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When Southwest Florida’s three 
state senators and seven representa-
tives began the legislative session on 
March 2, they promised two things: 
No new taxes and no new fees. 
They delivered on those promises. 

With those broad 
parameters firmly 
set, the legislative 
body as a whole 
managed to get a  
lot done. Some of 
the provisions are 
subject to veto by 
Gov. Charlie Crist, 
and others are 
contingent upon 

the receipt of federal stimulus money; 
nevertheless, most of what passed 
will soon become law. Here are just 
some of the things lawmakers man-
aged to ratify: 

■ High school graduation stan-
dards are changing. Passing math and 
science FCAT tests will no longer be 
required for a diploma.
■ Women considering abortions 

will have to pay for and watch their 
ultrasound images before they go 
through with the procedure. (Wom-
en’s rights groups are pushing hard 
for a veto on this one.)
■ Selling bongs, glass pipes and 

other stoner accoutrements will be 
illegal unless the store selling them 
also sells a lot of tobacco. 
■ It will be against the law to buy 

or sell Burmese pythons, Nile moni-
tor lizards and a few other critters 
that don’t belong in Southwest Flori-
da’s particular ecosystem. 
■ A deal with the Seminole Tribe 

over gambling rights guarantees more 
than $1 billion a year to start with in 
revenue for the state. 
■ A tort reform measure is 

expected to protect businesses from 
frivolous slip-and-fall lawsuits. 

Businesses are getting several tax 
breaks, and the general public is get-
ting some relief as well. There will be 
a three-day sales tax holiday for books, 
clothing, footwear, wallets, handbags 
and backpacks Aug. 13-15. Items must 
cost $50 or less to qualify. 

As the session closed, Florida 
TaxWatch, a nonpartisan research 
institute, lauded the legislature for 
passing a jobs bill. The group’s recent 
report enumerates the benefits of that 

IRDIE AND CLARENCE. WHAT A 
pair. Might even say they were 
made for each other (and if 
you did say that, you’d be 

about half right).
For almost three decades, Birdie and 

Clarence traveled the United States and 
Europe, playing towns big and small. 
Mostly small. Birdie did Japan solo, but 
he says there was a reason: “Clarence 
doesn’t speak Japanese.” They’ve had 
bookings at theme parks and aboard 
cruise ships. They have what is known 
in the biz as a “specialty act.”

Birdie and Clarence never hit the

Legislative 
accomplishments 

await final approval

FORT MYERS BEACH PERFORMER’S 
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for ‘clarence’
REWARD

h a v e  y o u  s e e n  t h i s  d u m m y ?

COURTESY PHOTO

Birdie McClaine, right, is offering a 
reward for the return of his beloved 
ventriloquist dummy Clarence, left. 

Height: 3’ age: 50
last seen: Bonita

RACE: spruce

$500 cash reward     call: (989) 217-1963

case #: Im1lØg
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Racing for Rescues
Derby Day partygoers cheer
for Human Society Naples,
and more fun. C24 & 25 

Moving up
A little loggerhead settles in
to spacious new quarters
at the Conservancy. A13 

Commercial space
A glut of vacancies creates great 
deals for renters and buyers. B1  

Fine art from here
The Naples Museum of Art 
showcases the newest works 
with roots in Florida. C1 



www.FloridaWeekly.com    NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLYA2    NEWS    WEEK OF MAY 13-19, 2010

In the 1930s and ’40s in the United 
States, it was possible if you were a boy 
to take your .22 rifle or your shotgun and 
board a city bus or set off on a bicycle. 
You could ride to the edge of town and 
go hunting for rabbits or birds. Some-
times you shot things you weren’t going 
to eat, like groundhogs or crows.

I’ve been told this by men who were 
young then, including men who grew up 
in New York State and New England.

In the West where I was raised later, 
you learned to shoot outside of town 
when you were 5 (that was the summer 
of 1958, for me). If your sister wanted to 
try it, she learned to shoot, too.

No one I knew thought there was any-
thing odd about this: a boy at a bus stop 
with a rifle. Or a boy on a bicycle with 
a rifle. Or a boy on a ranch learning to 
shoot when he was 5.

Once you learned to shoot, you were 
then subject to about seven years of 
extremely close adult supervision, by 
your father. He knew what he was doing, 
and he had an overriding interest in pre-
venting you from shooting yourself — 
or him, or anybody else. 

By the time you turned 11 or 12, you 
had demonstrated conclusively that you 
would never point a gun at people. You 
had also made clear that you would not 

accidentally shoot one of your uncle’s 
cows, which were deemed even more 
valuable than the people. So you were 
given the right of manhood. You were 
finally allowed to buy the rifle you’d been 
looking at for three years in Outdoor Life 
Magazine or some old catalogue your best 
friend had scrounged up. 

Once you had your first weapon, you 
spent a lot of time sitting around caress-
ing it. Some boys tried out names on their 
rifles, but they never quite fit. “Old Betsy,” 
for example, seemed severely antiquated, 
even if your icons were Daniel Boone, 
Jim Bridger, Kit Carson, Sgt. Alvin York, 
Audie Murphy and some of your fam-
ily members (veterans of Guadalcanal, 
Tarawa and points east, in my case).

When I was 13, my 14-year-old cousin, 
Walt Nash, bought a Remington Nylon 
66, a new .22 semi-automatic that could 
carry about 10 rounds. The advertise-
ments said it was so tough that you could 
drive a truck over it. So we did. Walt 
laid his Nylon 66 in the road, we bor-
rowed my uncle’s ancient Power Wagon 
that weighed about 2 tons, and we drove 
back and forth over that gun. Then we 
cleaned it and went out and shot picket 
pins with it (foot-long, prairie-dog-like 
animals that thrived at 9,000 feet and 
dug holes everywhere, which attracted 
rattlesnakes and could break the legs of 
running horses).

That boyhood, I suppose, came 
equipped with two indivisible supple-
ments: a tactile sense of our inalienable 
right to guns, and the immense weight 
of American mythology. 

I realized this recently when my 

8-year-old son, Nash, asked me about 
the Battle of the Little Big Horn, fought 
June 25-26, 1876.

When I was busy learning to shoot 
my first .22, I believed that Gen. George 
Armstrong Custer was, if not the smart-
est general who ever lived, a shining 
example of American courage. I still 
believe that.

The problem is, physical courage has 
diddly-squat to do with moral courage, 
or with moral right, except by chance.

“Was Custer the good guy?” my son 
asked.

Suddenly, everything I believed once 
had to change. No, Custer was not the 
good guy, as much as I hate admitting 
that. He was in the business of steal-
ing other people’s land at the point of a 
repeating rifle.

But that wasn’t the rifle’s fault, was it? 
Everyone I ever looked up to under-

stood gun ethics this way, expressed in 
a line written by the novelist A.B. Guth-
rie Jr. for the peerless George Stevens 
movie, “Shane,” filmed in Wyoming in 
1953:  “A gun is a tool, Marian; no better 
or no worse than any other tool: an axe, 
a shovel or anything. A gun is as good 
or as bad as the man using it. Remember 
that.”

Nothing could be truer, still. And the 
same could be said of a cruise missile.

Which brought Nash and me around 
to a discussion of the idiot who tried to 
blow up Times Square. 

What distinguishes us as Americans, 
in some ways, is our historic effort to 
be the good guys with the guns. Not the 
tyrants or criminals or zealots or fas-

cists or land-grabbing imperialist lack-
eys with guns.

Of course this idiot, Faishal Shahzad, 
is an American, too — and not the first 
American idiot, by any means. What 
irritates me most about his story is the 
gun he carried. A couple of months 
before trying to put Times Square in the 
once upon a time, he bought a Kel-tech 
sub-rifle 2000. 

Mr. Shahzad had legally and effort-
lessly acquired a semi-automatic hybrid 
of a pistol and a rifle, with a folding 
stock, a pistol grip and multiple maga-
zines that can carry 10 or 20 rounds of 
9 mm ammunition. In the hands of an 
experienced shooter pulling the trig-
ger as fast as he could, this would be a 
devastating and deadly weapon. Unfor-
tunately, it remains unbridled even by 
U.S. gun laws regulating the purchase 
of pistols.

Does one shoot rabbits with the Kel-
tech sub-rifle 2000? Deer? Grizzly bears? 
Herds of elephant? No. It’s designed for 
shooting people.

Should civilian Americans — not cops, 
not soldiers or the Marines with whom 
I once served proudly, but civilians — 
have access to this ridiculously exces-
sive weapon, or others like it?

No, of course not.
Not cowboys, not cousin Walt and 

me, not Daniel Boone or Jim Bridger or 
Audie Murphy or the men in my fam-
ily — none of us. We don’t need such a 
weapon for our purposes, anymore than 
we need a cruise missile. 

And not that fascist idiot Faishal 
Shahzad, either. ■

COMMENTARY
Give’em the good old gun

rogerWILLIAMS
rwilliams@floridaweekly.com
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➤ On May 13, 1958, during a goodwill 
trip through Latin America, Vice President 
Richard Nixon’s car is attacked by an angry 
crowd and nearly overturned while travel-
ing through Caracas, Venezuela. President 
Eisenhower dispatched U.S. troops to the 
area to rescue Nixon, and the vice presi-
dent left Venezuela ahead of schedule.

➤ On May 14, 1796, Edward Jenner, 
an English country doctor, administers 
the world’s first vaccination as a pre-
ventive treatment for smallpox. Scien-
tists following Jenner’s model devel-
oped new vaccines to fight diseases 
such as polio, whooping cough, measles 
and tetanus.

➤ On May 15, 1982, “Ebony And 
Ivory,” a duet by Paul McCartney and 
Stevie Wonder, takes the top spot in the 
Billboard Hot 100. This continued the 
pop-music trend of pairing successful 
duos, such as Barbra Streisand and Neil 
Diamond, and Diana Ross and Lionel 
Richie. ■

The U.S. is so divided, it seems to me 
that the nation has lost its compass.

Even in times of national crisis, includ-
ing the Great Depression, World War II, 
the Vietnam War and a string of scan-
dals such as Watergate, the political 
center has held together. But now I’m 
not quite so sure.

President Barack Obama has been 
most conciliatory as he seeks the middle 
ground on a host of issues, even to the 
point of caving to the political opposi-
tion. But when not one Republican in 
Congress could vote for the health-care-
reform legislation, one has to ask: Who 
do these lawmakers really represent? 
Themselves? 

Especially surprising to me is the fact 
that the Republican women in Congress 
voted with their male colleagues against 
the health legislation. 

The Republicans have become the 
party of` “NO,” even to congressional 
efforts to rein in Wall Street, whose 
greedy excesses led to the Great Reces-
sion. 

The federal government has become 
the target of intense hatred from con-
servatives, except, of course, those con-
servatives in states around the Gulf of 
Mexico who now are asking the federal 

government to help people and busi-
nesses devastated by the continuing oil 
spill. Suddenly, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, the Interior Depart-
ment, the Coast Guard and other fed-
eral entities don’t look so evil as they 
go about the job of cleaning up the mess 
and helping people in need.

In an under-noticed May Day address 
at the University of Michigan com-
mencement, the president dealt head-on 
with the ignorance and destructive con-
sequences of the current atmosphere of 
name-calling and partisanship.

Speaking at the same campus where 
President John F. Kennedy announced 
the creation of the Peace Corps and 
President Lyndon B. Johnson unveiled 
his plans for a “Great Society,” Obama 
told the Michigan audience: “Before we 
get too depressed about the current 
state of politics, let’s remember our his-
tory.”

“What troubles me is when I hear 
people say that all of government is 
inherently bad,” the president said. “One 
of my favorite signs during the health-
care debate was somebody who said: 
‘Keep your government hands out of my 
Medicare’ — which is essentially saying 
‘Keep government out of my govern-
ment-run health-care plan.’

“When our government is spoken of 
as some menacing, threatening foreign 
entity, it ignores the fact that in democ-
racy, government is us. We. The people. 
We the people hold in our hands the 
power to choose our leaders and change 

our laws and shape own destiny.”
Obama also took note of the harshness 

of public discourse. 
“To keep our democracy healthy is to 

maintain a level of civility in our pub-
lic debate,” he said. “It’s important for 
everyone to join in the debate. But you 
can’t solve all our problems if all we do 
is tear each other down. 

“You can question someone’s views 
and their judgment without question-
ing their motives or their patriotism. ... 
Throwing around phases like ‘socialist’... 
and ‘Soviet-style takeover’ and ‘fascist’ 
and ‘right-wing nut’ may grab head-
lines, but it also has the effect of com-
paring our government, our political 
opponents, to authoritarian and even 
murderous regimes.

“This democracy we have is a pre-
cious thing. For all the arguments and all 
the doubts and all the cynicism that’s out 
there today, we should never forget that 
as Americans we enjoy more freedoms 
and opportunities than citizens in any 
nation on Earth. We are free to speak 
our mind and worship as we please. We 
are free to choose our leaders, and free 
to criticize when they let us down.”

Not all political speeches are created 
equal. We should stop the music for a 
brief interlude and think about these 
remarks.

I believe historians will look back on 
that speech as one of Obama’s best. It’s a 
message of optimism and of fundamen-
tal truths that all too often seem to be 
ignored in these superheated times.  ■

helenTHOMAS
Special to Florida Weekly

An eloquent defense of American democracy

OPINION
The shock troops of bankruptcy

Greece’s largest public-sector union 
is taking to the streets to wage a “social 
battle” against austerity measures.

This is very unfortunate news for 
austerity, since it has never fought a 
battle — social or otherwise — with the 
unions in Greece that it hasn’t lost in a 
rout. Although this time the stakes are 
much higher — a debt crisis with global 
implications that The Economist has 
dubbed “Acropolis Now.”

The European Union and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund have extend-
ed Greece a $145 billion bailout over 
three years in exchange for a budgetary 
clampdown so severe it would make 
even fiscal ascetics yelp in pain. As the 
financial analysts say, there’s consider-
able “implementation risk.” In other 
words: Don’t hold your breath.

The Greeks got to this point the 
old-fashioned way: They spent more 
money on the public sector than they 
possibly could afford, and then lied 
about it. Last year, they announced 
that their deficit wasn’t 3.7 percent of 
gross domestic product as advertised, 
but 12.7 percent. Only in Athens does 
a multiplier of more than 3 qualify as a 

rounding error.
Public wages and pension payments 

absorb half of the Greek national bud-
get. The government doesn’t know 
exactly how many people are in the 
civil service, since that would require 
competence. It’s now undertaking a 
census. The guess is that it’s about 
one-in-three people. The constitution 
guarantees these jobs for life. 

We will never be Greece. We aren’t 
a Southern European country with an 
ingrained culture of tax avoidance and 
labor unrest. But our own shock troops 
of bankruptcy operate by Greek rules.

Growth in public-sector wages and 
benefits has been outstripping growth 
in the private sector. Some states and 
localities are effectively Greek isles 
within America. Commuter rail work-
ers in New York get $120,000 in annual 
compensation on average and can retire 
with a full pension at age 55. In the fis-
cal wreck of California, teachers and 
prison workers are the highest paid in 
the country.

Josh Barro of the Manhattan Institute 
advocates a clean way to pull back: a 
public-sector pay freeze. If states and 
localities had held their wage and ben-
efit growth to the same level as the pri-

vate sector during the past three years, 
Mr. Barro writes, states would have 
avoided $36 billion in red ink.  

A lesson of Greece is that once the 
markets don’t believe a debt-riddled 
government, they can turn on it quickly 
and savagely. It’s best not to get any-
where close to that point. 

By the calculations of Jagadeesh 
Gokhale of the Cato Institute, Greece’s 
debt is 875 percent of its GDP when pen-
sion obligations are included. Sounds 
outlandish. But the figure for the U.S., 
including programs like Medicare and 
Social Security, is 500 percent. The 
worst thing we could do is to add to the 
burden with an onerous new spending 
program, pushed by the unions and jus-
tified with Greek-style budgetary math. 
Of course, that’s a working definition of 
ObamaCare.

In Greek tragedy, the hero always 
realizes his own flaw or mistake too 
late. Something for retiring public-sec-
tor union honcho Andy Stern to con-
template as he takes his seat, amazingly 
enough, on President Barack Obama’s 
debt commission.  ■

Rich Lowry is editor of the National 
Review.

BY RICH LOWRY
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15 MINUTES
Rewards are many when others find home, sweet home

Raising an adopted daughter on her 
own and juggling responsibilities as 
executive director of the Empowerment 
Alliance of Southwest Florida is no small 
feat. Yet Dottie Cook wouldn’t have it 
any other way. Soft-spoken and deter-
mined, Ms. Cook is passionate about 
helping low-income families have a 
home of their own. 

Born and raised in Fort Myers, Ms. Cook 
was brought up helping others through 
her church. She recalls filling food baskets 
for the hungry at the holidays and paint-
ing homes and doing yard work for the 

elderly. “I guess that stuck with me and 
left me with a desire to have an impact by 
helping others,” Ms. Cook says. 

With a master’s degree in urban and 
regional planning from Florida State 
University and eight years working for 
the Southwest Florida Regional Planning 
Council, when she applied for the newly 
created position as Immokalee program 
director for the Empowerment Alliance 
in 2001, she was a natural fit for the job. 
In 2006, she became executive director. 

“I feel a tremendous sense of satisfac-
tion when we help a low-income family 
realize the dream of homeownership,” 
Ms. Cook says. “I like the challenge that 
comes with each new project, from deal-
ing with unexpected issues to getting 
to the point where a family is ready to 
move into their very own place.

“It’s sometimes a long, hard process 
for families to establish or repair their 
credit in order to qualify for a mortgage. 
But to watch them save up for a down 
payment, and then step into a new home 
they have been working toward for 
years, it is an amazing feeling. Their 

pride in what they have accomplished 
is written all over their faces.”

She says Immokalee is also a 
very rewarding place to work. 

“We see such hardworking 
families. They are very focused 
on trying to make a better life 

for themselves and their chil-
dren,” she adds. 

She also sees a strong 

collaborative spirit among organizations 
in Immokalee. “Everyone works together 
and there are no arguments over turf.”

A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, 
the Empowerment Alliance has lever-
aged nearly $40 million in grants, loans 
and private donations over more than 
10 years. The organization’s approach is 
multi-faceted, from working with families 
on credit counseling to new home pur-
chase, and almost everything in between. 

“Educating potential homebuyers 
about the process not only helps people 
make wise financial decisions, it also 
reduces foreclosures and helps individu-
als become smart, responsible home-
owners for the future,” she says.

Research bears that out: The default 
rate among homebuyers who receive 
one-on-one pre-purchase counseling is 
34 percent lower than for those who 
receive no counseling. 

To combat the prevalence of substan-
dard housing in parts of Southwest Flori-
da such as Immokalee, the Empowerment 
Alliance has rehabilitated 66 homes, pri-
marily for elderly homeowners on fixed 
incomes, and also develops new subdivi-
sions for low-income families.

“Our first subdivision, Milagro Place 
in Immokalee, has 26 homes. When the 
market picks up, we are ready to move 
forward with two new Immokalee sub-
divisions,” Ms. Cook says. 

She will also be overseeing the building 
of nine environmentally friendly homes 
in southern Clewiston. The homes use 

a foam-type material that is filled with 
concrete to keep energy costs low while 
creating an incredibly strong structure.

When a subdivision is under construc-
tion, Ms. Cook frequently visits the site 
to check on progress, approves change 
orders and participates in inspections. 

“I was relatively new to construction 
when we started Milagro Place so it was 
sometimes challenging, but luckily I’ve 
worked with good engineers who have 
helped guide me through the process.”

According to Ms. Cook, the process is 
not without headaches, such as permit-
ting delays and expending additional 
funds on irrigation and landscaping to 
meet required standards in design.

“The homeowners are so thrilled to 
have a decent, safe home of their own. 
Oftentimes they will see me or another 
staff member in the subdivision and come 
over to thank us for their home, which 
makes it all worthwhile,” she says. 

While the satisfaction is high, so is 
the level of responsibility. Between rais-
ing Sydney — Ms. Cook says her family 
lends invaluable support — and manag-
ing the demands of the nonprofit with 
her staff of four, sometimes a little relief 
is called for.

 “I started attending a yoga class, and 
I find that really helps with the stress,” 
she says.

— To get involved, donate or learn more 
about the Empowerment Alliance, visit 
www.easfonline.org or call 658-3315. ■
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 big time. Never did Leno or Letterman, 
but they’ve had a good run and more 
laughs than you can count. Like that 
night 20 years or so back, when they 
were playing gigs for a vaudeville-style 
outfit called The Medicine Show. A dif-
ferent burg every night. On this evening, 
the act’s an absolute riot. Sort of like 
Martin and Lewis, with Birdie playing 
Dino’s straight-man role and Clarence 
adopting Jerry’s part as the wisecracking 
goof. It’s hard work and a grind, to be 
sure, and after a show Birdie usually hits 
the bar to unwind and moisten his pipes, 
which take a beating on stage. Clarence 
routinely stays behind in the hotel room, 
sitting woodenly in a chair, waiting until 
the wee hours for his buddy — who not 
infrequently returns with a newfound 
friend of the female persuasion in tow.

On this memorable night, for reasons 
he still can’t explain, Birdie gets the wild 
hair and decides Clarence should tag 
along and make the bar scene. If Clar-
ence objects, he doesn’t let on.

So, there they are: Birdie and Clarence, 
perched side-by-side on their bar stools; 
the joint goes wild! Everybody and his 
brother wants to buy Clarence a drink, 
and before you know it, the little guy in 
the spiffy tuxedo has enough shots lined 
up in front of him to keep the 12 steppers 
at Betty Ford buzzed for a month. And 
the women! Whoa!

Clarence, you see, is a certified chick 
magnet, and in this smoky, small-town 
saloon the ladies simply cannot keep 
their hands off of him —which is just 
fine by Birdie, who is the ultimate ben-
eficiary of Clarence’s boyish allure.

It goes on for hours. When last call 
arrives, Clarence still has that dopey, 
lopsided grin splayed across his mug 
and Birdie’s swimming in a sea of babes. 
Everybody’s happy, and everybody’s got 
a story to tell — if only they can remem-
ber it the next day.

That was then. This is now.
Clarence is gone. Missing. Without a 

trace. Abducted. Stolen. Call it what you 
will. Clarence has vanished, and Birdie 
is beside himself —and more than just a 
little pissed. 

The cops (in the form of the Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office) are on the case, but 
Birdie is concerned they’re not taking 
the matter as seriously as they should. 
He’d like them to give it the full-bore, 
CSI-style treatment, but he’s not holding 
his breath — which is good, because it 
just ain’t gonna happen.

Still, Birdie hopes Clarence comes 
home safe and sound. He’s offered a 
$500 reward for his partner’s return, and 
he’s put up “missing” posters all over 
Bonita Springs, where Clarence was last 
seen. He got one tip, but it was bogus, 
sent in by a nut case with a sick sense 
of humor. Cases like this attract creeps 
like that.

So all Birdie can do is sit tight and plan 
for Clarence’s eventual homecoming, 
which promises to be a humdinger — if 
it comes to pass.

“When I get Clarence back,” Birdie 
says, “he’s going to every damn bar in 
this town.”

That should be something to see.

■    ■    ■

NO ONE, NOT EVEN BIRDIE, KNOWS 
Clarence’s exact age. Some 
estimates put him at close 
to 50, while others lowball 

him at 38. What is certain, though, is that 
Clarence is a hand-carved, wooden ven-
triloquist’s dummy of estimable quality. 
His eyebrows arch salaciously, his ears 
wiggle and his eyes blink — all of which 
are prized features in a dummy (or “fig-
ure” as such specimens are called in the 

field of ventriloquism).
Clarence is about 3 feet tall and, 

according to a sheriff’s report, was “last 
seen wearing tiny blue jeans, a tiny blue 
T-shirt and black-and-white sneakers, 
size small.”

“Clarence is top of the line,” says Bird-
ie, who paid $500 for his henna-headed 
sidekick in 1982, when Birdie was work-
ing as a clown for a small circus in Wyo-
ming. He estimates Clarence’s current 
value at $2,500. “He’s one of a kind and 
custom made.”

The “Birdie” in this story is Birdie 
McClaine, which is the stage name for 
Richard Parrott, a 52-year-old street per-
former and sometime handyman who 
lives on Fort Myers Beach. Mr. Parrott 
prefers to be known simply as Birdie 
and routinely refers to himself that way, 
even in non-performing situations. So, 
Birdie it is.

The precise date of Clarence’s disap-
pearance, like his age, is shrouded in 
mystery. Birdie was doing chores at a 
home in Bonita Springs last October. 
After completing his work, he discov-
ered that his 1990 silver Mercedes Benz 
420 SEL sedan with 160K on the odom-
eter would not start, which sometimes 
happens with luxury automobiles that 
have been purchased for $1,000. Clar-
ence reposed in his leather carrying case 
in the trunk of the car. 

Because Birdie’s landlord knew the 
tenant of the house where Birdie had 
been working all day, Birdie felt com-
fortable leaving his automobile — and 
Clarence — at the Bonita Springs domi-
cile. He intended to have the car towed 
forthwith to his digs on Fort Myers 
Beach, but, well, Birdie got busy with 
this and that, and by the time he got back 
to check on the car last month, nearly 
six months had elapsed. It was then 

that Birdie discovered Clarence was 
gone. Curiously, his carrying case — the 
little guy’s home away from home — 
remained undisturbed.

Birdie called the LCSO, and deputies 
were dispatched.

This is the point in the story where 
some friction develops. 

Birdie wanted investigators to fin-
gerprint the automobile and the carry-
ing case and generally treat the disap-
pearance as the Lindbergh kidnapping 
redux.

“If this was a real kid, they’d have 
impounded the car and done finger-
prints from head to toe,” he says. “And 
they could fingerprint the case (that 
held Clarence), too, if they wanted to. 
They still could, but they won’t. To me, I 
consider Clarence as my kid, and my kid 
went missing.”

A dispassionate observer might read 
the above quote and start hearing theme 
music from “The Twilight Zone.” But 
Birdie is quick to note that he knows full 
well that Clarence is, in final analysis, 
just a hunk of wood.

“Listen, I don’t sit and talk to Clarence 
in an empty room,” he says. “I mean, 
man, I’m not mentally disturbed or any-
thing, but I wonder where he is and 
what’s happened to him just like you’d 
wonder where your kid is, if he’d been 
kidnapped.”

Tony Schall, spokesman for the sher-
iff’s department, pooh-poohs sugges-
tions the investigation is anything but 
vigorous. Mr. Schall says that because 
Birdie’s Mercedes had been parked for 
months and was likely touched by an 
untold number of people during that 
time, fingerprinting would be fruitless 
in determining who snatched Clarence. 
Mr. Schall also points out there was 
no evidence of forced entry (meaning 
fewer clues left behind). Further, the 
spokesman says the leather case that 
held Clarence is a poor surface from 
which to extract prints.

Employing timeworn cop-speak, Mr. 
Schall characterizes the investigation as 
“ongoing.” But then, in an enviable burst 
of enthusiasm, he adds, “We look for-
ward to reuniting (Birdie and Clarence) 
at some point.”

“I’m just lettin’ (the sheriff’s depart-
ment) do their thing, man,” Birdie says. 
“I’m just hopin’ they find Clarence.” He 
even told the detective working the case 
that she’d be famous — a hero — if she 
found Clarence. “She’ll be on Fox News 
and everything. That’s what I told her. 
She said she wasn’t interested in that 
stuff.”

He takes a look at one of the “missing 
dummy” flyers he posted around Bonita 
Springs. The photograph shows Bird-
ie (who sports considerably more hair 
than he does now) pointing an index 
finger at Clarence, who makes goo-goo 
eyes in return.

“That’s kind of an old photograph,” 
Birdie allows. “Damn, I believe it was 
made about 12 years ago. Oh, well, the 
dummy hasn’t aged much at all.”

■    ■    ■

IF, GOD FORBID, CLARENCE DOES NOT 
return, the show goes on for 
Birdie McClaine. You can take 
that to the bank.

“If you’re a performer — a performer 
of any kind — it’s the only thing you 
want to do,” he says. “It’s what you have 
to do. Nothing stops you. It’s what you 
are born to do.”

A tanned, lean man who stands about 
5-foot-10, Birdie has the functional 
strength and defined musculature that 
come not from hoisting weights in some 
yuppified health club, but rather from 
years of constant and frenetic physical 
activity. On a recent day, he sat poolside 
at his small apartment complex on Fort 
Myers Beach decked out in “Cops” chic 
(a white wife-beater, Bermuda shorts 
and sandals) and mapped the road that 
led him from a dirt-poor upbringing in 
North Carolina to the odd and eccentric 
worlds of circuses, street performances, 
unicycles, stilts and ventriloquism.

He was 2 years old when his father 
died. At the age of 8, he went to the 
circus with his mother and fell in love 
with everything about the spectacle. He 
decided, then and there, that one day he 
would join the circus. Lots of kids har-
bor such a fantasy and quickly discard 
it. Not Birdie. He taught himself to ride 
a unicycle, to juggle and to tumble. He 
even learned how to throw his voice 
without moving his lips.

The guy was a natural. To the Big Top 
born.

At 18, he applied to Ringling Brothers 
Clown College and was accepted.

“We were so poor that we didn’t have 
a telephone, so they sent me a tele-
gram telling me that I was accepted,” he 
recalls. “About 4,000 people apply, and 
they only select 40 to 50.”

Birdie immediately bid adios to high 
school (he says he later received a GED) 
and headed for the circus’ training acad-
emy in Venice, Fla. After graduation, 
he worked four years as a Ringling 
clown. Rather than accept another one-
year contract with the circus, however, 
he quit and headed for Venice, Calif., 
where he honed his skills as a street 
performer.

From Venice, Birdie drifted to Key 
West, which is something like Broad-
way for street artists. There, he further 
refined his act and settled into a routine 
that included winters in Key West and 
summers in Boston.

Along the way, he found time to marry 
twice (both unions, including one to a 
French tap dancer, ended in divorce) 
and father a child (his 21-year-old son 
lives in northern Michigan). He does not 
see a third marriage in his future.

“I’m not a stable environment for a 
woman,” he says. “They like to have 
fun with me, but, man, for the long haul, 

DUMMY
From page 1
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Richard Parrott, aka Birdie McClaine, per-
forms in Times Square on Fort Myers Beach.
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know, they like to have nice things and 
stay somewhere nice.”

Eight years ago, Birdie gravitated to 
Fort Myers Beach and stays there pretty 
much year-round now. “Key West had 
gotten too crazy,” he says. “There are 
too many people there competing for 
too few places to perform.”

Along with a handful of other busk-
ers, he works the street, displaying his 
talents in Times Square near the public 
pier. A good day “on the street,” accord-
ing to Birdie, nets about a hundred 
bucks. “But some days you might get 
$500. That’s a big day.”

Sometimes he takes more traditional 
gigs that include (or should we say, 
included) Clarence. And he picks up odd 
jobs that “help pay the rent.” 

When he hits the road, he does so in 
his outfitted 1984 Chevy Sports Van, 
a battered, hulking brute of a vehicle 
that looks like it might have run point 
for Rommel across North Africa. Birdie 
loves to show it off.

“It’s got a stove, refrigerator and a 
bathroom,” he explains from somewhere 
deep within the vehicle’s dark, com-
modious interior. The van has covered 
148,000 miles so far, and Birdie says the 
end of this particular road is nowhere 
in sight.

As with Sinatra in “My Way,” when it 
comes to regrets, Birdie’s got a few, but 
then again, too few to mention.

“I’m not the type of person that wants 
a yard, a boat and a couple of cars and 
all the payments that keep you doing the 
same thing in the same place so you can 
pay for it all,” he says. “I’ve explored the 
world. I’ve been everywhere. Where I’ve 
been paid to go, people would have to 
spend a lot of money to visit.”

Still, health insurance and a little 
financial cushion wouldn’t be all bad. In 
this regard, Birdie looks ever-so-wistful-

ly toward his 57-year-old brother, who 
has long held a civilian job on a military 
installation in North Carolina.

“He’s got a wife and two kids he’s sent 
through college,” he says. “He’s the per-
fect example. He’s successful. He’s got 
money. He’s got his cars and his boats. 
But it’s a home environment, which I 

just could not do. He’s gonna retire with 
benefits and money. I’m not.

“To be honest, it’d be nice to be able 
to go to the doctor and not have to 
worry about owing a massive amount 
of money. But what the hell? I’m not 
complaining, man. Not complaining 
at all.”

■    ■    ■

BIRDIE SAYS THE LATEST WORD HE’S 
received from the detective 
handling Clarence’s case is 
that there might be a suspect, 

and that the possible perp is a teenager. 
The guy is in the Lee County lockup on 
an unrelated beef, and Birdie hopes the 
cops sweat him real good.

“I’ve believed all along that this was 
the work of some kid, probably a teen-
ager,” he says.

If Birdie could speak directly to Clar-
ence’s abductor, here’s what he would 
say: “Look, whoever you are, I know you 
don’t understand, but I am a performer 
and Clarence is my partner. I’ve been with 
him 28 years. Just get him back to me. I 
don’t necessarily want you to go to jail. I 
just want Clarence back. He means more 
to me than he’ll ever mean to you.”

The very thought of Clarence being 
used as a dart board by some Oxycontin-
addled adolescent in a bedroom adorned 
with posters of the Pussycat Dolls is bad 
enough. But what if Clarence has fallen 
into more sophisticated hands? What 
if he was taken by another performer? 
And what if — in the ultimate night-
mare scenario — Clarence makes it big? 
Becomes a star. Without Birdie. What 
if, at this moment, Clarence is working 
a major room in Vegas? Unlikely. But 
who can say? Until Clarence is found, 
the mystery endures and nothing is out 
of the question.

Clarence striking it rich without his 
compadre? Can’t see it, man. Can’t see it 
all. That’s too much bad karma for even 
the worst kind of pessimist to contem-
plate. Don’t go there. No, better to stay 
positive, upbeat.

Birdie and Clarence. What a pair. 
They were made for each other. 

And that’s that. ■

VANDY MAJOR/ FLORIDA WEEKLY 



Care Mobile
director earns
national award

Jules Mijares, director of the Ron-
ald McDonald Care Mobile program 
for CHS Healthcare, has received the 
Outstanding Migrant Health Public 
Service award from the National Asso-
ciation of Community Health Centers. 
The Care Mobile is a mobile pediatric 
medical and dental office that serves 
children who lack access to health 
care. As the program’s first employee 
and coordinator in 2004, Ms. Mijares 
worked to garner community support 
and acceptance of the mobile health 
concept. As the link to the community, 
she built the network of relationships 
that have been crucial to the contin-
ued success of the program. ■

Health department 
offers screenings 
for hepatitis

Tuesday through Thursday, May 
18-20, the Collier County Health Depart-
ment will provide free hepatitis screen-
ings and vaccines and free HIV testing 
to those who qualify based on risk. The 
services are offered in conjunction with 
World Hepatitis Day on May 19.

One in 12 people on the planet has 
the Hepatitis B or Hepatitis C virus, 
and yet the majority of those infected 
are unaware. In Collier County, there 
are an estimated 6,269 people living 
with Hepatitis C, or HCV. The three-
part vaccine normally costs $150.

Hepatitis clinic hours 8:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday, May 
18 and 20, and 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 19. Walk-ins will be 
accepted on these days only. To make 
an appointment for hepatitis or HIV/
AIDS services needed on other days, 
call 252-8593. ■

Marco seminar
is all about bones

A free seminar about osteoporosis 
takes place from 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 18, at the Marco I-Net Café on 
Marco Island. Participants will be able 
to enter a drawing for a free bone 
density test. For more information, 
call 970-0250. ■

Eye center doctor 
will discuss lasik

Dr. Jonathan Frantz will present a 
free seminar about iLASIK at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 19, at Florida Eye 
Health, 2100 Tamiami Trail N. RSVP 
by calling 430-3939 or register online 
at www.bettervision.net. ■

TO YOUR HEALTH
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HEALTHY LIVING
Local doctor, patents featured

on TV’s ‘The Fertility Chase’

“We are the care you give, the atten-
tion you pay, the courtesies you extend. 
Thank you for all you are doing.”

With those words from Connie Mer-
ritt, R.N., an author and our keynote 
speaker during National Nurses Week, 
we honored our 1,623 colleagues in the 
nursing department — nearly half our 
total employees, and the heart of NCH.

At the core of this week’s celebration 
was a “State of the Union” address from 
Chief Nursing Officer Michele Thoman. 
Along with Associate CNOs Laurie Zone-
Smith and Mariann Cashin, Ms. Thoman 
reviewed a year of achievement and 
advancement. The highlights included:  

In a year of significant changes, a nurs-
ing strategic plan was created and is pro-
gressing nicely into the implementation 
phase. The Professional Alliance Council 
and committees on Professional Devel-
opment, Shared Governance, Recruit-
ment/Retention/Recognition, Quality, 
Nursing Model, Technology, Commu-
nication, Research and Community are 
either already functioning or about to 

start. The overall goal of shared gover-
nance means having nursing lead and 
manage nursing care. Both patients and 
nurses benefit when those who spend the 
most time with a patient and their family 
lead and manage the care.  

Included among our colleagues in 
nursing are 821 RNs, 250 care techni-
cians, 39 LPNs, 145 unit secretaries and 
many others with diverse duties ranging 
from techs to therapists to managers to 
educators. During 2009, we added 351 
colleagues, and the RN vacancy rate has 
dropped in half to 5 percent from slightly 
over 10 percent six months ago. 

We do a confidential employee sur-
vey assessing nursing satisfaction. The 
survey shows good results relating to 
meaningful work, staying at NCH, rec-
ommending NCH to family and friends 
as well as feeling accomplished. Shared 
governance should enhance those posi-
tive feelings. 

One current focus in nursing quality is 
restraint avoidance along with pressure 
sore, fall, central line and ventilator-
associated pneumonia prevention. All 
hospitals face these serious challenges, 
and our patients are doing well on these, 
with excellent nursing care supported 
by the latest in technology and “best 
practices.”

Including our busiest month of March, 

patient satisfaction has taken an upward 
trend since January when a task force 
started working in departments that 
affect our overall rating and “likelihood 
to recommend.” 

The next mile on the journey includes 
career ladder development, a staffing/
scheduling system accessible from the 
Internet, both an internal and external 
Web site, and more input from nurs-
ing to continuously improve the quality 
and comfort of the patient experience. 
Cerner technology, including telemetry 
enhancements and IV pumps that down-
load information seamlessly, is just a few 
of the tools coming online to help nurses 
stay at a patient’s bedside.

Let me close with more words from this 
week’s keynote speaker, Connie Merritt, 
again saluting the outstanding intelligence 
and caring of our nursing colleagues:

  “You are what people see when they 
arrive here. Yours are the eyes they look 
into when they’re frightened and lonely. 
Yours are the voices people hear when 
they ride the elevators and when they 
try to sleep and when they try to forget 
their problems. Yours is the intelligence 
and caring that people hope they’ll find 
here.” ■ 

 
— Dr. Allen Weiss is president and 

CEO of the NCH Healthcare System. 

A salute to the nursing staff

STRAIGHT TALK

allenWEISS
allen.weiss@nchmd.org  

For the one in eight couples diagnosed 
with infertility, the struggle to have a baby 
is often a private and painful journey. But 
with advances in treatment options and 
increased access to reproductive care, 
more patients are dispelling the myths 
and sharing their “family building” expe-
riences publicly.

To highlight advances in fertility care, 
reproductive endocrinologist Dr. Craig 

Sweet of Specialists 
in Reproductive Med-
icine and Surgery and 
several of his patients 
are featured in a seg-
ment of “The Fertility 
Chase” airing at 8:30 
a.m. Saturday, May 15, 
on WE TV, the Wom-
en’s Entertainment 
cable network.

For Sanibel residents Walter and Amy 
Costello, publicly sharing their journey 
through infertility is a chance to help 
negate the stigma that is often attached to 
fertility treatment.  

“Infertility is still somewhat of a ‘taboo’ 
subject, and participating in the show is an 
opportunity to debunk the myths,” Mrs. 
Costello says. “What many people don’t 
realize is that infertility is a medical con-
dition. We sought treatment for infertility 
in the same way we would seek treatment 
for cancer or any other disease.”

After several years of trying to con-
ceive naturally, the couple was referred 
to Dr. Sweet, who diagnosed Mrs. Cos-
tello with stage IV endometriosis, one of 
the leading causes of female infertility. 
He recommended the couple consider in 

vitro fertilization (IVF).
During the IVF process, 

Mrs. Costello’s eggs were 
surgically retrieved, then 
fertilized with her hus-
band’s sperm. Days later, 
Dr. Sweet implanted two 
embryos into Mrs. Cos-
tello’s uterus. The couple 
chose to save their remain-
ing four embryos through a 
process called cryopreser-
vation or embryo freez-
ing. An estimated 500,000 
embryos are currently in 
cryopreservation in the 
United States.

“In addition to minimiz-
ing the opportunity for mul-
tiple births, cryopreserva-
tion gives families like the 
Costellos the opportunity 
to have more children in the 
future,” the doctor explains. 
“In the event that couples 
choose not to transfer and 
use all of their remaining 
embryos, they are given 
the option to destroy the 
embryos, donate them to 
research or to donate their 
embryos to other fertility 
patients who have chosen 
this option to build their 
family.”

“In our case, we hope to use our embry-
os to grow our family someday,” says Amy 
Costello. “However, should we decide not 
to do so, we have indicated our wishes 
to give the gift of life to another family 
through embryo donation.”

Less than two weeks after the embry-

os were implanted, the couple received 
long-awaited news: “We are expecting a 
baby boy, due on June 20, Father’s Day,” 
Mrs. Costello says. “It was a long, emo-
tionally and financially difficult journey, 
but we couldn’t be happier. We are truly 
blessed.” ■◗
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SWEET
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Walter and Amy Costello

Ronald McDonald with Jules Mijares



Moving. Parts.

Combining Talent with Technology for Active People 
in Bonita & Estero.
Our orthopedic surgeons are at the forefront in their field.  We’ve combined 
them with the latest technological advances available, newly expanded surgical 
suites and a nursing and rehabilitation team of specialists highly trained in the 
care of the orthopedic patient.  It’s this winning combination that helps us treat 
thousands of people with bone, joint, muscle, and spine problems each year.  
And, it’s why we’ve been chosen as one of the Thomson Reuters Healthcare “Top 
100 Hospitals” for orthopedics. 
 
Our All-Star Total joint Center is one of the busiest hospitals for joint replacement 
in the U.S. and one of only a handful of wellness based joint replacement centers 
in the country.  Lee Memorial Health System and our expert physicians and care 
team continue to provide solutions to keep you active with less pain.

World class health care is closer than you think. 

www.HealthyBonitaEstero.org
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Diversify 
Your Assets 

Invest In 

Diversify your 
portfolio

Gold buy or sell

 PERSONAL SERVICE
 COMPETITIVE

 INTEGRITY

Commodity Professionals 
With Over 100 Years

Combined ExperienceFor more information call 888-6dginow and speak with one of  

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE GOLD REPORT . . .

TV is topic at Naples 
Press Club meeting 
What does the future hold for tele-

vision viewers? Thousands of chan-
nels? Cable or direct TV? Hi-def or 
fiber optic? With federal deregulation 
of the telecommunications industry, 
there is an emergence of competi-
tion to rising cable prices. More open 
access to such competition is under 
discussion by many local condomini-
um associations.

Members and guests of the Naples 
Press Club will find out more at at 
11:30 a.m. Thursday, May 27, at the 
Bellasera Hotel. Guest speakers will be 
Corey Hayes of Mastec and DIRECTV 
and Erik Zimmer of CenturyLink.

Cost of the luncheon and meeting is 
$20 for members and $25 for guests. 
RSVP by e-mailing rsvp@naplespress-
club.org or register online at www.
naplespressclub.org. ■

Women’s Republican 
Club plans luncheon 
The Women’s Republican Club of 

Naples Federated Inc. holds its next 
luncheon meeting Friday, May 14, at the 
Country Club of Naples. Jack Tymann, 
retired president of Westinghouse Inter-
national and chairman of Naples-based 
SEP World, will be the guest speaker.  

Social hour begins at 11:30 a.m. Cost is 
$20. For reservations, call Pat Wagner 
at 598-9833. For more information about 
the club, call 566-8138. ■

Jackson Labs VP will 
address

Marco luncheon
The Marco Police Foundation holds 

its next “Lunch with the Chief” at noon 
Wednesday, May 19, at the Island Coun-
try Club. Keynote speaker Michael 
Hyde, vice president for advancement 
and external relations with The Jackson 
Laboratory of Bar Harbor, Me., will dis-
cuss the company’s possible establish-
ment of a genetics research institute in 
Southwest Florida.

Cost is $22 per person. For reserva-
tions, call 248-7419. ■

Adventure 
is the ticket

for new society 
There’s a new ticket in town for those 

who seek travel adventure but don’t 
want to go it alone. The Exploration 
Society is the brainchild of Jen Mitchell 
and Cassie McMillion of Betty Maclean 
Travel. 

Members and anyone interested in 
learning more about the society are 
invited to a mixer from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 24, at Haskell’s Wine 
and Spirits on Pine Ridge Road. The 
evening will include a discussion about 
adventures in Chile as well as a Chilean 
wine tasting. For more information, 
e-mail ExplorationSociety@BettyMa-
cleanTravel.com. ■

CLUB NOTES

bill as follows:
■ $10 million in Jobs for the Unem-

ployed tax credits, provided to any 
qualified targeted industry business 
that hires someone who is unem-
ployed. Businesses are eligible for 
a $1,000 tax credit per qualified 
employee.

■ $15 million for the Quick Action 
Closing Fund to ensure the state can 
attract new, and expand existing, 
high-impact businesses.

■ Expanding the Qualified Target 
Industry Tax Refund program.

■ $3 million in Local Government 
Matching Grants (individual grants 
can be up to $50,000).

■ $4 million in Defense Infrastruc-
ture Grants.

■ Lowering the threshold to 
qualify for High Impact Performance 
Incentive Grants.

■ $3 million in Research Commer-
cialization Matching Grants to assist 
small businesses seeking federal 
research and development funding.

■ $2 million to expand the Eco-
nomic Gardening Pilot Program, a 
loan program for small businesses. 

■  $2 million in State University 
Research Commercialization Assis-
tance Grants.

■  $19.8 million to Space Florida 
from multiple programs to provide 
opportunities for space businesses and 
the Space Coast workforce.

■ A five-year, $242 million trans-
ferable tax credit incentive program 
for Florida’s film and entertainment 
industry. 

There are many things that didn’t 
get done, however, and that might 
be revisited next session. A wide-
ranging transformation of Florida’s 
Medicaid program did not happen 
this year. The senate had proposed 
a 19-county expansion of the state’s 
current five-county pilot program, 
putting a quarter of a million low-
income citizens into managed care. 

The legislature spent another year 
talking about oil drilling in state 
waters, but no bill on the matter 
came to the floor. It was just as well. 
The severity of the Deepwater Hori-
zon spill was just becoming apparent 
as the session closed on April 30. 
There is talk that Gov. Crist could 
ask lawmakers to return to Tallahas-
see for a special session to ban off-
shore drilling. ■

APPROVAL
From page 1

>> Veto power
As of this writing, Gov. Charlie Crist still holds 
the power to veto many of the measures passed 
by the legislature. Any part of the $70.4 billion 
is subject to rejection. Before the session had 
fi nished, the governor torpedoed a bill sup-
ported by conservatives that would have tied 
teacher pay directly to teacher performance. 
While teachers applauded the governor’s move, 
other groups now hope he might decide to 
eradicate other measures passed primarily by a 
Republican-controlled legislative body.
>> How it works
Unlike the federal legislative process, where bills 
require the president’s signature to become law, 
the reverse is true in Florida. Once a bill reaches 
the governor’s desk (and it can take weeks to 
get there after the legislature has passed it) the 
clock starts ticking for 15 days. If the governor 
fails to sign the bill within that time period, the 
bill automatically becomes law. 

in the know

ISLAND PARK TRAVEL
239-433-1660

ISLAND PARK TRAVEL 

$999  

THE HOME OF EVERY SMILE
Patricia Primero, DDS

 

(239) 254-4480
MOST

INSURANCE
ACCEPTED

SPECIAL FOR 
THE MONTH 

OF MAY
ZOOM teeth 

whitening
Regular $575.00 

Special $349.00

2010 District I 
Conference
Hosted by the Neapolitan Chapter

leadership, education, networking
support and national recognition, 

Neapolitan Chapter | Naples, FloridaMark your calendars for the business women’s event of the year. 
Naples Beach Hotel & Golf Club

FOR MORE INFORMATION or to REGISTER, reserve exhibit space or sponsor please visit:  

www.abwaneapolitan.org
Conference Co-Chairs: Toby Buerger & Sandy Waite
T

Proudly supported by these participating companies:

Through 

we continue to expand our reach...

AMERICAN BUSINESS WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION ®
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The thrill of the hunt 
with every shot. 

Tame the beast—the next fairway on Tom Fazio’s two  
courses at Bonita Bay East.  Where will you find  

the thrill of golf?  Your hunt ends here.

DAILY PLAY.
as low as $60 per player 
book a tee time: 
BonitaBayEast.com   
or call 239-353-5100. 
On Immokalee Rd., 6 miles east of I-75. 

Rates and availability to play, subject to change without notice. 

A young loggerhead turtle is mak-
ing herself at home and on view to the 
public in the new 2,000-gallon Patch 
Reef aquarium at the Conservancy of 
Southwest Florida. On May 7, she was 
transferred from the smaller tank that 
had been her home for more than a 
year. The larger aquarium more closely 
resembles the natural oceanic envi-
ronment the turtle will eventually be 
released into. 

During the 2008 sea turtle nesting 
season, the turtle participated in a study 
by researchers at Florida Atlantic Uni-
versity on the sex ratio of loggerhead 
hatchlings. Following the study, she 
came to the Conservancy from the 
Boca Raton Sea Turtle Conservation 
and Research Program and will live at 
the Conservancy for two to three years 
before being released into the wild. The 
purpose of her stay at the Conservancy 

is to allow her to grow to nearly 18 inch-
es in length and for her to serve as an 
ambassador for her species to educate 
the public about protecting sea turtles.

Conservancy staff will continue its 
policy of limited physical contact with 
the turtle in order to prevent her from 
becoming overly habituated to interac-
tions with people. This will give her a 

better chance of growing to adulthood 
when she is released into the wild.

Sea turtle nesting season began May 1 
and lasts through October.

Tips for sea turtle season
➤ Limit night activities on the beach 

and abide by county restrictions con-
cerning lights on the beach. There 
should be no exterior lighting visible 
from the beach. 

➤ Never disturb turtles, nests or 
hatchlings. 

➤ Volunteer with a beach cleanup 
effort to protect turtles from ingesting 
or becoming ensnared in paper and 
plastic products. 

➤ Call the Conservancy at 403-4216 
if you see any turtle in distress, and 
support preservation efforts by becom-
ing a member and donor. 

➤ Call local authorities if you see 
anyone violating laws concerning turtle 
protection. ■

Convervancy moves loggerhead into her new aquarium home
SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

The Naples Pathways Coalition, Com-
munity Traffic Safety Team and the 
Collier County Health Department are 
encouraging everyone to bike to work 
on Friday, May 21, as part of National 
Bike Month. 

The Collier County Health Depart-
ment promotes safe bicycling and walk-
ing to encourage residents to become 
more active. In Collier County, 59.6 

oercent of adults are overweight and/
or obese, and 41.4 percent of high 
school students are inactive, accord-
ing to 2007 statistics from the Com-
munity Health Assessment Resource 
Tool Set.

Also keep in mind that 1 gallon of 
gasoline produces 20 pounds of carbon 
dioxide, so even small changes in your 
transportation routine can make a posi-
tive impact in the environment.

The Collier County Health Depart-
ment recommends the following bicy-
cle safety:

➤ Always wear a helmet. 
➤ Install bike lights and use them 

when riding between dawn and dusk.

➤ Have your bike checked over by 
your local bike shop.

➤ Ride in the right-most lane that 
goes in the direction you are traveling.

➤ A bike lane is the safest place 
to ride. If forced to use a sidewalk, 
use extreme caution when crossing an 
entrance to a parking lot, driveway, 
community, shopping center, etc.

➤ Obey all stop signs, traffic lights 
and lane markings.

➤ Look before you change lanes or 
signal a turn; indicate your intention, 
then act.

➤ Be visible and predictable at all 
times. Wear bright clothing and signal 
turns. Ride defensively. ■

Grab your helmet,
pedal to the office on 

Bike To Work Day 

Women, Opportunity, 
Wealth lectures

focus on women’s 
financial futures

Women, Opportunity,
Wealth lectures

focus on women’s 
financial futures

The Naples Trust Company pres-
ents “What Every Woman Needs to 
Know about Her Financial Future,” 
four lectures about what you need 
to do today in order to take care of 
tomorrow.

Part of the Women, Opportunity, 
Wealth program designed by Adria 
Starkey, the free programs begin 
Tuesday, May 18, and will be held 
from 10-11:30 a.m. in the Encore Bank 
building at 3003 Tamiami Trail N. 

In the first session, “We’ll answer 
the question: Where are your docu-
ments, and what should be in place 
now in the case of an emergency?” 
says Ms. Starkey, who is president of 
The Naples Trust Company. Subse-
quent sessions and topics are: 

➤ Tuesday, June 1: “Understand-
ing Your Estate Plan” and “Women’s 
Health and Wellness”

➤ Monday, June 7: “How Much 
Money Do I Need?”

➤ Tuesday, June 22: “A View 
of the Economy” — “This is the 
economic view from 30,000 feet 
down to your own investment strat-
egy,” Ms. Starkey says. “We’ll start 
globally and then get a bit more 
personal.”

For more information and to 
reserve a seat at any of the four lec-
tures, call 774-4000. Registration is 
limited to 15 for each session. ■

COURTESY PHOTO

The young loggerhead turtle in the tank

900 Neapolitan Way
(Corner of US 41 & Neapolitan Way, Naples in the Neapolitan Shopping Center)

239.434.9700 • Open Daily 10-6 • Sundays 12-5
OohLaLaNaples.com

It Only Looks Expensive
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Pets of the Week

To adopt a pet
Collier County Domestic Animal Services is at 

7610 Davis Blvd. Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday. Adoptions begin at 11 a.m. 
and are processed through closing time. Adop-
tion fees are $60 for cats and $85 for dogs and 
include spay/ neuter surgery, a bag of pet food, 
pet’s license and a micro-chip ID. Call 252-PETS 
(7387) or visit DAS online to search for a lost pet 
or fi nd a new pet at www.collierpets.com.

>>Precious 
is a 9-year-
old black and 
tan miniature 
pinscher. 
Don’t let her 
age fool you. 
She still has 
lots of love to 
share.

>>Bruno is 
an 8-month-
old retriever-
terrier mix. 
He’s full of fun 
and loves to 
play catch. He 
also knows his 
basic com-
mands and 
walks very well 
on a leash.

>>Peter is 
a neutered 
domestic 
short-hair 
who’s about 
5 months 
old. He’s 
very friendly 
and likes 
other cats 
as well as 
people.

You’ll love our $1,250  LASIK
It’s our way of saying Thank You for 

four years in Naples and Bonita.

SURPRISE!

So grab your phone and call 

(239) 949.2021
or visit www.bonitaeye.com

Hwy 41 at Coconut Rd.

PE
R 
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E

STEPHEN E. PASCUCCI, MD, FACS

For Reservati ons Call 239-403-3020

DAY TRIPS
NOW AVAILABLE! BOOK

NOW!
KEY
WEST
KEY
WEST

239-261-7157 • www.WynnsOnline.com • 141 Ninth Street North • Naples

Free with a $20.00 
Grocery Order
4 lb. Bag of Oranges

Great For Juice
With Coupon

While Supplies Last

Free with a $15.00 
Grocery Order
Wynn’s Fresh Baked 

Italian Bread
With Coupon

While Supplies Last

For over 70 years offering Wholeseome fresh products 
to our customers. Wynns is now carrying a large selection 

of Natural, Organic, and Gluten-Free products.

With proper introductions, 
cats and dogs can get along

to place puppies and dogs often know if 
an animal has successfully lived with a 
cat, or they will test to see how the pet 
behaves in the presence of one.

If you have a dog and are planning 
to bring in a cat, start working on your 
pet’s obedience before you add the new 
animal. Your dog should be comfortable 
on a leash and be trained well enough 
to mind your requests for him to stay in 
either a “sit” or “down” position while on 
that leash.

For the cat’s own comfort, he should be 
confined during the early stages of intro-
duction to a small area (such as a second 
bathroom or guest bedroom) where he 
can feel safe while becoming acclimated 
to the sounds and smells of the dog. Be 
sure the room has everything he needs, 
and make sure he has frequent one-on-
one visits with human family members.

After a couple of days with the cat 
sequestered, put the dog on leash and 
open the door to the cat’s room. Allow 
the animals to see one another, and do 
not allow the dog to chase the cat, even 

in play. Use “sit-stay” 
or “down-stay” to keep 
the dog in place while 
the cat gets used to his 
calm presence. Don’t 
force the cat to interact 
with the dog; if the cat 
wishes to view the dog 
from the darkest recess-
es underneath the bed, 
so be it. Reward the 
good behavior of both 
animals with treats and 
praise.

Keep the dog on leash 
for a couple of weeks in 

the cat’s presence, and always make sure 
the cat has a way to escape from the dog, 
such as putting a baby gate across the 
door to the safe area. Build up the time 
the animals spend together, and continue 
to make the introductions rewarding with 
more treats and praise.

When the dog isn’t interested in both-
ering the cat, and the cat feels secure 
enough to come out from under the bed, 
you can take off the leash and let them 
get on with their new lives together. How 
long it will take to get to this step will 
depend on the animals involved, and you 
must work at their pace.

It’s not uncommon for dogs and cats to 
become friends and to enjoy each other’s 
company. Take the time to manage your 
cat-dog introduction properly, and you 
could be setting up a friendship that will 
last for the rest of your pets’ lives.  ■

Can cats and dogs get along? While cats 
and dogs scheming against each other is a 
comedic staple, millions of real-life cats 
and dogs live in harmony, and millions of 
people feel no family would be complete 
without at least one of each pet.

Getting a dog and cat to accept one 
another can be difficult, though, as any-
one who’s tried to introduce them knows. 
There are some basic steps to getting both 
pets to at least call an interspecies truce.

Under no circumstances should cat-dog 
introductions be handled by throwing the 
animals together and letting them work 
out things on their own. That method is 
far too stressful even in the best of cir-
cumstances. It’s also important to keep in 
mind that introductions can be danger-
ous, usually for the cat. Some dogs see 
cats as prey, and even those dogs who are 
generally easygoing may react instinc-
tively to a cat on the run, attacking the 
smaller animal.

Introductions must be supervised and 
handled with planning, care and patience.

If you have a cat and are planning to 
bring in a dog, try to find an animal who 
is known to be accepting of cats. Shelters, 
rescue groups or private parties looking 

PET TALES
Harmonic convergence

BY DR. MARTY BECKER & GINA SPADAFORI_______________________________
Universal Uclick

Get Florida Weekly delivered 
to your mailbox for only

$2995*

PER YEAR

*Rates are based on standard rate postage. A one-year in-county subscription will cost $29.95 to 
cover shipping and handling. Call for out-of-county and out-of-state postage and pricing options.

Subscribe online at www.FloridaWeekly.com or Call 239.325.1960
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Fifth Third Bank, Member FDIC.

Reduce hunger in  
our community.

Donate non-perishable food items  
at any one of our South Florida  

banking center locations during May. 

For questions or locations, please call 239-591-6507.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

www.53.com

MUSINGS

R x
rx@floridaweekly.com

“You love justice and hate evil.  There-
fore, O God, your God has anointed you, 
pouring out oil of joy on you more than 
on anyone else.”    

— Hebrews 1:9

Going back in personal time, I can 
find clear child memories of iridescent 
puddles.  I would bend down over them, 
turning them into vast oceans with sur-
faces awash with rainbows.  And as the 
sun shone down creating light show, I 
vaguely remember adult explanation, 
which bore for me no merit and merited 
no interest. Only the wonder of the pres-
ent phenomenon lived.  I did not care 
that the puddle was really merely dirty.  
Don’t touch that.  There’s oil floating in 
the water.  It’s dirty.  

If I had been listening, the oil of glad-
ness would have grown an ugly under-
belly.  But for me there was nothing to 
salvage.  There was only salve and no 
disease for healing or remediation.

But now the catastrophic BP oil spill 
is one of the worst environmental disas-
ters in U.S. history.  There are too many 
factoids already.  I don’t need to add fuel 
to that firewater.  I am looking for the 
buried treasure of my lost innocence.  

We say “petroleum,” literally rock oil, or 
“mineral oil.”  But that is only because there 
is no organic source within the miniscule 
human time frame.  Oil is from life, from 
diatoms the size of pinheads that thrived 
in ancient geologic time over 300 million 
years ago.  These little organisms lived, 
died, and were buried.  And now they rise 
to gift humans with 40 percent of the total 
planet energy usage.And 99 percent of 
the energy used to move cars and trucks.  
There is no possibility of re-gifting. 

Jacob, the ancient Hebrew patriarch 
who stole his older brother’s birthright, 
had an extraordinary dream.  His head 
on a rock, he dreamed a ladder con-
necting earth and heaven, with angels 
going up and down, back and forth 
between the earth and the divine 
presence. The shock and awe he 
felt upon rising compelled Jacob 
to designate this spot as sacred.  
He placed his stone pillow on a 
pillar and poured oil over it.

The pouring of oil is a com-
plex sacred act.  Its extravagant 
pouring out is a sign of the divine 
breath, of the divine presence.  
And, as sign of the divine, the 
pouring of oil is powerful invoca-
tion of rejuvenation, of healing, of 
penance, of embalming.

Oil is of the essence.  It holds 
the smell that can go straight into 
the brain, unmediated. No words 
are required. The mere aroma 
promises, evokes, heals.  

His betrayer, Judas of Iscariot, criti-
cized Jesus for allowing expensive oil to 
be extravagantly poured over his feet.  
And scholars still argue over the identity 
of she who poured.  And as the many 
hypotheses fly — whore, prophet, wife 
— I again am deaf, as I was in childhood.  
I only see the iridescence: the lustrous 
rainbow-like play of color caused by dif-
ferential refraction of light waves that 

change as the angle 
of view changes.  

Today I struggle to remember the holy, 
the consecrated, the sacred set apart, the 
healed, the essential.

Today I see only the eyes of birds 
blackened and sickened.  I see the insu-
lation of feathers reduced and bird bod-
ies less buoyant, verging on flightless.  I 
see preening caused poisoning. 

I see the sickened eyes of sea mam-
mals.  I see ocean waters muddied into 
photosynthetic reduction as light itself 
is trapped.  

Where is the balm of Gilead?  Where 
is the oil of gladness? The balm of Gilead 
is still carried by traders who escort the 
enslaved Joseph, sold by his brothers out 
of jealousy. The oil of gladness is still 
presumed given without equanimity.  

My piracy is iridescent. It is born from 
the play of point of view change.  Let’s 
grease our frozen, stuck logic.  Grace 
Slick sang it well:  When the truth is 
found to be lies and all the joy within 
you dies, don’t you need somebody to 
love?  Wouldn’t you love somebody to 
love?  You better find somebody to love. 
Anybody. Better yet, all bodies. Now. No 
time to waste. ■

Slick grace 

— Rx is the FloridaWeekly muse who 
hopes to inspire profound mutiny in all 
those who care to read. Our Rx may be 
wearing a pirate cloak of invisibility, but 
emanating from within this shadow is 
hope that readers will feel free to respond. 
Who knows: You may even inspire the 
muse. Make contact if you dare.
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Only at the Robb & Stucky Worldwide Distribution Facility on Plantation Road in Fort Myers. This sale is not at the main Robb & Stucky Showrooms or Furniture Outlets.

The Robb & Stucky Warehouse Sale
14550 Plantation Road between Daniels and Six Mile Cypress in Fort Myers 

Take I-75 to exit 131 (Daniels Parkway). Go west on Daniels 
to Plantation Road and turn left. Look for the signs!

For information visit us on the web at www.robbstucky.com

• Hickory Chair
• Henredon
• Century
• Stanley
• Bernhardt
• Lexington

• Hancock & Moore
• Marge Carson
• Ferguson Copeland
• Sligh
• Maitland-Smith
• Gloster

• Cast Classics
• Brown Jordon
• Woodard
• Lloyd Flanders
• Laneventure

and more!

All sales are ‘As Is.’ All sales are Final. No returns. No refunds. No exchanges. No repairs. 
Paid in full at time of purchase. Must take delivery within 5 days. Pick-ups must be within 48 hours.

Cash/Visa/MC/Discover/American Express Only – No Checks.

Save on Famous Brands like... 

SAME DAY DELIVERY AVAILABLE
Delivery Fee: Minimum $95 or 5% of Sales Slip

At Our Worldwide Distribution Facility
on Plantation Road in Fort Myers

$2 MILLION
WAREHOUSE

SALE • Friday May 14
• Saturday May 15
• Sunday May 16
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ROBB & STUCKY
Distribution Facility

Coconut Road

ROBB & STUCKY
CASUAL LIVING OUTDOOR

SPECIAL SALE HOURS!
Fri and Sat 8am–6pm 
Sunday 10am–4pm

3
Days!

3
Days!

SAVEon Furniture · AccentsAssorted Accessories†and more! †While quantities last

HUGE
Markdowns!

Save up to 75% and more

on Bedding Ensembles

and Package Linens.

Outstanding Savings on
Furniture for Every Room! 

Sofas • Sleep Sofas • Chairs • Armoires • Cocktail Tables • Accents 
Bedrooms • Dining Tables • Recliners • Mattresses, Box Springs

Odds and Ends • Bedding Ensembles and More!

Plus, a huge selection of
Patio Furniture! 

Dining Sets • Lounge Chairs • Chaise Lounges • Accents

FROM THE WORLD’S
BEST MANUFACTURERS!

For 3 days only, the Robb & Stucky Worldwide Distribution Facility 
is open to the public and SW Florida has never seen such a sale! 

It's a treasure trove of fabulous finds from the finest names 
and the brands you love! 
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WEEK 
at-a-glance

Explorers connect
See who found their way
to The Exploration Society’s
most recent mixer. B8 

See them all 
Tour models, meet designers 
in six Bonita Bay high-rises
this weekend. B9 

What can be learned from the recent 
panic and monetary authority fix? Within 
less than seven days, there have been seri-
ous worldwide stock market declines, a 
mini U.S. stock market crash and a trillion-
dollar package of debt and currency solu-
tions thrown at these and the European 
related problems.

On Thursday, May 6, the world equity 
markets were already in downdrafts when, 
in the U.S., supposedly a $1.6 million trade 
was wrongly entered as $1.6 billion. 

That “oops” caused a U.S. market decline 
of close to 6 percent within a 30-minute 

period and it almost 
caused a daily “limit 
down” in the S& P 
futures. The futures 
market came within 
an angel’s breadth of 
closing for the day. 
(A limit down is a mechanism to end or 
control runaway panics. Ten percent is the 
downside threshold for the S&P futures.) 

By May 9, the world’s monetary authori-
ties had created a quick fix — a trillion-dol-
lar-plus “solution” fashioned over a week-
end. The purpose was to stem the decline in 

the Euro (and rush 
into dollars and 
gold) and to prop 
up the prices of 
the sovereign debt 
of the other debt 
challenged Euro-

pean countries (e.g. Spain, Portugal, Ireland 
and Italy, also known as the PIIGS). 

The monetary authorities wanted to halt 
the fear of holding these European assets — 
though rational and factually based — from 
spreading throughout the world. They want-
ed to make sure that there was not another 

run on the European banks for dollar loans 
and conversion into dollars (as there was in 
2008-2009) and restore (more likely inflate) 
the values of the sovereign debt bonds. The 
reason was so that these countries can still 
issue debt and the European banks — which 
own billions of such debt — are not sud-
denly insolvent because they have to show 
current value of bad loans.  

What can be leaned from the panic and 
the fix? 

First, there were trading issues related

The can is kicked down the street

SEE MONEY, B7 

On the Move
It’s good business to know
who’s going where, doing what
on the local business front. B4 

Commercial real estate 
discounts abound 

If unforgiving capitalism’s Great 
Recession could be viewed partly as a 
metaphorical wildfire — clearing out 
the underbrush of inflated appraisals 
or, sadly, failed businesses, and mak-
ing room for new growth — then Kirk 
DeVries is a fresh sapling in a charred 
landscape. It was only five years ago in 
real time, but seemingly a lot longer in 
hard-living recessionary years, when his 
business, The Backyard Bird Company, 
was suffering a conflict of interests. 

The national economy was peaking, 
and Mr. DeVries’s company had grown. 
But his 1998 venture selling birdhouses 
online and shipping them out of his 

garage in Punta Gorda (while he worked 
full time at the post office), had put a 
strain on domestic life with his wife and 
two young daughters. What he needed 
was commercial space — space that he 
couldn’t afford. He dreamed of owning a 
warehouse and office of his own, but at 
2005 prices it just wasn’t possible. 

All that changed for him earlier this 
year when, with the help of a loan, he 
bought 1,980 square feet of flex space 
near Interstate 75 and U.S. 41 in south 
Charlotte County. From his new ware-
house, with a small, air-conditioned 
office, he can see a lake and birds roost-
ing from the window. The new digs cost 
him less than half of the $225,000 to 
$240,000 he had been quoted five years 
ago on smaller spaces.

“I had a growing business but I couldn’t 
afford to move out of the house,” said 
Mr. Devries, 47. “And then, once every-
thing tanked, I was able to look into it. I 
couldn’t have done it unless this market 
crashed.” He laughs. “That’s the truth 
right there. I wouldn’t be where I am.”

Southwest Florida for sale or rent
There are many deals out there for 

budding businessmen like Mr. DeVries, 
and have been for at least a year, but 
interest has been slow to build. At indus-
trial warehouses and office buildings 
from Fifth Avenue in Naples to Metro 
Parkway in Fort Myers, and at strip 
malls from Tamiami Trail in Port

SEE COMMERCIAL, B5 
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Sunbelt Offi  ce Furniture
Naples

239-566-2857

Offi  ce Furniture & Design

239-337-1212

Let us create a healing 
environment for your patients

www.ofdc-inc.com
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Learn about Exactech 
and Optetrak®: the
Peter Jacobsen Knee
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Individual results vary. With any surgery, there are potential risks
and recovery times may differ depending on the patient.

FREE SEMINAR & GOLF CLINIC

Learn how knee replacement surgery helped Peter Jacobsen get back 
into the swing of things and how it can help you return to the active 
lifestyle you deserve.

TUESDAY, MAY 18, 2010 
3:00 - 4:00 pm 

Tiburón Golf Club 
2620 Tiburón Drive, Naples, FL 

To reserve your seat or for more info: 
Call 1-800-EXACTECH ext. 244
or visit www.exac.com/PJFL

Guest Speaker:
Dr. Morton Bertram

Golf Clinic Host:
Peter Jacobsen

Sponsored by

Keith and Doug Daubmann knew from 
a young age that they would someday be 
running their family’s Mr. ShowerDoor 
business. But Bill Daubmann didn’t want 
to just hand over the reins to his sons 
until they fully appreciated the company 
he and his wife, Donna, had built. 

Though he welcomed the extra set of 
hands after school and during summers, 
Bill encouraged his boys to get jobs else-
where as soon as they were of age. “He 
knew I wasn’t ready to fully appreciate 
what I had available to me,” says Keith. 
“He knew I would appreciate it more if I 
worked for someone else first.”

And that’s just what the boys did. Keith 
went to work at the largest food wholesal-
er in the United States and Doug became 
a car salesman. “It’s amazing how we 
both migrated back to him,” says Doug.

With the boys completely on board, Bill 
and Donna started thinking about taking 
some time for them. A winter home in 
Florida seemed like the best way to do 
that, but when the boys accompanied 
them on a visit to the Gulf coast, plans 
quickly changed. 

“We asked if we could all move here,” 
Keith says. In fact, the boys encouraged 
Bill and Donna to sell their Mr. Show-
erDoor locations in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut, sell their home, and retire 
in Southwest Florida. 

The boys, meanwhile, had their own 
visions of reinventing their parents busi-

ness in paradise. In Septem-
ber 2003, Keith, then 25, and 
Doug, then 22, opened up 
their first Mr. ShowerDoor 
of Florida in Naples, using 
the same business model 
their dad had created up 
north. Though retired, Bill 
retained a presence help-
ing his sons with marketing 
and financials, a role he still 
maintains today. 

Business in Naples flour-
ished with Doug focusing on 
his specialty, sales, and Keith 
committed to quality instal-
lation. “We are two totally 
different people,” says Doug. 
“But we know our boundaries 
and we know our expertise.”

As their reputation grew, 
and work requests came in from up and 
down the coast, the brothers opened 
additional showrooms in Fort Myers and 
Sarasota to meet the need. Today they 
employ 19 people full time and their 
growth continues with the opening this 
past January of a 12,000-square-foot cor-
porate facility on Alico Road. Despite the 
down economy, the Daubmann brothers 
are investing in the area and thus posi-
tioning themselves to be here for the long 
term. “So long as people keep showering, 
we’ll keep growing,” chuckles Keith.

It’s important to the brothers that 
customers know Mr. ShowerDoor is not 
just a temporary enterprise. In addition 
to the business, both have homes here, 

actually just within a mile or so of one 
another, and they are raising their fami-
lies here, too. Keith and his wife have 
two children, a 2-year-old and a 1-year-
old; and Doug and his wife have a child 
who’s about to turn 1.

“We are always striving to work harder 
and to do more,” Keith says. That means 
not only opening more facilities, but also 
looking for new and better products, 
and even producing some of their own 
products, a tactic that sets Mr. Shower-
Door apart from its competitors. What-
ever they are doing is working, because 
they were just awarded the U.S. Small 
Business Administration South Florida 
District’s 2010 Jeffrey H. Butland Fami-

ly-Owned Small Business of 
the Year Award, acknowledg-
ing the family’s efforts and 
achievements in sustaining a 
successful business over two 
generations as well as for cre-
ating jobs and contributing to 
the community.

Awards are certainly nice, 
but what gives the Daubmann 
brothers great satisfaction is 
transforming a homeown-
er’s bath by removing an old 
framed shower and replacing 
it with a heavy glass, frame-
less model. The company also 
occasionally services larger 
clients, including the Golden 
Door Spa at Naples Grande, 
Hyatt Place in Sarasota, and 
the Naples Beach Hotel, which 

just renovated its 300 rooms.
Though Keith admits to talking busi-

ness with his brother 24-7, they do make 
an effort to put business aside and sim-
ply enjoy life whether it’s spent boating 
on the gulf with mom, dad, their wives 
and children, or challenging one another 
to a golf game.

“We are very competitive when it comes 
to golf,” laughs Keith, who says his dad’s 
the best player, then him, then Doug. Not 
surprisingly, Doug sees it a bit different. 
With a laugh, he says he’s the best.

No matter what the story is out on the 
golf course, the real story is these two 
know all there is to know about shower 
doors. ■

BUSINESS PROFILE
Dad knew opportunities shower doors could open 

BY ALYSIA SHIVERS____________________
Special to Florida Weekly

COURTESY PHOTO

Bill, Keith and Doug Daubmann outside their Naples showroom.
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Charlotte to Immokalee Road in Collier 
County, there’s a glut of empty commercial 
property. New commercial construction is 
at a crawl in Southwest Florida. Streetside 
signage offering low prices abounds. As 
in the residential market, many properties 
can be bought for less than the replace-
ment costs.

For some business owners looking to 
invest in property, the oversupply sig-
nals long-term opportunity. 

“There are opportunities in business 
right now that will not present them-
selves again for a long time, especially 
reasonable prices for buying the build-
ing, or renting (it),” said Collier County 
Commissioner Jim Coletta. 

A report provided by Gary Tasman 
of Cushman & Wakefield in Fort Myers 
shows the amount of vacant retail, 
industrial and office space has more 
than doubled in Southwest Florida since 
the economy tipped into recession in 
December 2007. At the end of the first 
quarter this year, nearly 13 percent of 
the commercial real estate built in the 
region — a total of 19,549,942 square feet 
— was for sale or rent. Three years ago 
that number was just under 6 percent. 

Real estate brokers say landlords are 
also more willing to make concessions 
on leases, especially in the short term. 
While prices vary widely depending 
on where and what kind of property 
is under negotiation, buyers and ten-
ants can bargain for on price. That’s 
true “carte blanche across the board,” 
said Jim Boback of Boback Commercial 
Group in Fort Myers. “It’s a great time to 
be a buyer and great time to be a tenant 
— and certainly not as good a time on 

the other side of the fence.”
Compared to three years ago, pric-

es are easily 50 percent below where 
they were, Mr. Boback added. “Further, 
we’ve started to see a regular inflow of 
distressed and foreclosed (commercial) 
properties.”

Low prices have induced a certain 
amount of lateral rental movements 
among leasers who are trading Class C 
or B office space for Class A locations. 

“More than seeing space absorbed, 
we’re going to see people shifting to 
properties that are a better fit, maybe 
moving up a bit,” said Shelton Weeks, 
Lucas professor of real estate at Florida 
Gulf Coast University. “If you were run-
ning a retail operation in a small strip 
center, you’re able to command a better 
rent, or move to a newer, nicer space.” 

Landlords are offering better prices on 
leases, but usually only for the short term.

“People are beginning to trade up,” 
said George Vukobratovich, president 
of Welsh Companies based in Naples 
and Fort Myers. “I equate it to musical 
chairs, and there are more chairs becom-

ing vacant.”
More than one-fifth of Class A office 

space is for rent or sale in Lee, Charlotte 
and Collier counties. In Cape Coral, 46 
percent of Class A office space is vacant, 
Mr. Tasman said. That number is even 
higher in Charlotte County (52.7 per-
cent), Lehigh Acres (63.1 percent) and 
outlying Collier County (53.1 percent). 

“Anywhere in that Summerlin and Col-
lege corridor, I’m seeing some of the 
lowest rental rates I’ve seen in a long 
time,” Mr. Vukobratovich said. “Indus-
trial parks in both South Fort Myers and 
Naples — there are some of the lowest 
rates that I’ve ever seen.”

Struggling to grow
Vacancy rates need to reach 8-10 percent 

before commercial builders show a wide 
interest in new construction projects, Mr. 
Tasman said. And that will be driven by 
a rise in employment, which is following 
tradition by lagging behind in recovery.

Even if good deals are to be had 
because of the market’s oversupply, busi-
ness owners like Mr. Devries still might 
have to wait for their investments in new 
space to pay off. Consumer spending has 
started to increase, but only by a trickle. 
The GDP rose by a modest 3.2 percent 
last quarter. 

“It’s hard to imagine a lot of across-
the-board absorption until our economy 
recovers,” Professor Weeks said. “And 
I would suspect we’ll have to have a 
national recovery before we have a sig-
nificant recovery in Southwest Florida.”

The Backyard Bird Company is strug-
gling this year to bloom into the full 
potential of its unit at Old Town Busi-
ness Center in Punta Gorda. The compa-
ny’s profit margin might even take a step 
backward this year by a few percentage 
points, Mr. DeVries admitted. But now 
he can sustain his family from the com-
pany alone. He quit the post office job 

COMMERCIAL
From page 1

                                        

>> Percent of vacant commercial real estate 
and average rates per square foot, fi rst quarter 
of 2010
Offi ce
>> Lee: 16.1 percent; $15 
>> Collier: 16.3 percent; $21.36 
>> Charlotte: 15.5 percent; $15.52
Industrial
>> Lee: 16.7 percent; $5.49
>> Collier: 10.8 percent; $8.14 
>> Charlotte: 11.4 percent; $6.9
 Retail
>> Lee: 11.7 percent; $13.82 
>> Collier: 9.5 percent; $18.43
>> Charlotte: 6 percent; $13.97
— Source: Gary Tasman, Cushman & Wakefi eld

in the know

SPECIAL OFFER
ACT NOW

and Receive up to $100 for 
EACH of your old windows

*offer good when purchasing high performance vinyl frame
impact windows. Ad must be presented at time of appointment.

Guaranteed 
Best Prices

Guaranteed 
Best Products

A job search support group for 
downsized employees of local 
businesses meets weekly at 10:30 
a.m. Tuesdays at the Greater 
Naples Chamber of Commerce. 
The group is geared toward white 
collar, administrative and profes-
sional workers, rather than trade 
and service workers. It is not a job 
placement service. Emphasis is on 
networking, resumes, interviewing 
skills and best practices for a suc-
cessful transition.

Participants should come pre-
pared to discuss who they are, 
what type of opportunity they seek 
and what makes them good candi-
dates for jobs. Assistance is avail-
able to those who are still working 
through these topics. Each session 
offers an in-depth look at tools and 
critical elements for a successful 
transition.

For more information, e-mail 
Karen Klukiewicz at kluk77@com-
cast.net. No advance registration 
is required, and there is no charge 
to attend.

Job search support 
group meets weekly

in 2006 after 21 years. And he’s keeping 
his home life at a better distance from 
his birdhouses, an industry that, like the 
commercial real-estate market or any 
other, is priced to sell.

“You would think last year would have 
been tougher,” he said. “Actually, right 
now this year’s tougher for me. But 
who’s to say? It could be my competition. 
It’s not necessarily the economy. Every-
body’s out there price shopping.” ■
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➤ The Jewish Business Network of 
Southwest Florida meets for breakfast 
and business from 7:30-9 a.m. Friday, May 
14, in the conference room at Robb & 
Stucky, 13170 Cleveland Ave., Fort Myers. 
Call 433-7708 or e-mail yourjbn@chabad-
swf.org. 

➤ The Greater Naples Chamber of 
Commerce holds its annual black tie din-
ner meeting at 6 p.m. Saturday, May 15, at 
the Naples Beach Hotel. Cost is $160 per 
person. For more information, visit www.
napleschamber.org.

➤ The Greater Naples Chamber 
of Commerce hosts a CIVIC wine and 
cheese evening: “China and Russia – Two 
Distinctly Different Routes from Commu-
nism to Capitalism,” from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 17, at the chamber. Attorney 

Patrick Neale is the presenter. Cost is $5. 
For more information, visit www.naples-
chamber.org.

➤ Wake Up Naples starts at 7:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 19, at the Hilton Naples. 
The annual legislative wrap-up welcomes 
Sen. Garrett Richter, State Rep. Matt Hud-
son and State Rep. Tom Grady. Cost is $25 
at the door for chamber members, $45 for 
others. Visit www.napleschamber.org for 
more information. 

➤ The Zonta Club of Bonita Springs 
meets from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 19, at Spanish Wells Golf & Country 
Club.  Susan A. Bridges, executive direc-
tor and CEO of the Art League of Boni-
ta Springs, will be the featured speaker. 
RSVP by calling 434-5134 or e-mailing 
zonta@comcast.net.    

➤ The Naples Area Profession-
al League of Executive Services, 
N.A.P.L.E.S., meets from 7-9 a.m. on the 
first and third Thursdays of the month at 
the Naples Princess, 550 Port O’Call Way. 
At the May 20 meeting, guest speaker Jan-
ice Vasquez will discuss “Protecting Your 
Business Through Insurance and Risk 
Management.” For more information, visit  
www.naplesgroup.net.

➤ The Greater Naples Chamber of 
Commerce holds its next Business After 
5 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 20, at 
DoubleTree Guest Suites, 12200 Tamiami 
Trail N. $5 for members, $10 for future 
members and $25 for others. Visit www.

➤ The Women’s Network of Collier 
County Naples Networking Expo 2010 
is set for 3-7 p.m. Thursday, May 20, at the 

Collier Athletic Club. WNOCC gives 50 
vendors the opportunity to promote their 
product and services. Admission is $5 and 
includes a drink and complimentary hors 
d’oeuvres. Visit www.wnocc.org for more 
information.    

➤ Insurance Professionals of Col-
lier County holds VIP Night at 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, May 21, at The Club at Naples Bay 
Resort. Cost is $40 per person. Reserva-
tions must be made by noon Tuesday, 
May 18. To RSVP and for dinner choices, 
visit www.ipcconline.org.   

➤ The ABWA District I Conference 
2010 takes place Friday and Saturday, 
May 21-22, at the Naples Beach Hotel 
and Golf Club. To register, call ABWA 
National (800) 228-0007 or visit www.
abwa.org. ■

BUSINESS MEETINGS

Many people invest in a variety of stocks 
and bonds, and in tax-advantaged retire-
ment accounts (such as IRAs and 401(k)s), 
as well as taxable brokerage accounts. You 
can save a lot of money by parking certain 
investments in  certain kinds of accounts.

With taxable bonds and bond funds, you’ll 
do well to invest in them through a tax-
deferred or tax-free account. That’s because 
their interest payments to you are taxed as 
ordinary income, which means your tax hit 
could be 25 percent or 30 percent or even 
more. In a traditional IRA, the tax will be 
delayed until withdrawal in retirement, when 
you may be in a lower bracket. In a Roth IRA, 
the entire withdrawal is likely to be tax-free.

If you’re someone who trades in and out 
of stocks frequently, consider doing so in a 
tax-deferred or tax-free retirement account. 
Otherwise, your gains will be short-term 
ones, and therefore taxable at your ordinary 
income rate, which can be quite high. Gains 
on stocks you’ve held for more than a year 
are considered long-term, with a capital 
gains rate for most of us currently at 15 

Parking Your Money

THE MOTLEY FOOL® What Is This Thing Called 
The Motley Fool?

Remember Shakespeare? 
Remember “As You Like It”?

In Elizabethan days, Fools were the 
only people who could get away with 
telling the truth to the King or Queen.
The Motley Fool tells the truth about 
investing, and hopes you’ll laugh all

the way to the bank.

Oops! Correcting
a Tax Error 

Q            Can I correct an error on a tax 
return I mailed in last month? 

If so, how?
—  W.T., Sacramento

A The 1040 form you mail in is not 
the only one you can file for each 

year. You can file an amended return, 
via tax form 1040X — and you can 
even amend an amended return later!

Not all errors require amended 
returns, though. The IRS will often 
find and correct small math errors, 
and it might even accept your return 
if it’s missing a certain form or sched-
ule. The errors that definitely require 
an amended return include ones 
involving your filing status, income, 
deductions or  credits. Learn more 
from the horse’s mouth, at www.irs.
gov, or at www.fool.com/taxes.

Q With my initial stock invest-
ments, I’ve averaged gains 

of around 26 percent. This short-
term success has made me won-
der what average annual returns I 
can reasonably expect over, say, a 
10-year period. Would 12 percent 
to 15 percent be overly optimis-
tic?

— H.C., Horseshoe Bend, Ark.

A Over the very long haul (many 
decades), the stock market has 

gained about 10  percent annually, 
on average. That’s just an average, 
though, and over the 10 or 20 or 30 
years in which you invest, you might 
average 7  percent, or 13  percent, or 
 something else.

It takes a lot of skill and work to 
beat the market over the long haul, 
and even then,  averaging 15 percent 
could be a tall order. For perspec-
tive, know that superinvestor War-
ren Buffett has averaged 20 percent 
over the past 44 years, vs. 9 percent 
for the S&P 500. To meet the market, 
opt for broad index funds. To try to 
beat it, become a lifelong  student of 
investing. ■

——————————————————
Got a question for the Fool? 

Send it in — see Write to Us.

Ask the Fool

Fool’s School My Dumbest Investment
To Educate, Amuse & Enrich

percent. (Regardless of tax considerations, 
think twice before trading frequently. Stud-
ies suggest that frequent traders tend to fare 
worse than long-term investors.)

Municipal bonds, which pay you tax-free 
income, are perfect  residents of regular, tax-
able  investment accounts.

Individual stocks that you own and plan to 
hang on to for a long time are also good can-
didates for your regular, taxable accounts. 
That’s because they’ll tend to qualify for the 
preferable long-term  capital gains tax rate, 
and you  control when you sell them and 
realize the gains.

Less in your control are managed stock 
mutual funds, which distribute taxable divi-
dends and capital gains each year. Still, 
even among these you can choose more 
tax-efficient ones. At Morningstar.com, for 
example, you can check out a fund’s tax 
efficiency.

Parking dividend-paying stocks in a tax-
deferred or tax-free account can also be 
smart.

Be strategic with your portfolios, and you 
may be able to significantly lower your tax 
bill. ■

Between 2007 and 2008, I lost a lot in 
the Vanguard Precious  Metals and Mining 
fund. There was a 1 percent redemption fee 
for selling within the first year, so I delayed 
selling and lost more.

The experience soured me on mutual 
funds. Maybe I’m a control freak, and 
maybe I would do better by just holding a 
bunch of diversified funds, but I hate not 
deciding what to own for myself and then 
waiting until 4 p.m. to find out whether I 
should have ditched or not. 

— J.G., Brooklyn, N.Y

The Fool Responds: That fund was 
indeed a poor performer in 2008, losing 
56 percent and landing in the 98th per-
centile for its  category. But in 2007 (and 
2004 and 2005), it was in the 1st percen-
tile. Last year, it gained 76  percent and 
was in the 6th  percentile. With funds, 
as with stocks, as long as you believe in 
their management and their  potential, 
it’s good to be patient. Evaluating your 
holdings every day is likely to lead you 
to trade frequently, rack up  commission 
costs and miss out on long-term gains. ■

The Motley Fool Take

Abercrombie & Fitch (NYSE: ANF) will 
pay its CEO, Mike Jeffries, $4 million in one 
lump sum to limit his personal use of the 
corporate jet. Let that sink in for a minute.

His recently amended employment agree-
ment requires that  Jeffries now pay for any 
personal use of the jet over $200,000 per 
year, but that cool $4 million probably takes 
the sting out of having to muster some self-
control.

How clueless is Abercrombie’s manage-
ment and board? The personal use of cor-
porate jets by a corporation’s top brass 
became emblematic of hubristic excess last 
year, when TARP recipients such as Citi-
group and AIG scrambled to rein in luxury 

Clueless Abercrombie

  Name That Company
I’m a huge global communica-

tions company, the top U.S. provider 
of local and long-distance voice ser-
vices, and America’s largest directory 
publisher, delivering millions of print 
directories. I’m also the nation’s largest 
broadband provider, with more than 
17.3 million high-speed Internet sub-
scribers, and the nation’s largest Wi-Fi 
provider, offering customers access 
at more than 125,000 hot spots.

I serve more than 85 million cus-

Last week’s trivia answer
I’m one of the world’s biggest finan-

cial institutions, with more than $2 
trillion in assets. I offer a full range of 
services, such as banking, investing, 
investment banking and asset manage-
ment. I serve roughly 60 million indi-
vidual consumers and small businesses 
with 6,000 retail banking offices, more 
than 18,000 ATMs and online banking. 
I’m the largest credit card issuer in the 
world. My name suggests that I’m lim-
ited to just one nation, but my custom-
ers reside in more than 150 countries. 
My stock is one of the 30 components 
of the Dow Jones Industrial  Average. 
Who am I? ■

( Answer: Bank of America )

tomers with my 3G net-
work. My “three-screen” 
integration strategy delivers 

services to the three screens 
people rely on most — mobile 

devices, PCs and TV. My ticker 
symbol sounds like a popular Brit-
ish drink. Who am I? ■

Know the answer? Send it to us with 
Foolish Trivia on the top and you’ll be 

entered into a drawing for a nifty prize! 

expenditures.
Does Abercrombie’s management take 

some kind of perverse pleasure from repeat-
edly poking shareholders straight in the eye? 
Jeffries was among the highest-paid CEOs 
in 2008, despite the fact that Abercrombie 
barely broke even in 2009.

According to several surveys, CEO pay 
has dropped overall for two years running. 
Jeffries’ pocketbook appears to have been 
somehow “recession-proof.”

Given Abercrombie’s indica-tions of what 
really seems to matter to its top brass (them-
selves), investors would do well to stick to 
retail rivals such as Aeropostale and Buckle, 
both of which trade at cheaper multiples 
while operationally performing extremely 
well through the recession, to boot. ■

Do you have an embarrassing 
lesson learned the hard way? Boil 
it down to 100 words (or less) 
and send it to The  Motley Fool 

c/o My Dumbest Investment. Got one that 
worked? Submit to My Smartest Investment. 
If we print yours, you’ll win a Fool’s cap!

Write to Us! Send questions 
for Ask the Fool, Dumbest (or 
Smartest) Investments (up to 100 
words), and your Trivia entries 

to Fool@fool.com or via  regular mail c/o this 
newspaper, attn: The  Motley Fool. Sorry, we 
can’t provide individual financial advice.

Out of Control
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to the panic. As it stands, the problem 
could happen again. Clearly, the exchanges 
should be able to target a trading entry/
execution problem and isolate it from 
impacting the system.

Second, possibly the biggest problem is 
related to an abundance of money being 
put into financial assets, causing mispricing, 
bubbles and ultimately, sudden implosions 
of a financial asset class. It seems that nega-
tive information is known and reported, but 
certain assets continue to trade detached 
from that reality. This flies in the face of 
modern financial theory, which holds to the 
“efficient market hypothesis.” This hypoth-
esis maintains that all available information 
is known and it is “efficiently” reflected in 
financial asset prices. 

The recent collapse in the Greek govern-
ment debt is a case in point. Since January 
(if not earlier), Greece’s problems — sever-
ity and size — have been at the front and 
center of every major newspaper. But the 
markets and rating agencies only recently 
priced and rated this debt as “junk.”

Another example of asset mispricing was 
in 2007-2009 in the mortgage market — a 
huge and liquid market, yet characterized 
by CDOs, credit default swaps and other 
instruments not properly priced.

Third, the world’s (not just the Unit-
ed States’) monetary authorities will use 
paper-currency issuance to “solve” many 
problems, especially those caused by the 
financial markets and requiring immediacy 
of action. The monetary authorities are 
probably view Europe’s sovereign debt 
problem as akin to the sub-prime crisis. 
Bear Stearns fell and they let Lehman go 
bankrupt and then the whole U.S. financial 

system began to unravel. It would seem 
that the monetary authorities are standing 
up to the shorts in bigger size than what 
even the shorts can bring to the table. 

 The only problem with their solution 
is that papering over the problems of the 
Euro and sovereign debt defaults resolves 
nothing. The sale of Merrill Lynch and 
the capital infusions into Goldman and 
Morgan Stanley during the U.S. sub-prime 
crisis did not stop the crisis and further 
fall in financial asset values. It just stopped 
the failure of the financial system and spe-
cifically the failure of several too big to fail 
institutions. The monetary package offers 
liquidity, but it does not stop the problem 
of insolvency of the debt-laden PIIGS. 

 Right now, an investor would have to be 
thinking about which asset classes are seri-
ously mispriced and which sovereign debt 
is safe — safe not just for the next month 
or year but safe for many years. 

Also, a business will have to think if 
it wants to have its debt tied to LIBOR. 
International companies will have to think 
if they really want their lines of credit with 
European banks and if, as in 2009, they 
want to fully draw down these lines now. 

Reassess your need for cash and liquid-
ity in increasingly volatile markets. Make 
sure your portfolio is diversified yet man-
ageable. Look carefully at mutual funds 
holding foreign sovereign debt, and con-
sider the benefit of government debt from 
fiscally and economically sound countries. 

Liquidity, portfolio diversity, portfolio 
protection and sovereign debt are all issues 
to be discussed with your investment advi-
sor who can fashion a portfolio suited to 
your needs and risk tolerance. ■

— Jeannette Rohn Showalter is a South-
west Florida-based chartered financial ana-
lyst. E-mail her at jshowaltercfa@yahoo.
com. ■

MONEY
From page 1
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Meet the Candidates at Vergina
The Greater Naples Better Government Committee

NETWORKING

We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, 
go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too.

Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.

BOB RAYMOND / COURTESY PHOTOS

Had Enough of Low Interest Rates?
The New York Life Enhanced Fixed Annuity issused by New York 

Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation offers competive rates.

2.85%
for

3 years
(Three-Year Guaranteed

Initial Interest Rate*)

Tax-
Deferred

Byron J. Meade, CLU
Agent
FL Ins. Lic #A175048
2272 Airport Road South, Suite 202
239-417-5774 • cel 239-404-3669
bjmeade@ft.newyorklife.com

* Rate is effective as of 2-1-2010. Rates shown is for policies where the three-year interest rates guarantee 
period is selected and with a purchase amount of $100,000. Rates are lower for policies purchased with 
smaller premium amounts. After the Initial Guarantee Period, the policy will receive a new interest rate 
every year on the policy anniversary. Interest Rates are effective annual yields. Rates are subject to 
change. Issued and guarantees backed by New York Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of New York Life Insurance Company, 51 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10010
SMRU#00379740CV Exp. 9/10

The Company You Keep®

Carson and Mary Ann Elizabeth Beadle and Kevin Cowie Rosanne Bowen, Harris Tucker and Jen Mitchell Fred and Margo Adams Brian and Marlene Liss

COURTESY PHOTOS

Maggie and Alesa Whitehead, Rhona Saunders and Joe Whitehead

Jan Trecker, Joe Foster and Pat Carroll

Fred and Cheryl Coyle, 
Mary Raymond and Lynn Drexler

Sam Saad and Delores Sorey

The Exploration Society meets at Bha! Bha! Persian Bistro

Jim and Mary Ann Coletta, Pat and Bill Barton

Loretta and 
Bob Murray

Joel Soorenko, Broker
VR Business Brokers

5627 Naples Blvd • Naples
www.VRBB.com/Naples

Fort Myers
239-277-1662
Charlotte County

941-627-5565

Naples
239-596-8200

30 Years of Successful Guidance
• Business Valuation
• Existing Business Sales
• Mergers and Acquisitions
• Exit Strategy
• Global Marketing

• Tutoring Service
• Full Service Florist
• Pilates Studio
• Landscape & Curbing Co.
• Garage Door Service Co.
• Hair Salon (4)
• Catering & Sandwich Shop
• Restaurant w/Beer & Wine
• Arcade/Casino’s (2)
• LARGE Chinese Restaurant
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■ Barry Eisen-
berg has joined 
London Bay Homes 
as sales executive 
in charge of the 
Mirada commu-
nity in the Estuary 
at Grey Oaks. Mr. 
Eisenberg began 
his real estate 

career in 1980 in Hollywood, Fla., 
marketing high-rise condominiums. 
He has sold residences in Century 
Village in Pembroke Pines, Solivita 
in Kissimmee and Pelican Preserve, a 
WCI community in Fort Myers. Most 
recently he held sales and manage-
ment positions at Miromar Lakes and 
Ava Maria. He holds a degree in mar-
keting from Florida State University 
and is active with several local Real-
tor organizations. At the Estuary, he 
will be responsible for the sale of new 
homes and models within Mirada, 
where homes start at $2.75 million.

■ Don George 
has joined Weich-
ert, Realtors – 
On the Gulf. A 
resident of Fort 
Myers, Mr. George 
specializes in resi-
dential sales and is 
a member of the 
Realtor Associa-

tion of Greater Fort Myers and the 
Beach. He holds a bachelor’s degree 
from Purdue University and an MBA 
from the University of California, Los 
Angeles. His background includes the 
ownership of a Ford dealership for 25 
years and work as a service engineer 
with Cummins Engine Company.

■ Nell Harrison Largen has joined 
Downing-Frye Realty Inc. as a sales 
associate. Originally from Martins-
ville, Va., Ms. Largen has more than 
20 years of real estate experience in 
Virginia and Florida. Prior to join-
ing Downing-Frye Realty, she was a 
previews agent with CB Richard Ellis. 
Before that, she marketed large farms 
as a broker with CB Richard Ellis 
in Virginia. She moved to Florida in 
1994. She has earned the Graduate 
Realtor Institute designation and has 
professional experience as a property 
appraiser in Virginia. She belongs 
to the Naples, Florida and National 
associations of Realtors. 

■ The Bonita Springs Estero Asso-
ciation of Realtors All Stars won the 
2010 J.P. Antonmattei Memorial Soft-
ball Tournament in North Naples,  
defeating the Marco Island Associa-
tion of Realtors by a score of 18-12. 
The BEAR team consisted of Jack 
Mancini, DeAnn Kamp, Ricky Rive-
ra, Rick Skrivan, Heather Wight-
man, Kevin Barry, Joe Pavich Jr.,

NEWSMAKERS
R E A L  E S TAT E

EISENBERG

GEORGE

SEE NEWSMAKERS, B14 

SEE BONITA BAY, B16 

Open house at Bonita Bay includes 
residences in six luxury towers

Premier Properties hosts an open 
house at the high-rises at Bonita Bay 
from noon to 5 p.m. Sunday, May 16. 
Residences in all six towers — Vis-
tas, Horizons, Estancia, Azure, Esperia 
South and the newest to be completed, 
Tavira — will be open for tours. 

Each building is distinct in its archi-
tecture and floor plans that afford 
panoramic views of Estero Bay, Bonita 
Beach and the Gulf of Mexico to the 
west, and the nature preserves, golf 
courses and open spaces of the 2,400-
acre Bonita Bay community to the east. 
The towers were built by The Lutgert 
Companies.

Designers from Robb and Stucky 
Interiors, Gary David Designs, 
Antonacci Design Group and Collins 
and DuPont will be in select models in 
the Tavira tower to answer questions 
and discuss décor, techniques, design 
and furnishings. Open house guests 
will also enjoy light refreshments on 
the Tavira rooftop amenity terrace.

Model 403 in Tavira has a spacious 
master suite overlooking Estero Bay 
and Bonita Beach. Interiors and fur-
nishings by Robb & Stucky Interiors 

grace the 3,287 square feet of living 
space.   

Nearly every room of Tavira 404 
has amazing views of Estero Bay and 
a neighboring park. The great room, 
den and master suite adjoin an open 
terrace. Square footage of this luxuri-
ous residence totals 4,146. Gary David 

Designs selected the interiors and fur-
nishings.

A design scheme of earth, water and 
sky creates serene moods throughout 
residence 1202. Designed by Robb and 
Stucky Interiors, the residence has 
3,517 square feet of living area.

The open floor plan of model 2201 
is inspired by nature with a twist of 
urban chic. Antonacci Design Group 
meshed modern, natural and organic 
materials such as wide plank bleached 
oak flooring, oversized polished glass 
and onyx tiles and stainless steel edg-
ing details. 

COURTESY PHOTOS

The luxury towers at Bonita Bay were built by The Lutgert Companies. 

                                        

>> What: Open house in six high-rise towers
>> Where: Bonita Bay
>> When: Noon to 5 p.m Sunday, May 16
>> Info: 495-1105 or 
 www.BonitaBayHighRises.com

in the know
SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

The Tavira’s rooftop terrace The living room in Tavira model 904

The living room in Tavira model 2201







Jamie Lienhardt
Licensed Real Estate Professional/REALTOR®

239-565-4268
Jamie@swfl moves.com

Gulfcoast Premier Realty
Coconut Point, 23150 Fashion Drive, Suite T230
Estero, Florida 33928

Your Estero Real Estate Specialist!

WATERFRONT IN WILDCAT RUN! 3 BEDROOMS/LEISURE 
ROOM W/FIREPLACE/3 BATHS, REMODELED KITCHEN/
SPACIOUS LANAI W/LARGE POOL & SPA! JUST $548,000!

ESTERO  WATERFRONT IN WILDCAT RUN! 
3 BED/STUDY/3.5 BATHS/3 CAR

GOLF MEMBERSHIP INCLUDED! $879,000

ESTERO  ROOKERY POINTE WATERFRONT! 
FORMER MODEL! 4 BED/STUDY/3 BATH/2 CAR

TURNKEY FURNISHED $549,000

ESTERO  WILDCAT RUN 3 BED/STUDY/3 BATH/3 CAR HEATED 
POOL & SPA OVERLOOKS 9TH FAIRWAY! NEW EXTERIOR PAINT!  

PROFESSIONALLY DECORATED & ALL NEW FURNITURE INCLUDED!  
$535,000

ESTERO  GRANDEZZA/OAKWOOD
2 BED+DEN/2 BATH/2 CAR

NOW $285,000!

FORT MYERS  HERITAGE PALMS
GORGEOUS “ST. CHARLES” 3 BED/STUDY/2 BATH/2 CAR  

PROFESSIONALLY DECORATED & FURNITURE INCLUDED!  HEATED 
POOL OVERLOOKS GOLF COURSE & PRIVATE PRESERVE!  $469,000

ROOKERY POINTE  ESTERO 5 BED/MEDIA RM/4 BA/3 CAR, 
HEATED POOL & SPA, WATERFRONT! GATED COMMUNITY, 
MAINTENANCE FREE/MOMENTS TO EVERYTHING! $599,900

NEW
 LISTING

NEW
 LISTING
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he wide variety of new homes at Vineyards now come with a new price tag. We’ve

significantly reduced prices on our entire inventory including luxury estate homes,

spacious single-family villas, gorgeous town homes and maintenance-free mid-rise condos

with breathtaking views. There is something for everyone at Vineyards, now at a lower price.

Buying at Vineyards today … Now that’s a SMART CHOICE!

T

Luxury homes, coach homes & estate homes
from the low $400s to over $4 million.

239. 353.1920 • 800.749.1501
WWW.VINEYARDSNAPLES.COM

Equal Housing Opportunity 7703

Offered exclusively by Vineyards Realty, Inc. Prices, features and availability are subject to change without notice. Broker participation welcome. Club membership is available for an additional fee.

REDUCED PRICE...
smart choice!

BUYING AT A significantly

NOW THAT’S A

CHESTNUT GROVEAVELLINO ISLESVISTA POINTE

VENEZIA GRANDE ESTATESBANYAN BAYASPEN PALMS

WAS $688,700

NOW $430,000

Regal mid-rise condominiums overlooking
stunning golf course and lake views.

WAS $1,059,700

NOW $759,900

Elegant two-and three-story coach homes
surround a spectacular clubhouse.

WAS $954,800

NOW $659,900

Spacious single-family villas offer many
luxurious and convenient features.

WAS $1,272,600

NOW $879,900

Single-family homes with old world detail
are surrounded by spectacular views.

WAS $1,454,000

NOW $1,156,700

Luxurious single-family estate living with
incredible water or preserve views.

WAS $3,109,000

NOW $2,534,000

Exquisite luxury single-family
estate homes at their finest.
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Buying and Selling Real Estate 
is Important Business!

The Perfect Time IS NOW. The Perfect Agents ARE US!

WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS-THE PERFECT PRESCRIPTION 

Jacki Strategos
International Diamond Society

SRES, G.R.I., e-Pro

239-370-1222
JStrategos@att.net

www.JackiStrategos.com

Richard Droste
Realtor

239-572-5117
rddsmd@comcast.net

Bill Feehan
Realtor

239-293-3557
feemarco@marcocable.com

Residential, LLC

Falling Waters Beach Resort - $324,900
Unbelievably renovated unit & professionally decorated–

everything new–I mean everything! 2nd fl oor with laundry 
in unit, 1-car garage, 2BR & 2BA in this very spacious 

unit in a great community.

Tiger Lily/Vacant Lot - $119,900
Build your dream home here in Lely Resort with this 

great deal! Corner lot. Floor plans for a 3,400 s.f., 
3-car garage home available. Take advantage 

of this opportunity.
. 

Hawthornes at Lely - $265,000 & $299,000
Large sq. footage, wonderful lake view. Granite, 

large tile, soaring ceilings, 2-car garage. 2BR/2BA, 
1st fl oor. 2 units available. 

8859 Lely Island Circle - $745,000 
Wonderful non-gated community in Lely Resort. 

Delightful street w/mature landscaping. Beautiful 
wide lake view from an amazing lanai! 3BR & 

3 in-suite BA. State-of-the-art kitchen.

REDUCED $100,000! HUGE site on quiet cul-de-sac, within 
walking or biking distance to Venetian Village and beach. 3 

bedrooms, 2 baths, large lanai area with pool. New metal roof.
 

JUST REDUCED TO $499,000! 
OWNER SAYS BRING OFFER! 

Christopher A. Braun, CRS
Downing-Frye Realty, Inc.
offi ce 239.261.2244 ext. 377
cell 239.572.2200

PARK SHORE
PRICED FOR IMMEDIATE SALE

FOR LUCKY BUYER! 

Pam Olsen, Matt Liguori, Jason Pav-
ich, Lenore Bennett and Al Speach.

The champions were supported by 
the Bad News Bears cheerleaders, led 
by Beth Mancini and including Joni 
Pavich, Terri Speach, Larry Olsen, 
Janae Bennett, Jennifer Barry, Jac-
quie Andrews, Jackson Liguori and 
the Wightman family.

The tournament was opened by a pitch 
by Jon Carlo Antonmattei, the son of 
J.P. Antonmattei, who was president of 
the Naples Area Board of Realtors when 
he died in a plane crash earlier this year 

in the Bahamas.
Teams from Naples, Bonita-Estero, 

Marco Island, Fort Myers and Cape 
Coral competed in the second annual 
tournament.

“The purpose of this annual event is 
to promote fellowship among the Real-
tors and affiliate business members of 
the six boards of Realtors in the region,” 
Al Speach, tournament director and 
BEAR president, says. “The facilities and 
service of the Collier County Parks and 
Recreation Department were excellent. 
This year’s event was of a higher caliber 
than in 2009 in play and in uniforms etc. 
We look forward to the 2011 tournament 
as being yet bigger, better, and even 
more fun.” ■

RECENT TRANSACTIONS
➤ Brooklyn Oven Pizza and Pasta 
LLC has leased 2,813 square feet of retail 
space at 26251 S. Tamiami Trail, Units 
9 and 10, from The Park Apartments of 
Southwest Florida Inc. and Monroe Man-
agement Company of Southwest Florida 
Inc. Patrick Fraley of Investment Proper-
ties Corp. negotiated the transaction.

➤ Mangell Enterprise LLC has pur-
chased 11,242 square feet of industrial 
office/warehouse space at 3906 Enter-
prise Ave. for $800,000 from Pury Fer-
nandez Trust. William Gonnering of 
Investment Properties Corp. negotiated 
the transaction.

➤ Minker Properties LLC has leased 
1,608 square feet in Naples Business & 
Storage Park at 4750 Enterprise Ave., 
Suite 104, from Jaime Torres and Beatriz 

Mesa. Doris Taylor of CB Richard Ellis, 
Fort Myers/Naples negotiated the trans-
action.

➤ Morgan & Morgan P.A. has leased 
4,513 square feet in Marquessa at 3360 
Pine Ridge Road, Suite 203, from Stark 
Bank Group LTD. Randal Mercer of 
CB Richard Ellis, Fort Myers/Naples 
represented the landlord, and Steve 
Sims of Downing-Frye Realty Inc. rep-
resented the tenant in the transac-
tion.

➤ Silks by Leslie has leased 3,526 
square feet of retail space at 183 10th 
St. S. from Elwood Properties Inc. Pat-
rick Fraley of Investment Properties 
Corp. negotiated the transaction. ■

NEWSMAKERS
From page 9



Behind the gates you are welcomed by fountains of fire and water. A private beach 

embraces you with serene sunsets and warm waters. The concierge, beach and 

poolside services cater to your every need. Few beachfront residences remain 

where inspiration and location await.

Picture yourself living in the last, new 
beachfront residences in North Naples.

EXCLUSIVE REPRESENTATIVES

239.514.5050    MorayaBay.com
11125 Gulf Shore Drive. Naples, FL 34108

Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct  representations, make reference 
to this brochure and to the documents required by chapter 718.503, Florida statutes, to be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee.

New models shown by appointment. Residences from $2.5 million.
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Visit your new house today!
www.OpenHouseSWFL.com

The fi rst stop to fi nding your new house!

OpenHouse Southwest Florida lists the open 
houses for any given day in Naples, Bonita Springs and 

Estero. Customize your search by choosing location, 
living area, price range and more, quickly and easily.

We make fi nding your new home easy!

The Offi cial Naples, Bonita Springs and Estero REALTORS Website

Annual Rentals
Other Rentals 
Available from 

$525 mo.

www.trueswfl orida.com
239-210-1521

Th e Strand/Pinnacle  
2bd+den/2ba. Furnished  

$1500 mo. Annual 

Th e Strand/Mango Cay  
3bd/2.5ba. Furnished

$2000 mo. Annual

Olympia Park
Vanderbilt Beach/Airport Rd.

6,000 sf. - 26,000 sf.
 Short/Long Term Lease

NAPLES RETAIL

Amerivest Realty

www.MediterraFlorida.com
Newly member owned Mediterra Golf & Beach Club!

Featured Mediterra Properties:Featured Mediterra Properties:

Benvenuto Lot 2 - $1,500,000 SOLD!
Il Corsini Lot 18-$1,100,000

Bello Lago Lot 7-$998,500

Teramo Lot 3 - $789,000

Serata Lot 35- $675,000

Serata Lot 5 - $550,000

Serata Lot 27-$425,000 SOLD!
Serata Lot 9 - $ 398,000

15163 Brolio Ln-$3,495,000

29070 Marcello Way-$2,199,500 SOLD!
14806 Bellezza Ln-$1,225,000 Furnished

29051 Amarone Ct-$1,099,999 BANK OWNED 
15504 Monterosso Ln #201-$749,000 SOLD!
15520 Monterosso Ln #201-$729,900

17035 Porta Vecchio Way #201-$699,500

17066 Porta Vecchio Way #201-$679,000 SOLD!
17025 Porta Vecchio Way #201-$599,900 Furnished 

17066 Porta Vecchio Way #102-$598,500 Furnished

239-273-1376

David William Auston, PA

www.DavidNaples.com

Mediterra Resident & Specialist

Visit www.MediterraFlorida.com 

for property details

        Visit www.MediterraLots.com 

        for lot details

Each high-rise in Bonita Bay has elec-
tronic-controlled access, designer-fur-
nished, staffed lobbies and managers 
in residence. Access-controlled parking 
garages, resort-style pools and spas, sun-
ning decks, pool cabanas with wet bars 
and grills, fitness centers, club rooms 
with bars and catering kitchens, com-
munity intranets, suites for overnight 
guests and even 
trash chutes that 
electronically sort 
refuse and recycla-
bles are also part of 
every tower.

Bonita Bay resi-
dents enjoy three 
waterfront recre-
ational areas within 
the community and 
a private beach park 
on the Gulf of Mexi-
co. They are eligible 
for membership in 
Bonita Bay Club, 
which has two club-
houses, an 18-court 
tennis and swim 
center, a new fit-
ness center and 90 
holes of champion-
ship golf, including 
three Arthur Hills-
designed courses 
within the commu-
nity and two nearby 
Tom Fazio courses. 
Residents also are 
eligible for social 
or boating member-

ships in The Marina Club, which has a 
full-service marina with storage, water-
front dining and social, educational and 
travel activities.

About the Lutgert Companies
The Lutgert Companies’ portfolio of 

residential developments consists of 17 
luxury high-rise condominiums on Park 
Shore Beach in Naples; a partnership 
with The Barron Collier Companies in 
The Estuary at Grey Oaks in Naples; at 
completion in Bonita Bay, a total of eight 
high-rise condominiums; Linville Ridge, 
a mountaintop golf course community in 

North Carolina; and The Strada at Mer-
cato, a 92-unit residential project within 
Mercato in North Naples.

Premier Properties of Southwest Flor-
ida Inc. is the real estate division of The 
Lutgert Companies.

For more information about the high-
rises in Bonita Bay and the upcoming 
open house, call 495-1105 or visit www.
BonitaBayHighRises.com. The entrance 
to Bonita Bay is north of Bonita Beach 
Road and west of U.S. 41 on Bonita Bay 
Boulevard in Bonita Springs. Maps will 
be available at the entrance directing 
visitors to the open house residences. ■

BONITA BAY
From page B9

COURTESY PHOTO

The family room in Tavira model 1202



& A s s o c i a t e s

8971 Daniels Center Dr. #303  Fort Myers, FL 33912

 Main Office Phone: (239)466-9411

McWilliams  Buckley

R E A L  E S T A T E  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

www.McWilliamsBuckley.com

                               Formal living room with fireplace & mahogany finished built-ins - exquisite!

Open formal dining with views 

A Bonita Bay Property

Fully furnished unit adorned with decorator details!

B
G ulf &       

ay ViewsB
G ulf  &       

ay Views

http://www.visualtour.com/shownp.asp?sk=13&t=2172230Visit our Visual Tour at:

“Premier Property”
& A s s o c i a t e s
McWilliams  Buckley

R E A L  E S T A T E  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

“Premier Property”

�����Offered at:
$2,299,000$2,299,000
ff re aO e d t:f reOf e d at:
$2,299,000
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Florida Weekly’s Open Houses

Call 239.325.1960 to be included in Florida Weekly’s Open Houses.

Properties • Jeri Richey 269-2203

>$900,000
11 • AQUA • 13675 Vanderbit Drive (take 
Wiggins Pass Road to Vanderbilt Drive) • 
Priced from the $900s • Premier Properties 
• Call 239-591-2727 • Open Daily 10-5

12 • COQUINA SANDS • 1170 Oleander 
Drive • $988,500 • Premier Properties • 
Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell 213-7420 

>$1,000,000
13 • MEDITERRA • 29051 Amarone Court 
• $1,099,999 • David William Auston, PA 
239-273-1376 • Amerivest Realty

14 • VILLAGES OF MONTEREY • 7698 
Santa Margherita Way • $1,145,000 • Pre-
mier Properties • Dave/Ann Renner 784-
5552. • 

15 • MEDITERRA • 14806 Bellezza Lane • 
$1,225,000 • David William Auston, PA 239-
273-1376 • Amerivest Realt

16 • VANDERBILT BEACH - VANDER-
BILT GULFSIDE I • 10951 Gulfshore Drive 
#1403 • $1,259,000 • Premier Properties • 
Pat Callis 250-0562 

17 • ESTUARY at GREY OAKS • 1485 
Anhinga Pointe • Priced from $1,795,000 
• Premier Properties • Call 239-261-3148 • 
Mon. - Sat. 9-5 and Sun. 11-5 

18 • OLD NAPLES • 663 - 11th Avenue 
South • $1,795,000 • Premier Properties • 
Virginia/Randy Wilson 450-9091

>$2,000,000
19 • VANDERBILT BEACH - MORAYA 
BAY • 11125 Gulfshore Drive • From 
$2,500,000 • Premier Properties • Call 239-
514-5050 • Mon. - Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 12-5 

>$3,000,000
20 • OLD NAPLES • 155 - 20th Avenue 
South • $3,995,000 • Premier Properties • 
Marty/Debbi McDermott 564-4231 

>$4,000,000
21 • GREY OAKS - ESTUARY • 1280 
Osprey Trail • $4,995,000 • Premier Proper-
ties • Call 239-261-3148 

>$5,000,000
22 • PORT ROYAL • 4233 Gordon Drive 
• $5,595,000 • Premier Properties • Michael 
Lawler 571-3939. 

>$8,000,000
23 • PORT ROYAL • 3243 Gin Lane • 
$8,900,000 • Premier Properties •Jutta V. 
Lopez 571-5339
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Open Houses are Sunday 1-4, 
unless otherwise marked

>$300,000
1 • PELICAN MARSH - CLERMONT • 1575 
Clermont Drive #202 • $369,000 • Premier 
Properties of Southwest Florida, Inc., REAL-
TORS • Pam Hartman 216-7949

>$300,000
2 • LEMURIA • 7172 Lemuria Circle #1801 • 
From the Mid $400s. • Premier Properties • 
Tom Gasbarro 404-4883 • Mon. - Fri. 10-4 and 
Sat. - Sun. 1-4

3 • THE STRADA AT MERCATO • Located 
just North of Vanderbilt Beach Rd on US 41 • 
Priced from $400s • Premier Properties • Call 
239.594.9400 • M-Sat:10-8 & Sun: 12-8

4 • OLD NAPLES - WHARFSIDE • 830 
River Point Drive #4 • $490,000 • Premier 
Properties • Julie Rembos 262-6600 

>$600,000
5 • SEAGATE • 5076 Starfish Avenue • 
$649,000 • Premier Properties • Angela R. 
Allen 825-8494

BB • BONITA BAY - VISTAS • 4751 Bonita 
Bay Blvd. #1002 • $695,000 • Premier Proper-
ties • Gary L. Jaarda/Jeff Jaarda 248-7474

BB • BONITA BAY - ESPERIA & TAVIRA • 
26951 Country Club Drive • New construction 
priced from the $700s. • Premier Properties • 
Call 239-495-1105 • Mon. - Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 12-5

BB • BONITA BAY - ESTANCIA • 4801 
Bonita Bay Blvd. #2104 • $1,240,000 • Premier 
Properties • Brian Nelson 572-29033

BB • BONITA BAY - AZURE • 4931 Bonita 
Bay Blvd. #CH-104 • $1,175,000 • Premier Prop-
erties • Peter Lent 273-1122

BB • BONITA BAY - AZURE • 4931 Bonita 
Bay Blvd. #303 • $1,395,000 • Premier Proper-
ties • Cathy/Jim McCormick 850-4278

BB • BONITA BAY - ESPERIA SOUTH • 
4951 Bonita Bay Blvd. #PH-301 • Premier Prop-
erties • $1,565,000 • Kevin Smith 641-2942 

BB • BONITA BAY - HORIZONS • 4731 
Bonita Bay Blvd. #401 • $1,575,000 • Premier 
Properties • Cathy/Jim McCormick 850-4278

BB • BONITA BAY - TAVIRA • 4851 Bonita 
Bay Blvd. #904 • $2,180,300 • Premier Proper-
ties • Jeffrey DeAngelis 287-2449

BB • BONITA BAY - ESTANCIA • 4801 
Bonita Bay Blvd. #PH-102 • $2,595,000 • Pre-
mier Properties • Carol Johnson/Michael Lick-
ley 948-4000

6 • MEDITERRA - MONTEROSSO II • 
15513 Monterosso Lane #102 • $695,000 • Pre-
mier Properties • Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell 
213-7420

>$700,000
7 • PELICAN ISLE YACHT CLUB III • 
425 Dockside Drive #403 • $749,000 • Premier 
Properties • Suzanne Ring 821-7550

8 • PELICAN BAY - INTERLACHEN • 6770 
Pelican Bay Blvd. #234 • $769,000 • Premier 
Properties • Kristin Mikler 370-6292

>$800,000
9 • THE DUNES - GRANDE PRESERVE 
• 280 Grande Way • From $875,000 • Premier 
Properties • Call 239-594-1700 • Mon. - Sat. 10-5 
and Sun. 12-5 

10 • PELICAN BAY - GROSVENOR • 6001 
Pelican Bay Blvd. #1705 • $849,000 • Premier 

Over 30 Homes Open 
Sunday Noon-5pm at Bonita Bay





Quail West Golf & Country Club is offered by Quail West Realty, 
LLC., a licensed real estate broker. Prices, features and availability 
subject to change without notice.

MODELS OPEN DAILY

The Perfect Match.
S I N G L E  F A M I L Y 

V I L L A S  A N D

Q U A I L  W E S T. 

 
 Spacious residences with over 3,000 sq. ft. 

 Spectacular golf & lake views

 Carefree, maintenance-free living

 Member-owned Country Club

 Community and Club are debt-free 

 A Quail West, Naples address

Executive homes from $1.5 million 

Luxury estate homes from $2 million 
Oversized estate homesites from the $300s

Just south of Bonita Beach Road 
on Bonita Grande 

6289 Burnham Road, Naples

QuailWest.com

Excellence has an address.

Five new designs  
remarkably priced 

from $

Opportunity isn’t just knocking...  
it’s kicking in the door.



N A P L E S  F L O R I D A  W E E K L Y

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
A GUIDE TO THE NAPLES ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT SCENE

C
SECTION

WEEK OF MAY 13-19, 2010

WEEK 
at-a-glance

‘Straw Hats’
Check out one of our favorites
from the first Florida Weekly
Fiction Challenge. C15 

Wine and dine
Take your pick of cooking classes,
food demonstrations and wine
dinners on the calendar. C27 

Artist of the Seminoles
Growing up near the Dania
Reservation gave Guy LaBree
a special perspective. C12 

Artist of the Seminoles

Celebrating educators
See some of the crowd from the
Education Foundation’s 20th annual 
Golden Apple Teacher Awards. C25 

Check Facebook for hints about where to find a piece of royalty

Fine Florida art

Look for something hiding in plain 
sight throughout Collier and Lee coun-
ties daily from May 17-21 when The von 
Liebig Art Center hides a piece of roy-
alty for you to find. 

You can keep the fairy tale alive by own-
ing a copy of the “Princess Diana: Dresses 
of Inspiration” exhibition catalogue. Each 
day from May 17-21, at approximately 11 
a.m., the art center will post a clue on its 
Facebook page (vonliebigartcenter) for 
one book hidden in Collier County and one 
book hidden in Lee County. The locations 
will all be free and publicly accessible. A 
letter with the catalogue will let the find-
ers know they have discovered the hidden 

books, and the finders will be encouraged 
to post on the art center’s Facebook page 

both their names and where they found 
the catalogues.

The exhibition of 20 of Diana’s dresses 
is captured in the 52-page catalogue 
showing many pictures of Diana and 
photos of each dress in a palace set-
ting. On view daily through June 27, the 
exhibition also includes a never-before-
seen collection of memorabilia related 
to Diana, Prince Charles, Princes Wil-
liam and Harry, Queen Elizabeth II and 
other British Royals.

“Almost 20,000 guests have enjoyed 
the exhibition so far, and we wanted to

Certain to become one of the Naples Museum of 
Art’s most anticipated annual exhibitions, the sec-
ond “Florida Contemporary” show opens Saturday, 
May 15, and remains on display through June.

Visitors to the inaugural show in 2009 gasped 
as they entered the exhibition space and were 
nearly overwhelmed by Florida native Richard 
Currier’s enormous, hyper-real painting of the 
face of a sleeping man. Considerably smaller, but 
equally intriguing, is this year’s selection of Den-
nis Schmalstig’s “Self Portrait,” a deconstructed 
portrait in circular format that is 20 inches in

SEE ART, C4 

SEE DI, C18 

Totemic Owl, Martin Gates

Climber, 
Rainer Lagemann

BY PEG GOLDBERG LONGSTRETH

Special to Florida Weekly

Museum showcases what’s new 
and exciting in the Sunshine State

Self Portrait, 
Dennis Schmalstig

The cover of the exhibition catalogue

IMAGES COURTESY OF THE ARTISTS 
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Not valid with any other offer. Some restrictions may apply.

Fresh.    Natural.    Delicious. 

BBQ pulled pork, cilantro cole slaw & fried 
onions on our new Challah roll.

Try our

Smokehouse

BBQ Pork

Sandwich 

today!

For a Limited Time

it’s ONLY. 

$7.99
Plus Tax

Smokhouse BBQ Pork

Back B
y

Popular D
emand

                 Contact Artis
    >>Send your dating tips, questions, and 
disasters to: sandydays@floridaweekly.com

nities for women looking for love. 
Perhaps some of the grad school 

females would do well to forget 
Chad and head to the Sunshine 
State instead.

But, then, we might all take 
a cue from Chad. As it turns out, 
it’s not our looks or personalities 
that determine whether we find 
love. It’s the size of the pond we 
swim in. ■

At graduate school in New York City, a 
fellow student, Chad, caught my eye. He 
had broad shoulders and muscled fore-
arms, good height, and the kind of thick 
hands that could work a plow or, as it 
turns out, tote an assault rifle. Chad was 
studying under the G.I. Bill, fresh from 
the military, and when he spoke he would 
sometimes slip into the Southern vernacu-
lar he’d learned growing up in Kentucky. 
He was inarguably masculine, intelligent 
and funny. I liked his quirky sense of 
humor and the ruggedness of his looks. 
Still, he was no rock star.

But you wouldn’t have known it from 
the way the women in my graduate pro-
gram fawned over him. Chad had his pick 
of beautiful post-bac babes. I watched 
over the course of the year as increasingly 
stunning women worshipped at his altar. 
Chad didn’t even have to work for it. I 
once saw a brunette with stylishly ripped 
jeans and stiletto heels (this she wore to 
class) offer for him to stop by her place 
Saturday night.

“My roommate will be out of town,” she 
said, dropping the A-bomb of suggestive 
offers.

Chad just shrugged his shoulders. “I’ll 
see what I’m doing this weekend.”

I had to turn my back so the two of them 

A big fish in a very small pond
SANDY DAYS, SALTY NIGHTS

ArtisHENDERSON
sandydays@floridaweekly.com

“To find a more 
equitable distribution 
of the sexes... one 
would have to head 
to Texas, California, 

or — here it is ladies: 
the good news — 

Florida...”

would not see my jaw hit the floor. In what 
world would this guy, on the high end of 
average, dismiss that girl, a knockout?

Let’s look at demographics. As it turns 
out, my graduate school program skewed 
highly female, with 70 percent of the class 
made of women and only 30 percent of 
men. Of those 30 percent, at least half 
arrived at the school with relationships. 
So, we had a limited pool of available 
men and a surplus of eager women. This 
dynamic played out daily as regular guys 
like Chad fielded offers from bombshells, 
women who would not give them the time 
of day in the real world.

But even if my fellow grad stu-
dents ventured outside the pro-
gram, New York City itself 
would not have helped the 
situation. There are 200,000 
more single women than sin-
gle men in the city. To 
find a more equitable 
distribution of the 
sexes, or better yet 
a locale where 
the male pop-
ulation out-
ranks the 
females, 
o n e 
w o u l d 
h a v e 
to head 
to Texas, 
California, 
or — here it 
is ladies: the 

   >>Se
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good news — Florida.
Richard Florida (no relation), author of 

“Who’s Your City?” and “The Rise of the 
Creative Class,” has created a map that 
shows the distribution spread of single 
men and women across the United States 
at WhosYourCity.com. With the excep-
tion of the Miami-Fort Lauderdale area 
and a pocket of single women near Jack-
sonville, Florida is largely skewed toward 
single males. In most cities, there are 
rough- ly 15,000 more single 
m e n than single women. 

That translates to 
a lot of opportu-

For a limited time, Premier Club is off ering
a trial membership.
Th is off er includes exclusive use of:

• Championship golf  at Naples Grande Golf  Club, an 18-hole, Rees Jones 
   designed course.

• Chic dining and exciting entertainment at Naples Grande Beach Resort, 
   The Waldorf  Astoria Collection.

• Relaxing and invigorating spa therapy at the world-renowned Golden 
   Door® Spa (located at Naples Grande).

• Professional instruction and play by Peter Burwash International pros at 
   the Naples Grande Tennis Center.

• Beachfront dining with breathtaking views at Edgewater Beach Hotel.

For more information on memberships, please contact 
MARC FREIBURG | PREMIER CLUB
7760 Golden Gate Parkway | Naples, FL 34105 | 239.659.3714

WITH THE PREMIER CLUB OF NAPLES,
YOU ONLY NEED ONE CLUB...



The most exquisite collection of linens and accessories for your bed, bath and table...and of course elegant lingerie.  

World Class Desingers call Gattle’s their home.

1300 3rd St. S. #202

239 435-0004
1300 3rd St. S. #202

239 435-0004

4

Third Street South Farmers Market

Saturday 

7:30 - 11:30 a.m

Fruits, vegetables, baked goods, cheeses, fresh fi sh, food, fl owers, plants, herbs, 
soaps, and much more can all be found.

Music fi lls the air. 
Located behind in the Neapolitan parking lot between Third Street South and Gordon Drive.
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diameter.
Art aficionados will have numer-

ous opportunities to be jarred and/or 
entranced as they wander through the 
exhibition that consists of 52 pieces 
showcasing the myriad talents of 46 
artists who have a distinct connec-
tion to the Sunshine State. All media 
are represented, including very strong, 
diverse selections of sculpture and pho-
tography.

Although I have not yet viewed the 
final selections for the show, I suspect 
the smallest sculpture will be Cuban-
American Fernando Ortega’s “Twins.” 
The hand-carved sculpture consists of 
countless intersecting links and mea-
sures 15.5 inches by 9 inches by 4.5 
inches. Be prepared to be amazed at 
how the artist creates his miniature 
masterpieces one intersecting link at 
a time, with no glue or pins affixing 
one to the other, from a single piece of 
basswood.

“Twins” is Mr. Ortega’s tribute to 9/
ll. 

A second small, exciting bit of sculp-
ture is Martin Gates’ “Totemic Owl,” 
carved from alabaster and standing 21 
inches tall.

At the other end of the size spectrum 
are sculptures in excess of 7 feet tall: 
“Hand,” by Billie Grace Lynn; “Hero 
685” by Linda Stein; and “Climber” by 
Rainer Lagemann.

Nature photography lovers should 
be entranced by John Brady’s “Blue 
Ridge Forest #2.” Though I have yet 
to view the actual photograph, merely 
glancing at an e-mail detail reminded 
me of Maine painter Joel Babb’s mar-
velously detailed paintings recently 
exhibited at the museum. Photograph-
ing deep within the bowels of the 
Blue Ridge Mountain State Forest, 
Mr. Brady has memorialized all the 
subtle nuances of the myriad tones 
and textures of green that abound in 
this lush photograph.

While not a definitive record of 
currently exhibiting Florida artists, 
“Florida Contemporary” will serve as 
an overview of the innovative images, 
subject matter, techniques and medi-
ums that characterize the work being 
created in the state today. The exhibi-
tion is organized by the Naples Muse-
um of Art. Pieces are on loan either 
from the individual artists or from 
six galleries: the Bernice Steinbaum 
Gallery, Miami; The Dorsch Gallery, 
Miami; Virginia Miller Galleries, 
Miami; Ellen Charapko Gallery, Fort 
Lauderdale; Fredric Snitzer, Miami; 
and Longstreth-Goldberg ART here 
in Naples.

The Naples Museum of Art is open 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday-Satur-
day, and from noon to 4 p.m. Sunday. 
Admission is $8 for adults and $4 for 
students. For more information, call 
597-1900 or visit www.thephil.org. The 
museum is at 5833 Pelican Bay Blvd., 
next to the Philharmonic Center for the 
Arts. ■

ART
From page 1

                                        

>> The second annual “Florida 
Contemporary” exhibition
>> Where: The Naples Museum of Art
>> When: May 15-June 30
>> Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday-Satur-
day, noon to 4 p.m. Sunday
>> Admission: $8 for adults, $4 for students
>> Info: 597-1900 or www.thephil.org

in the know

IMAGES COURTESY OF THE ARTISTS

Above: Elan With A Bowl, Rima Jabbur-Macksoud 
Right: Blue Ridge Forest #2, John Brady

Also on exhibit this summer at The 
Patty & Jay Baker Naples Museum 
of Art:

• “French Twist: Masterworks 
of Photography from Atget to Man 
Ray,” 90 rare vintage prints from the 
golden age of French photography 
(1900-1940) — From the lyrical archi-
tectural views of Eugène Atget to the 
surrealist inventions of Man Ray and 
Dora Maar, from the boyish wonder 
of Jacques-Henri Lartigue to the twi-
light-inspired moodiness of Brassaï, 
from the elegant still lifes of André 
Kertész to the sophisticated street 
theater of Henri Cartier-Bresson and 
Ilse Bing, all major facets of French 
photography are surveyed and cel-
ebrated.

This is a singular opportunity for 
those who appreciate photography 
to see these masterworks in one 
exhibition. All works are from the 
collection of Michael Mattis and 
Judith Hochberg. This exhibition 
was organized by art2art Circulat-

ing Exhibitions.
• “Associated 

American Art-
ists, Art by Sub-
scription,” more 
than 70 etchings, 
wood engravings, 
aquatints and mez-
zotints by nearly 
50 members of 
the Associated 
American Artists 
— In March 1933, 
when America 
was seized by an 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
economic depres-
sion, art dealer 
Reeves Lewenthal 
formed the Asso-
ciated American 
Artists. His plan 
was to make fine 
art prints afford-
able to every American. Members of 
the AAA began to make art for the 

masses, and Lewen-
thal used the post 
office to distribute 
catalogues offering a 
variety of their prints. 
Budding collectors 
sprang up all over the 
country.

Showcased are 
works by Thomas Hart 
Benton, Miguel Cova-
rrubias, John Steuart 
Curry, Mabel Dwight, 
Doris Lee, Reginald 
Marsh, Peggy Bacon, 
Grant Wood and oth-
ers. This exhibition 
was organized by the 
Springfield Museum of 
Art, Springfield, Ohio. 
Tour management by 
Smith Kramer Fine 
Art Services, Kansas 
City, Mo.

Both of the above exhibits are on 
display through June.

Make a day at the museum

COURTESY IMAGE

From “French Twist” – Fille de 
Montmartre Playing Russian Bil-
liards, Blvd. Rochechouart, Brassai, 
gelatin silver print, 1932-33

COURTESY OF THE BERNICE STEINBAUM GALLERY, MIAMI
Hand, Billie Grace Lynn 



Gulf Coast Pollo Tropical®
First Area Store Receives Makeover

Check out the NEW! Pollo Tropical®

Coupons valid after grand re-opening date

One coupon per
person per visit.

Offer valid at  
East Trail location only. 

Coupon cannot be  
duplicated and  

cannot be combined
with any other offer.

Expires 06.15.2010

Code
16

FREE
Small 

TropiChop® Bowl

with Purchase of

a Regular Fountain  

Beverage

a $3.95 Value

Create your own  
culinary masterpiece  
and build your own 
TropiChop® Bowl. 

Choose either  
chicken or pork.

$5 
OFF
Any order  

of $10 
or more

One coupon per
person per visit.
Offer valid at all  

East Trail location only. 
Coupon cannot be  

duplicated and  
cannot be combined
with any other offer.

Expires 06.15.2010

Code
14

Grand Re-opening May 15th

Enjoy a real taste of the Tropics, with authentic spices  
and flavors, fresh from the grill.

 
 

  daily happy hour specials.

 

FREE
Glass of Wine  

or Sangria!
with any  

meal purchase
A $3.50 Value

One coupon per person  
per visit. Offer valid  

at East Trail 
 location only. Coupon  
cannot be duplicated  

and cannot be combined 
with any other offer.
Must be 21 or older  

to redeem.

Expires 06.15.2010

Code
65

NAPLES
3777 East Tamiami Trail

Seminole Ave

Guilfo
rd Rd

E Tam
iam

i Trail 

One coupon per
person per visit.

Offer valid at  
East Trail location only. 

Coupon cannot be  
duplicated and  

cannot be combined
with any other offer.

Expires 06.15.2010

FREE
Large Fried

Yuca Sticks

with purchase
of any 

Family Meal

A $3.25 Value

Code
69
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WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO
This week’s theater

■ Improv Group - Naples City 
Improv performs a dinner show at 
Fred’s Diner starting at 6:30 p.m. May 
15. Upcoming dates are June 5 and 19, 
July 10 and 24 and Aug. 7 and 21. 2700 
Immokalee Road. Reservations: 431-
7928.

■ Tea-A-Ria - Presented by Fred’s 
Diner May 16 and 23 and June 6, 13 and 
20. Enjoy a light-hearted comedy with 
’40’s era cocktails and Italian entrees. 
2700 Immokalee Road. 431-7928. 

■ Greater Tuna - By the Naples 
Players in the Tobye Studio at Sugden 
Community Theatre May 12-22. 263-
7990 or www.naplesplayers.org.

■ The Big Bang - At Florida Rep 
through May 23. 332-4488 or www.flori-
darep.org. 

■ The Emperor’s New Clothes 
- At Broadway Palm Children’s Theatre 
through May 30. 278-4422.

■ Ring of Fire - At Broadway Palm 
Dinner Theatre through June 5. 278-
4422.

■ The Importance of Being 
Earnest - By the Naples Players at 
the Sugden Theatre through May 15. 
263-7990.

■ Murder on the Scottish Line 
- On the Murder Mystery Dinner Train 
at 6:30 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays. 
www.semgulf.com or 275-8487.

■ The House of Bernarda 
Alba - By The Laboratory Theater of 
Florida through May 15 at the Sidney & 
Berne Davis Art Center. 333-1933.

This week’s symphony

■ Bluejeans & Bluegrass - 
Cherryholmes performs with the Naples 
Philharmonic Orchestra at 8 p.m. May 13 
at the Philharmonic Center for the Arts. 
597-1900.

■ Brass Tunes - Enjoy a Magic 
Carpet Concert at the Philharmonic 
Center for the Arts at 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. 
May 15. 597-1900.   

■ Major/Minor Concert - The 
Naples Philharmonic Orchestra per-
forms a Major/Minor Concert at the 
Philharmonic Center for the Arts at 7 

p.m. May 16. 597-1900.  

■ Chamber No. 3 - 20th-
Century Gems with Judy Christy 
starts at 8 p.m. May 19 at the Daniels 

Pavilion at the Philharmonic Center 
for the Arts. 597-1900 

 Thursday, May 13 

■ Star Wars - The Star 
Wars Symphony Orches-

tra performs at 7:30 p.m. 
at Germain Arena, 11000 

Everblades Parkway, Este-
ro 7:30 p.m. 948-7825.  

■ Open Mic - Naples 
Flatbread & Wine Bar in 
Miromar Outlets and on 
Naples Boulevard hosts 
open mic nights from 
6:30-9:30 p.m. every 
Thursday. www.naples-
flatbread.com.

■ Thursdays on Third - Enjoy 
live music and free entertainment along 
with shopping and dining every Thurs-
day evening between November and 
May on Third Street South. www.third-
streetsouth.com.

■ Quiz Night - The English Pub 
hosts Quiz Night at 8:30 p.m. 775-3727, 
2408 Linwood Ave. East Naples. www.
naplesenglishpub.com. 

 Friday, May 14

■ Weekend Concerts - Gulf 
Coast Town Center offers its free Week-
end Concert Series in Market Plaza 
from 8-0 p.m. Tonight: Vanilla Crosby. 
267-0783 or gulfcoasttowncenter.com.  

 Saturday, May 15 

■ Bluegrass Event - It’s Cel-
ebrate Families Day at the Cambier Park 
band shell, with Frontline Bluegrass, 
Monroe Station Band and special guest 
Casey Weston. Enjoy free bluegrass, 
folk and acoustic country for the whole 
family. 213-3058. 

■ SoapFest Events - The 12th 
annual SoapFest Charity Weekend is set 
for today and Sunday at various loca-
tions on Marco Island. Enjoy the area’s 

largest daytime TV celebrity fan fest 
with more than 20 stars from Emmy-
award winning shows. The weekend’s 
events raise funds for local children’s 
charities. www.SoapFest.com or 394-
0080.  

■ Dance and BBQ - The CityFest 
Concert, Dance & BBQ are set for 6-10 p.m. 
at Tin City, 1200 5th Ave. S. 262-4200, 

■ Weekend Concerts - Gulf 
Coast Town Center offers its free Week-
end Concert Series in Market Plaza 
from 8-10 p.m. Tonight: Frank Sinatra 
songs by Ole Blue Eyes. 267-0783 or 
gulfcoasttowncenter.com.  

■ Chess Anyone? - The South-
west Florida Chess Club invites play-
ers of all ages and abilities to gather at 
Books-A-Million at Mercado from 1:30-5 
p.m. 898-0458 or e-mail swflchess@
yahoo.com.

Saturday, May 16

■ Beach Flavor - Taste of the 
Beach is set for noon-6 p.m. at Bay Oaks 
Recreation Center on Fort Myers Beach. 
Sample the area’s best cuisine with live 
bands, exhibitors and fun activities for 
the kids. 454-7500.  

■ Blues Too - Rivers and Blues 
Take 2 starts at noon at the Alliance of 
the Arts, featuring Mambo, Deb n the 
Dynamics, Juice and other bands, plus 
food from local eateries. $5. 229-9825 or 
www.riverandbluesfestival.com.

■ Water Ski Show - A free water 
ski show by the Southern Extreme 
Water-Ski Team starts at 4 p.m. every 
Sunday at Miromar Outlets near the 
Restaurant Piazza. 

Monday, May 17 

■ Cooking Class - “Real Meals 
with Real Seafood Co.” starts at 6 p.m. at 
Whole Foods Market, 9101 Strada Place. 
Chef Brent demonstrates simple recipes 
for the tastiest seafood. $10; register at 
552-5100 or www.acteva.com/Go/Life-
styleCenter. 

■ Final Concert - The Naples Jazz 
Orchestra’s final concert of the season 
is set for 7 p.m. at Cambier Park. Bring 
blankets or chairs; donations accepted. 
348-3675.

■ Love Trivia? - The Pub at Mer-
cato has Trivia Night every Monday at 
7:30 p.m. 594-9400.

Tuesday, May 18 

■ Team Trivia - Boston Beer Gar-
den Team Trivia is played at 9 p.m. 
every Tuesday at 2396 Immokalee Rd. 
596-2337.

Wednesday, May 19 

■ Spanish Fare - “World of Cook-
ing Spanish Tapas” starts at 6 p.m. at 
Whole Foods Market, 9101 Strada Place. 
Learn how to make authentic Spanish 
tapas. $10. Register at www.acteva.com/
Go/LifestyleCenter or 552-5100. 

■ Pirate Night - Join The English 
Pub every Wednesday for Pirate Night 
and Hermit Crab Races as well as live 
entertainment at 6:30 p.m. 775-3727 or 
www.naplesenglishpub.com.

■ History Tours - Walking tours 

COURTESY PHOTO

Marnie Schulenburg, who plays Alison Stewart on daytime’s “As The World Turns,” performs a 
reading of “Specter,” a play by Don Nigro, at 8 p.m. Sunday, May 16, at the Marco Players The-
ater in the Town Center Plaza on Marco Island. Ms. Schulenburg will be joined on stage by Tom 
Pelphrey, a former actor in “As The World Turns” and “Guiding Light.” The reading is part of 
SoapFest  2010. Tickets are $50 and include a cocktails and a talk back with the actors. Visit 
www.SoapFest.com or call 394-0080.

The Star Wars Symphony 
Orchestra performs at 7:30 
p.m., May 13 at Germain Arena

COURTESY PHOTO
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WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO

of the Naples Historical District start at 
10 a.m. at 137 12th Ave. South. Requested 
donations are $15 adults, $5 children. 
Reservations are required: 261-8164.  

■ Song Night - Wednesdays are 
Singer/Songwriter Night from 7-10 p.m. 
at Fred’s Diner, 2700 Immokalee Road, 
Naples. 431-7928 or www.fredsdiner.com.

 Upcoming events 

■ Comedian - D.L. Hughley per-
forms May 21-23 at the Off The Hook 
Comedy Club, 599 S. Collier Blvd., 
Marco Island. 389-6900.

■ Multi-media Show - “Salvage,” 
with Alyce Bochette dance, plays May 
21-22 at the Sidney & Berne Davis Art 
Center. 333-1933.

■ Dog Show - The Greater Fort 
Myers Dog Club Spring Show is set 
for May 22-23 at the Lee Civic Center. 
Hours are 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday and 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday. $8 per car per day or 
$15 for both days. 945-2776.

■ Percussion Tunes - A Magic 
Carpet Concert: Percussion is set for 
9:30 and 11:30 a.m. May 22 at the Philhar-
monic Center for the Arts. 597-1900. 

■ Youth Concert - A Youth Chorale 
Recital starts at 2 p.m. May 22 at the Phil-
harmonic Center for the Arts. 597-1900. 

■ Family Event - Family Fare No. 
2: Pictures at an Exhibition starts at 3 
p.m. May 23 at the Philharmonic Cen-
ter for the Arts. This concert event is 
geared for the whole family. 597-1900   

■ Mirandolina - By ETC…Read-
ers Theatre of The Naples Players at 
7:30 p.m.  May 23 at the Tobye Studio, 
Sugden Community Theatre, 701 5th 
Avenue South, Naples. $10. 263-7990.

■ Cruiser Concert - Gulf Coast 
Town Center hosts a Market Plaza Court-
yard Concert with the U.S. Navy Ban 
Cruisers from 7:30-9 p.m. May 25. The 
eight-piece vocal and instrumental ensem-

ble is one of the most popular performing 
units in Armed Forces entertainment. 

■ Art Event - The Art League of 
Bonita Springs hosts Art Walk at the 
Promenade at Bonita Bay from 4-7 p.m. 
May 27. Enjoy exhibitions and musical 
entertainment. 495-8989 or www.art-
centerbonita.org.

■ Patriotic Pops - The Naples Phil-
harmonic Orchestra presents Star Span-
gled Spectacular at 8 p.m. May 27-29 at 
the Philharmonic Center for the Arts.
597-1900.

— Send calendar listings to events@
floridaweekly.com.

D.L. Hughley performs May 21-23 at the Off The Hook Comedy Club on Marco Island.

COURTESY PHOTO

Teatime goes Italian at Fred’s Diner, with dinner and a performance of “Tea-A-Ria” by The 
Orpheus Players. The light-hearted comedy takes place in the 1940s on opening day of Leonie 
Palazotto’s tearoom. Her big Italian family is willing to do anything to help her — even if they 
don’t quite get the concept of teatime. The $29.95 price includes the show, a glass of cham-
pagne and a three-course Italian dinner. Show time is 5 p.m. Sundays, May 16 and June 6, 13 
and 20, and 7 p.m. Sunday, May 23. For reservations, call 431-7928.
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UPCOMING KEY WEST EVENTS

GETTING THERE IS HALF THE FUN

1-800-593-7259www.seakeywestexpress.com

*Minimum 8 day advance pre-purchased ticket, non-refundable, no cash value, 
cannot be combined with other offers. Excludes weekend fee.

Depart from Marco Island at
Rose Marco River Marina

Your Way to Key West $5.00
OFF ROUND TRIP

Regular Adult 
Full Fare

05/21 : Harry S. Truman Legacy Sumposium
05/23 : The Barefoot Man in Concert
05/28 : Cuban American Heritage Festival
05/29 : Yamaha Dolphin Masters Invitational

Sometimes it seems that Broadway 
producers are engaged in some kind 
of Theater Olympics where musicals 
have to be bigger, gaudier, and more 
over-the-top than the ones that came 
before it.

In “The Big Bang,” playing at the Flor-
ida Repertory Theatre, two producers, 
Boyd (Gary Marachek) and Jed (Jason 
Parrish) want to put on the “Biggest 
Musical Ever!!!!” 

With 318 actors, 6,428 costumes and 
1,400 wigs, this 12-hour extravaganza 
will tell the entire history of the world, 
from creation to current time. In fact, 
it’ll take 120 dancers just to tell the his-
tory of modern dance, including Bob 
Fosse, Alvin Ailey, Michael Bennett and 
Martha Graham.

Boyd and Jed are trying to raise $83.5 
million to produce this musical-on-
steroids. And we, the audience, are 
their potential backers. Gathering in an 
understated, posh New York City pent-
house, the two over-reaching, incred-
ibly misguided producers attempt to 
woo us by putting on highlights from 
their ludicrous musical. They are so 
naïve, so eager-to-please, so desperate.

It begins with “One Big Bang!” the 
opening number about the creation of 
the world, then goes into “Free Food 
& Frontal Nudity,” in which Boyd and 
Jed portray Adam and Eve. Mr. Parrish 
drapes himself with ivy for hair, which, 
Godiva-like, also cover Eve’s breasts. 
The two nude men hide behind the sofa, 
and when it’s time to sing and dance 
center stage, they cover themselves 
front and back with large pillows.

The two lurch through history, act-
ing out key milestones, whether it’s 
wisecracking Jewish slaves building the 
pyramids and wanting to exodus Egypt, 
or two chefs cooking for the obese 
Henry VIII.

If Rocky and Bullwinkle gave us frac-
tured fairy tales, this duo gives us frac-
tured history, populated with stereo-
types. No one is immune, as they (mis-)
represent Italians, Irish, Jews, Catholics, 
Hindus, whites, African-Americans, 
Native Americans, and Asian charac-
ters.

One of my favorites was “Wake Up, 
Caesar!” in which Julius Caesar (Mr. 
Parrish) is visited by a soothsayer 

(Mr. Marachek), who warns him of his 
upcoming murder. It is Julius Caesar 
meets “The Godfather,” as the two do 
their best Marlon Brando imperson-
ations while draped in makeshift togas.

All the costumes, by the way, are 
makeshift, as Boyd and Jed use whatev-
er they can find in the penthouse, from 
drapes to plants to fringes on the pil-
lows. Some of the costumes are so cre-
ative and so unexpected — for example, 
the way they make a hoop skirt for Boyd 
in a Civil War scene — that they drew 
applause from the laughing audience.

Of course the costumes, made from 
props and the set, are actually a care-
ful collaboration between Roberta 
Malcolm, Florida Rep’s resident cos-
tume designer and Jim Hunter, the set 
and lighting designer. They are noth-
ing short of ingenious, and genuinely 
funny.

Another highlight is “New World,” in 
which Christopher Columbus (Mr. Par-
rish) tries to convince Queen Isabella 
(Mr. Marachek) to give 
him ships so he can 
discover a bet-
ter route 
t o 
India, 
a n d 
a l s o 
d i s -
cover a New 
World, which he 
promises he’ll call 
“The United States 
of Isabella.” Mr. 
Marachek chews 
up the scenery 
as Queen Isa-
bella, but this 
is one of those 
shows where the 
whole point is to 
chew up the scen-
ery and be over the 
top. And the more 
over the top they 
are, the more hys-
terical the audience 
became.

“The Big Bang” is 
so funny that you 
think the theater’s 
been filled with 
laughing gas. There 
is nothing deep here, 
no last-act recon-
ciliation, no death-
bed scene, no lovers 
reuniting, no lessons 
learned. Thank God. 

“The Big Bang” is just sheer fun, 
pure stupid silliness, a musical stuffed 
to bursting with visual jokes, musical 
jokes, verbal jokes, and physical jokes. 
It’s a workout for the two actors, as 
they are both on stage almost all of the 
time in this intermission-less show. Mr. 
Boyd has a solo as Attila the Hun and 
as a man singing a love song to the last 
potato during the Great Potato Famine. 
Mr. Parrish charms as a lion that eats 
Christians in the coliseum. Later in the 
show he brings down the house as Eva 
Braun, singing, “Loving Him is Where I 
Went Wrong” while dressed in trench 
coat, white pumps and men’s black 
socks. 

The “modern” references don’t seem 
to work quite as well, as Sonny and 
Cher aren’t quite that modern. (After 
all, Sonny Bono died in a skiing acci-
dent a dozen years ago.) It’s interesting 
that a Napoleon and Josephine number 
received more laughs. But this is just a 
quibble. If one joke doesn’t tickle your 
funny bone, don’t worry; 
there are plenty more 

jokes coming.
Everything and 

everyone gets mocked or mentioned in 
this musical, from Sammy Davis Jr. and 
Sinatra to Gilbert and Sullivan. Not only 
are there musical references (thanks to 
composer Jed Feuer) but myriad lyrical 
references (thanks to Boyd Graham, 
who wrote the book and clever lyrics).

Director Robert Cacioppo makes it all 
look spontaneous and off-the-cuff, while 
choreographer Amy Marie McCleary 
gets them to dance and move in ways 
that are funny and not-too-polished. 
(Check out Mr. Marachek’s wiggles as 

Nefertiti.) Pianist Edward Reichert, 
the bemused calm in the midst 
of all the craziness, accompanies 
Mr. Parrish and Mr. Marachek on 
stage.

And while it makes fun of the-
ater, “The Big Bang” is also a trib-

ute to it, reminding us of the sense 
of play, and how it only takes a 

few props and great imagina-
tion to put on a show. Need 
a laugh? Go see it. ■

THEATER REVIEW

NancySTETSON
nstetson@floridaweekly.com

Laughing your way through history
                                        

>> “The Big Bang”
>> Where: Florida Repertory Theatre, 2267 
Bay Street, Fort Myers, in the Arcade Theatre 
in downtown Fort Myers, between Hendry and 
Jackson
>> When: through May 23
>> Cost: $38 and $42
>> Information: 332-4488 or                
www.FloridaRep.org 
>> Note: There is a pre-show, so arrive early 
to catch it.

in the know

COURTESY PHOTO

Jason Parrish and Gary 
Marachek in “The Big 

Bang” at the Florida 
Repertory Theatre 

through May 23.
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BY BRADLEY RIGOR

AND MARY CALCOTE__________________
Special to Florida Weekly

GIVING

The charitable donation of a life insur-
ance policy to a community foundation 
gives the donor the opportunity to pro-
vide the foundation with a substantially 
larger gift than may otherwise be pos-
sible without diluting assets intended 
for other beneficiaries. At the same time, 
this planning technique provides the 
donor with certain tax benefits at death 
and often during life.  

A common arrangement involves the 
foundation becoming the owner or ben-
eficiary of a life insurance policy on the 

life of the donor. In 
this technique, the 
donor purchases a 
life insurance con-
tract on his or her 
own life and then 
donates the policy 
itself to the chari-
table foundation, 
names the founda-
tion as beneficiary of 
the policy, or both.  

In the first 
instance, the donor 
might opt to make 
a gift of an existing 
life insurance pol-
icy by completing 
the insurer’s change 
of ownership paper-
work, the transfer 
of which does not 
result in adverse 
tax consequences to 

the donor in most circumstances. The 
charity then can make use of the cash 
value of the policy for financial needs 
prior to the death of the donor. 

By making a gift of a life insurance 
policy to a charitable foundation in this 
fashion, the donor generally receives 
income tax deductions for payment 
of the annual premiums on the policy, 
subject to certain limitations, which 
then pays a substantial death benefit to 
the charity at the donor’s death. As a 
result of the income tax deduction for 
the premium paid, the donor is able to 
make a gift in excess of the actual cost 
to the donor in maintaining the policy 
through payment of the premiums.

Transferring ownership of the policy 
not only provides the donor with offset-
ting income tax deductions for payment 
of the policy premiums, but provided 
that the donor does not die within three 
years of transferring ownership of an 
existing policy to the charity, the value 
of the policy will not be included in 
the donor’s estate at death. In making a 

donation of an existing policy, the donor 
also may receive an income tax chari-
table deduction equal to the lesser of 
the donor’s adjusted basis in the policy 
and the policy’s interpolated value (cash 
value increased by unearned premiums 
less loans).

For instance, if the donor has a life 
insurance policy for which he has paid 
an annual premium of $20,000 for two 
years ($40,000 total) and which has a 
policy value of $125,000, the amount 
deductible as a charitable contribution 
will be the donor’s basis of $40,000, as 
the lesser of the two values.

A gift of the life insurance policy to a 
charitable foundation still is subject to an 
income tax deduction limitation based 
upon the adjusted gross income of the 
donor and the type of charity involved. 
These income tax deduction limitations 
for a given tax year range from 30 per-
cent to 50 percent of the donor's adjust-
ed gross income. Any excess, however, 
is deductible to the donor in subsequent 
tax years for up to five years following 
the initial donation.

If the donor prefers, however, a gift 
of the death benefit alone is possible 
by designation of the foundation as the 
beneficiary of the policy. This allows the 
donor to benefit the foundation without 
delay and expense from estate admin-
istration. Although the ownership of 
the policy by the donor may result in 
inclusion in the donor’s estate of the 
value of the policy, the offsetting estate 
tax charitable deduction available to the 
donor’s estate at death generally will 
negate any tax consequences resulting 
from any inclusion of the policy in the 
donor’s estate.   

Of course, any charitable gift of this 
nature and the corresponding tax ben-
efits are highly dependent upon the facts 
and circumstances involved with the 
particular donor and charitable founda-
tion, and therefore require careful analy-
sis with your advisor prior to achieving 
effective planning. ■

— Bradley Rigor, a member of the 
Community Foundation of Collier 
County’s Professional Advisors Coun-
cil, is board certified by the Florida 
Bar as a specialist in wills, trusts and 
estates law. He is a partner at Quarles 
& Brady LLP. Mary Calcote holds an 
LL.M. in taxation and is an associate in 
the Trusts and Estates Practice Group 
at Quarles & Brady LLP. The Commu-
nity Foundation of Collier County man-
ages more than 400 funds established 
by charitable individuals and organiza-
tions and offers donor advised funds. 
For more information, call 649-5000 or 
visit www.cfcollier.org.

Consider an insurance policy when
making your charitable donations

SOUNDS OF SINATRA 
DINNER CRUISE
Featuring Tony Avalon 
Tuesday, May 25, 2010 
7-9pm 

550 Port-O-Call  Way | Naples, FL 34102

Call (239) 649-2275
for reservations.

www.NaplesPrincessCruises.com

IMAGES OF A PRINCESS ... 
A CRUISE FIT FOR A PRINCESS 
Th ursday, May 27, 2010 
2-3:30pm 

Liebig Art Center, Bosom Buddies and NCH. 

PUZZLE ANSWERS

RIGOR

CALCOTE

Hotels, Trains & Cruises
A Collection of Unique Experiences

  in France 

 
Hotels, Trains & Cruises 

2245 VENETIAN COURT •  NAPLES, FL 34109

239-513-0333 • 800-865-8111
www.BettyMacleanTravel.com • Info@BettyMacleanTravel.com

BETTY MACLEAN TRAVEL Inc.

SHANGHAI   CARTAGENA   BRISBANE   ST NAZAIRE   CALDERA   ST MAARTEN   ST PETERSBURG   NAWILIWILI   LIBSON

C
ALD

ER
A   ST M

AAR
TEN

   ST PETER
SBU

R
G

   N
AW

ILIW
ILI   LIBSO

N
   VAN

C
O

U
VER

   C
ALD

ER
A   SH

AN
G

H
AI   C

AR
TAG

EN
A   BR

ISBAN
E   ST N

AZAIR
E   SH

AN
G

H
AI   C

AR
TAG

EN
A   BR

ISBAN
E

   

SHANGHAI   CARTAGENA   BRISBANE   ST NAZAIRE   CALDERA   ST MAARTEN   ST PETERSBURG   NAWILIWILI   LIBSON

C
AL

D
ER

A 
  S

T 
M

AA
R

TE
N

   
ST

 P
ET

ER
SB

U
R

G
   

N
AW

IL
IW

IL
I  

 L
IB

SO
N

   
VA

N
C

O
U

VE
R

   
C

AL
D

ER
A 

  S
H

AN
G

H
AI

   
C

AR
TA

G
EN

A 
  B

R
IS

BA
N

E 
  S

T 
N

AZ
AI

R
E 

  S
H

AN
G

H
AI

   
C

AR
TA

G
EN

A 
  B

R
IS

BA
N

E
   



www.FloridaWeekly.com    NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLYC10    ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT    WEEK OF MAY 13-19, 2010

 SEE ANSWERS, C9 SEE ANSWERS, C9 ©2010 King Features Synd., Inc. World rights reserved.©2010 King Features Synd., Inc. World rights reserved.

*Colorado State University hurricane team   **Call for details. License #CRC056857

ST RM
SMART®

INDUSTRIES

are predicted for 2010*.
Don’t delay, call Storm Smart today.

Intelligent Hurricane Protection.
888.962.7283  

Buy any 4 Storm Smart Products and get the 5th FREE!**

Plus register at: www.StormSmart.com to save 10%

4 Major Hurricanes

ST RM
SMART

4 Major Hurricanes

888.962.7283  

★

FLORIDA WEEKLY PUZZLES

Place a number in the empty 
boxes in such a way that each 

row across, each column down 
and each small 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers 

from one to nine.

HOROSCOPESSWIPED!

By Linda Thistle
Sponsored By:

★ Moderate    ★ ★ Challenging
★ ★ ★ Expert

Puzzle Difficulty this week: 

■ TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20) It’s a time to expect the unexpect-
ed. So don’t be surprised if a decision 
that just recently seemed final suddenly 
opens up and leaves you with another 
chance to make an important choice.

■ GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
Taking a different tack on a work proj-
ect might rankle some colleagues. But 
the positive results of your innovative 
course soon speak for themselves. Cel-
ebrate with a fun-filled weekend.

■ CANCER (June 21 to July 22) 
Meeting new associates can be awkward, 
even if you’re in a high positive phase 
right now. Best advice: Make them feel 
comfortable, and you’ll soon forget your 
own discomfort.

■ LEO (July 23 to August 22) 
It’s a good time for you social Lions to 
blow-dry your manes, polish your claws 
and look like the Fabulous Felines you 
are as you make new friends and influ-
ence the influential.

■ VIRGO (August 23 to Sep-
tember 22) Expectations run especially 
high this week, and you should feel con-
fident in your abilities to take advantage 
of what might be offered. A colleague has 
some advice you might find helpful.

■ LIBRA (September 23 to 
October 22) A recent flurry of activ-
ity leaves you in need of a little breathing 
space, and you’d be wise to take it. Close 
family members should have an explana-
tion about an emergency situation that 
just passed.

■ SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) An insensitive act makes 

a difficult situation more so. But try not to 
waste either your physical or emotional 
energies in anger. Move on and let others 
fill the clod in on the facts of life.

■ SAGITTARIUS (November 
22 to December 21) It’s a good time 
to look into that training program or 
college course you’ve been consider-
ing. You might have a good place to 
use those sharpened skills sooner rather 
than later.

■ CAPRICORN (December 22 
to January 19) Education dominates 
much of your aspect during this week. 
You might want to start checking out 
those summer session courses that could 
help advance your career plans.

■ AQUARIUS (January 20 to 
February 18) Progress often comes in 
fits and starts. But at least you’re moving 
straight ahead with no backsliding. You 
should soon be able to pick up the pace 
and reach your goals in due time.

■ PISCES (February 19 to 
March 20) Be wary of a deal that gives 
confusing answers to your questions. 
Remember: It’s always risky swimming 
in unknown waters, so you need all the 
help you can get to stay on course.

■ ARIES (March 21 to April 19) 
You might not like some people’s idea 
of a surprise. But you could be in for a 
pleasant shock when someone finally 
sends a reply to a request you made so 
long ago that you almost forgot about it.

■ BORN THIS WEEK: You 
have a way of bringing people together 
and creating close friendships wherever 
you go.
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“Iron Man 2” is big, loud, and more 
narcissistically self-indulgent than Tony 
Stark himself. Practically every scene 
screams “aren’t these visual effects fabu-
lous?” or “look how sexy Scarlett Johans-
son is!” or “did you notice how awesome 
the visual effects look”? This movie has 
“blockbuster” written all over it. What it 
doesn’t have is a story.

Instead, director Jon Favreau’s pop-
corn-muncher has a number of subplots 
that fail to add up to a whole. Picking 
up where “Iron Man” (2008) left off, 
billionaire weapons manufacturer Tony 
Stark (Robert Downey Jr.) has been 
asked by a smarmy senator (Garry Shan-
dling) to reveal the secrets of his alter 
ego Iron Man suit. Lt. Col. James Rhodes 
(Don Cheadle, taking over for Terrence 
Howard and registering no difference) 
finds himself caught in the middle, and 
their tension manifests in a forced fight 
sequence in which much of Stark’s home 
is destroyed. As an aside: No billion-
aire superhero has ever so willingly 
destroyed his own home to the extent 
that Stark does here. I know money is 
no object to him, but his homeowner’s 
insurance must be exorbitant.

Justin Hammer (Sam Rockwell) is a 
weapons manufacturer and Stark’s rival. 
After seeing presumed-dead Russian 
physicist Ivan Vanko (Mickey Rourke) 
nearly kill Stark with electric whips 
(giving Vanko the name “Whiplash”), 
Hammer hires Vanko to create the 
weaponry needed to compete with the 
Iron Man suit. We’re told Vanko and 
Stark’s fathers were once partners, but 
Justin Theroux’s script forgets about 
that for the sake of watching Johans-
son in skin-tight suits. She plays Stark’s 
new assistant Natalie, and her presence 
makes Pepper Potts (Gwyneth Paltrow) 
look old. 

Nick Fury (Samuel L. Jackson) also 
makes an extended appearance, and 
most of his screen time moves the story 
sideways rather than forward. Marvel 
Comics fans understand his presence, 
but his relevance will not make sense to 
filmgoers until “The Avengers” in 2012. 
Hint: We’ll see Fury again in “Thor” and 

“Captain America” next summer.
The first “Iron Man” — which I liked 

but didn’t love — was a winner because 
of good action, an intriguing story, and 
Mr. Downey’s charm. That charm is 
certainly here again, but it’s not enough. 
And regardless of how good the action 
looks (and it does look awesome), it 
often feels senseless. Action for the sake 
of action is fun, but it doesn’t make for a 
good movie.

“Iron Man 2” is an example of why it’s 
hard for sequels to succeed: They need 
to embrace what the predecessor did 
correctly and build a newer, better prod-
uct at the same time. “The Dark Knight” 
did this perfectly. “Iron Man 2” doesn’t 
even come close.  ■

— Dan Hudak is the chairman of the 
Florida Film Critics Circle and a nation-
ally syndicated film critic. You can 
e-mail him at dan@hudakonhollywood.
com and read more of his work at www.
hudakonhollywood.com.

A Nightmare On Elm 
Street ★★

(Jackie Earle Haley, Kyle Gallner, 
Rooney Mara) Horror icon Freddy 
Krueger (Jackie Earle Haley) returns to 
Elm Street to murder teenagers in their 
sleep, which also kills them in real life. 
It’s an uninspired and lame attempt to 
restart the franchise, as the story lacks 
coherence and Haley takes the role way 
too seriously. Rated R.

The Bounty Hunter 

★★
(Jennifer Aniston, 
Gerard Butler, Chris-
tine Baranski) Bounty 
hunter Milo (Butler) 
can earn $5,000 for 
bringing in his ex-
wife Nicole (Aniston), 
who skipped her court 
appearance for alleg-
edly beating up a cop. 
Butler and Aniston are ok, but the 
movie isn’t funny and plot holes undo 
any energy it has, leaving it flat and 
uninspired. Rated PG-13.

LATEST FILMS

CAPSULES

‘Iron Man 2’

REVIEWED BY DAN HUDAK
www.hudakonhollywood.com    ............

★★ ½
Is it worth $10?  No

>> Mr. Rourke visited a real prison in Moscow 
to prepare for his role, and he wanted the majority of 
his dialogue to be in Russian (there’s some Russian, 
but not much). Also, the tattoos on Vanko’s body 
are authentically Russian in accordance with the 
character’s heritage and personal history.

 did the know?

danHUDAK
www.hudakonhollywood.com

New York Style Pizza

($4 Golden Monkeys)
Each

$300
(Chimay Excluded)

Each
$100

www.southstreetnaples.com | 239.435.9333 
 Visit website for Calendar of Events and Menu
1410 Pine Ridge Rd. | Open 7 Days 11a-2a

New York Style Pizza!

Best Comfort Food 
in Town!

Largest Craft Beer
Selection on tap in 

Naples!

24 Beers on Tap!

Every Week Celebrate

The Best Bar 
Without The 

Bar Food!

""
Urban Atmosphere!
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We Roll Tobacco

Smooth
Smokin’
20mm
Filter

4851 Golden Gate Parkway
Naples

239-348-0922
8am - 8pm Daily

T O B A C C O

Surgeon General’s Warning: Smoking causes lung cancer, heart disease, emphysema and may complicate pregnancy.

Come 
to the 

House of 

Great 
Savings 

& 
Roll Your 

Own 

200 Cigs
$21.95

Full Flavors
Lights

Full Flavored Menthol
Menthol Lights

FLORIDA WRITERS
Guy LaBree’s brushstrokes: A tribute to the Seminole nation

This attractive book is at once oral his-
tory, biography, art education, a glimpse 
into Seminole culture and a generous 
portfolio of the work of an outstanding 
self-taught artist. Carol Mahler manages 
to tell not only a good deal about the life 
of Guy LaBree, but also about the life of 
each painting. 

As Ms. Mahler traces Mr. LaBree’s 
early years growing up in the commu-
nity of Dania, near Fort Lauderdale, she 
details his grade school friendships with 
the Seminole children from the Dania 
Reservation who were his schoolmates. 
Many of those relationships have lasted 
until today.

Young Guy formed a bond with the 
Seminole people that matured and deep-
ened over the years. He was fascinated 
by their traditions. In time, he became 
their spokesman in paint — that is, he 
translated their stories, legends and way 
of life into a glorious series of vivid, 
respectful and celebratory paintings. 
The respect was mutual, as Seminole 
leaders opened up to him, repeating 
their people’s narratives over and over 
until Mr. LaBree — always ready to ask 
questions and hear another version — 
knew them as if he had been reared with 
them.

He invited his Seminole friends to 

critique his works, blending their knowl-
edge and their gut responses into altera-
tions and revisions of his first attempts. 

Every painting has two stories
Ms. Mahler interviewed the artist 

about all of the paintings that are repro-
duced in the book. Each has two sto-
ries: the story that surrounds the frozen 
moment created by Mr. LaBree’s brush-
strokes, and the story of how the paint-
ing came into being. The author also 
interviewed many in the Seminole com-

munity who have known Mr. LaBree for 
so long. Several members of the tribe 
have commissioned his paintings, as 
well as inspired them.

The paintings them-
selves, as reproduced 
in this book, are a 
feast of color, ener-
gy and imagination. 
Reproductions of two 
of them — “Genesis” 
and “Exodus” — are 
part of the collection 
of the Smithsonian 
National Museum of 
the American Indian 
in Washington, D.C.  
Together, they evoke 
the Seminole creation 
myth.

Mr. LaBree’s other 
interpretations of 
Seminole myths 
include “Bridge to Eternity” and “Kissim-
mee River Legend.” The startling images 
in “Sons of Thunder,” completed in 1994, 
seem to foreshadow sequences in the 
painterly visions of the film “Avatar.”

Many of the paintings present the 
working life of the Seminoles. Among 
these are “Mikasuki Seamstress,” “Home-
work” and “Dugout Apprentice.” Repre-
sentations of hunting and warfare teach 
lessons in Florida Seminole history. 

Excellent Everglades renderings
In all of his work, Guy LaBree blends 

realism with an uncanny touch of the 
supernatural. Lovers of the Florida land-

scape will cherish his paintings just for 
this element: his passionate rendering of 
the Everglades environment, including 

its animal life. The haunt-
ing “Fire Peril,” the idyl-
lic “Almost Hog Heaven” 
and the surprising “Repeat 
Offender” are examples of 
the artist’s skillful repre-
sentations of nature.

Elgin Jumper’s “After-
word” to the book includes 
a paragraph that says it all:

“Guy has proven him-
self the preeminent artist 
of Seminole history, and he 
continues to treasure the 
remaining Florida wilder-
ness, the traditional home 
and ally of the Seminoles. 
There is a sacred joy in 
painting and in art, and 
this is quite evident in the 

life and work of Guy LaBree. In his 
paintings, he is well-grounded truth per-
sonified. His knowledge, experiences, 
stories, anecdotes and insights about the 
Seminoles of Florida are considerable, 
rich and vivid.”

We have Ms. Mahler to thank for 
bringing Mr. LaBree to us in the pages of 
this important book. A noted humanities 
scholar, educator, story-teller, poet and 
program facilitator, she has worked tire-
lessly to promote interest in local and 
regional Florida history.

— More about Mr. LaBree is available 
at www.guylabree.com.

REVIEWED BY PHILIP K. JASON
Special to Florida Weekly              

COURTESY PHOTO

Guy LaBree wrestles an alligator. 

“Guy LaBree: Barefoot Artist 
of the Florida Seminoles” 
By Carol Mahler
(University Press of Florida, $34.95)



ALL NEW FT. MYERS TOYOTA & SCION VEHICLES INCLUDE:
NATIONWIDE LIFETIME WARRANTY / 
UNLIMITED TIME - UNLIMITED MILES! 
Nationwide Lifetime Limited 
POWERTRAIN Warranty is  
Non-factory & good at ANY  
participating ASE Service Center.
New Car Showroom 239-938-2800 
Truck Center Showroom 239-344-1900

FT. MYERS TOYOTA REGIONAL USED CAR SUPERSTORE:
Area’s largest selection of Toyota Certified, domestic and import vehicles.  We have something 
for every budget and lifestyle. One owner trades arrive daily. Bargain cars start at $1995.00 
Good, Bad, No Credit? Need Credit Repair? Preferred finance rates start at 1.9% APR!  
Credit specialists on site, guaranteed approval programs available.
Pre-owned Sales: 239-938-3100

NEW TOYOTA CERTIFIED COLLISION CENTER:
The only Toyota Certified Collision Center between Bradenton and 
Miami. We paint and repair all makes and models. Estimates are 
FREE! Our work is GUARANTEED!
Collision Center: 239-938-3170

Visit us 24/7 www.FmToyota.com   1-800-SHOP-TOYOTA (746-7869)

Listed in the Top 25 Toyota Dealerships in the USA** #2  
Toyota & Scion Dealership in Southeast Toyota Region:***

New & Used Car Sales  
in Southwest Florida*

2009 President’s Award Winner**  

2009 Board of Governor’s Award (Top 60 in U.S.)**

2009 Customer Service Advisory Award**

Visit Dealer for complete details. *#1 Total Volume New & UC Sales 2009 Year end report Experian Auto Count, Lee, Collier, Port Charlotte, Glades & Hendry Co. **Top 25 TMS - Toyota Motor Sales YE Report, ***#2 SET - Southeast 
Toyota Region 2009 YE Report (NC,SC, AL,GA,FL). Dealership not responsible for typographical errors.  

Our commitment to customer care, service after the sale  
& community are the primary reasons for our success.

Y / 
LES! 

2800
44-1900
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9)

TWO SERVICE DEPARTMENTS TO SERVE OUR CLIENTS:
New Car Service Center & Truck /Pre-Owned Service Departments 
have over 105 bays to service our New + Pre-owned vehicles all 
makes and models. ASK your service advisor about the Lifetime 
Service Limited warranty on mechanical repairs on both new &  
pre-owned! 
New Car Service: 239-936-2520 
Truck / Pre-owned Service Center: 239-344-1999
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THE ENGLISH PUB
Naples Oldest Authentic British Tavern EST. 1969

2408 Linwood Avenue, East Naples 
239-775-3727 • www.naplesenglishpub.com

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
May 14th & 15th Only

BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE
Fish ’N Chips or Shepard’s Pie

Must be seated by 5:30pm
Not valid with any other offer

THE MUSIC GOURMET

It’s been 45 years since Tom and Grace 
Truesdale founded the Naples Music 
Club. Since then, countless local musi-

cians of all ages have benefitted from the 
club’s efforts and programs. Among other 
things, the Truesdales helped bring the 
first classical music broadcast to Collier 
County in 1966, and they were responsible 
for getting musical instruments into the 
hands of children in some of the neediest 
schools in the area.

Forty years ago, the Naples Music Club 
awarded its first small grant to one student. 
Since then, more than 600 of our commu-
nity’s best and brightest middle and high 
school music students have received more 
than $400,000 in scholarship aid.

But it wasn’t until 2008, however, that 
the club had its first student recital. The 
third annual program took place on a 
recent Sunday afternoon at First United 
Methodist Church. By any standards, the 
performances were light years away from 
my — and everyone’s — childhood night-
mares of the dreaded word: Recital.

The 2010 Scholarship Winners Recital 
included quite a mix: There were three 
pianists, three violinists, three clarinet-
ists, a cellist, two marimba students, two 
French horn students, one classical guitar-
ist and a soprano in the mix. Many of the 
young artists were accompanied by Sergei 
Lugovskoy.

Talented performers all, it seems hardly 
fair to tell you my hands-down picks of 
the afternoon. I believe every single per-
former is good to have a career as a musi-
cian upon completion of formal studies. 
Will they become a household name, a 
superstar? That remains to be seen.

It was most unfortunate that classical 
guitarist Joseph Peliska’s excellent perfor-
mance of Fernando Sor’s “Variations on a 
Theme by Mozart” was impaired simply 
because amplification was sorely needed 
for the audience to hear him in the sanctu-
ary. I also felt the marimba performers, 
Christian Ostolaza and Rafael Rivas, could 
also have benefitted from amplification. 
Other than those three performers, how-
ever, amplification was not a problem.

Five of the young performers were, quite 
simply, breathtakingly fine — so much so 
that the hair stood up on my arms.

Jared Blajian, a sophomore at Gulf Coast 
High School, gave what I believe is the fin-
est performance I have ever heard by any 
cello student. His performance of Dvor-

ak’s “Cello Concerto in B minor, Op. 104” 
was made even more astonishing by the 
fact he has only been studying the cello 
for one year, after switching from violin. 
Jared was the winner of the club’s Bert 
G. Phillips Award, which is sponsored by 
Classic Chamber Concerts; I could feel 
Bert’s spirit cheering on this wonderful 
performance.

And how could anyone not cheer for 
sophomore Nathaniel Cornell’s sizzling 
violin performance of the first movement 
of Mendelssohn’s “Violin Concerto in E 
Minor, Op. 64”? 

McClaran Hayes’ performance of Sibel-
ius’ “Violin Concerto in D minor, Op. 47” 
also merited cheers from the audience.

The clarinetists (all students of Naples 
Philharmonic stars Paul Votapek and Ash-
ley Raigle Leigh) were amazingly profi-
cient, each of them practically dancing 

Scholarship winners shine throughout Naples Music Club recital

PegGOLDBERG LONGSTRETH 
plongstreth@floridaweekly.com  

IVAN SELIGMAN / COURTESY PHOTOS

Bennett Lanni

Nathaniel Cornell

over his or her instrument.
But my pick of the after-

noon went to seventh-grad-
er Bennett Lanni, whose 
amazing performance of 
Aram Khachaturian’s 
complex “Sonatina for 
Piano” was something 
to behold. The possibil-
ity of greatness awaits 
this young man, and I 
trust the Naples Music 
Club will do everything in its 
power to encourage him as 
a pianist. ■

— Peg Goldberg 
Longstreth was trained as 
a classical musician. She owns 
Longstreth-Goldberg ART, a 
gallery in Naples. 

Jarad Blajian

Catherine Schramm
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On the Plaza  •  3rd Street South 
Venetian Village  •  Park Shore  
Bonita Bay  •  Promenade
Monday - Saturday 10 - 6  
Sunday 12 - 5

WINNER
BEST IN  
WOMEN’S  
CLOTHING
6 YEARS IN A ROW 
2004 TO 2009

Luscious 
silk
in 40 mm.  
Simple lines and  
fabulous colors 
to mix...in  
sundown,  
peacock, purple 
and fuchsia

jacket $186,  
tank 138

We’re all hoarders to some extent, col-
lecting all kinds of stuff (books, records, 
fishing lures) to fill the shadows and 
engage us in a conversation no one else 
can hear. My Aunt Martha, actually my 
Mom’s aunt, collected straw hats, some 
she said were made by local Seminole 
women. She also liked chipped pottery, 
believing every crack and crevice on 
the smooth surfaces told a story.

Aunt Martha had a shed back of her 
house on Old 41 with straw hats stuck 
on nails on the outside walls that was 
both a work of art and an intermit-
tent conversation. The pottery pieces 
she didn’t use were stacked on plain 
wooden benches inside. Aunt Martha 
said some of these cups just sang the 
blues to her.

We had tea parties in the shade of 
the wild banyan tree she said was there 
long before we were. We would each 
dress up a hat using ribbons and shells 
and sip cups of water as we discussed 

world events.
I was 8, Aunt Martha 78. She wore 

thin flowered dresses and her feet were 
as tan and tough as any shoes. She 
encouraged me to start my own collec-
tion, something that said something to 
me but for the longest time, I couldn’t 
decide on anything. Every time I went 
over, the first thing she asked was did I 
pick anything. 

“White stones?” she asked once. “But-
tons?”

“How about pink scallops? They’re all 
over the beaches here, wouldn’t be any-
thing at all to fill some jars,” she said. 
But none of her suggestions fit, none of 
them said something only to me.

It was during the summer of my 12th 
year that she gave me a photograph 
taken when she was 30 and my mom 
5. I was struck by how much my mom 
looked like who she grew up to be and 
I was astonished when that photograph 
kept speaking to me. I knew then I’d 
collect photographs.

Not long after that I asked for a cam-
era for Christmas, and my first photo-
graph was of Aunt Martha in front of 
her shed, her hands cupped as if she 
knew something good would fill them. 

It was blurry and a bit over-exposed, 
but I thought it already looked like a 
memory.

A few years later, mom had a yard sale 
after Aunt Martha died. I took photo-
graphs of everyone who came, wheth-
er they bought anything or not. One 
woman bought a hat and put it on right 
then. Another woman, who wore a scarf 

around her head that I thought looked 
like a bandage, bought a stack of cracked 
saucers she was going to use to set pots 
of violets on. I gave the smallest hat to 
a little girl who liked the faded pink rib-
bons tied to the rim. I told her how the 
hat was part of a collection and that she 
could start one of her own, could arrange 
her stuff anyway she wanted. 

I explained how whatever she collect-
ed would speak only to her, while at the 
same time say something about her, too. 
And each time she visited her collection 
it would be like finding treasure buried in 
the sand. It’s like a gift, I said. Something 
special, like tea parties with cookies. 

Like finding an old photograph in 
your pocket. ■

Straw Hats

FLORIDA WEEKLY FICTION CHALLENGE

BY TARA MILLER_____________________
Special to Florida Weekly

Last month, we asked readers to tell 
us a story based on the photograph 
shown here. We received some great 
tales about our climate and culture that 
explore universal themes of personal 
hardship and triumph. One of our favor-
ites, by Naples resident Tara Miller, is 
reprinted here. We’ll launch the next 
Florida Weekly Fiction Challenge soon, 
so stay tuned. In the meantime, enjoy 
“Straw Hats.”

Exclusive Off er through 
Betty Maclean Travel, Inc.*
 
Save $500 per person on 30 
Select Signature Journeys.

         
Reserve by May 31, 2010

Abercrombie & Kent Presents 
Luxury Travel to the World’s Greatest Destinations

Tuesday, May 25 - 3:00pm
 RSVP 513-0333 Seating is limited

*Offers apply to select dates & programs, new bookings only. Subject to availability. Restrictions apply. 
Must be reserved through Betty Maclean Travel, Inc. by May 31, 2010.

Abercrombie & Kent

2245 VENETIAN COURT •  NAPLES, FL 34109

239-513-0333 • 800-865-8111
www.BettyMacleanTravel.com • Info@BettyMacleanTravel.com

BETTY MACLEAN TRAVEL Inc.
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2 DINNERS
1 BOTTLE OF WINE

DESSERT
$24.99

With Coupon

289 9th Street South  Naples, FL 34102

(239) 249-4183

TICKETS

Naples Ballet, Inc. presents

AURORA’S WEDDING
from The Sleeping Beauty

at The Sugden  
Community Theatre

701 5th Avenue South  Naples, FL     

PERFORMANCES

$20 / $15 - Reserved Seating
To purchase, call (239) 732-1000

or visit www.NaplesBallet.org

Friday, May 21   7PM

Saturday, May 22   3PM

Saturday, May 22 6PM

The Naples Ballet, Inc. is a non-profit ballet  
company providing dancers of all ages with performance  

opportunities that meet expert standards of  
artistic development within the Naples community. 

The Best Homemade Food In Bonita!

P 239.948.4123    Old 41 & Bernwood Parkway

Homemade Specialties including eggs, om-
elets, pancakes, waffl es, scrapple, homemade 
soups, salads, sandwiches, chili, Taylor pork 
roll, sausage gravy, creamed chipped beef, 

homecooked roast beef & turkey, and “Real” 
Philly cheesesteaks.

Open Daily 7am to 3pm
Breakfast Served all day • Dine-In or Take Out

Make Your HOT Attic 
More BEARable! 
With Solar Powered Attic Fans

Now available in 
800, 1350 and 1550 CFM

Cools up to 2,300 sq. ft. of attic
Fits all Roof types 

including tile & metal

Solar Solutions
Premier Solatube Dealer

Stop Living
in the Dark!

Perfect for kitchens and bathrooms

★
   2010 ★

★   CREDIT
 ★FEDERAL TAX30%

$50 off
with this ad. EXP 05/31/10

Youth orchestra 
joins the pros

Musicians from the Philharmonic 
Youth Orchestra play alongside profes-
sionals from the Naples Philharmonic 
Orchestra, and by themselves, in the sea-
son’s final Major/Minor Concert begin-
ning at 7 p.m. Sunday, May 16, at the 
Philharmonic Center for the Arts. Youth 
Orchestra Concerto Competition win-
ners Marcello Marsalli, Katie Nunner, 
Rachel Furtado and McClaran Hayes 
will be featured.

Guest conductor Dirk Meyer and 
Philharmonic Youth Orchestra Music 

ORCHESTRA NOTES
Director Charles Gottschalk will lead 
the orchestra in a program that includes 
Bach’s Concerto for Violin No. 1, Brahms’ 
Hungarian Dance No. 6, Ravel’s “Pavane 
for a Dead Princess,” Copland’s “Vari-
ations on a Shaker Melody,” Strauss’ 
“Thunder and Lightning Polka,” Men-
delssohn’s “Wedding March” from “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream” and Brahms’ 
“Academic Festival Overture.”

Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for 
students. ■

Chamber 
ensembles perform 

gems
The string and woodwind ensembles 

of the Philharmonic Orchestra will be 
featured in Chamber No. 3: “20th Cen-
tury Gems” at 8 p.m. Tuesday, May 18, 
at the Philharmonic Center for the Arts. 

Included on the program: Shostakovich’s 
Quartet for Strings No. 3, from 1946; 
Hindemith’s “Kleine Kammermusik (Lit-
tle Chamber Music)” for Wind Quin-
tet, from 1921; and Devienne’s charming 

Quartet for bassoon, violin, viola and 
cello, from 1800.

Tickets are $32 for adults and $15 for 
students. ■

Magic Carpet 
concerts continue
Saturday-morning Magic Carpet con-

certs highlight the various sections of 
the orchestra in 45-minute sessions with 
a small ensemble of musicians who per-
form and discuss their instruments. Ideal 
for ages 3-9, the Magic Carpet concerts 
are enjoyed by all ages. Performances 
are at 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. Tickets are $8.

• Saturday, May 15, brass: “Wild 
Brass at the Zoo,” featuring tuba, trom-
bone, French horn and trumpets and 
songs about favorite wild animals

• Saturday, May 22, percussion: 
“Countdown to 101 Instruments,” fea-
turing percussion section musicians as 

they countdown 
more than 101 
different instru-
ments in a con-
cert that will 
entertain and 
inspire children 
of all ages

• Satur-
day, May 29, 
strings: “With a 
Little Help from 
My Friends,” 
featuring violin, 

viola, cello and bass ■

— For tickets and more information 
about any of the above concerts, call 597-
1900 or visit www.thephil.org.
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For Reserva  ons
Call 239-403-3020

Now Flights from Naples Municipal Airport

IN 41 
MINUTES

BOOK
NOW!

 $135 pp

ONE WAY

Friday-Monday
Departs Naples 9 am • Departs Key West 10:15 am

 LOCATED AT THE

239.213.1441
475 North Rd. Naples, FL 34104

  NAPLES HARBOUR YACHT CLUB

Drinks 

Join Jack’s Club

!
  To Come by boat go under the Bridge at Tin City

 past Bayfront 7 minutes and we will be on the right hand side. 
 

Jack’s  is for Members only 
Come out today to Join ! River Bar 

Poolside

Entertainment

Bonita Bay adds 
discounted rounds 

Golf Book
Bonita Bay has added 12 discounted 

rounds at its Cypress and Sabal golf 
courses to the 2010 Ultimate Experience 
Golf Book, which is sold by the ACE 
Group Classic. The book costs $130 and 
has 178 discounted rounds at 22 are golf 
courses. It is available at the PGA TOUR 
SuperStore or by calling 593-3900 or vis-
iting www.theACEGroupClassic.com.  

Barron Collier 
Lacrosse Boosters 

plan scramble
The Barron Collier Lacrosse Boost-

ers is asking the community to come 
out Saturday, June 12, for a round of 
golf at Quail Creek Country Club. Cost 
is $120 per player and includes hot dog 
lunch, beverage cart, buffet dinner and 
scramble prizes.

To sign up, or to sponsor or make 
a donation to Barron Collier Lacrosse 
Boosters, call 732-1551 or e-mail Lizb-
clax@gmail.com.

EWGA plans 
ladies’ pro-am 

tourney
The Naples chapter of the Executive 

Women’s Golf Association holds its sev-
enth annual EWGA Ladies’ Charity Pro-
Am on Friday and Saturday, June 11-12, at 
The Quarry. The tournament will benefit 
the PACE Center for Girls in Immokalee 
and Collier County LPGA*USGA Girls 
Golf programs. It is one of the few all-
women Pro-Am golf tournaments played 
in Southwest Florida.

The event begins Friday evening with 
a buffet dinner, skills challenges, raffle 
prizes and a silent auction. The four-
person scramble has a shotgun start at 
8:30 a.m. Saturday, with an LPGA teach-
ing pro in each foursome. An awards 
luncheon will follow play.

Cost is $150 per person for the Friday 
night party and tournament play. Guests 
are welcome to attend the Friday party 
for $30 per person. To register or for 
information about beconing a sponsor 
or working as a volunteer, call Valerie 
Klosterman at 495-7636.  

   

Bonita Bay East 
courses open 

for play
Bonita Bay East, the 1,400-acre golf 

facility in North Naples with two award-
winning, Tom Fazio-designed champi-
onship courses, is now open for daily 
play. The two courses wind through 
open areas, marsh and woodland and 
past cypress stands where players often 
see wild turkey, marsh birds, rabbits and 
white tailed deer. 

Bonita Bay East’s site includes 895 acres 

of cypress wetlands, 190 acres of pine flats, 
lakes and hundreds of native sabal palms. 
It was the first 36-hole facility in the world 
to achieve Audubon International Signa-
ture Sanctuary status.

Five tee areas allow golfers to choose 
markers appropriate to their game; 
knolls, ridges, undulations and lakes cre-
ate a game of strategy for all players. 
Golfers are invited to play the courses, 
dine in the 8,000-square-foot clubhouse 
overlooking the two finishing holes and 
take advantage of the state-of-the-art 
practice facility.

Bonita Bay East is on Immokalee Road 
six miles east of I-75. For additional 
information or to schedule a tee time, 
call 353-5100 or visit www.BonitaBa-
yEast.com.

Sports Camp 
Shootout set for 

The Quarry
The third annual Sports Camp Shootout 

takes place Saturday, May 22, at The Quar-
ry. Cost is $100 per player and includes 18 
holes of championship golf with a cart, 
a box lunch from The Ale House and an 
awards banquet at the club. Players can 
also participate in a putting challenge, two 
longest drive contests, two closest-to-the-
pin contests and a hole-in-one challenge to 
win a new car. 

Proceeds benefit Sports Camp Inc., a 
nonprofit organization that helps Col-
lier County families in need of after-
school and summer childcare. Sports 
Camp’s mission is to provide a safe and 
successful after-school environment for 
children through physical, mental and 
scholastic activities.  

Registration forms are online at 
wwww.sportsclubnaples.com and fees 
can be mailed to: Sports Camp Inc., P.O. 
Box 111030, Naples, FL 34108. For more 
information, call 298-6407 or 398-2093. 

Tee off with CBIA 
at Vineyards

The Collier Building Industry Asso-
ciation and Insurance and Risk Manage-
ment Services tee off at the Vineyards 
Country Club on Friday, June. 4. Regis-
tration begins at noon, and the shotgun 
start is at 1 p.m. A scoreboard party and 
dinner will follow. 

Cost is $125 per player. For reserva-
tions or to sponsor a hole, call 436-6100 
or visit www.cbia.net.

Bonita chamber 
plans inaugural 

tourney
The Bonita Springs Area Chamber 

of Commerce is planning its inaugural 
Hackers & Smackers tournament on 
Saturday, June 5, at Copperleaf Golf 
Club. The shotgun scramble will tee 
off at 8:30 a.m. Participation is open to 
the public for $80 per person. For more 
information or to register, call 992-2943 
or visit www.BonitaSpringsChamber.
com. ■

GOLFING NEWS
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239-206-4460
www.marilynhellman.com 331 Fifth Avenue South in Naples

Marilyn’s
Annual Sale

50% OFF
Starts May 13th

$39* Introductory
1-Hour Massage

Session

BARBECUE IS WHAT WE DO
LET US DO IT FOR YOU!

In Lee & Collier Counties Call our 
Catering Manager at (239) 209-0940

Catering Services from 25 - 5,000
www.ribcity.com

0000

Our Award Winning 

Baby Back Ribs,

Chicken, Pork and Beef

accompanied by our homemade 

Cole Slaw and Baked Beans 

can be brought to your event 

by our mobile char-grill.

 

do something to give back to our com-
munities,” said Joel Kessler, CEO and 
executive director of The von Liebig Art 
Center and the Naples Art Association.

The art center is at 585 Park St., down-
town Naples. The exhibition is open 
daily with entries at 10 a.m., 12:30 p.m. 

and 3 p.m. Wednesday through Mon-
day and at 12:30 p.m., 3 p.m. and 5:30 
p.m. on Tuesdays. Tickets are $12 for 
non-members, $10 for members, and $5 
for children under 10. Tickets may be 
obtained at the door or by calling 262-
6517 or visiting www.naplesart.org.

In keeping with Diana’s philanthrop-
ic spirit, proceeds benefit the  Naples 
Art Association at The von Liebig Art 
Center, Bosom Buddies Breast Cancer 
Support and the NCH Mammogram 
Fund.  ■

DI
From page 1

The von Liebig Art Cen-
ter and the Naples Princess 
partner to present Fit for 
a Princess cruises in cel-
ebration of the art center’s 
“Princess Diana: Dresses 
of Inspiration” exhibition 
on view through June 27. 

On each Fit for a Prin-
cess cruise, style and 
image consultant Cheryl 
Lampard of Style Matters 
International discusses the 
world’s most famous royal 
family and their influence 
on fashion. All cruises 
are from 2-3:30 p.m. and 
depart from Port-O-Call 
Marina at Tin City. Dates 
and topics are:

• May 13: Royal Fashions & Faux Pas: 
The royal fashions we followed — and 
those we didn’t

• May 27: Elizabethan Style: Royal 

style from Queen Elizabeth 
I to the current monarch, 
Queen Elizabeth II

• June 10: Royal Jewels
• June 24: Diana, Style 

Icon: The enduring style of 
Diana over three decades of 
fashion 

Fit for a Princess cruise 
tickets are $49 and includes 
tax and donations to The von 
Liebig Art Center, Bosom 
Buddies Breast Cancer Sup-
port and the NCH Mammo-
gram Fund. For reservations, 
call 649-2275 or visit www.
naplesprincesscruises.com.

Admission to the “Princess 
Diana: Dresses of Inspira-

tion” exhibition at The von Liebig is 
separate from the Fit for a Princess 
cruise price. For more information, call 
The von Liebig special events line, 262-
6517, 115, or visit www.NaplesArt.org. ■

Fit for a princess, cruises include
commentary on royal fashions

COURTESY PHOTO

Princess Diana in Canada 
in 1983. Her outfit is on 
display at The von Liebig 
Art Center.     



Must be 21 years or older. Details at the Seminole Player’s Club. Management reserves the right to change or cancel promotion at any time. Gaming pay tables, lines and reels are for entertainment purposes only. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1-888-ADMIT-IT.

GREAT PROMOTIONS ALL MONTH LONG

SPIN THE REEL, DOUBLE DOWN AND GO ALL-IN
We’ve got over 1,150 of your favorite Vegas-style slots, thrilling table game action and an award winning poker 

room. Feeling lucky? Bring your A-game to the NEW Zig Zag Girlz Blackjack Pit where the only thing hotter 
than your cards is our sexy Zig Zag Girlz, exclusively at Seminole Casino Immokalee.  It’s always a winning thing.

Present this coupon at the 
Seminole Casino Immokalee Tables 

to receive your MATCH PLAY.
*You will receive $50 instantly and $50 on your return visit. Must be at least 21 years old and a Seminole Player’s Club member to participate. 
Valid ID required for redemption. Valid for new members only. Use of a match play voucher requires an even money bet. Voucher may only 
be used on even money wagers at authorized blackjack tables. Offer valid through 5/31/10. Limit one coupon per person. No cash value, non-
transferable and may not be redeemed for cash or chips. Alteration or unauthorized use voids this offer. Management reserves all rights. Persons 
who have been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who have opted into the self-exclusion program are prohibited 
from participating. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1-888-ADMIT-IT. PRIZE CODE: INWNMP510

SIGN UP AND GET 
$100* MATCH PLAY OR

Present this coupon to the 
Seminole Casino Immokalee Player’s Club 

to receive your FREE PLAY.
*You will receive $50 instantly and $50 on your return visit. Limit of one coupon per guest per Player’s Club business day. Offer valid 
through 5/31/10. No cash value. For selected gaming machines that accept the Seminole Player Card. Must be a Player’s Club member. 
Membership is free to all 21 or over. Valid ID required for redemption. Valid for new members only. Alteration or unauthorized use 
voids this offer. Player’s Club members that have been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida, or who have opted into 
the self exclusion program are prohibited from participating. Only valid at Seminole Casino Immokalee. Management reserves the right 
to modify, amend or cancel this coupon at any time. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.  
PRIZE CODE: INWNM510

SIGN UP AND GET
$100* FREE PLAY

506 South F i rs t  S treet
800-218-0007
semino le immoka leecas ino.com

OPEN 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK

A L L  N E W  S E M I N O L E  C A S I N O

FREEDOM BOAT CLUB GIVEAWAY
WIN A $10,000 MEMBERSHIP

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
THE STYLISTICS IN CONCERT
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Interactive 
Friendly Pirate Fun 

for the Whole Family

239-765-7272
www.PiecesOfEight.com

2500 Main Street • Ft Myers Beach

Located at Salty Sam’s 
Waterfront Adventures Arrive 30-40 minutes prior 

to departure. Call For 
Times and Reservations 

239-765-7272

Mothers free on 
Mother’s Day
valid 5/9/2010 only

Wicker furniture has been made since the 
days of ancient Egypt. The cradle for the 
first American baby born to the Pilgrims 
was made of wicker. 

But the glory days of wicker furniture in 
America started on the docks of Boston in 
1844. Cyrus Wakefield, a grocer, noticed 
volunteers taking away the rattan used to 
tie the ship’s cargo. He thought it would be 
a good material for furniture, so he experi-
mented. Upon finding it worked well for 
chair parts and seats, he started importing 
rattan and selling it to others.

The business grew, and Mr. Wakefield 
began importing cane, the strips of bark 
from the rattan palm tree stalks, as well as 
the rattan itself. He continued to experi-
ment and made furniture with bentwood 
and rattan fancywork. He worked with a 
machine that split the bark and used it for 
chairs, tables and other furniture. By the late 
1870s, he was the country’s leading maker of 
wicker furniture.

Cyrus Heywood, a 19th-century chair-
maker, began using wicker, too. He owned 
a loom that wove cane into sheets to make 
set-in seats. The two companies were rivals 
until they merged in 1897.

The popularity of ornate Victorian styles 
and Japanese designs helped increase sales 
of wicker furniture. But tastes changed in 
about 1900. The straight lines of arts and 

crafts furniture, the introduction of forced-
air home heating (which dried out wicker) 
and new furniture styles created by Austrian 
designers changed the way manufacturers 
used wicker. By the 1930s, wicker furniture 
was scorned, and Heywood-Wakefield was 
making light-colored wooden furniture in 
new, simple modern designs. Wicker did 
not regain its popularity until the 1990s.

Ms. Kovel answers your questions:
Q: I have a blue-and-white cup and sau-

cer I received as a wedding gift. The pieces 
each have a stamped mark on the bottom 
with “R & M Co.” inside a diamond. They 
are decorated with pictures of musicians 
and composers. Haydn, Gounod, Wagner 
and Meyerbeer are on the cup; Beethoven, 
Mozart, Liszt, Handel, Chopin and Men-
delssohn are on the saucer. Can you tell me 
when the cup and saucer were made and 
how much they’re worth?

A: Souvenir plates and cups picturing 
famous people and places and historical events 
were very popular from the 1890s until World 
War I. They are often marked with the maker’s 
name, the importer’s name or both. Your cup 
and saucer were originally sold by Rowland 
& Marsellus, a New York City importing 
company that was in business from about 1893 
to 1937. They imported plates, cups, saucers, 
vases and other items from different potteries 
in the Staffordshire district of England. Your 
cup and saucer are worth about $100.

Q: When was the first Frisbee made? I 
collect plastic Frisbees with advertising or 

Old wicker a valuable find

KOVELS: ANTIQUES & COLLECTING

SEE KOVEL, A10 
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terryKOVEL
news@floridaweekly.com

The Fairy Tale Continues....

See Diana’s beautiful gowns and dresses 
2 dresses never shown in the U.S.

Last U.S. exhibition for many of the gowns!
Amazing collection of Diana and Royals’ memorabilia.

Get tickets at the door, at 
naplesart.org and by calling 
239-262-6517.

Princess Diana: Dresses of Inspiration
Through June 27

Exhibition open daily with timed entries at 
10 am, 12:30 pm and 3 pm. (Tuesdays at 
12:30 pm, 3 pm and 5:30 pm)

Tickets: $12 non-members, $10 members 
and pre-arranged groups. $5 children 9 
and under
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Naples Daily News • naplesnews.com

Bonita Daily News • BonitaNews.com

choice
CHAMPION

2009

southwest florida

other decorations.
A: The metal pie tins used by 

the Frisbie Pie Co. of Bridge-
port, Conn., were the inspi-
ration for the toy we know 
today. It is said that bakery 
workers took breaks and went 
outside and played catch with 
the tins. Soon some college stu-
dents also played with the tins. 

But perhaps the real begin-
ning of the Frisbie came in the 
mid 1940s. Walter Morrison 
and Warren Franscioni started 
Pipco in Los Angeles and made 
disks of plastic they called Flyin’ 
Saucers. They began demonstrating the toy 
on beaches and started selling it, but money 
problems closed the company. In 1953 Mor-
rison formed his own company and sold a 
similar toy named the Pluto Platter Flying 
Saucer. The Wham-O company made a deal 
with him and began to sell the toy. College 
kids called them “Frisbees” and eventually 
the name stuck. The plastic disc sold by 
Wham-O changed its name to Frisbee in 
1956. Since then, millions of Frisbees have 
been sold, and Walter Morrison became 
rich. He died in February at the age of 90.

Q: I found several old stock and bond cer-
tificates in my attic and wonder if they are 
still worth anything. The stock certificate 
is for 20 shares of Polish American Naviga-
tion Corp., issued in 1920. There are two 
$50 bonds that were issued by the National 
City Bank of New York for the Republic of 
Poland in 1920 and due in 1940. Are these 
still worth something, or are they valuable 
just as collectibles? 

A: The Polish American Navigation 
Corp. operated cargo and passenger 

ships between New York and Danzig 
(now Gdanz), Poland, between 1919 and 

1921. The company closed in 
January 1922. The National City 

Bank of New York is now 
part of Citigroup. Your 
stock and bonds probably 
have minimal value as col-
lectibles since they are not 
ornately decorated, elabo-
rately engraved or signed 
by a famous person.

There are companies 
that specialize in research-
ing old stocks and bonds; 
they charge a fee. They 
also may be interested 
in buying the stocks and 
bonds. You can do the 
research yourself, if you’re 

ambitious. Try your library. Look in the 
Directory of Obsolete Securities (Financial 
Information Inc.) or Capital Changes Daily 
(Commerce Clearing House). You also can 
contact the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission at SEC Headquarters, 100 F St. 
N.E., Washington, D.C. 20549 or online at 
www.sec.gov/answers/oldcer.htm. Even if 
the certificates cannot be redeemed, they 
may have value as decorative art. ■

— Terry Kovel answers as many ques-
tions as possible through the column. By 
sending a letter with a question, you give 
full permission for use in the column or any 
other Kovel forum. Names, addresses or 
e-mail addresses will not be published. We 
cannot guarantee the return of any photo-
graph, but if a stamped envelope is included, 
we will try. The volume of mail makes 
personal answers or appraisals impossible. 
Write to Kovels, (Florida Weekly), King 
Features Syndicate, 300 W. 57th St., New 
York, NY 10019.

COURTESY PHOTO

Ornate Victorian designs 
worked well for wicker fur-
niture. This well-preserved, 
labeled Heywood-Wakefield 
rocking chair sold recently 
at Neal Auction Co. in New 
Orleans for $7,552.

KOVEL
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489 Bayfront 
239.530.2225  

www.tavernonthebay.net

Where Goodlette Frank meets 41 in downtown Naples
    Parking Garage in the back!
 

Naples’ ONLY 
waterfront sports bar 

with the largest 
HD BIG SCREEN 
in SW FLORIDA

Where GoWhere Go

F u n  F a r e  S p o r t s  &  S p i r i t s

WW

$2 
Drafts 

and  
$4 Wells
4-7 pm  Daily

$$$$$$$$$222222$$$$$$$$$$2222222

Happy 
Hour

THURSDAY 
½ PRICE PIZZA 
NIGHT STARTING 

AT 4 P.M.

MONDAY
$4 Margaritas 

$5 Nachos WOK Night!  $9.99
$5 Apple Martini’s

TUESDAY
CREATE YOUR OWN

Major league 

baseball games 

every night!

   

$5 Off
with the
purchase
of any
2 lunch
entrees.

exp. 6/15/10Tavern on the Bay

        

SUNDAY BRUNCH 
BUFFET 

10:30 AM -2:30 PM  $14.99
All you can eat waterfront Brunch!

Make Your Own Bloody Mary Bar $5

N l ’N l ’ ONLONLL

ajaj
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MaMaMa

bababa
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     FRIDAY 
Seafood Night

      NEW BEER PONG
Hosted by 99X 
 Starts at 10 PM

SATURDAY 
12 oz. Prime Rib Dinner 
(includes salad) $16.99

$5 Bloody Mary

WEDNESDAY 
3 Course Italian
Dinner $14.99
$4 House Wine

NEW

Daily Lunch Special $6.99
*Not to be combined with any other discount or special offer
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of Naples

Summer Deal at

2-4-1 ALL DAY
HOUSE WINES AND WELLS
DINNER FOR TWO $29.99

Includes:

OMG!

Eat like a king
at Hilton Naples

Dine like, well, royalty at “Dine Like 
Royalty” at Shula’s Steakhouse on Sun-
day, June 27. The six-course wine dinner 
will benefit Bosom Buddies, the NCH 
Mammogram Fund and The von Liebig 
Art Center Scholarship Fund. 

Special guests will be Darren McGra-
dy, former senior chef at Buckingham 
palace and the late Princess Diana’s per-
sonal chef; Suzanne King, owner of sev-
eral of the princess’ gowns that are on 
display at The von Liebig; and Richard 
Dalton, the princess’ hairdresser.

Hosts for the evening are e’Bella mag-
azine and Marianna Foggin of Coldwell 
Banker. A champagne reception begins 
at 6 p.m. Tickets are $150 per person 
or $225 for VIP seating with one of the 
guests of honor. For reservations or 
more information, call 591-2709.

Tea dance will
benefit ICAN

It’s the official party of the summer, 
and everyone is invited. Make a differ-
ence and dance for a cause at the Red 
Ribbon Tea Dance to benefit the Island 
Coast AIDS Network from 2-6 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 12, at the Hyatt Regency 
Coconut Point Resort. 

Dance the afternoon away to the music 
of Tommy T on the hotel’s Caloosa Ter-
race. A celebrity dunk tank will be part 
of the fun.

Tickets for $50 per person include a 
picnic buffet. There will be a cash bar, 

plus numerous auction items.
For more information and to purchase 

tickets, call ICAN at 337-2391, ext. 211, or 
e-mail Mitch Haley at mhaley@icanswfl.
com.

Area concierges
plan dinner dance
The Southwest Florida Concierge & 

Guest Service Association is holding a 
dinner dance and silent auction begin-
ning at 6 p.m. Friday, June 25, at the 
Hilton Naples. 

Among the “Concierge Favorites” up 
for bid will be: A chef’s dinner for 10 at 
Shula’s Steakhouse; a Hawaiian fushion 
cooking class for 10 at Roy’s; dinners 

SAVE THESE DATES
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Mon-Fri 11am-9:30pm 
Sat 4:30-9:30pm 

Sun-closed
St. Andrews Square 8793 
Tamiami Trail East, Naples

239-352-0888
www.EurasiaOfNaples.com

Italian & Vietnamese 
Cuisine with a 

French Infl uence

Includes 2 Salads
Caesar, Asian Ginger or Spring Greens

Includes 2 Signature Entrées

SPECIAL INCLUDES YOUR CHOICE 
OF A FREE BOTTLE OF OUR 

HOUSE RED OR WHITE WINE

Every entrée served with your choice of 
rice, potato or pasta. * No substitutions

Economic Stimulus
S P E C I A L

$24.95 for 2*

4:30pm til close

Offer good prior to start of film only and for all films starting after 4:00pm.  
Available while supplies last. Please see bar or restaurant for details. Expires 5/31/2010. 

SAY PIZZAAHH 

 

www.VerginaRestaurant.com

3COURSE DINNER
SPECIAL $

V
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CHOICE OF SALAD, ENTRÉE, DESSERT
AND GLASS OF BERINGER. Off ered 4-7pm

at M. Waterfront Grille, The Capital 
Grille, Fleming’s Steakhouse, The Turtle 
Club, The Bay House and McCormick & 
Schmick’s; salon services; golf outings; 
and outdoor adventures with Cruise 
Naples and Dolphin Explorers.

Tickets are $30 per person; there will 
be a cash bar. For reservations, call 877-
4607 or e-mail hopesparkie@aol.com.

Have a heart
for Hospital Ball

We don’t have a lot of details yet, 
but we do have the date and we know 
that the NCH Hospital Ball on Saturday 
evening, Oct. 23, at The Ritz-Carlton, 
Naples, will benefit NCH Cardiology. 
Co-chairs are Sharon Treiser and Ellin 
Goetz; auction co-chairs are Stacey 
Herring and Vicki Tracy; sponsorship 
chair is Jeanette Simmermon. That’s 
enough information to warrant sav-
ing the date until the formal invitation 
arrives in the mail. For more informa-
tion, call 436-4511 or e-mail founda-
tion@nchmdorg.

Beatles party 
will benefit 

Youth Haven
The first-ever British Invasion to ben-

efit Youth Haven takes place from 6-9 
p.m. Saturday, May 22, on the roof-
top parking deck at Mercato. The ideal 
answer to a hard day’s night, the festivi-
ties will take concertgoers back to the 
’60s with a musical tribute to The Beat-

les by the tribute band Let It Be. The Pub 
at Mercato will provide food and drink 
with British flair.

Tickets for $75 per person include 
hors d’oeuvres, one drink ticket, musi-
cal entertainment and valet parking. 
Groovy attire is encouraged. For more 
information, call Jamie Gregor at 687-
5153 or e-mail jamie.gregor@youth-
haven.net.

Sea Salt evening
will benefit missing,
exploited children
Sea Salt on Third Street South is host-

ing a wine dinner to benefit the National 
Center for Missing & Exploited Children 
on Wednesday, Nov. 10. Save the date 
and watch here for details.

Ring in 2011 with 
Paul Anka and the 

Philharmonic
It’s never too early to make plans for 

New Year’s Eve. Ring in 2011 with Paul 
Anka and members of the Naples Phil-
harmonic Orchestra at the Phil. Early 
birds can celebrate with champagne and 
hors d’oeuvres at 5 p.m. followed by a 
6 p.m. performance. Those who like to 
stay up late can enjoy a 9:30 p.m. perfor-
mance followed by dessert and cham-
pagne. Either way, tickets are $129 per 
person, $200 for limited “guest circle” 
seating. Reserve your spot now by call-
ing 597-1900. ■

SAVE THESE DATES
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We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, 
go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too.

Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.

FLORIDA WEEKLY SOCIETY

COURTESY PHOTOS

Racing for Rescues
A Derby Day benefit for Humane Society Naples

1. Seated: Sue Lennane, Robin 
Stranahan, Jennie Cheng and 
Rachel Erler. Back row: Nancy 
Slater, Judy Sproul, Kathryn 
Rieger, Lisa Merritt, Janis 
Johnson-Burch and Carol Shaw 
at the luncheon
2. Truly Nolen (seated), Robin 
Stranahan, Kathryn Rieger, 
Suzanne Otterbeck, Valerie 
Dieters, Penny Anderson and 
Cindy Carlson at the patron party
3 David Lawrence Center Alumni 
Association volunteers with 
Christopher Kennedy Lawford
4. Christopher Kennedy Lawford 
with Penny and Lee Anderson

1

1

2

3 4
COURTESY PHOTOS

The David Lawrence Center and Foundation
Patron party and luncheon welcome Christopher Kennedy Lawford

1. Mary Jane Vestman, Joseph 
 Libertelli, Mildred and Millie 
 Schott
2. Patricia Connell and 
 Sue Haberkorn
3. Elyne Graycen
4. Lisa Maness and Jean Hartman
5. Mitzi Nicholas, Arlene Weil
 and Sonja Grove

1 2

3

4 5
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We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, 
go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too.

Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.

FLORIDA WEEKLY SOCIETY

1. Beverly Horton, Dick Munro, 
 Alan Horton, Myra Daniels 
 and Jane Thompson
2. The 2010 Golden Apple recipients
3. Mary Asta, Kathy Connelly,
 Craig Trevelyan, Stacty Herring 
 and Jennifer Aureye
4. Shannon Bumpous, Cindy Obrecht, 
 Krystal Delle Chiaie, Consttance Byrne,  
 Angie Nourse, Donna Brown, 
 Margaux and Lindsay Horne
5. Michele Fernandez, Kaleigh Grover, 
 Brian Stock and Claudine Leger-Wetzel
6. Laurie Nowlin and Jessica Flores 

DAWN DINARDO / COURTESY PHOTOS

The Education Foundation’s 20th annual Golden Apple Awards
Presented by the Suncoast for Kids Foundation 
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“FIRST SEATING”
4:00PM-
5:30PM

Entrees 
Under $20

Choose 
from 13! 

AUTHENTIC ITALIAN CUISINE

HAPPY HOUR
4-6PM BAR ONLY

LIVE MUSIC
5-9PM

The Village on Venetian Bay ~ Naples

MIRAMARE 
RISTORANTE
Waterfront Dining

OPEN FOR LUNCH 
WITH SPECIALS 

FROM $12.10

Here are some capsule summaries of 
previous reviews:

➤ Angelina’s, 24041 S. Tamiami 
Trail, Bonita Springs; 390-3187

This gorgeous remake of the old Sani-
bel Steakhouse is a knockout, especial-
ly the glass-enclosed tower with spiral 
staircase that shelters Angelina’s stel-
lar wine collection. The Italian food of 
chef Nick 
C o s t a n z o 
is vibrant 
and imagi-
native. A 
c e v i c h e 
trio — tuna, 
s c a l l o p s 
and grou-
per with 
s h a v e d 
f e n n e l , 
grapefruit-
radish salsa 
and yel-
low pep-
per relish 
— was as much a work of art as an 
appetizer. The house-made papardelle 
Capri (pasta with tomatoes, buffalo 
mozzarella, basil and Sorrento lemon 
olive oil) made an outstanding sec-
ond course, followed by savory grilled 
lamb chops marinated in lemon and 
mint accompanied by arancini and 
yellowfin tuna al griglia with cannel-
lini and lobster ragout.  Warm zeppoli 
with a trio of dipping sauces makes a 
fine finish as do the $3 desserts, which 
included mascarpone cheesecake with 
lemon curd and crème de menthe 
and chocolate panna cotta. Our server 

could have used some polish but those 
at other tables appeared to be doing 
better. Full bar. 

Food: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½  Service: ★ ★ ★  
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½

➤ AZN, Mercato, 9118 Strada 
Place, Naples; 593-8818

This chic Pan-Asian establishment 
does a fine job of delivering the best 
of Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Thai, 
Indian and Vietnamese fare as well as 
intriguing cocktails, sake and a well-
chosen wine list. Both the Shanghai 
spring roll and a dumpling combina-
tion (two each of shrimp, vegetable 
and pork) were beautifully plated. 
The spring roll was crisp, with great 
texture and enhanced with a side of 
mango vinaigrette. Wanchai walnut 
shrimp wasn’t as colorful as other 
dishes, but the fried shrimp bathed in 
lemon aioli and topped with honey-
coated walnuts lacked nothing in the 
flavor department. Crispy duck is the 
restaurant’s take on Peking duck and 
was quite crisp, as advertised. A cre-
ative signature dessert, a Fuji apple 
dipped in chocolate, caramel and nuts, 
then sliced, managed to taste both 
healthy and refreshing as well as rich 
and decadent.   

Food: ★ ★ ★ ★  Service: ★ ★ ★ ★  
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ★

➤ Bay House, 799 Walkerbilt 
Road; 591-3837

Nestled right along the edge of the 
mangrove-lined Cocohatchee, the din-
ing room seems a throwback to the 

late ’80s when it was built with an old 
boathouse ambience. Bay House is a 
rare establishment in which the caliber 
of the food matches that of the water 
view. Highlights from a recent dinner 
included crawfish cakes with Georgia 
peaches’ sautéed scallops with poached 
shrimp, beet risotto and horseradish 
beurre monte; sockeye salmon with tar-
ragon red wine sauce and cinnamon-
dusted churros with fleur de sel caramel 
and cayenne fudge sauces. Service was 
exemplary, as was the wine list. Full 
bar. 

Food: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½  Service: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ★

➤ Ridgway Bar & Grill, Third 
Street South and 13th Avenue South; 
262-5500

Chef Tony Ridgway and his busi-
ness partner, wine expert Sukie Honey-
cutt, have been integral members of the 
Naples dining scene for more than two 
decades and they still deliver inventive 
food and intriguing wines with gra-
cious hospitality. The menu features 
top-drawer ingredients — crab cakes 
full of big chunks of crab, shaved slices 
of grana padano atop a well-balanced 
Caesar, fresh Florida seafood and a 
house-made apple galette with cinna-
mon ice cream that caused sighs of con-
tentment from all at our table. Whether 
it’s comfort fare, such as a Bell & Evans 
herb-roasted chicken, or something 
more contemporary, like the grilled red 
snapper with mango salsa and potato 
and artichoke gratin, it’s perfectly pre-
pared and artfully plated. The staff is 

as polished and appealing as the menu. 
Full bar. 

Food: ★ ★ ★ ★  Service: ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ★ 

➤ Stoney’s Steakhouse, 403 Bay-
front Place, Naples; 435-9353

I’m generally not big fan of steak-
houses, but Stoney’s is a noteworthy 
exception. An independent restaurant, 
Stoney’s oozes grandeur and treats its 
customers like treasured guests while 
also providing great value and quality. 
From the oversized chairs with extra 
pillows for comfort to the vast wine list, 
the tableside preparation of  prime rib, 
bananas Foster and cherries jubilee, and 
the stellar service, Stoney’s makes a meal 
a special occasion. I can recommend the 
French onion soup (which comes with a 
pair of scissors for snipping the cheese), 
a lobster-stuffed portobello mushroom, 
the well-seasoned prime rib, grouper 
Provencal over Parmesan risotto and 
the aforementioned cherries jubilee. An 
added bonus: Entrees come with side 
dishes included in the price. Full bar.  

Food: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½  Service: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½

PAST REPASTS

                            Key to ratings
 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Superb
 ★ ★ ★ ★ Noteworthy
 ★ ★ ★ Good

 ★ ★ Fair
 ★ Poor 

Ristorante D' Angeli
Restaurant • Bar • Italian Cuisine
466 5th Avenue South
Naples, FL 34102
239-262-1920
www.ristorantedangeli.com

Discover and meet 
the original "Angelina"

Simply "delizioso"
Everyday Fresh • No Preservatives • No MSG

We cater to people with allergies.

Open for Lunch 11:45AM- 3PM
Happy hour 4-6.30PM

Twilight dinner: 4.30-6.30PM $14.95
Late dinner:  9PM- till close $14.95

OUR BIGGEST COMPLAINT:
"we didn't know you were here"
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diningCALENDAR
➤ Sunday, May 16, 6-8 p.m., Fuji Sushi 

Bar & Asian Bistro: Join the Fuji team for 
the restaurant’s first sake tasting with host 
Shigeki Kamio featuring four premium 
cold sakes paired with four tapas dishes; 
$40, 6355 Naples Blvd.; 593-5550. Reserva-
tions required.

➤ Monday, May 17, 6 p.m., Whole 
Foods Market: Chef Brent Courson of 
Real Seafood Co. demonstrates simple 
recipes for tasty seafood; $10, Mercato, 
9101 Strada Place; 552-5100. Register at 
www.acteva.com/Go/LifestyleCenter

➤ Monday, May 17, 6 p.m., Robb 
& Stucky KitchenAid Culinary Center: 
Chef Martin Murphy demystifies fish and 
demonstrates easy ways to prepare it 
at home; $40, 26501 S. Tamiami Trail, 
Bonita Springs; (866) 206-3840. Reserva-
tions required.

➤ Tuesday, May 18, 5:30-8 p.m., 
Decanted: Taste Trappist beers, pale 
ales and other Belgian brews; $5, 1410 
Pine Ridge Road; 434-1814. Reservations 
required.

➤ Wednesday, May 19, noon, Robb & 
Stucky KitchenAid Culinary Center: Chef 
Martin Murphy creates antipasto platters 
with traditional Italian flavors; $35, 26501 
S. Tamiami Trail, Bonita Springs; (866) 
206-3840. Reservations required.

➤ Wednesday, May 19, 5:30-8 p.m., 
Decanted: While sake can be a deli-
cious beverage on its own, there are also 
some 350 cocktails you can make with it. 
Explore some of those possibilities; $10, 
1410 Pine Ridge Road; 434-1814. Reserva-
tions required.

➤ Wednesday, May 19, 6:30 p.m., 
Angelina’s Ristorante: The restaurant’s 

second summer wine dinner features a 
tour of Tuscany. On the menu: lobster and 
goat cheese cannelloni, citrus rock shrimp 
with butter and fennel pollen, slow-roast-
ed loin of Niman Ranch pork stuffed with 
sausage and peppers, charred rappini 
and cannellini beans two ways, Chian-
ti-braised short ribs, jamon and ricotta 
cheese croquette, and hazelnut torte, 
all paired with highly rated wines; $89, 
24041 S. Tamiami Trail, Bonita Springs; 
390-3187. Reservations required.

➤ Thursday, May 20, 5:30-8 p.m., 
Decanted: The Ultimate Wine Throw-
down features top wines from area dis-
tributors; limited to 50 people; $25, 1410 
Pine Ridge Road; 434-1814. Reservations 
required.

➤ Thursday, May 20, 6:30 p.m., 
Robb & Stucky KitchenAid Culinary 

Center: Sample a variety of wines and 
dishes throughout the showroom during 
this casual tasting; $35, 26501 S. Tamiami 
Trail, Bonita Springs; (866) 206-3840. 

Reservations required.
➤ Friday, May 21, 7 

p.m., Robb & Stucky 
KitchenAid Culinary Cen-
ter: Date Night dinner 
consists of a three-course 
dinner filled with little 

extras, wines with each 
course and a special dish 

for each date; $90 per couple 
inclusive, 26501 S. Tamiami Trail, 

Bonita Springs; (866) 206-
3840. Reservations required.

— Submit event listings to 
Cuisine@floridaweekly.com.

FLORIDA WEEKLY CUISINE
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karenFELDMAN
cuisine@floridaweekly.com

Even though it’s in a shopping center, 
the British Open Pub in Bonita Springs 
has the ambience of a neighborhood 
joint, where customers and the man-
agement all seem to meld into one 
convivial bunch.

During a recent dinner there, I lost 
count of the number of people who 
spent time chatting with the friendly 
hostess or shooting the breeze with 
the manager. Quite a few mingled 
with customers at other tables as 
well, their conversations about trav-
els, family and their most recent golf 
games making it clear they were well 
acquainted.

And although my companion and I 
were newcomers, we were made to feel 
welcome as well, by the aforementioned 
hostess, who handed us a numbered 
golf ball (the pub’s substitute for flash-
ing pagers), the bartender who offered 
us drinks as we waited for our table, 
the server who waited on us and the 
manager who stopped by to see how we 
liked what we were eating.

The room lends itself to that sort of 
camaraderie, with its hunter green walls 
sporting photos of golfers, displays of 
antique golf balls, the occasional club, 
scenes of the British countryside along 
with whimsical touches about the room. 
The booths, which were the predomi-
nant seating options in the dining room, 
had comfortable red upholstered bench-
es made for settling in and raising a pint 
or two.

The menu isn’t huge, but it offers quite 
a few British specialties along with some 
American staples such as chicken 
wings and pizza. 

As you might expect, there are 
plenty of beers from which to 
choose. We ordered a Bass ale 
and a dry vodka martini, both 
of which were nicely chilled 
and refreshing on what had 
turned out to be a pretty 
steamy day.

We started off with the 
baked Brie ($8.50) and sausage 

rolls ($6.95).
The latter consisted of four delicately 

seasoned sausages each wrapped in a 
light pastry crust. They were hot and 
fresh, but their presentation was under-

whelming with the 
four rolls simply piled on a small plate 
atop a lettuce leaf. I’d have liked some 
mustard, which would have added color 
to the dish as well as a tangy bite, and 
perhaps a pickle to add some color.

The Brie, by contrast, was beautifully 
plated, the wedge of cheese topped with 
sliced almonds, a small loaf of hot bread 
on one side and apple slices fanned out 
around the plate’s perimeter, with melba 
sauce drizzled over them. The cheese 
was warm and gooey, and both the bread 

and apples paired well with it, espe-
cially with a few of the nuts for 

crunch and a touch of the 
raspberry sauce.

We had to do a bit of 
shuffling with the appe-
tizer plates when the 
entrees arrived, but they, 
too, were steaming hot 
and fresh. My compan-
ion had classic fish and 
chips ($12.95), while I 
tried chicken and mush-
room pie ($11.95).

A large fillet of flaky 
cod came out perfectly 

fried, accompanied by 
thick fries, peas, tartar sauce 

and a wedge of lemon. It was 
both colorful and appetizing. If 

there was one thing I’d change, it 

would be to add some seasoning to the 
breading, which was on the bland side.

The presentation of the chicken and 
mushrooms was lovely. A large puff 
pastry sat on the plate. The server then 

opened it up and poured the chicken, 
mushrooms and creamy sauce into 
it at the table. It kept the pastry 
from getting soggy and was a love-
ly way to serve it. It, too, came 
with thick fries.

Warm, chewy bread pudding 
($5.50) with raisins served in a 
pool of cream made for a sat-
isfying dessert. 

Although our server was 
busy and occasionally took a 
bit longer to get to us than 
we’d have liked, the lapses 
weren’t extended or troubling. 

He made sure that we had a 
sufficient amount to drink, that 

the dishes served were to our lik-
ing and that our meal was moving 

along without incident.
While there’s no culinary ground bro-

ken here, what’s served is well prepared 
and true to its origins. Prices are reason-
able, and the friendly spirit that prevails 
provides ample reason to become part of 
the pub family. ■

British Open Pub makes guests feel like family

British Open Pub,

>> Hours: 11:30 a.m.- 10 p.m. daily
>> Reservations: No
>> Credit cards: Major cards accepted.
>> Price range: Appetizers, $3.25-$9.95; 
entrees, $8.95-$13.95
>> Beverages: Full bar
>> Seating: Booths, tables indoors and outside 
or at stool at the bar
>> Specialties of the house: Sausage rolls, 
chicken wings, chips and gravy, beer-battered 
onion rings, fi sh and chips, bangers and mash, 
cottage pie, Cornish pastie
>> Volume: Moderate to high
>> Parking: Free lot

Ratings:
Food: ★ ★ ★ ½
Service: ★ ★ ★ ½
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ½

24630 S. Tamiami Trail, Bonita Springs; 
949-0302

★ ★ ★ ★ ★Superb
★ ★ ★ ★Noteworthy
★ ★ ★Good
★ ★Fair
★Poor 

                                 in the know

Baked Brie, served with warm bread, 
apples, almonds and melba sauce, 

makes a great starter for two or more to 
share.

KAREN FELDMAN/ FLORIDA WEEKLY

Fried cod and large fries with tartar sauce 
constitute a proper version of fish and chips.
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MARINER'S HARBOR MARCO ISLAND
$1,999,700 

To be completed Late 2008-Only 2 of 7
units left. 3+ den 3 1/2 bath . On Canal
w/ direct access - no bridge 20% down.

Ask for 802NA7052442.
1-866-657-2300

NEW CONSTRUCTION  7 UNIT CONDO
$1,685,000 

Pre construction Mariner's Palm
Harbor.  Will be 7 Units over Parking.
South end of Marco - slip's available.

Ask for 802NA7051982.
1-866-657-2300

MAGNIFICENT RESIDENCE
$1,399,000 

Private Guest Quarters. Welcome to The
Naples Secret Garden, nestled in over 2

acres of Botanical  Gardens, water feature,
bocce ball court etc. Ask for 802NA9034055.

1-866-657-2300

5 BEDROOM ESTATE W/GUEST HOUSE
$1,229,000 

Palatial Estate - Two Pools - 5 Total
Garage Spaces - 8 Total bedrooms -

Custom tile flooring throughout. Ask
for 802NA9007703.

1-866-657-2300

TWO STORY QUAIL CREEK 5+ BED  5 BATH
$914,900 

3 Car Garage. Rare offering! BANK
OWNED Quail Creek Courtyard home,

oversized pool area with outdoor fireplace,
guest cabana. Ask for 802NA210011327.

1-866-657-2300

HORSE LOVERS ESTATE
$750,000 

10 Acre estate w/5 bed 4 Bath. Large
lanai w/in-ground heated pool. Pole
barn, workshop, beautiful uplands
property. Ask for 802NA9031803.

1-866-657-2300

IMPERIAL RIVER LIVING
$519,900 

5 Bedroom home with 3 1/2 baths and
3 car garage - pool and boat dock -
boat lift and access to the Gulf of
Mexico Ask for 802NA9036763.

1-866-657-2300

BETTER THAN NEW - BEAUTIFUL FLOOR PLAN
$489,000 

Expansive pool lanai area - tile and
wood flooring - large workshop / stor-

age - fenced property  horses & pets
welcome. Ask for 802NA9026354.

1-866-657-2300

STUNNING 4 BEDROOM 4 BATH POOL HOME
$411,500 

2 master suites, 20 X 42 foot pool with
raised spa , two covered lanai's and a

covered BBQ area, all on 2.50 acres. Ask
for 802NA210004740.

1-866-657-2300

LUXURY  2 1/2 ACRE ESTATE
$400,000 

Outstanding Landscape, impeccable
home, foyer is breathtaking, all granite
gourmet kitchen, volume tray ceilings.

Ask for 802NA210009577.
1-866-657-2300

OASIS IN PARADISE
$349,900 

This lovely home sits on beautifully
manicured property of 4.78 acres that

includes 2 ponds. Ask for
802NA210007916.
1-866-657-2300

BEAUTIFUL  3 BED/2 BATH/1 CAR GARAGE
$269,400 

Water View. The original owners of this
well maintained condo have methodical-
ly and tastefully added upgrades to many

of the areas, Ask for 802NA9026365.
1-866-657-2300

3 BED/3 BATH CANAL HOME W/DOCK
$269,000 

This beautiful waterfront home could
be yours, brick paver drive, marble

floors, granite counters, private out-
door spa Ask for 802NA9033529.

1-866-657-2300

HEMINGWAY CABIN ON PRIVATE ISLAND
$249,000 

2 Bed 2 bath beautifully decorated
cabin on 4.2 Acre Island in the Fishing

Capital of Florida. Private Ferry to
Island. Ask for 802NA8017808.

1-866-657-2300

BEAUTIFUL HOME MOVE IN CONDITION
$246,000 

This 3 BR/2BA home with a 2 car
garage is in move-in condition. Not a
Foreclosure or Short Sale. The owner
has updated Ask for 802NA9028326.

1-866-657-2300

3 BED/PLUS BONUS ROOM 2.5 BATH/POOL
$239,999 

Immaculate 3 plus den (18x13) or fami-
ly room, 2.5 bathroom Pool and Spa
Tub Home with caged enclosure and
huge lanai Ask for 802NA210011887.

1-866-657-2300

FORMER BUILDER'S MODEL
$229,000 

Garage was originally built into an
office by the builder, later converted to

a family room Large kitchen, tile
throughout Ask for 802NA210011406.

1-866-657-2300

FIDDLERS CREEK NAPLES FLORIDA
$169,900 

Huge 3 bed/2 bath with 1 car garage -
super open kitchen lots of room with

over 2000 sq. ft. Ask for
802NA210013301.
1-866-657-2300

TIMBER LAKES - BEAUTIFUL COMMUNITY
$154,900 

Beautiful 1st Floor Unit - Professionally
Decorated - well maintained. New

Appliances. Tile Floor in Kitchen and
Baths Ask for 802NA210013389.

1-866-657-2300

GULF ACCESS
$149,999 

This charming home is located in the
boating community of Henderson

Creek Park, which has direct access to
the Gulf . Ask for 802NA9024291.

1-866-657-2300

SECOND FLOOR CONDO  2 + DEN
$147,900 

Great condo 2 plus den priced to sell
yesterday.  Pool, tennis, BBQ, club

house and low fees, will go fast. Ask for
802NA9029766.
1-866-657-2300

GOLDEN GATE ESTATES
$140,000 

No need to look further if you are a first
time buyer, a retiree looking for a

smaller home, this is the one for you.
Ask for 802NA9028804.

1-866-657-2300

GOLDEN GATE ESTATES  GREAT PRICE
$119,000 

Potential Short Sale, spacious 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bath, 2 car garage, tile

throughout, vaulted ceilings. 2,020 sq
under air Ask for 802NA8046224.

1-866-657-2300

TRIPLEX  2 BED/1 1/2  BATH EACH UNIT
$109,000 

Bank owned. Income producing prop-
erty located within Golden Gate City.
Close to school and shopping. Great

investment. Ask for 802NA210011206.
1-866-657-2300

BEAUTIFUL HOME ON 1.14 ACRES
$105,900 

Bank owned property. 3
bed/2bath/2car garage situated on 1.14

acres. CBS construction, shingle roof.
Ask for 802NA210010377.

1-866-657-2300

TWO STORY HOME - BEDROOMS UPSTAIRS
$100,000 

Bank Owned Property This spacious
property is a 3 bed 2 1/2 bath 1 car
garage townhouse located close to

everything Ask for 802NA210012936.
1-866-657-2300

BANK OWNED PROPERTY  WATER FRONT
$95,000 

Port Of The Islands  Located on Orchid
Cove.  Second floor unit with water

view and 1 car garage Ask for
802NA210015115.
1-866-657-2300

GOLDEN GATE ESTATES
$89,000 

Potential Short Sale, this lovely home
has 3bed/2bath/2 car-garage on a

mostly clear lot. Ceramic tile through-
out, Ask for 802NA210012872.

1-866-657-2300

GOLDEN GATE ESTATES  BUILT IN 2004
$85,000 

Bank owned 3 bed 2 bath property sit-
uated on 2.27 acres Ask for

802NA210012648.
1-866-657-2300

GOLDEN GATE ESTATES
$84,000 

Bank owned property - spacious 3 bed-
room  2 bath home on luxurious  2.73

Acres Ask for 802NA210012248.
1-866-657-2300

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH 2 CAR GARAGE
$82,900 

This is a potential short sale subject to
lender approval. Beautiful lake front
view to enjoy with your family.AS IS

Ask for 802NA9042546.
1-866-657-2300

GOLDEN GATE ESTATES  3/2/1 ON 2.03 ACRES
$82,500 

A potential short sale subject to lenders
approval. Private setting nestled on

over 2 acres backing up to a canal Ask
for 802NA210014570.

1-866-657-2300

4 BED 2 BATH 1 CAR GARAGE
$79,750 

SHORT SALE OPPORTUNITY 4 bed 2
bath on 1.14 acres priced to sell yester-
day needs some paint and carpet and a

little tlc Ask for 802NA210009867.
1-866-657-2300

GREAT BUY IN GOLDEN GATE ESTATES
$79,000 

This cozy 3 bed 2 bath is a great oppor-
tunity for a first time home buyer or

investor.Call and make an offer. Ask for
802NA9023648.
1-866-657-2300

3 BED/2 BATH/1 CAR GARAGE
$75,000 

Foreclosure, sold as is with right to
inspect. Only 5 years old, tile and wood
floors, well maintained, being painted

Ask for 802NA9031964.
1-866-657-2300

PRICED TO SELL
$60,000 

Nice 3/2/2 in Cape Coral - eat in
kitchen nice yard and priced for sell

today ! Well kept home ! Ask for
802NA9024760.
1-866-657-2300

GREAT INVESTMENT  GATED COMMUNITY
$58,000 

Immaculate Condo close beaches,
shopping, schools and I-75 Ask for

802NA210015384.
1-866-657-2300

MOORHEAD MANOR  GREAT COMMUNITY
$49,900 

55+ Park, Resident owned land close to
5th Avenue!! Approximately 3 miles from

Naples Beaches and 1.5 miles from
Bayview Ask for 802NA210009131.

1-866-657-2300

BANK OWNED CONDO
$39,900 

Second floor condo with 1 bedroom
plus den and 1 bath  - Stainless steel

appliances,  needs floor coverings. Ask
for 802NA210013511.

1-866-657-2300

GOLDEN GATE CITY 1/1 EFFICIENCY CONDO
$30,000 

Not a short sale or foreclosure, can
close quickly, in time for first time

buyer credit! End unit efficiency Wow !
Ask for 802NA210013762.

1-866-657-2300



“Real estate isn’t even the fi rst 
domino. Everything that 
happens in real estate can 

happen because of other things,” Norris 
said at a conference earlier this year. In 
this report, I’m looking at all those other 
things and fi nally seeing that they play a 
big part, if not the biggest part, in how 
things work out,” said Norris.

Th e report shows the various govern-
ment programs for delinquent and fi nan-
cially challenged homeowners and reveals 
a disturbing fact. “All the delinquency 
trends for all the types of loans are up,” 
said Norris. “It doesn’t matter if it’s prime 
or subprime.” “Th e national average is 
13.2 percent for total non-current (both 
delinquencies and foreclosures). Califor-
nia ranks at 15 percent, Illinois at 14 
percent, Pennsylvania at 10.7 per-
cent, and Florida, the high-
est, at 23.5 percent. “My 
friend Alex lives in 
Florida in Or-
lando and 
h o u s e s 
that were 
selling for 
$180,000 to 
$220,000, he’s regularly buying 
for $20,000 to $22,000,” said Norris.

Th e national average for the total non-
current FHA loans (including delinquen-
cies and foreclosures) is 17.4 percent. 
California is at 9.7 percent, Illinois at 21.3 
percent, Pennsylvania at 15.3 percent, and 
Florida is at 23.8 percent.

Norris thinks this will provoke more us-
age of the 203(k) Mortgage by HUD (U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment). Th e “Streamline (K)” Lim-
ited Repair Program permits homebuyers 
to fi nance an additional $35,000 into their 
mortgage to improve or upgrade their 
home before move-in. “Th ey’ll actually 
loan you more than the house is worth, 
intentionally,” said Norris. “Right now it’s 
only available for owner-occupants but 
I’m sure that’s about to change,” he said.

“All of us who thought that we were go-
ing to see REOs (real estate owned by 
lending institutions) all over the place for 
the last few years are quite surprised,” he 
said. “It’s because there was intervention.” 

But how will that inter-
vention and the aging population 
impact us? Th e report states that having a 
Federal debt that is trillions of dollars (and 
growing) and the size of the baby boomer 
generation will cause big changes that af-
fect fi nances and real estate. “You’re go-
ing to expect higher taxes,” he said. Nor-
ris predicts, maybe even up to 45 percent 
for top tax bracket in 2011 and possibly 
higher aft er that. “If we’re going to try to 
resolve some of our problems and pay for 
stuff  that’s gone on in the past, I think 

you’re going to have to say ‘We’re going 
to have to pay some higher taxes.’” Norris 
also predicts higher unemployment, ag-
ing consumers buying less and saving more 
which he says will mean more burden on 
the government due to fewer tax revenues 
and greater expense for government.

Perhaps the good news is the prediction 
for consistently low interest rates. “Th is is 
one of the conclusions that I didn’t think I 
was going to come up with. I really thought 
that we’d probably have some scary inter-
est rates but I just don’t think so. Without 
an overheated economy, I don’t see the 

big infl ation risk for the next period 
of time. I see the big picture that it 
could be very scary but for the length 
of time that I’m trying to cover in 
this report, I’m not as afraid of it as I 

thought I’d be,” said Norris.
He thinks over the next 

eight years, interest rates 
will be under 8 per-

cent “and you may 
have times 

w h e r e 
they are as 

cheap as they 
are now.” Norris anticipates milder price 

increases in real estate as well as a decline in 
ownership coupled with a constant inven-
tory available. Th e report also points out 
something that buyers are already facing, 
“regulation of fi nance markets might make 
it harder to get fi nance.” He predicts the 
median price to increase for California to 
approximately $460,000 in the beginning 
of 2018 due to factors such as migration. 
And if the employment conditions improve 
in the state, Norris thinks migration num-
bers will do even better, helped in part due 
to retirees moving into the state. Norris ex-
pects more emphasis on housing for seniors, 
which seems to be a trend in many states.

“I view the next eight years as a pivotal 
time for us, as a country, to make sure that 
we don’t end with bigger problems than 
we’ve got,” said Norris.

Th e good news is that Norris predicts 
less volatility in the real estate market and 
expects increases, albeit, not as drastic as 
in the past.
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Where is Real Estate Headed?

“All of us who 
thought that we were 
going to see REOs 

(real estate owned by 
lending institutions) all 

over the place for 
the last few years are 
quite surprised, ...”

www.LevitanMcQuaid.com

www.LevitanMcQuaid.com

MAY 13-19, 2010

Copyright: The contents of 
the Levitan-McQuaid Real 
Estate Services Weekly are 
copyright 2010. No portion 
may be reproduced without 
the express written consent 

of Levitan-McQuaid Real 
Estate Services.

HUNT FOR 
HOUSES!
OPEN SUNDAY, 

MAY 16TH 
FROM 1-4PM

SATURNIA LAKES
2029 Isla de Palma
$569,900 5+ Den w/Pool 
Great Golf Course View!
Chris Lecca 776-5423

QUAIL CREEK ESTATES
Ogre-sized Open House!
Stop By for Free Tickets to 
See Shrek
Tiffany McQuaid 287-6308

QUAIL WEST 
Pick up Map at Gate
Steve Levitan 269-4700

ISLANDWALK
3482 Bravada Way  
$289,000 • 3 BR-3 BA- 
Stunning Lanai
Molly Begor 518-572-6204 

VILLAGE WALK- BONITA
28156 Goby Trail • $285,000
On Lake with Pool!
Pam Maher 877-9521

HO
T 
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R

Tiff any McQuaid
(239) 287-6308

tiffmcquaid@gmail.com

OGRE-SIZED OPEN HOUSE! 
QUAIL CREEK ESTATES

SUNDAY 1-4 PM
STOP BY FOR COMPLIMENTARY 

TICKETS TO VIEW
SHREK FOREVER AFTER!
(PICK UP MAP AT GATE!)

Reserved

id
08
om

NEWS 
YOU 
CAN 
USE:

FINANCIAL 
CYBERSUPPORT 

Bankrate.com 
Th is site off ers up-to-date rates for just 

about everything from mortages and 
auto loans to CD’s!

It off ers amazing calculators that will 
assist you in fi nding out how long it 
will take to pay off  credit card debt and 
more...

 Selectquote.com & 
accuquote.com

Th ese sites allow you to browse through 
hundreds of life insurance policies which 
give you rates comparison and assists you 
in fi nding the best deals.



Quail Creek Estates!

12955 White Violet Drive $1,695,000

Directions: From I-75, take Immokalee Road 1/2 mile east to Valewood Drive, turn left (North) and follow road to the Gatehouse. Pick up Map at Gatehouse!

Tiffany McQuaid
239-287-6308
tiffmcquaid@gmail.com

Follow Me on Twitter.com/Tiffany McQuaid

View these listings and more at: www.TiffanyMcQuaid.com

WOW!
Over 7,400 Square Feet!

Shown by Appointment Only - Call Tiffany TODAY!

Outdoor 
Fireplace
& Kitchen

40'
Pool with

Spa!

Custom
Home

Theater!

Private
Cul-de-sac
Location

5BR+Den
Bonus & 

Bonus Rm

4.5 
Car Garage 
w/Storage

Huge Lot 
w/water &
golf course

view!

Quail Creek Estates!

12955 White Violet Drive $1,695,000

Directions: From I-75, take Immokalee Road 1/2 mile east to Valewood Drive, turn left (North) and follow road to the Gatehouse. Pick up Map at Gatehouse!

Tiffany McQuaid
239-287-6308
tiffmcquaid@gmail.com

Follow Me on Twitter.com/Tiffany McQuaid

View these listings and more at: www.TiffanyMcQuaid.com

WOW!
Over 7,400 Square Feet!

Shown by Appointment Only - Call Tiffany TODAY!

Outdoor 
Fireplace
& Kitchen

40'
Pool with

Spa!

Custom
Home

Theater!

Private
Cul-de-sac
Location

5BR+Den
Bonus & 

Bonus Rm

4.5 
Car Garage 
w/Storage

Huge Lot 
w/water &
golf course

view!
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Directions: From I-75, take Immokalee Road 1/2 mile east to Valewood Drive, turn left (North) and follow road to the Gatehouse. Pick up Map at Gatehouse!-75, take Immokalee Road 1/2 mile east to Valewood Drive, turn left (North) and follow road to the Gatehouse. Pick up Map at Gatehouse!

Shown by Appointment Only - Call Tiffany TODAY!Shown by Appointment Only - Call Tiffany TODAY!

Levitan-McQuaid’s BEST BUYS!
HOLLYBROOK

 $399,000
LONGSHORE LAKE 

$449,000

 WHAT A GREAT HOME! Located on the lake, this home has its 
own dock. Built in 2000, featuring gorgeous wood � oors and big open 

kitchen and family room with � replace. All the main living is on the � rst 
� oor with an additional suite upstairs with full bath and a bonus lo�  

area, perfect for guests or a private retreat. New Air Conditioning 
Unit - � is house is truly a home...

 AMAZING OPPORTUNITY! � is magni� cent 
“BELMONT” model o� ers a HUGE LANAI AREA, and the 

PRICE is well-below the Sellers’ investment YET not a short sale. � is 
incredible home boasts tile in the Great Room 2 bedrooms plus a den 

and 2 full baths. Granite counters with an amazing amount of cabinets, 
stainless steel appliances, plantation shutters, built-in safety features 

such as pool safety & security system. 

ISLAND WALK
$289,000

 � ree bedroom with Den, 2 Full Bath, 2 car garage, lake view, 
single family home. Home includes hurricane impact windows, vaulted 

ceilings, and security system. Tuscany Cove 7, 000 sq. �  Clubhouse 
o� ers many attractions including an Olympic size adult pool with spa, 

kiddie pool with splash fountain, and kiddie play area. 

 PARADISE is found in this fabulous Aruba home. Upgrades include 
wood � ooring and exceptional tile Granite countertops with tiled 

backsplash, and deep sink make this kitchen stand out. � is townhome 
is an end unit, provides 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, preferred bay window 

design, and detached 2-car garage. Screened lanai area o� ers total privacy,
 enhanced by lush plants and extra living space. 

TUSCANY COVE 
$309,900 

SATURNIA LAKES 
$329,900

Beautiful Lake View with Water Display Fountain!! � is 3BR/2BA 
home comes with pergo � oors and tile throughout, heated pool, outdoor 

kitchen with built-in grill. Totally remodeled kitchen with $40,000 in 
upgrades, new granite countertops, new plumbing, new electrical 

new appliances!!! Tennis community, clubhouse and low fees are just 
some of the features that this fantastic community o� ers you. 

Oversized refridgerator in garage included!!

� is gorgeous “Monaco” Model is located on a Premium Cul-de-Sac 
Lot with a Private and Serene Lake & Preserve View! � is home features 

Formal Living and Dining Rooms, Lagoon Style Pool with Two-Story 
Cage, Completely Upgraded Kitchen with Granite Countertops, 
Stainless Steel Appliances, Pecan Finish Cabinets, Diagonal Tile, 

Upgraded Lighting Fixtures, and the list just goes on and on. 

 AMAZING OPPORTUNITY! � is magni� cent  WHAT A GREAT HOME! Located on the lake, this home has its 

 PARADISE is found in this fabulous Aruba home. Upgrades include  � ree bedroom with Den, 2 Full Bath, 2 car garage, lake view, 

� is gorgeous “Monaco” Model is located on a Premium Cul-de-Sac Beautiful Lake View with Water Display Fountain!! � is 3BR/2BA 

SABAL LAKE  
$349,900

Sandy Sims • 595-2969

Steve Levitan • 269-4700

Kim Boyer • 784-4401

Janet Carter • 821-8067

Chris & Diane Lecca • 776-5423

Pam Maher • 877-9521

Chris & Diane Lecca • 776-5423



Ann & Steve Levitan
Direct: 239-269-4700

Quail West Residents 
VIRTUAL TOUR @ 

www.LevitanMcQuaid.com

SM SM

Quail West: From I-75, take Bonita Beach Road (exit 116) 1/2 mile east to 
Bonita Grande, turn right (south) and follow road to Main Gatehouse.

SSMSMSSSSMMSMMMSMSMSMMSSSSMMMMMMMM SMSSMSMMSMMMMSSSMSSMSMMMMMM

c  Quail West  d
SHORT SALE

“MOTHER” 
of All Opportunities

Offered at  $1,495,000

5927 Burnham Road

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY
1-4 PM

• 5 Bedrooms + Den
• 5 Full Baths
• Over 5,000 A/C Sq. Ft.
• Climate-controlled Wine Cellar
• Screened-in and Open Lanais with  
 Built-in Grill and Outdoor Kitchen

BRING AD 
TO GATEHOUSE 

FOR OPEN HOUSE 
ENTRY

 

Bedroom Den
F Baths

Ove S t.
limate-controlle Win ellar

Screene an Ope Lanai it
Built r an Outdoo Kitchen

5927 Burnham Road

Quail W
est


