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The good professor
Lisa Rice-McGarity of Edison State 
College sees the Light(house). A6 
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Second time around 
Consignment and pawn shops
enjoy a boom when the economy
goes bust. B1 

An Eden Florida affair
And other festivities around town. 
C19 & 21 

Once again, it seems, it’s 
that doggone cat. The big 
one, Puma concolor coryi, 
the Florida panther. 

Already, it’s brought Col-
lier government to a near 
standstill from time to time; 
created an apparent mockery 
of the once universal truth 
that when you own land, it’s 
yours to do with as you wish; 
and inspired huge bureau-
cracies of environmental red 
tape to swing into action.

The majority of big cats 
that remain on the planet — 
probably between 80 and 120 
— happen to live in or near 
Collier County.

And unfortunately for Col-
lier Enterprises, the country-
side the Florida panther likes 
most is theirs.  The company 
aims to build Big Cypress 
Town with a first phase of 
about 9,000 homes on 2,800 
acres, from south of Oil Well 
road to south of Randall 
Boulevard in eastern Collier 
County, its managers say.

If they can get the permits.
Once again, man and cat 

are about to go head-to-head, 
toe-to- toe, panther-to-
shopping plaza, in a direct 
confrontation.

Here’s how the opponents 
stack up. SEE RUMBLE, A8 

BY ROGER WILLIAMS______________________  
rwilliams@fl oridaweekly.com

A SHOWDOWN IS 
BREWING OVER BIG 

CYPRESS TOWN THAT 
PITS DEVELOPMENT 

AGAINST NATURE ... AGAIN

Like the five counties it serves, Edison 
State College is evolving. The college 
now offers four-year bachelor’s degree 
programs at its Lee County campus, with 
similar programs planned for Collier and 
Charlotte counties. Edison College also 

changed its name to Edison 
State College to reflect the 
expanded curriculum as part 
of the state university system.

Edison District President 
Kenneth P. Walker says this develop-
ment will greatly benefit Edison students 
and the community. When college offi-
cials first considered offering four-year 

baccalaureate degrees, they polled 
students on the proposed changed. 
Students overwhelmingly supported 
the move, with 89 percent of those 
surveyed saying they would remain 

at Edison to complete a bachelor’s degree 
if given the opportunity.  

BY ARTIS HENDERSON

news@fl oridaweekly.com

Edison State College curriculum evolves to meet changing demands

RUMBLE in thein the

FLORIDA WEEKLY

Moving Big 
Cypress Town's 
first phase of 
development 
outside of a 
higher panther 
traffic zone 
should be more 
conducive to 
preserving our 
wildlife,
according to 
the Conser-
vancy of South-
west Florida.

In one corner of the ring of 
progress, the big cat repre-
sents what remains of wild-
ness and wilderness. Telem-
etry tracking has identified 
more than 60 “marks” across 
the proposed development 
land alone — places where 
panthers have been — and 
verified five panther “ranges” 
or home territories, where 
the creatures live and hunt.

And in the other corner, 
Collier Enterprises repre-
sents big development, but 
with a gentle touch that old 
Barron G. Collier himself, 
who first bought land in the
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"If man could be crossed with a cat, it would
improve man but deteriorate the cat." 

— Mark Twain

SEE EDISON, A14 
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Off the record.
You can’t quote me.
It’s wrong, but I don’t want to say 

anything.
Here’s what I think — but don’t use 

my name.
In the land of the free and the home 

of the brave, the first two guarantees 
amended to the Constitution are the 
right to speak freely and the right to 
bear arms, in that order.

But it’s startling how many people 
surrender their greatest right the second 
they have a chance to use it. If a reporter 
asks, they jerk their knees and say no.

Or they speak and then unspeak: 
“But you can’t use that, I don’t want to 
be quoted.”

Here’s the equivalent (before you 
dismiss it as hyperbole, recognize that 
this might have happened to your par-
ents or grandparents): You’re very hun-
gry. You have to feed other people who 
are also very hungry. You have a rifle, 
which is your right, guaranteed by the 
Second Amendment. A deer walks by, 
but you lay the gun down and say, “No. 
I don’t use guns.”

Surrendering your First Amendment 
rights is just like that. No, I don’t use 
free speech.

You can remain mute, of course. But 
why would you?

In a Publix plaza in Naples is a cute 
little real estate shop. Inside sit three 
or four well-coiffed women — women 
who go to bed every night with full 
bellies and an absolute guarantee: that 
the First and Second Amendments will 
serve them faithfully, every single min-
ute of every single day, all their lives 
(which is probably more than their 
children, their parents, their spouses, 
their bodies, their Botox injections, 
their corporate bosses, their politicians 
or the economy will do).

They smile widely at visitors, as if all 
the world were sunshine and shopping 
malls and effortless financing.

I went in a few weeks ago and asked 
to interview one of them, any one 
of them, about their workday reality: 
How’s life in this struggling market? 
Do you have a theory about how the 
market can get stronger? What are you 
doing on this particular day behind that 
desk? 

They looked at me like zoo tourists 
locked in the cage with a tiger.

These women had a chance to con-
tribute something, something that 
might prove valuable to a fellow citi-
zen — and inevitably to plug their own 
struggling operation (they are, after all, 
in sales).

But no.
“I don’t talk to newspapers,” sniffed 

the woman at the reception desk, as 
if called to some higher moral virtue. 
Ditto the others.  They don’t talk to 
newspapers. Any particular newspa-
per? No, just any newspapers. 

People in our class don’t talk to 
newspapers. 

What if an alarm should be sounded 
at a moment of American crisis?

Don’t count on us to sound it, pal. 
We do our nails; we don’t do the First 
Amendment. 

Their attitude suggests a breathtak-
ing lack of generosity, for one thing. 
But more than that, it reveals the rube’s 
ignorance.

Is there cowardice there? Yes, that 
too. Let other people say what they 
think, I’ll just hunker down here in the 
foxhole and wait until it’s all over.

Arrogance and stupidity? Yep. They 
probably buy into the notion that there’s 
something wrong with free speech, 
with expressing an opinion, with tell-
ing a story, with using words to fashion 
an opinion of the world and to offer it 
with all the honesty and clarity one can 
muster. 

Maybe they think it’s “the media’s 
fault” — whatever “it” is.

Or maybe that’s not it. Could it be 
that such people truly and honestly 
exhibit a hermit’s sensibility, a simple 
desire to avoid the natural communion 
of a community? 

No. There are such people, of course, 
but they number few in our society. 
Reporters respect them and protect 
them.

And those women were not working 
at Hermit Real Estate Co., Inc.

Whatever their reasoning might have 
been — those grinning paragons of 
false virtue — they didn’t have to talk. 
It was their right to surrender the First 
Amendment.

There’s another class of person, 
though, who doesn’t have that right, 
not typically: a public official.

I watched a colleague taking copious 
notes last week in a phone conserva-
tion with a spokeswoman for the U.S. 

State Department — a woman who gets 
paid (by you and me) to speak.

After about 15 minutes, suddenly she 
told the reporter, “That’s all off the 
record.” She managed to question him, 
as well, about who else had said what 
else, and from which other agencies.

For reporters, here’s the traditional 
rule of the road: Once you’ve identified 
yourself as a reporter at the beginning 
of a conversation, everything a person 
says afterward is on the record.

But when you’re speaking to private 
citizens inexperienced with the press, 
you don’t usually insist. If they make a 
statement and then ask you not to print 
it, you don’t.

For public officials, however, that 
rule doesn’t apply. When they talk to 
reporters, they’re on the record unless 
two conditions are met: One, they say 
upfront they want to be off the record. 
And two, a reporter agrees, and says so. 

If the reporter doesn’t agree, then 
they’re on the record. They don’t get 
to dictate the rules of the road because 
they work for all of us citizens. When 
we ask, they have an obligation to 
answer.

“No comment” is on the record, too. 
So is silence, the unreturned phone 
call. 

For all Americans public or private, 
silence is golden only in those rare 
instances when honor or duty calls for 
silence.

On all other occasions the great and 
gentle dignity of the First Amendment 
— an American grace note in a world of 
bigots, bullies, tyrants and free-speech 
haters — relies on you and me and the 
rest of us.

To speak. ■

COMMENTARY

rogerWILLIAMS
rwilliams@floridaweekly.com

To speak
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OPINION

GUEST OPINION

Obama’s new Clinton administration
Barack Obama has succeeded 

where Hillary Clinton failed. She 
hoped to win a third Clinton term, 
but it is her vanquisher who is recon-
stituting the Clinton administration.

President-elect Obama’s nominee 
for treasury secretary, Timothy Gei-
thner, served under Clinton Trea-
sury Secretaries Robert Rubin and 
Larry Summers. Summers himself 
is Mr. Obama’s choice to head the 
National Economic Council. Both 
are part of Rubin’s circle, known for 
its brains and its relative modera-
tion. 

Few would have guessed back 
when Mr. Obama rose from the 
snows of Iowa that highly experi-
enced economic technicians would 
represent “change we can believe 
in.” Thankfully, Mr. Obama’s airy 
rhetoric about a new kind of politics 
was more a pitch for impressionable 
new voters than a description of his 
governing style. 

So far, President-elect Obama has 
acted with a ruthless pragmatism. 
He ignored the yowling left-wing 
blogosphere when it demanded Joe 
Lieberman’s head, turned to the ini-
tially pro-Iraq War Hillary Clinton 

for his top foreign-policy job, and 
staffed up with former Clintonites. 
Mr. Obama has been a shape-shifter 
throughout his brief political career, 
and the latest shape — an establish-
ment Democrat determined to do 
whatever works — is the best ver-
sion yet.

Mr. Obama appears to be recon-
sidering for now his promised repeal 
of President Bush’s “tax cuts for the 
rich.” Twice during the primaries, 
Mr. Obama hinted that he might put 
off the tax hikes if the economy was 
in distress, but he could never admit 
what was obvious: Proposing tax 
increases in the teeth of a recession 
was madness. 

If Mr. Obama is wise, he’ll not 
only jettison his plans for a tax 
increase that in aiming at the rich 
would also hit successful small busi-
nesses, but also will put off his plans 
for a “cap-and-trade” program to tax 
the use of fossil fuels, forswear all 
his protectionist sentiments from 
the primaries, and ditch his support 
for a “card check” plan to promote 
the unionization of the American 
work force. Anything that burdens 
business should be anathema to Dr. 
Fix-the-Economy.

For now, the showpiece of Mr. 

Obama’s economic program is a mas-
sive stimulus bill that the Democratic 
Congress wants to have ready for his 
signature as soon as he departs the 
Capitol Hill steps after his inaugura-
tion. Even some conservative econo-
mists believe a fiscal stimulus is nec-
essary to keep us out of a deflationary 
spiral, but Mr. Obama is only asking 
a Democratic Congress — given to 
fiscal incontinence even in rosy eco-
nomic circumstances — to do what 
comes naturally.

We can’t know what new twists the 
crisis will take. We do know that Mr. 
Obama will need more than a ruthless 
pragmatism to navigate through it. 
In his masterly “The Great Inflation 
and Its Aftermath,” Robert Samuel-
son chronicles the extraordinary stal-
wartness of President Ronald Reagan 
when he allowed Federal Reserve 
Chairman Paul Volcker to squeeze 
inflation painfully out of the eco-
nomic system the last time we had a 
downturn this severe, in 1981-1982.

That took guts. Mr. Obama will 
need them as well, and they won’t be 
on loan from any adviser, no matter 
what his pedigree. ■

Rich Lowry is editor of the National 
Review.

BY RICH LOWRY

Clinton, Gates and the water’s edge

Watching the rollout of President-
elect Barack Obama’s foreign-policy 
team brought to mind a variation 
on the well-worn Tip O’Neill theme 
that “all politics is local”: In this 
case, all foreign policy is domestic 
policy. And no two Cabinet picks 
exemplify this better than those 
of Hillary Clinton for secretary of 
state and Bob Gates to remain at his 
post as secretary of defense. 

Interestingly, these are precisely 
the two personnel decisions that 
have drawn Mr. Obama the most 
fire from his liberal base, which 
just goes to show that the Demo-
cratic grassroots might be able to 
learn a thing or two about politics 
by watching their party’s new stan-
dard-bearer. If one considers some 
of the most prominent elements of 
foreign policy on which Mr. Obama 
campaigned — a timeline for with-
drawal from Iraq, making Israeli-
Palestinian negotiations a priority, 
conducting diplomacy with Iran — 
his choices for the people he will get 
to implement these policies starts to 
seem downright canny.

Let’s start with Secretary of State-
designate Clinton. When she was 
running against Mr. Obama for the 

Democratic nomination, she called 
his plan to meet with leaders of 
nations such as Iran “irresponsible 
and frankly naive.” In the Senate, 
she voted for the Iraq War and 
for designating Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards as a terrorist organization. 
She has said that the United States 
could “totally obliterate” Iran if Iran 
used nuclear weapons against Israel 
— a nation in which she is probably 
the most popular American politi-
cian.

Both talks with Iran and the kind 
of evenhanded negotiations that will 
no doubt be necessary if Mr. Obama 
hopes to advance the Israeli-Pales-
tinian issue could well draw criti-
cism from Israel, its backers in the 
U.S. and those who are generally 
hawkish on Middle East policy. Mr. 
Obama won the election, but for 
credibility abroad and inoculation 
against criticism at home, one could 
see why some might call Ms. Clinton 
the better person to be out front in 
the handling of these issues.  

This, apparently, is how Mr. Obama 
sees it, too — and so he’s put a new 
spin on the “two for the price of 
one” adage. Though some may still 
call his policies “naive” or worse, he 
can now be sure that Hillary Clinton 
won’t be the one saying these things 
-- and certainly not from her seat on 
the Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee. Instead, she will play the desig-
nated “Nixon” to Iran’s “China.”

As for the present and future Sec-

retary of Defense Gates, the presi-
dent he now serves will leave behind 
a mammoth challenge in the form 
of Iraq. The American public has 
shown a marked preference for with-
drawing our troops, but the road 
back home is fraught with not only 
humanitarian and strategic danger 
but political peril as well. Many 
observers have characterized Mr. 
Bush’s second-term approach to Iraq 
as “running out the clock” so as to 
hand the problem of getting out — 
and the blame for any unhappy con-
sequences — to his successor.  

It seems as if one of the ways that 
Mr. Obama has decided to address 
the political aspects of the Iraq 
dilemma is by essentially putting — 
through his retention of President 
Bush’s choice to head the Pentagon 
— the Bush brand on the withdraw-
al. Again, this will not render Mr. 
Obama immune from criticism, but it 
will make it harder for Republicans 
to paint Mr. Obama as pursuing a 
policy of “defeat” in Iraq, as his GOP 
rival Sen. John McCain did during 
the campaign.  

There are sound, substantive pol-
icy reasons for Mr. Obama’s picks 
for State and Defense. But it is in 
contrasting the policies Mr. Obama 
has said he wants to pursue with 
the people he has chosen to imple-
ment them that one gets a sense 
that the president-elect fully under-
stands that politics doesn’t stop at 
the water’s edge. ■

danRATHER
Special to Florida Weekly
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This is the story of a 102-pound 
woman from Great Falls, Mont., 
who, even though she’s legally 

blind, graduated from an Ivy League 
school and began medical school at the 
University of Washington, only to drop 
out her second year when her sister was 
killed, and then caught murderers as a 
forensics expert for the state of Mon-
tana for several years before she earned 
a doctorate and came to Naples to teach 
chemistry on the Collier County cam-
pus of Edison State College, where her 
students have to show their work on 
tests by writing it out and attaching it to 
their papers, so she knows that they did 
it and they understand it.

This is that story — the story of Pro-
fessor Lisa Rice-McGarity.

And if her students say, “But I did the 
work in the calculator,” she says, “Then 
staple the calculator to your paper.” And 
if they say, “But I did it in my head,” she 
says, “Then you should staple your head 
to the paper.” And smiles.

“If they say, ‘That’s not fair!’ I say, 
‘Fair is a four-letter word that begins 
with an ‘F’,” she concludes.

Kind by nature and nurture — she 
accedes her big leather office chair to 
a guest and takes the hard little one 
without thought — she’s also as tough 
as boot leather, a woman whose leg and 
knee were crushed when a drunk driver 
ran over her at 13. She came back to run 

5Ks, 8Ks, 10Ks and marathons, for fun.
She arrived in Florida mostly for that 

reason: She loved to run and she was 
tired of running in snow and ice.

The good professor is 46 years old 
now and her eye disease is genetic 
— juvenile macular degeneration, the 
result of a recessive gene in both par-
ents that caused her sight to begin fad-
ing at age 10. Three of the Rice children 
were born with the disease.

“We call ourselves, ‘The Three Blind 
Rice,” Professor Rice-McGarity says, 
suddenly.

Then she smiles again, and if any 
December clouds still linger in the 
immediate vicinity of the Florida pen-
insula, no doubt they vanish instantly 
into the void.

Why is she so funny and quick with a 
counterpunch quip?

“I think when you teach, and you face 
a lot of students, you have to learn to 
be,” she surmises.

And why is she so tough?
“My father was a Marine. Enough 

said,” she replies. (A decorated combat 
veteran of World War II and Korea, 
Ron Rice was also a geologist and a for-
est ranger in Yellowstone National Park 
until war injuries required he find other 
work. His love of geology encouraged 
her love of chemistry, she says.) 

But if you really want to meet tough, 
she adds, you should meet her mother, 
Dolores Rice.

 Professor Rice-McGarity’s eyes are 
brown and warm. Her earrings and 

necklaces are silver and turquoise and 
Western. Only when she pulls the high-
power magnifying glass that resembles 
a jeweler’s loupe out of her pocket — 
the one she presses to a page of type, 
before pressing her own eye to it, which 
is how she reads — do you realize why 
she can’t drive.

“But I bet I COULD drive better than 
about 90 percent of the drivers out 
there,” she says. 

There’s another luminous smile, but 
you also realize she isn’t kidding and 
she’s very likely not wrong.

Instead, she bikes to Edison State 
every day, about four miles. That’s after 
a morning run of a number of miles — 
she and her husband, Mark McGarity, 

now 54, are training for a half marathon 
in Orlando. Once an Olympic-caliber 
marathoner, he’s the track coach and a 
teacher at Lely High School.

But Mr. McGarity would probably 
have to run a lot faster than he can 
to keep up with his remarkable wife, 
who has organized a for-charity run in 
Naples each of the last five years, some-
thing she calls a “crazy 8K, because it’s 
near Halloween, and it has a Halloween 
theme.”

This year the money raised, more 
than $3,000, will go to the new, non-
profit, one-stop-shop rehabilitation 
center for the blind that she and other 
professionals are starting, called Light-
house of Collier County.

In about three weeks, Lighthouse will 
incorporate, and the many people who 
are legally blind, probably about one 
out of five in the general population 
of those over 50, will suddenly have 
significant help in Collier  — if she can 
raise another $250,000.

Call her at 732-3730 if you can, she 
asks. She aims to get this done. 

“All my life people told me I couldn’t 
do things, and all my life I’ve done 
them,” she recalls. 

“My high school chemistry teacher, 
he basically told me girls are sponges in 
science —they just do what the boys do 
and they don’t belong there. He didn’t 
like girls. So when I graduated magna 
cum laude in chemistry from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, I made a copy 
of my degree and honors, and I mailed 
them to him. That was my way of flip-
ping him off.”

The big smile again, light and sweet-
ness over steel.  ■
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The good professor
BY ROGER WILLIAMS____________________
rwilliams@fl oridaweekly.com
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county almost 99 years ago, in 1910, 
might not have imagined.

The company, owned by Barron Col-
lier’s grandson, Miles Collier, has joined 
the Florida Panther Protec-
tion Program and donated 
land all over Collier County, 
including in the Corkscrew 
Swamp Sanctuary and the 
Big Cypress National Pre-
serve, says Jennifer Veroski, 
the company’s public rela-
tions manager.

Other company officials 
were unavailable to de-
scribe their plans in greater 
detail before press time be-
cause they were traveling, 
she said.

Permitting and plan-
ning

Mark Twain said, “If man 
could be crossed with a cat, 
it would improve man but 
deteriorate the cat.”

Man has been crossed 
with the cat here in South-
west Florida. But the cat has 
been almost entirely crossed 
out.

Whether that will happen 
conclusively and finally, or 
not, may well depend on 
decisions made by the Col-
lier County commissioners, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the Army Corps of 
Engineers, and the South Florida Water 
Management District.

“We anticipate that state and local 
permits could be forthcoming rather 
shortly. Most likely in the early part of 
the year,” says Jennifer Hecker, natural 
resources policy manager for the Con-
servancy of Southwest Florida, a non-
profit watchdog agency created to sus-
tain land, water and animals as the Gulf 
Coast grows.

“The federal permits will take a bit 
longer because this is an endangered 
species review,” she adds. “The Fish and 
Wildlife Service is elevating it to a for-
mal consultation because they see that 
this project could jeopardize the spe-
cies.”

All those agencies have to agree to 
the developer’s plans before so much 
as a single bulldozer begins preparing 
ground, a process that Ms. Veroski, at 
Collier Enterprises, estimates will take 
“another couple of years.”

But a pack of permitting agencies does 
not mean that careful planning is under 
way — not of the kind designed to pro-
tect water resources and big cats, but 
also little taxpayers across Collier Coun-
ty, warns Mark Strand, chairman of the 
Collier County Planning Commission.

If planning and permitting are rushed, 
the little taxpayers could end up holding 
the bag for utility corridors, roads, parks, 
sheriff’s protection, fire and emergency 
services and everything else required of 
urban or suburban living, in undefined 
amounts.

“The Big Cypress Town package 
hasn’t come before us yet, but in terms 
of general development in eastern Col-
lier, the kind of scenario is playing out 
today on eastern lands that we allowed 
to happen near the beach two decades 
ago,” Mr. Strand says.

“Then, we did not think out the plan-
ning of the county as well as we should 
have, and now we’re paying dearly for 
it — for the over-intensification of the 
coastal areas, for lack of access to water, 
for high-rises. The same thing is happen-
ing on our eastern lands.”

Those lands comprise about 195,000 
acres, loosely defined and protected 
under a 2002 boundary called the Rural 

Land Stewardship Zone, which set aside 
roughly 16,800 acres for future (unde-
fined) development.

Planners foresaw a few self-contained, 
small towns arising there, perhaps five 
or six, each separated by woods or wet-
lands to prevent sprawl. And none of 
them on the panther’s primary habitat.

But some private landowners may now 

see more than that in eastern Collier — 
ultimately as many as 43,000 acres, with 
more than 20 towns, records show.

Those plans, however, are merely 
bunk, suggests Collier County Commis-
sioner Fred Coyle — but bunk enough to 
have created a pointless ruckus.

“That plan is unfortunate — it hasn’t 
been approved by county commission-
ers or anyone else. It’s merely a plan put 
together by a consultant who has worked 
on this,” says Mr. Coyle. “I don’t think it’s 
correct. I think it lists something like 22 
new town sites, and that’s just not true. 
There will never be 22 new town sites 
in the Rural Land Stewardship Zone, so 
people are getting upset over nothing.”

Commissioner Coyle, like Mark Strand 
on the planning commission, says pa-
tience and care are required in develop-
ing Collier’s eastern lands.

“There are several parts to develop-
ment,” he explains. “They can come in, 
like with Ave Maria, and say, ‘Let’s de-
velop a town.’ But independent of that 
might be a decision by someone else to 
build a shopping center at the intersec-
tion.

“Those things will happen whether 
we have rural land stewardships, or not. 
Some people own land that’s not sensi-
tive, and they’ll develop it.”

And those ambitions have to be taken 
into account by commissioners and oth-
ers who grant permits, concludes Mr. 
Coyle.

“When you take in the total likely de-
velopment area out there, you’re talking 
about more than just what rural villages 
would take up. And we have to keep our 
original objectives in mind: to preserve 
land, and to direct development to non-
sensitive areas.”

And, he adds, “to protect wildlife cor-
ridors and panther habitat.”

Special interests
Environmentalists never disputed 

some development in the eastern lands, 
and everyone agreed that a five-year 
review of the Stewardship Zone would 
help clarify what could happen there.

“Our argument is not don’t build, but 
avoid and minimize destruction of sensi-
tive lands,” explains Andrew McElwaine, 

president of the Conservancy.
Now, though, things have changed. 

Collier Enterprises is taking steps to 
build in the most sensitive lands, where 
the Florida panther makes its home. The 
five-year Rural Land Stewardship Zone 
review is not fully completed. And peo-
ple are choosing sides.

“We have, right now, a group studying 

the eastern lands,” says Mr. Strand. “And 
we have a lot of landowners out there 
who formed their own organization, and 
rightly so. Now they’re a special interest 
group.

“But we also have special interests in 
the form of environmentalists who have 
signed up and created a memorandum of 
understanding with the developers.

“My concern is, now we have two spe-
cial interests who seem to be satisfied in 
some way. So where’s the special inter-
est that protects taxpayer interests? I’m 
looking at levels of service, rather than 
the environment, as reasons for going 
slowly and carefully out there. But there 
is nothing to be gained environmentally, 
either, by poor planning.”

The Conservancy of Southwest Flor-
ida has not signed any memorandum; 
instead, it’s pushed Collier Enterprises 
to move its plan for Big Cypress Town a 
couple of miles north of the current pro-
posed site.

That would put a future town on less 
sensitive lands, lands not frequented by 
panthers and farther from key water-
flows that the company also owns.

“I’ve talked to them ad nauseum about 
this, but they say it’s not economically 
feasible to move,” reports Mr. McEl-
waine. 

“So what they’re hoping is that their 
compliance with the county program 
(in the Rural Land Stewardship Zone) 
will be enough for the Feds (The Army 
Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service), and they won’t have to 
do any more to get permits.”

But what they should do, instead, is 
move the planned town north. Besides 
removing a threat to the Florida panther, 
that would also reduce the impact on 
water flow from their development into 
the Picayune Strand, and then into the 
Everglades, says Mr. McElwaine.

“If you damage the south-bound flow 
of water because of Big Cypress Town, 
suddenly the effort to restore the Pica-
yune to Everglades condition gets un-
dermined,” he explains.

One problem, says Nicole Ryan, the 
Conservancy’s governmental services 
manager, is that an engineering firm that 
gets it bread and butter by working for 

developers, WilsonMiller, designed the 
plans for Collier County’s stewardship 
of eastern rural areas. 

And now the plans — with opportuni-
ties for developers to earn some credits 
by promising to restore land when they 
develop, and even more credits by actu-
ally doing the work and restoring other 
acreage — are so complicated that few 

can understand them.
“They’ve created a propri-

etary planning tool so com-
plicated, that if any other 
county wanted to adopt the 
Collier model for preserva-
tion, they’d be in a bind,” she 
says.

But the county adopted 
the WilsonMiller plan in 
2002 with the assurance 
that officials would review 
it in five years. That’s what 
they’re trying to do now, 
says Ms. Ryan.

“This plan is said to create 
compact sustainable-growth 
communities, but there are 
no standards for what con-
stitutes sustainability,” she 
adds.

But things are coming to a 
head, or a hammock, as the 
case may be.

“To build, Collier Enter-
prises needs to have an Army 
Corps permit issued, a South 
Florida Water Management 
District permit issued, and 
a county permit, and we just 
need to knock down one of 
those,” says McElwaine.

But that might not hap-
pen.

“If they issue the permits… well, it’s 
very difficult to challenge and overturn 
in court a SFWMD permit,” he admits.

 “But we would try.” ■

RUMBLE
From page 1

                                        

Big Cypress Town details 
(provided by Collier Enterprises)

>> 2,800 acres with no more than 9,000 
 homes
>>10,000 acres of environmentally important 
 land preserved
>>Sixty miles of bike paths and walking 
 trails
>>Multiple community parks and 800 acres 
 of green space
>>Bike-sharing and electric trams
>>Solar-powered street lighting
>>Green utility plant and state-of-the-art 
 water treatment system
>>Satellite-controlled, low-volume irrigation
>>Landscaping with drought-tolerant native 
 plants
>>Three schools
>>Farmers markets 
>>Shopping, dining, health care, recreation, 
 culture and community services

Big Cypress Town details 
(Provided by The Conservancy of 
Southwest Florida)

>>First phase about 3,600 acres of undevel-
 oped land important to recharging 
 drinking water supplies
>>Total project about 8,000 acres
>>825 acres of wetlands, 53 to be destroyed 
 and hundreds more affected
>>Drainage ditch perimeter could drain 
 adjacent wetlands that support the water 
 fl ows in the Picayune Everglades Restora-
 tion Project
>>Big Cypress Town land has been designa-
 tion a Strategic Habitat Conservation 
 Area for 24 protected species, including 
 the panther
>>3,411 acres or 93 percent of the Big 
 Cypress Town site is “essential” for 
 maintaining the current reduced popula-
 tion of panthers, wildlife biologists say

(NOTE: To fi nd out more, go to www.conser-
vancy.org, or www.collierenterprises.com.)
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A chicken in every pot and a car 
in every garage was good enough for 
Herbert Hoover in 1928, but two years 
later the Walker men — Forest and his 
sons, R.L. and Lorenzo — had a new and 
improved slogan: “A car in every garage – 
a boat in every back yard.” Now that was 
the American dream in Naples.

Dare to dream
Few saw the terrain as the Walker men 

did. They saw unlimited promise; they 
saw that car in every driveway and that 
boat in every back yard. They just needed 
to make their dream a reality.

The post-war years would be good for 
Naples. When R.L. and Lorenzo came 
back from the war, they joined their daddy 
to launch Walker Construction. At first, 
they primarily hauled fill to developers, 
but that was soon to change.

In 1949, Lindsey Crayton sold The 
Naples Company to Henry Watkins, Sr. 
To finance the purchase, Mr. Watkins sold 
294 acres to Philip Rust, who later sold it 
to the Walkers for $30,000.

The Walker men were hands-on devel-
opers and worked the land together. R.L. 
ran the drag line, Lorenzo ran the dredge 
and Daddy Forrest ran the bulldozers.

They were not as flush with cash as 
Glen Sample, the new guy down the road 
who was developing Port Royal. When 
money was short, the Walkers would work 
for Sample until they had enough money to 
go back to their developing their dream.

They didn’t have a public relations 
team, but they knew how to have fun. 
To launch their new development, they 
invited everyone to a good old-fashioned 
barbecue and held a naming contest for 
their project. They liked the sounds of 
Aqualane and added Shores themselves 
(the Walker men also developed Bonita 
Shores and Little Hickory Shores).

Fourteen years later, their development 
was a reality. Now it was time for the sons 
to leave their mark on their home town.

A brother’s love
Lorenzo had been valedictorian of 

his class, but schooling was not for R.L. 
“Daddy used to wear three pair of pants 
to school on Fridays because he knew he 
was going to get a whipping because he 
couldn’t spell his words,” his daughter 
Jean Walker Humphries says. R.L. had had 
enough pain from education and did not 
want any more — education or pain.

Lorenzo was a Collier County Commis-
sioner from 1950-1956 and State Represen-
tative until 1974; R.L was one of the most 
respected all-around mechanics in the 
county. He could fix anything, and it was 
this skill that kept Lorenzo in those fancy 
starched white shirts he so loved to wear.

Lorenzo never forgot how his brother’s 
skills helped him. In the state legislature, 
he pushed for schools for those who were 
not necessarily good at book learning but 
who had other talents. It took three tries to 
get the bill passed, but Lorenzo’s determi-
nation achieved an educational milestone 
for Collier County and Florida.

Naples Backyard History celebrated 

this Christmas season 
with a ginger bread 
decorating contest 
between restaurants 
on Third Street South 
and Crayton Cove. 
The Lorenzo Walker 
Culinary Institute 
graciously made 28  
ginger breads for 
the event and also 
entered a display in 
the contest.

Their legacy will 
live on, although 
many will never 
know just how much 
the Walker men did 
for our community. 
One thing is for sure: 
A brother’s love cre-
ated the opportu-
nity for hundreds of 
children and their 
families to feel the 
love these culinary 
students put into 
their baking and 
these restaurants 
put into their dec-
orating.

There was no 
pain in education 
that night — only the delights of families 
enjoying a new Naples Christmas tradition 
— compliments of Lorenzo Walker.  ■ 

Lois Bolin is the co-founder of Naples 
Cultural Landscape, a fund at the Commu-
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A car in every garage, a boat in every back yard
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Your miracle is waiting.  Call 239-985-3550 
or visit www.leememorial.org

Sara was only in her 30th week of pregnancy 
when she suddenly went into labor. Scared and 

shocked, she delivered baby Ella, who weighed just 
over 3lbs. Baby Ella was transported to our Children’s 
Hospital and spent eight weeks in our Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit. She is now a healthy, active toddler who is 
known to her parents as their “Little Miracle.”

Th e Children’s Hospital of Southwest Florida is the only 
children’s hospital between Tampa and Miami and treats 
children from all of Southwest Florida—regardless of 
their families’ ability to pay for our services. Please 
consider a gift to the Lee Memorial Health System 
Foundation this holiday season. 

Now more than ever, donations are needed to help 
provide life-saving care to the tiniest members of our 
community. 

Make a gift.  
Make an impact.  

Change Oregonians believe in
The voters of Sodaville (pop. 290) 

elected Thomas Brady Harrington, 33, 
mayor in November, notwithstanding 
his criminal rap sheet showing robbery, 
eluding a police officer, felon in posses-
sion of a gun and other crimes (with 
his electoral success perhaps due to 
voters confusing him with his father, a 
respected town elder). And the voters of 
Silverton (pop. 7,400) elected as mayor 

Stu Rasmussen, 60, an openly transgen-
dered, longtime resident who previous-
ly served as mayor while a man but who 
now sports breasts and dresses exclu-
sively as a woman (especially miniskirts 
and cleavage-enhancing tops). Actually, 
Mr. Rasmussen still describes himself as 
a man and lives with his longtime girl-
friend, but explained his switch as just 
his particular “mid-life crisis.” ■

Compelling explanations
➤ “I’m really sorry. ... I thought he was 

just tired,” said Lynne Stewart, who was 
arrested in West Melbourne, on Florida’s 
east coast, in October and charged with 
stealing items from a 56-year-old, uncon-
scious man who in fact had just suffered 
a fatal heart attack during sex with Stew-
art. She blamed her larceny on a cocaine 
binge that impaired her judgment such that 
(according to a police commander) she had 
sex with 20 men that weekend. (However, 
she was not charged with prostitution. Said 
the commander, “No, she just likes sex.”) 

➤ A woman being interviewed for jury 

duty on a murder case in Bronx (N.Y.) 
Supreme Court in October asked to be 
excused for the reason that she was once 
murdered, herself, by her husband (but had 
somehow been revived by a doctor). (She 
was dismissed from the jury, but on other 
grounds.) 

➤ In a recent report of DUI excuses in 
the Swedish newspaper Nerikes Allehanda, 
a 56-year-old woman had asserted that, 
though she had been drinking, her driving 
was not affected because she had remem-
bered to keep one eye closed so as not to 
be seeing double. ■

Oops
One of the items in a November seized-

contraband auction by the Denver Police 
Department was a 1977 Oldsmobile Cutlass 
that was ultimately bought for $350 by a 
19-year-old woman, but which is still evi-
dence in an active murder investigation. 
Police eventually took back the car, which 

has bullet holes and a bloody interior and 
contained blood-stained clothing. Further-
more, a second shooting victim who was in 
the car survived and was among the bidders 
at the auction. He dropped out, but did later 
sell the winning bidder his spare key to the 
car for $40.  ■

Creme de la Weird
Hang Mioku, 48, is winding down her 

20-year obsession with cosmetic surgery, 
having been at one time bulked up with 
enough silicone in her face to earn the 
nickname “the standing fan” because her 
head was so large compared to her legs. 
Ms. Hang moved from South Korea to 
Japan for better access to surgery and said 
she had convinced herself that each proce-

dure in her odyssey only made her more 
beautiful than the last. When finally no 
surgeon would treat her, she began inject-
ing cooking oil. Finally, she was talked into 
face-reduction surgery (removal of 260 
grams of foreign substance from her head 
and neck) but, according to a November 
report in London’s Daily Telegraph, she 
remains grotesquely misshapen. ■

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
BY CHUCK SHEPHERD
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Chutzpah
➤ Veteran Massachusetts thief Robert 

Aldrich applied for compensation because 
his latest arrest happened to have been ille-
gal, and a state law permits recovery for lost 
income during wrongful incarceration. How-
ever, in November, a Suffolk County judge 
turned him down as she was unable to find 
any “income” that Aldrich might have earned 
during his six wrongful months in jail except 
from more burglaries or for home-improve-
ment money that Aldrich admitted he earned 
“off the books” so as to evade taxes. 

➤ “I would like an apology,” explained 
Michael Wax, who was ejected in July 
from the Borgata Hotel and Casino in 
Atlantic City because of customers’ com-
plaints about his body odor. “There’s no 
question I stink. ... I do have an odor. I’ve 
been playing for 17 hours,” said the 440-
pound man. Nonetheless, Mr. Wax filed 
a complaint with the Casino Control 
Commission, claiming that he should not 
have been so rudely treated in front of 
other patrons.  ■

Ironies
➤ Hummer H2 driver Yvonne Sinclair, 

29, was convicted of gross vehicular 
manslaughter in November in Rancho 
Cucamonga, Calif., from a 2006 crash 
that killed two people and in which her 
intoxication was a major factor. Sinclair 
had bought the Hummer from proceeds 
of a lawsuit settlement over the 2003 
death of her boyfriend, who was killed 
by a drunk driver.

➤ The Saudi Arabia delegation to the 
United Nations sponsored a conference 
on religious tolerance in November. (Not 
only does the kingdom employ a police 
force “on the prevention of vice and the 
promotion of virtue,” but it is accused 
of widespread internal discrimination 
against disfavored Islamic sects.) 

➤ Janice Warder, a former Texas judge 
and now the incoming district attorney 
for Texas’ Cooke County, was accused 

in March by a Dallas judge of having 
improperly withheld evidence in a 1986 
case to secure a murder conviction. (The 
Dallas judge ordered a new trial.)

➤ Patricia Howard filed a lawsuit 
against her USA Environmental employ-
er in 2006 (just recently unsealed by a 
judge) for subjecting her to dangerous 
work during 2003-2005. The workplace 
was in Iraq and involved detonating 
surplus munitions to prevent their fall-
ing into insurgents’ hands, but that was 
not the “danger” she feared. Rather, the 
munitions were located in abandoned 
football-field-sized warehouses that had 
long been home to pigeons. Foot-high 
piles of feces had dried and turned to 
powder, and Howard charged that the 
company’s respiration protection was 
nearly useless, subjecting workers to 
Hantavirus and other diseases.  ■
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Panoramic Moonroof, Full Power,
Alloy Wheels, And Much More.

Only 15K Miles, Like New Except For
The Price. Stk#BF6856A

Your
Price

$32,989

MSRP When New: $44,910

Germain BMW of Naples
11286 Tamiami Trail North
U.S. 41 Just North of Immokalee  Rd • I-75 Exit 111
Mon-Thurs 8:30AM-7PM • Fri 8:30AM-6PM • Sat 9AM-5PM • Sun Closed

239.643.2220

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

Germain BMW
of Naples

germainbmw.com

• Remaining Portion of the 
4-Year/ 50,000 Mile New
Vehicle Limited Warranty and
Supplemental 2-Year/
50,000 Total Mile Warranty

• 24-Hour Roadside Assistance
• Trip Interruption Benefits
• Trip Routing Services
• Specific Certification Criteria
• Extensive Vehicle Inspection

Special lease and finance options available thru BMW Financial Services with approved credit. All prices plus tax, tag and title.
**On Select 2005 or 2006 X3 and X5 models and 2006 3 and 5 Series. Payment not to exceed $1000. Offers expire 12/17/08. See dealer for details.

The Gift That 
Keeps On Giving...

w w w. g e r m a i n b m w. c o m

★

2006 BMW
330i Sport Sedan

Titanium Silver w/Gray Leather,
Premium Pkg., Steptronic Auto Trans.,
Moonroof, Power Shades, Adaptive
Xenon Headlamps, Dynamic Cruise,

Park Distance Control, Logic 7 Sound
And More. Only 22K Miles. Stk#BF6925

KBB Retail: $34,675

Your
Price

$27,888
2008 BMW
M3 Coupe

Jet Black w/Red Novillo Leather,
Double Clutch Auto Trans.,

Premium Pkg., 19”Tire/Wheel Pkg.,
Only 1K Miles. Stk#B81136B

Save $8000 Compared To New.

Your
Price

$59,990

2008 BMW
335i Sport Sedan

Black w/Black Leather, Steptronic
Auto Trans., Sport Pkg., Premium Pkg.,

Moonroof, Navigation And More.
Only 5K Miles, Stk#BP6946

Save $9000 Compared To New.

Your
Price

$40,988

2005 BMW
X5 3.0i 4WD SAV

Black Sapphire Metallic w/Brown
Leather, Sport Pkg., Premium Pkg.,
Rear Climate Pkg., Steptronic Auto
Trans., Adaptive Xenon Headlamps,
Hi-Fi Sound, Panoramic Moonroof

And  Much More. Stk#B8328

KBB Retail: $34,050

Your
Price

$29,998

0.9%
APR

And BMW Will Pay Your
First 2 Months’ Payments

On select 2005 and 2006 models**

Factory
Financing 
Available
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 Now Edison State College has 
joined eight other community col-
leges in a statewide initiative to intro-
duce baccalaureate curricula. In Janu-
ary, Edison State will offer bachelor’s 
degrees in Elementary Education, 
Supervision and Management, Public 
Safety and Nursing. Through this pilot 
program, Florida legislators hope to a 
more educated work force will help 
ease the state economy’s reliance on 
tourism.

 By adding bachelor’s degree pro-
grams, Edison joins other educational 
institutions in the area, such as Florida 
Gulf Coast University and Hodges Uni-
versity. 

Dr. Walker isn’t worried about 
whether the region will be over-satu-
rated by the addition of another four-
year institution.

“The more educational institutions 
you have in an area, the more students 
will take advantage of those opportuni-
ties,” he says.

He points to North Carolina’s “Gold-
en Triangle” — where Duke Univer-

sity, the University of North Carolina 
and North Carolina State University 
exist within a 30-mile radius — and 
the university-rich Northeast. “Where 
there are more opportunities and more 
choices available,” he says, “the demand 
from students becomes greater.”

Since Florida Gulf Coast University 
opened in 1997, Edison’s enrollment 
has increased every year, he says.

Even as Edison begins offering 
four-year degree programs, the col-
lege maintains a unique niche in the 
community. Evening classes remain 
core components of the college’s 
programming, with half of students 
enrolled in night classes. And the 
college continues to cater to working 
professionals.  

Compared to other colleges in the 
area, Edison also offers more affordable 
degree programs, with tuition rates at 
half those of nearby public universities 
and a quarter of those of local private 
colleges. Fees are set by the state.  

Edison State College will continue 
to offer two-year associate’s degree 
programs in addition to bachelor’s 
degrees. As part of its community col-
lege mandate, Edison must maintain its 
open-door policy, meaning any student 
with a high-school diploma or equiva-
lent is guaranteed admission.  

“We still see ourselves as a commu-
nity-based institution,” says Dr. Jeffery 
Allbritten, president of Edison State’s 
Collier County campus.  “We’re not 
losing that focus at all.”  

Edison State’s Collier campus is cur-
rently evaluating which baccalaureate 
programs would most benefit Collier 
County. Dr. Allbritten points to the 
area’s need for more teachers, health-
care workers and firefighters. It’s dif-
ficult to recruit an adequate number 
of out-of-state workers to fill these 
positions, he says, mainly because of 
the high cost of living in Southwest 
Florida. The solution is to educate 
area residents for these jobs. With 

the new bachelor’s degree programs, 
Edison State College is helping to fill 
that gap.

“It opens myriad possibilities,” he 
says.

Dr. Robert R. Jones, president of Edi-
son’s Lee County campus, says offering 
four-year degrees is the natural next 
step in the college’s development. 

“The unique thing about the Lee 
County campus is that we’ve been here 
for 45 years,” he says. “Generations of 
students have watched this evolution 
and are excited to be part of it.”

Changes in Edison’s educational pro-
gram are evolving student life as well.

“As a four-year institution, there are 
more opportunities to engage students 
in extracurriculars,” says Dr. Jones. 
He points to new clubs on campus, 
more musical events and additional 
cultural opportunities. The college is 
even exploring the concept of student 
housing.

Dr. Walker says the changes in the 
community college system reflect the 
more advanced needs of society.

“The two-year degree that was ade-
quate in the 20th century is no longer 
adequate for the competitive, global 
world in the 21st century,” he says.  
“Students need a baccalaureate degree 
to be competitive.” ■

EDISON
From page 1

COURTESY PHOTO

The campus of Edison State College in Fort Myers
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eDeNom
Your Tiburon Specialist ...
come and view Tiburon with me!

www.NaplesHomeSweetHome.com
239.404.7787

MichelleDeNomme
your southwest florida REALTOR®

Never Pay for Hot Water! 
Install a $4500 Solar Water Heating System for as 
little as $2150* and you’ll save up to 30% on your 
electric bill! 

Heat Your Pool! 
A solar system is the most efficient and cost effective 
way to heat your pool. You’ll be able to stay home 
more, enjoy your pool, and great times with your 
family and friends.

Or Install a Photovoltaic System
for your Home or Business!

PV is the most energy productive of all solar 
products. It’s your best insurance against soaring 
electric rates. In fact, under the recent “Net 
Metering” law, the extra electricity you produce is 
“sold” back to the utility company and a dollar-for-
dollar amount is credited to your account!

Call 239.566.1000 Today!
www.AdvanceSolar.com

*for information about incentives available and financing options.

  It’s one 
small panel  

on your roof.

HOLIDAY SALE
Going on NOW!

Up to $1000 OFF
No payments until 2010

THE investment you CAN’T afford NOT to make!

Lowest Prices and the Best Quality.

Call 239.566.1000 Today!
Voted BEST place to buy 12 years in a row!

     100% 
Financing

Geoff Colvin, senior editor-at-large 
for Fortune Magazine, will be the key-
note speaker at the Shelter for Abused 
Women & Children’s second annual 
‘Gentle’men Against Domestic Violence 
Luncheon. Mr. Colvin, one of America’s 
most respected commentators on lead-
ership and management, will discuss 
trends in business.

The Shelter’s ‘Gentle’men Against 
Domestic Violence initiative is an inno-
vative program designed to help young 
men develop a better understanding 
of self and the world around them; 
respect, appreciate and interact posi-
tively with women of all ages; identify 
traits of ‘gentle’men that allow them to 
gain power and control over themselves 
(including emotions and behaviors) 
rather than imposing power and control 

over another; and share this life-altering 
information with their peers.

“The GADV program is about helping 
young men realize that violence never 
equals strength and what it means to 
be a true ‘gentle’man,” says Linda Ober-
haus, executive director at the Shelter.

GADV was founded by Ron McGinty, 
Bob Cahners, Jim Jessee, John Jordan 
and Graham Lount; the committee also 
includes William O’Meara, David Mel-
ville, Ned Lautenbach and Ronald J. 
Morey.

The luncheon takes place on Wednes-
day, Jan. 14, 2009, at The Ritz-Carl-
ton, Naples. Tickets are $500/Pioneer; 
$1,000/Innovator.

For sponsor information and to learn 
more about the GADV initiative, call 
the Shelter at 775-3862. ■

The Shelter for Abused Women & 
Children is asking individuals, busi-
nesses and organizations to help pro-
vide a tranquil holiday season to adult 
and child victims of domestic violence 
by donating gift certificates and new, 
unwrapped, gifts for the holidays. Items 
are needed for adult women and for 
their children, especially for ages 9-17.

Gift certificates are welcome from 
Publix and Winn Dixie and from major 
drug stores and retailers including 
Wal-Mart, Target, Payless Shoes, 
Walgreens, CVS and Best Buy. 
Phone and gasoline cards 
and movie passes are also 
appropriate.

Gifts for children 
must be non-violent 
(remember batteries 
if needed). The Shel-
ter suggests anything 
Hannah Montana or 
High School Musi-
cal related, board 
games, Sesame 
Street items, 
P l a y - D o h , 
p a j a m a s , 
ethnic dolls, 

Batman and Spiderman items, tea sets 
and play kitchens, arts and crafts kits 
or supplies, sports equipment and hair 
accessories.

Teenagers will appreciate clothes and 
gift certificates, purses, jewelry, wallets, 
make-up and toiletries, basketballs and 
footballs and soccer balls, board games, 
backpacks, diaries and skateboards.

For women, the Shelter recommends 
perfume and toiletries, hair accessories 
and curling or flat irons, cookbooks, 
robes and slippers, picture frames, 
watches, audio books, calendars and 

journals.
The Shelter itself also has a wish 

list of items including pillows, pots 
and pans, alarm clocks, twin-size 
comforters and full- and travel-
size toiletries.

Donations can be dropped off 
at The Shelter’s Options Thrift 

Shoppe, 968 Second Ave. N., 
in Naples. For more infor-

mation on needed items 
and how to support the 
Shelter’s programs 
and services, call 775-
3862 or visit www.
naplesshelter.org. ■

Buy an extra gift or two
for women and children

Fortune senior editor
will address ‘gentle’men
against domestic violence
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OPEN  Mon-Sat  10am-6pm  |   Sun 12pm-5pm

www.DenmarkInteriors.com

Florida’s favorite colors

RECEIVE $200 OFF 
A STRESSLESS RECLINER 

when you donate $50 to 
Habitat For Humanity

during the month of December.
See sales associate for details.

 

NON-PROFIT NEWS

The Jewish Federation of Col-
lier County has named The 
Harry Chapin Food Bank 
recipient of its 2008 Human 
Needs Award in recognition 
of the work the food bank 
and its network of partners do 
providing food assis-
tance to those in need 
in Collier County.

Three years ago the Jewish Federa-
tion board and its Community Rela-
tions Committee established a Fund 
for Human Needs to recognize orga-
nizations for their generous spirit and 
community service. It is also a way 
for Jews in Collier County to prac-
tice tikkun olam, “bettering the world.” 

Grants have been made to the 
Shelter for Abused Women, 
the Ronald McDonald Care-
mobile, the Peer Counseling 
Program of the Mental Health 
Society, Catholic Charities, 

St. Vincent de Paul Society, 
Senior Services of the 
Collier County Sheriff’s 
Department, the Collier 

County Council on Aging, the NAACP 
and the Collier County Education Foun-
dation.

For more information, contact Ann 
Jacobson, chair of the Community Rela-
tions Committee, or David Willens, 
executive director, at the Jewish Fed-
eration of Collier County, 263-4205. ■

Harry Chapin Food Bank
receives Human Needs Award

‘Christmas with the Kitties’
coming up at IAG Galleries

Foster children will experience
the joy of shopping, giving

The eighth annual “Child’s Gift of 
Giving” holiday shopping spree and 
luncheon hosted by Germain Honda of 
Naples takes place Saturday, Dec. 20. 
Children and volunteers will shop, pur-
chase and wrap hundreds of presents 
for the families of 75 foster children 
selected by The Foster Care Council of 
Southwest Florida. 

Each child will be paired with a 
volunteer and taken to Wal-Mart to 
purchase $100 worth of presents for 
their foster family members. The chil-
dren will also have $25 to spend on 
something for themselves. Shopping 
begins at 9 a.m. at the new Wal-Mart 
near Davis Boulevard. The children and 
accompanying volunteers then go to 
Germain Honda to wrap presents and 
enjoy a holiday lunch together.

“The children really enjoy this day 
and are so appreciative… they would not 
otherwise be able to say thank you to the 
families that help them,” says Dana Per-
kins, marketing director for Germain.   

The Foster Care Council and Ger-
main Honda of Naples provide volun-
teers; Germain Motor Company funds 
the event.

The Foster Care Council of South-
west Florida has a mission to enrich the 
lives of children who are removed from 
their homes either temporarily or per-
manently, due to abandonment, serious 
neglect, physical or emotional abuse.

For more information, or to become 
a volunteer, contact Ms. Perkins at 
Germain Motors, 595-0008, or Jennifer 
Weidenbruch of the Foster Care Coun-
cil, 262-1808. ■

Families get in free Saturday
at the Naples Museum of Art

The Naples Museum of Art welcomes 
families for free from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 13. A number of special events 
are planned with a “Holiday Treats and 
Sweets” theme, including bilingual story-
telling with Carrie Sue Ayvar, face paint-
ing with Cori Scheft, portrait sketches by 

artist Jason Weber, hands-on art activi-
ties and a treasure hunt.

The Naples Museum of Art, the Phil-
harmonic Galleries and the Philhar-
monic Center for the Arts are at 5833 
Pelican Bay Blvd. For more informa-
tion, call 597-1900. ■

Celebrate “Christmas with the Kit-
ties” from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 20, at IAG Galleries in Olde 
Naples. The Humane Society Naples 
will have felines for adoption. Wildlife 
artists Craig and Maxine Bone will be 
painting at the gallery and have pledged 
to donate 20 percent of the day’s sales 
to help orphaned pets at The Humane 
Society Naples. Visitors are also wel-
come (no dogs, please) to bring dona-
tions of their own.

IAG galleries is at the corner of Gor-
don and Broad avenues, at 1170 Third 
Street S. For more information, call 
649.7339. ■
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REPLACE YOUR FRONT DOOR...

New Code® has teamed up with                          to offer you this 
custom designed, impact resistant entry door system. 

R o t  R e s i s t a n t  F r a m i n g•  
B a l d w i n ®  H a r d w a r e•  
Stainless  Steel  Bal l  Bearing •  
Hinges
2 4  H o u r  H u r r i c a n e •  
P r o t e c t i o n
2 4  H o u r  S e c u r i t y•  
C e r t i f i e d  I n s t a l l a t i o n•  
C u s t o m  F i n a n c i n g •  
Av a i l a b l e  F o r  Yo u r  N e e d s

With the New Code® Impact 
Resistant Entry Door System

NO SHUTTERS REQUIRED

Many styles available
both with and without glass

Locally Owned and Operated
LIC# CGC059099

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE
239-936-9900

WINDOWS    ENTRY DOORS    SLIDING GLASS DOORS    LANAI ENCLOSURES    FRENCH DOORS

20% OFF
Selected Products 

RECEIVE UP TO

Or No Payments &

Deferred Interest 

for One Year!*
*with 

approved 

credit.

Call Us to Schedule a 
FREE IN-HOME  Consultation

239-936-9900
Stop By One of Our Showrooms 

Fort Myers Showroom Hours: 
Mon.-Fri.: 8am to 5pm - Sat. by Appt.

Naples/Marco Showroom Hours: 
Mon. - Fri.: 10am to 2pm - Sat. by Appt.

AND  YOUR OUTDATED WINDOWS!
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Brinker
BROWN

12320 Crystal
Commerce Loop

Fort Myers Showroom
12320 Crystal Commerce Loop, Fort Myers, FL

239-936-9900
800-428-8670

I-75

Beck Blvd.

N

S

Naples Showroom
3825 Beck Blvd. Suite 704, Naples, FL

239-325-4040
800-428-8670

I-75
Radio Rd.

Davis Blvd.

951

24

Golden 
Gate
Pkwy.

Crystal Road

3825 Beck Blvd.
Suite 704

With the New Code® Invincible Series 
Vinyl Impact Resistant  Windows

PERMANENT HURRICANE AND SECURITY 
PROTECTION 24/7

New Code® will replace your outdated windows and doors 
and  secure your home with our storm tested,  impact resistant products. 
Our Best Value Guarantee and Glass Breakage Guarantee provide 
you with winning odds against the storms Mother Nature deals out. 
Call now to set up your free in-home consultation, and stop gambling 
with your greatest investment!

NO STRESS, NO WORK, NO HASSLE, NO SHUTTERS!
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Treasure Hutchinson, an execu-
tive recruiter for the beverage 
industry, can’t predict whether 

the sputtering economy will slow down 
— or shut off — the demand for new 
hires. And in many ways, tumbling 
stocks, rising unemployment and deep-
ening economic woes feel out of her 
control.

“It’s scary,” Hutchinson said. “You 
used to be able to go on vacation or 
make impulse buys. But now, you have 
to save your money because you don’t 
know what tomorrow brings.”

But while the economy takes stom-
ach-turning dives under a cloud of 
uncertainty, Hutchinson has taken con-
trol of one area of her personal life — 
her fitness routine.

Three mornings a week, the one-
time, self-proclaimed “couch potato,” 
grinds through 44 push-ups, 32 sit-ups 
and a 2-mile run as part of an Operation 
Bootcamp class at a park near her home 
in Austell, Ga.

Hutchinson, 32, said her focus is 
unwavering. In September, she set a 
goal of losing 15 pounds; she’s halfway 
there.

“Better than going out drinking or 
being addicted to food,” she said. “If I 
am going to be addicted to something, 
let me be addicted to exercise.”

J. Kip Matthews, an Athens, Ga., psy-
chologist specializing in the psychology 
of exercise, said it’s not uncommon for 
some people to bump up their cardio 

routines during times of crisis. Run-
ning, playing hoops or even walking 
the dog can serve as an effective outlet 
for focusing on something positive and 
concrete, he said.

“There’s concerns about job security 
and worrying about the economy and 
what is happening to my 401(k) and 
stocks,” he said. “And exercise becomes 
an attractive activity people can turn to 
and control — they can determine the 
time that they exercise, the amount and 
the location.”

And while memberships in gyms 
have dipped in Atlanta and across the 
country, usage among existing mem-
bers is on the upswing.

Rebecca Shipley, branch executive 
director of the McCleskey-East Cobb 
YMCA, notes a rise in usage of 4 per-

cent in recent months, but she expects 
it could balloon if the economy contin-
ues to worsen.

“For those staying at the Y, they are 
coming to more classes and exercising 
harder and wanting to do more cardio 
and trying to combat the stress the 
best they can,” Shipley said, adding 
that a fast-paced Zumba Latino dance 
class and yoga classes are particularly 
hot among members seeking stress 
relief.

Benson Manento, a former personal 
trainer who now runs the Hotlanta 
Bodies Fit Camp, has watched his boot-
camp flock dwindle by about a third. 
But Manento, who is now offering a 
two-for-one special, has also noticed a 
curious trend — deeper commitment 
among those sticking with the program. 

Among them is Lindsey Stewart, 25, of 
Atlanta.

“I’ve definitely upped it,” Stewart 
said. “It helps me deal with stress. Bet-
ter than smoking or drinking, this helps 
me escape from the things out of my 
control. I can control this.”

As a voice actress for commercials 
and reading children’s books, business 
is hard to predict. But on a recent 
morning, she reached her objective — 
10 pull-ups and a 2-mile run.

An intense exercise routine helps 
keep Bruce Wise, an architect in the 
real estate business who was laid off 
last month, motivated.

“It gives you a sense of accomplish-
ment,” said Wise, of Atlanta,  three 
times a week. “And it helps you stay in 
a positive mind-set.”  ■

HEALTHY LIVING
Lean times can lead to...

Frazzled?
At least you 
can exercise

Harder Bodies

BY HELENA OLIVIERO_________________
Cox News Service

BOB ANDRES / COX NEWS SERVICE

Allison Redhead (right) works out in the Zumba Latino class at a metro Atlanta YMCA, where patrons seem more determined to shape up since the 
economy began to get into bad shape. Strenuous activity can be an antidote to economic stress.

Omega Bickham of Marietta, Ga., dances in the 
Zumba class at the same YMCA.

To Exercise Or Not When 
Facing A Financial Crisis

While some step it up a notch 
during times of crisis, others slow 
down or quit exercising. Athens, Ga., 
psychologist J. Kip Matthews says 
some who might feel depressed about 
the sinking economy may lose their 
motivation to work out or find it less 
enjoyable. At the same time, they 
might turn to other vices such as 
overeating or drinking.

Whether someone turns to exercise 
or the TV or booze is often shaped by 
the behaviors of friends and family, as 
well as what the person observed in 
his or her parents’ behavior growing 
up, he notes.

Matthews suggests people take a 
long-term approach to fitness. Con-
sidered one of the healthiest ways to 

curb stress levels, exercise releases 
feel-good brain chemicals called neu-
rotransmitters, which can function 
like antidepressants, he says. He adds 
people need to also remember that 
exercise provides many long-term 
health benefits, so when — and if — 
the economy improves, you will still 
be able to reap the benefits of your 
fitness regimen.  ■

7 Tips For Starting — 
And Maintaining — 
An Exercise Program

Psychologist J. Kip Matthews sug-
gests:

1. Find a physical activity that you 
truly enjoy. It is easier to stay moti-
vated if you’re having fun.

2. Set goals for your exercise. These 
goals should be specific, measurable, 

attainable, realistic, and have a timeline.
3. Recruit an exercise buddy. A 

buddy can help hold you accountable 
to your goals and provide support.

4. Keep an exercise log. Not only 
does a log provide you with continu-
ous feedback about progress toward 
your goals, but it can also reinforce 
your efforts.

5. Stay with it. Establishing a new 
habit typically takes two to three 
weeks. If you miss one day, don’t see 
it as failure.

6. Give yourself permission to be a 
little selfish. It’s OK to be selfish when 
it comes to your personal health and 
making exercise a priority.

7. Realize making a change, even 
ones for the better, can be difficult. 
All changes, even positive ones, are 
stressful because we have to adapt to 
new challenges and opportunities.  ■



Dr. Michael Varveris, medical director 
of the Heart Attack Prevention Institute 
in Naples, has announced the availabil-
ity of the only FDA-cleared blood test to 

aid in assessing risk 
for coronary heart 
disease and ischemic 
stroke associated 
with atherosclerosis.

The simple blood 
test, called the PLAC 
Test, measures lev-
els of a novel risk 
factor, lipoprotein-
associated phospho-

lipase, or rupture-prone plaque in the 
blood stream. Rupture-prone plaque 
and major blood clots cause the vast 
majority of heart attacks. 

“Heart attack and stroke are the num-
ber one and three leading causes of 
death in the United States,” Dr. Varveris 
says. “Too often the first symptom of car-
diovascular disease is the cardiovascular 
event itself. The PLAC Test provides us 
with information we’ve never had before 
about a patient’s risk for coronary heart 
disease and ischemic stroke.”

Dr. Varveris says the PLAC Test is 
recommended for patients at moderate 
to high risk for heart attack or stroke.

Traditional risk factors fail to ade-
quately identify patients at risk for 
heart attack and stroke. Approximately 
50 percent of all coronary events strike 
people with low to moderate cholester-
ol levels, and about 20 percent occur in 

individuals with none of the four major 
risk factors (high cholesterol, high blood 
pressure, smoking or diabetes).

Rupture-prone plaque, or phospholi-
pase, is a cardiovascular-specific inflam-
matory enzyme that is a proven predic-
tor of heart disease and ischemic stroke 
risk. Independent of other risk factors, 
elevated levels of this placque indicate 
that a patient is at increased risk of suf-
fering a cardiovascular event. Patients 
with elevated levels of phospholipase 
and one or more risk factors for coronary 
heart disease have twice the risk of suf-
fering a heart attack or stroke than those 
without elevated levels of the placque. A 
low PLAC Test result reduces the likeli-
hood of a cardiovascular event.

In a study from the Mayo Clinic, 95 
percent of individuals who had levels 
below 200 ng/mL did not have either a 
heart attack or stroke over a four-year 
period, even though they had coronary 
artery disease.

The PLAC Test is available at the 
Heart Attack Prevention Institute and is 
covered by Medicare. Private insurers 
cover the test on a case-by-case basis.

Dr. Varveris is board-certified in the 
field of lipidology and focuses his prac-
tice on advances in diagnosis and treat-
ment of clinical “cholesterol” disorders 
and associated atherosclerotic cardio-
vascular disease.

For more information, call the Heart 
Attack Prevention Institute at 264-
4274. ■
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GALATRO  
DR.KATHLEEN  

Dr. Kathleen Galatro is pleased to  
announce the opening of her new office  

3435 PINE RIDGE ROAD, SUITE 102, NAPLES  

• Board Certified in Cardiology 

• Cardiovascular Imaging Specialist 

• State of the Art Diagnostic Lab 

Nuclear Medicine 
Echocardiography  
Stress Echocardiography  

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS  

Call (239)596-3278 to schedule  
an appointment or email her at   
ladyheartdoc@yahoo.com  

THE HEART  
DOCTOR WITH  
A HEART!  

12881 Metro Pkwy.  Fort Myers, FL 33966
www.alufab.com  Mon.-Fri. 9am - 5pm

SALE ENDS DECEMBER 31, 2008. ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 
FINANCING AVAILABLE – 12 MONTHS-SAME AS CASH WITH APPROVED CREDIT.

M I A M I - D A D E  A P P R O V E D

ACCORDION
SHUTTERS

(NOA # 07- 0125.04)

(Includes material, installation & sales tax –– permit fees add’l)

COLORS AVAILABLE:
WHITE, IVORY, BEIGE and BRONZE

LOWEST 
PRICE EVER!

$12.99 SQ. FT. ! ! !

$5.99 EACH ! ! !

NOW AT ALUFAB HURRICANE SHUTTERS

IMPACT-RESISTANT
PORT HOLES
FOR YOUR ACCORDION SHUTTERS

NEVER SEEN BEFORE!

Varveris

FDA-cleared blood test helps 
identify patients at risk 
for heart attack and stroke
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$1,000,000 
Inventory Reduction Sale!

starting at $35 Sq. Ft.

starting at $89 per door 

239-878-4994 www.patrickscabinets.com
227 SW  3rd Ave., Cape Coral, FL. 33991

10’ x 9’ Kitchen with Our 
Quality Wood Cabinetry

Starting at

$999

KITCHEN IN A 
WEEK PROGRAM

Purchase a New Beautiful Wood 
Kitchen with Granite 

Countertops Delivered and 
Installed in 7 Days Complete.

Some restrictions may apply.

10’ x 9’ Kitchen with Our 
Finest High Quality Cabinetry 

All Wood Construction and 
Granite Counter tops with FREE 
Stainless Under mounted Sink

$4526

A redesigned Web site makes it easier 
for the public to learn about the Con-
servancy of Southwest Florida’s mission 
and important regional environmental 
issues. The site, www.conservancy.org, 
features a new layout, changing content, 
an events calendar, new online registra-
tion for some events and opportunities 
to sign-up for e-communications.

Through the new Web site, citizens 
can visit the Legislative Action Center 
to contact key decision makers and 
voice their opinion on environmental 
issues affecting Southwest Florida. This 
important new e-advocacy tool allows 
visitors to review messages about cur-
rent issues and sign up for e-mail alerts 
on issues so they can take immediate 
action.

“We are confident that this new tech-
nology will make it easier to engage 

supporters in our mission and mobilize 
them at a grassroots level by connecting 
them to policy makers,” said Andrew 
McElwaine, Conservancy president and 
CEO. “We also hope to reach and recruit 
new supporters.”

Support for the development of the 
new site came from the Miami-based 
Elizabeth Ordway Dunn Foundation and 
the Aveda Corporation, a Minnesota-
based manufacturer of plant-based hair- 
and skin-care products.

The Conservancy of Southwest Flori-
da began in 1964 when community lead-
ers came together to defeat a proposed 
“Road to Nowhere” and spearheaded 
the acquisition and protection of Rook-
ery Bay. Partnering with like-minded 
organizations, the Conservancy works 
to manage growth and protect area 
waters, land and wildlife. For informa-
tion about membership, call 262-0304 or 
visit www.conservancy.org. ■

The Conservancy of Southwest Flori-
da is accepting reservations for its 2009 
Speakers Series. The four-part series 
presented by Bank of America com-
bines “eco-entertainment” and learning 
in evenings of insight and discussion 
regarding issues and treasures of South-
west Florida’s natural environment.

➤ Thursday, Feb. 12: “In Search of 
the Ivory-billed Woodpecker” — Dr. 
Jerry Jackson of Florida Gulf Coast Uni-
versity has studied wood-
peckers for more than 
35 years and has had a 
special focus on the rare 
or possibly extinct ivory-
billed woodpecker. As a 
renowned author, speak-
er, radio host, researcher 
and professor, Dr. Jack-
son relives the intrigue 
of the elusive endangered 
species, its alleged dra-
matic rediscovery, the 
fascinating evidence and 
the ongoing search.

➤ Wednesday, Feb. 
25: “Alien Invaders” 
— Troy Frensely, Conser-
vancy education manager, 
will discuss non-native 
plants, insects, mammals, reptiles, fish, 
amphibians and birds that now call 
Florida home — and the threats they 
pose to their native neighbors. 

➤ Wednesday, March 18: “Pan-
thers in Peril” — Conservancy biolo-
gist David Shindle will discuss why only 
80-100 of these elusive creatures remain 

and will share one-of-a-
kind photos from field 
research in Southwest 
Florida’s panther terri-
tory. Tracking equipment 
from Florida Panther 
National Wildlife Refuge 
will also be part of the 
evening’s exhibit.

➤ Wednesday, April 
8: “The World of Mar-
jory Stoneman Doug-
las —Author and actress 
Janina Birtolo brings to 
life the legendary author 
of “The Everglades, River 
of Grass” and her quest to 
protect the Everglades. 

The lectures all take 
place from 6 to 7 p.m. at the Conser-
vancy, 1450 Merrihue Drive in Naples. 
Attendance is open to members, and 
memberships are $35. To join and to reg-
ister for one or all of the lectures, visit 
www.conservancy.org. Online registra-
tion is required as seating is limited. For 
more information, call 403-4207. ■

Conservancy launches 
redesigned Web site

Sign up now for seat
at Conservancy lectures

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

“Alien Invaders”

Dr. Jerry Jackson

Step inside our doors and 
be transforted to a quaint 
Italian village, where ev-

erything you need is right 
at your fi ngertips. From 

Tuscan-style architecture, 
to rich Mediterranean 

design, the lifestyle you’ve 
been waiting for is wait-
ing for you, at Tuscany 

Villa of Naples.

Our brand new apart-
ments, feature hardwood 
fl oors, lush carpets, with 
solid surface countertops 

and decorative back-
splash tile, crown mold-
ing, plantation shutters, 

and more!

Discover Luxury 
Resort-Style 

Assisted Living

8901 Tamiami Trail East 
Naples, FL 34113

www.5sqc.com
Assisted Living Facility #5522

239-775-2233
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Pets of the Week

To adopt a pet
There are many pets awaiting adoption at the Col-

lier County Domestic Animal Shelter, 7610 Davis Blvd. 
Adoption fees are $65 for cats and $80 for dogs; the 
shelter also regularly has rabbits, ferrets, gerbils and 
guinea pigs. 

Visit www.colliergov.net/pets to see available pets. The 
shelter is open 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday; 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday; 
and 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Saturday. Call 252-7387.

>>Tilly
has white, black 
and tan tiger mark-
ings. She’s about 2 
years old and loves 
attention.

>>Simba
is an orange and 
white kitten with mid-
length fur, a playful 
disposition and an 
insatiable curiosity.

>>Frosty
is a neutered male 
cat, part seal-point 
Siamese and about 4 
years old. Loving and 
playful, he’d make a 
great pet for any home.

>>Jade
is a pit bull mix. 
About 10 months 
old, she’s playful 
and extremely 
active. 

>>Shadow
appears to be a 
German shepherd 
and husky mix. At 2 
years old, she loves 
playing games.

>>Milo
is a neutered pug 
mix, about 2 years 
old. He especially 
likes to run around 
outside.

In these tough times, keeping a pet 
healthy often means taking a good look 
and a sharp pencil to every aspect of pet 

care to make sure you’re getting the biggest 
bang for your buck.   

If you’re doing that now, you should 
know that you can save money on your pet’s 
prescription medications in ways that many 
people don’t even know exist. The place to 
start: With a respectful and open discussion 
with your pet’s veterinarian.

Dr. Patty Khuly, a Miami veterinarian, 
pet-care columnist and the author of the 
top veterinary blog Dolittler (Dolittler.com), 
says veterinarians should be open to helping 
clients save money on medications — and 
that more are, all the time. 

“Our job as veterinarians is to help people 
get their pets the care they need,” she says. 
“What I’m seeing in practice now is that 
people need to make cuts so they can afford 
basic and emergency veterinary care. One 
way I can help make that possible as a vet-
erinarian is to offer options when it comes 
to prescription medications. People can then 
weigh those options and make an informed 
decision.”

There are benefits to buying medica-
tions from your veterinarian, notes Khuly. 
Convenience is one factor, and being able 
to start treatment immediately is another. 
There’s also a risk with some sources that 
the medication you may buy isn’t what you 
think you’re getting — which is one reason 
why your veterinarian’s help is so vital. 

Khuly’s tips include: 

PET TALES
BY GINA SPADAFORI_________________
Universal Press Syndicate

Cutting Rx costs
• Take the prescription to go. 

Talk to your veterinarian about get-
ting a better price elsewhere. Your 
veterinarian may have a reason for 
wanting you to buy from the prac-
tice, and you should listen to and 
consider those reasons. It’s also not 
unreasonable to ask for price match, 
which will save you both money 
and time. But if you can get a bet-
ter deal on some medications else-
where, your veterinarian shouldn’t mind 
your taking a prescription away with you if 
it doesn’t risk your pet’s health to do so. 

• Go for the generics. The same medica-
tions are often prescribed for people and 
pets both. Instead of getting a name-brand 
medication, ask your veterinarian if there’s a 
generic equivalent.  

• Look for prescription savings clubs. 
For a low annual fee, some pharmacies and 
associations will grant you access to huge 
discounts on hundreds of different generic 
drugs and on name-brand medications as 
well. Pets often count as family where these 
plans are concerned, so don’t be shy about 
asking and signing them up. 

• Online pharmacies. Shopping online 
can save money on the animals-only med-
ications you can’t buy from a “human” 
pharmacy. But there is a big caveat, says 
Khuly: The U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration warns against doing business 
with online merchants that don’t ask for a 
prescription. These may be offshore out-
fits selling expired, unapproved or even 
counterfeit drugs. (For more on the FDA’s 
advice in dealing with online pet phar-
macies, see www.fda.gov/fdac/features

/2006/606_pets.html.) Stick to reputable 
companies that will work with you and your 
veterinarian, and you’ll likely be fine. 

• Buy in bulk. For pets with chronic ill-
ness who need to be on medication for a 
long while or for life, ask about buying 60- or 
90-day supplies.

Larger buys of common generic medica-
tions can save you enough money to make 
asking about it well worth your time. 

• Ask your veterinarian to prescribe 
medications in larger doses and then 
split them. Many pills are already scored to 
make splitting easier, and the pill-splitting 
gadgets found in any pharmacy make it 
easier still. Splitting larger doses is often less 
expensive than giving single pills of smaller 
doses — but the splitting needs to be accu-
rate for safety. 

Some of these strategies are no-risk no-
brainers, while others (such as splitting doses) 
are really not to be undertaken without your 
veterinarian’s assistance and oversight. 

And that’s really the point, says Khuly.
Working with your veterinarian is essen-

tial to making sure your pet stays healthy, 
even as we all work to weather the rough 
economy.  ■
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HOLISTIC  HEALTH  NOTEBOOK

www.happyfeet.com

 (Across from Bass Pro Shops, next to Bar Louie and Border Books

The MBT Superstore

$90 off

To bring you current, I fell over 
a dog gate a few weeks ago and 
landed on my knee. Twice. My 

knee swelled up, and while it didn’t 
really hurt and I could walk without dif-
ficulty, the doctor said I needed to stay 
off of it. So I tried crutches, unsuccess-
fully.  That brings me to the most recent 
developments.  

Since I could not use 
crutches, I rented a wheel-
chair.  You can have fun 
in a wheelchair — if you 
don’t have to be in one.  
And I had some fun.  My 
dog Charley, whose gate 
started this whole thing, 
could not understand 
why I was so slow when 
I took him for a walk. 
He kept looking back me, 
saying (in his eyes), 
“Step it up, gramma!”  
I tried getting him to 
pull me  but since he 
is a mini-dachshund, 
weighing no more 
than 11 pounds, that 
didn’t work. I have 
never realized how 
many inclines there 
are in this world. Even 

the slightest elevation dragged me to a 
slow stop.

The ramp in front of my store was, 
the first time, a thrill.  I paused at 
the top of the ramp, and then pushed 
vigorously to get started. My chair 
and I  reached the bottom of the ramp 
going no less than 25 mph.  The wind 
was whipping my hair. The trees were 
flying by. I laughed with exhilara-
tion —until I looked up and saw my 
car, dead ahead, just 15 feet away, 
approaching rapidly.  Gravity had not 
yet started slowing me down. I real-

ized with panic that the 
braking system was 
inadequate.

My sneakers burned 
rubber in an attempt 
to avoid impact. At 
the last moment, 
I lifted my good 
leg and closed my 
eyes.  Fortunately, 
there is a narrow 
grassy strip at the 
edge of the park-

ing lot, just before 
the car, and it 
slammed me to a 
halt, nearly fling-
ing me out of the 
chair. 

The good news 
is, the natural (and 
OTC) anti-inflam-
matories are start-
ing to work. I am 

carolSIMONTACCHI
csimontacchi@earthlink.net

The continuing saga of a banged up knee
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staying off my legs as much as possible. 
I have eliminated as many dietary pro-
inflammatories as possible (with the 
exception of some delicious, offending 
foods at Thanksgiving). The swelling 
is going down.  I have no idea what I 
will tell the doctor when I see him this 
week.  The only solution I can imagine 

is a three-month vacation, being waited 
on hand and foot, leg resting comfort-
ably on a silken pillow. Vacations are 
very healthy, aren’t they?  ■

— Carol is a certified lifestyle educator 
at the offices of Dr. Alan Gruning in Fort 
Myers.

Gay and Lesbian Chorus
will ‘Light the Lights!’

Festive boats will ply Naples Bay

The SWFL Gay and Lesbian Chorus 
presents its annual holiday concert, 
“Light the Lights!” at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 13, at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Naples, 6340 Napa Woods 
Way. Under the artistic direction of 
Kevin Halesworth, the chorus will per-
form songs of long tradition as well as 
new tunes destined to become holiday 
favorites. Admission is $18 for adults, 

and free for children 
12 and younger. Stu-
dents with a current 
school ID are entitled 
to admission for $10. 
For more information, 
call 691-2532, visit 
www.gaychorus.org 
or e-mail swflgaycho-
rus@aol.com. ■

The Christmas Boat Parade spon-
sored by the Marine Industries Asso-
ciation of Collier County Foundation 
gets underway at 6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
13. The public can watch from Naples 
City Dock as holiday-clad vessels ply 

the waters of Naples Bay. Bayview 
Park, Cove Inn, The Boat House Res-
taurant, Pincher’s Crab Shack, The 
Dock Restaurant and Riverwalk Res-
taurant are also great spots to watch 
the parade. ■
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239-261-0346
Two showrooms: Naples & Marco Island 

LIC# CGC043338

 Enter to win: Submit your ugliest kitchen photo to www.intercoastalremodeling.com or fax to 239-261-8523

Winner 
GE “GO GREEN” appliance package

& stainless steel refrigerator )

THE UGLIEST KITCHEN CONTEST

My ugly kitchen!

Grand  Prize  
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R x
rx@floridaweekly.com

This pirate I am is factotum, gen-
eral servant of diverse respon-
sibility and action.  But of the 

many tasks needed to keep our vessel 
afloat, the fact is that the most essential 
is that of story telling.  

What value do you place upon my 
story telling?  I am sure, since you are 
still reading, that my story telling has 
some intrinsic value for you.  But is the 
value of the hue one relatively light or 
shamefully dark?  What is your funda-
mental assumption?

The true is most often associated 
with the light as in bright, visible.  And 
with the heavy, as in weighty and firm.  
Our words “true” and “tree” have the 
same Old English root that means the 
firmness of wood, the deeply rooted.  So 
the truth is solid and clear and visible.  
The truth is locatable and verifiable.  
Truth is graspable.  We say the truth is 
real, and our word “real” comes from 
the Latin res, which means “thing.”  So, 
like real things, truth is real and really 
concrete.

And the true is valued, taken to be of 
worth, of strength, of purpose.  We trust 
in this.

But trust always involves risk.  If 

MUSINGS

there were no risk, trust would not be 
necessary.  Our trusting means that 
we are inclined, at least in a particular 
moment, to expect the best from that 
which is trusted.  What is the best that 
can be expected from the truth?

Our trust in the true is based upon the 
presentation of facts.  The word “fact” 
originally indicated action, and in the 
earliest etymology these actions bore 
the connotation of evil deeds.  Like our 
expression “fact of life,” harsh circum-
stances of which we must bear the brunt 
and sorrow are intimated.  It is what it 
is:  Grin and bear it.

Or grin and bare it:  My story today 
is that of the Lady Godiva.  In doing my 
obligatory fact check, I find that Lady 
Godiva was a noblewoman, equestrian, 
art patron, tax protester, wife of  Leofric 
III, Earl of Mercia.  They lived in the 
11th century in Coventry.  They were 
both Christian, and founded an abbey.  
Lady Godiva was particularly devoted 
to Mary, the pure mother of God.  She 
wanted to emulate the purity of her 
model.  She also wanted to commis-
sion a portrait of herself in order to 
stimulate interest in the arts in the 
people.  

She came to realize that the people 
were not interested in the art scene 
because they had to spend all their 
time working just to eat and pay their 
taxes.  Her husband was the person 
responsible for the high taxation of 

Lady, Go Dive (Ah!)

— Rx is the FloridaWeekly muse who 
hopes to inspire profound mutiny in all 
those who care to read. Our Rx may be 
wearing a pirate cloak of invisibility, but 
emanating from within this shadow is 
hope that readers will feel free to respond. 
Who knows: You may even inspire the 
muse. Make contact if you dare.

tion to help her beloved people was 
more true, more fact, than the lessons 
on the sexual facts of life that might be 
impurely gathered in the sight of her 
merely physical nakedness.  

So we can imagine her, tall and lovely 
astride her horse, covered in her long 
hair and shameless.

And pirate that I am, like her, I can 
do a dance with facts as well.  I can turn 
the street before her into liquid that 
pulls her under.  Lady, go dive!  And ah, 
she goes into the spin she created of 
her own value and of her own reality.  I 
dream with her that she set herself free 
to create not only her self-portrait but 
also new lives of some added flexibil-

ity for her people.  She does 
this by becoming boundless, 
water mixing with water, rid-

ing as waves that mix hair and 
breast and beast and vision.  
This ever-changing fluid Godi-

va takes risk and in so doing 
brings us the best we can expect 

from the truth.  With unasham-
edly factoid musings, dark and light 

with the unbearable lightness of Kun-
dera’s being, this pirate becomes the 
ungraspable truer than true.  Ah, we 
are the firmness of no ground and 

factotum of piracy.  ■
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everything, including manure.  So Lady 
Godiva begged Leofric to lower the 
taxes so that the people would not be so 
burdened by struggle merely to obtain 
the necessities of life.

Leofric was loathe to give up the 
gains he received from his taxation.  So 
he proposed what he felt was a deal that 
would guarantee the continuation of his 
extreme taxation and the benefits that 
brought him.  Knowing his Lady’s mod-
esty and devotion to the purest woman 
Mary, he felt that his suggesting that 
Godiva ride through the town square 
stark naked in the middle of the day, in 
exchange for a decrease in the taxes, 
would be impossible for her.

But little did Leofric realize that 
the Lady Godiva was a pirate.  
She was able to tell her 
own story.  For her, the 
purity of her inten-



SEMINARS IN NAPLES:
Seminar & Trunk Show: The Anita Ford Collection Thursday, December 11
Seminar at 11:00am and Trunk Show from 12:00pm to 5:00pm  
Friday, December 12 – Trunk Show from 11:00am to 3:00pm
Welcome clothing designer Anita Ford for a special seminar and two-day trunk show.

Art in the Atrium: Rosenbaum Fine Art Saturday and Sunday, December 13 and 14
Join the design experts at Robb & Stucky Interiors for a showcase of over 500 beautiful
pieces of artwork from Rosenbaum Fine Art. 

Home for the Holidays Tuesday, December 16 at 10:30am and 2:30pm
The Robb & Stucky Design Team invites you to be inspired by our holiday tabletops.

Define Your Style: It's All About You! Thursday, January 15 at 11:00am
Understand what elements make up distinct design styles. Learn the design terms which 
can help you express your style while working with your design professional to create 
your ideal decor.
RSVP 239-261-3969, ext. 7000. Reservations are required.
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Showroom Hours · Mon thru Sat 10am-6pm · Sun Noon-5pm · Or by Special Appointment.

Low Price Guarantee · Financing Available · Professional Interior Design · Worldwide Shipping · www.RobbStucky.com

Six months same as cash with
your Robb & Stucky card.
See store for complete details.

Naples · Interiors Naples · Robb & Stucky Patio Bonita Springs · Interiors Bonita · Casual Living · Outdoor
2777 Tamiami Trail North 2840 Tamiami Trail North 3181 North Bay Village Court 26501 South Tamiami Trail
(239) 261-3969 (239) 434-0805 (239) 949-3001 (239) 390-2222

ALL BOUTIQUE ITEMS* INCLUDING HOLIDAY ITEMS 
AND BOUTIQUE SPECIAL ORDERS!

*Excludes Lalique. Offer cannot be combined with any other discounts.

20%Off 

Great Gift Sale!

SEMINARS IN BONITA SPRINGS:
Artwork: Floored & Framed Thursday, December 11 from 1:00pm to 6:00pm
Join the experts at Robb & Stucky Interiors for a showcase of beautiful artwork for floors
and walls. 

Sounds of the Season – A Holiday Concert Friday, December 12 at 11:00am
Join Robb & Stucky in celebrating the holiday season with a performance by the Three
Oaks Middle School Chamber Choir and Orchestra, directed by Mr. Jim Knecht. The only
three-part a cappella ensemble in Lee County, the chamber choir will be accompanied by
the chamber orchestra in performing their renditions of the traditional holiday classics.
Please remember to bring a new, unwrapped toy to the showroom to help make the
holidays brighter for area children. Collections will be accepted through December 15. 

Home for the Holidays
Wednesday, December 17 at 10:30am and 2:30pm
The Robb & Stucky Design Team invites you to be inspired by our holiday tabletops. 

RSVP 239-949-3001, ext. 8000. Reservations are required.



PK Studios housewarming  
And other business celebrations
around town. B8 & 9 

Catching up with John Fish  
Former Daily News publisher is 
counting his blessings. B2 

BUSINESS & REAL ESTATE
N A P L E S  F L O R I D A  W E E K L Y

A GUIDE TO THE NAPLES BUSINESS INDUSTRY

B
SECTION
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WEEK 
at-a-glance

Coming soon
The Montelena by BCB Homes is under 
way in Mediterra. B11 

When budgets are tight, finding 
a few quarters and dimes under the 
couch cushions can feel like winning 
the lottery. While that change might 
buy you something off the dollar menu 
at McDonald’s, its satisfaction is far 
from long lasting. Getting rid of things 
from your closets and the garage, how-
ever, can mean substantial cash.

That’s why, during an economic 
downturn, consignment shops and 
pawn brokers are busting at the seams 
with inventory and are some of the few 
businesses turning a profit.

At Hazel’s Closet in Greentree Plaza, 
sales are up almost 65 percent over 

2007. “Business has boomed,” says 
owner Kelly Wood. After just two 
years in business, Ms. Wood recently 
expanded her ladies consignment shop 

from 1,000 square feet to 2,000 square 
feet. Yet she still turns away 10 would-
be consigners every day.

This year has brought out a lot of 
first-timers, both consigners and buy-
ing customers, Ms. Wood says. While 
the consigners are looking to make 
a few dollars off their wardrobe, the 
buyers frequenting Hazel’s Closet are 
there to save a few dollars. With racks 
of merchandise sporting brand-name 
retailers and designers from Armani 
and Banana Republic to Chico’s and 
Talbots, shoppers can outfit themselves 
in quality clothes, handbags, shoes and 
accessories without spending top dol-
lar.

“People have lived beyond their

Consignment, pawn shops boom
when the economy goes bust 

“People have lived beyond their means for a long time. Now they’re 
getting smart about shopping.” — Kelly Wood

SEE SHOP, B10 

First National Bank of the Gulf 
Coast (in organization), a independent 
community bank planning to open in 
Naples in January 2009, conducted its 
initial meeting of shareholders on Dec. 
4 at the Naples Beach Hotel & Golf 
Club. More than 250 shareholders in 
attendance elected directors, approved 
organizational matters and received a 
status report from management regard-
ing the bank.

First National Bank of the Gulf Coast 
will have its headquarters and main 

banking office at 3560 Kraft Road, just 
off Pine Ridge Road. A second office 
will open in March 2009 at 811 Anchor 
Rode Drive.

The bank is 
being organized 
by a local group 
led by Gary L. 
Tice, chairman 
and CEO, and Gar-
rett S. Richter, president. Both were 
involved in the founding of First 
National Bank of Naples, which grew 
into one of the state’s largest indepen-

dent banks before Fifth Third Bank 
acquired it in 2005.

“Our vision is to build the dominant 
community-based 
financial institu-
tion in Southwest 
Florida, commit-
ted to superior 
customer service, 
financial perfor-

mance, community and state involve-
ment, shareholder return and employee 
satisfaction,” Mr. Tice said.

To date, First National Bank of the 

Gulf Coast has sold more than 3.7 mil-
lion shares of common stock to more 
than 800 shareholders. The bank is 
continuing to accept subscriptions for 
additional shares. This initial public 
offering will be terminated either on 
March 12, 2009 or when the maximum 
subscription of 4.32 million shares are 
sold.

By an overwhelming majority, share-
holders elected the following board 
of directors (the directors have been 
divided into classes with terms spread 

First National Bank of the Gulf Coast shareholders meet, elect directors
SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

SEE BANK, B7 

ALYSIA SHIVERS_____________________
news@fl oridaweekly.com
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Kelly Wood, owner 
of Hazel’s Closet

A ranch mink coat 
is $2,250 at Rodeo

Shelves at First Pawn filled with 
electric drills and various tools

Tiffany & Co. silver bracelet and baby rattle 
at First Pawn
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Sunbelt Offi  ce Furniture

239-566-2857  www.ofdc-inc.com

Th e solution for all your 
healthcare environment needs

If you are concerned about current market conditions, you may be surprised to learn that you 
can invest in securities, known in the marketplace as “Principal Protection Notes”, that offer 
similar return potential as traditional investments, yet also provide principal protection against 
a market decline when held to maturity (subject to the credit risk of the issuer).

Unlike traditional fi xed income investments that pay predetermined periodic interest, the 
return on Principal Protection Notes is determined at maturity based on the performance of 
the underlying investment.

Principal Protection Notes can give you exposure to a wide variety of underlying investments 
or strategies, including benchmark indices, stocks, interest rates and even commodities or 
currencies.

To learn more about how these investments may be able to help you pursue your 
fi nancial objectives, contact

Dustin A. Smith, Vice President -Investments
Advisory & Brokerage Services
Corporate Stock Benenfi t Consultant
801 Laurel Oak Drive, Suite 500   Naples, FL 34108
239-254-7122
dustin.smith@ubs.com

www.ubs.com/fi nancialservicesinc

The returns on the Principal Protection Notes described herein are linked to the performance 
of the underlying instruments. Investing in Principal Protection Notes is not equivalent to 
investing directly in the underlying instruments. Principal Protection Notes are sold by 
prospectus only - investors should contact their fi nancial advisors for more information. 
Investing in Principal Protection Notes involves risks. Investors should carefully read the 
detailed explanation of risks, together with other information in the relevant offering materials.

The secondary market for Principal Protection Notes may be illiquid or a market may not 
develop at all. Investors should be willing to hold the Principal Protection Notes until maturity.

Neither UBS Financial Services Inc. nor its employees provide tax or legal advice.

T     he arc of John Fish’s newspaper 
career took a precipitous dip in July 
of last year with the announcement 

that he was resigning as publisher of the 
Naples Daily News after only three years in 
the job. The stated reason for the surprising 
departure was that Mr. Fish wished “to pur-
sue other professional opportunities.” 

Neither the newspaper nor Mr. Fish has 
seen fit to amplify on that boilerplate expla-
nation, leaving it to bloggers and media 
gossips to fill in the blanks with a variety of 
theories — some that are favorable to Mr. 
Fish and many that are not.

In general, the lines of attack on Mr. Fish 
portrayed him as a trendy, cost-cutting mar-
tinet who was obsessed with technological 
advancement at the expense of traditional 
newsgathering, while his supporters saw 
him as a forward-thinking manager who 
was laid low by a corporate maelstrom.

For his part, Mr. Fish kept his counsel and 
moved on, offering himself as a consultant 
to newspapers and businesses that seek to 
flourish in the age of the Internet. Tech-
nology had been his specialty at the Daily 
News and at other newspapers at which he 
had worked, and he had become something 
of a guru in that field. Even the Daily News, 
in announcing his leaving, noted that he 
had acquired “an international reputation 
for being an innovator in online news.” 

To his delight, Mr. Fish found a num-

ber of publications and businesses were 
eager for his services. And so, on March 5 
of this year, Mr. Fish, who is 50 years old, 
was in fine spirits as he drove along I-75, 
headed for the airport and a business trip to 
Philadelphia. Things seemed to be coming 
together again. But then the oddest thing 
happened: Mr. Fish’s body — his right side, 
to be precise — simply shut down.

“Yeah, it happened right there on I-75,” 
he recalls. “The right side of my body froze. 
I kept control of the car, but I had to slow 
down. It lasted for about 30 seconds and 
then I was ok. I thought it was a quirk.”

This strange sensation continued to 
come and go over the next few days. Finally, 
Mr. Fish’s wife, Juan, insisted on taking 
him to an emergency room. That was on 
a Wednesday evening. The “quirks” were 
actually seizures, doctors explained, and 
by Friday Mr. Fish was undergoing almost 
seven hours of surgery on his brain.

“It was a fairly large tumor,” Mr. Fish 
says. “But good news was that it was a slow-
growing tumor.”

Since the operation, he’s been treated 
with chemotherapy and radiation. Although 
the treatments are draining, he has remained 
strong and confident throughout, and the 
tumor has not increased in size. “I’ll have 
to say that I am very proud that I’ve been 
out of town six times on business since the 
operation,” he says.

While the prognosis is hopeful and 
“everything is looking good,” Mr. Fish read-
ily acknowledges that he faces a struggle. 

Yet he continues to be enthusiastic about 
his consulting work, which has landed him 
clients in places like Savannah, Philadel-
phia, Arkansas and his home state of North 
Carolina. “All the companies I work for 
have been very kind, and they know what 
I’m going through,” he says, adding he 
has reduced his work over the past few 
months.

He’s quick to note that not all of his 
clients are newspapers. “I work with non-

media companies as well, and the majority 
of the time I’m working with them in the 
area of Internet sales,” he explains.

As a consultant, he continues to preach 
that newspapers — his true love — must  
evolve or face extinction. “I don’t think 
most newspapers have any idea where 
they’re headed,” he says. “They just know 
it’s all up in the air. The new thinking 
requires that everyone at a newspaper shift 
their thinking about the Internet and other 
media.”

He offers for sale, to clients and non-
clients as well, a 600-page manual that he 
says outlines “where newspapers need to be 
five years from now.”

In addition to his consulting duties, Mr. 
Fish is a blogger (johnjfish.com), which 
allows him to post updates about his health 
and business affairs. Although he made his 
name on the business side of newspapers, 
he began as a reporter, and his blog reveals 
him to be a graceful writer of considerable 
wit and insight.

“I enjoy the writing; it’s a release,” he 
says.

Mr. Fish’s future is speculative on several 
levels. There are the health concerns and 
the business considerations, and it is uncer-
tain if he will remain in Naples for the long 
term. He and Juan hope to stay in Naples 
until the younger of their two daughters, 
who is a high school sophomore, graduates.

“I know it sounds cliché, but I swear it’s 
true. I count my blessings every single day. 
Every day. I’m a lucky man.” ■

BUSINESS PROFILE
Former newsman counts his blessings, every day

John Fish

BY BILL CORNWELL____________________
news@fl oridaweekly.com

COURTESY PHOTO



Naples Municipal Airport

www.flynaples.com

Aside from all the essential public services you count on, like your sheriff, EMS and mosquito 
control, your local airport also offers you access to private charters, air ambulance, sightsee-
ing, aerial photography , flight training, aviation merchandise, air cargo and more! Check out 

your friends and neighbors with airport-based businesses. 

Log onto www.flynaples.com today!

What can general aviation do for you?
More than you might think!
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James Myers is a new sales association 
with Downing-Frye Realty, Inc. Originally 
from Fort Wright, Ky., Mr. Meyers has three 
years of real estate experience in Florida. 
Prior to joining Downing-Frye, he worked 
for family companies in property manage-
ment and operations. A resident of Naples 
since 2005, he specializes in residential and 
commercial sales as well as commercial rent-
al properties. He is a member of the Florida 
and National Associations of Realtors and 
the real estate organization BEAR.

Jim Grapengeter was the sales leader 
and Mary Ann Cooper the listing leader in 
the Naples office of Downing-Frye Real-
ty, Inc., for the month of November. In the 
Bonita Springs office, Jesse McGreevy 
was sales leader and Max Lummis was the 
listing leader for November.

Gary Baird has joined The Moran 
Asset Management Group of Wachovia 
Securities as a financial consultant. In 
his new position, Mr. Baird will introduce 
financial advisors within the Wachovia 
enterprise throughout the Midwest to The 
Moran Asset Management Group. He will 
also support sales efforts by conducting 
product and service presentations and pro-
ducing client proposals. Mr. Baird earned 
his bachelor’s degree in business adminis-
tration from The Ohio State University and 
his M.B.A. from Xavier University. He has 
more than 17 years of experience including 
positions with National City Bank/NatCity 
Investments, Fifth Third Securities, Inc., 
and most recently as managing director 
for Champaign Investment Company in 
Columbus, Ohio. He holds numerous secu-
rities registrations, including Series 7, Series 
8, Series 24, Series 63 and Series 65.

Collier County Clerk of the Circuit 
Court Dwight E. Brock announces that 
for 22 consecutive years, the Finance and 
Accounting Department has received the 
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence 
in Financial Reporting from the Govern-
ment Finance Officers Association of the 
United States and Canada. The Certificate 
of Achievement is the highest form of 
recognition in the area of governmental 
accounting and financial reporting. The 
clerk’s office received the award for its 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 
for the year ending Sept. 30, 2007. The 
CAFR includes the financial statements for 
the Clerk of Courts, Tax Collector, Prop-
erty Appraiser, Supervisor of Elections, 
Sheriff’s Office and the Board of County 
Commissioners. ■

lier this year. Ms. Sakmar is in charge of 
implementing programs that have come to 
be associated with the Juniper Village name 
and will also oversee renovations that are 
planned as part of the change in ownership. 
She has more than 12 of experience in the 
industry, running communities and as a 
marketing director.

The Education Foundation of Collier 
County has received the highest rating, 
four stars, from Charity Navigator, an 
independent charity evaluator. The four-
star rating is achieved by only 25 percent 
of all evaluated charities, indicates that The 
Education Foundation is operating in the 
most fiscally responsible way. Co-chairs of 
the foundation are Todd Bradley and Sha-
ron Treiser; president is Susan McManus.

Gary Pickel has 
received the Outstand-
ing Leadership Award 
for the 2008 Collier 
Start! Heart Walk 
from the American 
Heart Association of 
Southwest Florida. 
Mr. Pickel is a past 
chair and long-time 

volunteer with the AHA. The Collier Start! 
Heart Walk, held in Cambier Park on Nov. 
1, raised more than $370,000 for vital heart 
and stroke research.

Dr. Lois Bolin, stra-
tegic advisor to Naples 
Cultural Landscape, a 
fund at the Commu-
nity Foundation of 
Collier County and 
Naples Backyard His-
tory, recently attended 
the 10th Annual Cul-
tural and Heritage 

Tourism Alliance Conference in Palm 
Beach County.

Scott Koenig, senior 
vice president and 
commercial lending 
team leader for Colo-
nial Bank in Lee and 
Collier counties, has 
received the National 
Silver Medallion from 
the Boys and Girls Club 
of America. The award 

was presented at the Boys and Girls Club of 
Lee County’s annual dinner and installation 
on Nov. 19. It recognizes Mr. Koenig for his 
“outstanding and extraordinary service to 
youth” through his involvement with the 
Boys and Girls Club. Mr. Koenig is complet-
ing his first year of a two-year term as presi-
dent of the board of directors of the Boys 
and Girls Club of Lee County.

Club in Palm Beach. Developers and build-
ers from several countries in Central and 
South America, as well as Europe and 
the Middle East attended the meeting to 
address global issues and to recognize out-
standing projects and professionals in the 
real estate industry. Spectrum Contracting, 
a state-certified general contractor offering 
diversified specialty services, took the top 
honors in the painting category.

Erin A. Sakmar has been named execu-
tive director for Juniper Village at Naples 
(formerly Encore Senior Living). Juniper 
Communities purchased the property ear-

Spectrum Contracting and owners 
Jim and Crissy Spadorcia were recog-
nized at the Developers and Builders 
Alliance  Community Advancement 
Awards ceremony at the Mar-a-Lago 

ON THE MOVE

sound advice.

Skinny black ties.
The black keys.

How e-marketing helped   
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BUSINESS MEETINGS
■  The Jewish Business Network 

of Southwest Florida holds its monthly 
Breakfast and Business from 7:30 to 9 
a.m. Friday, Dec. 12, in the Community 
Room at Robb & Stucky in Fort Myers. 
Bagels and lox will be served at 7:30 a.m.; 
the business meeting will begin at 8 a.m. 
Guest speaker Adam Sewall, president of 
T3Com, will discuss growing your busi-
ness with basic and advanced telecom 
services. Breakfast meetings are held on 
the second Friday of the month. Atten-
dance is free for JBN members and $10 
for non-members. RSVP by calling 433-
7708 or by e-mailing yourjbn@chabad-
swf.org.

■  The Naples, Marco Island, 
Everglades Convention and Visitors 
Bureau holds its next Advisory Roundtable 
meeting from 9 a.m. to noon Friday, Dec. 

12, at Hilton Marco Island Beach Resort.
RSVP to Kelly Green at kellygreen@

colliergov.net.

■  The American Business Women’s 
Association Neapolitan Chapter holds 
its holiday party at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 16, at the Naples Hilton. The meeting 
will include a program on “The Power of 
E-mail Marketing.” Reservations must be 
made by noon Thursday, Dec. 11. Regular 
meetings of the ABWA Neapolitan Chap-
ter take place on the fourth Tuesday of 
each month, beginning at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Hilton. The Woman of the Year Award 
will be presented at the Jan. 27 meeting.

Call 592-1875 or visit www.abwanea-
politan.org.

■  The Young Professionals of Naples 
and Chanel at Saks Fifth Avenue invite 

women-only to “Champagne at Chanel” 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 18, 
at Saks Fifth Avenue in Waterside Shops. 
Donations are encouraged for the Shel-
ter for Abused Women and Children. 
Chanel makeup artists will demonstrate 
techniques, and make-up gift bags will be 
given to those who attend. Hors d’oeuvres 
will be from Brio Restaurant.

■  The Southwest Florida Chapter 
of the Florida Public Relations Asso-
ciation presents PR University 2009: 
“Weathering the Storm.” a one-day semi-
nar for public relations professionals from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 9, at 
Hodges University in Fort Myers. Public 
relations professionals from throughout 
Florida will share their insights and inno-
vations about crisis management, surviv-
ing tough economic times and fool-proof-

ing your career in a series of dynamic, 
fast-paced presentations. Attendees will 
also hear from a lively keynote speaker 
and participate in a crisis-related tabletop 
exercise. To register or find more infor-
mation, visit www.fpraswfl.org.

■  Business Network International
holds its weekly meeting at 7:15 a.m. 
Thursdays at St. Katherine Greek Ortho-
dox Church, 7100 Airport-Pulling Road N., 
North Naples. For more information and 
to make a reservation, call 354-3224.

■  Goal Setters Business Network 
International holds its weekly break-
fast meeting at 8 a.m. Wednesdays
at Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church, 1225 
Piper Blvd. For information, call Lola 
Moore at 398-3006 or Kelly Salmons at 
597-0787.  ■

THE MOTLEY FOOL®

Educate, and educate early. That’s our 
stunningly simple solution to prevent the 
“next” global credit crisis, as we kick off the 
12th year of Foolanthropy, our annual philan-
thropic campaign.

Many Americans find themselves under a 
mountain of debt, with too much house, too lit-
tle savings and too superficial an understanding 
about money. That’s not surprising, since finan-
cial literacy isn’t a priority in our nation. Sixty-
two percent of school-age Americans respond-
ing to a 2006 Jump$tart personal finance survey 
received failing scores. Still, only seven of our 
50 states require high school students to take a 
personal finance course to graduate. 

The lack of a basic financial education 
means many Americans are ill-equipped to 
make sound long-term financial decisions. 
And when one group takes uneducated risks 
— like, say, subprime borrowers wanting 
cheap credit to buy real estate — it can direct-
ly and substantially affect the rest of us.

In our charity drive this year we’re sup-
porting DonorsChoose.org, a dynamic non-
profit organization that funds specific proj-

Financial Literacy

What Is This Thing Called 
The Motley Fool?

Remember Shakespeare? 
Remember “As You Like It”? 
In Elizabethan days, Fools were the 

only people who could get away with 
telling the truth to the King or Queen.

The Motley Fool tells the truth 
about investing, and hopes you’ll 
laugh all the way to the bank.

Splitting Bases
Q           If my stock splits 2-for-1, how 

do I figure my cost basis?
—  J.C., Lake City, Fla.

A It’s probably easier than you 
think. Your basis splits 2-for-1, 

along with the stock. Imagine that 
you bought 100 shares of Buzzy’s 
Broccoli Beer (ticker: BRRRP) for 
$50 each, paying a $12 commission. 
Your cost basis is $5,012 or $50.12 per 
share. After the split, you have 200 
shares, and your basis is still $5,012, 
or $25.06 per share. Always add the 
purchase commission to your cost 
basis and subtract the sales commis-
sion from your proceeds you’ll save 
a few tax dollars that way.

If you’re paying a lot more
than $12 or $15 per trade in commis-
sions, you might want to find a less 
expensive brokerage. Learn more 
about brokerages at www.broker.
fool.com and www.sec.gov/answers/
openaccount.htm.

Q What’s deflation?
— P.T., Kenosha, Wis.

A It’s the opposite of inflation, and 
it happens when price levels fall 

over time, typically during a reces-
sion. It’s frequently accompanied by 
rising unemployment and decreased 
production. So you get the idea — 
although the idea of lower prices 
may sound good, deflation isn’t usu-
ally welcome. Prices may be lower, 
but that’s mainly due to supply out-
stripping demand, as many people 
(and businesses) can’t afford various 
items or are putting off buying them.

Experts today are divided on 
whether the U.S. is facing the threat
of deflation, but many agree that there 
are measures that can be taken to 
combat it. The Fed, for example, can 
lower interest rates, as it has recently 
done. Those worried about deflation 
might brace for a possible pullback in 
stocks and might look to lock in some 
yields with government bonds.  ■

––––––––––––––––––––––

Got a question for the Fool? 
Send it in — see Write to Us.

Ask the Fool

Fool’s School My Dumbest Investment
To Educate, Amuse & Enrich

ects in public schools. Teachers from across 
the United States post project proposals, and 
“citizen philanthropists” (like you!) choose to 
fund the projects that appeal to them.

The partnership between DonorsChoose.
org and The Motley Fool will specifically 
fund projects dedicated to financial and eco-
nomic education. The teachers are already on 
board; they simply need the tools.

Through Jan. 20, 2009, The Motley Fool 
community at large will rally to make a dif-
ference in public schools and to eradicate 
financial illiteracy. In addition to money 
raised from our community, the Fool will be 
donating $10,000 toward the cause, and we’ll 
also continue our annual “My 2 Cents” cam-
paign, adding 2 cents for every single mes-
sage posted on any of our discussion boards 
(at http://boards.fool.com), as well as for 
every single CAPS pitch (at http://caps.fool.
com), during the month of December.

Help us raise money by posting comments 
on our discussion boards, by making a CAPS 
pitch during the month of December or by 
donating money — whatever the sum.

Learn much more at www.foolanthropy.
com.  ■

I purchased shares of a penny stock and 
then sold them on my wife’s request. Lesson 
learned: Let your wife make her own invest-
ment decisions. I bought shares at 58 cents 
and 72 cents each. The current price? $1.44. 
I’ll probably get back into this company, 
even though the price is higher.

— J.T., online

The Fool Responds: The stock is back 
around 80 cents now, having been as low as 
44 cents and as high as $3.77 during the year. 
This is penny stock territory, where lots of 
tiny, unproven companies trade. It’s often 
rather difficult to find sufficient information 
on them. Worse, they tend to be very vola-
tile and easily manipulated, leading inves-
tors to get excited and pile on when a penny 
stock is rising, and then wiped out when it 
rapidly falls. Your wife’s advice was sound: 
Consider steering clear of penny stocks. 
There are lots of bigger, more established 
companies trading at attractive prices — 
especially these days. Try our Motley Fool 
Stock Advisor newsletter free for 30 days, 
and you’ll be able to get access to all past 
issues and lots of recommendations.  ■

The Motley Fool Take

Sure, Disney (NYSE: DIS) shares have 
fallen by 35 percent since May. And its 
recent quarterly earnings report was 
mixed, with earnings up just a little, after 
adjustments. But lamentations in the media 
have been overblown.

Disney’s parks and resorts division post-
ed a 7 percent increase in revenue. Operat-
ing income did drop 4 percent, but that’s 
due to higher labor and fuel costs (and fuel 
has since retreated dramatically).

Not everything is zip-a-dee-doo-dah-
riffic. However, where’s the love for the 
dependable ESPN and Disney Channel 
cable revenue, which is offsetting lower ad 
revenue at ABC? Where’s the applause for 

Why Is Everybody Picking on Disney?

  Name That Company
I trace my roots back to a 

British soapmaker in the 1890s. 
Today I’m a global food and hygiene 
leader. I’m the world’s largest ice 
cream maker, with U.S. brands that 
include Ben & Jerry’s and Breyers. 
Some of my 400 brands include 
Axe, Bertolli, Caress, Country 
Crock, Degree, Dove, Hellmann’s, 
Klondike, Knorr, Lipton, Popsicle, 
Promise, Q-Tips, Skippy, Slim-
Fast, Suave, Sunsilk and Vaseline. 

Last week’s trivia answer
I’m a large media and education company, 

founded in 1877. Along with the flagship 
newspaper that bears my name, my proper-
ties include Newsweek magazine, Slate.com, 
BudgetTravel.com, Sprig.com, CourseAdvi-
sor, television stations in Detroit, Houston, 
Miami, Orlando, San Antonio and Jackson-
ville, and the Cable ONE cable television sys-
tem. I also own Kaplan, which helps students 
prepare for a variety of standardized tests, 
among other educational and career services. 
(Kaplan alone raked in more than $2 billion 
in 2007.) There’s a popular John Philip Sousa 
march named after me, and Richard Nixon 
didn’t particularly like me. Who am I?  ■
( Answer: The Washington Post Co. )

Around the world, some-
one chooses one of my 
products 160 million times 

a day. I raked in almost $10 
billion in sales in 2007 and 

employ nearly 180,000 people 
in 100 countries. Who am I?  ■

Know the answer? Send it to us 
with Foolish Trivia on the top and 

you’ll be entered into a drawing for a 
nifty prize! 

the popularity of the consumer-product 
division’s “Hannah Montana” and “High 
School Musical” merchandise? 

These aren’t banner times in the media 
industry. News Corp. shares were slammed 
recently after the company lowered its 
expectations. CBS shares fell, too, even 
after the company reassured investors that 
it would keep its beefy dividend. Others, 
such as Time Warner and Viacom, are 
relying on steady cable properties, but are 
also feeling the sting of the fading adver-
tising market.

So hang in there, Mickey. Things aren’t 
great and won’t get any better in the near 
term, but shares seem to have been pun-
ished more than they deserved. Recession 
or worse, entertainment still matters.  ■

Do you have an embarrassing 
lesson learned the hard way? Boil 
it down to 100 words (or less) 
and send it to The  Motley Fool 

c/o My Dumbest Investment. Got one that 
worked? Submit to My Smartest Investment. 
If we print yours, you’ll win a Fool’s cap!

Write to Us! Send questions 
for Ask the Fool, Dumbest (or 
Smartest) Investments (up to 100 
words), and your Trivia entries 

to Fool@fool.com or via  regular mail c/o this 
newspaper, attn: The  Motley Fool. Sorry, we 
can’t provide individual financial advice.
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Beyond Investing
If your financial circumstances change with the tide, your success depends on more than just investing. It 
takes careful planning, keeping a close watch on your situation and adjusting your plan as new events occur 
in your life. Simply put, it takes the experience and comprehensive services of PNC Wealth Management. 

Our team of experts gives you access to the strength and resources of the PNC Financial Services Group, 
Inc., with over $66 billion* in assets under management. So you get the expertise of one of the nation’s 
largest diversified financial service organizations, combined with the comfort of personalized service, 
right here in Naples, with two convenient locations: 15465 Tamiami Trail North or 401 5th Ave South.

For financial solutions that reach beyond investing, please call:

Robert Saltarelli

Regional President

239-254-4200

TIB Financial Corp., the parent com-
pany of TIB Bank, the Bank of Venice 
and Naples Capital Advisors, Inc., has 
received approval from the State of Flori-
da Office of Financial Regulation and the 
FDIC to exercise trust powers.

“The ability to provide trust services, 
arguably the most intimate of all finan-
cial services, is a significant and natural 
extension of TIB’s private banking and 
investment management capabilities,” 
said Thomas J. Longe, chairman and 
CEO of TIB Financial Corp.

Earlier in the year TIB enhanced 
its efforts to serve the affluent market 
through the acquisition of Naples Capi-
tal Advisors and the hiring of a team of 
local, established private bankers. Naples 
Capital Advisors is headed by Michael 
H. Morris. In addition to leading Naples 
Capital Advisors, Mr. Morris is an execu-
tive vice president of TIB Bank and is 
responsible for trust and private banking 
services.

“Our TIB private bankers and trust 
officers will work closely with their 
Naples Capital Advisors colleagues to 
provide integrated and customized bank-

ing, investment management and trust 
services,” he said.

Mindi McClure, principal of The Bear 
Companies, an Arlington, Va.-based 
investment and merchant banking firm 
focused on the financial services and 
real estate industries, said, “It’s encour-
aging that TIB is investing in a new line 
of business at a time when other banks 
and financial institutions are retrench-
ing.”

TIB Financial Corp. has approximate-
ly $1.6 billion in total assets and 20 
full-service banking offices throughout 
the Florida Keys, Homestead, Naples, 
Bonita Springs, Fort Myers, Venice and 
Sebring. Naples Capital Advisors, Inc. 
has approximately $91 million of assets 
under advisement. ■

The Southwest Florida Chapter of 
the Florida Public Relations Association 
presents PR University 2009: “Weather-
ing the Storm,” a one-day seminar for 
public relations professionals, from 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 9, 2009, at 
Hodges University in Fort Myers.

Weathering the storm is not a seasonal 
occurrence for public relations profes-
sionals — in fact, it can be a way of life. 
At PR University 2009, public relations 
professionals from throughout Florida 
will share their insights and innovations 
about crisis management, surviving 
tough economic times and fool-proofing 
your career in a series of dynamic, fast-
paced presentations. Attendees will also 
hear a lively keynote speaker and partici-
pate in a crisis-related tabletop exercise.

Joe Hice, APR, associate vice presi-
dent of public relations for the Univer-
sity of Florida, will give the keynote 
address on “The Shock Heard ’round the 
World: A Viral Media Storm.” Other ses-
sions include:

➤ “Social Media at Your Fingertips,” 
presented by Chris Gent, vice president 

of corporate communications for the 
Kissimmee Utility Authority

➤ “Where Do I Go From Here?” a 
panel discussion with Kara Winton, 
APR, CPRC, account manager at Prior-
ity Marketing; Pam Nulman, APR, public 
information specialist for Edison State 
College; and Susan Johnson, general 
manager of the Broadway Palm Dinner 
Theatre.

➤ “Crafting the Right Message Can 
Change Blustery Weather Into a Spring 
Day!” presented by Sarah Owen, execu-
tive director, Community Cooperative 
Ministries, Inc.

➤ “Make an Investment in Yourself,” 
presented by Mary Briggs APR, CPRC, 
of Briggs & Rogers Marketing and Public 
Relations

➤ “Make it a Bold Year,” presented by 
Deborah Shane of Train with Shane

 ➤ “Be Smart like Storm Smart! Repu-
tation Management 101” presented by 
Trent Dunn, marketing director for 
Storm Smart

To register or find more information, 
visit www.fpraswfl.org. ■

TIB to provide trust servicesPR University 2009: Weathering the Storm

out over a period of time):
• Class I directors to serve until the 

2009 annual meeting of shareholders: 
C.C. Coghill, Robert T. Reichert, David 
Gomer, Joseph C. Smallwood Jr., Thom-
as G. Brewer, Paulette P. Kempfer and 
Daniel O. Patnode.

• Class II directors to serve until the 

2010 annual meeting of shareholders: 
Garrett S. Richter, James S. Lindsay, 
Donald W. Major, Robert T. Zellers, Jef-
frey D. Davis, Thomas F. O’Reilly and 
Robert M. Feerick. 

• Class III directors to serve until 
the 2011 annual meeting of sharehold-
ers: Gary L. Tice, Edward J. Mace, Edgar 
E. Davis, Brian E. Cobb, Calvin J. Pratt, 
Dr. Dulce V. Dudley and Timothy S. 
Weidle.

Shareholders also approved three 
proposals relating to the formation of 
First National Bank of the Gulf Coast: 

the organizational expenses of the bank; 
the Amended and Restated Articles of 
Association, Organization Certificate 
and all official acts of the Organizers, 
Organizing Directors and Officers; and 
the bank’s 2009 Stock Incentive Plan.

First National Bank of the Gulf Coast 
anticipates receiving final regulatory 
approvals from the Office of the Comp-
troller of the Currency and the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation within 
the next few weeks.

For more information, call 348-8000 
or visit www.fnbofgc.com ■

BANK
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Why Wear Someone Else’s Label 
When You Could Wear Your Own?

www.tomjames.com

Fine  Custom Clothing
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NETWORKING
Grand Opening for PK Studios’ New Building

Zonta Club of Naples Celebrates the Holidays

Dick Grant, Ray Pezeshkan and Jeffrey Curl

Jay Waltbillig, Bob Rude and James Knato

Edie O’Reilly and Stephanie Pezeshkan

Michaela Henning, Erik and Megan Young Lori Carpenter and Mary Ann Delaney

Michelle Baker and JudithDa Rocha

Lesley Cheek and Mary Bellofatto

Amy Atherton and Honey Gardiner

TAUNA SCHOTT / FLORIDA WEEKLY
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NETWORKING
Holiday Cheer at Class Act Boutique

Becky Lapidus and Randee Valera

Carole Framer, Sue Catalano and Carol Cosgrave

Ginny Lapidus and Dorothy Klinginsmith Ruth Ann Mullaney and Susan Reinfried

Betty Stevens, Ruth Ann Mullaney and Martie Ports

Elaine Gates and Carol Kester

TAUNA SCHOTT / FLORIDA WEEKLY

We provide comprehensive vein disease evaluation and treatment in a 
uniquely warm and comfortable outpatient environment with state-of-the-art
medical technology and superior technical expertise. We strive to exceed your
expectations in all aspects of your treatment experience.

1510 Royal Palm Square Blvd.,
Suite 101
Fort Myers, FL  33919

Joseph Magnant, MD, FACS
Board Certified Vascular Surgeon
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WWW.DOWNING-FRYE.COM  •  3411 TAMIAMI TRAIL NORTH • NAPLES, FL 34103
27180 BAY LANDING DRIVE SUITE 5 • BONITA SPRINGS, FL 34103

QUAIL
CREEK
#4456 Silver Fox Dr. 
Stunning views 
Huge lot! 1.5 acres 
Totally remodeled in 
the finest tradition!
$2,195,000

BRIDGEWAY 
VILLA
SOARING CEILINGS! 
GORGEOUS POOL! 
2/2 PLUS DEN!  
Fantastic location close to 
Waterside and the Phil!
$649,000

SAVOY
ON THE BEACH
#504 Renovated, 2/2. 
Huge Value! 
Boat dock 
included!
$769,000

ST. MAARTEN
#903
Incredible
sunsets.
New kitchen! 
Available turnkey 
furnished!
$699,000

ST. RAPHAEL
#1602 Lovely! Light & bright! 
$1,225,000
#602 Rarely available 
2/2. Perfect! 
$899,000
#1406 Gulf views, 3/3, 
$1,695,000

CLARIDGE
PH B  Totally 
renovated!
Stunning
upgrades!
Incredible Gulf 
and sunset views! 
$1,369,000

OPEN SUN 1-4

ST. KITTS
#1504 Designer 
remodeled, 3/2. 
Charming
& lovely! 
Under building 
parking!
$959,000

ST. KITTS
#1601 Panoramic 
Gulf views! Remodeled.
Ready for the season. 
Rare! 3/2.5/plus 
36 ft terrace! 
Over 2400 sq ft! 
$1,295,000

NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING!

ST. RAPHAEL
PH 18 Gorgeous 
3/3 with top 
of the world 
gulf views. 
Amazing! 3 garage 
spaces plus cabana!
$2,995,000

NEW LISTING!

OPEN SUN 1-4

OPEN SUN 1-4

ON THE BEACH

NEW LISTING!

QUAIL
CREEK
#4456 Silver Fox Dr. 
Stunning views 
Huge lot! 1.5 acres 
Totally remodeled in 
the finest tradition!

LAUREN FOWLKES #1 SALES A
2006, 2005, & 2004

AA
& 2004& 2& 22000404

ST.
LAURENT
#2004 Amazing 
panoramic Gulf and sunset 
views. Rarely avail. in perfect 
condition. Gorgeous! 3/2 
$1,375,000

www.NaplesLuxuryBeachfront.com • For Private Showings call 572-4334
NEW LISTING!

Larry Brammer 239-253-8820

BAYVIEW OLDE NAPLES
#20 3BR/2BA Updated unit.  Ready to move 
into.  Close to Beach, Shopping, 5th Ave 
and 3rd St.. All offers considered.  
Owner anxious! PENDING SALE
#5 1BR/1BA Furnished unit tastefully done.  
Updated 1st Floor end unit.  Close to everything.  
All offers considered.  Owner anxious!
#19 1BR/1BA, 2nd Floor end unit. Updated, Great 
location.  Call to see. Offered at $179,000

OPEN HOUSE Sat/Sun 1-4
660 East Lake Dr.

640 East Lake Dr.

Terry Warren 239-434-8049
terrywrn@comcast.net

660 East Lake Dr.
on Spring Lake in 
Olde Naples is just 
steps to Fifth Avenue 
shops, restaurants, beach 
and Cambier Park. 660 
has an “As is” house 
$1,499,000. 
VT ML# 208028293

The adjacent lot at 
640 East Lake Dr. is 
also available separately 
$1,399,000.  
VT ML# 208033914

An excellent opportunity 
to build a spacious home 
on both properties.

Ask about 
owner financing!

Call or email 
for full list of courses, 

membership plans, and costs

emememememememe aiaiaiiaiaiaaillllll 
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Prepare yourself with golf course 
and membership information 

before you waste time.

PrPree

Get
Golf Educated

Charles Elig, Realtor
239-591-0828
CharlesElig@comcast.net

www.NaplesBestGolfProperties.com

means for a long time,” Ms. Wood said. 
“Now they’re getting smart about shop-
ping.”

Savvy shoppers — and “droppers” — 
have long known about Rodeo Upscale 
Consignment, a matriarch of women’s 
resale clothing stores in Naples. When Pat 
Martin bought the shop in a plaza on Impe-
rial Golf Course Boulevard 14 years ago, it 
was already well established.

Ms. Martin says recent business has been 
brisk on both sides. October saw an increase 
in sales, but not necessarily a dramatic 
increase, she says, adding fall is tradition-
ally busy at Rodeo.

As for making an appointment to drop off 
clothing for resale, Ms. Martin is scheduling 
new customers in June and beyond. “Some 
women get upset and very abrupt when 
they learn that,” she says. “I wish I could 
take everything right now, but there’s room 
for only so much” in the 1,200-square-foot 
store. Many longtime “droppers” book dates 
with Ms. Martin a year at a time, much like 
some women do with hairstylists.

Sonja Tilley, owner of Audrey’s Attic 
on 10th Street North, reports an influx of 
new consigners at her shop. “They must be 
cleaning out their closets to help get along 
in this economy,” she says. The constant 
turnover in inventory keeps buying clien-
tele coming in, too.

“It’s like Christmas in here every day,” 
Ms. Tilley says about the two-story shop 
that has furniture and household collect-
ibles, jewelry and contemporary and vin-
tage clothes. And even though the economy 
is suffering, she adds, designer names like 
St. John, Escada and Versace are always big 
sellers at Audrey’s Attic.

A shift in clientele
Ken Egan, district manager at Capital 

Pawn, finds business these days to be a bal-
ancing act between buyers and sellers. More 
product coming in the door than going out 
means Mr. Egan has to be careful not to take 
in too much inventory. With eight locations 
throughout the southern half of Florida, 
however, including three in Naples, Capital 
Pawn has the ability to ship items to any of 
its stores in order to keep inventory at rea-
sonable levels.

Meanwhile, Eric Solomon, owner of First 
Pawn on Airport Road South, finds himself 
being a little more selective on items. Two 
items that he and Mr. Egan agree they have 
in abundance are gold jewelry and tools. 
With the escalating price of gold, it’s under-
standable that people are selling their pre-
cious pieces for cash. Hand and power tools, 

on the other hand, are flooding the shelves 
because of the slowdown in construction.

The benefit of a pawn shop is that the 
payout is instantaneous. And, except for 
jewelry, patrons can expect to receive as 
much as 30 percent of the item’s value in 
cash, Mr. Egan said.

Unique to this particular economy is 
the clientele frequenting pawn shops. At 
Capital Pawn and First Pawn, more middle- 
and upper-class customers, segments of the 
population these shops do not normally 
see, are bringing things in. Small-business 
owners who need to make payroll are com-
ing in monthly, and real estate brokers are 
regulars, too.

The shift in clientele also means these 
stores are buying better goods. “Traditionally 
we see average type goods and every now and 
then we get a ‘cherry’ piece,” Mr. Solomon 
says. “Today we are seeing a lot of both.”

On the flip side, customers coming into 
First Pawn to buy have tapered off substan-
tially. The hope is that sales will pick up as the 
holiday season progresses. “Those that want 
to buy the television or the diamond ring but 
can’t afford to spend $500 can pick up the 
same thing here for $150,” Mr. Egan says.

“Everybody loves a good deal,” Mr. Solo-
mon adds, “and there are values to be had in 
any secondary marketplace.”

The online alternative
At iSold It of Southwest Florida, store 

owner Dale Phillips is also seeing an 
increase in inventory, especially from hom-
eowners who are downsizing and business 
owners who are liquidating. He cites one 
customer who brought in 1,300 items from 
a store liquidation, and a homeowner who 
brought in 400 things. Mr. Phillips is even 
helping the YMCA liquidate the teddy bears 
it inherited when it purchased the Teddy 
Bear Museum.

Different from pawn and consignment 
shops, iSold It, with locations in Naples and 

Bonita Springs, places your items on eBay 
and, once the item sells, Mr. Phillips mails 
you a check.

While there is definitely more product 
these days, Mr. Phillips tries not to take 
items that will sell for less than $50. Of 
course, when dealing with eBay, there’s 
always the possibility that bidding will not 
exceed $50. “This is a service business,” he 
says. “People can (sell their things on eBay) 
themselves, but with our high rating and 
because we are a brick-and-mortar store, we 
typically get 30 percent higher for an item.”

On the flip side, however, he’s noticed 
a considerable slowdown in bidding, and 
those who are bidding are starting at a lower 
price point. “There are more value buyers 
out there,” he notes.

Other quick-cash alternatives include 
garage sales, newspaper classified ads and 
online sites like Craigslist. Consignment 
shops, pawn shops and eBay sellers, how-
ever, can alleviate the hassle of fielding 
phone calls, placing costly advertisements 
and haggling over low-ball offers. ■

SHOP
From page 1

FLORIDA WEEKLY PHOTO

Miriam Walser and Judy Johnson at Rodeo

                                        

Businesses featured 
in this article
>>AUDREY’S ATTIC
104 10th. St. N., 403-8322
>>CAPITAL PAWN
1933 Davis Blvd., 774-7775
3615 Thomasson Drive, 775-4100
5565 Golden Gate Parkway, 455-3247
>>FIRST PAWN
889 Airport Road S., 434-7296
>>HAZEL’S CLOSET
2400 Immokalee Road, Ste. 6, 598-1960
>>I SOLD IT OF SWF
2122 Tamiami Trail N., 213-0202
>>RODEO UPSCALE CONSIGNMENT
975 Imperial Golf Course Blvd ., Ste 115, 598-
1222
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New model under way in Mediterra by BCB Homes 

Montelena 
model 

Live the high life
Six stories above the Gulf of Mexico, this 

luxury residence in Windsor at Bay Colony 
boasts four bedrooms and a den in near-
ly 7,000 total square feet. Custom touches 
include built-ins, tromp l’oeil painting, marble 
and hardwood flooring and a private elevator 
leading to it all. The Windsor tower was built 
in 1998. Residence 602 is offered partially 
furnished for $6,250,000. The listing agent 
is Edie Dooley of Downing-Fry Realty, Inc., 
860-2290. ■

BCB Homes’ Montelena, a custom 
single-family home under construction 
in Mediterra, will showcase an outdoor 
lifestyle with more than 1,400 square 
feet of alfresco living space and views of 
water and nature preserves. Designed 
for certification as a green home by the 
Florida Green Building Coalition, the 
four-bedroom, 4½-bath model in the 
Marcello neighborhood is targeted for 
completion in June 2009.

The Montelena will have 5,287 square 
feet of interior living space and 7,894 
total square feet, including a lanai, entry 
terrace and garage. The main living 

area will have a great room, kitchen 
with walk-in pantry, a wine room and a 
study; one of the three guest suites will 
have a private entrance and terrace.

The master suite will have Kohler’s 
DVT II showering system, which sets 
water to lights and music and lets users 
program spray, steam, lighting and 
music to their preferences.

Interior design of the Montelena is 
by Godfrey Design Consultants. Upon 
completion, the furnished model is 
expected to be priced at $4.25 million.

For more information, call the Medi-
terra sales center at 949-8989 or visit 
www.mediterranaples.com. ■
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(800) 501-1255
(239) 594-2209

Gene Foster (239) 253-8002
Bridgette Foster (239) 253-8001

REDUCED

REDUCED

Pelican Marsh: 
1515 Clermont Dr. #102

Pine Ridge: 
60 North Street

Charleston Square: 
1400 Gulf Shore Blvd.#309

Pine Ridge: 9640 SF,Estate home 
w/guest house, 1/4  acre corner 
lot. $4,850,000

Charleston Square: 2413 SF, 
3Br./3.5Ba, Boat dock  w/20,000lb. 
lift.$1,489,000

Pelican Marsh Clermont: 1730 
SF,3Br/3Ba.,  Excellent condition, 
REDUCED! $369,000

Open  Sun. 1-4, call

 60 min. in advance

Old Naples Seaport: LOA of 
125’/24’, Close to 5th  Ave. 
$1,395,000

Old Naples Seaport:  
1001 10th Ave. S. Boat Slip #11

Livingston Woods: 10 Acre w/home 
can be  subdivided, West of 75 
$3,900,000  

Livingston Woods: 
6520 Daniels Rd.

Imperial Shores: 154 Ft Waterfront 
Dock, Gulf  access, Refurbished 
home!  $1,475,000

Imperial Shores:  
4882 Regal Dr.

Pelican Marsh, Les Chateaux: 2515 
SF,3Br./2.5Ba., overlooking lake & 
18th  fairway.  $649,000

Pelican Marsh
1895 Les Chateaux Blvd. #202

Marina Bay Club: 
13105 Vanderbilt Dr. #606

Pelican Marsh: 
1515 Clermont Dr. #102

Marina Bay: REFURBISHED, 2/2, 
Bright end unit,  Gulf/River/Wiggins 
Pass Views $679,000

Bay Forest: REFURBISHED, 
2/2,West of  41, walk/ride to 
beaches. $299,900

Bay Forest, Bermuda Bay:  
15465 Cedarwood Ln. #303

REDUCED!

OPEN SUN. 1-4

Gulf Harbor: 2420 SF,3Br+Den/2Ba., 
w/ guest  effi ciency on 1st fl oor. 
$795,000

Gulf Harbor:  
1285 Belair Ct.

Open  Sun. 1-4, call

 60 min. in advance

Bonita Bay, Estancia:
 4801 Bonita Bay Blvd. #603

Bonita Bay: 2642 SF, Cape 
Cod Interior,Gulf/Estero  Bay 
Views.$1,195,000 

Open  Sun. 1-4, call

 60 min. in advance

Unique Properties in Naples & Bonita Springs

Residences at Pelican Isle  OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1-4

Pelican Isle Yacht Club boat slips available
N-79 45’x14’x3’ (Fixed Dock 20K Lift ) ...$229,500W-21 45’x14’x4’ ..............$209,500

W-31 45’x14’x4’ ..............$199,500 W-5 45’x14’x4’..........................$149,500

445 Dockside Dr. # 402
Great views of the Gulf, marina, 
Wiggins Pass,  & beaches.  2677 
S.F.,  w/ morning veranda off kitch-
en &  West lanai view of the Gulf.  
Desirable 3Br./3Ba. w/ hurricane  
shutters.  $1,299,000

435 Dockside Dr. #601
Sparkling, elegant, waterfront con-
do, 3 Br+Den/3.5ba, custom built-
ins, fi replace, wood fl oors, & new 
appliances, custom window treat-
ments, granite kitchen.Amazing 
full Gulf & Pass views! $1,675,000

435 Dockside  Dr. #702
Enjoy the ease of waterfront liv-
ing in this lovely 3Br/3Ba, 2677 SF 
unit.  Lg. West facing lanai & East 
morning veranda off of the kitchen.  
Amazing Views. $1,299,000 

435 Dockside Dr. #703
2677 SF, Casually elegant back-
grounds by professional designer.  
Views of  Gulf/Bay/Beaches.  Auto-
matic hurricane shutters. 
$1,379,000

435 Dockside Dr.#303
Newly installed plantation shut-
ters, carpeting, and granite in 
kitchen.  Wine cooler, hard wood 
fl rs, neutral tones.  2677 SF, 
view of Wiggins Pass. $825,000 

435 Dockside Dr. #202
3Br./3Ba., tile throughout, granite 
in kitchen and baths, plantation/
hurricane  shutters.  2677 S.F. w/
lots of storage space.  Water views 
of the  river & bay. $795,000

435 Dockside Dr. #304 
Owner Motivated! Spacious liv-
ing in lovely 3+Den/3.5, Seaside 
Condo, 2862 SF, surrounded by 
water & views of Bay & Marina.  
Sold fully furnished. $1,149,000

425 Dockside Dr. #602
Interior by East Coast “Blue 
Sky Environments”, marble fl rs, 
faux painting, plantation/hurricane 
shuttes.  Lanais front & back.  
Views of the Bay, Wiggins Pass, and 
the Gulf of Mexico. $1,349,900 

425 Dockside Dr.#903
Welcome to the Captain’s quarters, 
furnished retreat, and 2427 SF. 
3/3 w/exhilarating views of Gulf, 
Naples night scape & marina! 
New carpeting, Satin fi nish 
wooden fl s. Elec. Storm shutters.  
$1,265,000

425 Dockside Dr. #703
2428 SF,  3Br/Ba. Beautiful wa-
ter views of Gulf/River/Bay plus 
Naples nightscape views.  Lanais 
front and back w/ hurricane shut-
ters. $1,295,000 

425 Dockside Dr. #605
3096 SF, has Amazing views of the 
Gulf of Mexico, River, Bay, and Wig-
gins Pass.  Gourmet kitchen, lanais 
front and off master suite.  Amaz-
ing sunsets. $1,899,000 

425 Dockside Dr. #501
3050 S.F.3Br./3Ba., end unit 
condo  w/ two large wrap around 
lanais offers a  gourmet kitchen, 
reverse osmosis system, wooden 
fl rs., built-ins, lg. master  suite w/
Tuscany infl uenced master bath, & 
hurricane shutters.  Water  & night-
scape views.  $1,329,000 

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

Email: thefosterteam@comcast.net 
See virtual tours at 

REDUCED!

REDUCED!



CB Richard Ellis has been selected 
as a primary advisor to the U.S. Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation 
for its Owned Real Estate portfolios 
nationwide. CB Richard Ellis will be 
responsible for overseeing the manage-
ment, leasing and disposition of the 
FDIC’s residential and commercial ORE 
throughout all 50 states, Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The port-
folios are comprised of assets held by 
the FDIC in its capacity as receiver for 
failed financial institutions. 

“This is a good example of the oppor-
tunities that will be created in South-
west Florida by the current difficulties 
affecting the capital and real estate 
markets,” said Larry Foster, managing 
partner of CB Richard Ellis, Fort Myers-
Naples. “CB Richard Ellis was chosen 
as the only real estate services provider 
that can offer the depth and breadth 
of service expertise to meet the chal-
lenge.”

CB Richard Ellis Group, Inc., a For-
tune 500 and S&P 500 company head-
quartered in Los Angeles, is the world’s 

largest commercial real estate services 
firm (in terms of 2007 revenue). The 
company serves real estate owners, 
investors and occupiers through more 
than 300 offices worldwide. CB Richard 
Ellis offers strategic advice and execu-
tion for property sales and leasing; cor-
porate services; property, facilities and 
project management; mortgage banking; 
appraisal and valuation; development 
services; investment management; and 
research and consulting. ■
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RENTNAPLES.COM
Featuring our Portfolio
of Southwest Florida’s
most Luxurious Rental

Properties

239.262.4242
800.749.7368

RENTAL DIVISION

BONITA SPRINGS & 
ESTERO AREA

Miromar Lakes/Bellini ......................$2500

Grandezza/Villa Grande ....................$2200 

Coconut Point/Residences .................$1495

Bonita Bay ................................from $1450

Vasari .......................................from $1400 

Bella Terra .......................................$1400

Pelican Landing/Southbridge .............$1295

Marsh Landing ..................................$1275

ANNUAL RENTALS

www.premier-properties.com

UNFURNISHED 
CONDOMINIUMS

Dunes/Grand Excelsior .....................$5000 

Park Shore Beach/Solamar ................$2500

Old Naples .......................................$2500

Park Shore/Terraces .........................$2400

Kensington/Wellington Place ............$2300

Park Shore/Imperial Club .................$2200

Lemuria ....................................from $1950

Remington Reserve ...........................$1800 

Pelican Bay/L’Ambiance ...................$1800

Park Shore Beach/Esplanade .............$1800

Bayfront/Old Naples .................from $1600 

Stonebridge/Braeburn .......................$1600

Park Shore/Allegro ...........................$1500 

The Orchards ...................................$1500

The Strand/Turnberry ......................$1495

Park Shore/Savoy  .............................$1375

Hidden Cove ....................................$1350

Stratford Place/Pinehurst ..................$1300

Tarpon Cove ....................................$1175

Imperial ....................................from $1100

Berkshire Village ..............................$1000

Sterling Oaks/Sweetwater ...................$995

Lake View Pines .........................from $995

Furnished Annuals from $1000

UNFURNISHED 
HOUSES

Park Shore .....................................$12000

Old Naples .......................................$7000

Port Royal ........................................$7000

North Naples/Oaks Blvd ...................$5000

Mediterra/Villalago ...........................$3500

Royal Harbor ............................from $3500

Pelican Bay/Villa Lugano ..................$2400

Pelican Marsh ...................................$2200

Pine Woods ......................................$2200

Andalucia .........................................$2100

Lakeside ...........................................$1450

Pebble Brooke Lakes .........................$1300

Be In the Know. In the Now.

Visit us online at www.FloridaWeekly.com

Mail to:  Florida Weekly
 Circulation Department
 2025 J&C Boulevard, Suite 5
 Naples, FL 34109

Seasonal Residents: Please provide your alternate address along with the dates you reside there.  

Street Address: __________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________  State: _______  Zip: _________

Date From: _____________  Date To: _________________

THREE WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE: 
1. Fill out the information below and mail. 

2. Go to www.FloridaWeekly.com and click on subscribe.
3. Call 239.333.2135.

You can have a one year 
mailed subscription of 

Florida Weekly 
for only

Did you know?

$2995
PER YEAR

❑ Yes, I want a one-year (52 issues) subscription to Florida Weekly for only $29.95.*

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Street Address: __________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________  State: _______  Zip: _________

Email: _____________________________  Phone Number: ( _____ ) ______________

❑ VISA  ❑ MC  ❑ AMEX     ❑ Payment Enclosed    ❑ Bill Me      

Credit Card #: ____________________________________ Exp. Date: ____________

Signature: ______________________________________________________________

Subscribe now and you’ll get comprehensive local 
news coverage, investigative articles, business 

happenings as well as the latest in real estate trends, 
dining, social events and much more.

New Subscribers: Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery of first issue. *Rates are based on standard rate postage. A one 
year subscription will cost $29.95 to cover shipping and handling. Call for additional postage and pricing options.

• 2 Bedrooms (split)   
• 2 Bathrooms 
• Second Floor Residence   
• 1350 sq. ft. A.C.   
• Screened Lanai
• Wide Lake and Fountain   
   View 
• Attached Carport

• Stainless Appliances 
• Volume Ceilings 
• Watch Colorful Sunsets 
• Lush and Mature 
   Landscaping
• Walk to Vanderbilt Beach, 
   Shopping and Dining

 $449,000
Call Janet today for your private showing!

Janet Bolinski, PA • 239-250-6836
Finest Real Estate World Wide

469 Fifth Avenue South, Naples 

Beachwalk Gardens Condo 
in North Naples

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY
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Take Advantage of 
$0 Down/$0 Closing Costs*

DIRECTIONS TO COMMUNITY:  
From I-75 exit on Immokalee Road east-bound approx. 9 miles. Turn right at 

the  light at Randall Blvd. (fi rst light after Wilson  Blvd.) continue east to the entrance 
of  Valencia Golf and Country Club. Follow the  signs to the sales offi  ce.  

Visit D.R. Horton’s Valencia Golf & Country Club off  Randall 
Blvd. and Immokalee Road to learn why more families choose 

D.R. Horton than any other company to build their home.

Single Family Homes from $194,990
Estate Homes from $274,990

*Broker Participation Welcome. Prices/specifi cations, incentives and availability subject to change without notice.  Loan 
through USDA program with 0% down payment; seller will contribute to lender allowable closing and prepaid amounts; 
6.75% Interest Rate; 6.916% APR and 360 month fi xed term. Other payments are based on specifi c prices for specifi c 
units within the community and are not available on all units.  Payment amount is for principal, interest, taxes, and ho-
meowners insurance.  Interest rates may vary.  Customer must qualify and all terms are subject to change. DHI Mort-
gage Ltd. Fl. Correspondent Mortgage Lender License CLB0700623. Please see your New Home Consultant for details. 

(c) 2008 D.R. Horton, Inc.  All rights reserved.  DHI Mortgage is an Equal Housing Lender.

drhorton.com  

(239) 354-0243

Ahead in Design. Above in Craftmanship. Alone in Value. That’s D.R. Horton

It’s never been a better time to buy than now! 

1,827 A/C sq. ft.,
1 story, 3 bedrooms,
2 baths, 2 car garage

$222,990$264,020

2,046 A/C sq. ft.,
2 story, 4 bedrooms,

2½ baths,  2 car garage

LA PALMA

1,827 A/C sq. ft.,
1 story, 3 bedrooms,
2 baths, 2 car garage

$222,990$245,866

1,827 A/C sq. ft.,
1 story, 3 bedrooms,
2 baths, 2 car garage

DEVON

1,827 A/C sq. ft.,
1 story, 3 bedrooms,
2 baths, 2 car garage

$222,990$344,459

2,423 A/C sq. ft.,
1 story, 4 bedrooms,

3 baths, den, 2 car garage,
estate sized lot 

Lot 79/1A

Lot 89/2 Lot 97/2

CASSIANO

1,827 A/C sq. ft.,
1 story, 3 bedrooms,
2 baths, 2 car garage

$222,990

TORINO

$493,735
Lot 57/1A

4,377 A/C sq. ft.,
2 story, 5 bedrooms, 4½ baths, 

bonus room, 3 car garage, 
estate sized lot

Bonita’s Best Year-Round Community  

Single Family Luxury Homes from the $400’s  
Several Homes Available for Quick Delivery  

• All Homes Include Spacious Landscaped Homesite  
• Designer Kitchens with Granite Countertops 

• Hurricane Resistant lmpact Glass Windows & Doors Throughout 
• Energy Effi cient Appliances • Paver Driveways • Tile Roofs

Open Daily 10am-5pm • Call 239-947-0040 for information 
Directions: Turn off Old 41 onto Shangri La, then left at Paradise then 

left at Avonleigh Dr., model is on your left 10105 Avonleigh Drive, 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135  

Broker Co-op Invited • Financing Available  

Pre-Season Sale!  

Quality Construction by

The Town of Ave Maria’s water treatment 
plant and water reclamation facility, together 
with its design-build firm CH2M HILL, has 
received top regional and national awards 
from the Design-Build Institute of America.

Ave Maria Utility was named DBIA’s Proj-
ect of the Year and was also recognized as a 
DBIA National Merit Award winner in the 
water and wastewater projects over $15 mil-
lion category.

The Ave Maria water treatment plant is a 
1.67-million-gallon-per-day membrane soften-
ing facility that is expandable to 5 million gal-
lons per day. The water reclamation facility, 
which processes 1.25 million gallons per day, 
is a secondary treatment design; effluent is 
suitable for 100 percent, unrestricted public 
access irrigation and is used for reclaimed 
water irrigation of residential lawns and land-
scaping via irrigation lakes and pump sta-
tions.

The project also includes a natural treat-
ment wetland system to provide a sustain-
able, wet-weather storage system. When com-
pleted, it will result in the hydrologic and 
ecological restoration of 160 acres of cypress 
wetland and marsh using highly treated 

reclaimed water. Ultimate public use facili-
ties will include hiking trails, boardwalks, 
information kiosks and overlooks.

Initiated in June 2005, the Ave Maria water 
and wastewater utility was completed in 
August 2006 at a cost of nearly $19,000,000. 
The project has also been awarded grants 
totaling approximately $900,000 from the 
South Florida Water Management District for 
its innovative, 100 percent wastewater reuse 
system.

DBIA is an association of leaders in the 
design and construction industry utilizing 
design-build and integrated project delivery 
methods to achieve high performance proj-
ects. The association’s annual award winners 
exemplify the principles of interdisciplinary 
teamwork, innovation and problem-solving 
that characterizes design-build delivery, often 
breaking new ground in their approach and 
accomplishments.

Entrance to the Town of Ave Maria is at 
the intersection of Oil Well and Camp Keais 
roads in eastern Collier County. At its build 
out, the 4,000-acre town will have 11,000 resi-
dences. For more information, call 262-2600 
or visit  www.avemaria.com. ■

Design-Build Institute recognizes 
Ave Maria Utility Company

Lola and Al 
Moore

“Serving your real estate needs in  Southwest Florida”
NAPLES



Bonita Bay Group has opened The 
Brooks Executive Suites in the Town 
Center of The Brooks in Bonita Springs. 
The suites are on Coconut Road, between 
U.S. 41 and I-75. Bonita Bay Group has its 
corporate offices on the second floor.

Short- and long-term leases are avail-
able on spaces from 120 square feet 
to 1,000 square feet. Wireless Internet 
and conference rooms are provided, 

and access to a fitness center, private 
restaurant and receptionist services are 
available. The Brooks Executive Suites 
also offer virtual offices that provide 
mail and phone service and the use of 
conference rooms.

For leasing information, call Philippe 
Fregeau, general manager, at 405-6300 
or visit www.BrooksExecutiveSuites.
com. ■
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Construction completed
at Snook Bight Marina

Bonita Bay Group introduces
The Brooks Executive Suites

WWW.THEMOORINGSESTATEHOMES.COM 

Herman • Strackbein Construction, 
Inc. has completed the Snook Bight 
Yacht Club  and Marina on Fort Myers 
Beach. 

On 3 ½ acres at Marker 27 on Este-
ro Bay, the full-service marina project 
included 58,000 square feet of construc-
tion. While the marina maintained full 
operations, HSC constructed a state-of-
the-art dry stack boat storage building 
rising five stories high and housing 
201 boat racks, a boat sales showroom, 
service building, elevated pool and spa, 
club room, elevated restaurant over 
parking, locker and laundry facilities, 
waterside promenade, fuel dock and 
ships store. A pedestrian bridge con-

nects the club amenity level to the 
restaurant level.

Environmentally friendly elements 
include a storm drainage and water 
recycling system, clerestory windows, 
motion sensor lighting, bicycle racks 
and showers. Native plants were used 
in the landscaping.

McHarris Planning & Design of Bonita 
Springs provided architectural services.

Led by partners David Herman and 
Todd Strackbein, Herman • Strackbein 
Construction, Inc., has more than 40 
years of experience constructing qual-
ity projects throughout Florida. For 
more information, call 593.5200 or visit 
the company website at www.HSCon-
struction.net. ■

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

COURTESY PHOTO

Ambassadors of the Bonita Springs Area Chamber of Commerce and Bonita Bay Group employ-
ees celebrated the opening of The Brooks Executive Suites. Left to right: Mike Wobrock, Bob 
Dipesa, Meredith Parsons, Karen Hildebrand, Amy Smith, Phyllis Britton, Rick Safron, Darlene 
Derrig, Laura Agnew, Philippe Fregeau, Donna Collins, Roxanne Voss, Karen Tarpin and Jean-
nette Kiekbusch.

COURTESY PHOTO

Snook Bight Marina
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TIBURON - ESCADA 
Three master suites, 2 guest rooms, each with 
bath. Gym, home theater, elevator and golf views. 
A Christie’s Great Estates Property.
$5,950,000 | Julie Rembos | 595-1809

TWIN EAGLES 
Magnificent 10,787 total SF country estate on 
an expansive lot overlooking lake and golf course. 
Four bedrooms plus den.
$4,950,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

ESTATES AT BAY COLONY GOLF CLUB 
Two-story, 5 bedroom plus den estate of over 
7,000 SF. Private guest cabana, billiards room 
and lake/golf views. $4,750,000
Marlene Abbott-Barber/Leah D. Ritchey | 594-9494

OPEN SUN. 1-4

TIBURON - ESCADA 
2573 Escada Drive - Golf course estate with over 
6000 SF, 6 bedrooms, family room, and resort-
style pool overlooking waterfalls and 15th hole. 
$4,750,000 | Julie Rembos | 595-1809

QUAIL CREEK 
Over 8,000 SF, all 4 bedrooms are master suites. 
Spectacular pool with spa, waterfall and slide. 
Fantastic sights. 
$2,950,000 | Julie Rembos | 595-1809

VINEYARDS - TERRACINA 
Custom estate on 1.5 lots. Double fairway views. 
Five bedrooms en suite, home theater, billiard 
room, wine cellar.
$2,799,000 | Julie Rembos | 595-1809

AUDUBON COUNTRY CLUB 
Clive Christian gourmet kitchen, fireplaces, 
elevator, offices, 3 guest suites. Three-car garage 
and A/C workshop, pool.
$2,399,000 | Connie Lummis | 289-3543

TIBURON - SERAFINA 
This 4 bedroom plus den is sited on premium 
lot and views fairway. Venetian plaster, hardwood 
floors and private pool/spa.
$2,275,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

HEDGESTONE
Four bedrooms, 5 bathrooms plus a den in this furnished home. 
Enjoy views of lake, golf course. Three-car garage.
$1,699,500 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

KENSINGTON - KENSINGTON PARK 
Courtyard home with 4 bedrooms, 4 baths. 
Family room with bookshelves and sliding ladder. 
Wonderful views over lake.
$1,295,000 | Marty/Debbi McDermott | 564-4231

AUDUBON COUNTRY CLUB 
Spacious home with 4 bedrooms, a study and 3.5 
baths. Remodeled master bath, crown mouldings 
and brick paver lanai pool area.
$1,199,000 | Mitch/Sandi Williams | 370-8879

WYNDEMERE - LODGINGS 
On golf course, 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, family 
room with fireplace, freshly painted, renovated 
pool. Membership required.
$1,175,000 | Kathryn Hurvitz | 434-8770

OLDE CYPRESS 
Mediterranean inspired courtyard home features 
tile/wood flooring, heated pool and outdoor bar. 
Golf, tennis and more.
$1,050,000 | Patrick O’Connor | 293-9411

IMPERIAL GOLF ESTATES 
Tranquil lakefront setting with southern exposure. 
Fantastic design with volume ceilings and 
spacious lanai. $599,000 | Pat Callis | 250-0562

STONEBRIDGE - BRAEBURN #101 
Stunning fairway, lake and preserve views. Classy 
3 bedroom, 18” tile floors, granite kitchen, 
designer furniture.
$449,000 | Dave/Ann Renner | 784-5552

STONEBRIDGE - SHOREHAM VILLAS 
Sunset views over fairway and lake. Peaceful villa 
with a double garage and 10 foot ceilings. Golf 
membership included.
$485,000 | Vickie Larscheid | 250-5041

VINEYARDS - VISTA POINTE #1503 
Open spaces, high ceilings, southern exposure 
and expansive golf views. Neutral colors, tiled 
living area and storm shutters.
$559,000 | Roya Nouhi | 290-9111

GOLF COTTAGES
Great views of the golf course. Two-story home offers 2 master 
bedrooms with 3rd bedroom used as a den. $575,000

15608 Whitney Lane
Cheerful 4 bedroom villa with heated pool, spa, summer kitchen, golf 
course and lake views. Diagonal tile, Jacuzzi tub.
$769,000 | Mitch/Sandi Williams | 370-8879

KENSINGTON  GARDENS 2964 Gardens Blvd
Custom-designed estate home has wonderful golf course view. Plan 
flows to pool. Custom kitchen, granite counters.
$975,000 | Jennifer/Dave Urness | 273-7731

STRADA BELLA 3084 Strada Bella Court
Golf course view with southern exposure. Three bedrooms plus den, 
three baths, and 3-car garage. Turnkey furnished.
$969,000 | Ray Couret | 293-5899

2925 Lone Pine Lane
Upgraded 3 bedroom plus den custom home with over 2,600 SF under 
air. Brick paved pool/spa, outdoor kitchen and preserve views.
$649,900 | Sandra McCarthy-Meeks | 287-7921

EGRET COVE 3048 Olde Cove Way
Two bedroom plus den with golf course views. Volume ceilings, 
expanded garage, and enlarged screened lanai with room for pool.
$449,000 | Sandra McCarthy-Meeks | 287-7921

SHOREHAM VILLAS 1826 Leamington Lane
Two bedroom plus den villa w/golf club membership. Double garage, 
private pool and 10 foot ceilings. No neighbors above.
$425,000 | Vickie Larscheid | 250-5041

WILLOW BEND 1930 Willowbrook Bend Circle #204
A two bedroom condominium with golf course and lake view. Offered 
furnished. Eastern exposure on the lanai.
$399,000 | Otto Becker & Keith Alexander | 263-8038 & 250-5156

MIDDLEBURG 2140 Alberdeen Lane #101
Play Golf? Mint condition 3-bedroom coach home on the 12th tee. 
Spacious sun-drenched lanai. Dream kitchen.
$365,000 | Judy Perry/Linda Perry | 261-6161

EDEN 5893 Paradise Circle #27
Meticulously maintained 3 bedroom courtyard home featuring 2,157 
SF, 2-car garage and private heated pool/spa.
$549,900 | Leah D. Ritchey/Marlene Abbott-Barber | 594-9494

 BOLERO 2655 Bolero Dr. #2
Wonderful waterscape and lake view from this 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
residence. Large screened lanai. Private elevator.
$650,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

OPEN SUN. 1-4

CASTILLO III 2851 Tiburon Blvd. E. #101
Luxurious living awaits with crown moulding,  tray ceilings and granite 
kitchen. Gracious master. Preserve views.
$589,900 | Carolyn Weinand | 269-5678

BRAMBLE POINTE 11824 Bramble Court
This like-new home has 3 bedrooms plus den and loft, and offers a 
spacious floor plan for all your family and guests.
529,000 | Susan DeShong | 253-3434

VALLEY OAK 241 Silverado Drive
Great opportunity for this 3 bedroom plus den home! Private pool area, 
outdoor shower and separate pool bath.
$499,000 | Patrick O’Connor | 293-9411

VINTAGE RESERVE 693 Vintage Reserve Circle #16
Watch the sunrise from your eastern exposure 40’ lanai. Meticulous 
condition. Three private suites plus den.
$420,000 | Kristin Mikler | 370-6292

GOLF COTTAGES 250 Edgemere Way East
Gorgeous lake, golf and wooded views! Plantation shutters, white wood 
floors and security system. $475,000

GOLF COTTAGES 16 Golf Cottage Drive
Charming 2 bedroom plus den on cul-de-sac and overlooks golf course. 
Updated flooring, 2-car garage. $350,000

WATER OAKS 32 Water Oaks Way
Charming two-story villa views golf course and meandering stream. 
Furnished, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths and loft. Immaculate. $349,900

COMMONS 200 Wyndemere Way #303
Furnished 3 bedroom with large tiled lanai overlooks golf/lake. New 
furniture in living/dining room. $325,000

 COURTSIDE COMMONS 607 Courtside Drive
Contemporary and dramatic! All new cabinetry, stainless steel 
appliances, hardwood floors. $299,900

OPEN SUN. 1-4

 AMBLEWOOD 125 Amblewood Lane
Warm and welcoming villa offers 2 bedrooms plus den. Picturesque 
view of the 4th green. 2-car garage. $360,000

OPEN SUN. 1-4

WYNDEMERE
A Perfect Golf and Tennis Community - Membership required

Kathryn Hurvitz 434-8770 will assist you.

OLDE CYPRESS THE STRAND

TIBURON

TWIN EAGLES

KENSINGTONAUDUBON COUNTRY CLUB VINEYARDS

THE STRAND - THE LINKS 
Custom-built home with 3 bedrooms plus den, 3 
baths overlooks the 4th fairway. Volume ceilings, 
pool/spa, and 2-car garage.
$725,000 | Patrick O’Connor | 293-9411

OPEN MON-SAT:9-5 & SUN:11-5

TREVISO BAY 9004 Tamiami Trail East

Located adjacent to the 110,000-acre Rookery Bay National Estuarine 

Reserve, this luxury lifestyle community offers coach homes, villas and 

custom homes. It boasts Naples’ only TPC golf course, Buona Vita Club & 

Spa and an off-site marina. Priced from the $700s.
Please call 643-1414 for more information.

WYNDEMERE - VILLA FLORESTA 
Magnificent golf and lake views. Two bedroom 
plus den with new tile, electric shutters and 
generator. Membership required.
$695,000 | Kathryn Hurvitz | 434-8770

OLDE CYPRESS 2710 Olde Cypress Drive
Beautifully landscaped! Impeccably maintained 
3 bedroom plus den Ruttenberg home. 2,738 SF 
A/C, and a 3-car garage. 
$749,000 | Sandra McCarthy-Meeks | 287-7921

NEW LISTING OPEN SUN. 1-4

STONEBRIDGE

VINEYARDS - GLEN LAKE ESTATES 
Pristine home with lovely heated pool and spa 
plus expansive lake views. Architectural details 
and quality throughout.
$899,716 | Dave/Ann Renner | 784-5552

OLDE CYPRESS - SANTA ROSA 
Long lake and golf course view from this 4 
bedroom, 4.5 bath. Tropically landscaped pool 
area. Tasteful furnishings.
$925,000 | Ray Couret | 293-5899

BONITA BAY - ESPERIA & TAVIRA 
26951 Country Club Drive (Sales Center)

Breathtaking views over Bay Island Golf Course, Estero Bay and the 

Gulf. An idyllic community devoted to golf courses, parks, natural 

areas, marina and more! New construction priced from the $800s.

Please call 800-311-3622

OPEN MON-SAT: 10-5 & SUN:12-5

TWIN EAGLES - WICKLOW
Find your heart’s desire in this Covington plan with 
4 bedrooms, den, 3 baths, pool, spa, 3-car garage. 
Quality throughout.
$940,000 | Melissa Williams/Teresa Rucker | 248-7238

VINEYARDS - TERRACINA 
Wonderful estate home 4 bedrooms, den, 4.5 
baths and golf course views from screened lanai 
with heated pool and spa. Three-car garage.
$1,420,000 | Marty/Debbi McDermott | 564-4231

TWIN EAGLES 
This residence features 4 bedrooms, 4 baths, 
limestone floors, wide crown mouldings, summer 
kitchen, loggia, and fireplace.
$1,999,500 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

OLDE CYPRESS - DA VINCI ESTATES 
Fairway views, 4,690 A/C SF, 6 bedrooms, 
marble/wood floors, pool/spa, summer kitchen, 
3-bay garages. Furnished.
$2,249,000 | Sandra McCarthy-Meeks | 287-7921

TIBURON - VENTANA #PH502 
Furnished penthouse SW views of preserve and golf 
course, 3 bedrooms, den, wraparound balcony, wood 
and tile floors.
$1,175,000 | Kathryn Tout/Beverley Dale | 250-3583
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SERENA 3181 Aviamar Circle #102
Spacious 3 bedroom plus library/den residence with design upgrades, 
beautiful cabinetry and flooring. Enjoy the best lake views.
$699,000 | Chris Sullivan | 404-5548

MALLARDS LANDING 8532 Mallards Point
Two bedroom plus den, furnished. Imported cabinets, granite counters 
and more. Infinity-edge pool with wide lake view.
$749,000 | Michelle Thomas | 860-7176

CRANBERRY CROSSING 9100 Cherry Oaks Trail
Furnished 3 bedroom home with views of lake, heated pool, security 
system, central vacuum, tile throughout and granite.
$695,000 | ML Meade/Natalie Kirstein | 293-4851

CAPISTRANO 2810 Capistrano Way
Tropical lake views from this 3 bedroom plus study, elegant home. 
Pool/spa with new lanai screening. Furnished.
$2,195,000 | Lynn Anderson/Carolyn Weinand | 434-2424

1609 Chinaberry Way
Custom home overlooks 18th hole. Soaring ceilings, marble, cast stone 
columns, cherry cabinets. Pool/spa. $2,099,000 | Angie White | 821-6722

ESTUARY 1319 Noble Heron Way
Magnificent master suite, sitting area, large wood floor study and 
outdoor entertaining. Views over creek. Furnished. $2,400,000
Lynn Anderson/Carolyn Weinand | 434-2424

ESTUARY 1335 Noble Heron Way
Exceptional 4 bedroom, 4.5 bath home. Gourmet kitchen with Sub-
Zero and Dacor appliances. Lake and golf course views.
$2,199,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

GREY OAKS - ESTUARY 
Stunning 4 bedroom plus den residence with lake 
and golf course views. Expansive veranda with 
summer kitchen, fireplace, pool/spa.
$5,997,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

GREY OAKS 
Furnished home with 5 bedrooms, 6.5 baths, 
private elevator, 2-car attached garaged plus 2-car 
detached garage. Covered lanai. $5,975,000
Lynn Anderson/Carolyn Weinand | 434-2424

GREY OAKS - ESTUARY 
Furnished. Marble and wood floors, wine cellar, 
media room, lanai, fireplace and outdoor kitchen. 
Lake/golf views.
$5,895,000 | Carolyn Weinand | 269-5678

GREY OAKS - ESTUARY 
Elegant home with 5 bedrooms, private 2-
story guest cabana with suites, theatre room 
surrounded by full bar, library. $5,500,000
Lynn Anderson/Carolyn Weinand | 434-2424

GREY OAKS 
Four bedroom estate blends luxury with comfort. 
Designed for a discerning buyer. A Christie’s Great 
Estates Property.
$3,999,999 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

GREY OAKS
Elegant estate with 4 bedrooms plus den, double 
crown moulding, plantation shutters, custom 
mirrors and fireplace. Pool/spa.
$3,595,000 | Carolyn Weinand | 269-5678

GREY OAKS - ESTATES 
This 4 bedroom plus den features columns, tray 
ceilings, marble flooring and stone fireplace. 
Custom pool/spillover spa.
$3,190,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

OPEN SUN. 1-4

GREY OAKS
1655 Chinaberry Court - This estate home has 2 
floors with sunsets from the lakeside lanai with an 
infinity-edge pool and outdoor kitchen. 
$2,895,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

OPEN SUN. 1-4

GREY OAKS - L’ERMITAGE 
2618 L’ermitage Lane - Elegant end residence 
with lake, golf course views. An upstairs sitting 
room, large balcony, two guest rooms. 
$1,795,000 | Carolyn Weinand | 269-5678

FIDDLER’S CREEK - MAJORCA 
Former model decorated by Agostino’s Design 
Group and on a oversized corner lot. Three 
bedroom plus den, 3200+ A/C SF.
$1,780,000 | Jim/Nikki Prange | 642-1133

HAMMOCK BAY GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB - LESINA 
#2005 - Stunning Bay and Gulf views! Finished 
by Foxworthy’s Interiors. Brazilian walnut wood 
and Turkish marble flooring. 
$1,299,000 | Chris Sullivan | 404-5548

NEW LISTING

FIDDLER’S CREEK - BELLAGIO 
Mediterranean-style home with infinity pool 
overlooking the lake. Three bedrooms, 3.5 baths 
including a casita for guests.
$1,295,000 | ML Meade/Natalie Kirstein | 293-4851

FIDDLER’S CREEK - BELLAGIO 
Former model, decorated in classic Mediterranean 
style. Three bedrooms, 3.5 baths, oversized lanai 
with lake views.
$1,250,000 | ML Meade/Natalie Kirstein | 293-4851

HAMMOCK BAY GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB - LESINA 
#1806 - Home in the sky, 180-degree views of 
Marco and Ten Thousand Islands from 4 bedroom, 
3.5 bath residence. Top-rate amenities.
$1,250,000 | Darlene Roddy | 404-0685

FIDDLER’S CREEK - MALLARDS POINT 
Two-story 5 bedroom plus loft home. Wide lake 
views. Pool and spa with waterfall. Cathedral 
ceilings, marble and bamboo floors.
$1,050,000 | Michelle Thomas | 860-7176

FIDDLER’S CREEK - MULBERRY ROW 
Turnkey furnished, custom 3 bedroom plus 
den with open floor plan, granite counters and 
oversized pool/spa waterfall.
$995,000 | ML Meade/Natalie Kirstein | 293-4851

FIDDLER’S CREEK - MULBERRY ROW 
Beautifully decorated Lundstrom home. Heated 
pool/spa, built-in grill, 3 bedrooms plus den, 3 
baths and oversize garage.
$949,000 | ML Meade/Natalie Kirstein | 293-4851

HAMMOCK BAY GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB - SERANO 
#PH2106 - Penthouse with breathtaking views in 
3 directions, 3 bedrooms, and over 2,500 total 
SF. Wraparound lanai.
$899,000 | Carolyn Weinand | 269-5678

FIDDLER’S CREEK - SERENA #201 
Brand new 3 bedroom plus den with long lake 
views. Granite counters, and stainless appliances. 
Turnkey furnished.
$895,000 | ML Meade/Natalie Kirstein | 293-4851

FIDDLER’S CREEK - SERENA #201 
Furnished luxury coach home. Private elevator, 
3,000+ SF under air, 3 bedrooms plus den, and 
2-car garage.
$829,000 | Michelle Thomas | 860-7176

VARENNA 9202 Museo Circle #104
Outstanding fountain and lake views. Very private. Fully furnished 3 
bedroom, 3 bath corner coach home.
$695,000 | ML Meade/Natalie Kirstein | 293-4851

ESTATES 2922 Indigobush Way
Custom builder’s personal home. Southern exposure 4 bedrooms, 4 
baths, 2 half-baths, Koi pond, sauna, and stone fireplace.
$4,149,000 | Lynn Anderson/Carolyn Weinand | 434-2424

NEW LISTING

ESTATES 2610 Bulrush Lane
Custom-built home recently remodeled with maple flooring, custom 
cabinetry and granite counters. Pool and spa. Furnished.
$2,950,000 | Philip N. Collins | 404-6800

MONTREUX 3745 Montreux Lane #204
Stunning lake and golf course views from this impeccable 4 bedroom 
coach home. Decorated and furnished.
$585,000 | Brock/Julie Wilson | 821-9545

SERENA 3195 Serenity Court #101
A brand new residence with a lake view. This coach home offers 3 
bedrooms plus den and family room, 3 baths.
$689,000 | Michelle Thomas | 860-7176

CASCADA 9042 Cascada Way #102
Panoramic golfand water views! Three bedroom plus study with coffered 
ceilings and expanded kitchen. $689,000 | Brock/Julie Wilson | 821-9545

VARENNA 9221 Museo Circle #204
The best of everything: granite, stainless appliances and tile. Over 
3,000 SF under air, and long lake views.
$675,000 | Darlene Roddy | 404-0685

SERENA 3202 Serenity Court #201
Turnkey furnished luxury 2nd floor corner residence overlooking the 
lake. Spacious plan with 3 bedrooms, den, 3 baths.
$649,000 | Michelle Thomas | 860-7176

MONTREUX 3715 Montreux Lane #101
Fully upgraded corner coach home with stunning golf/lake views. 
Granite countertops, custom millwork, fireplace.
$599,000 | Michelle Thomas | 860-7176

ESTUARY 1369 Noble Heron Way
This 3 bedroom plus study, 3.5 bath villa overlooks lake and fairway. 
Faux paint, marble flooring. Pool and spa. Furnished.
$2,099,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

ESTUARY 1306 Noble Heron Way
Elegant yet comfortable, clean and open floor plan with 3 bedrooms, 
a den and 3.5 baths. Offered furnished.
$2,000,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

ESTUARY 1326 Noble Heron Way
Almost-new 4,000 SF former model with Saturnia marble floors, gas 
fireplace, vaulted ceilings and pool/spa. Furnished.
$1,990,000 | Lynn Anderson/Carolyn Weinand | 434-2424

AVILA 2579 Twinflower Lane
Long golf/lake views, 3 bedroom plus den and loft, A/C garage and 
pool/spa. A Christie’s Great Estates Property.
$1,595,000 | Carolyn Weinand | 269-5678

AVILA 2667 Caladium Way
Furnished 3 bedroom, 3.5 bath home with lake and golf course views, 
faux finished ceilings and walls and wide crown mouldings. $1,495,000
Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

TERRA VERDE 2396 Terra Verde Lane
Custom floor plan creates a wonderful and spacious family room/den. 
Meticulously kept. Picturesque, quiet enclave.
$799,000 | Carolyn Weinand | 269-5678

AVERSANA 1060 Borghese Lane #403
Stunning McIlvane Bay, Gulf and golf views! Professionally decorated 
and turnkey furnished 3 bedroom with 2,625 SF A/C.
$649,000 | Chris Sullivan | 404-5548

FIDDLER’S CREEK - MENAGGIO 
A luxury coach home on the ground floor 
overlooking a lake with 3 bedrooms plus den, 
family room and living room.
$775,000 | Michelle Thomas | 860-7176

FIDDLER’S CREEK - VARENNA #201 
Outstanding residence with private elevator, over 
3,000 SF AC, 3 bedrooms plus den, and spacious 
lanai. Furnished.
$650,000 | Darlene Roddy | 404-0685

HAMMOCK BAY GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB - SERANO 
#406 - Furnished corner residence with 3 
bedrooms, 3.5 baths and preserve views. Social 
room, theatre room, pool, spa, exercise room.
$595,000 | ML Meade/Natalie Kirstein | 293-4851

OPEN MON-SAT:9-5 & SUN:11-5

TREVISO BAY 9004 Tamiami Trail East

Located adjacent to the 110,000-acre Rookery Bay National Estuarine 

Reserve, this luxury lifestyle community offers coach homes, villas and 

custom homes. It boasts Naples’ only TPC golf course, Buona Vita Club & 

Spa and an off-site marina. Priced from the $700s.
Please call 643-1414 for more information.

FIDDLER’S CREEK

GREY OAKS

HAMMOCK BAY GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

GREY OAKS FIDDLER’S CREEK

FIDDLER’S CREEK - MAJORCA 
This 4 bedroom plus study home features fine 
woodwork, stone fireplace, pool, spa, tray and 
vaulted ceilings.
$2,500,000 | ML Meade/Natalie Kirstein | 293-4851

GREY OAKS - PALM ISLAND 
Gracious home with 180 degrees of breathtaking 
water and golf views from most rooms. Custom 
design 4 bedrooms, den/study.
$2,490,000 | Carolyn Weinand | 269-5678

GREY OAKS 
This 3 bedroom plus den residence features 
marble flooring, 11-16’ceilings, wet bar and 
granite counters. Pool/spa.
$2,395,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

GREY OAKS - ESTATES 
Impressive custom-built home that has been 
recently remodeled. Lanai with pool/spa/outdoor 
kitchen. Expansive lake/golf views. $2,795,000
Philip N. Collins | 404-6800
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Florida Weekly’s Open Houses

Call 239.325.1960 to be included in Florida Weekly’s Open Houses.

>$200,000
1A • Bay Forest, Bermuda Bay • 15465 Cedarwood 
Ln #303 • Bridgette Foster • 239-253-8001 •
Amerivest • $299,900

>$300,000
1B • PELICAN BAY - GLENCOVE • 5800 Glencove 
Drive #202 • $350,000  • Mara & Michael Muller 272-
6170 • Premier Properites of SWF, Inc. 

2B • WYNDEMERE - AMBLEWOOD • 125 Amble-
wood Lane • $360,000  • Kathryn Hurvitz 434-8770. • 
Premier Properties

>$400,000
1C • $410,000 • Chateaumere Royale • 6000 Pelican 
Bay Blvd • Marya Doonan • 239-450-4000 • Down-
ing-Frye Realty, Inc.

3C • $495,000 • FAIRWINDS • Catherine Backos • 
239-947-0040 • Pegasus Realty Group, Inc. • Daily 10-5

>$500,000
1D • $549,000 • VILLAS OF PELICAN BAY • 6620 
Trident Way • Marya Doonan • 239-450-4000 • 
Downing-Frye Realty, Inc. • Sun., 1-4

2D • $595,000 • CALAIS IN PELICAN BAY • 
7032 Pelican Bay Blvd. - #104 • Nancy Kreisler • 
239.784.1460 • Downing-Frye Realty, Inc. • Sun., Nov. 1-4

3D • Pelican Marsh: 1895 Les Chateaux Blvd. #202 • 
Bridgette Foster • Amerivest • 239-253-8001 • $649,000 

>$700,000
1E • TREVISO BAY • 9004 Tamiami Trail East • From 
$700,000 • Call 643-1414 • Premier Properties  • Mon.-
Sat. 9-5 & Sun. 11-5  

2E • $700,000> • 2400 Grey Oaks Dr. N • 239.262-5557• 
Grey Oaks

3E • PELICAN BAY - BREAKWATER • 815 Bentwater 
Circle #101 • $729,000  • Jane Darling/Sharon Kiptyk 
777-3899. • Premier Properties •

>$800,000
1F • $838,000 • Audubon Country Club • 241 Charles-
ton Court • Sharon Saunders • 239-269-7632 • Downing-
Frye Realty, Inc.

2F • Pelican Isle Yacht Club • Bridgette Foster • 239-
253-8001 • Amerivest • $825,000-1,899,000

3F • AQUALANE SHORES - AQUALANE MANOR • 
320 - 14th Avenue South #C • $850,000  • Ruth Trettis 
434-2424. • Premier Properties

4F • BONITA BAY - ESPERIA & TAVIRA • 26951 
Country Club Drive • New construction priced from 
the $800s. • Call 800-311-3622. • Premier Properties • 
Mon-Sat. 10-5 & Sun. 12-5  

>$900,000
1G • BONITA BAY - ESTANCIA • 4801 Bonita Bay 
Blvd. #1104 • $999,000  • Carol Johnson/Michael Lickley 
948-4000. • Premier Properties 

2G • MEDITERRA - VILLALAGO • 18081 Lagos Way • 
$999,000  • Judy Stead 273-3438. • Premier Properties 

>$1,000,000
1H • $1,049,000 • Audubon Country Club • 209 
Charleston Court • Sharon Saunders • 239-269-7632 • 
Downing-Frye Realty, Inc.

2H • $1,499,000 • 660 East Lake Dr. • Terry Warren • 
239-434-8049 • Downing-Frye Realty, Inc. 

3H • PELICAN BAY - ST. RAPHAEL • 7117 Pelican 
Bay Blvd. #307 • $1,075,000  • Harriet Harnar 273-5443. • 
Premier Properties 

4H • PARK SHORE - TERRACES • 4751 Gulf Shore 
Blvd. N. #1206 • $1,250,000  • Polly Himmel 290-3910 • 
Premier Properties • no sign on property

5H • OLD NAPLES - CATELENA • 306 - 6th Avenue 
South • $1,390,000  • Marty & Debbi McDermott 564-
4231 • Premier Properties 

6H • ROYAL HARBOR • 1303 Cobia Court • $1,395,000  
• Isabelle Edwards 250-4140 • Premier Properties  

7H • VANDERBILT BEACH - VANDERBILT GULF-
SIDE • 10951 Gulfshore Drive #1501 • $1,475,000  • Pat 
Callis 250-0562 • Premier Properties 

8H • BONITA BAY - CREEKSIDE • 26100 Red Oak 
Court • $1,595,000  • Harriet Harnar 273-5443 • Premier 
Properties 

9H • MEDITERRA - FELICITA • 16496 Felicita Court 
• $1,699,000  • Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell 213-7420 • 
Premier Properties 

10H • GREY OAKS - L’ERMITAGE • 2618 L’’Ermitage 
Lane • $1,795,000  • Carolyn Weinand 269-5678 • Pre-
mier Properties 

>$2,000,000
1I • $2,499,000 • Mediterra • 16469 Celebrita Court 
• Sandra Mathias • 239-331-1059 • Sat. & Sun. 1-5 and 
weekdays 2:00-5:00 • Downing-Frye Realty, Inc.

2I • MOORINGS • 2201 Beacon Lane • $2,425,000  
• Trey Wilson 595-4444 • Premier Properties  

3I • OLD NAPLES - ORCHID PLACE • 435 - 3rd 
Avenue South • $2,495,000  • Steve Smiley 298-4327 
• Premier Properties  

4I • VANDERBILT BEACH ESTATES • 132 Egret 
Avenue • $2,499,000  • Dru Martinovich 564-1266 • 
Premier Properties 

5I • GREY OAKS • 1655 Chinaberry Court • 
$2,895,000  • Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell 213-7420 • 
Premier Properties

6I • PARK SHORE - ARIA • 4501 Gulf Shore Blvd. 
N. • Priced from $2,900,000 • Call 261-6200 • Pre-
mier Properties • Mon.-Sat. Open Daily & Sun. 12-4

7I • MOORINGS - VILLAS OF FAIRWAY TER-
RACE • 664 Fairway Terrace • Prices starting at just 
over $2.1 million. • Mark Maran/Jerry Wachowicz 
777-3301 • Premier Properties • Sat. & Sun. 1-4   

>$3,000,000
1J • OLD NAPLES - LAKEVIEW TERRACE • 626 
West Lake Drive • $3,295,000  • Kevin Wood 213-
8386 • Premier Properties 

2J • COQUINA SANDS • 500 Yucca Road • 
$3,450,000  • Chris Yanson 434-2424 • Premier 
Properties 

3J • PORT ROYAL • 999 Spyglass Lane • 
$3,750,000  • Ruth Trettis 434-2424 • Premier Prop-
erties  

4J • MOORINGS - VISTA ROYALE • 231 Harbour 
Drive • $3,995,000  • Michael Lawler 571-3939 • Pre-
mier Properties  

>$4,000,000
1K • PARK SHORE • 378 Neptunes Bight • 
$4,295,000  • Michael Lawler 571-3939. • Premier 
Properties 

2K • TIBURON - ESCADA • 2573 Escada Drive 
• $4,750,000  • Julie Rembos 595-1809. • Premier 
Properties   

>$5,000,000
1L • MERCATO • Located just North of Vanderbilt 
Beach Rd on US 41 • Contemporary living from the 
$500s. • Call 800-719-5136  • Premier Properties • 
Mon. - Sat. 9-5 & Sun. 12-4     

>$6,000,000
1M •  PORT ROYAL • 777 Kings Town Drive • 
$6,495,000  • Richard G. Prebish II 357-6628 • Pre-
mier Properties 

Open House are Sunday 1-4, 
unless otherwise marked

3E
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CORTILE t
Dynamic furnished model overlooks green.
Nearly 5,500 SF under air, interior and exterior 
fireplaces, wood flooring.
$4,650,000 | Dru Martinovich | 564-1266

PADOVA t
An extraordinary custom home featuring 9,171 
total SF, panoramic golf views and is also a 
certified Florida Green Home.
$5,250,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

IL CORSINI t
Custom 2-story 5 bedroom home. Fairway views. 
Stone flooring, 11-14’ ceilings. Summer kitchen, 
pool/spa. A Christie’s Great Estates Property.
$5,475,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

RAVELLO t
One-of-a-kind estate! Lake and golf views, 2-level 
cabana suite, 2 wine cellars, media room and 
garage parking for 7 cars.
$7,500,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

IL TREBBIO t
Four bedroom plus den with luxurious attention 
to detail, open floor plan, and tantalizing outdoor 
living area. A Christie’s Great Estates Property.
$3,750,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

OPEN SUN. 1-4

IL TREBBIO t
16041 Trebbio Way - This 4 bedroom plus den home 
features stone flooring, columns, fireplaces and 
custom finishes. A Christie’s Great Estates Property. 
$3,775,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

PADOVA t
Gracious 4 bedroom plus den furnished home 
with 7,015 total SF. Stone detail, marble flooring, 
pool, spa and fireplace.
$3,795,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

MARCELLO t
Elegant 2-story, 5 bedroom plus den home. 
Outdoor kitchen, pool and spa overlooking golf. 
Impeccably decorated.
$4,395,000 | Dru Martinovich | 564-1266

MARCELLO t
Custom-built 4 bedroom plus den with oversized 
bedrooms and large bathrooms for each guest 
suite. Lanai with summer kitchen.
$2,997,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

VERONA t
Beautiful 4 bedroom custom-built home overlooks 
preserve. Family room, den/study, fireplace. Pool 
and outdoor fireplace.
$3,195,000 | Dru Martinovich | 564-1266

OPEN SUN. 1-4

RAVELLO t
14915 Celle Way - Residence with 4 bedrooms 
plus study, 5.5 baths. Loggia with summer kitchen 
and fireplace. A Christie’s Great Estates Property. 
$3,499,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

PADOVA t
Comfortable elegance in this 4 bedroom plus den, 
4.5 bath estate home with volume ceilings and 
marble flooring. Pool/spa.
$3,499,999 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

AMARONE t
Brand new custom 4 bedroom plus study home 
built to take advantage of a long lake view. 
Contemporary pool. Furnished.
$2,750,000 | Dru Martinovich | 564-1266

IL TREBBIO t
Magnificent estate home on a 3/4 acre golf-
view lot. Spacious with 4 bedrooms plus den. 
Reasonable offers considered.
$2,880,000 | Thomas Gasbarro | 404-4883

IL TREBBIO t
Tuscan-style 4 bedroom home with stone flooring, 
loft and stone fireplace. Pool/spa overlooking the 
golf course. Furnished.
$2,995,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

VERONA t
Stunning 4 bedroom plus den, 4.5 bath home has 
private and protected preserve views. Private pool, 
luxurious master suite.
$2,995,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

BELLEZZA t
Capri II plan overlooks fairway. Oversized site, 
expanded pool/spa area. Interior by Collins & 
Dupont. Furnished.
$1,800,000 | Dru Martinovich | 564-1266

AMARONE t
Furnished model home with over 3,800 SF, 
4 bedrooms plus a study. Situated on a lake. 
Outdoor grill area on the lanai.
$2,395,000 | Dru Martinovich | 564-1266

AMARONE t
Long lake view. Upscale finishes include stone 
floors, granite countertops, extensive crown 
mouldings and built-ins.
$2,400,000 | Dru Martinovich | 564-1266

CELLINI t
Furnished by Robb & Stucky. Custom Harbourside 
home with 4 bedrooms plus a study, covered lanai 
and architectural details.
$2,695,000 | Dru Martinovich | 564-1266

OPEN SUN. 1-4

MILAN t
15429 Milan Way - Custom-built three bedroom 
plus den, three and one-half bath villa. A tropical 
screened outdoor living area and loggia.
$1,750,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

OPEN SUN. 1-4

CELEBRITA t
16465 Celebrita Court - Former model home 
by Frey & Sons. Upgrades abound with flooring, 
mouldings, millwork and painted finishes. Pool/spa.
$1,750,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

OPEN SUN. 1-4

FELICITA t
16496 Felicita Court - Wonderful lakefront home 
with southern exposure. Floor-to-ceiling sliders 
open to pool/spa and outdoor kitchen. 
$1,699,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

OPEN SUN. 1-4

VILLALAGO t
18061 Lagos Way - Beautifully appointed villa 
home with gated courtyard. Soaring ceilings and 
open floor plan. Custom cherry cabinetry. 
$1,325,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

MONTEROSSO t
Five-star view! Golf, lake and fountain view from 
upstairs corner 3 bedroom, den, 3 bath residence. 
Neutral color palette.
$795,000 | Roxanne Jeske | 450-5210

BRENDISI t
Beautifully furnished former model with granite 
counters, stainless appliances, large tile on the 
diagonal, and faux finishing.
$899,000 | Jane Darling/Sharon Kiptyk | 777-3899

OPEN SUN. 1-4

VILLALAGO t
18081 Lagos Way - This 3 bedroom villa features 
a 3-car side entry garage, granite counters, 
volume ceilings and crown moulding. Pool/spa. 
$999,000 | Judy Stead | 273-3438

VILLORESI t
Views beyond open salt water pool/spa. 
Professional decor, integrated sound system, 
home generator and A/C garage.
NOW $1,295,000 | Mitch/Sandi Williams | 370-8879

REDUCED

 Single Family Homes

IL TREBBIO 16017 Trebbio Way
Former Landmark model with 70-foot lanai, golf views. Wine room, 
study, media room,and billiard room. Furnished.
$4,495,000 | Dru Martinovich | 564-1266

NEW LISTING

 Condominiums/Villas

VILLORESI 15628 Villoresi Way
This Mediterranean-style 3 bedroom, 3.5 bath villa is open to glistening 
lake and outdoor spaces. Decorator finished.
$1,595,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

 VILLORESI 15746 Villoresi Way
Tropical setting with screened pool, summer kitchen and outdoor bar. 
Three bedrooms, 3 baths and over 2,400 SF of living area.

$1,297,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

OPEN SUN. 1-4

VILLALAGO 18051 Lagos Way
Decorated 3 bedroom plus den, 3.5 bath villa-style home. Protected 
preserve views on 3 sides. Fountain, pool, and spillover spa.

$1,289,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

PORTA VECCHIO I 16995 Porta Vecchio Way #201
Dramatic lake and golf course views. Elevator and exquisite finishes. 
Furnished 3 bedroom plus den residence.
$799,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

MONTEROSSO II 15513 Monterosso Lane #102
Views of glistening lake. Open plan, tile flooring and a vibrant color 
palette. Spacious master has lake views.
$729,900 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

BRENDISI 29110 Brendisi Way #4102
Three bedroom plus den, 3 bath low-rise residence with views of lake 
and preserve, custom-built shutters and crown moulding.
$619,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

 Lots 

VERONA 16987 Verona Lane
Privacy plus serenity is afforded on this lot, which overlooks a lake and 
a natural preserve. $695,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

VERONA 16984 Verona Lane
Choose from one of Mediterra’s approved builders to build your dream 
home with private and serene preserve views.
$599,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

MARCELLO 29171 Marcello Way
Build the home of your dreams in this beautiful Marcello neighborhood. 
This lot features preserve and lake views.
$595,000 | Angie White | 821-6722

SERATA 28022 Castellano Way
West of Livingston Road with southwest exposure over lake to preserve. 
Build the home of your dreams on this great site.
$595,000 | Dru Martinovich | 564-1266

IL TREBBIO 16044 Trebbio Way
This estate size site sits at the end of a cul-de-sac with golf course 
views. 156’x 200’ x 125’ x 252’.
$499,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

 Condominiums/Villas

MILAN t
Panoramic fairway views. Stunning three bedroom 
plus den with 5,036 total SF. Outdoor living, pool, 
spa and summer kitchen.
$1,699,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

BELLEZZA t
Unparalleled golf views from this luxurious four 
bedroom plus den villa. State-of-the-art kitchen and 
beamed ceilings.
$2,350,000 | Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell | 213-7420

AMARONE t
Four bedroom plus den with natural light and lake 
view to preserve. Custom-designed and furnished 
by an interior designer.
$1,975,000 | Dru Martinovich | 564-1266

AMARONE t
Four bedroom plus den with oversized lanai, 
fireplace, chiseled edge stone flooring and granite. 
Lake to preserve views.
$2,195,000 | Dru Martinovich | 564-1266

 Lots 



Offered by Grey Oaks Realty, Inc., a licensed real estate broker. Prices, features and availability subject to change without notice. Broker participation encouraged.
ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECT STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS BY THE DEVELOPER, 

MAKE REFERENCE TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTE, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE.

Luxury residences from the $700’s to over $7 million.
239.262.5557 • www.greyoaks.com • Airport Pulling Road, north of Golden Gate Parkway in the heart of Naples • 800.294.2426

ACQUISITION READY

Terra Verde
Luxury coach home with a beautiful garden setting 

• 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, screened lanai with an elevator, 
offered furnished • Private driveway, close proximity 

to Terra Verde’s tropical pool and spa
Priced at $899,000 furnished

Capistrano
Spectacular 2 story 4 bedroom villa with unobstructed 
lake to golf course view • Classic Mediterranean-style 
architecture with decorative pre-cast concrete columns 
and detailing • Charming courtyard entry with elegant

Mahogany entry door • Formal dining and living room
with 24 ft. detailed ceiling plan • Expansive family 

room with detailed ceiling • Prior model
Priced at $2,500,000 furnished

The Venezia
Enjoy breathtaking sunsets from this elegant 4 bedrooms

plus den, 4 and one half bath detached villa 
• Only one available in the desired Venezia neighborhood
• Water & double fairway view • Double crown moldings,
12” baseboards, marble flooring, steam shower in the mas-

ter bath, outdoor kitchen, and marble pavers on Lanai
Priced at $2,395,000 furnished

3 Bedrooms, 3 and one half baths, Mediterranean style
villa • Mahogany door entry leads to dramatic 14-foot
high oval foyer with view of pool & lanai • Living areas

feature pocketing walls of glass, double crown moldings,
and 12-inch baseboards • Butler’s pantry between 
dining room and kitchen • Neighborhood features

Mediterranean fountains, cobblestone 
brick streets and driveways

Priced at $1,239,000 furniture neg.

Avila

Terra Verde
This Spacious Mediterranean coach home has 3 bedrooms

and 3 bathrooms • European style cabinets and granite
counter tops are found in this beautifully furnished home

• The family room and living room open to a screened
lanai from this location you will enjoy a view of 

the first fairway of the tropical Palm course
Priced at $829,000 furnished

Elegant coach home with a lovely lake view built by
Landmark Development • Priced without a Grey Oaks 

equity golf membership • With equity golf membership,
$1,079,900 • Majestic 9 ft. mahogany entry door 

•12-inch baseboards, crown moldings and 
gourmet kitchen with natural gas cook-top

Priced at $799,900

Traditions Homesite
Cul-de-sac homesite with Southern exposure; great view 

of 8th fairway on Pine Golf Course in Grey Oaks 
right in the heart of Naples • Just under .7 acres 

• Build your dream home
Priced at $995,000

Homesite
Located in the heart of Grey Oaks, quiet and secluded,

this lovely homesite with Southeast exposure is a 
rare find • Choose from six approved builders 

to make your dream home a reality
Priced at $750,000

Terra Verde
This exceptional coach home is located on a fabulous water

& golf view • 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, professionally 
decorated, all new granite counter tops, cove moldings,

stereo speakers throughout, wireless network & high speed
internet • This home includes a separate Cabana with bath

overlooking the tropical pool at Terra Verde
Priced at $975,000 furnished

Elegant 5,002 sq. ft. Mediterranean-style villa 
• 4 bedrooms plus study, 4 and 1 half baths 

• 2 story ceiling in foyer • Dramatic staircase to 
2nd floor • Custom wood cabinetry with granite 
countertops • Top-of-the-line professional series 
appliances • Built by Landmark Development 

Priced at $2,895,000 furnished

The Miramonte C
Mediterranean-style home built by Landmark Development

• 4 Bedrooms plus study and loft • 4 and 1 half baths
• Dramatic staircase in foyer • Top-of-the-line 

professional series appliances • Stone tile floors 
and designer carpeting • 4,922 sq.ft.

Priced at $2,195,000 furnished

The Torino C

Model Open

Estate model home by Gulfshore Homes 
• 4 bedrooms, 4 full and 2 half baths • 2nd floor

media/game room situated on .82 acre homesite 
• Luxuriously appointed, extensive ceiling details, dramatic

front entry • Interior by Decorators Unlimited 
• Architecturally designed pool and spa, 

outdoor kitchen and fireplace
Priced at $5,550,000 furnished

The Verona

View to the South, Southwest & Southeast of the Pine
golf course! • 3 bedrooms, 4 baths, plus den home with

mitered windows • Oversized lanai, gorgeous tropical
landscaping and updated appliances, air conditioner 

and more• $100,000 allowance available 
for upgrading at closing! Limited time offer

Priced at $1,875,000 furniture neg.

Enjoy serene sunsets and a stunning view of the 18th hole
of the Palm Golf Course in this charming Mediterranean

villa • This home features a beautiful mahogany entry
door and a tropical screened pool and lanai 

• Relax in this 3 bedroom and 3 one half bath home 
and enjoy the European charm of Avila

Priced at $1,295,000 furnished

Mediterranean 3 bedroom villa with private screened 
outdoor spa in a tropical setting • Southern exposure, 

volume ceilings and close to the clubhouse • Many
upgrades and beautifully furnished • There’s even 
room in the garage for your own private golf cart

Priced at $1,175,000 furnished

The Estates

Avila Avila

Model Open

Model Open

New Listing
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“Another Night 

Before Christmas” 

plays Dec. 12-21.

>>inside:

C4

Santa?

The ultimate Mr. Bean
Seven-disc collection is a must-have
for fans of the lovable, bumbling
British dweeb. C13 

WEEK 
at-a-glance

‘M’ stands for...
A marvelous, memorable meal at the 
former Maxwell’s, now M Waterfront 
Grille. C23 

I am frankly obsessive when it 
comes to listening to the same CD 
over and over  — sometimes for days 
(or even weeks) on end. Why? Be-
cause, if I like a particular recording, 
or a specific track by a specific per-
former, it gives me great pleasure to 
hear it so often it virtually becomes 
integrated into my soul.

I’m not suggesting that, should you 
make a gift of a CD from my list of 
recommendations, the person who 
receives it will become obsessed. 
I am suggesting, however, that the 
right CD or DVD can turn out to be 
one of its lucky recipient’s favorite 
gifts — not just now, but for years to 
come.

Even though my list is weighted 
in a decidedly classical vein, by no 
means are my favorites limited to 
that genre.

To the contrary. Take, for example, 
my first pick.

1. Anything by deviationsPROJECT 
recorded on Neurodisc Records is 
sure to please. I found this exciting 
new group a few months ago quite 
by accident when I meandered into 
the music section at Barnes & Noble 
(a favorite haunt) and heard this 
phenomenal sound. It was “Ivory 
Bow,” deviationsPROJECT’s first CD. 
It’s drop-dead delicious, a collection 
of great arrangements played by 
two enormously talented guys (an 
electrified violin and a host of sounds 
from a keyboard and percussion). My 
favorites on this CD: “Pavanorama 
(Pavane),” “Celtic Rock’ “Big Bad 
Bumble,” “Edelweiss,” “Flight of the 
Crimson Queen” and the ethereal 
title song, “Ivory Bow.” (If you want 
to make a gift of holiday music, “Ad-
este Fidelis,” the group’s third CD, 
consists of beautiful arrangements of 
classic Christmas music. But, if you 
can buy just one CD, make it “Ivory 
Bow.”)

2. New age recorder musician Da-
vid Young has a host of CDs to love, 
but right now I’m hooked on “Sacred 
Love Songs” produced by Universe 
Music. If you’re buying for a ’60s 
kind of person, check out Young’s 
CD entitled “The Best of Bread.” And

SEE GIFTS, C14 & 15 

Music to their 
ears: Gifts of 
CDs please 
giver, receiver
BY PEG GOLDBERG LONGSTRETH______________________  
plongstreth@fl oridaweekly.com

UNUSUAL TWIST
ON A CLASSIC

 US WITH THE
TRUE SPIRIT OF

CHRISTMAS

RECONNECTS

New York actor Brian Gon-
zales always thought it’d be 
intriguing to play Santa — “or, 
if nothing else, someone who 
thinks he’s Santa.” Either way, 
he says, “it’s a fascinating char-
acter.”

Mr. Gonzales portrays Santa 
— or someone who thinks he 
is — in “Another Night Before 
Christmas,” the Gulfshore 
Playhouse production running 
Dec. 12-21 at the Norris Center 
downtown.

The two-person musical 
tells the story of The Guy (Mr. 
Gonzales), a homeless man 
who invades the Boston apart-
ment of Karol (Ashley Puckett 
Gonzales, Mr. Gonzales’ wife), 
a disgruntled social worker 
who hates the holidays and 
thinks they’re phony.

“We have pain and suf-
fering in our world, and I’m 
going to spend a bunch of 
money on gifts that I can’t 
afford,” says Ms. Gonzales, 
echoing her character. “She 
feels like Christmas doesn’t 
apply to her, and people are

BY NANCY STETSON

nstetson@fl oridaweekly.com

SEE SANTA, C4 

Move now for tickets
‘Movin’ Out’ is just one of the shows 
coming soon to the Phil. See our
entertainment calendar for details. C6&7 
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CHEF’S
Market dates

• Dec. 17th • Jan. 7th & 21st 
• Feb. 4th & 18th

 • March 4th & 18th • Apr. 1st & 15th
3pm-7pm 

Restaurants & Shops at Bayfront Place

Call 239.289.0218 or 
gina@stoneyssteakhouse.com
for more information

VENDORS WANTED

• A FREE COMMUNITY EVENT •
Featuring over 20 vendors with local produce, fresh breads & 
pastries,cheeses, handmade soaps, plants and more.  A Chef  
demonstration featuring a local chef  using products from the 

vendors will take place on the plaza. 
Live Music.  Come to shop, stay for dinner.

Roys • Chrissy’s Wildside Cafe • The Jonathan 
Green Collection • The Weatherburn Gallery 
• Jennings of  Naples • Blue Diamond • Bayfront 
Fine Arts Gallery

• M A R K E T •
a t  B a y f r o n t

Bayfront Place-Where Goodlette Frank meets 41 in downtown Naples.

                 Contact Artis
    >>Send your dating tips, questions, and 
disasters to: sandydays@floridaweekly.com

During my university years, I had 
a burning passion for feminist 
propaganda. I papered my dorm 

room with posters from the women’s 
movement. Slogans like “A woman 
without a man is like a fish without a 
bicycle” shouted from my walls. (And I 
wondered why I couldn’t get a date.) 

In 1998, my freshmen year, the Amer-
ican drug maker Pfizer introduced the 
world to the little blue pill known as 
Viagra. On its own, this news did noth-
ing to ruffle my feminist feathers. What 
did get me going, however, was the fact 
that within weeks of its release, more 
than half of Viagra prescriptions were 
covered by health insurance. Birth con-
trol, however, was still largely an out-
of-pocket expense. How was it that 
men could get a handout in a less-than-
critical situation, but my girlfriends 
and I had to shell out $30 a month for a 
necessary preventative?

When the school newspaper ran an 
article on the Viagra vs. birth control 
debate, a beefy junior from the crew 
team wrote an editorial in response. 
If women were afraid of getting preg-
nant, he said, they shouldn’t have sex. 

But all those guys requested Viagra? 
A justifiable insurance expense. My 
blood boiled. I searched him out in 
the campus directory and fired off a 
scathing Email. “Just like a man,” the 
subject line read, and it only got worse 
from there.

Thankfully, in the last 10 years many 
insurance companies have expanded 
their coverage to include birth con-
trol. In that time, Viagra, too, has 
enjoyed its own expansion.

More than 35 million men in 120 
countries have used the erectile dys-
function drug. In 1999, the word 
“Viagra” made it into the Oxford 
English Dictionary. Now, doc-
tors in Mexico are handing out 
the drug free of charge to men 
over 70, and Pfizer applied to 
sell Viagra over-the-counter in 
Europe.

Since 1998, I’ve also come a 
long way. Those fem-nazi post-
ers have been collecting dust in 
storage for years.

But Viagra still manages to get 
under my skin. Here’s why: In 
1998, drug maker Pfizer claimed 
to be competing with three other 
top pharmaceutical companies to 
release an “orgasm pill” for post-
menopausal women. Set to launch 
in the year 2000, the pill had already 
received favorable results from a 500-
woman test trial in Europe. 

It’s nearly 2009. Where’s that pill?
Procter & Gamble has come the clos-

est. The pharmaceutical giant devel-
oped Intrinsa, a steady-release testos-
terone patch intended to increase sex 
drive in women over 50. In 2004, P&G 
applied for FDA approval for the 
patch. Four years later, though avail-

able in Europe, Intrinsa is still in 
limbo with the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration.

And Viagra? The blue pill took 
just six months to get approved.

It infuriates me that we’re up 
to the same old tricks when it 
comes to women’s sexuality 
and health care. If millions of 

research and development can 
be invested in the male libido, 
why are women (pardon the 

pun) getting the shaft? It’s bad 
enough that ladies so often get 
the short end of the stick in the 
bedroom, but do we have to 

take it from the medical industry 
as well? Maybe I should resurrect 
those posters after all. ■

SANDY DAYS, SALTY NIGHTS
Just like a man
ArtisHENDERSON
sandydays@floridaweekly.com

“If millions of research and development can 
be invested in the male libido, why are women 

(pardon the pun) getting the shaft?”
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cheers

gifts!RealTO

Jason’s Deli is ready to
help you entertain, add
something special to a meal,
deliver ‘deli’cious gifts and
thank the staff with real
quality and value.

Cape Coral 239-458-8700
Fort Myers 239-590-9994

Naples 239-593-9499
Now Open! Port Charlotte 941-235-3354

jasonsdeli.com

$10 OFF
your catering order over $100

or

$5 OFF
your catering order over $50

Offer cannot be combined with any other discount.
NO CASH VALUE. Must present coupon upon

delivery, pick up or at time of order. Order online
and mention this ad in special instructions. Expires

12/31/2008.

Sampler Tray
A party-perfect combination of croissant
party sandwiches, party pinwheels,
cubed cheese and fresh fruit.
$60 serves 8-10

House-Baked Cookies by the Dozen
Your choice: Chocolate Chip or
Cranberry Walnut Oatmeal
$10.99



foolish for celebrating it — even though 
deep down she really wants to be a part 
of it. She doesn’t know how to be.”

Early in the play, Karol meets The 
Guy on the street and gives him her left-
over dinner from the office Christmas 
party. A little later, on Christmas Eve, 
The Guy climbs down from the roof and 
enters Karol’s apartment through the 
open doors on her balcony.

Is he dangerous? Or is he Santa?
“This particular take on Santa — or 

no-Santa, as he may be — is very irrev-
erent,” Mr. Gonzales says. “There are 
lots of different layers, because he is 
trying to keep Karol on her toes. So it’s 
not your typical walk in and talk like 
this,” he says, switching to a jolly, ho-
ho-ho Santa voice.

Though odd and off-putting, his char-
acter isn’t menacing.

“He’s in several different directions 
all at once,” Mr. Gonzales says. “There 
is definitely a sense of mystery and 
unpredictability to him.”

Portraying his character is a balanc-
ing act, Mr. Gonzales says: He doesn’t 
want the intruder to come across as a 
serial killer, not does he want him to 
appear overly friendly toward Karol.

But he does, indeed, care about her. 
“He wants to get her back into the spirit 
of Christmas,” Mr. Gonzales says. “We 
even go into the idea that he says, ‘I’m 
sorry, I’m taken: Mrs. Claus.’”

A Florida first
This production of “Another Night 

Before Christmas” is a Florida premiere. 
It’s also the second musical within a 
year written by the same couple, Sean 
Grennan and Leah Okimoto. The two 
wrote “Married Alive!” which the Play-
house put on in the spring and which 
was a Florida premiere as well.

“When I decided to do ‘Married Alive!’ 
they were producing it in Chicago at 
the Mariott Lincolnshire, a year ago 
August,” says Kristen Coury, Playhouse 
founder and producing artistic direc-
tor. When she went up to see “Married 
Alive!” the writers were working on 
their new Christmas musical. Ms. Coury 
heard a reading and was interested from 
the very beginning.

“I love being able to foster and 
encourage new work,” she says. “I think 
it’s fresh. The music is today’s style, 

pop/show music.”
And despite working with it daily and 

knowing it inside out, “Another Night 
Before Christmas” still packs an emo-
tional wallop for her.

“I’m a jaded theatergoer,” she says. “If 
something can make me cry at the read-
ing stage, it’s really worth producing, in 
my mind.  And even now, in rehearsals, 
when I get to the end, my stage manager 
and I have a little tear in our eyes.

“It’s just nice to find something where 
you can say you laughed and you cried, 
and it’s a musical to boot. It packs a 
good punch, I think.”

The music is everything from Motown 
to pop, with musical direction and 
accompaniment by Justin Hatchimonji, 
who served as assistant musical director 
for workshop productions of a revival of 
Cole Porter’s “Can Can” and “Catch Me 
If You Can,” a new musical with music 
and lyrics by “Hairspray” authors Marc 
Shaiman and Scott Wittman.

The action includes some references 
to the play’s original inspiration, Clem-
ent Moore’s classic poem, “A Visit from 
St. Nicholas,” more popularly known as 
“The Night Before Christmas.”

“It is a great way to evoke that,” Ms. 
Coury says. “It’s a new telling of an old 
tale.”

Acting together
Ten days before opening night, the 

actor originally playing The Guy had to 
bow out for health reasons. Ms. Coury 
considered a number of actors, and 
wound up hiring Mr. Gonzales. He flew 
in from New York and gamely jumped 
into the rehearsal process.

“I couldn’t pass up the opportunity 
to spend three weeks with my wife in 
Florida doing a great show,” he says. “So 
here I am.”

Unlike some of their married friends 
who have pacts not to act together, 
the Gonzales welcome it. They’ve 
appeared together in musicals 
and in one play. “We actually 
find that it really keeps us 
healthy to work with each 
other,” he says.

It’s especially nice 
to be in a show with 
a happy ending this 
time, he adds.

When the two 
were first engaged, 
they performed in 
“Sunday in the Park 
With George.”

“It was one 
of the thrills of 
my life, but we 

broke up every night on stage,” he says. 
“It was kind of like: ‘We need to go home 
and have pancakes and make up.’”

So this is a positive experience for 
the couple.

“It’s just such a joy sharing the Christ-
mas spirit,” he says. “Because my wife 
and I, we love our Christmas specials, 
and we love putting our tree up and 
decorating. And as silly as it sounds, we 
even have Santa costumes for our dogs.

“We’re Christmas people, holiday 
people. So to get to share a fun Christ-
mas show together that we really love, 
and in this setting, is quite a Christmas 
present.”

Mr. Gonzales has performed on 
Broadway in “The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee.” His wife, in addi-
tion to stage acting, does voiceovers; 
she plays a recurring character on a 
show called “Kodocha,” as the voice of 
Miss Mitsuya, and she’s done various 
voices on “Case Closed.”

Ms. Coury is looking forward to start-
ing the Gulfshore Playhouse season with 
“Another Night Before Christmas.”

“In reality, there aren’t that many 
Christmas shows,” she says. “You think 
there’d be dozens or hundreds, but we 
really see ‘A Christmas Carol’ and ‘Nut-
cracker’ over and over again.

“(“Another Night Before Christmas”) 
is fresh and funny. It’s not the same 

story. It’s a new show for a new 
m i l l e n n i -

um.” ■
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SANTA
From page 1

28301 South Tamiami Trail  Bonita Springs  239-947-4899

FULL SERVICE AUTO WASH    COMPLETE AUTO DETAILING  SELF-SERVICE WASH STALLS ALSO AVAILABLE

Customer Appreciation Day is Saturday with *free Hamburgers from Johnny Malloy’s Sports Pub while you wait!

*Limit 1 per customer

“It’s just nice to fi nd something where you can say you 
laughed and you cried, and it’s a musical to boot.” 

   – Kristen Coury, producing artistic director

>>What: “Another Night Before Christmas”
>>Where: Norris Cultural Center, 755 8th Avenue 
South, Naples
>>When: Dec. 12-21
>>Cost: $30 to $45 ($10 rush tickets one hour 
before curtain, if available)
>>Info: (866) 811-4111 or www.gulfshoreplay-
house.org

If you go
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THE MUSIC GOURMET

What other pearls might the 
tragically short-lived Men-
delssohn have created if he 

had more time to compose before he 
collapsed and died when he was only 
38? I was reflecting on that when I 
entered the Phil last Thursday eve-
ning, hoping to find myself lost in yet 
another brilliant performance of Men-
delssohn’s immortal “Violin Concerto 
in E Minor.”
I lost count a long time ago at how many 

of the “greats” I have heard perform it, 
whether live or on recordings. My first 
recollection of the concerto was as a 
child, clapping my hands with glee when 
my father brought home a very special 
treat: Heifitz’ recording of the concerto. 
Listening to it at least weekly, followed 
by my father telling me one of his magi-
cal bedtime stories, is firmly entrenched 
as one of my best memories.
When you consider that such contem-

porary greats as Itzhak Perelman, Josh-
ua Bell and Nadja Salerno-Sonnenberg 
have performed and recorded it, they 
become the benchmark against whom 
I cannot help but measure any subse-
quent performance by a rising star.
And young Danielle Belen Nesmith is 

most assuredly that: a rising star.
A recent graduate of the University of 

Southern California’s Thornton School 
of Music and the Colburn Conservatory 
of Music in Los Angeles, she already 
is performing to raves with a number 
of major symphonies coast to coast. 
Chamber music aficionados are also 
singing her praises.

And Neapolitans? They didn’t hesitate 
to give Nesmith a standing ovation when 
her nearly great performance of the 
almost 30-minute concerto was finished.
Not to be nit-picky, however, because 

anyone (particularly if they’re nervous, 
which I thought she clearly was) can 
slightly over- or under-shoot a note in 
a cadenza, or release a note too quick-
ly. The glitch that concerned me was 
something I’d never heard any other 
performer do: The back of her bow 
accidentally hit the side of her violin, 
causing a loud pop, like two wooden 
blocks being struck together.
And so it was, much as I liked the sel-

dom performed “Nobilissima Visione: 
Suite” by Paul Hindemith, which 
opened the evening and was beautifully 
performed by the Naples Philharmonic 
Orchestra, it was the third selection, 
Mendelssohn’s “Symphony No. 5 in D 
Major,” that was not only the prizewin-
ner, but proved to be the truly fortu-
itous selection of the program.
Why do I say “fortuitous?”
Because what are the odds that this sym-

phony, selected as part of the program 
months ago, would be Mendelssohn’s 
“Reformation” symphony, the melody 
line and lyrics of which Protestants 

Neapolitans applaud another rising star at the Phil
everywhere have adopted? I say this 
because the lyrics, not just the music, are 
so stirring, and at this dark and chaotic 
point in our history, should give us all 
pause and the possibility of hope.
The melody line, which would later 

become so familiar, began to present 
itself in the third (andante) movement. 
Lushly prayerful, with yet another fine 
performance by the flutes, oboes and 
bassoons, here came snippets of what 
we know today as the hymn, “A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God.” By the breathtak-
ingly fine fourth movement, everyone 
in the audience should have recognized 
the song we know today.
And yet, a number of people I spoke 

with following the concert said they did 
not recognize the hymn. I was shocked, 
and more than a bit saddened.
That said, I have included the words 

below. Given that Mendelssohn was 
a Jew (later raised as a Protestant by 
his parents to protect him from anti-
Semitism), and given that both Cha-
nukah and Christmas are upon us this 
month, could there be any better time 
to reflect upon these words and upon 
the possibility of hope in the midst of 
madness? If you watched Christiane 
Amanpour’s outstanding documentary, 
“Scream Bloody Murder” on CNN this 
past week, you should definitely under-
stand what I am talking about.  ■

Peg Goldberg Longstreth was trained 
as a classical musician. She owns Long-
streth-Goldberg Art Gallery in Naples. 

PegGOLDBERG LONGSTRETH 
plongstreth@floridaweekly.com
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Guard against the rising costs of long-term care and the 
uncertainties of today’s markets. 

At Bentley Village, you have a choice of refundable entrance fees. While
you enjoy the independent lifestyle our community offers—the 18-hole golf
course and clubhouses, the classically trained chef and the vibrant social
life—you know that the amount of your refund will not fluctuate. It’s just
another reason to explore a lifestyle that helps protect your assets.

Ask about our refundable entrance fee options. Call (239) 597-1121
today to learn more.

Tickets Just$10

WITH SPECIAL GUEST
KEN MEDEMA

and

The Village Church Choir

A Christmas

Celebration

THE VILLAGE CHURCH AT SHELL POINT
15100 SHELL POINT BLVD. • FT. MYERS, FL 33908

WWW. SH E L L PO I N T. O RG / V I L L AG E CHURCH

CALL (239) 454-2147 FOR TICKETS & INFO

Sunday, December 14, 2008
6:15pm

                                        

A MIGHTY FORTRESS 
IS OUR GOD
A mighty fortress is our God,
A bulwark never failing;
Our helper he amid the fl ood
Of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe
Doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great,
And armed with cruel hate;
On earth is not his equal.
 
And though this world, with 
devils fi lled,
Should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed
His truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim,
We tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure,
For lo, his doom is sure,
One little word shall fell him.
 
That word above all earthly 
powers,
No thanks to them, abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours,
Thru him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go,
This mortal life also;
The body they may kill;
God’s truth abideth still;
His kingdom is forever.
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WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO
 This week’s theater

■ Musical Comedy Murders 
- “The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940,” 
a comedy by John Bishop, presented by The 
Naples Players, is on stage through Dec. 
20 at the Sugden Community Theatre in 
Naples.  The hilarious play is not a musical, 
but a spoof of Hollywood film noir thrillers 
of the 1940s.  Performances are  in Blackburn 
Hall at 8 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday 
nights with a special performance at 2 p.m. 
Sundays. Tickets for the production are $30 
for adults and $10 for students; call the box 
office at  263-7990.

■ Gulfshore Playhouse - Gulfshore 
Playhouse opens its season with the Florida 
premiere of “Another Night Before Christ-
mas” Dec. 11 through Dec. 21 at the Norris 
Center in downtown Naples. The holiday 
musical by Sean Grennan and Leah Okim-
oto, creators of last spring’s 
Gulfshore Playhouse hit 

“Married Alive,” 
centers on disil-
lusioned Karol, 

who suffers 
from a lack of 

holiday spirit, and 
an intruder claiming to be 
Santa Claus. Is he just a 

burglar, or is he really the 
right jolly old elf determined to 

help her find the meaning of Christmas? For 
information about show times and tickets, 
call (866) 811-4111 or visit www.gulfshore-
playhouse.org. Regular tickets are $30; rush 
tickets are $10 one hour before each perfor-
mance, subject to availability.

■ White Christmas - The Broad-
way Palm Dinner Theatre in Fort Myers 
presents “Irving Berlin’s White Christmas”  
through Dec. 27. “White Christmas” is 
based on the movie classic made popular 
by Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye and Rose-
mary Clooney. It’s 1954 and two army 
buddies turned show biz partners fol-
low a duo of singing sisters to Vermont 
where the girls are scheduled to perform 
over Christmas. The Irving Berlin score 
includes “Happy Holidays,” “Sisters,” 
“Blue Skies,” and the title song, “White 
Christmas.” For reservations and show 
information, visit www.BroadwayPalm.
com, call 278-4422 or stop by the box 
office at 1380 Colonial Blvd.

■ Indian Blood - “Indian Blood,’’ by 
A.R. Gurney, runs at Florida Repertory 
Theatre through Dec. 21. The New York 
Times called “Indian Blood” a “snow globe 
for the stage,” a touchingly funny family 
portrait, and a perfect comedy for the holi-
day season. Call 332-4488 or go to www.
floridarep.org.

 This week’s symphony

■ Classical & Romantic Quin-
tets - Naples Philharmonic Center of the 
Arts presents “Classical & Romantic Quin-
tets’’ at 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 14. Beethoven 
and Schubert, who died months apart (and 
were buried side by side), bridged the Classi-
cal and Romantic periods in Western music. 
Beethoven wrote just one original quintet 
for two violas and Schubert wrote only one 
quintet for two cellos. Both of these great 
chamber works will be showcased in this 
program. For more information or to order 
tickets, contact customer service at 597-1900 
or toll-free at (800) 597-1900 or visit www.
thephil.org. 

■ Holiday Pops - Back by popu-
lar demand. 
Stuart Malina 
will lead the 
Naples Phil-
h a r m o n i c 
Orchestra 
in “Holi-
day Pops,” 
a stirring 
musical cel-
ebration of the 
season, at the 
Phi lharmonic 
Center for the Arts, 
Tuesday, Dec. 16, at 
8 p.m.; Thursday-
Sunday, Dec. 18-21, at 
8 p.m.; and Saturday, 
Dec. 20, at 2 p.m. Tick-
ets to Holiday Pops are 
$47 for adults and $22 for students. For 
more information or to order tickets, con-
tact customer service at 597-1900 or toll-free 
at (800) 597-1900 or visit www.thephil.org.

 Friday, Dec. 12

 Thursday, Dec. 11

■ Band concert - The Barron Col-
lier High School Band presents its 20th annual 
Christmas gift to the community at 7 p.m. The 
band will perform a concert of holiday music 
at the Cambier Park band shell in downtown 
Naples. Santa will be available for a chat with the 
little ones at 6:30 p.m. Baked goods, hot choco-
late and other refreshments will be available for 
sale. For more information, call 254-0124.

■ Dirty Rotten Scoundrels – The 
Naples Philharmonic Center of the Arts 
presents “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels’’ at 8 p.m. 
Based on the popular 1988 film, “Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels’’ centers on two con men living 

on the French Riviera – the 
suave and sophisticated 
Lawrence Jameson; and 

small-time crook Fred-
dy Benson. For more 
information or to order 

tickets, contact customer 
service at 597-1900 or 

toll-free at (800) 597-1900 
or visit www.thephil.org. 

 Wednesday, Dec. 17

■ An Evening With – The Art 
League of Bonita Springs hosts “An Eve-
ning With...” - “Suncoast Brass Quintet: 
Sensational Selections”  at the ALBS Cam-
pus - Outdoor Stage from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Join Jamie Marshall, Al Mitchell, Thomas 
Kracmer, Alan Klispie and Cindy Scaruffi-
Klispie for a selection of their favorite 
musical arrangements. These five accom-
plished musicians will entertain with 
favorites, both holiday and classics. For 
information, call 495-8989.

 Saturday, Dec. 13

■ Holiday concert - The SWFL  Gay 
and Lesbian Chorus will present its holiday 
concert  at 7:30 p.m. at the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church in  Naples at 6340 Napa 
Woods Way. Tickets are $18. For more 
information, call 691-2532 or visit www.
gaychorus.org

■ Classical & Romantic Quin-
tets - Naples Philharmonic Center of 
the Arts presents Classical & Romantic 
Quintets at 3 p.m. Beethoven and Schu-
bert, who died months apart (and were 
buried side by side), bridged the Clas-
sical and Romantic periods in Western 
music. Beethoven wrote just one original 
quintet for two violas and Schubert wrote 
only one quintet for two cellos. For more 
information or to order tickets, contact 
customer service at 597-1900 or toll-free at 
(800) 597-1900 or visit www.thephil.org. 

■ Boat parade - The Marine Indus-
tries Association of Collier County is hosting 
its annual Christmas boat parade at 6 p.m. 
The public is invited to watch as numer-
ous holiday-clad vessels from throughout 
Southwest Florida traverse the bay, with all 
the proceeds raised going to the Ricky King 
Fund. More details and an entry form are 
available at www.miacc.org.

■ Dirty Rotten Scoundrels – The 
Naples Philharmonic Center of the Arts 
presents “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels’’ at 
8 p.m. Based on the popular 1988 film, 

■ The Irish Tenors - Naples 
Philharmonic Center of the Arts pres-
ents The Irish Tenors at 8 p.m.  The 
Irish Tenors have thrilled audiences 
for nearly a decade with their gorgeous 
singing and Irish charm. Their eight 
bestselling CDs have brought them a 
huge and dedicated following and their 
unprecedented five PBS specials have 
taken them into homes and hearts all 
over the globe. For more information 
or to order tickets, contact customer 
service at 597-1900 or toll-free at (800) 
597-1900 or visit www.thephil.org. 

 Sunday, Dec. 14

■ Phoebe Snow - Phoebe Snow, who 
has been one of the most distinctive voices in 
popular music since the release of her self-
titled debut album in 1974, will perform at 
the Philharmonic Center at 8 p.m. Tickets to 
Phoebe Snow are $42. For more information 
or to order tickets, contact customer service 
at 597-1900 or toll-free at (800) 597-1900 or 
visit www.thephil.org.

■ Evening on Fifth - Enjoy and 
evening of music, shopping and dining on 
a world-class street at Evening on Fifth 
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. A tuba band plays 
Christmas carols in the Sugden Plaza 
while competing for the “best-dressed 
tuba” award. A variety of live entertain-
ment venues will be along the sidewalks 
of Fifth Avenue South.

Kids Jingle Bell Special 
Daytime Excursions from November 26 
Wed & Sat, 9:30 & 11:45, Sundays 1pm

Starting Nov 26    FUN & GAMES

“Death by Christmas”
Our 2008 Mystery Show

A HUMOROUS MYSTERY SHOW 

NEVER SEEN BEFORE!

$59-+tax (Saturdays $69-)

PLAN YOUR 
CHRISTMAS PARTY between

Nov 28 & Dec 24
GROUP DISCOUNTS
Ask for Gift Certificates

FULL SERVICE BAR 

THE ONLY NEW YEARS PARTY IN SW FLORIDA ON WHEELS
Take the Train, leave the driving to us, enjoy a mystery show. Relax with a 

5 Course Dinner and select Prime Rib, Salmon, or Breast of Chicken.
Complimentary CHAMPAGNE New Year’s Toast. Full Service Bar on Board 

Seven Hours Christmas Train 
& Boat Ride through Christmas decorated 
Canals with a 5 course Dinner on the Train

SEMINOLE GULF
RAILWAY

239-275-8487
www.semgulf.com

SEE SPECIAL
Jingle Bell

Advertisement
Or call for 

details

THIS YEAR - DO IT ON THE TRAIN !
4 CHOICES FOR A GOOD TIME:

(Dinner Trains always incl. 5 course Dinner prepared on the Train)

SAVE GAS
Let us do

the driving
3 1/2 hr

Round Trip

No fuel surcharge

$ 125- +tax

$71-+tax

JINGLE BELL SPECIAL

Wed & Sat 9:45 am & 12 noon
Sundays 1:30pm 

From November 26 to December 28

Child (3-12) $11.95
Adult  $19,95

Fort Myers
Colonial Blvd.

Near Metro

HOLIDAY PUNCH and SWEETS for everyone
Enjoy Games, and Crafts. Also reading of “The Polar Express”

SEMINOLE GULF RAILWAY
239-275-8487www.semgulf.com

KIDS
Ride a real 

TRAIN!

Daytime
Excursion

“Dirty Rotten Scoundrels’’ centers on 
two con men living on the French Rivi-
era – the suave and sophisticated Law-
rence Jameson; and small-time crook 
Freddy Benson. For more information 
or to order tickets, contact customer 
service at 597-1900 or toll-free at (800) 
597-1900 or visit www.thephil.org. 

■ Museum family day - The 
Naples Museum of Art will host a free-ad-
mission Family Day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The theme is “Holiday Treats and Sweets” 
and a number of special events relating to 
current exhibitions are planned. Included 
will be bilingual storytelling with Carrie 
Sue Ayvar, face painting with Cori Scheft, 
portrait sketches by artist Jason Weber, 
hands-on art activities, a fun-filled treasure 
hunt and more. All activities are free. The 
Naples Museum of Art is open Tuesday-
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday 
from noon to 4 p.m. The Naples Museum 
of Art is located at 5833 Pelican Bay Blvd. 
in Naples. For more information, call 597-
1900 or (800) 597-1900.

■ Ave Maria - Paul Todd, nationally 
acclaimed singer, composer and musi-
cian, will perform a Christmas Concert in 
Ave Maria’s Town Center from 1 to 3 p.m. 
The concert, which is open to the public 
free of charge, is open-air, and those 
attending should bring blankets or lawn 
chairs.  Refreshments will be available.
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COLLIER COUNTY MEDICAL AAESTHETIC  SERVICES
870 111th Ave. North, Suite 2, Naples, FL 34108

Ph: 239-566-1332   www.CollierCountyMedical.Com

Reduce the appearance of wrinkles, fine-lines and eye bags. Get rid of unwanted
hair. We offer Free Consultation. The physician will evaluate the condition of
your skin and determinewhat treatment is appropriate for you.

90  Minute Swashbuckling Show

www.PiecesOfEight.com

Holiday & Birthday 
Parties, Field Trips 
& Private Charters 

Available

Call for Schedule, 
Reservations 

Required

239-765-7272
2500 Main Street
Ft Myers Beach

Located at:

■ Movin’ Out - The Tony Award-
winning new musical conceived, choreo-
graphed and directed by Twyla Tharp 
and based on 24 classic songs by Billy Joel, 
plays in Naples at the Philharmonic Cen-
ter for the Arts Friday, Dec. 26 through 
Sunday, Dec. 28, and tickets are on sale 

now. For more information or to order 
tickets, contact customer service at 597-
1900 or toll-free at (800) 597-1900 or visit 
www.thephil.org. 

■ David Sandborn - Alto sax mas-
ter David Sanborn, who has played a key 
role in establishing the sound of contem-
porary jazz and instrumental pop over the 
past 35 years, will perform live with The 
David Sanborn Group at the Philharmonic 
Center on Monday, Dec. 29, at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $54. For more information or 
to order tickets, contact customer service 
at 597-1900 or toll-free at (800) 597-1900 
or visit www.thephil.org. 

■ New Year’s Bash - Celebrate 
the New Year with a spectacular Big Band 
Bash, featuring conductor Jack Everly and 
the Naples Philharmonic Orchestra, as 
part of the Philharmonic Center’s New 
Year’s Eve Gala, Wednesday, Dec. 31. 
A buffet reception at 7 p.m. will be fol-
lowed by the performance at 8 p.m. Join-
ing the orchestra for this unforgettable, 
fast-paced evening of music and fun will 
be Broadway singing star Judy McLane, 
acclaimed clarinetist Jon Manasse and the 
one-and-only Capitol Quartet saxophone 
ensemble. Tickets to the New Year’s Eve 
gala are $150. Ring in the New, a repeat of 
the New Year’s Eve performance, without 
the reception, will be presented Friday, 
Jan. 2, at 8 p.m. Tickets are $79. For more 
information or to order tickets, contact 
customer service at 597-1900 or toll-free at 
(800) 597-1900 or visit www.thephil.org. 

■ Robert Williamson - Bayfront, 
the Mediterranean-style plaza in down-

town Naples, will hold a free holiday 
concert on the plaza featuring Naples’ 
own Robert Williamson on Wednes-
day, Dec. 17. The concert will be held 
during the Chef’s Market at Bayfront. 
The market hours are 3 to 7 p.m. with 
Mr. Williamson performing from 5 to 
7 p.m. This traditional farmers market 
is a free community event and will 

continue through April. A variety of 
vendors will be offering fresh produce 
breads, pasta, cheeses, desserts and 
pastries, fair trade baskets, local-made 
soaps and candles, plants, fresh flowers 
and more. Each month a local chef will 
be selected to do food demonstrations 
using the vendors’ products on the 
plaza during the event. 

WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO
 Upcoming events

■ Student art - As is its fall tradition, 
the Naples Art Association presents an 
exhibition of works created by students 
ages 3 to 15 who participated in summer 
ARTScool classes at The von Liebig Art 
Center. During ARTScool, students learn 
about various forms of art, what can be 
used to create art and about the greatest 
artists in history. At the end of the session, 
some of most creative pieces are selected 
to go on to Naples City Hall. The show 
runs through Jan. 14 and greets visitors to 
City Hall at 735 Eighth Street South. To 
learn more about classes at The von Liebig 
Art Center, call Abigail Miles, 262-6517, 
ext. 110, or visit www.naplesart.org.

■ John Henry - Internationally 
acclaimed sculptor John Henry, known for 
his sky-high steel sculpture, will kick off 

his seven-city Florida exhibition, “Draw-
ing in Space: The Peninsula Project,” at the 
Naples Philharmonic Center for the Arts 
through Feb. 3. Incorporating new works 
as well as some of his most recognized 
pieces, the indoor and outdoor exhibition 
brings together his colorful, monumental 
works. For more information, visit www.
PeninsulaProject.com

■ NASA Art - The Art League of Bonita 
Springs presents “NASA Art: 50 Years of 
Exploration,” a Smithsonian Traveling Exhi-
bition, running through Jan. 24. More than 
200 NASA-commissioned artists experienced 
a behind-the-scenes look at the agency — the 
scientists, astronauts, and other personnel 
who shaped the missions and programs.  This 
fascinating look at our nation’s space program 
will appeal to all ages. Call 495-8989.

■ Andy Warhol - “Andy Warhol: 
Select Works” is the December exhibit 
at Art Modern Gallery at 751 12th Ave. 
S. The show features numerous works 
by the pioneer of the Pop Art movement 
of the late 1950s. Art Modern Gallery 
is open from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday. For more information, 
call 263-1137 or visit www.artmoderngal-
lery.com.

■ Boys of Summer - North Collier 
Regional Park showcases rarely pub-
lished photographs chronicling the “Boys 
of Summer” as seen through the lens of 
award-winning Brooklyn Dodgers’ pho-
tographer Barney Stein. The 32 black and 
white images feature Dodger greats Jack-
ie Robinson, Gil Hodges, Ralph Branca, 
and legendary batboy Charlie DiGiovan-

na. The “Brooklyn Dodgers Photographs 
of Barney Stein” exhibit runs through 
Feb. 1. 

■ Roberto Clemente - North 
Collier Regional Park will host “Beyond 
Baseball: The Life of Roberto Clemente,”   
through Dec. 27. For many baseball fans, 
Roberto Clemente was simply the greatest 
Latin American ballplayer ever to step out 
onto the diamond.  A right fielder for the 
Pittsburgh Pirates (1955-1972), Clemente 
earned 12 Gold Gloves, appeared in an 
equal number of All-Star games, won four 
National League batting titles, and was 
twice named the league’s MVP. Off the 
field, Roberto Clemente is remembered as 
a selfless humanitarian.   For more infor-
mation, please contact the Exhibit Hall at 
252-4060 or 252-4024.

   Ongoing events

Movin’ Out 
plays in 

Naples at the 
Philharmonic 

Dec. 26 through 
Dec. 28

David Sandborn live at The Phil Dec. 29
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All Suite Resort
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 code 1002

Maybe you haven’t spent much 
time, if any, contemplating the 
sex life of Glinda, the Good 

Witch from “The Wizard of Oz.”
But Eddie has.
Eddie is 16, and as is the case with all 

16-year-old boys, his hormones are going 
berserk.

So in the back of the room, in Latin 
class, he draws a picture of Glinda the 
Good Witch and Injun Joe from “Tom 
Sawyer.”

Both are naked.
And apparently, Injun Joe is also think-

ing of Glinda’s sex life — especially its 
immediate future — because he’s at full-
mast and ready for action.

Eddie’s classmates are amused by his 
drawing.

But his kiss-up cousin and nemesis, 
Lambert, sees it as an opportunity to get 
Eddie in trouble.

Eddie gets suspended from school.  
He blames the whole thing on his “Indi-

an blood.”  (His grandfather has told him 
that he’s part Seneca Indian.)

And so begins A.R. Gurney’s incredibly 
entertaining “Indian Blood,” playing at the 
Florida Repertory Theatre through Dec. 
20. The show enjoyed a run on Broadway 
in 2006 that was well-received; this is its 
southeastern premiere.

Producing Artistic Director Robert 
Cacioppo did well to choose this play for 
December.  

Though its action takes place prior to 
Christmas and on Christmas itself, it’s not 
a conventional holiday play.  It’s a play 
that just happens to take place at Christ-
mas.  It’s also a play blessedly devoid of 
any sickening sappiness or crass com-
mercialism.

It is, however, heart-warming, in the 
best, non-manipulative sense of the term.  
It’s also clever, richly layered, and chock-
full of dry humor.

Mr. Gurney’s known for his plays that 
examine the foibles of certain northeast-
ern, upper-class WASPs, and this play 
returns to that territory.  It also returns 
once again to Mr. Gurney’s native city of 
Buffalo, N.Y.; the action takes place there 
in 1946, when the city was beginning its 
decline.

“Indian Blood” tackles family relation-
ships, class differences and struggles, rec-

ognizing one’s selfhood, and dealing with 
transition and change, all while making 
you chuckle and laugh out loud.

It’s also a love letter to theater (with 
a tip of the hat mid-play to Thornton 
Wilder’s “Our Town,” which is mentioned 
by name.)  

“Indian Blood” incorporates a mini-
mal amount of props: chairs, and a piece 
of paper with the infamous drawing of 
Glinda the Good and Injun Joe.  Don’t let 
that dissuade you.  

The magic of theater takes over, and the 
minimalism works.  And sound designer 
Marc Hurst adds greatly to the effect with 
his accompanying sounds: the satisfying 
clink of ice cubes dropped into a glass, the 
soothing, consistent tempo of windshield 
wipers, the dull slide of chalk against a 
blackboard. 

Richard Crowell’s simple set design also 
demonstrates the adage that less is more: 
a series of progressively smaller frames 
or arches draw the eye into the center of 
the stage, creating an intimate space.  The 
set’s also anchored with a rectangular 
screen on the back wall, which works not 
only as a focal point, but displays vintage 
postcards and images. (“Howdy from Buf-
falo!”)  

Mr. Cacioppo has assembled an excel-
lent cast and directed them well; this 
ensemble of eight actors portrays 11 char-
acters.   (Other characters also appear in 
the play, but the audience has to imagine 
them.)

Daniel Benzing portrays Eddie as an 
endearing 16-year-old struggling to make 
sense of himself, his family, and the larger 
world outside.  He’s discovering his bur-
geoning sexuality, the opposite sex, and 
the intricate, confusing workings of family 
relationships.

Mr. Benzing gets the age exactly right, 
being careful not to overplay his role.  For 
example, his voice may crack or slip into 
a higher register on a word or two, but not 
so often that it becomes a cheap laugh or 
an easy shorthand.  

And watch his face when he’s interact-
ing with his grandparents, whether it’s 
his self-martyred terror of a grandmother 
(Ginny Brown Graham) or his kindly, 
wise grandfather (David S. Howard).  
Rarely have I seen such inter-generational 
tenderness displayed so well on stage 
before.

But Eddie is all-boy, and his constant 
fights and bickering with his cousin Lam-
bert (Patrick Simone) ring true, includ-
ing the name calling and taunting, the 
testosterone-fueled pushing and shoving.  
Mr. Simone portrays Lambert as insuf-

ferably antagonistic, the do-gooder who 
seems to go out of his way to make your 
life miserable.

Carrie Lund and Peter Thomasson 
play Eddie’s parents, Jane and Harvey, 
as an uneasy couple. Mr. Thomasson’s 
Harvey is high-strung, overly concerned 
about image and reputation.  His barely-
contained hysteria provides many of the 
evening’s laughs.  He’s so worried about 
what others think that he neglects to pay 
attention to his own wife’s needs.  In fact, 
a major source of contention between 
them is how he puts his own mother’s 
needs and desires above Jane’s.

Ms. Lund plays Jane as an intriguing 
mixture of sweet and sour.  Her scenes 
with Eddie are always sweet, as she tries 
to give him encouragement and help 
explain the world to him.  (Their scene of 
decorating the Christmas tree together is 
especially touching.)

But Jane’s “sourness” is the play’s con-
stant delight. Ms. Lund delivers her lines 
with a wonderfully dry wit, sometimes 
as droll asides that the audience must 
be quick to catch.  And her comfortable 
relationship with Harvey’s dad is nice to 
see; it’s as if the two have the same vision 
of the world and have come to a similar 
conclusion.  

Chris Clavelli plays double duty in 
“Indian Blood.”  Early on, he’s Mr. Kenyon, 
Eddie’s stuffy Latin teacher who takes him 
to task for his drawing.  Mr. Clavelli is 
stern and unforgiving, full of the weight 
of authority.  Later in the play, he’s Eddie’s 
Uncle Paul.  Something of a dandy, Uncle 
Paul is what was referred to in those times 
as “a confirmed bachelor.”  Mr. Clavelli 

plays him as slick and overly-polished, 
not a hair out of place.  The actor is barely 
recognizable in these two diverse roles.

And Jan Wikstrom skillfully portrays 
three different characters throughout the 
night: Mrs. Garver, a friend’s mom; Annie, 
his grandmother’s maid; and Mrs. Sta-
wicki, his grandfather’s secretary.  As the 
secretary, Ms. Wikstrom is sexuality on 
legs as she swivels on and off stage, her 
ample breasts leading, seeming to pull 
the rest of her along with them.  She has 
few lines, but her knowing smile at Eddie 
speaks volumes.  And she is beleaguered 
and humble as Annie, the much-put-upon 
maid.

“Indian Blood” reminds you of what 
theater is all about, what it can be when 
everything hits the right notes.   This is 
such an affectionately tender production 
that it is impossible not to love it. 

This play demonstrates that you don’t 
need multi-million dollar sets, special 
effects or Hollywood names.  

All you need is a good story, top-notch 
actors, and a director who knows what 
he’s doing.

And you will find yourself incredibly 
moved and perhaps even, transformed.  ■

>>What: “Indian Blood”
>>Where: The Florida Repertory Theatre, 2267 
Bay Street in the historic Arcade Theatre on Bay 
Street between Jackson and Hendry, downtown 
Fort Myers
>>When: through Dec. 21
>>Cost: $38, $34, $20
>>Info: Call 332-4488 or go to www.FloridaRep.org

If you go

ARTS COMMENTARY

NancySTETSON
nstetson@floridaweekly.com

‘Indian Blood’ is what theater is all about

Carrie Lund, Daniel Benzing and Peter Thomasson in “Indian Blood”
COURTESY PHOTO



FLORIDA WEEKLY   WEEK OF DECEMBER 11-17, 2008    A&E    C9

GIVING

The Community Foundation of Col-
lier County benefits from many vol-
unteers who serve on the Professional 
Advisors Council. The PAC is made up 
of attorneys, financial planners, accoun-
tants, insurance professionals and trust 
officers who share a commitment to 
philanthropy and an understanding of 
the benefits they can provide their cli-
ents through the Foundation.

Members meet quarterly to review 
what’s new at the Foundation and to 
exchange ideas about how we can 
improve our services for donors and the 
professionals who assist donors with 
their charitable planning. PAC members 
also serve as resources for the Founda-
tion when legal, accounting or financial 
questions arise. Many also offer their 

time by writing articles for the Founda-
tion and presenting educational semi-
nars to potential donors regarding the 
benefits of charitable giving. 

The Foundation views its relation-
ship with professional advisors as a piv-
otal element of our efforts to educate 
the public about the value and benefits 
of planned giving strategies and tax-
deferred charitable vehicles. This is 
the first in a four-part series of articles 
contributed by members of our Profes-
sional Advisors Council.

The black clouds have rolled into 
Southwest Florida; real-estate values, 
stock values and fed-
eral interest rates are 
low. But what is the sil-
ver lining behind these 
clouds?

The answer lies in 
the fact that the “perfect 
storm” exists for estate 
planning.

The IRS requires you 
to use the Applicable 
Federal Rate in calcu-
lating the gift tax con-
sequences on certain 
estate planning tech-
niques. The AFR was 
3.8 percent in October; 
this extremely low rate 
combined with dismal 
stock and real-estate values results in 
an enormous opportunity to freeze your 
estate at its current low value.

In essence, it might be time to consid-
er transferring all of the future appre-
ciation to your children/grandchildren 
and, yes, your favorite charities, if you 
so choose. This environment is ideal for 
the creation of Charitable Lead Trusts.

A CLT allows you to gift assets into 
a trust at today's low value. The initial 
or “lead” interest is paid out annually to 
a charity of your choice or your fund at 
the Community Foundation for either 
a predetermined number of years or 
for your lifetime. Ultimately, the assets 
of the CLT are passed on to your chil-
dren, grandchildren or other loved ones 

while paying a fraction of the gift tax on 
the transferred dollars. All of the appre-
ciation on the assets in the CLT trans-
fers free of gift and estate tax.  This will 
provide you with an effective income 
tax deduction on the amount passing to 

the charity.
This is a win/win/

lose transaction. The 
amount you currently 
give to charity can be 
funded via the CLT; 
the assets, along with 
the appreciation on the 
assets, will pass to your 
children and/or grand-
children; and the IRS 
will get a very short 
haircut on the transac-
tion. This technique can 
pass millions of dollars 
tax-free to your favor-
ite charities and your 
family.

Time is of the 
essence, so please talk to your tax advi-
sors before the rates escalate and the 
market rebounds.

For more information, contact Wil-
liam Franz at the Community Founda-
tion, 649-5000, or your professional 
advisor.

With assets of more than $61 million, 
the Community Foundation of Collier 
County manages more than 400 funds 
established by charitable individuals 
and organizations. Investment earnings 
on these funds are used to address com-
munity needs. Since 1985, the Founda-
tion has granted $30 million back to our 
community. For more information, call 
649-5000 or visit www.cfcollier.org.  ■

Part 1: Meet some members of 
the Professional Advisors Council

The silver lining in this perfect storm
BY EDWARD E. WOLLMAN, J.D., LL.M._____________________________
Board Certifi ed Wills, Trusts & Estates Lawyer
Wollman, Gehrke & Solomon

Celebrate a cool yule and get into
the holiday spirit with this sensational, all-new
concert for the whole family – featuring music that
captures the many moods of the holiday season.
Sing along when the Philharmonic Center Chorale
and Youth Chorale join the Orchestra to present
Winter Wonderland, Gloria!, Sleigh Ride, music
from Home Alone and many more holiday
favorites! And – Santa and Rudolph will make a
special appearance! Don’t miss this toe-tapping
good time!

Tuesday, December 16, 8 p.m.
Thursday-Sunday,
December 18-21, 8 p.m.

PLUS a special Saturday
Matinee, December 20, 2 p.m.
$47 adult, $22 student

The Philharmonic Youth Chorale
is generously underwritten by Mae S. Wood.

BUY TICKETS NOW! www.thephil.org
or call (800) 597-1900 or visit our Box Office at the

5833 Pelican Bay Boulevard, Naples, FL 34108-2740
On-site Box Office/phone hours: Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m.

HOLIDAY POPS!

Call today to make

your reservation

for Dinner at the

Dome, an exciting

dining experience

featuring entrée

buffet, soup, salad

and desserts!

Stuart Malina, conductor

NAPLES
PHILHARMONIC
ORCHESTRA

NAPLES
PHILHARMONIC
ORCHESTRA

PUZZLE ANSWERS

Wollman
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ALL SPECIALS ARE  Dine in only AND  Not valid with any other offers.

BREAKFAST  &  LUNCH Specials
REAL DEAL!The

BREAKFAST Mon-Sat 6:30 A.M. until 11 A.M.

LUNCH Mon-Sat 11 A.M. until 3 P.M.

BIG 9 FOR $3.99

STARTING AT $4.99

3 Eggs, 3 Bacon, 3 Pancakes

Full Rack of Mel’s Award winning

BABY BACK RIBS
FOR $9.99

Served with 

French Fries 

and Cole Slaw

FLORIDA WEEKLY PUZZLES
CROSSWORD

Place a number in the empty 
boxes in such a way that each 

row across, each column down 
and each small 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers 

from one to nine.

HOROSCOPES
■ SAGITTARIUS (Novem-

ber 22 to December 21) Your keen 
instincts are once more on high alert as 
you find yourself being pressured to make 
a quick decision about a certain matter. 
More facts come to light by week’s end.

■ CAPRICORN (December 22 
to January 19) An unexpected work-
place development could disrupt some 
family plans. A full explanation, however, 
averts domestic discord. A financial mat-
ter continues to need attention.

■ AQUARIUS (January 20 to 
February 18) Spend time away from 
distractions to reassess some recent 
moves that might not have worked out as 
you had hoped. What you learn could be 
invaluable for future decision-making.

■ PISCES (February 19 to 
March 20) A recent act of kindness is a 
reminder of how important your friends 
are to you. You might want to show your 
appreciation by hosting a special pre-
New Year’s party just for them.

■ ARIES (March 21 to April 
19) The arts are a strong part of the 
Arian aspect, with music becoming more 
dominant. An important decision looms 
as a longtime relationship takes an unex-
pected turn.

■ TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20) Surrounding yourself with beau-
tiful things helps restore the Taurean 
soul. Enjoy an art exhibit, for example. 
Or redecorate your personal space with 
something truly splendid.

■ GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
Some colleagues might try to talk you out 
of what they insist is a risk, but which you 

BY ANY OTHER NAME

SUDOKU
By Linda Thistle

Sponsored By:

★

★ Moderate    ★ ★ Challenging
★ ★ ★ Expert

SEE ANSWERS, C9SEE ANSWERS, C9 ©2007 King Features Synd., Inc. World rights reserved.©2007 King Features Synd., Inc. World rights reserved.

Puzzle Difficulty this week:

consider an opportunity. As usual, follow 
your own good sense when making your 
decision.

■ CANCER (June 21 to July 22) 
A workplace change you might have wor-
ried about soon proves to be highly favor-
able for the clever Crab who is ready 
to take advantage of new opportunities 
opening up.

■ LEO (July 23 to August 22) 
Congratulations. Your Leonine pride is 
polished to a dazzling new brilliance 
thanks to your success in winning sup-
port for your new project from even the 
most doubtful of detractors.

■ VIRGO (August 23 to Sep-
tember 22) An unsettling rumor about a 
colleague’s apparently regrettable behav-
ior is soon proved groundless, allowing 
you to enjoy the upcoming end-of-year 
festivities in a happy mood.

■ LIBRA (September 23 to 
October 22) Your success in helping 
to create a harmonious environment out 
of a chaotic situation earns you the admi-
ration of someone who could become an 
important new presence in your life.

■ SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) Your Scorpion’s sense 
of loyalty could find you leading a pas-
sionate defense of a loved one you feel 
is being unfairly treated. The week’s end 
brings long-awaited family news.

■ BORN THIS WEEK: You always 
try to do your best, which sometimes causes 
you to be critical of those who don’t live up 
to your standards.

(c) 2008 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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Blood Island

A finalist for the National Best 
Books 2008 Awards, Longboat Key 
author H. Terrell Griffin’s “Blood 
Island” is a fast-moving murder mys-
tery that gets off to a rousing start. 

Mr. Griffin’s protagonist, Matt 
Royal, a retired lawyer, discovers a 
nude corpse in the Pelican Man’s Bird 
Sanctuary on City Island in Sarasota. 
The next day, he hears from the love 
of his life, his ex-wife who lives in 
Atlanta. Now happily remarried, Laura 
contacts Matt because she needs help. Her 
stepdaughter Peggy, who was last seen in 
Sarasota while on spring break, has disap-
peared. 

As Matt investigates, everything leads 
back to a blind corporation in the Baha-
mas. Finally, he recruits his buddies, Logan 
Hamilton, “recently retired from his execu-
tive position with a financial services com-
pany,” and Jock Algren, a retired oil execu-
tive who “moonlighted as an operative of 
our country’s most secretive spy agency.” 
When Matt and Logan find a second body, 
the trouble doubles. Then Laura turns up 
missing and the trail leads Matt to Miami, 
then Key West, where he visits The Heav-
en Can’t Wait Spa, a “religious” cathouse, 
and finally to Blood Island.

On Blood Island, in the Mule Keys, Matt 
is stunned to find himself in the heart of 

a religious cult 
headed by the 
Rev. Simmer-
mon, who holds 
unusual revivals. 
In Macon, Ga., 
for example, at 
the time of Rev. 
Simmermon’s 
revival, a ship-
ment of C-4 
explosives and 
weapons dis-
appears from 
the National 
Guard Armory. 
And Rev. Sim-

mermon has big plans for the explo-
sives and weapons — plans that imperil 
the world. Bodies multiply and bullets 
scream through the air as Matt Royal 
and his compadres battle to defeat Rev. 
Simmermon and his well-financed, well-
armed followers. 

What Mr. Griffin has done that makes 
this book so interesting is to bring the 
real Florida to life. Mr. Griffin, who 
practiced law in Orlando for 38 years 
before retiring to Longboat Key, writes 
with a  genuine knowledge and love of 
Florida’s quirky characters and places. 
His people are the folks you meet in the 
neighborhood bars and country church-
es, the beach bums, the homeless, the 
crackers you meet riding a Greyhound 
bus — not the slick suits, although the 
suits play a role. “Blood Island” is a 
good, solid read.  ■

By H. Terrell Griffin 
(Oceanview Publishing, $24.95)

REVIEWED BY PRUDY TAYLOR BOARD____________________________
Special to Florida Weekly

BEACH READING



FOR LEASING OPPORTUNITIES CONTACT LISA BRAMM AT 
239.472.2792 OR EMAIL  LISA.BRAMM@RLRLLC.COM

Tahitian Gardens
C. Turtles • Cheeburger Cheeburger • Escentials • Giggles • Island Bakery & Coffee House • Needful Things • Sanibel Café 

Sanibel Resort Wear • Seaweed Gallery • The Cedar Chest Fine Jewelry • Shiny Objects • Wilford & Lee
Olde Sanibel Shoppes

Amy’s Something Special • CROW • Island Paws • Over Easy Café • Suncatchers Dream
Tarpon Bay Town Center

Subway • Johnny’s Pizza • Kelly’s Cocoons • Sanibel Art & Frame • Curves • Island Grooming by Lisa

Periwinkle Way To Causeway

To Captiva

Periwinkle Way To Causeway

To Captiva

2340 Periwinkle Way

1975 
Periwinkle Way

2460-2496 
Palm Ridge Road  

630 
Tarpon Bay Road

Visit all fi ve centers conveniently located within one mile.
Giggles in Tahitian Gardens 
is sponsoring a Giving Tree 
for The Children’s Hospital 
of Southwest Florida
Donations will purchase 
Preemie Diapers for the 
NICU department.
Stop in Giggles or call 
395-0700 for more information.

Opening Soon!

The Sanibel Holiday
Shopping Experience ...

This week featuring:
Distinctive Gifts from:

2340 
Periwinkle  

Way

The

Village
Shops

Why Knot & Why Knot Relax
BKg&Co. Cotton Sweaters exclusively at Why Knot. 

New arrivals for holiday gift giving! 

The Polish Pottery Shoppe
Beautiful signature Polish Pottery along with hand crafted 

kitchen utensils make memorable gifts.  This shop has 
beautiful items for the home and yard. Don’t miss it.

Friday’s Child
Cool clothes. Cool toys. Cool kids. Cool parents. 

You’ll fi nd them all at Friday’s Child!

William E. Wilson
20% off gold designs with this ad.

Original beautifully hand-crafted fi ne jewelry.
Buy directly from the designer

Tribeca Salon  
Sparkle for the holidays! Visit the hair color experts. Preci-
sion cuts for men and women. Open Mon.- Sat. 10-6. Call 

395-3800 for appointment
(MA34034   MM18960)

Back by popular demand at 
The Village 

December 20-22nd
The Orchid Show.
Shop with us for distinctive 

holiday gifts!

Massage & Bodywork of Sanibel 
Unwind with a massage or facial custom-tailored to your 
individual needs in a serene and soothing atmosphere. 

Call for your appointment today! 239-395-0280

Watson MacRae Gallery   
A fi ne art gallery for serious art lovers. 

Opens to the public 12/11• Hours:  Monday - Saturday 
10:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Sanibel Tropical Wines 
 Stop in for a complementary and unique tasting experi-
ence. Sample these award winning tropical wines.  Find a 
new favorite. Monday-Saturday 10-6.  Sunday noon ‘till 5.
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COUCH THEATER
[ DVD PREVIEWS & RELEASES ]

PICK OF THE WEEK
➤ “Mamma Mia!” - If you’re looking 

for the Ultimate Karaoke Chick Flick of 
2008, then look no further. Based on the 
hit Broadway show, “Mamma Mia!” isn’t 
so much a musical as it is a contrived 
story that puts the cast in situations that 
allow them to belt out old ABBA hits.

“Mamma” stars Amanda Seyfried as 
Sophie, a young bride-to-be who sends a 
letter to three men inviting them to her 
wedding. One of the men could be her 
long-lost father. Hilarity, middle-aged 
romance involving Meryl Streep and 
over-the-top musical numbers ensue.

This movie has everything: A pret-
ty ingenue; catchy, kitschy tunes; and 
hunky guys in exotic locales. I’m not 
even a woman, but doggone it, watching 
this movie made me feel pretty.

DOG OF THE WEEK
➤ “The Mummy: Tomb of the Drag-

on Emperor” - This is a bad year for 
big-budget action/adventure films about 
archaeologists. Like this year’s Indiana 
Jones fiasco, “The Mummy” makes the 
same mistake: Focusing the story on the 
son of the hero rather than just giving us 
a great flick about the hero. 

This installment of the “Mummy” 
franchise has Rick O’Connell (Brendan 
Fraser) and his wife (Maria Bello in a bad 
British accent filling in for Rachel Weisz) 
coming to the aid of their impetuous 
tomb-raider-in-the-making son (Luke 
Ford) who is up against a bad guy who 
wants to resurrect a bajillion terra cotta 
warriors so he can take over the world.

There are also Yetis. But not enough 
to warrant buying this DVD. Rent it if 
you’re curious.

Rowan Atkinson is Mr. Bean

KIDS AND FAMILY
➤ “Mr. Bean: The Ultimate Collec-

tion” - This seven-disc boxed set is a 
must-have for all fans of Rowan Atkin-
son’s bumbling, lovable dweeb, Mr. 
Bean. The set includes every episode 
of the classic series, both theatrical 
films, 16 episodes of the animated series, 
deleted scenes and sketches that never 
made it on TV.

TV SERIES
“The Biggest Loser: Boot Camp”
“Aqua Teen Hunger Force” Vol. 6
“Ice Road Truckers” Season 2
“Petticoat Junction” Season 1
“Naruto” Uncut Box Set Vol. 1
“The A-Team” Season 1 ■

Enjoy visits with Santa, 
decorating holiday 

shirts, festive face 
painting, animal 

encounters, a 
Holiday Magic 

Science Show 
and more! 
Shop the 
Museum 

Store for 
unique 
gifts.

Santa’s first stop is at the
Imaginarium for Holidayland!

Saturday, December 13th
10am-5pm with special activities from 11am-3pm

One child F REE with each paid adult

Call 239-321-7420 or visit us on the web at: 
www.cityftmyers.com/imaginarium

Spend $200 and get $20 value in return!  
Enjoy all the fun of shopping for others this holiday season and 

receive a little fun for yourself!  When you present 3 store receipts 
totaling $200 or more from Main Street stores at Gulf Coast 

Town Center, you will receive a $20 value gift card or certificate 
from a Gulf Coast Town Center merchant. It’s that simple!  

Redeem at The News-Press Customer Service Center, located by Borders.  
One per person please, offer valid with original store receipts, no copies  

or reproductions accepted.Offer not valid on groceries, dining or 
alcoholic beverage purchases.

Offer valid through December 31, 2008 or while supplies last.

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays 
from Gulf Coast Town Center. 

©2008 The Coca-Cola Company. “Coca-Cola Zero”, the Contour Bottle Design and the Disk Icon 
are trademarks of The Coca-Cola Company.

A Joint Venture of The Richard E. Jacobs Group 

and CBL & ASSOCIATES PROPERTIES, INC.
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Investments
High-Yield

The Biscayne Series Impact Replacement Window.

➤ FREE blown-in attic insulation with minimum 
     8 windows.
➤ Been sticker shocked by other companies?
     Give us a call.
➤ Best Price. Quality Work. Guaranteed.

STORM CONTROL CONTRACTING
 CALL NOW! 239-784-4739

FL. License #SCC1311F0282

Visit our Website www.TempleCitrus.com and 
Place Your Order Today!

(239) 597-6192
Fax: 239-597-2916

6500 North Airport-Pulling Road, Naples

Shipping Sugar Babies $25.95
Jams, Jellies, Preserves  Conserves & Marmalades  

Gourmet Items  Hors d’oeuvres  Salad Dressings & Salsa

 NOW FEATURING 
Paula Deans’ Sauces and Williamsburg Peanuts

FREE SHIPPING
A NAPLES TRADITION  Since 1970

(U.S. Only, East of the 
Mississippi River)

TAKE HOME A BAG!
LARGEST Assortment FRESHEST!

NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR
CHRISTMAS!!

NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR
CHRISTMAS!!

NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR
CHRISTMAS!!

For an online preview or for a list of upcoming events visit our web site at www.IDCFL.com.
Open to the Trade Professional and to the Public. Design Referral Services Available.

Some trade showroom hours may vary on Saturdays. 

Now through December 13
“Home for the Holidays”

 

 

Saturday, December 13 from 2 to 6 p.m.
“Home for the Holidays Silent Auction”

SPECIAL EVENTS IN DECEMBER

while you’re at it, listen to “Solace,” voted Best 
New Age Album. If you can’t find Young’s 
CDs at Barnes and Noble or gift shops locally, 
go to www.davidyoungmusic.com.

3. Speaking of online selections, Nadja Sal-
erno-Sonnenberg is not only one of the great-
est violinists of all times, she has a wonderful 
Web site since she broke with tradition and 
is now producing her own CDs. Go to www.
nssmusic.com for her fabulous Christmas al-
bum, “Merry,” or select “Nadja” or “Tchaik-
ovsky Violin Concertos in D Major.” 

4. Salerno-Sonnenberg’s friend Anne 
Marie-McDermott has a wonderful CD of 
Bach’s English Suites and Partitas. It’s ti-

tled, simply, “Bach.”
5. Buying for someone who likes blue-

grass? I’ve become a bluegrass junkie since 
reviewing the Cherryholmes Family Band’s 
sellout performance at the Phil last year. 
They perform with double bass, at least two 
violins (one of which is played left-handed), 
mandolin, banjo and just the right “country” 
voices. Their new album, “Cherryholmes II: 
Black and White,” produced by Skaggs Fam-
ily Records, is available at Barnes and Noble. 
My favorite tracks: “You Don’t Know What 
Love Is,” “Black and White” and “Mansions 
of Kings.”

6. Is there someone on your list who loves 
Ravel’s “Bolero?” The CD by the same name 
has more than 10 different versions, all per-
formed by the “bigs” in classical music. I 
received mine as a present, and still love it 
after three years.

GIFTS
From page 1

CONTINUED ON PAGE C15 
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239.947.3434
Bonita Springs • Bay Crossing Plaza U.S. 41 

• Next to Robb and Stucky

www.DiamondDistrictUSA.com

Diamond District

Southwest 
Florida’s

Southwest
Florida’s

Southwest 
Florida’s

SSSSSSooooooouuuuuuuuttttttttthhhhhhhhwwwwwwwweeeeeeeessssssstttttt
FFFFFlllllloooooooorrrrrriiiiddddddaaaaaaa’’’sssss

DD

We’re 

Going Out 

for your 

business!

This holiday season 

we’re not going out 

of business...

Prices At Or Below Cost.

 

 

70%
OFF50%

OFF 60%
OFF

EVEN

ToddJason

Saturday, Dec 20, 8pm • Sunday, Dec 21, 7pm
Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall
Featuring the Symphony Orchestra, Chorus, Children’s 
Chorus, and guests Celine Mogielnicki and Kellyn Celtic 
Arts Irish Dance Academy.
s p o n s o r e d  b y :
Huff Insurance, AAA Travel & Carrabba’s Italian Grill

SHARE THE JOY & BRING A TOY!
This year we’re partnering with the Salvation Army.
Bring an unwrapped toy if you can.

Friday, Jan 9, 8pm, • Saturday, Jan 10, 8pm
Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall

With the Symphony Chorus, Children’s Chorus and 
guest soloists Tiffany Haas, Max Quinlan, Michael Lowe

s p o n s o r e d  b y :
Crowne Plaza Fort Myers

& Oswald Trippe & Company Inc.

Tickets $16 & up. Call 
the Box Office 418.1500.
Online at www.swflso.org

7. My picks for kids? The Mozart Effect’s 
“Tune Up Your Mind,” and the new “Dance 
Along Symphonies” by Beethoven’s Wig 4. 
Barnes and Noble has both, and they’re great fun 
to listen to. (Incidentally, my cats, who are “clas-
sically educated,” like to listen to them as well).

8. Is there a doo-wop fan on your gift list? 
At Regina’s Ice Cream Shop on 5th Avenue, 
you can buy a CD called “Smooth Sounds: 25 
Years of Doo Wop” by the local group Uptown 
Express.

9. How about some Afro-Cuban music? 
Primo flutist James Galway has joined forces 
with a group called Tiempo Libre to perform 
an album by the same name. Produced by Sony, 
it should be available at Barnes and Noble lo-
cally. (If not, it and any other album I’m about 
to mention, can be quickly obtained from Ama-
zon.com.)

Switching gears, here are my recommenda-
tions for classical CDs.

Historical CDs (digitally re-mastered):
1. “Rachmaninov: Piano Concertos Nos. 2 

and 3,” performed by Rachmaninov, with Leo-
pold Stokowski and Eugene Ormandy conduct-
ing The Philadelphia Orchestra. Naxos Histori-
cal.

2. “Vladimir Horowitz: The Private Collec-
tion” (Live performances from Carnegie Hall, 
1945-1950). And “Horowitz: “The Last Record-
ing.”  Sony Historical.

3. “Arthur Rubinstein: Chopin Piano Con-
certos I and II and Trois Etudes.” RCA.

Contemporaneous CDs of classical music:
1. “Handel: Complete Wind Sonatas.” Phil-

lips Academy of St. Martin in the Fields. The 
kind of music you want when you’re stretched 
out in front the fireplace with a good book and 
a glass of wine or sherry (or when you’re re-
membering how such cold winter’s nights felt 
now that you live in Florida).

2. “Frederic Chopin: Nocturnes.” Daniel 
Barenboim. Deutsche Grammophon. A fabu-
lous recording.

3. English composer John Rutter has a just 
released Christmas recording. Buy it.  Buy any-
thing composed by Rutter. It’s all fabulous. One 

of my personal favorites is “Mass of the Chil-
dren.” As of last week, both Barnes and Noble 
and Amazon.com had dozens of possibilities.

4. You already know I consider Howard Shel-
ley to be the world’s greatest living pianist. His 
amazingly large discography includes numer-
ous recordings of the Romantic era composers 
who, for whatever reason, largely drifted into 
obscurity. Shelley is committed to researching 
and fleshing them all out. Any number of these 
could be the perfect gift for a classical music 
fan who’s never been exposed to some of the 
lesser-knowns. To find them, Google “Howard 
Shelley Discography,” and faint when you see 
the huge number of choices. I’ve never heard a 
bad recording by him, and am entranced by his 
voluminous performance capabilities.

5. While you’re at it, reserve a copy of Shel-
ley’s soon-to-be released “Saint-Saens’ 2nd 
Piano Concerto” and the “Shumann Piano Con-
certo.”

6. If you can spend more than $10-$20 for a 
present, then by all means purchase Shelley’s 
two-volume “Rachmaninov: The Complete 
Piano Concertos.” Chandos. It’s been voted the 
best in the world.

7. My other favorite recording by Shelley 
was recorded with his wife, Hilary McNamara: 
“Rachmaninov Suite No. L, Suite No. 2, Sym-
ponic Dances.” Hyperion/Helios.  Breathtak-
ingly fine.

8. And if someone you’re buying for (or if 
you want to hint for yourself) likes poetry, then 
you must have “Poetry on Record: 98 Poets 
Read Their Work (1888-2006).” It’s a wonder-
ful step back in time to hear poets including 
Yeats and Alfred, Lord Tennyson. This could 
really make poetry come alive for children as 
well as adults. The set consists of 4 CDs, comes 
with a 64-page booklet, is $49.98, and can be 
ordered online at www.acornonline.com.  Item 
no. 13108.  Or call them at (888) 870.8047.

Finally, in these troubled times, don’t for-
get to give something, even if only a smile or 
a telephone call, to someone less fortunate. 
Sometimes that’s all it takes to make a dif-
ference. ■
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KidzAct, the youth troupe of The Naples 
Players, returns to the stage this month 
with “Gone with the Breeze,” a musical 
comedy by Tim Kelly and Bill Francoeur. 
The production features the talented young 
students of this season’s KidzAct produc-
tion class.

Excitement fills the air as Hollywood’s 
Lone Pine Films announces its upcoming 
movie based on the electrifying new novel, 

“Gone With The Breeze.” Hordes of aspir-
ing young actresses converge on the stu-
dio, desperate to win the role of the main 
character, Jezebel O’Toole. Temperamental 
diva Peggy Tempest, the biggest star in 
town, seems a shoo-in , but small-town 
ingénue Cindy Lou Harper charms every-

one with her Southern grace. Meanwhile, 
scheming agents, wily producers and zany 
actors all conspire to wreak havoc behind 
the scenes.

Will the movie be going, going…  gone?
Join Peggy, Cindy Lou, Rip Page, Huck-

leberry Jones, Flowerbelle Crouton and 
Esther and Lester (among others) for this 
fun musical extravaganza that showcas-
es the up-and-coming performers of The 
Naples Players. The actors are ages 8-14.

This one-act play is perfect entertain-
ment for kids (and grandkids) of all ages 
this holiday season.

Performances are at 7 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, Dec. 12 and 13, and at 2 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 14, at Sugden Community Theatre 
downtown.

KidzAct performances are always sold 
out, so early ticket purchases are suggested. 
Tickets are $5 for students and $10 for 
adults, and are available at the Sugden box 
office, by phone at 263-7990 or on-line at 
www.naplesplayers.org. ■

FGCU music major wins
major competitions 

Hyae-jin Hwang, a junior music major 
at the Bower School of Music at Florida 
Gulf Coast University, has been selected 
as winner of the “Ars Flores Young Artists 
Concerto Competition” for university and 
music conservatory students up to the age 
of 25. The competition attracted a strong 
field of contestants throughout the United 
States and Canada. As winner of the com-
petition, Hwang will perform as soloist in 
Fort Lauderdale on Jan. 25.

Ms. Hwang, a student of FGCU profes-
sor Michael Baron, had also recently won 
the Byrd Memorial Award sponsored by 
the Florida Music Teachers Association in 
Orlando as well as a $2,500 prize awarded 
by the Artist Series of Sarasota Music Per-
formance Competition.

Nancy Cobb-Lippens, director of the 
Bower School of Music said, “Hyae-jin 
has brought honor not only to the Bower 
School of Music, but also to Florida Gulf 
Coast University. I congratulate her for this 
outstanding achievement.” ■

‘Countess Pigula’ 
author/illustrator on local tour

Karen Freysinger, author and illustrator 
of the children’s book series “Adventures 
of Countess Pigula,” has scheduled several 
signings and story times at area locations as 
part of the release of the second book in the 
series. Recommended for ages 5 to 10, the 
series is about a fun-loving and whimsical 
guinea pig. Ms. Freysingers will be at:

• Borders, 10600 Tamiami Trail N., North 
Naples, at 10:45 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 13.

• Bailey’s Grocery Store, 2477 Periwinkle 
Way, Sanibel, 10 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 14.

• The Lions Club Farmers Market, U.S. 41 
at the Promenade, Bonita Springs, 7 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, Dec. 20 and 27.

• Borders in Gulf Coast Town Cenrer, 
Fort Myers, 3-6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20.

For more information, visit www.
CountessPigula.com ■

Florida West Arts calls for artists
Florida West Arts is accepting entries for 

its Artescape Florida West 2009 Juried Fine 
Art Exhibition Series held at the Florida 
West Arts Showcase at the International 
Design Center in Estero. Two- and three-
dimensional artworks are eligible.

There are three exhibitions in the 2009 Art-
escape Series: Jan. 10 -28; Feb. 7-25; and April 
4-29. The deadline for entering Exhibition I 
of the Artescape Series, is Dec. 18; deadline to 
enter Exhibitions II and III is Jan. 14, 2009.

To receive an Artescape Florida West 
Arts 2009 prospectus and application, send 
an e-mail to info@floridawestarts.com or 
call 948.4427.  For more information about 
Florida West Arts, visit www.floridawe-
starts.com. ■

Naples Players kids 
get in on the act
SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

ART NEWS

COURTESY PHOTO
Hyae-jin Hwang

COURTESY PHOTO
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“A Year with Frog and Toad,” 2008

“Kaleidoscope,” 2005
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$11,500 in 11 Days!
No Selling • Fast • Easy • Fun

  1.888.679.0263Call
Toll
Free

is pleased to present the second annual

‘Gentle’men Against Domestic Violence
men’s-only luncheon featuring keynote speaker

Geoff Colvin 
Fortune, Senior Editor-at-Large

11:00 a.m. Private Visionary & Champion Reception

11:30 a.m. General Reception & Luncheon

Wednesday, January 14, 2009
The Ritz-Carlton, Naples

$500/Pioneer; $1,000/Innovator; $5,000/Visionary; $10,000/Champion

Chair: Ron McGinty
Co-Chairs: Bob Cahners, Jim Jessee, 

John Jordan, Graham Lount, Ned Lautenbach, 
William O’Meara, David Melville and Ronald J. Morey

Geof f Colvin

thinker... writer... broadcaster... 

speaker... editor... columnist...

Fortune Senior Editor-at-Large

former co-anchor of Wall Street Week 
with Fortune on PBS...

daily radio show on CBS Radio Network...

Appearances on: The Today Show, 
Good Morning America, CBS This Morning, 

ABC’s World News Tonight, CNN, 
PBS’ Nightly Business Report...

discussing society’s most 
recent trends in business

Proceeds benefit 
The Shelter for Abused Women & Children’s 
‘Gentle’men Against Domestic Violence Initiative

Generously 
supported by:

Sponsor/ticket information: 239.775.3862 / 24-hour crisis hotline: 239.775.3862
www.naplesshelter.org

Media sponsors:

Starting in the New Year, ART SMART: 
The Gulfshore Playhouse Theatre Edu-
cation Project will present master class-
es, lectures and workshops at the Norris 
Center for adults based on a variety of 
theatrical subjects for all experience 
levels. Four master classes scheduled to 
date will deliver an intensified, one-time 
look into creativity and theatre:

• Those with a passion for music will 
enjoy a session with recording artist 
Johnny Rodgers and Tony-nominated 
actor Brian Lane Green. In an intimate 
talkback format, topics will include sing-
ing and instrumentation, plus a behind-
the-scenes look at putting on a show and 
writing a song. Class is from 11 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, Jan. 17; cost is $20 ($10 
for students).

• “Beyond Motion” is designed for 
public speakers, actors, dancers, per-
formers and even those who just give 
the occasional toast. Class time is 6 to 
8 p.m. Monday, Feb. 9; cost is $50 per 
person.

• “Life as Art” will explore the founda-
tions of the Alexander technique, Dun-
can dance, Modern dance, Aikido and 
Tae Kwon D. Participants will learn to 
incorporate more fun and showmanship 
into their workouts, performances and 
life. Class time is 1:30 to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 14; cost is $65.

• “Backstage with Alan Campbell” 
will take participants behind the scenes 

with the Tony-nom-
inated actor and star 
of “Sunset Boule-
vard” on Broadway 
and the hit musical 
“Contact” at Lincoln 
Center. Mr. Campbell 
will also give a peek 
into the production 
of “Doubt” coming to 

Gulfshore Playhouse (in which he stars). 
Class time is 7 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
12; cost is $20 ($10 for students).

Four workshops will involve inter-
active study over the course of sev-
eral weeks:

• “Monologue Study and Audition 
Technique” will teach participants how 

to audition well, 
choose the right 
outfit, present them-
selves properly and 
drive a monologue 
home. Director Kris-
ten Coury will help 
thespians of all ages 
and experience levels 
pick out the mono-

logue that’s right for them and then 
coach their auditions. Sessions meet 
from 11 a.m .to 12:30 p.m. Saturdays, Feb. 
7 and 28 and March 7; cost is $65.

• In “Sensory Work for Monologue 
and Scene Study,” participants will learn 
Strasberg-based sensory techniques 
to bring vividness, concentration and 

flexibility to characters. The relaxation-
based tools will be applied to mono-
logue and scene work. No experience 
is necessary. Sessions meet from 6 to 
7 p.m. Mondays, Feb. 9, 16 and 23 and 
March 2; cost is $50.

• In “Stage Combat,” instructor Zolan 
Henderson will guide students in devel-
oping an understanding of body con-
trol, coordination and the importance 
of safety in unarmed and armed stage 
combat. Class meets from noon to 1 p.m. 
Saturdays, March 7, 14, 21 and 28; cost 
is $50.

• In “Beginning Improvisation” with 
instructor Jim Corsica, participants will 
learn the principles of improvisation 
through theater games.

All you need, Mr. Corsica says, is a 
willingness to take a risk, some trust 
“and a little twinkle in your eye.” Ses-
sion 1 will take place from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Feb. 10, 17 and 24 and March 3; Session 2 
will take place from 5 to 7 p.m. March 10, 
17, 24 and 31; cost is $60.

Two lectures are also part of the 
season’s series:

• “Demystifying the Bard” will explore 
the language in four of Shakespeare’s 
plays. Guided by teaching artist Janina 
Birtolo, participants will learn how to use 
cues to discover the meaning and beauty 
of the works.  Dates are 7 to 8 p.m. Feb. 
10, 17 and 24 and March 3; cost is $20 for 
each session or $75 for all four.

• Join Gulfshore Playhouse founder 
Kristen Coury for “From Page to Stage: 
Development of a Play or Musical.” Ms. 
Coury will relate the journey from the 
“light bulb” moment of an idea through 
finessing the script and getting it to the 
producers to opening night. This lecture 
takes place from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
March 5; cost is $15.

Gulfshore Playhouse, Naples’ first 
self- producing professional theater 
company,  produces exclusively at the 
Norris Center in downtown Naples and 
is devoted to creating noteworthy the-
atre —from powerful and inspiring clas-
sics to innovative new works.

Through its educational program, 
ART SMART in Collier and Lee coun-
ties, Gulfshore Playhouse brings theatre-
based workshops into classrooms dur-
ing the school day to teach curriculum 
content. Correlating with the Sunshine 
State Standards, these workshops teach 
literacy and numeracy skills while fos-
tering self-esteem, self-confidence and 
cooperative learning. ■

  
Those interested in enrolling in any 

of Gulfshore Playhouse’s adult training 
classes can register by calling the Norris 
Center at 213-5038.

For more info on these or other 
educational programs, contact Irene 
Horowitz, Gulfshore Playhouse director 
of education, at 566-8394 or visit www.
gulfshoreplayhouse.org.

Gulfshore Playhouse 
announces a season
of study opportunities
SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

Campbell

Coury



DEVOE $25,000 ECONOMIC STIMULUS GIVEAWAY
We are giving away $25,000 ($5,000 cash to 5 different people) and other prizes.
Register to win at any DeVoe location. Drawing will be held on December 22nd.

*All lease for 39 months/10,000 miles per year. 2008 G35 Sedan Model #90518 $0 down plus $500 loyalty bonus, tax, tag, admin, bank and accessory fees. 2008 EX35 Model #88318 $0 down plus $500 loyalty bonus, tax, tag, admin, 
bank and accessory fees. 2008 G37 Model #99218 $0 down plus $500 loyalty bonus, tax, tag, admin, bank and accessory fees.  Vehicle must be in dealer stock or additional fees may apply.  Owner loyalty required for all leases. Two or 
more available at this price. No security deposit. With approved credit. Offer ends 12/31/08

*$2,995 DOWN. PLUS TAG, TAX, DMV, DOC AND ACCESSORY FEES. WAC. OFFER ENDS 11/3/08

Just south of Bonita Beach Road on US 41, Bonita Springs  

28480

$398+tax

No purchase necessary, see dealer for complete contest rules.

All prices include dealer incentive and require owner loyalty.

St#V8129
MSRP $41,705, Sale Price $33,995

St#V8112
MSRP $45,070, Sale Price $39,995

St#V8199
MSRP $42,200, Sale Price $34,995

DOWN
LEASES0
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1. Christine and Terrance Flynn
2. Connie and Michael Dillion
3. Dr. Allen and Marla Weiss
4. Matt Mathias and John Fumagalli

5. Scot and Doug Congress
6. Kathy Harwick, Amy Gravina and 
 Rick Harwick

COURTESY

COURTESY

“Neptune’s Soiree” for Naples Community Hospital 

Gulfshore Life’s Men and Women of the Year

1 2

4

6

Send us your society photos. Include the names of everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.

5

DocksideHome
 decor

Discounts off orig. prices. Limited time offer.
May not be used for prior purchases, gift cards or

combined with any other promotion. In-stock items only.

Ft. Myers- South Plaza
4650 S. Cleveland Ave. (239) 278-9039

Naples- Gulf Gate Center
2720 E. Tamiami Trl. (239) 793-7410

50%
off

Candles
Baskets

Christmas

Patio Furn.
Bedroom &
Select Art,

UPSCALE
HOMES

Sun Realty

Luxury homes, afford-
able financing, premium 

locations. Free list w/
pics reveals ten best buys 
in your desired area and 

price range.

www.BestBuysNaples.com
Free recorded message

888-862-5380
ID# 4040

7

Fun • Funky • Chic
BoutiqueBoutique

Puddy ‘N Pearl
Hour s :  11 -6  M -F ;  11 -5  Sa tu rday ;  phone  numbe r  239 -596 -9955

 Lo ca t ed  a t  Co l l e c t i on  @ Vande rb i l t  -  2355  Vande rb i l t  Bea ch  Rd  #150

Puddy ‘N PearlPuddy ‘N Pearl

First 
Anniversary 

SALE!
Save 20% 
Storewide

Fabulous
Holiday
Dresses

Betsy Johnson
Nanette Lepore

Sue Wang



NOODLES CAFE • 239-592-0050 • 1585 PINE RIDGE ROAD 
WWW.NOODLESCAFE.COM

NEW
  YEAR’S
     EVE
       2008

Best
  of 
   Both
    Worlds

Dining & Dancing

CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR WITH US
FULL DINNER MENU AND DANCING 10-2AM
COMPLIMENTARY CHAMPAGNE TOAST AT MIDNIGHT
RESERVATIONS FOR DINNER 3-10PM 239-592-0050

CLUB  NOOSHI DANCING WITH

DJ BIG ROB 10-2AM
VIP TABLES BOTTLE SERVICE 239-370-6577
PRESENTED BY
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1. Alan and Bernice Suitor
2. Blaine and Lisa Ferguson
3. Chantal Cabral and Stephanie Ross
4. James and Evelyn Hawk
5. Jitka Jira and Viera Sugar
6. Taryn Cafiero and Marc Battistello

Send us your society photos. 
Include the names of everyone in the picture. 
E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com 

or mail them to Florida Weekly,
2025 J&C Blvd., Suite 5, Naples, FL 34109.  

Enclose a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope if you would like photos returned.

JIM MCLAUGHLIN / FLORIDA WEEKLY

Eden Florida Fundraiser at the Sugden

Send us your society photos. Include the names of everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.
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1550 AIRPORT-PULLING 
ROAD N., NAPLES

(239) 643-1559

1550 AIRPORT-PULLING 
ROAD N., NAPLES

(239) 643-1559

 panky’s Speakeasy has been 
 an independently-owned 
 family restaurant since 1984. 
We have a cozy atmosphere with 
reasonable prices. Come for lunch 
or dinner, and also check out our 
great soup and salad bar.

Screened patio. 
Outside smoking areas available.

Great lounge open late, a place 
where the locals love to meet.

Open 6 days a week
Lunch 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Dinner 4 p.m. – 10 p.m.

Lounge open late.

• Mondays are Rib Day
• Thursdays are Prime Rib

• EARLY BIRD SPECIALS” 
Mon-Thus (4-6)
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3 Ways to Buy a Home
for Less Money

3 Ways to Buy a Home 
for Less Money

This report is courtesy of Molly Whalen, Affordable Homes Reality Team of Sun Realty. 
Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright 2008.

If you’re like most homebuyers, you have two primary 
considerations in mind when you start looking for a 
home. First, you want to find the home that perfectly 
meets your needs and desires, and secondly, you want 
to purchase this home for the lowest possible price.
    When you analyze those successful home buyers 
who have been able to purchase the home they want 
for thousands of dollars below a seller’s asking price, 
some common denominators emerge. While the ne-
gotiating skills of your agent are important, there are 
three additional key factors that must come into play 
long before you ever submit an offer.
    This topic has been the subject of extensive analysis 
by industry experts, and a summary of their findings, 
and a specific step-by-step purchase plan for home-
buyers, can be found in a new special report called 
“Homebuyers: How to Save Thousands of Dollars 
When You Buy”.
    This free report outlines the psychology of how a 
seller sets their asking price, and gives you 3 simple 
steps to follow, before you even set foot in a seller’s 
home, which could help you to successfully slash thou-
sands of dollars off the price of the home you want.
    For pre-recorded information about how to order 
your free copy of this report, call 1-888-862-5380 and 
enter 4014 (talk to no one). Call now to find out how 
you can save thousands of dollars when you buy a 
home. 

700 Fifth Ave. S.  Naples  239.659.7008

 Book your Holiday Dinner Party or Cocktail Reception now!Th e Place to be New Years Eve - Reserve TODAY!

www.VerginaRestaurant.com

Cilantro Tamales, 10823 Tamiami 
Trail, Naples; 597-5855

Mexican food often gets a bad rap as a 
lard-laden and cheese-drenched cuisine. 
That’s not what you’ll find at Cilantro 
Tamales, where the recipes come from 
Mexican home cooks who shared them 
with the founding owner. The dining is 
cheerful and bright, as are the servers, 
who deliver large platters laden with 

fresh, well-prepared food. The guaca-
mole is chunky and studded with jala-
penos, tomatoes and onion. The soft 
tacos consist of double layers of tender 
flour tortillas stuffed with savory shred-
ded beef, cheese and onions.  And the 
vegetarian fajitas (chicken and beef are 
other options) had lots of fresh veggies 
and black beans, all expertly seasoned. 
The flan was creamy with a rich vanilla 

flavor. Cilantro Tamales’ menu boldly 
states “The Best Mexican Food You’ve 
Ever Had or It’s Free!” It’s not likely the 
management has pay up very often. Beer 
and wine served.

Food: ★ ★ ★ ½  Service: ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ★

Escargot 41, 4339 Tamiami Trail 
North, Naples; 793-5000

Naples is blessed with several excellent 
French restaurants, but Escargot 41 is one 
of the best. Never mind that it’s tucked 
into the corner of the non-descript Park 
Shore Shopping Center. Step inside and 
it’s as if you’ve traveled to a well-to-do 
Parisian bistro with food and service to 
match. Chef Patrick Fevrier is a master of 
French cuisine, while his wife, Jackie, is 
a gracious hostess. Choose from several 
escargot dishes (I liked Peter’s Fricas-
see 41). The salmon cured in sea salt, 
coated in coffee and smoked, is superb. 
The lobster bisque was classic and rich. 
Yellowtail snapper in lemon butter and 
caper sauce was a nightly special, that 
was worthy of the designation. No cloy-
ingly sweet duck here. Fevrier’s version 
is rubbed in garlic salt, roasted until the 
skin is just lightly crisp and the flesh still 
moist, then finished with a savory plum 
port wine sauce. For dessert, an ethe-
real raspberry soufflé was worth every 
calorie. Beer and wine served. (The wine 
list is exceptional even for a much larger 
establishment.) 

Food: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Service: ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½

Noodle Saigon, 13500 Tamiami Trail 
North, Naples; 598-9400

This well-appointed but modest res-
taurant touts itself as “the freshest 
and healthiest taste of Vietnam” 
and I fully concur. The menu has 
lots of photos and descriptions, 
making ordering easy even 
for novices. For those who 
love pho that’s not fiery hot, 
Noodle Saigon allows you 
to control the heat by 
adding the hot sauce 
yourself. Other note-
worthy dishes include 
shrimp-filled sum-
mer rolls, a vegetar-
ian salad (tastes far 
better than it sounds), a pan-
fried crepe and rice noodles 
with seafood. All were wonderful, but 
it’s the pho, a soup that’s a meal in itself, 
that was the star of the meal. Those who 
live within a 5-mile radius of the restau-
rant can have the full menu delivered to 
their doors. Beer and wine served. 

Food: ★ ★ ★ ★  Service: ★ ★ ★  
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ 

Truluck’s, 698 Fourth Ave. South, 
Naples; 530-3131

It may be a crab house, but Truluck’s 
has the look and feel of an upscale sup-
per club, with service to match. The 
restaurant brings in stone crabs this 
time of year with its own fleet from Isle 
of Capri and so usually has a good sup-
ply. The tuna tartare tower looks like 

a seafood version of a trifle, with lay-
ers of tuna, crab, tomato, avocado and 

pineapple drizzled with a citrus soy 
reduction. This appetizer is worth 
the trip alone. Miso-glazed bar-

ramundi was a white, flaky 
and mild 

f i s h , 

enhanced by crab fried rice and a gen-
erous topping of julienned vegetables. 
The Nigerian shrimp were enormous, 
as billed, but not as flavorful or ten-
der as the gulf variety. Plan to share 
one of the massive desserts. The white 
cake with almond-studded cream cheese 
icing served with crème anglaise and 
raspberry puree made for a satisfying 
finish. Full bar. 

Food: ★ ★ ★ ★  Service: ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½

PAST REPASTS
Capsule summaries of previous reviews

                            Key to ratings
 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Superb
 ★ ★ ★ ★ Noteworthy
 ★ ★ ★ Good

 ★ ★ Fair
 ★ Poor 

All of Truluck’s cakes and pies are house made and 
may tempt diners to start their meals with dessert.
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reduction. This appetizer is worth
the trip alone. Miso-glazed bar-

ramundi was a white, flaky 
and mild 

f i s h , 

All of Truluck’s cakes and pies are house made and

KAREN FELDMAN / FLORIDA WEEKLY

Vegetable fajitas make up a hearty and inex-
pensive entrée at Cilantro Tamales.



                                         If you go

>>Hours: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday brunch; lunch 
served 11:30-2:30 p.m. daily; dinner served 
5-10 p.m. daily.
>>Reservations: Accepted
>>Credit cards: Major cards accepted
>>Price range: Appetizers, $8-$12; entrees, 
$19-$49 
>>Beverages: Full bar
>>Seating: Booths, conventional tables and 
chairs at the bar. Outdoor patio opening soon.
>>Specialties of the house: Organic fall 
salad, Chef’s Garden heirloom tomato and 
buffalo mozzarella salad, New England lobster 
bisque, house-made tagliatelle pomodoro, 
orange-miso glazed sea bass, grilled Colorado 
buffalo hanger steak
>>Volume: Moderate
>>Parking: Free lot with complimentary valet 
parking available
>>Web site: www.mwaterfrontgrille.com

Ratings:
Food: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½
Service: ★ ★ ★ ★  
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Superb
 ★ ★ ★ ★ Noteworthy
 ★ ★ ★ Good
 ★ ★ Fair
 ★ Poor 

Village on Venetian Bay, 
4300 Gulf Shore Blvd. N., Naples

M Waterfront Grille 

The name is a puzzlement. M 
Waterfront Grille. What’s that 
M stand for?

Neither of the owners (Peter and 
Christopher Sereno) has one in his 
name. Perhaps it’s a remnant of the res-
taurant’s previous life as Maxwell’s on 
the Bay, a popular Naples dining estab-
lishment for 20 years until it closed last 
spring for a facelift. It reopened Oct. 14 
with its new name.

After a recent visit, I have some 
theories about that mysterious letter.

Perhaps the M is for magnificent, 
reflecting the rich earth tones and lush 
woods that now surround diners. Or 
maybe it’s for marvelous, for the spec-
tacular view of Naples Bay through its 
expanse of picture windows. Or it might 
be short for “Mmmmm,” an expression 
I heard — and uttered myself 
— with regularity dur-
ing dinner.

The renova-
tion is masterful, 
giving the res-
taurant a smart, 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d 
ambience that 
pairs well with 
the new menu 
Executive Chef 
Brian Roland 
calls “cutting-
edge continental 
cuisine.”

That allitera-
tive but some-
what vague 
description comes 
into focus with a look 
at the menu, which features a wealth 
of organic vegetables, house-made 
pasta and other premium ingredients 
combined in imaginative and appealing 
ways. It’s clear that Mr. Roland and his 
staff understand that a dish is only as 
good as what goes into it. What was 
contained in those we tried was top-

notch from start to finish.
The wine list offers a 

wide range of varieties 
and price ranges, with 
some extraordinary 
boutique wines. We 
managed to snag 
the last bottle of 
Turley Zinfandel 
2006 Mead Ranch 
Atlas Peak, a vel-
vety smooth and 
fruity wine with 
just a hint of pep-
per and spice.

It was a worthy 
partner to the food that 
followed.

We began with escargots, heir-
loom beets with goat cheese and a 
wedge salad. The escargots were joined 
on the plate by wild mushrooms, wilted 
spinach and Boursin cream on French 
bread that had been lightly brushed 
with garlic butter. It was a delicious 
montage of textures, flavors and colors, 
far more elegant than simply dousing 

the little darlings in garlic 
butter.

The heirloom 
beets came cut 
into pieces 
and formed 
into an artful 
tower accom-
panied by 
creamy fried 
goat cheese, 
a light pista-
chio vinai-
grette, frisee, 
bits of blood 
lemon and 
just a touch of 
crème fraiche. 

Even the 
M Wedge was 

e x c e p t i o n a l l y 
good, consist-
ing of iceberg and 
Bibb lettuce, grape 
tomatoes, bits of 
red onion, bacon 
and scallions in a 
but termi lk-b lue 
cheese dressing.

“I know this sounds 
strange, but this is an 

exceptional wedge 
salad,” one of my 

amazed dining 
companions said.

Our entrees 
were equally 
impressive.

The Water-
side herb-
panko crust-
ed walleye 

pike was flaky 
and full of fla-

vor, made all the 
more wonderful by 
roasted fennel and a 
mellow caramelized 
onion risotto with 
lemon caper sauce. 
What a wondrous 
blending of ingredi-
ents.

Another standout 
was the orange-miso 
glazed sea bass with 
goat cheese dump-

lings that were crisp on the outside and 
meltingly creamy within. These were 
served with a delicate Florida orange 
broth studded with bits of bacon and a 
side of tender-crisp broccolini. 

The only dish that didn’t quite live 
up to expectations was the braised 
boneless beef short rib with horse-
radish mashed potatoes and smoked 
tomato molasses. Short ribs are fatty, 
but braising generally melts away a lot 
of that. While tender, this one retained 
much of that fat, making it exceedingly 
rich. Given how popular Kobe beef 
is, I know there are those who feel 
differently and so may find this dish 
immensely satisfying. I’d have liked a 
bit more kick from the horseradish in 
the potatoes as well.

That was the only minor disappoint-
ment in an exceptional meal that con-
cluded with desserts of milk chocolate 
lava cake accompanied by a pistachio 
tuile, bits of strawberry and dark and 
white chocolate ganache. Although the 
chocolate flavor resonated, it was a rea-
sonably light dessert. A vanilla berry 
shortbread was moist and delicious, 

with Sauternes-macerated berries, mint 
paint and a dollop of whipped cream. 
Despite the generous meal we’d had, 
we left not a bite of dessert behind.

As you might expect, service was top 
flight as well. Our young server was a 
little difficult to hear at times, but he 
knew the menu well, supplied silver-
ware and replenished wine before we 
realized we needed them, made sure 
everything was to our liking at each 
course and even crumbed the table. 
The manager stopped by each table as 
well. 

It was a stellar experience on every 
level. Given that, perhaps that M stands 
for memorable meal. If it doesn’t, it 
should. ■
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In yet another cre-
ative combination, 
orange-miso glazed 
sea bass pairs with 
little goat cheese 
dumplings, bathed 
in a Florida orange 
broth.

diningCALENDAR
✱ Thursday, Dec. 11, 6:30-8:30 p.m., 

Whole Foods Market: Cooking class, 
with Executive Chef Kristian Johnsen 
demonstrating the flambé technique and 
its many uses, $10, 9101 Strada Place, 
Naples. Call 552-5100 (register at Cus-
tomer Service).

✱ Friday, Dec. 12, noon-2 p.m., 
Robb & Stucky KitchenAid Culinary 
Center: Cooking class, Perfect Pasta, $45, 
26501 S. Tamiami Trail, Bonita Springs. 
Call 390-2222.

✱ Saturday, Dec. 13: 1-3 p.m., Alex-
ander’s: Chef/proprietor Alexander Ber-
nard conducts cooking demonstrations 
and a book signing at his restaurant, 4077 
Tamiami Trail N. Call 262-4999.

✱ Saturday-Sunday, Dec. 13-14, 11 
a.m.-1 p.m., 2:30-4:30 p.m., The Ritz-
Carlton, Naples: Teddy Bear Tea fea-
turing stories, visit by Santa, hot choco-
late and treats. $35 children, $30 adults. 

280 Vanderbilt Beach Road, Naples. Call 
598-3300.

✱ Saturday, Dec. 13, 7-9 p.m., Robb 
& Stucky KitchenAid Culinary Cen-
ter: Provence wine dinner with Frank 
Pulice of Austin’s Wine Cellar and a 
five-course dinner by Chef Kristina San 
Filippo, $95, 26501 S. Tamiami Trail, 
Bonita Springs. Call 390-2222.

✱ Sunday, Dec. 14, 2-3 p.m., Whole 
Foods Market: Cooking with kids class, 
with instructor Denise Peterson demon-
strating how parents and children can turn 
home-baked goodies into festive gifts, free, 
9101 Strada Place, Naples. Call 552-5100.

✱ Monday, Dec. 15, 6-8 p.m., Robb 
& Stucky KitchenAid Culinary Cen-
ter: Wine expert Julie Glenn discusses 
champagnes and wines for the holidays, 
with tapas by Chef Kristina San Fil-
ippo, $55, 26501 S. Tamiami Trail, Bonita 
Springs. Call 390-2222.

✱ Monday, Dec. 15, 6-7 p.m., Whole 
Foods Market: Happy “Raw”lidays class 
with raw foods chef Debbie Green dem-
onstrating fun and tasty recipes using 
only uncooked fresh ingredients, free, 
9101 Strada Place, Naples. Call 552-5100.

✱ Tuesday, Dec. 16, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 
Haskell’s The Wine People: Holiday 
food cooking class with Chef Vincen-
zo Betulia, $85, 2021 Pine Ridge Road, 
Naples. Call 254-1120.

✱ Tuesday, Dec. 16, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
Whole Foods Market: Seafood 101 
cooking class with Nate Szwejbka, Flem-
ing’s Steakhouse sous chef, demonstrat-
ing simple recipes for preparing great 
seafood, $5, 9101 Strada Place, Naples. 
Call 552-5100.

✱ Wednesday, Dec. 17, 4-7 p.m., 
Whole Foods Market: Spice it up with 
mint tastings in various departments 
featuring this popular herb, 9101 Strada 

Place, Naples. Call 552-5100.

✱ Friday, Dec. 19, 6-7 p.m., Whole 
Foods Market: Cooking class with 
Whole Foods Chef Sumi Do sharing 
ways to make entertaining easier with 
bite-sized snacks, free, 9101 Strada Place, 
Naples. Call 552-5100.

✱ Saturday, Dec. 20, 11 a.m., Whole 
Foods Market: Baking class, with 
instructor Jessica Spray demonstrating 
how to make your own gingerbread 
house using Whole Foods’ kits, $15.99, 
9101 Strada Place, Naples. Advance reg-
istration necessary. Call 552-5100.

✱ Saturday, Dec. 20: 2-5 p.m., 
Wynn’s Market: Alexander Bernard, 
chef/owner of Alexander’s Restaurant, 
conducts cooking demonstrations and a 
book signing at Wynn’s Market, 141 Ninth 
St. N. Call Alexander’s at 262-4999.

Submit event listings to Cuisine@
floridaweekly.com. ■

M Waterfront Grille worthy successor 
to Maxwell’s on the Bay

karenFELDMAN
cuisine@floridaweekly.com
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A shortcake with 
Sauternes-mascer-
ated berries, mint 
paint and whipped 
cream elevates 
dessert to an art 
form.
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Visit www.MiromarOutlets.com for more details on special holiday hours, spectacular offers and events.

OVER 140 TOP DESIGNER AND BRAND NAME OUTLETS
INCLUDING: Ann Taylor Company Store, Bath & Body Works, Cole Haan Factory Store, DKNY,  

Eddie Bauer Outlet, Escada Factory Store, Esprit, GUESS Factory, Hugo Boss, J.Crew Factory, Juicy Couture, 

Kenneth Cole Company Store, Neiman Marcus Last Call Store, Nike Factory Store, Saks Fifth Avenue OFF 5TH, 

St. John Outlet, Timberland Factory Store, Vineyard Vines, Waterford Wedgwood, and many more!

V O T E D  S O U T H W E S T  F L O R I D A’ S  “ B E S T  FA C T O RY  O U T L E T  S H O P P I N G  C E N T E R ”  T E N  Y E A R S  I N  A  R O W  

MIROMAR OUTLETS
Tis the Season...for Savings up to  

70% OFF Retail Prices!

INFO: HOURS:  
LOCATION:

Miromar Outlets Gift Cards* 

make the perfect gift
this holiday season!
*Handling fee applies. Subject to terms and conditions.

SENIOR DAYS
TUESDAYS IN DECEMBER 

FREE CONCERT SERIES
EVERY FRIDAY, 6 TO 8 P.M.

KIDS HOLIDAY CRAFTS
DECEMBER 13, 10 A.M. TO 12 P.M.

TOY DRIVE DROP BOXES
THROUGH DECEMBER 14

COOKIE DECORATING
DECEMBER 20, 10 A.M. TO 12 P.M.

GIFT WRAPPING
DECEMBER 20 & 21, 10 A.M. TO 4 P.M.


