
go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too.

Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.

TIM GIBBONS / 
FLORIDA WEEKLY 

We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fit in the newsp

TIM GIBBONS / 
FLORIDA WEEKLY 

1 2

11

9 10

7 8

3 4 5 6

 1 . Bob and Melanie Sabelhaus 
   with Ron and Beverly 
   Nordmann
 2 .  Cyndi and Pete Doragh
 3 . Susan Bonanno and Amy 
   Owen
 4. Bob and Karen DiBenedetto
 5. Bruce and Catherine 
   Macafee
 6. Hilda Weber and Melanie 
   Sabelhaus 
 7. Barancik and Maury Maija 
 8. Louise Goodwin and Pat Gothot
 9. Scott Kellett and Judy Herzog
10. Judy and Fred Herzog
11. Brian Holley, Trisha Hare 
   and Stacey Deffenbaugh
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SOCIETY
A celebration of remembrance at Hodges Funeral Home

We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, 
go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too.
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 1 . Pianist Lan Lam, 
   baritone Ron Bowman, 
   guest pianist Noah 
   Waddell and cellist 
   John Marcy
 2 .  David Fairman, 
   Melissa Guzman, 
   Pamela Hunt, Tammy 
   Rose, Stephan 
   Lamboy and Rachelle 
   Dhati
 3 . Seth Minso, Amira 
   Frantz and Ron 
   Schmanske
 4. Hosts Thelma and Earl 
   Hodges
 5. Anita and Barry 
   Waddell
 6. Rev. Michael Harper
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SOCIETY
Mingling and jingling at the Inn on Fifth with the Collier Community Cat Coalition 
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 1 . Jan Rich at the 
   auction table 
 2 .  Danielle Dillon, Tom 
   Bothe and Gwen Austin
 3 . Megan Sorbara
 4. Jim Rich and James 
   Gibson
 5. Karla and Frank Albanese
 6. Donna Aydelott and 
   Jeff Hirsch
 7. Rosalen and Chad Moran
 8. Sarah Thompson 
   and John Ives
 9. Lori Burgess and Lynn 
   Dierksmeier
10. Sandra McGill and 
   Wendy Harris
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SOCIETY
Tea at The Ritz for Make-A-Wish Southern Florida
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Young Executives for David Lawrence Center have a Gulf Ball at the Naples Beach Hotel
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 1 . Mike and Kris Miller, Lindsay 
   Miller, Lisa and Thad Browning
 2 .  Kristen Finley, Patrycja Ann 
   Teresa, Priscilla Arguelles 
   and Shelley McKernan
 3 . Kyle and Kelly Gregory 
 4. Devin Eastman, Kevin 
   Brachle and Joe Wendt 
 5. Monico Biondo and Allison 
   Durian
 6. Brian Benson, Shanna Short 
   and Alex Smith

Jenny 
Bean and 
Vanessa 
Sarracino 

CHARLIE
MCDONALD /
FLORIDA 
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 1 . Craig and Kelly Chasnov, seated, with Jenna 
   Chasnov, Ruchel Paul, Kaylee Campbell and 
   Kara Chasnov
 2 .  Madisyn, Kristen and Kayla Goodman
 3 . Neil and Joan Curley
 4. Joyce Craighan, Cathy Ziegler and Jackie 
   Stamerro
 5. Dylan Sanders, Craig Chasnov and Sandra 
   Buxton  
 6. Livia Whalen



VINO
Sparkling wines make festive occasions even more special

I think humorist and author Mark 
Twain got it just right when he said, “Too 
much of anything is bad, but too much 
champagne is just right.”

Champagne and other sparkling wines 
are great year-round, but because many 
people only buy them around the holi-
days, they often lack confidence when it 
comes to making a selection. 

Sparkling wines come in many styles 
and are made in a variety of fashions, but 
they all wind up containing one prime 
ingredient: bubbles. Only those made in 
the Champagne region of France can be 
called champagne, but there are many 
lovely sparklers made in other locations.

The finest sparkling wines are cre-
ated in the traditional method, with each 
bottle fermented individually. Many pro-
ducers around the world make their 
wines this way, but the method was 
developed in France. The large French 
champagne houses produce several tiers 
of wines, and rely heavily on contract 
purchases from the district. These wines 
are made to be very similar year after 
year. 

Growers champagnes, grown and pro-
duced by a single entity, tend to be fuller 
bodied and more complex in flavor and 
aroma, and will vary from vintage to 
vintage (or each bottling for the non-

vintage, known as NV).
To help you find something that tick-

les your taste buds this holiday season, 
I’ve put together a list that includes a 
wide range of sparkling wines from a 
variety of geographic regions, including 
France, South Africa, New Mexico and 
California. Whatever your price range, 
you are sure to find something in this 
baker’s dozen that will enable you to 
enjoy a sparkling, festive holiday.

Wine picks of the season:
■ Bollinger La Grande Annee 1999 

Champagne ($120): This beautiful 
champagne has a complex floral nose 
and flavors of vanilla, citrus and graph-
ite. Lightweight but intense, with a lively 
structure and a long, lingering finish, it 
is big enough flavor to pair with entrees. 

■ Crémant d’Alsace Brut 2010, 
Albert Mann ($22): This 
crémant is a blend of pinot 
blanc, auxerrois, pinot gris 
and riesling grapes. The 
color is clear yellow with 
fine, elegant bubbles. There 
is a trace of toast on the 
nose, along with white flow-
ers and citrus, with flavors 
of apple and pink grape-
fruit, creamy and smooth 
on the palate with a slight 
mineral finish.

■ Crémant d’Alsace 
Brut Rosé NV, Pierre 
Sparr ($22): Made from 
100 percent pinot noir 
grapes and finished in 

stainless steel, this festive sparkler is 
salmon pink in color with a fresh aroma 
of rose petals, strawberry and raspberry. 
On the palate it is round and fruity, with 
lively flavors and a slight acidity, small 
bubbles and a smooth finish.

■ Crémant de Bourgogne NV, 
Domaine Luquet ($22): Made in the St. 
Veran district, this 100 percent chardon-
nay has firm bubbles and a light straw 
color. It opens with aromas of toast and 
citrus, leading to a palate with flavors of 
fresh apple and peach with a slight min-
erality on the finish. 

■ Egly-Ouriet Brut Tradition 
Grand Cru Champagne NV ($40): 
This growers champagne has a toasty 
aroma with a touch of apple, and the 
palate fills out with apricot and pine-
apple notes, and a touch of spice on its 
medium finish.

■ Graham Beck Brut 
NV, South Africa ($18):
This wine starts with a soft, 
creamy bouquet with touches 
of toast and apple aromas. 
The palate has good acidity 
with citrus and fresh lime 
flavors and a creamy finish. 

■ Gruet Brut NV, 
New Mexico ($18): Pro-
duced by the family of a 
large Champagne house 
in France, the brut is a 
crisp full-bodied spar-
kling wine, with complex-
ity and fine bubbles. The 
bouquet of green apples 
and grapefruit carries 

into the palate with apple and citrus 
notes, and a toasty crisp finish.

■ Francois Montand Brut Blanc de 
Blanc NV, France ($10): Pale gold in 
color with lots of fine bubbles, the flow-
ery aroma of citrus leads to the green 
apples and lemon palate, with a smooth 
juicy finish.

■ Nicolas Feuillatte Blue Label 
Brut Champagne NV $35: Rich floral 
aromas with pear, apple and hazelnuts 
on the nose, opening to citrus and honey 
flavors with a crisp acidity and lasting 
finish.

■ Puro Uno Gran Cuvee Brut NV, 
Argentina ($40): Blend of 75 percent 
pinot noir, 25 percent chardonnay. Har-
vested and sorted 100 percent by hand 
from old vine, this wine is straw in color 
with a good amount of bubbles, a light 
toast on the nose and lemon peel flavors 
in the mouth, with a medium finish.

■ Schramsberg Blanc de Blanc 
2008, California ($40): Fruity apple 
and lime aromas, with flavors of tropi-
cal fruits, pineapple and pear, and a long 
balanced finish ending with a light spice.

■ Taittinger “La Francaise” Brut 
Champagne NV ($40): Rich aromas 
of lemon and apple, with orchard fruit 
flavors and a firm acidity, ending in a 
medium spicy finish.

■ Veuve Clicquot Brut Rosè Cham-
pagne NV ($45): Light pink in color 
with floral and berry nose leads into the 
raspberry and apricot flavors with a rich 
balanced finish. ■
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(239) 261-1177
(800) 523-3716

www.preferrednaples.com
SunTrust Building at Pelican Bay

801 Laurel Oak Drive  Suite 300
Hablamos Espanol Wilma Boyd - CEO

EXTRAORDINARY 2013 CRUISE VALUES

PLUS PREFERRED TRAVEL EXCLUSIVE
Private Car & Driver Tour OR Shipboard Credit on most sailings

*Rates are per guest, cruise only based on double occupancy. Government Fees & Taxes are additional. Offers are subject to 
change and availability. Restrictions apply. Contact us for complete details. Ships’ registry: Bahamas

7-DAY CARIBBEAN HIDEAWAYS

 $2,499*
$500 Shipboard credit per couple

12 DAY PASSAGE TO PORTUGAL

 $2,960*
Choice of one Private Car & Driver Tour in select port or $500 Shipboard Credit per couple

 
41 DAY WORLD VOYAGE XI

 $15,499*
Choice of TWO Private Car & Driver Tours in select ports or $1000 Shipboard Credit per couple

Additional itineraries and departure dates available. 

Give the Gift 

of a Cruise 

Gift Certifi cates 

Available



RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Lunch: Tue.-Sat. 12pm till 3pm
Dinner: Daily 5:pm till closed 

700 Fifth Ave. S., Naples, FL 34102
 (239) 659-7008

VerginaRestaurant.com 

Be part of... 
THE BEST NEW YEARS EVE PARTY in 
Naples, with MEVIN & GLORIA LIVE 

till 2:00am

MAKE A RESERVATION NOW!
Vergina is open for Dinner...

Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and January 1st
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CUISINE
Le Lafayette epitomizes the sensuality that is French cuisine

When dining in a French restaurant, I 
usually have trouble settling on what to 
order. Escargots or onion soup? Duck or 
beef bourguignon? Crepe Suzette, creme 
brulee or chocolate mousse?

Surely you’ve experienced this 
quandary yourselves. Everything looks 
so appealing, it’s difficult to commit to 
just one selection.

At Le Lafayette, a charming French 
restaurant in the Third Street South 
neighborhood, you don’t have to 
choose, because the establishment 
offers a Sunday brunch that allows din-
ers to sample a bit of everything. The 
only limitation is your waistband. Two 
words of advice: Go hungry.

Brunch, served from mid-November 
through Mother’s Day, costs $39.50 per 
person and includes sparkling wine as 
well as a buffet and a variety of made-
to-order items. 

Enjoy it in the well-appointed din-
ing room, with its wood floors, tables 
dressed in dapper white over maroon 
tablecloths and an oh-so-French ambi-
ence. Or head out to the sprawling 
covered porch with lush plants and 
roomy tables that overlooks 13th Ave-
nue South.

Brunch begins with beverages. I 
don’t know if this is what they pour 
all the time, but on this day it was 
Francois Montand sparkling wine with 
a lovely citrusy bouquet and a note of 
green apple. 

Then we sauntered off to peruse the 
various food displays, which included 
a variety of dishes artfully arranged on 
tables in front of the open kitchen, a 
series of hot selections in chafing dish-
es in the dining room, a dessert display 
just near the front door along with the 
crepe Suzette station and a carving sta-
tion featuring beef and pork.

Breakfast and lunch fare mix easily. I 
started off with small cup of New Eng-
land clam chowder, a delicate cream 
soup that possessed rich flavor without 
being too thick and heavy. It was filled 
with large pieces of clam, potatoes and 
onions.

A shrimp cocktail in a small, stemmed 
glass contained the requisite shellfish, 
avocado, red onions, a smattering of 

herbs and a light tomato-based sauce. 
Delicate puff pastries supported meaty 
escargots. Nearby were oysters on the 
half shell with onions, a number of 
cheeses, skewers of prosciutto and 
melon, cornichons, squares of quiche, 
crisp strips of bacon and salmon cakes. 
While there you could also order an 
omelette or eggs Benedict from the 
kitchen staff.

Also on display were cuts of raw 
duck and beef that customers could 
select and have the kitchen cook them 
to the desired doneness. This is a nice 
alternative to the carving station, espe-
cially for those who prefer their meat 
rare.

Between courses, dishes were 
whisked off the table, our champagne 
and water glasses were refreshed and 
all was neat and fresh upon our return.

 The hot dishes were exceptionally 
good. Au gratin potatoes were ethereal, 
the potatoes sliced thin and contained 
in a fluffy quiche-like square with just 
enough cheese to be noticeable but not 
overpowering. The beef bourguignon 
starred fork-tender chunks of beef red-
olent of wine, studded with carrots 
and onions and swathed in a sauce I 
wanted to lick off the plate.

A made-to-order egg Benedict came 
out just right, the poached egg just 
slightly runny inside atop Canadian 
bacon and an English muffin half with 
a spoonful of Hollandaise on top. 
There was no comparison between this 
and those stiffs found languishing on 
steam tables, the sauce separating and 
choosing sides. We didn’t attempt an 
omelette with all the other food avail-
able. One can always get an omelette, 
but carved New York strip steak with a 
light mushroom sauce, shrimp Proven-
cal and those mind-boggling desserts 
required our attention.

Start the dessert course(s) with the 
made-to-order crepe Suzette, featur-
ing thin, tender pancakes bathed in a 
bubbly orange sauce. Then move on to 
the dessert table with its little cups of 
mousse and crème brulee, mini parfait 
glasses of whipped cream and fruit 
puree and thick risotto with cinnamon 
or caramel sauce. There was even 
a sweet variety of sushi containing 
raspberries or strawberries wrapped 
in light green soy paper, accompanied 
by three sauces — raspberry, passion 
fruit or honey and pepper. The passion 
fruit sauce was a perfect complement 
to the raspberry sushi, a sweet and tart 
blend with a chewy texture and burst 
of fresh fruit. 

Chef/owner Sebastien Maillard 
made the rounds of the tables, stop-
ping to chat with customers, many of 
whom spoke French and even more 
who appeared to be regulars. The serv-
ers were hospitable and remained vigi-
lant throughout our meal.

Sunday brunch at Le Lafayette is like 
taking a short, delicious trip to France. 
The restaurant delivers a great deal at 
a great price. ■

— Send items to cuisine@flori-
daweekly.com.

karenFELDMAN
cuisine@floridaweekly.com

Le Lafayette

>> Hours: Sunday brunch 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; 
lunch 11 a.m.-2:30 Monday-Saturday; dinner 
5-9 p.m. Monday-Saturday and 5-8 p.m. 
Sunday

>> Reservations: Accepted
>> Credit cards: Accepted
>> Price range: Appetizers, $8.95-$24.50; 

entrees, $25.95-$46;  Sunday brunch $39.50 
per person 

>> Beverages: Beer and wine served
>> Seating: Indoors or on spacious front patio
>> Specialties of the house: French
>> Volume: Low to moderate
>> Parking: On the street
>> Website: www.lelafayette.com

Ratings:
Food: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Service: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ★  ½

375 13th Ave. S., Naples; 403-7861

 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Superb
 ★ ★ ★ ★ Noteworthy
 ★ ★ ★ Good
 ★ ★ Fair
 ★ Poor 

KAREN FELDMAN / FLORIDA WEEKLY 

Escargots in puff pastry, bacon, quiche and salmon cakes are among the offerings at Le Lafay-
ette’s Sunday brunch.

Crepes Suzette are made to order, as are 
omelettes, eggs Benedict and a selection of 
meats.



489 Bayfront Place, Naples, FL

New 

Years 

Eve

Bash on the Bay!
Champagne Toast

Party Favors
No cover charge  No reservations NO PROBLEM

Sounds by CMACK5000

FULL  MOON  party
Naughty  or  Nice

December 28,  2012
$100  bar  tab  to  best  dressed   $6  shots

Rumpleminze  peppermint

Goldschlager 

ciroc in the New Year!


