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Enjoying the great outdoors!
Four-year-old Isabella Whitman, of Land O’ Lakes, has some afternoon fun in the sun with bubbles at the Lodge Playground located in the
Wilderness Lake Preserve neighborhood. 

By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

It could cost more than a half-billion dol-
lars to build a tunnel under U.S. 41 to tackle
the traffic gridlock at that juncture with
State Road 54 in Land O’ Lakes.

A study recently completed for the Pasco
County Metropolitan Planning Organization
put the estimated cost at $550 million.

That’s significantly more than the $134
million estimated to build elevated lanes

over the state highway.
The estimate was presented to the MPO

board at an April meeting in New Port
Richey. The board, which reviews trans-
portation matters, includes Pasco County
commissioners and elected officials of the
county’s cities. David Gwynn, secretary of
District 7 for the Florida Department of
Transportation, is a nonvoting advisor.

“I was shocked when I saw the num-

U.S. 41 tunnel could cost half a billion

See TUNNEL, page 11A

RANDY UNDERHILL
Pasco County commissioners are consider-
ing a tunnel under U.S. 41 to relieve traffic
gridlock at State Road 54. 

Superintendent
touches on wide
range of topics
By Kevin Weiss
kweiss@lakerlutznews.com

Practically no education-related topic
was off limits during Pasco County Schools
Superintendent Kurt Browning’s recent visit
with The Greater Dade City Chamber of
Commerce. 

At a recent breakfast meeting at the The
Edwinola, Browning touched on everything
from teacher pay and performance stan-
dards, to acceleration programs and school
safety.

“We live in a crazy
day and time in edu-
cation,” said
Browning, addressing
dozens of chamber
members.

Browning praised
the district’s teachers
as a whole, saying
they’re “busting their
tail ends trying to ed-
ucate the kids.

“Being a teacher
today is tough, tough
work, and it is pa-
tience, particularly
when you look at the
schools. Every district has schools that range
on one end of the spectrum to the other —
from the low socioeconomic to the very af-
fluent schools,” Browning said.

The Pasco County school district encom-
passes about 73,000 students across 90
schools, making it the state’s 11th largest
district. Its annual operational budget is
about $1.2 billion.

A CALL FOR MORE
STATE FUNDING 

Browning mentioned he’s been visiting
schools throughout the county to gather
input from educators on “what’s right,
what’s not right, what needs to be fixed,
what’s working.”

In the same breath, he said there won’t
be salary increases for teachers and other
school base staff next school year. 

See TOPICS, page 11A

By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

Brightwork Crossing is going vertical.
Brick-and-mortar tower-like structures

are rising on the 32-acre site, off State Road
54, west of Wesley Chapel Boulevard.

These are early signs of an apartment
complex approved for up to 350 units. The
complex will be a series of four-story build-
ings with more than 60 apartments per
building, according to county records.

Permits also have been approved for a
WaWa convenience store, a Burger King and
the apartment’s clubhouse. Internal roads
include Tapestry Way, Maren Way, Ashley
Creek Trail and Canopy Creek Way.

Alabama-based Arlington Properties and
BW 54 56 Holdings LLC are partners in the
development. Representatives for the com-
panies weren’t available for comment.

Pasco County commissioners approved
the mixed-use, commercial and residential
project in August 2017. It’s been on the
drawing board since 2015.

Brightwork Crossing is approved for the

apartments, as well as 250,000 square feet
of offices, retail and a 150-room hotel.

Firestone Complete Auto Care store has
been named as a potential retail store.

Construction began in summer 2017 as
bulldozers cleared and leveled the vacant
land, located directly behind the Shell gas
station and Walgreen’s drugstore.

Traffic spills into the area from all direc-
tions, off State Road 54, State Road 56,
Wesley Chapel Boulevard and Interstate 75.

Brightwork Crossing will fill out a prime
corner at this major juncture for new devel-
opment, which already includes Tampa
Premium Outlets, Cypress Creek Town
Center, and Florida Hospital Center Ice.

The site where apartments are being
built was bisected by Old State Road 54, and
often used as a cut-through by motorists
seeking to avoid long waits at Wesley
Chapel and State Road 54 and State Road
56.

Old State Road 54 became part of a land
swap that gave the county green space for

KATHY STEELE
Construction crews are building apartments at Brightwork Crossing, a mixed-use project at
Wesley Chapel Boulevard and State Road 54. This view is from Old Cypress Creek Road.

Apartments on the rise
at Brightwork Crossing

See APARTMENTS, page 11A

Pasco County
Schools
Superintendent
Kurt Browning
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Sunlake student named Foot Locker scholar-athlete
By Kevin Weiss
kweiss@lakerlutznews.com

Sunlake High School’s Andrea Wallace is
more than just a star basketball player who
can score and rebound at will, and dazzle in
the post, with her 6-foot-1 frame.

She’s also a standout in the classroom,
maintaining a 4.0 grade-point average all
through high school.

Besides athletics and academics,
Wallace, too, strives to make an impact in
the community. It’s why she founded a
school club her junior year called Pass It
Forward, which focuses on empowering
young girls in Land O’ Lakes to use their
voice, display their strengths and encour-
age one another. 

“She’s that kid that wants to be great,”
said Reesa Hendrix-Pledge, Sunlake athletic
director and girls head basketball coach.

In her seven-plus years at Sunlake,
Hendrix-Pledge says no student-athlete bet-
ter exemplifies “excellence” in all aspects of
life than the senior forward.

“She’s kind of the model student,” the
coach said.

Wallace’s leadership skills, too, “are like
no other” — evidenced in being a three-
time team captain on the girls varsity hoops
team. 

“A coach couldn’t ask for somebody else
that can actually talk it then back it up at
the same time,” Hendrix-Pledge said.

To other Sunlake teachers and adminis-
trators meanwhile, Wallace is simply “an
awesome kid.”

To those that know her, it’s not far-
fetched that Wallace recently became one
of just 20 student-athletes nationwide hon-
ored this year in the Foot Locker
Scholar-Athletes Program. She was selected
from a competitive pool of over 13,000 ap-
plicants.

As a Foot Locker Scholar Athlete, Wallace
was awarded a $20,000 scholarship in a
surprise lunchtime ceremony on April 18 at
the high school.

Wallace was told she’d be giving a pres-
entation to district board members.
However, while giving her speech in an ad-
ministration room, Wallace was abruptly

overcome with emotion when a pair of
Foot Locker representatives entered the
room and diverted her attention with a
large check — literally — that read ‘Twenty
Thousand’ dollars. 

Wallace recalled the eventful moment af-
terwards: “It was actually pretty funny,
because when I walked in everybody had
their cameras out. I was like, ‘I’m not any-
body. I’m not that special.’ But, because I
thought it was for the district board —
that’s what I was told — so I came in and
gave the speech, but when they brought
the check I almost started crying. ...It’s
amazing. I didn’t even think that I’d be able
to get that.”

Wallace’s mother, Anne-Marie, was also
in attendance at the ceremony and was
likewise shocked by the scholarship reveal.
She used her lunch break to visit the school
even though she wasn’t given the reason.

“I was completely caught off guard,”
Wallace’s mother said. “This is going to be
so much of a big help for her, because with
(college) loans, at least it’ll be less on her.  I
am very grateful; very grateful. I was not ex-
pecting this…”

Though remaining humble about her
daughter’s accomplishments, Anne-Marie
noted her academically and athletically gift-
ed daughter has always displayed strong
work ethic and leadership qualities.

“She’s a pretty good girl,” Anne-Marie
said. “Andrea, she just works very hard, and
she’s disciplined, and she has such a good
attitude.”

Wallace applied for the scholarship in
mid-November at the behest of Hendrix-
Pledge. Five months later her coach
received a call from Foot Locker on a ran-
dom Friday evening. “…It was kind of out
of sight, out of mind, and then she had been
chosen,” said Hendrix-Pledge, who noted

she wasn’t totally taken aback, as her star
pupil met all the qualifications to win the
prestigious scholarship.

Wallace will play basketball next season
at St. Petersburg College, with intentions to
transfer to a university in a year or two. She
plans to study pre-law with hopes of be-
coming a lawyer and a judge someday.

It all follows what’s been a momentous
four-year varsity career, including her senior
campaign, where she averaged a double-
double (13.3 points, 10.6 rebounds) en
route to Sunlake’s first 20-win season and
the 7A regional finals. After the season,
Wallace was awarded the Sunshine Athletic
Conference East Girls Basketball Player of
the Year, along with first team All-
Conference honors.

Wallace made major strides on the court
after her freshman season, motivated to im-
prove after the team lost in the first round
of the district playoffs.

“I was upset that we lost…so I was like,
‘I really like playing basketball, and I like
being on the team, so what is a good way
for me to get better?’ So, I just kind of
worked that whole summer just to get bet-
ter and be in a position to play.”

That she did — developing into one of
the Bay Area’s top post players, and leading
the Seahawks to three straight winning sea-
sons and regional appearances. 

Of her 81 career games played, one
she’ll never forget is defeating Land O’
Lakes High her sophomore year in the dis-
trict semifinals, 54-20. (Sunlake later
defeated Springstead to capture the Class
6A district title). Said Wallace, “That was like
a moment that I’ll always remember forever
because we’d never, ever won anything like
that. …To win our district championship
and beat Land O’ Lakes High School was
like really, really big.”

Meanwhile, Wallace said balancing all
her commitments and responsibilities—
academically, athletically, socially — at times
“gets really, really difficult.” 

But, she doesn’t let the pressure rattle
her.

“It’s really easy to just say, ‘You know
what, I’m not going to do that today.’ Like,
it’s super easy to give up, so you just have
to stay focused on the bigger goal,” she said.

It’s a message she often bestows on oth-
ers, including her fellow teammates on
achieving their dreams: “If you want to be
the best, then you have to do something
about it. …What can you do to push your-
self to a bigger level?”

The Foot Locker Scholar Athletes pro-
gram began in 2011, which has resulted in

140 total scholarship recipients over
that time.

COURTESY OF SUNLAKE HIGH SCHOOL
Sunlake High’s Andrea Wallace was one of just 20 student-athletes nationwide honored this
year in the Foot Locker Scholar-Athletes Program, selected from a competitive pool of over
13,000 applicants. Wallace was recognized for her academic and athletic excellence, along
with her service to the community. She will play basketball next season at St. Petersburg
College, with plans to transfer to a university in a year or two.
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Tails go waggin’ in Pasco County’s parks
By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

The Tail Wagon Adoption bus rolled into
Crews Lake Wilderness Park with a special
cargo to unload on a Saturday morning in
April.

Volunteer dog handlers hooked leashes
to Hercules, Luna, Poe, Prince and Zeus for a
daily constitutional that wasn’t the usual rou-
tine for these four-legged residents of Pasco
County’s animal shelter.

Once a month, however, selected canines
get to go on a field trip — when Pasco
County Animal Services and the county’s
parks, recreation and natural resources de-
partment team up for Pasco Park Walks.

A handful of adoptable dogs trot and
stroll through one of four Pasco parks begin-
ning at 9 a.m., on the first Saturday of every
month.

The public is invited to bring their dogs
for the “pack walk.”

Or, visitors can come without a dog to
simply enjoy a community walk in the park.

And, those who are so inclined can adopt
a dog on the spot.

Sometimes, people are visiting a park
they’ve never seen before. 

So, in addition to finding some perma-
nent homes for pets that need them, the
walks also help showcase county parks.

“I see a lot of bright new faces,” said
Rachel Stever, education coordinator for
Pasco County Animal Services. “This is awe-
some.”

During the recent event, roughly a dozen
people pulled into Crews Lake in Spring Hill
bringing along all sorts of dogs.

The dogs were big and small, and medi-
um size. Some had long hair. Others, short
hairs. There were short legs or long legs.

They had one thing in common, though:
Their tails were wagging.

Shady Hills’ resident Teresa Simmons
brought her long-haired dachshund, Shelby.
“I wish there was one (walk) every week-
end. It’s nice to get out and be with others.”

Besides showing off their personalities to
possible future owners, the shelter dogs have
a chance to hone their pack walk manners.

Stever said the dogs selected for the
walks are usually larger and older dogs that

are less socialized, and harder to place.
“There’s a place they fit in,” said Stever.

“But, these dogs are skipped over because
they don’t look great in the shelter.”

On the walks, she added, “They’re learn-
ing how to better manage their issues.” 

Palm Harbor resident Libby Bryant works
as a veterinarian’s technician. She brought
her 9-year-old black Labrador, Apollo.

The park walks are for a good cause, she
said.

“It gets (the dogs) out of the cubicle set-
ting. It’s kind of making a different mentality
and lets them know it’s OK to be around
other dogs,” she said. “Most are rescue situa-
tions.”

This was Bryant’s first visit to Crews
Lake.

“I didn’t even know where it was locat-
ed,” she said.

Tarpon Springs’ resident Nancy Boyce
volunteers at Pasco’s animal shelter. Without
volunteers, she said there are dogs that don’t

get a daily walk.
She has three dogs, including one she is

fostering.
At Crews Lake, she started the walk with

Zeus, a young, mixed breed dog that tugged
at his leash, full of eager energy.

“I love dogs,” Boyce said. “We need volun-
teers so badly.”

Hercules is a mixed breed that has been
at the shelter the longest, and is a favorite of
volunteers and county staff members. He
was adopted and returned to the shelter
when he didn’t get along with the adopter’s
other dog. He isn’t fond of cats.

He probably would do best in a home as
the only dog, Stever said.

On the walk, he is friendly and very ap-
proachable, pausing to sniff plants and
flowers along the trail.

“He’ll cuddle with you like a couch pota-
to,” Stever said. But, she added, “It’s hard to
find someone who wants an only pet.”

Lutz resident Alba Parise walked 4-year-

old Poe, a mixed breed stray that came to
the shelter in December. “She’s shy,” said
Parise.

She enjoys volunteering as a dog handler.
“I can spend quality time with the dogs

at the shelter and let them see what it’s like
to be loved,” Parise said.

There are happy stories that come from
the shelter when dogs are adopted, said vol-
unteer Brenda Gale.

There are other benefits as well.
“I’ve made dozens of friends with people

who share the same passion, a passion for
the pups,” she said.

One dog on the Crews Lake walk was an
international rescue.

Kathy Jeffers saved 16-month-old Piper
from a South Korean meat market. The coun-
try has about 17,000 dog farms that supply
meat to restaurants and groceries.

Piper, a Jindo breed, was days from going
to the slaughterhouse. Jeffers picked him up
in Atlanta in February through the South
Korean nonprofit Save Korean Dogs.

The dog walk event benefits both dogs
and potential owners, said Jeffers, who is fos-
tering Piper.

“It’s a good thing to get him socialized
with other dogs and people,” she said.

It also gave her a preview of what Piper
will be like when he is adopted.

“I’m really proud of him. He did really
good,” Jeffers said.

FRED BELLET
Hercules, a mixed-breed, leads the way as a volunteer holds the leash during the Pasco
Park Walk at Crews Lake Wilderness Park in Spring Hill.

Pasco Park Walks
WHEN: May 5 at 9 a.m.
WHERE: Withlacoochee River Park, 12449
Withlacoochee Blvd., Dade City
COST: Free
DETAILS: Walks last 45 minutes to an hour.
Park locations are rotated monthly.
Info: PascoCountyFl.net

PARK WALK RULES AND GUIDELINES
• ONE handler per pet is required.
• DO bring secure 6-foot leashes with collars. 
• DO bring poop bags.
• DO bring water.
• DON’T bring retractable leashes.
• DON’T bring prong or electrical collars.
• NO dog Face-to-face contact permitted.
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Your Community Calendar • Submit 2 weeks in advance to: news@lakerlutznews.com • All listings free of charge

What’sHappeningWhat’s Happening
SCOUTS BREAKFAST
Two scout leaders — Dorothy ‘Dottie’
Brown and William ‘Bill’ Daggett — will be
honored April 26 at 7:30 a.m., at the Temple
Terrace Country Club, in recognition of
their service to the Boy Scouts of America.
Each leader will receive the Soaring Eagle
Award given by the Greater Tampa Bay Area
Council and the Boy Scouts of America. The
event is open to the public. Admission is
free. Donations will be accepted. For
reservations, contact Jeff Rock at (813) 872-
2691, ext. 115, or Jeff.Rock@scouting.org.

SOCIAL MEDIA FOR SENIORS
The Hugh Embry Library, 14215 Fourth St.,
in Dade City, will host a social media class
for seniors April 26 at 11 a.m. Topics will
include an in-depth overview of Facebook,
including tips on managing the newsfeed,
privacy and security settings, and how to
use Facebook as a news source and current
event resource. Participants must have a
working Facebook account and know your
login and password. For information, call
(352) 567-3576.

PETER PAN JR.
The Patel Conservatory will present
Disney’s “Peter Pan Jr.,” April 26 to April 29,
in the Straz Center for the Performing Arts’
TECO Theater. Performances are Thursday
and Friday at 7 p.m., and Saturday and
Sunday at 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. Tickets start at
$15. For information and tickets, call (813)
229-7827, or visit StrazCenter.org.

MOVIES FOR ALL AGES
The New River Library, 34043 State Road
54 in Zephyrhills, will host a senior cinema
April 27 from 2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., and a
children’s movie with popcorn April 28
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. For details, call (813)
788-6375.

AARP CHAPTER MEETING
Land O’ Lakes AARP Chapter 4764 will
meet April 27 at 10:30 a.m., at Land O’
Lakes Heritage Park, 5401 Land O’ Lakes
Blvd. The guest speaker will be Hope Allen,
president and CEO of the North Tampa Bay
Chamber of Commerce. For information,
email tata101@verizon.net.

MUSIC IN FILM
Tampa Theatre, 711 N. Franklin St., in
downtown Tampa, will present “Music in
Film” April 28 from 9 a.m. to noon, for all
ages. Dr. Steven Ball will discuss the history
of musical accompaniment from early silent
films to today’s blockbusters. Also included
will be an examination of the advent of
“talkies” and sound pictures’ impact on the
way films are scored, as well as the inner
workings of the theater organ. Registration
is $20 per person. For information, visit
TampaTheatre.org.

POETRY AND PRAISE
Grace Lutheran Church, 3714 W. Linebaugh
Ave., in Carrollwood, will host a free
concert and a little bit of humor on April 28
at 7 p.m. The church’s Spirits on Fire Praise
Team will present “Poetry and Praise,” with
a musical program, writings and guest
musicians. Admission is free. Donations will
be accepted. For information, call (813)
961-8747, or visit GraceTampa.org.

WOMEN’S EXPO
There will be a Women’s Expo & Style
Show April 28 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at
New Beginnings Family Church, 18935
Michigan Lane in Spring Hill. There will be
local vendors on beauty, wellness, health,
fashion and food. The first 100 women will
receive a welcome bag. There also will be a
fashion show. For information, call Lyz Piper
at (813) 545-4979.

VOLUNTEER TRAINING
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier
Parkway, will offer teen volunteer training
April 28 at 2 p.m., for ages 13 to 18. If

interested, participants can fill out a form
on PascoLibraries.org, and then call the
library at (813) 929-1214 to register. The
training sessions are limited to 10
participants.

VEGETABLE GARDENING
UF/IFAS Pasco County Extension will host
a free class on vegetable gardening basics
April 28 from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., at the
Dade City Watson Park Community
Garden. Participants can learn how to
choose a location, what makes good soil,
when to plant different vegetables, and
how to control garden pests. This is an
interactive class, so guests should bring
gardening gloves, water, a hat and
sunblock. Each family will get to take
home a free Pizza Garden kit. To register,
visit bit.ly/veggiegardening. For
information, contact Eden Santiago-Gomez
at (352) 521-1255 or
esantiagogomez@pascocountyfl.net.

EARTH DAY
Earth Day will be celebrated at Crews Lake
Park, off Shady Hills Road, April 28 from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. There will be a lady bug
release, croc encounters, children’s crafts,
tours of the Water Ventures Learning Lab, a
native plant sale, and rain water harvesting
and compost workshops. Bring a
thermostat or thermometer containing
mercury to get a $5 gift card. Guests can
also bring old electronics (first two TVs
free, others are $7 each) and household

hazardous waste to recycle. Shredding also
will be available, as well as the pill take-
back program and monofilament recycling.
Hits 106 will be live from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Preregister at bit.ly/2GzbgsN. For
information, call (727) 856-2917, ext. 201.

CANNING & PRESERVING
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier
Parkway,  will offer “Canning and
Preserving: Jams and Jelly” April 28 from 10
a.m. to noon. Registration and a signed
liability waiver are required. For
information, call (813) 929-1214.

SUPERHERO BREAKFAST
Cobb Grove 16 Theatres, 6333 Wesley
Grove Blvd., in Wesley Chapel, will host a
“Rise & Shine With the Heroes” Superhero
Breakfast April 28 at 9 a.m. The $30 cost
includes an “Avengers: Infinity War” ticket
and a breakfast buffet. Buffet access is from
9 a.m. to 10 a.m., with a 9:45 a.m., show
time. Tickets are available at
CobbTheatres.com, or the Box Office.

BENEFIT CONCERT
The eighth annual Helping Hands Benefit
Concert will be April 29 at 4 p.m., at Grace
Episcopal Church in New Tampa. There
also will be a bake sale, a silent auction
and a student concert. Tickets are $10 in
advance or $15 at the door. All money
raised will go to Metropolitan Ministries.
For information, visit
HelpingHandsTampa.com.

SCROLL SAW BUILD
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier
Parkway, will offer a guided open build
using a scroll saw May 1 from 10 a.m. to
noon. A volunteer teacher will show the
basics of the scroll saw to make wooden
toys. A signed liability waiver is required.
For information, call (813) 929-1214.

MYSTERY BOOK CLUB
The Hugh Embry Library, 14215 Fourth St.,
in Dade City, will host a mystery book club
May 1 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., to discuss
“The Woman in Cabin 10” by Ruth Ware.
For information, call (813) 929-1214.

CREATING A TERRARIUM
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier
Parkway, will offer a free terrarium seminar
May 1 at 6:30 p.m. There will be a
demonstration on the steps and
procedures for planting and caring for a
terrarium (a collection of small plants
growing in a clear enclosed container).
There also will be a list of notable plants to
use, examples of containers, and how to
solve problems. For information, call (813)
929-1214.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
The Zephyrhills Public Library, 5347 Eighth
St., will host a Zephyrhills Historical
Association meeting May 1 at 5:30 p.m.
Refreshments and food will be provided.
For information, call (813) 780-0064.

GARDEN CLUB
The Orange Blossom Garden Club of Lutz
will meet May 2 at 10 a.m., at the Lutz Civic
Center, 98 First Ave., N.W. The guest speaker
will be Jim Hawk on the subject of
“Dooryard Fruits.” There also will be a plant
show in the categories of Floral Design; Cut
Specimen; Combination Planting; Miniature;
and Single Planting. Members should bring
a small rooted cutting to trade (with label)
and a canned good for the food bank. Bring
your friends. For information, visit
Facebook.com/Orange Blossom Garden
Club of Lutz, Florida.

CINCO DE MAYO SOIREE
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier
Parkway, will host a Social Seniors’ Cinco de
Mayo Salsa Soiree May 3 from 10 a.m. to
noon, for ages 55 and older. Dancing with
Grace will teach the salsa, and there will be
coffee and cake. Seniors also can offer
library programming suggestions. For
information, call (813) 929-1214.

PRESERVATION SOCIETY
The Historic Hernando Preservation
Society will meet May 3 at 6:30 p.m., at
Brooksville City Hall, 201 Howell Ave., in
Brooksville. The guest speaker will be
Shane Forrester on “Indians of Eastern
Hernando/Pasco County.” Admission is free.
For more information,  you should visit
HistoricHernandoPreservationSociety.org.

CHILDREN’S NETWORK GALA
The Children’s Home Network will host “A
Night to Remember,” presented by Karl
Flammer Ford, May 4 from 7 p.m. to 11
p.m., at the Bryan Glazer Family JCC. There
will be food, cocktails and live music from
The Fabulous Rockers. Proceeds will help
heal abused, neglected and abandoned
children, and support local families in need.
Sponsorship opportunities are available. 
For more information, you can visit
ChildrensHomeNetwork.org/nighttoremember.

GUV’NA RACE
The Lutz Civic Association is looking for
Guv’na Race candidates. Those interested
must live or work in Lutz, and have a
desire to help community charitable
organizations. The race has been part of
the Lutz community for almost three
decades. The winner is announced at the
Lutz Independence Day Parade on July 4.
Email jenn4parade@gmail.com.

Saturday in the Square
Historic downtown Zephyrhills will host “Saturday in the Square” April

28 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m., at Main Street Zephyrhills, 38537 Fifth Ave. 
There will be live entertainment by “The Tropicana Cowboys,” local

food, beverages, discounts at local merchants, a free kids’ pizza party,
and games.

There also will be a scavenger hunt, with clues that can be found
on the Facebook page (Main Street Scavenger Hunt) starting at 5:15
p.m.

Guests can bring a chair. No coolers will be allowed. Admission is
free. 

For information, visit MainStreetZephyrhills.org/events.
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By B.C. Manion
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com

A new retirement community is coming
to Land O’ Lakes, which will offer independ-
ent living, assistant living and memory care
housing options.

Keystone Place at Terra Bella is expected
to open within weeks at 2200 Livingston
Road in Land O’ Lakes.

The development will have 140 total
apartments, with 62 dedicated to independ-
ent living, 56 to assisted living and 22 to
memory care, said Beth Barber, the develop-
ment’s executive director.

The idea is to provide a continuum of
care on one campus, so residents won’t have
to move away when they need a greater de-
gree of care, she said. Current residents will
have priority for access to the assisted living
and memory care accommodations.

Those moving in won’t need to pay a
large entrance fee or buy-in cost, Barber
added.

The development will have:
• One-bedroom and two-bedroom apart-

ments in independent living
• Studio, one-bedroom and two-bedroom

in assisted living
• Studio and one-bedroom in memory

care

Square footages vary, based on floor
plans.

The retirement community also will pro-
vide an array of services with an increased
level of assistance for residents in the assist-
ed living and memory care apartments.

Residents also will be able to enjoy a
host of amenities, including a pub, a theater,
a heated swimming pool, a beauty salon and
a library, Barber said. It also has a chapel.

A wide assortment of activities also will
be offered — to provide opportunities for
learning, socializing and having fun, she
added.

Costs vary based on the type of apart-
ment and the level of services provided.

The apartment designs are different, too.
Keystone Place at Terra Bella is coming

to the area because “definitely there was a
need for senior housing in Land O’ Lakes,”
Barber said. “It is such a growing area.”

Barber noted that people she has chatted
with have confirmed the need for senior
housing in the area, and they want a place
that will allow them to continue to live in
Land O’ Lakes.

Keystone Place at Terra Bella is now tak-
ing reservations.

For more information, call (813) 
388-2121, or visit online at
KeystonePlaceAtTerraBella.com.

By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

Pasco County received a $2 million fed-
eral grant to make the future Wiregrass
Sports Arena hurricane-resistant, according
to a news release from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency.

Pasco’s emergency management depart-
ment applied for the grant, which will pay
for 75 percent of the approximately $2.7
million total cost of hurricane prepared-
ness.

“We’re very excited for this opportunity,”
said Laura Black, assistant director of emer-
gency management. “It’s one of our top
projects.”

The federal agency awards these grants
through its Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program. The grants are provided to states,
and tribal and local governments, to reduce
the loss of life and property due to natural
disasters, including hurricanes.

The 98,000-square-foot sports arena will
be built and hardened to withstand up to
170-mph winds. That exceeds Florida’s stan-
dard requirement of 142 mph.

In addition, the floors will be elevated by
1-foot to reduce the risk of flooding. Also, a
1000-kilowatt generator will be installed to
provide backup power.

All of this will be done from the ground
up, during construction. Doing that will re-
sult in substantial savings, Black said, adding
the cost could be as much as $8 million, if a
retrofit was required afterward.

The Pasco County Commission ap-
proved the project as a public/private
partnership in 2017.

RADD Sports, a private company, will op-
erate and manage the sports complex. Pasco
County will own the facility and share in an-
ticipated profits.

The federal application included a cost
analysis on economic losses, if the arena suf-
fered hurricane damage and couldn’t
operate for a period of time, Black said.

In addition to the indoor sports arena,
the complex will have seven outdoor sports
fields, an amphitheater with an event lawn,
trails, pavilions and a playground. The coun-
ty also has a ground lease for a Marriott
Residence Inn that will be built with private
funds at the complex.

Richard Blalock, president of RADD
Sports, spoke last year at an economic brief-
ing luncheon sponsored by the Wesley
Chapel Chamber of Commerce (now
known as North Tampa Bay Chamber of
Commerce).

The facility will host sporting and recre-
ational activities, including basketball,
volleyball, cheerleading, dancing, wrestling,
gymnastics, curling and badminton.

Blalock last year estimated annual eco-
nomic impact would be about $6.5 million.
Over 10 years, about $8 million or more in
sales and use taxes would be generated, not
including tourism taxes from hotel stays.

A construction date isn’t scheduled as
yet, but the arena is expected to open by
late summer or early fall of 2019.

Wiregrass sports complex will be hurricane-ready

New retirement community
arriving soon in Land O’ Lakes
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She wants to make sure girls’ voices are heard
By B.C. Manion
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com

Lindsey Turnbull, a former resident of
Land O’ Lakes, has been named one of the
University of Central Florida’s 30 Under 30
alumni award winners.

Turnbull was recognized for her work as
the founder and CEO of MissHeard Media, a
platform that offers teen girls the opportuni-
ty to elevate their voices and to create
community.

MissHeard Media connects girls across
the globe by giving them a place to share
their stories and experiences, as well as an
opportunity to learn new skills that will help
them to chart their own course in life.

This year’s class of 30 Under 30 award
winners includes marketing and communica-
tions professionals, entrepreneurs, engineers,
software specialists, attorneys, education
leaders, doctors, nurses and a football star.
Amber Mariano, who represents District 36
of the Florida House of Representatives,
which includes a portion of Pasco County, is
also on the list, according to a UCF news re-
lease.

Turnbull studied history, anthropology
and women’s studies at UCF. She also served
as the program coordinator for the Young
Women Leaders Program.

MissHeard, with its board of teen girls and
youth-related professionals, focuses on girl-

centered and girl-created content to foster
empowered, girl-positive communities.

MissHeard Media seeks “to create a world
where all teen girls feel understood, pre-
pared, confident, and most of all, heard,”
according to its website.

Turnbull said her parents moved to Land
O’ Lakes when she was 7. She attended
Sanders Memorial Elementary School, Pine

View Middle School and Land O’ Lakes High
School.

She received her undergraduate and grad-
uate degrees from the University of Central
Florida before moving to the Washington
D.C. area to pursue a career in history and
museum studies.

But, a government sequester, which
placed a hard cap on government spending,
closed off employment opportunities she
had hoped to pursue, so she launched
MissHeard Media.

MissHeardMedia is an outgrowth of
Turnbull’s experience at the University of
Central Florida, where she worked closely
with teenage girls.

“What I really discovered was that all of
these teen girls were really smart and funny,
and had all of these really interesting things
to say, but nobody was really asking them
what they thought,” Turnbull said.

“I thought to myself: One day, I’m going to
do something so everyone will know how
awesome teen girls are,” she said.

That day came sooner than she expected.
She created MissHeardMedia.com to give

girls a platform for girls to share their stories.
But, she also realized that she missed

working directly with girls, so she began of-
fering workshops. She also does speaking
engagements.

“Most of what I do is in the D.C. area,
right now,” she said.

Soon, she’ll be offering a summer work-
shop, which will focus on mixing creativity
with technology, she said.

“We’re going to do an overview of all
kinds of different ways to be creative,” she
said.

“We still have the blog, which has stories
from girls around the world. We have a teen
advisory board, and they submit a lot of the
writing,” she said.

Turnbull wants to create the opportunity
for girls to be heard — both by their peers,
but also by society, in general.

“I think what a lot of people may not real-
ize is that teen girls are very aware of what’s
going on in the world, and they want to
make a difference and see change. I don’t
think a lot of adults realize that.

“I know when the Parkland activists start-
ed speaking out after the shooting, all of
these adults were like, ‘Teenagers don’t care
about this. Why should they have a say? Why
should we listen to them?

“And, as someone who has been working
with girls for 10 years, I was like, ‘Of course
they have things to say. You probably had
things to say when you were 16,” Turnbull
said.

To find out more about Turnbull’s work,
visit MissHeardMedia.com.

If you would like more information about
this topic, please contact Turnbull at (727) 491-
3922 or email lindsey@missheardmedia.com.

COURTESY OF KATHY CABBLE
Lindsey Turnbull, a former resident of Land O’
Lakes, has been honored for her work to give
young girls a chance to express themselves.

Pasco school district considers hiring security officers
By B.C. Manion
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com

Budget restrictions could prompt Pasco
County Schools to hire armed school securi-
ty officers to work in the district’s 47
elementary schools.

The district is considering using that ap-
proach — instead of using certified law
enforcement officers — because of fi-
nances, said Kurt Browning, superintendent
of schools.

“The money that they’ve (the Florida
Legislature) given us is not enough to go
the full-blown SRO (School Resource
Officer) program,” he said. 

The district has School Resource
Officers at its middle schools and high
schools, but needs to add armed security at
its elementary schools to comply with a
new state law, which was passed in re-
sponse to the slayings at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland.

The estimated cost for a single SRO dur-
ing the first year would be $145,000, which
includes a car and necessary equipment,

Browning said.
“You’re talking a lot of money that we do

not have,” the superintendent said.
A school security officer would be less

expensive because the district would not
provide a car, and he or she would be a dis-
trict employee working the 180-day school
calendar year.

Using school security officers also would
require 132 hours of training and a psycho-
logical evaluation before the employee
could be hired.

New Port Richey Police Chief Kim
Bogart urged Pasco County School Board
members to be very careful in making their
security plans.

“This is a tough situation. I get it. I’ve
been a cop a lot of years, and I’ve never
seen anything quite like this, this mandate
that we have,” Bogart said. “It is so important
that we get it right.

“I lean toward the SRO system, because I
want the best that we can possibly do, but I
don’t know if we can afford it,” Bogart said.

He also told board members that the dis-
trict must be sure its plan includes officers

who can fill in when others are out.
“if you go with the security officer con-

cept, if you have turnover, when is the next
academy for that? Do you have people lined
up, if there’s an absence at a school, that
somebody else can fill in? The next academy
could be three months away,” Bogart said.

He also noted that SROs working in New
Port Richey cannot leave school campuses,
unless they have someone there to relieve
them.

Once the law was signed, Bogart said he
made it a mandate: “The officers can’t leave
to go for lunch. They have to bring their
lunch. If they have to leave because of
court, or they’re ill, or anything, there will be
another officer that relieves that person.

“These are things I think you really need
to be thinking about now because the clock
is ticking,” Bogart said.

School board member Alison Crumbley
told Bogart she appreciated his comments.
“We are now in the security business,” she
said.

Regardless of the option that the district
pursues, it will be difficult to find enough

qualified people to fill the slots, Browning
said.

“To be frank, it’s going to be a concern
for us to find 50 people to fill 50 slots be-
tween now and Aug. 1 that will meet the
criteria,” the superintendent said.

Community meetings
on school safety
Representatives from Pasco County
Schools will give a presentation on school
safety and will field questions from the
public.

First meeting:
• May 2 at 6 p.m., at River Ridge High

School cafeteria, 11646 Town Center
Road in New Port Richey.

Second meeting:
• May 7 at 6 p.m., at Wiregrass Ranch

High School cafeteria, 2909 Mansfield
Blvd., in Wesley Chapel.
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Service and Style – with a Smile!
Special to The Laker / Lutz News

Growing up in New Jersey with five
sisters, Luis Ortega discovered his love of
hair styling at an early age. From simple
braids to updos for prom, he was the go-to
guy in his house for the latest look.
Ignoring his passion, his first job out of
high school was with Quest Diagnostics.

“I thought the medical field was a
smart choice,” says Ortega. “I enjoyed
that work, but when I turned 35, I knew
something was missing.” Having moved
to Tampa, he enrolled at Bene’s Career
Academy and Summit Salon Academy,
and earned a degree in cosmetology and
barbering, clocking 1,500 hours of class-
room and field work.

It wasn’t long before Ortega was mak-
ing a name for himself in the hair indus-
try. When an opportunity to partner with
stylist Brian Villegas came along, the two
decided to open Stilos Salon and Barber
in Land O’ Lakes. With a combined 14
years of experience, the duo offers a wide
range of services to make their clients
look and feel their best.

“We love to pamper our guests with the
details they want, including colors galore
and special treatments,” says Ortega. “We
value our client relationships and are ded-
icated to consistently providing high cus-
tomer satisfaction by rendering excellent
service, using only quality products, and
furnishing an enjoyable, relaxed atmos-
phere at an acceptable price.”

To keep their skills current, they
attend at least three national hair shows
each year. Ortega says they’re very excit-
ed about the upcoming international

trade show in Orlando.  “Attending the
Premiere Orlando event is the highlight
of our year,” says Ortega. “We get to rub
elbows with stylists from all over the
world, like Sam Villa, the education artis-
tic director for Redken. He’s one of the
most inspirational teachers in the indus-
try. We love that we can bring the latest
techniques, products and trends back to
our customers.” 

What they love best, however, is see-
ing the smiles on their customers’ faces. “I
enjoy taking people’s ideas and making
them reality,” says Ortega. “The services
and care we provide are very personal.
We have a very loyal customer base, and
it’s a joy to watch individuals evolve and
to be a part of their personal transforma-
tion.”

Call Stilos Salon today to schedule an
appointment for the best haircut of your
life. It is conveniently located in Land O’
Lakes on U.S. 41 in the Wilderness
Commons plaza, about four miles north
of State Road 54. 

Brian Villega and Luis Ortega

7016 Land O' Lakes Blvd.

813-428-6412
Offering a wide range of 

hair care services for 
men, women & children

www.bernierdental.com

PLEASE CALL FOR YOUR
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

813-601-1122
Evening and weekend 

appointments available.

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for a payment for any other service, examination or 
treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for free, discounted fee, or the reduced fee, service, examination or treatment.

5420 Land O’ Lakes Blvd, Suite 103 • 813-601-1122

Let us give you something to

Smile about

Cleaning, exam, consultation
and all necessary x-rays
ADA D1110, D0210, D0150

NEW PATIENT
EXPERIENCE

$9900

*New patients only. Not valid with any other offers 
or insurance. Does not include periodontal therapy.

Limited time only.

*

EXPIRES 5/31/18



WOMAN’S CLUB HOSTS BRUNCH
Members of the GFWC Lutz-Land O’

Lakes Woman’s Club hosted and served a
brunch to the Hope Lodge resident patients
who receive extended treatment at Moffitt
Cancer Center.

The lodge provides a home away from
home for patients and spouses, and it give
the club a chance to prepare and serve
homemade meals, along with conversation
and fellowship.

The women’s club also donates puzzles,
board games and other items for the resi-
dents.

For information about the club, visit
GFWCLutzLandOLakesWomansClub.org.

OPEN HOUSE
North Tampa Behavioral Health, 29910

State Road 56 in Wesley Chapel, will host an
Open House April 26 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.,
to kick off a new program called “The
Golden Years.”

Hors d’oeuvres and light refreshments
will be served.

To RSVP, call (813) 922-3300.

WATCHMAN LECTURE
Regional Medical Center Bayonet Point

will host a lecture on “Watchman,” a proce-
dure to reduce the risk of having a stroke
for patients with A-fib, April 26 at Heritage
Springs Clubhouse, 11345 Robert Trent
Jones Parkway in Trinity.

Dr. Rami Akel, board certified in cardio-
vascular disease and interventional
cardiology, will discuss the new procedure
to reduce the risk of stroke and atrial fibril-
lation, leading to the elimination of blood
thinners (anti-coagulation medicine).

Registration beings at 5 p.m., and a com-
plimentary dinner will be served.

Admission is free. For reservations, call
(727) 869-5498.

SMOKING CESSATION
The Zephyrhills Public Library, 5347

Eighth St., will host the IQuit Smoking
Cessation class April 27 from 1 p.m. to 3
p.m.

Participants can learn strategies for quit-
ting all forms of tobacco and learn about

nicotine replacement therapy.
There will be free NRT patches, gum and

lozenges, while supplies last.
To register, call (813) 929-1000.

OILS FOR HEALTHY LIVING
Sunsets Restaurant, 18430 Livingston

Ave., in Lutz, will host a free introduction
class on essential oils April 28 at 3 p.m.

Guests can learn what oils are, how they
work, and how to use the oils to support a
healthy lifestyle. 

For information, and to reserve a spot
and a free gift, call (813) 545-3342.

‘TAKE BACK’ INITIATIVE
Local prevention coalitions and law en-

forcement agencies will collect expired,
unused and unwanted prescription drugs, as
well as over-the-counter medications, April
28 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at The Shops at
Wiregrass, 28211 Paseo Drive in Wesley
Chapel. 

Other locations on that day include Gulf
View Square Mall, 9409 U.S. 19 in New Port
Richey, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; and Crews Lake
Park, 16739 Crews Lake Drive in Spring Hill,
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

For information, visit PascoASAP.com
(Pasco County); or HCSO.tampa.fl.us, and
search for “drug take-back” (Hillsborough
County).

NEWBORN CARE CLASS
St. Joseph’s Hospital-North, 4211 Van

Dyke Road in Lutz, will offer a newborn
care class April 29 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., in
Garden Classroom A.

This interactive class covers infant care,
including feeding, diapering, bathing safety,
signs of illness, and newborn characteristics.

The fee of $25 covers the expectant
mother and a support person.

To register, call (813) 443-2046.

FREE HEARING SCREENINGS
May is Better Hearing Month and JC

Audiology, 1519 Dale Mabry Highway in
Lutz, will offer free hearing screenings on
Fridays throughout the month of May.

Dr. Judith L. Reese and Dr. Jennifer Steed
will be available for screenings.

For information, call (813) 949-1331, or
visit JC-Audiology.com.

PREMIER GIVE DAY
Premier Community HealthCare has an-

nounced the start of the 2018 Premier Give
Day Tampa Bay donation period.

Through May 1, Premier will be accept-
ing donations to help serve uninsured
patients that may need prenatal services,
dental care, and more.

To make a donation, visit
tinyurl.com/ybd8o7fl.

BONE AND JOINT HEALTH
Florida Hospital Wesley Chapel will offer

a seminar on “Life’s Not a Spectator Sport”
May 1 at noon, in the fourth-floor classroom.

Dr. Charles Nofsinger, board-certified or-
thopedic surgery, and Barbara Morris,
director of community wellness, will discuss
the different symptoms and treatment op-
tions for bone and joint health.

A light lunch will be provided.
To reserve a spot, call (844) 504-9378, or

visit FHWesleyChapel.org/Events.

HEALTHY COOKING
Florida Hospital Wesley Chapel will offer

a crockpot cooking demonstration May 1
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., in the Health &
Wellness Classroom, Wellness Plaza, second
floor.

Registered dietitian Carlos Urriola and
Chef Jerry Dizalo will show you how to cre-
ate slow cooker recipes year-round.

For reservations, call (844) 504-9378, or
visit FHWesleyChapel.org/Events.

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier

Parkway, will host an Alzheimer’s Association
Caregiver Support Group May 2 at 11 a.m.,
to inform the community about services and
support available for patients with dementia.

For information, email Phyllis Bross at pe-
bross@verizon.net.

SOUND THE ALARM
The American Red Cross will host a se-

ries of “Sound the Alarm” events, as part of its

efforts to reduce the number of deaths and
injuries caused by home fires.

The Red Cross is asking for individuals
and groups to volunteer to help canvass
local high-risk neighborhoods to install free
smoke alarms and help families create home
fire escape plans.

• Hillsborough County Fire Rescue: May
2 at 9 a.m.

• Pasco County Fire Rescue: May 5 at 9
a.m.

• Tampa Fire Rescue: May 9 at 9 a.m. 
For information and to sign up, visit

SoundTheAlarm.org/CentralFlorida.

BATTLE OF THE BELTS
The trauma center at Regional Medical

Center Bayonet Point sponsored the $500
prize, which went to Fivay High School, for
the most-improved seatbelt use in the “Battle
of the Belts.”

The competition promotes seatbelt use
among teens, who have the highest fatality
rate of any age group for motor vehicle
crashes.

The Pasco County campaign is conduct-
ed at participating high schools with
partners Safe Kids/Johns Hopkins All
Children’s Hospital.

Several award categories also included:
Poster Contest won by Jessica Vernak,
Anclote High School; Essay Contest won by
Tyler Riccardo, J.W. Mitchell High; Public
Service Announcement won by Anclote
High; Campaign Book won by Mitchell High;
and Battle of the Belt Champion 2018 was
Land O’ Lakes High School.

ACCEPTING 

NEW
PATIENTS

Look and Feel 
Your Best, 

Inside and Out
IMPROVE YOUR:

Energy Level | Sex Drive
Memory | Appearance
Concentration | Vitality
Athletic Performance
with Anti-Aging & 

Functional Medicine

David Moreno, MD
Board Certified 

Internal Medicine 
and 

Anti-Aging Medicine

LAND O’ LAKES:
17210 Camelot Ct, Ste 102 | Land O’ Lakes

813-528-4064

BROOKSVILLE:
12142 Cortez Blvd. |  Brooksville

352-263-5447

ABLE TO WORK WITH MOST INSURANCE

FREE 
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
THROUGH 
MAY 31ST

BOTOX $179
FOR FIRST 20 UNITS

($10 FOR ADDITIONAL UNITS)
Juvederm also available! Must mention ad. Exp 5/31/18.

Spring Special

At Obstetrics and Gynecology of Trinity
our skilled and friendly team provides high
quality, comprehensive and personalized
medical care for women in all stages of life.
Services include routine gynecological and
pregnancy care, family planning and surgical
procedures. 

Our physicians are especially skilled in the
areas of minimally invasive surgical
procedures, including those utilizing the
daVinci robot.

We are located on the campus of Medical
Center of Trinity, just 15 minutes west of the
Suncoast Expressway on State Road 54.

Malieri Colon-Rivera, MD, FACOGJenny Buck, MD, FACOG Nay Hoche, MD

8A www.LakerLutzNews.comApril 25, 2018

Send health news to 
news@lakerlutznews.com

Health

&
Wellness

NEW APPOINTMENTS AT
TRINITY MEDICAL CENTER

The Medical Center of Trinity has ap-
pointed Cathy Lowe, MSN, MBA, CEN
(certified emergency nurse) as associate
chief nursing officer. 

Lowe comes from the HealthTrust
Transitional Leadership program, where
she served as an interim director of emer-
gency services at multiple HCA sites for
the last three years.

Lowe has a Master of Science in
Nursing and Master of Business
Administration from Anderson University.

She also has a Bachelor of Science in
Nursing from Indiana University and an
Associate of Science in Nursing from
Fayetteville Technical Community
College.

The hospital also has appointed/pro-
moted Ankit Patel, Pharm.D., into the
new position of vice president of opera-
tions. He has been the director of
pharmacy services since 2014.

Patel earned his Doctor of Pharmacy

at Florida A&M University College of
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences,
and completed a pharmacy residency at
Bayfront Medical Center in St. Petersburg.
He also was the interim pharmacy direc-
tor at South Bay Hospital.

During his tenure as director of phar-
macy at Trinity, he initiated the first
Pharmacy Residency Program in the HCA
West Division.

Patel received the Health Trust Supply
Chain Outstanding Leadership Award in
2017.

Cathy Lowe Ankit Patel
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LAKE PROPERTY LIQUIDATION EVENT
MAY 5TH at 10 AM – PRICES FROM $34,900 

WATCH THE VIDEO 
LakeLotsCloseout.com 

FORECLOSURE RESALES 
LAKEVIEW & LAKEFRONT LOTS

813-909-4888
2153 Collier Parkway • Land O’ Lakes

www.FranklinJeweler.net

SINCE 1946

Franklin Jewelers

MON-FRI  10AM-6PM • SATURDAY 11AM-5PM
CLOSED SUNDAYS

GIA & EGL
Diamonds Available

Jeweler on Premises

EXPERT WATCH & JEWELRY REPAIR

Laser Welder Repairs!
Let us fix your eyeglasses & much more

We Buy Gold & Diamonds
at the guaranteed highest price and paid in cash!

Lush
Shades
of Green
for MAY

10%
OFF

$5.00
OFF

FREE
Lay Away & Gift Certificates Available

ALL JEWELRY
REPAIRS

Not valid with 
any other offers.

With coupon. 
Expires 5/31/18

WATCH BATTERY
Limit 1 per customer.
Including installation.

Not valid with any
other offers. 
With coupon. 

Expires 5/31/18

JEWELRY
CLEANING
“While You Wait”

Not valid with any
other offers.
With coupon. 

Expires 5/31/18

HOMES FOR SALE
TAMPA BAY GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 3/2 1,670 sqft home on
oversized lot. The entire house is porcelain tile, wood look in
living room. Master suite features 2 walk-in closets, dual sinks
& large walk in shower.  The community boast pools, spa,
restaurant, golf, a pro shop, fitness center, tennis court, and
dog parks. Home is turnkey, and ready for a quick closing.
$249,900 Call Mary at 813-215-3580

ANGUS VALLEY – WESLEY CHAPEL WOW 6 bedrooms! 3
Full baths. Completely renovated home on over 1 acre. Bring
the whole family and the horses. NEW stainless steel
appliances, NEW Tile and Carpet, NEW granite countertops,
NEW air conditioning, NEW electric. New asphalt driveway.
NEW, NEW, NEW. MUST SEE TO BELIEVE!!  $174,999 Call Cody
at 813-909-0712

SKI, FISH, SWIM, RIDE, PLAY! BEAUTIFUL CORNER LOT, 3
bed/2 bath, 1807 sq ft in quiet, secluded neighborhood of
Paddock Groves Estates Addition to Lake Padgett Estates. New
carpet and paint. Features 3 Ski Size Lakes, Private Boat
Ramps, Lakeside Parks, Tennis Courts and is close to the
Horse Stables. $220,000 Call Cody at 813-909-0712

WESLEY CHAPEL’S ANGUS VALLEY Double wide mobile
home over 1,800 living space. 4 bedrooms, 2 bath, 2 garage.
Cash or conventional financing $155,900!  Phil Tamm 813-
408-1357

SUNCOAST POINTE VILLAGE-LAND O LAKES 3/2, 1158 sq.
ft. home. Convenient and practical floor plan. Indoor laundry.
Low community fees. Northpointe Shopping Center with a
great selection of shops, bars, restaurants is just 3 minute
drive away. Located near the Suncoast Parkway it is a short 20
minutes to Tampa International Airport. $185,000  Call Cody
at 813-909-0712

LEASE RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
LAKE PADGETT RENTAL! Charming 3 Bed/2 bath 1,578 sq ft
rental home with 102 feet of LAKE FRONTAGE and Boat
Ramp. Access to Lake Padgett. Access to 3 ski lakes.  Bring
your boat and horses! $1,750 per month. Call Cody at 813-
909-0712

WILDERNESS LAKE PRESERVE 3 Bed/3 Bath rental 3,554
total sq. ft.  3 car garage, large lanai overlooking pond.  $1,900
per month.  Call Phil Tamm 813-408-1357

LAKE LOTS
LUTZ 2.44 ACRE LAKEFRONT NO HOA or CDD includes well,
septic and impact!  Call Faith Garcia today. 813-503-6610

SKI LAKE 300’ road frontage & 250’ lakefront.  Property is
large enough for 2 homes.  On lakefront with white sandy
bottom. No Deed Restrictions. Call Cody Adams 813-909-0712 

LAKE KEEN JUST NORTH OF SUNSET IN LUTZ .48 acre lot to
build the home of your dreams! Swim, ski, Jet Ski or fish to
your heart content! $134,900 Call Faith Garcia 813-503-6610

GATED 1.66 ACRE WATERFRONT lot in Odessa Call Rick
813-245-5507 or Faith 813-503-6610

VACANT PROPERTY
WOODED BEAUTY BELL LAKE & ALPINE in Land O Lakes.
Come build your dream estate or family compound. Great Location,
beautiful wooded lot. Almost 3 acres. NO DEED RESTRICTIONS! City
water available. Property can be subdivided into two lots. Build on
one and sell the other. $299,900 Call Cody at 813-909-0712

SPRING HILL .51 Acres on Kanawha! Call Phil Tamm 813-
408-1357

RARE GEM BUILDABLE LOT IN LAKE PADGETT ESTATES –
Build your dream home or invest for the future with access to
3 ski lakes, including Lake Padgett. Owners have access
tennis courts, recreation areas and horse stables. NO CDD.
Bonus- A short ride to outlet mall and choice restaurants!  Call
Cody at 813-909-0712

S.R. 54 – Land O’ Lakes 4+ ACRES.  Call Phil Tamm 813-408-1357

.60 Acre MOBILE HOME LOT just $19,500!  Call Faith
Garcia 813-503-6610

WESLEY CHAPEL 1.65 Acres in Quail Hollow Pines. Call Phil
813-408-1357 – Builder available

5.9 ACRES includes POND Corner of Livingston and Wallace
in Lutz.  Build your dream home with your own private 5.9
acres with pond. Grandfather Oaks surround the property.
$274,900 Call Cody at 813-909-0712

S.R. 41 on Land O Lakes Blvd. 15 ACRES. Call Phil Tamm
813-408-1357

Russell Adams Realty, Inc.
2502 Land O’ Lakes Blvd.

Corner of Carson Rd. & US 41
949-3603 • www.russelladamsrealty.com

OUR AGENTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

Serving the Pasco area for over 40 years!

10% OFF
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By Betsy Crisp
Special to The Laker / Lutz News

Milkshakes were all
the rage back in the
1930s, but they were
loaded with calories
from fats and sugar.

Consumers have be-
come more health
conscious and have

been paying attention to the calories
they consume, and smoothies have
gained popularity — as a healthier alter-
native.

But, when it comes to smoothies, you
have to be careful, or you can pack on
the pounds unintentionally.

When made properly, smoothies can
be packed with nutrients and yet be
lower in fat, sodium and added sugars.

They are a great way to do a “grab
and go” out the door for breakfast or
lunch. They travel well in an insulated
travel mug and allow you to fill up
quickly.

Smoothies are easy to make, too. All it
takes is a blender or food processor.  You
just grab your ingredients and with
minor preparation, toss them in, whirr,
pour and slurp!

There are many options, when it
comes to ingredients, too.

Flavor combinations are fun to exper-
iment with by mixing and matching a
few ingredients that complement each
other.

Bananas provide a creamy texture.
Frozen fruits will make it thick and icy
without diluting the flavor.

For the liquid, you can add skim milk,
fortified soy/almond/coconut milk, or
nonfat yogurt to fortify the drink with
calcium.

Ground flaxseeds add fiber and
omega-3 fatty acids.

Spices such as cinnamon and nutmeg
add flavor. Even kale and spinach can
pack a powerful punch.

If you are heading out the door to
school/work, just pour it into an insulated
travel mug with a lid and straw, if needed.

If you are serving to family/friends at
home, smoothies look elegant in tall,
thin glasses – you can even take time to
garnish with a sprig of mint, piece of
fruit, or just a dusting of baking cocoa,
cinnamon or nutmeg.

If you make the proper/healthy
choices in creating your smoothie, the
average smoothie is just 100 calories per
cup, versus maybe 300 calories or even
more for ice cream and milkshakes.

Betsy Crisp, MS, LD/N, is a professor
emeritus of the University of Florida/IFAS
Extension - Family & Consumer Sciences

What’s Cookin’
Smoothies can be tasty and nutritious Smoothie Recipes

• Calcium Combo: Combine 1 cup fresh strawberries,
1/2 cup plain nonfat Greek yogurt, 1/2 cup low/nonfat
milk, 3 Tablespoons ground flax seeds, and 1/2 tea-
spoon vanilla extract and 1/2 teaspoon ground
cinnamon.

• Energy Booster: 1/2 cup orange juice, 1/2 cup
low/nonfat milk (or fortified soy/almond/coconut milk),
1/2 banana (sliced), 1/4 cup blueberries, 1/8 cup of
wheat germ

• Go Green: 1/2 cup kale/spinach and 1/2 cup low-
fat/nonfat milk (or fortified soy/almond/coconut milk) –
blend until smooth and then add 1/2 cup plain nonfat
yogurt, 1/2 medium banana, 1 small apple (cored and
cut into pieces), 1 cup frozen fruit (your choice of one
or mixed), 1 Tablespoon flax/chia seeds (pick one or
combine both – or omit).

• Very Berry: 1 cup frozen strawberries, 1 cup frozen
raspberries, 1 cup pineapple chunks (fresh or canned),
1 medium banana, 1 cup low-fat/nonfat milk (or forti-
fied soy/almond/coconut milk), and 1 cup ice
cubes/crushed

• Vitamin C for Me: Combine 1/2 cup water, 1/2 cup
orange juice, 1/2 cup nonfat plain Greek yogurt, and 1
cup frozen fruit
(strawberries/raspberries/blackberries/blueberries/cher
ries, etc. - unsweetened)

• Wow – A Purple Cow: 3/4 cup 100% concord/purple
grape juice, 1 cup low-fat/nonfat milk or yogurt, 1 tea-
spoon vanilla. 10 ice cubes

Instructions: Just add all the ingredients into the
blender/food processor. Turn it on and process until smooth. 

Note: If the mixture is too thick, add a little more liquid, a
little at a time. If it is too chucky/lumpy for your liking, just
process a little longer. If it appears to be too thin, add 1/2
a banana – that should do the trick! Each recipe above
makes approximately two 8-ounce servings.

BETSY CRISP
These smoothies — one strawberry and the other, blueberry — offer a refreshing,
healthy delicious drink.



SCHOOL SAFETY MEETING
A School Safety Town Hall meeting will

take place May 7 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., at
Wiregrass Ranch High School, 2909
Mansfield Blvd., in Wesley Chapel.

Participants will include Pasco County
Schools, Pasco County Council of
PTAs/PTSAs, local law enforcement, mental
health providers, parents, students and local
elected officials.

A question-and-answer session will fol-
low the presentation. The community is
encouraged to attend to give input.

SCHOOL HONORS COUPLE FOR
DEVOTION TO THE ENVIRONMENT

Deer Park Elementary School administra-
tion, teachers and students celebrated 28
years of school beautification projects, rec-
ognizing Nancy and George Pratt for their
devotion to the school and teaching stu-
dents environmental stewardship.

The event included a parade of student
council members wearing 29 years of
Earth Day buttons, songs by the chorus, a
presentation/reflection, and a butterfly re-
lease.

The Pratts created a garden in the center
of the school for outdoor lessons and for
families to have lunch with their children.
Nancy also created a character, “Mother
Earth,” to teach students to do their part in
keeping the earth clean. 

Other programs started were a recycling
committee called “Earth Patrol” and an art
competition to design an Earth Day button,
which the school sells for fundraisers.

Students began fundraising last August
to create a special student outdoor area to
be known as Pratt’s Place. There is a shade
tree with a circular wooden bench, known
as the buddy bench; and four additional
trees have been added to the children’s
play area in the Pratts’ honor. There also is a
stone dedication plaque.

LEADERSHIP SEMINAR
Registration is open until May 31 for the

2018 Florida Student-Athlete Leadership
Seminar, which is slated for Aug. 1 at West
Port High School in Ocala.

The event will include keynote address-
es, breakout sessions, a student-athlete
panel, and presentations in competition,
leadership, social media and other topics.

The first session will begin at 8 a.m., and
the seminar will last until 2:45 p.m.

All registrations take place through
GoFan, FHSAA’s digital ticketing provider.

The cost is $30 per student, and includes
a shirt, lunch and a commemorative gift.

The seminar is open to the first 100 stu-
dent applicants.

Schools may register students at
tinyurl.com/y82b42yr.

For more information, please visit
tinyurl.com/yc4tgrvx.

MUSICIANS ASSOCIATION
WINNERS

The Florida Orchestra Musicians
Association announced the winners of the
annual Justine LeBaron Young Artist
Competition, named in memory of the for-
mer principal horn of the orchestra, Justine
LeBaron.

Local winners were Alexey Heroux (age
10), of Lutz, third place Junior Instrumental,
violin, Seitz’ Violin Concerto No. 5, third
movement; and Jithen Shriyen (age 12), of
Land O’ Lakes, third place Junior Piano,
Chopin’s Grand Waltz No. 4 and Biotti, “The
Firefly.”

LOCAL STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
• Brendan Gonzalez, of Lutz, was induct-

ed into the Western Kentucky University
chapter of Phi Eta Sigma National Honor
Society. The induction confers a lifetime
membership.

• Em Ovalle, of Lutz, has been named to
the fall Dean’s List at Centre College,
Danville Kentucky. Ovalle is a graduate of
Freedom High School.

• Genna Aspres, of Odessa, was inducted
into Phi Eta Sigma at Coastal Carolina
University, South Carolina. 

• Loredana Di Cosola, of Odessa, has
been initiated into The Honor Society of Phi
Kappa Phi at the University of Tampa.

• Kristen Barry and Harrison Weeks, both
of Odessa, and Alanah Cranwell, of Lutz,
were inducted into The Honor Society of
Phi Kappa Phi at Florida State University.

• Benjamin Brown, Aldo Colon and
Taylor Masters, all of Odessa, and Sean Flynn
and Jiain Xie, both of Lutz, were initiated
into The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi at
the University of Florida.

LOOKING FOR ALUMNI, PHOTOS
Independent Day School/Corbett Prep is

turning 50 and is looking for alumni who at-
tended the Independent Day School in
Tampa, for an anniversary celebration that
will take place Aug. 18.

The school is asking for stories and pho-
tos from former students who were
enrolled anytime between the school’s
founding in 1968 to present day.

To share your memories, help with plan-
ning or attend the event, email Lisa
Herscovici at lherscovici@corbettprep.com,
or join the Facebook group at
Facebook.com/groups/IDS50.

Independent Day School changed its
name to Corbett Prep in 2012, and is locat-

ed at 12015 Orange Grove Drive in
Carrollwood.

For information, call (813) 961-3087.

HILLEL NOW OFFERS
PRESCHOOL

Hillel Academy, Tampa’s only accredited
Jewish day school, and the Tampa JCCs and
Federation have announced that Tampa JCC
Preschool will be offered at Hillel Academy
starting this fall.

This will be the first time preschool will
be offered at Hillel, which was founded in
1970 for students in kindergarten through
eighth grade.

The Hillel Academy location, in
Carrollwood, will be the third for Tampa
JCC Preschool, with others located in
Citrus Park and South Tampa.

The new preschool is for children ages 3
and 4, who have turned age 3 by Sept. 1,
2017.

The program will run August through
May, from 8 a.m. to 3:15 p.m., weekdays.

For information, contact Jen Goldberg at
Jennifer.goldberg@jewishtampa.com or
(813) 769-4738.
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Baked Chicken, Stuffed Pepper & Tomato, Gyro, Briam, Mousaka,
Dolmades, Spanakopita, Souvlaki, Large Greek Salad w/Potato Salad

ANY GREEK
ENTREE

Dine In - Take Out - Drive Thru - Catering KIDS EAT FREE ALL DAY MONDAY Dine in only. One child per adult.

SPRING SAVINGS
WITH THE UBER EATS AND SLICE APPS!

PizzaVillaLOL.com

$2.00 OFF *

*Cannot be combined with other offers. One coupon per ticket/table. Expires 5/31/18.

21501 Village Lakes Center 
Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639

(813) 949-7484

TUESDAY,
THURSDAY

AND SUNDAY

$5.99
SPAGHETTI 
OR PENNE

with one topping

WEDNESDAY
AND

SUNDAY

$10.95
GREEK STYLE

CHICKEN

WEDNESDAY
AND

SUNDAY

$8.95
LASAGNA

$10.95 
with salad

Provided locally by:

Pet Loss 
Support 
Group

Last Thursday of the Month from 3 - 4:30 p.m.
Upcoming Dates: April 26, May 31, June 28 & July 26

Gulfside Center for Hospice Care
5760 Dean Dairy Road in Zephyrhills

Our relationship with our pets is very special. For many of 
us, they are members of the family, and when the bond we 
share is broken, the resulting sense of loss and grief can 
be overwhelming. At Gulfside Hospice’s Pet Loss Support 
Group, you can share your feelings with others who are going 
through a similar experience.

Facilitated by Chaplain Mike Merritt

For more information or to RSVP, call 727-845-5707.

Media Sponsor:

Come Grow 
With Us!

New Patients Welcome
Convenient to: Odessa • Trinity • Land O’Lakes

• Primary care pediatrics for infants, children, and adolescents
• Physician owned and locally grown, with 12 neighborhood 

locations throughout Tampa Bay
• Evening & weekend hours open to all patients (select locations)

1850 Crossings Blvd.
Odessa, FL 33556

Behind shopping plaza
at SR 54 and

Suncoast Parkway

Suncoast Office
(813) 475-7100

www.PediAlliance.com
Melody Baade, MD • Ignatius Tan, MD

COURTESY OF MELONIE MONSON

Students receive honors
Students from across the community were honored by The Greater Zephyrhills Chamber of
Commerce Citizen of the Month program. Each honoree was chosen by teachers and
administration for their exemplary effort, achievement and contribution to their school, fami-
ly and community. Those recognized in April were: Nicholas Dester, The Academy of
Spectrum Diversity; Jordan Parrmore, The Broach School; Christian Clement, Chester W.
Taylor Elementary School; Hayden Anderton, East Pasco Adventist Academy; Sabrina Mraz,
Heritage Academy; Gabriel Thomas, Raymond B. Stewart Middle; Natasha Wallinger, West
Zephyrhills Elementary; Sam Levenson, Woodland Elementary; and Madison Shipley,
Zephyrhills High.



Basic Wash • Wash & Wax • Full Detail • Home Pressure Washing Also Available

Keep your car looking great.

Call Curtis for Appointment 813.347.0502

$55.00
WASH 
& WAX
$75 Value

$65.00 
HEADLIGHT

RESTORATION
up to $100 Value

MOBILE DETAILING

2346 Raden Dr. • LandO’ Lakes
(Behind Wendy's)

813-909-8710 • 813-909-1432

Must present ad. Expires 4/30/18.

Artistic Braiding
& Make-Up Artist 
Available.

SCHEDULE 
TODAY!

PROM &
GRADUATION UPDOS

$4500
& up
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bers,” Pasco County Commissioner Mike
Moore said.

Other findings in the study showed that
right of way purchases for the tunnel and
the elevated lanes would be $70 million
each. 

Maintenance costs for elevated lanes
would be $7 million through 2040. Costs for
the tunnel are uncertain, but maintenance
would be more than $7 million in the same
time period, the study says.

Moore supported the study that MPO
board members requested in January. At the
time, many thought the board would make
a final decision on four recommendations
presented by a volunteer task force.

But, Moore said, “It was important to me,
at least, to look at every possible solution,
and cross it off if you need to.”

Based on the study’s results, he said, “I
would definitely say this would be crossed
off my list.”

Pasco County Commissioner Jack
Mariano isn’t quite ready to do that, howev-
er. He convinced board members to delay
its final design selection until the May 10
meeting.

He asked that planning staff members in-
quire about a tunnel built in downtown Ft.
Lauderdale.

That tunnel, he said, appears to be short-
er in length than the model considered for
U.S. 41.

“Could they have saved a little more if
they did it differently?” said Mariano, refer-
ring to the study. “I think we should take a
closer look. The numbers might come down

quite a bit.”
The study considered a tunnel of 6,000

linear feet, with 4,000 linear feet under-
ground. Approaches to the tunnel would be
1,000 feet on either side.

Moore asked Gwynn if the state trans-
portation department would sign on for a
project of more than half a billion dollars.

“It’s certainly a lot more difficult to fund
than other options,” Gwynn said. He also
noted that the tunnel’s design would have
to meet certain traffic criteria. “You may find
you can’t shorten it a lot,” he added.

The task force, which studied the matter
for two years, looked at 11 alternative de-
signs and a no-build option. Among the four
designs the volunteer group recommended
were elevated lanes at major intersections
and a system of parallel frontage roads at-
grade level.

The task force never considered a tun-
nel, which would be built with a “cut and
cover” technique.

Workers would cut a large size trench,
lined with walls, and then, cover it over.

The intersection of U.S. 41 and State
Road 54 sees upwards of 100,000 vehicles a
day pass through it.

The MPO will decide on May 10 if they
want to add the tunnel to the list of poten-
tial designs. If approved, the issue would go
back to the task force for review.

If the tunnel is rejected, board members
plan to vote on the four recommendations
from the task force.

“This needs to get on the docket,” said
Pasco County Commission Chairman Mike
Wells Jr. “We need to get moving on this.
Time is of the essence. This intersection is
not getting better.”

TUNNEL, from page 1A

That’s because any additional state fund-
ing for education has already been
earmarked for school safety, mental health
services and classroom supplies, he said.

“Once you take those three things out of
there, there’s not a lot of flexible spending.
So, when you start talking about pay rais-
es…I can’t do it. I can’t do that next year
because there’s not the money there for us,”
Browning said.

“You’ve seen the reports on the national
news about teachers walking out of class-
rooms, demanding more money, and I can
sympathize with them on what they’re
doing. But...in Florida we can’t do that, and I
will advocate that,” he said.

Related to teacher pay, Browning
stressed the state legislature “has got to get
serious about how we’re going to fund edu-
cation to the levels that it needs, so that we
can address all the issues that we’re having
to face.”

Browning also blasted the Florida
Standards Assessment, the state’s accounta-
bility system, and the idea of assigning
grades to schools and districts.

Though Pasco is labeled a ‘B’ district,
Browning acknowledged the school system
“has a lot of ‘C’ schools, fewer ‘B’ schools
and even fewer ‘A’ schools. 

“I am not sold on the idea that we tag a
school with an ‘A, B, C, D or F’ — and that is
going to really set the course for that
school,” Browning said.

“Realtors, they will sell property based
on the grade that school is given. It’s grossly
unfair. I’ve asked realtors, ‘Please do not sell
homes to folks, No. 1, based upon a school
grade; and secondly, they think that is the
school they’re going to attend.’”

Browning also criticized the state’s evalu-
ation system for teachers. 

It doesn’t add up that approximately 98
percent of the district’s teachers are graded
“effective or highly effective” yet the school
district still has a ‘B’ grade, he said. 

“A lot of it’s based on student outcomes,
student data, which some of it should be.
But, we’re still arguing about how we come
up with a system that truly evaluates in-
structors, teachers and district staff for that
matter,” Browning said.

Some type of measure is needed to truly
delineate great teachers from subpar ones,
Browning suggested. 

“I want great teachers, and I want to
keep great teachers in our schools.,” he said.
“Our kids, our communities do not need
mediocre teachers in our classrooms.”

RIGOROUS ACADEMIES,
TECHNICAL PROGRAMS

Meanwhile, Browning proudly discussed
the district’s school acceleration and techni-
cal programs.

He highlighted the success of the “high
rigor” Cambridge International Programme
in place at five schools — Pasco Middle and
Pasco High since 2014; and this year intro-
duced at San Antonio Elementary, Paul R.
Smith Middle and Anclote High.

Pasco County Schools was recently
awarded the District of the Year — Medium

Sized Cambridge District. The district was
recognized for expanding access to
Cambridge exams by more than 100 per-
cent and achieving a pass rate of 76
percent. The district also had 31 students
who received a Cambridge Learner Award.

The Cambridge curriculum can be com-
pared to Advanced Placement and
International Baccalaureate curricula,
whereby students in the high school pro-
gram can earn college credits and an
international diploma. Those who earn the
diploma also qualify for a Florida Bright
Futures College scholarship.

“If you set the bar high, those kids will
achieve it,” Browning said, later adding he
will continue to “press hard” for more rigor-
ous academic programs district-wide.

Additionally, Browning was upbeat about
the many career and technical academies
the district currently offers, such as
Zephyrhills High’s aviation academy and
Wesley Chapel High’s automotive technolo-
gy academy, along with academies at other
schools ranging from health to finance to
robotics engineering, and more.

Said Browning, “We’ve just opened up a
lot of choices for kids — getting kids the
opportunity to get a taste of what it is in
the real world, and make those connec-
tions about what they’re learning in the
classroom and how that applies to real
life.”

He also observed: “When you can make
that connection of what it is and how does
this really impact you as an adult, then they
start seeing.”

Many graduates of Wesley Chapel High’s
auto academy are making as much as
$75,000 to $80,000 working at local car
dealerships, Browning said.

“We know that not all kids in our system
are college bound. Does that mean they
shouldn’t be successful? No. Does that mean
they shouldn’t make good salary? No,” the
superintendent said.

The school superintendent also talked
about the possibility of a technical high
school in east Pasco, noting it’s on the dis-
trict’s five-year facilities work program. 

The district’s only two technical offer-
ings — Marchman Technical College and
Wendell Krinn Technical High School (re-
placing Ridgewood High in 2018-2019) —
are located in New Port Richey.

He said plans call for another such
school to be built on a 125-acre, district-
owned tract of land on Handcart Road in
the Dade City area — to serve students liv-
ing in Dade City, Zephyrhills and Wesley
Chapel. 

“We are trying our darnedest to find
money to build that facility,” the school su-
perintendent said. 

Elsewhere, Browning spoke extensively
about school safety measures, from the dis-
trict’s active threat plan to beefing up
school security.

He also noted that he’s staunchly op-
posed to arming teachers and other school
personnel.

“There’s something inside me that tells
me anytime I introduce a gun in a class-
room, on a school campus, it’s just another
opportunity for someone to get hurt or
killed,” Browning said.

TOPICS, from page 1A

its wildlife corridor, as well as room for a fu-
ture park-and-ride facility.

Recent and future road projects are on
tap to improve traffic flow along the area’s
major corridors.

Brightwork Crossing will have access
via Wesley Chapel Boulevard to Cypress
Creek Town Center, at the center’s

Pondside Drive entrance.
Wesley Chapel is partially widened, near

State Road 56, and the county plans eventu-
ally to widen the boulevard to six lanes to
just north of Magnolia Boulevard. There will
be 4-foot bicycle lanes, a median, 5-foot side-
walks on the eastern side, and an 8-foot
multi-use trail on the western side.

Construction is expected to begin in
2018 on a diverging diamond interchange at
I-75 to improve traffic flow.

APARTMENTS, from page 1A

COURTESY OF PATRICIA SERIO

Teaming up to send care packages
Members of the GFWC Lutz-Land O’ Lakes Woman’s Club helped Support the Troops, in
Wesley Chapel, by packing 21 boxes and filling 462 bags of snack items for the upcoming
FlyFest at MacDill Air Force Base. The club also presented a donation check to be used for
postage to ship boxes to troops deployed overseas. Donna Losch organizes a team that
regularly helps Support the Troops pack boxes filled with hygiene items, coffee, treats and
other items, which may be unavailable in remote outposts. Club members teamed with
Director Mark Van Trees, left, and Losch, right.

The Laker/Lutz News Staff Report

The month of April is federally sanc-
tioned as Donate Life Month, according to a
news release from LifeLink of Florida.

Throughout the month, LifeLink of
Florida will be calling attention to the im-
portance of organ, tissue and eye
donations.

The organization celebrates both the
lives of recipients, who are fortunate
enough to have received a donation, and
the donors, whose legacies live on through
their donations.

There are more than 115,000 men,
women and children who are still waiting
for donors, including more than 5,800 in
Florida, the news release says.

One organ donor can potentially save
the lives of eight people, and improve the
lives of 70 more through tissue donation,
LifeLink of Florida says.

Donation, with the primary exception of
living kidney donation, occurs after death
and deciding to register as a donor does not
impact your medical care should you be-
come ill or injured in an accident, the

release says.
People of all ages can choose to donate

and help others in need, and donation is
supported by all major religions as a per-
sonal choice and act of generosity.

Donation places no financial burden on
the donor’s family.

Last year, nearly 35,000 lives were saved
throughout the country thanks to organ do-
nation, more than ever before, and
thousands more were improved through
tissue transplantation, the release says.

Sadly, 22 people die each day because of
a lack of available organs for transplant.

Tens of thousands are waiting across the
United States for a chance to receive a kid-
ney, heart, lung, liver, pancreas and/or small
intestine transplants.

If you are interested in registering to be
an organ donor, you can do so online at
DonateLifeFlorida.org.

You also can do so during a driver’s li-
cense transaction at your local Department
of Motor Vehicles.

To find out more, call LifeLink of Florida
at (800) 262-5775, or visit
LifeLinkFoundation.org.

Campaign urges organ donations to save lives
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How does Academy at the
Lakes follow last year’s
championship season?

The Academy at the Lakes Wildcats
capped off a remarkable 11-1 season by win-
ning the school’s first-ever eight-man state
football championship.

What will they do for an encore?
For starters, the Wildcats will need to

manage without running back/linebacker
Daniel Gonzalez, one of the most dominant
two-way players in the Florida 8-man ranks.
Besides rushing for more than 1,000 yards
and scoring 25 total touchdowns, the team
captain was equally dominant on defense
with138 total tackles and 7.5 sacks. Gonzalez
isn’t the only significant departure. The
Wildcats also must find reinforcements for
other All-State players including wideout
Isaiah Smith, kicker Zachary Moore and All-
Conference center Evan Lutz. 

But, the cupboard isn’t totally bare on ei-
ther side of the ball.

Key returnees include sophomore quar-
terback Jalen Brown (684 passing yards, 19
total touchdowns, one interception); senior
tailback Jamaal Johnson (725 scrimmage
yards, nine total touchdowns); and a pair of
All-State honorees in senior defensive line-
man Dylan Price (98 total tackles, 15.5 sacks)
and sophomore offensive lineman Andrew
Kilfoyl.

Also working in the Academy’s favor is
the return of head coach Shawn Brown, who
was recently named Florida Christian
Association of Private and Parochial Schools
(FCAPPS) Football Coach of the Year. Many of
his assistants are expected to return, too.

Can Land O’ Lakes turn the corner
with its new coaching staff?

With new head coach Chad Walker in
place, Land O’ Lakes hopes to reverse its
streak of four consecutive losing seasons.
Even at just 34, Walker brings a wealth of ex-
perience as a former college coach and
professional player in Europe — knowledge
he’ll use to try to inject excitement to one of
the county’s most historic programs. 

The Gators — coming off a 4-5 mark last
year under former coach Brian Wachtel —
won’t require a complete rebuild; they likely
will feature some different schemes and
wrinkles under the new coaching staff.
Working in the program’s favor is a sizable
senior class that includes 1,000-yard running
back Kyle Leivas, leading pass catcher Nate
Howard (14 receptions, 202 yards, one
touchdown), and top defender Myron Bloom
(76 total tacklers, five tackles for loss, two
sacks). The role of quarterback, however, re-
mains a question because of Ethan
Forrester’s transfer to Wharton High School.
Forrester, a rising junior, threw for nearly 800
yards along with five touchdowns and seven
interceptions.

Will Cypress Creek show
improvements in the program’s
second year?

First-year sports programs typically struggle. 
Such was the case with newer Pasco

County programs like both Sunlake and
Wiregrass Ranch high schools back in 2007,
when those programs went 0-10 and 1-9, re-
spectively.

The same was true, more recently, for
Cypress Creek, which completed its inaugural
slate of 10 games without a single win. A new,
young coaching staff combined with a senior-
free roster and a mix of challenging
opponents made Year One a long one, in
which the Coyotes failed to score in seven
games. 

But, don’t be surprised to see the tide to

shift a little in 2018 under second-year head
coach Mike Johnson. He’ll finally have a large
group of seniors at his disposal, including a tal-
ented pair of offensive playmakers in Devin
Santana (10 receptions, 134 yards) and 6-foot-4
target Trevor Maxwell (10 receptions, 75
yards). Of course, development at the quarter-
back spot will be key. Rising junior Jehlani
Warren completed just 37 percent of his pass-
es and threw seven interceptions last season.

Can Zephyrhills continue winning
without Charles Harrison III?

Whoever is named Zephyrhills High’s
next starting quarterback no doubt has big
shoes to fill.

For the past three years, the Bulldogs
were fortunate to have one the county’s
most prolific athletes under center in
Charles Harrison III. He guided the Bulldogs
to three consecutive playoffs appearances,
including its first 10-win season in more
than 20 years. Along with his on-field leader-
ship, Bulldogs fans won’t soon forget the
left-handed quarterback’s flashy playmaking
ability with his arm and legs. That was most
evident in last season, when Harrison III tal-
lied 47 total touchdowns and more than
3,100 yards — numbers good enough to
earn him Sunshine Athletic Conference
Offensive Player of the Year. 

He won’t be the only major departure
from the defending District 8-5A champi-
ons, however. The Bulldogs also lose
1,000-yard rusher Elijah Thomas and several
key defenders, including Zac Masci, Myles
Carter and Sterlin Williams. 

Even so, don’t be surprised if Zephyrhills
finds a way to notch an eighth-straight win-
ning season. Besides a steadying coaching
presence in third-year head coach Nick
Carroll, the Bulldogs have arguably the
county’s most talented and explosive receiv-

ing corps in Ja’Quan Sheppard, Tre’Pavis
Mobley, Cartrell Strong and Tyrese Wigfall.
Both Sheppard and Strong hold Division I
FBS offers.

Is Pasco in store for a winning
season?

The Pasco High Pirates are looking to
avoid a fourth-consecutive losing season.
They were on track early in 2017 winning
their first two contests. But, they ended the
season on a six-game losing streak — in-
cluding a 42-13 sour defeat to crosstown
rival Zephyrhills in the season finale.

On the surface, the Pirates have the of-
fensive talent to find more success this time
around. Experienced senior quarterback
Dylan Wood should have ample help with
senior running backs Early Knight (778
yards, six touchdowns) and Jacquez Mobley
(551 scrimmage yards, four touchdowns),
along with one of the county’s most lethal
receiving threats in junior wideout Darrion
Robinson (25 receptions, 577 yards, eight
touchdowns) — who’s also a threat in the
defensive secondary (four interceptions,
three passes defensed). 

Defense as a whole, however, could once
again pose issues as the Pirates graduate its
top 11 tacklers from last season, including
All-Conference linebacker Cameron Smith.
The Pirates allowed nearly 30 points per
game last season.

A challenging 2018 schedule won’t help
matters, either. Just three if its 10 opponents
(Gulf, Cypress Creek, Sunlake) had losing
campaigns a year ago. 

By Kevin Weiss
kweiss@lakerlutznews.com

S pring football practices are underway at high
schools across the state — though the first
games of the 2018 season remain several months
away. Florida high schools are allowed a maxi-
mum of 20 practice sessions from April 23 to

May 31, according to Florida High School Athletic
Association (FHSAA) guidelines.

Here are five points to consider as spring practices
ramp up:

FILE
Academy at the Lakes won the FCAPPS (Florida Christian Association of Private and
Parochial Schools) eight-man state title en route to an 11-1 season in 2017.

COURTESY OF CYPRESS CREEK FOOTBALL
Cypress Creek High went 0-10 in their inau-
gural football season in 2017.

FILE
The Zephyrhills High Bulldogs must replace
graduating quarterback and three-year
starter Charles Harrison III.

COURTESY OF PASCO HIGH FOOTBALL
Pasco High is looking to avoid a fourth-
straight losing season in 2018.

FILE
Chad Walker, a former college coach, is Land
O’ Lakes High’s new varsity football coach.

5
• Chris Butash, quarterback, Carrollwood

Day School, senior
• Dylan Ridolph, linebacker, Wiregrass

Ranch, junior
• Jeromy Reid, running back, Gaither,

senior
• Deon Silas, running back, Steinbrenner,

sophomore
• Javion Hanner, running back/corner-

back, Zephyrhills Christian Academy,
senior

Schools in Laker/Lutz
News Coverage Area
(and their 2017 records)

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY:
• Carrollwood Day School Patriots (Class

2A-Region 3): (2-7 overall, 1-2 district)
• Freedom High School Patriots (Class 7A-

Region 8): (3-6 overall, 2-4 district)
• Gaither High School Cowboys (Class

7A-Region 8): (7-4 overall, 5-1 district)
• Steinbrenner High School Warriors

(Class 8A-Region 6): (2-7 overall, 1-5 district)

PASCO COUNTY:
• Academy at the Lakes Wildcats (8-

man-Florida Christian Region 2): (11-1
overall, 7-0 district)

• Bishop McLaughlin Catholic High
School Hurricanes (Independent-
Sunshine State Athletic Conference
(SSAC): (3-7 overall, 2-2 district)

• Cypress Creek Middle High School
Coyotes (Class 4A-Region 3): (0-11 overall,
0-0 district)

• Land O’ Lakes High School Gators
(Class 6A-Region 6): (4-5 overall, 1-3 district)

• Pasco High School Pirates (Class 6A-
Region 6): (4-7 overall, 0-4 district)

• Sunlake High School Seahawks (Class
6A-Region 6): (4-6 overall, 2-2 district)

• Wesley Chapel High School Wildcats
(Class 5A-Region 8): (6-4 overall, 4-3 district)

• Wiregrass Ranch High School Bulls
(Class 7A-Region 8): (9-3 overall, 4-2 district)

• Zephyrhills High School Bulldogs (Class
5A-Region 8): (10-2 overall, 7-0 district)

• Zephyrhills Christian Academy Warriors
(Class 2A-Region 2): (8-3 overall, 0-1 district)

Spring game schedule
MAY 17
• Zephyrhills Christian Academy at

Cypress Creek, 7 p.m.
• Lecanto at Land O’ Lakes, 7 p.m.
• Mitchell at Wesley Chapel 7 p.m.
• Zephyrhills at East Ridge, 7 p.m.
• Jamboree: Alonso, Gaither,

Steinbrenner at Sickles, 6 p.m.
• Jamboree: Freedom, Hillsborough, King

at Wharton, 6 p.m.

MAY 18
• Hernando at Sunlake, 7 p.m.
• Wiregrass Ranch at Tampa Catholic,

7p.m.
• Pasco at Fivay, 7 p.m.

MAY 19
• Carrollwood Day at Bishop McLaughlin,

1 p.m.

MAY 24
• Jamboree: Lakeside Christian, Solid

Rock, Academy at the Lakes at Land O’
Lakes Recreation Complex, 6 p.m.

players 
to watch:

SPRING FOOTBALL PREVIEW
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Marissa Rios, with the fusion belly dance
group Troupe Khaleda, charms the crowd
during her solo routine. 

Dancers show off their Macarena moves on a crowded dance floor.

By Christine Holtzman
Special to The Laker/Lutz News

The Lutz Senior Center was abuzz
with activity during its Spring
Fling dance.

Members from many of
Hillsborough County’s six senior centers
put on their dancing shoes and hit the
dance floor at the Lutz center on the
evening of April 7.

And, this wasn’t your stereotypical sen-
ior citizen’s dance.

There were laser lights projecting on
the dance floor, people were getting down
to the Macarena and the Bee Gees, and
there was even a Tampa fusion belly dance
group, called Troupe Khaleda.

The place was jammed with people,
who besides dancing, chatting and singing
along, enjoyed a shredded pork and rice
dinner, and a chance to win prizes.

Girl Scouts from Troop 717 in Lutz cir-
culated through the room, doling out
bottles of water to the thirsty crowd.

Raul Diaz, a native of Puerto Rico, who

now lives in Lutz, kept things lively — ad-
dressing those gathered in both English
and Spanish — as the evening’s unofficial
emcee.

Volunteer Martie Saxenmeyer, of Lutz,
worked the door, having arrivals sign in
and making sure they got a raffle ticket to
have a chance at a prize.

She estimated the crowd at around
100, and said it was one of the biggest
turnouts ever for the spring dance.

Nieves Villamediana, of New Tampa, is a
big fan of the gathering place for seniors.

“There are so many beautiful things
about the Lutz Senior Center,” she said,
noting the most important part is that “It
keeps us feeling useful, and it keeps us
busy.”

Her friend, Angela Garcia, of Carrollwood,
was at the center for the first time.

“I’ll be back,” she said, with a grin.
Frances Duran Brea, general manager of

the Hillsborough County Senior Centers,
said the dance is just one of the social
events for active older adults that takes
place at the centers.

Besides social events, typically held
once a quarter, there are also numerous
health and wellness programs available
throughout the week.

Mike Coleman, manager of the Lutz
Senior Center, said there also are weekly
field trips and programs that focus on nu-
trition and safety.

Coleman characterizes the center’s
staff and members as “one big family that
welcomes everyone.”

The center, he said, makes a real differ-
ence in people’s lives.

“Many were not dancing before they
joined the center. They would just sit at
home, isolated and watching television.
The center gives them that family pres-
ence they may not otherwise have. And,
the activities and programs that we offer
keep these seniors mentally and physically
healthy,” Coleman said.

Business sponsors, including Walmart
and Publix, helped to make the evening of
dancing, dinner and door prizes possible.

—B.C. Manion contributed to this report

Evening serves up belly dancers,
the Macarena, food and prizes

Martie Saxenmeyer, of Lutz, and Gordon
Christensen, of Brandon, don’t hold back:
They do the Macarena, while singing at the
same time.

Margita Villegas, left, Myriam Castano, center, and her
mother, Nelly Marrin, all of New Tampa, enjoy watching
their friends on the dance floor.

Razieh Farzami, of Brandon, uses a fan to
keep herself cool, while watching others
dance to a Bee Gees tune.

CHRISTINE HOLTZMAN
Frances Duran Brea, the general manager of the six Hillsborough County
Senior Centers, shares a laugh with Raul Diaz before she takes the micro-
phone to welcome everyone to the Lutz Senior Center Spring Fling dance.

Angela Garcia, of Carrollwood, left, watches as her friend Nieves Villamediana, of New Tampa, reacts with
excitement to a question posed by Frances Duran Brea, general manager of the six Hillsborough County
Senior Centers. Brea wanted to know who was at the dance representing the Lutz Senior Center.

Nelly Marrin and her husband of 65 years,
German, step gracefully across the dance
floor after enjoying dinner. Their daughter,
Myriam Castano, credits the Lutz Senior
Center for contributing to her parents’
improved health.

Victor Aguilla, left, of Brandon, teaches Girl
Scout Avery Michael, 10, of Lutz, some steps
from a dance that is not familiar to the
younger crowd.

With her winning raffle ticket in hand, an obviously thrilled Rosa Cordero, of
Brandon, accepts a gift back from Frances Duran Brea, while Mike Coleman
cheers her on. 

Belkys Poueriet, of Lutz, shows off one of
the gift baskets that will be raffled off to a
lucky winner. Belkys also was in charge of
making and hanging the decorations for the
dance, a task that took eight hours.

Maria Soto, left,
of Wesley Chapel,

and her friend
Haydee Ramos,

of Brandon,
accept bottled

water from Girl
Scouts 10-year-

old Avery Michael
and 9-year-old

Abigail Cosegall.
They’re from Girl
Scout Troop 717

of Lutz.
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Facebook.com/Gentlecare Pet Hospital

SPAY & NEUTER CLINIC:
Call for appointment: (Includes pre-anes-
thetic exam, anesthesia, pain 
& antibiotic pre-medication)

Cat Neuter: $40   
Cat Spay: $50
Dog Neuter: $50-$95*                   
Dog Spay: $60-$120*
*Based on weight

(813) 949-4416
21515 VILLAGE LAKES

SHOPPING CENTER
LAND O’LAKES

(next to Beef O’ Brady’s 
in old Wal-Mart Plaza)

MONDAY-FRIDAY
8 AM - 6 PM

SATURDAY 8 AM - 12 PM

PETS SHOULD BE HEALTHY & NOT
PREGNANT.  MUST BE CURRENT ON
RABIES & DHPP/FVRCP VACCINES.

VACCINES CLINIC:
Monday-Friday 1 - 2 pm
Walk-Ins Welcome. Includes exam 
& economy vaccines. Consult is 
add’l $30 on request.

• Rabies 1 yr  $15.00
• Feline Leukemia 2 yr  $25.00
• Feline Distemper Combo 3 yr  $30.00
• Rabies 3 yr  $30.00
• Canine Distemper Combo 3 yr  $30.00
• Bordetella/Kennel Cough  $18.00
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Smokey is ready for a home
Smokey is a 10-year-old man that came to the shelter at the beginning of
March. He was front-declawed by a previous owner. Smokey has been used
to living in a home environment and would very much like to live that lifestyle
again. He is already vaccinated, microchipped and neutered. 

Carter is very bright
Carter is a smart adolescent pup looking for an active family to join. He loves
to learn and likes to have something to do, such as going on walks and play-
ing fetch. Carter came to the shelter in January as a stray, and the shelter is
not the best place for a super smart, active pup. During training interactions,
he wants to work and learn, and is motivated by food and toys. Carter is
ready to go home today, and is heartworm negative. He is looking for a
home with no kitties and no young children. Carter needs someone that will
work with him and his obedience needs.

If you would like to adopt Carter or Smokey, be sure
to visit Pasco County Animal Services at 19640
Dogpatch Lane in Land O’ Lakes. The adoption cen-
ter is open Tuesday through Saturday, noon to 6:30
p.m. All adoption fees include spay/neuter,
microchip and vaccines. For more information, email
adoptionpartners@pascocountyfl.net.

Send us a picture and information on your favorite pet!
Write a short paragraph about why your pet is special along with a photo and 

mail to: Pet of the Week, c/o The Laker, P.O. Box 479, Lutz, FL 33548
or email to mrathman@lakerlutznews.com, ATTN: Pet of the Week

PLEASE NOTE: OWNERS NAME AND ADDRESS MUST BE INCLUDED 
FOR YOUR PET TO BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION.

Champ is a gentle giant
Champ is a 3 ½-year-old American Staffordshire Terrier. He is 75 pounds and
the biggest baby you'll ever meet. Champ loves his family, is very goofy and
truly a gentle giant. In fact, he is so gentle, his best friend is the family’s 4-year-
old orange tabby cat. Both were rescued as babies and have grown up togeth-
er. They are two unusual best friends who enjoy staring out the window at
birds, cuddling on the couch and even going on walks together. Anthony and
Sarah Lella, of Land O’ Lakes, love their pets and could not imagine a life with-
out them.
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READERS
WEEKLY!

Ads start 
at just $50
per week!
CALL RACHEL FOR CURRENT

SPECIALS & TO RESERVE 
YOUR SPOT TODAY!

813-909-2800

ULTIMATE SUMMER CAMP
THE GO-TO GUIDE FOR YOUR KIDS’  SUMMER ACTIVITIES!
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You Do the Dishes

Call 813-975-1700 to reserve your spot
15357 AMBERLY DRIVE, TAMPA • www.youdothedishes.com

is offering SUMMER WORKSHOPS
Workshops will include experienced expert instruction. Students will be

offered projects to include: watercolor, acrylics, pastel, drawing, 
print-making, sculpture and advanced pottery painting.

Children: 7-13 years old
Times: 10am-4pm, Monday-Friday

Sessions June through July:
JUNE 4-8, 18-22, 25-29 • JULY 9-13, 23-27

Cost: $280.00 per session
(includes all materials) *children should bring their own lunches

Must sig
n up

in advance!

Space is 

limited.

If your child loves art, this is the camp for them.
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As good as gold
Lillian Cucuzza, of Land O’ Lakes, was sitting with her camera in her back-
yard, waiting for a painted bunting to return to her feeder. She heard multiple
high-pitched, but faint, whistles. High up in the Cypress trees out in the pre-
serve east of her property, Cucuzza spotted an ‘earful’ (or flock, or ‘muse-
um’) of Cedar Waxwings sitting in the top of a tree.

PET PAWS

DOG ADOPTION EVENT
Carter’s Canine Rescues will host a dog

adoption event April 28 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., at Quality Pet Market, 1408 N. Dale
Mabry Highway in Lutz.

There will be several puppies and dogs on-
site, up for adoption.

For information, call Quality Pet at (813)
909-1767 or Carter’s Rescues at (813) 235-
6366.

ALLIGATOR SAFETY TIPS
During the spring season, all types of ani-

mals become active throughout the region.
Alligators, particularly, soon will be more

aggressive and territorial as mating season be-
gins.

GatorWorld Parks of Florida offers these
safety tips for any alligator encounters on your
property, or in and around parks and lakes.

• Stay back. Keep at least 30 feet between
you and the alligator. 

• Alligators are most active between dusk
and dawn. Do not swim during this time.

• Alligators can move very quickly, so keep
a safe distance.

• Understand alligator habitats. Gators pre-
fer to bask in the sun along the banks of
water. 

• Fishing near alligators is not recommend-
ed. If one moves toward your fishing spot, it is
best to relocate. Also, fishing line kills wildlife.
Dispose of fish scraps in cans at the boat
ramps and do not throw the scraps back in
the water.

• Pets are typically the size of alligator
prey. Keep pets away from the water’s edge
and do not let your pet drink the water.

• Never feed an alligator.
• Avoid piles of twigs, grasses and dis-

turbed soil near the water’s edge, as it could
be an alligator nest.

DOG DAY AFTERNOON
Asturia, located off State Road 54 just west

of the Suncoast Parkway in Land O’ Lakes, will
host Dog Day Afternoon May 19 from noon to
5 p.m.

Dog lovers can sit, stay and play with their
pets, and kids can visit the bounce house and
slide. There also will be face painting, a bal-
loon artist, door prizes, live music and food
trucks that will offer “ap-PET-tizers.”

More than a dozen pet-friendly exhibitors
will be at the event, including local veterinari-
ans, pet stores and groomers.

Exhibit space is still available for $50,
which will be donated to Vets4Pets.

For information, call Carla Luigs at (904)
810-0500 or David Weekly Homes at (813)
422-6166.

DOG PARK COMING TO BRANDON
The Bertha and Tony Saladino Park, 1705

Bryan Road in Brandon, is expected to expand
to include a dog park, walking trail and more
parking.

Dog parks are becoming more popular as
pet owners look for a safe, enclosed area
where their dogs can play, and get fresh air
and exercise.

The dog park will include shade shelters,
artificial turf, and separate areas for large and
small dogs.

The park will be closed to visitors while
work is underway. 
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INDUSTRY AWARD NOMINATIONS
Nominations are being accepted for the

2018 Pasco Economic Development Council
Industry of the Year Awards.

The deadline for submitting nominations
is close of business on April 27.

The awards recognize top companies in
Pasco County that excel in technology, inno-
vative job creation, growth, capital
investment and community involvement.

Finalists will be interviewed prior to the
awards ceremony on a range of topics relat-
ed to their businesses and the community.

Awards will be announced at Pasco EDC’s
Annual Awards and Tradeshow on Sept. 6, at
Saddlebrook Resort in Wesley Chapel.

Nominees should be “for profit” business
to business service, manufacturing or tech-
nology companies operating in Pasco.
Municipalities or affiliates, as well as previous
winners in the past five years, are not eligi-
ble.

The awards will be separated into divi-
sions based on the number of employees.

Evaluations are based on job creation, in-
creased capital investment and contributions
to the community through civic involvement
between January 2017 and June 2018.

The Industry Awards are presented for the
following categories:

Small (1-20 employees)
Medium (21-100 employees)
Large (101 or more employees)
Startup/New within past 24 months.
Pasco EDC has partnered with Pasco

County government for more than three
decades to attract businesses and create jobs.

To submit a nomination online, visit
tinyurl.com/ybfmpo7r.

For information, visit PascoEdc.com.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
BRIEFING

The North Tampa Bay Chamber of
Commerce will have its monthly economic
briefing lunch April 26 from 11:30 a.m. to 1
p.m., at Hunter’s Green Country Club, 18101
Longwater Run Drive in Tampa.

Guest speaker will be J.D. Porter, who will
give an update on Wiregrass Ranch.

The cost is $15 for members and $20 for
non-members.

For information, call the chamber at (813)
994-8534, or email office@wesley-
chapelchamber.com.

JOINT MIXER
The Central Pasco Chamber of

Commerce and the West Pasco Chamber of

Bella Home Market ribbon cutting
Bella Home Market will have a ribbon cutting and sale

celebration May 1 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., at 
1531 Land O’ Lakes Blvd., Suite D, in Land O’ Lakes.

Refreshments will be served.

For information, call the Central Pasco Chamber of Commerce at 
(813) 909-2722, or visit CentralPascoChamber.com.

CLEANING SERVICE

Bella Casa
Cleaning Service
Commercial & Residental Cleaning

Cleaning done by Owner
• Free Estimates 
• No Contracts Required 
• Bonded 35 yrs experience 
• Open 24hrs/7 Days a week 
• Licensed & Insured

20%
OFF

First
Time

Cleaning
Must present coupon.

Not to be 
combined with any

other offers.
727.485.5736

727.372.1072

Support your local small businesses!

LOCAL & FAMILY
OWNED & OPERATED

CALL TODAY,
FIXED TODAY.

813-990-0561

CORNERSTONEPROS.COM
We accept credit cards & 100% financing

#EC0001103 Electrical      #CAC1816647 AC      #CFC1428982 Plumbing

ELECTRICAL

CN1

• Electrical Panel upgrades • Electrical Circuit and wiring • LED Lighting 
• Ceiling Fan and Lighting Installation  • Electrical Safety Inspections 

• Surge Protection • Whole Home Maintenance Plans • Whole Home Generator

Electrical 
Service

CN1 CN1

$50 OFF Panel
Upgrade 

*Must present coupon at time of 
service. Can not combine with other

coupons. Exp. 5-31-18.

$30 OFF Whole
Home Surge Protector

*Must present coupon at time of 
service. Can not combine with other

coupons. Exp. 5-31-18.

Air Conditioning • Plumbing • Electrical

2012-2017

TM

GARAGE DOORS

813-447-3874
www.TrinityGarageDoorService.com

"A Christian Company"       Deuteronomy 6:5

SPRINGREPLACEMENT– LIFETIMEWARRANTY

Licensed - Bonded - Insured • Lic# GDI-09484

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 
& NEW INSTALLS

AIR CONDITIONING

813-990-0561

CORNERSTONEPROS.COM

Air Conditioning • Plumbing • Electrical

LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Everything you ever wanted for home cooling
YES, EVERYTHING!

The Cornerstone difference isn't just in our same-day, 24/7,
family-friendly, nationally-accredited, above-and-beyond-
awesome cooling services. It's knowing that spectacular

comes standard. Call or vIsIT and see!

CN1 CN1

$39.95

A/C TUNE-UP
INCLUDES 6 MONTH GUARANTEE
*Must present coupon at time of 

service. Can not combine with other
coupons. Exp. 5-31-18.

1lb FREE Freon
With purchase of 5lbs

or more 
Minimum purchase of 5lbs required

Exp. 5-31-18.

We accept credit cards & 100% financing
#CAC1816647 AC      #CFC1428982 Plumbing     #EC0001103 Electrical2012-2017

TM

CLEANING

Licensed, bonded, and insured
Guaranteed satisfied

KERZNER KLEANING
Leaving houses klean and �esh

Julia Kerzner
Owner

813-401-1633
jbabes101@gmail.com

20% off*
first clean

ing

*new customers

ON THE LEVEL, INC.

Residential Contractor
Remodels • Additions • New Construction • Repair

HONEST & DEPENDABLE • REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Bonded • Licensed • Insured • Lic# CRC1328640

Call Dan or Joi for all your home repairs

813.205.7190

HANDYMAN/CONTRACTOR

AIR CONDITIONING

e

ALUMIN

STEVE’S ALUMINUM &
rrALL YrF“Foor Yoour Screeening N

• Pool Enclosures
• Sunrooms
• Screen Rooms
• Glass Rooms
• Rescreening

recttFrreee Estiimatees • Liceensedd & Insureed

s.”ddee

NUM

& SCREENING, LLC
”

&

727-847-6216

Best in Small BusinessBest in Small Business
813-909-2800 • classifieds@lakerlutznews.com

ELECTRIC SERVICE

30 yrs. Experience / Quality Work / Free Estimates

813-973-1141

Residential / Commercial
WESLEY CHAPEL ELECTRIC

Licensed
(#EC13005404)

and Insured

w w w . W e s l e y C h a p e l E l e c t r i c . n e t

• Service Upgrade • Remodeling
• Generator – Transfer Switch 

Hook-up Special

813-909-2800
TheLAKER / LutzNEWS

advertising 
WORKS
in Best in Small Business

CLEANING SERVICE

MOVE-INS OR OUTS
WEEKLY & BI-WEEKLY

30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

10% OFF
FOR NEW CLIENTS

Lady L
CLEANING

SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

SERVING TAMPA BAY AREA, LUTZ, 
LAND O’ LAKES & WESLEY CHAPEL

8 1 3 - 2 6 3 - 7 9 6 6

Lady L
DRYWALL SPECIALIST

Call Ron 813-784-5999

DRYWALL SPECIALIST
NOT A HANDYMAN

Repairing water damaged ceilings & walls. 
Retexturing, Popcorn removal, Room Additions.
Cracks, holes, plaster, stucco repair & PAINTING.
FREE ESTIMATES • AFFORDABLE, QUALITY WORK

Now Accept ing  Cred i t  Cards  •  S ta te  Cer t i f i ed   SCC13 1 149699 •  We Keep Appointment s

Distinctive Design Homes
Professional remodeling and Custom Home Building Services

BUILDING/REMODELING

www.DistinctiveDesignHomes.com
Fully licensed and insured • lic #cBc1253741

• Locally Owned & Operated
• State of Florida Certified

Building Contractor 
• Homes built on your lot,

or we find a lot for you
• Don't have plans yet?

Don't worry, we can help

• Has your kitchen layout
become outdated?

• Tired of looking at the
cabinets from 1999?

• Don't move, IMPROVE
and save money

• FREE kitchen design
services and estimates

Call or text for free no hassle consultation (813) 838-6567 

SpriNg SSppeciial!  Free  aappliaaNcceSS!
www.MyDreamKitchenNOW.com

PAVER  SEALING
POOL  DECK  PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call  Dan  at  813-892-0738
CERTIFIED,  LICENSED  &  INSUREDDDDDEEEEEEDEEEERRRRRRRRRRRRUUUUUSSSSSNNNNNIII&&&&&&DDDDDDEEEEEEESSSSSSNNNNNENEEECCCCIIILLLL,,,,DDDDEEEEIIFFFFIIIITIITTTRRRRRREEEEECCCCCC
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Send business news to 
news@lakerlutznews.com

FILE
Jennifer Wagner, left, and her daughter,
Sophia Wagner, opened Bella Home
Market in Land O’ Lakes.

FILE
Bella Home Market is a home décor and
accessory store in Land O’ Lakes.

Continued on next page
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Best in Small BusinessBest in Small Business
813-909-2800 • classifieds@lakerlutznews.com

TRAVEL AGENT

Terri Williamson
Referring 
Travel Agent

813-416-6251
breezewaytravel.com • breezewaytravel@yahoo.com

Big Trips, Small Trips, Groups, 
Family Reunions, Team Travel.
TRIPS BY LAND, AIR, OR SEA!

you name it !

PLUMBING

PEST CONTROL

www.nvirotect.com

Proud to be locally owned & operated

First Green Certified Indoor
Pest Control Service FREE!

UP TO $150.00 VALUE*

Green Pest Control

Residential

Commercial

Wildlife Trapping

Rodent Management

Termite Prevention

Entry Point Repair Services

Lawn & Shrub Care

It's Time to Go GREEN

*SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY*SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY

PLUMBING 
EXPERTISE 
INCLUDES:

• Fixture installation
• Plumbing repairs
• Whole home re-piping
• Hot water heaters & 
tankless gas water heaters

• Drain cleaning
• Plumbing inspections
• Backflow prevention
• Water purification
Plumbing maintenance 
agreements

PLUMBING

$75.00 OFF
Water 
Heater

Installation

FREE WATER
QUALITY TEST
Plus save up to $400
on a complete water

treatment system
*Plumbing only. Must present coupons at time of 

service. Limited time only. Exp. 5-31-18. C
N

1

Air Conditioning • Plumbing • Electrical

TM

CORNERSTONEPROS.COM
LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

We accept credit cards & 100% financing 
#CFC1428982 Plumbing     

#CAC1816647 AC     #EC0001103 Electrical813-990-0561

WHAT DOES A SPECTACULAR
PLUMBING SERVICE LOOK LIKE?

• Fully Capable Service, 24/7
• Free Second Opinions & Estimates
• Fast, Same-Day
• Friendly, Family-Owned
• Fair On Budget

2012-2017

813-909-2800
TheLAKER / LutzNEWS

GET
FEATURED
in Best in Small Business

PRESSURE WASHING

LICENSED & INSURED
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

• Low Pressure Home & Roof Cleaning
• Driveways & Walkways/Gutters
• Vinyl Fences/Painting
• Pool Deck & Screen Enclosures
• Pool Deck Painting & Coating

VOTED #1 PRESSURE WASHER!

PRESSURE WASHING 
& PAVER CLEANING/SEALING

FREE
ESTIMATES!

CALL TODAY!

8 1 3 - 8 9 2 - 0 7 3 8

Tampa Bay Pro
PRESSURE WASHING, LLC

SCREENING

813-977-0066

ROOFING

CARL MARTIN
ROOFING
specializing in reroofs & repairs

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1972
Guaranteed Roof Repairs • 100% Financing

licensed • bonded • insured 
CCC 1325565

FREE
Estimates

PLUMBING

ANYTIME PLUMBING
OF CENTRAL FLORIDA, INC.

Lic # CFC1425923 • Bonded/Insured

• 24 /7/365
• No Overtime
• Flat Rate Pricing
• Hydro-Jetting
• Re-Pipes 

Pasco/Pinellas (727) 822-1742
Hillsborough (813) 792-2264

Fax (813) 929-6972

• Slab Leak Repair
• Sewer Replacement
• Drain Cleaning & Repairs 
• Backflow Repair
• Sewer Inspection

FREE ESTIMATES
www.PlumbingAnytime.com

FREE
SERVICE CALL

with this ad

Expires 5/31/18

$30 off
ANY REPAIR
with this ad

Expires 5/31/18

TREE SERVICE

813-265-3224

Certified Arborist • Lic & Work Comp Insured

FREE
ESTIMATES

TREE REMOVAL • TREE TRIMMING • STUMP GRINDING
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*NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY, WHO HAVE NOT RUN IN THE PAST 13 WEEKS.

CALL RACHEL TODAY, 

(813) 909-2800
rthompson@lakerlutznews.com

The LAKER / Lutz NEWS

Buy 6 weeks in The Best in
Small Business Directory, and

GET FEATURED for FREE!*

Tell them you saw them in The Laker/Lutz News!

ROOFING

Imperial Roofing
Contractor, Inc.

Licensed • Insured
State Cert. #CCC 029597

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Ron, Chris, Ronnie

& Jason

813-996-2773

813

REPAIR

Print 
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• Rem

• Servi
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• Printers
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Copiers, & Fax Machines 

diagnostics and repair 

contracts
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h support available

Doctor MD
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-748-4354
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• Inv

Commerce will host a joint mixer April 26
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., at the Residence Inn
Tampa Suncoast Parkway, in the Northpointe
Village, at 2101 Northpointe Parkway.

There will be one free drink per person,
refreshments and door prizes.

For information, call the Central Pasco
chamber at (813) 909-2722 or the West
Pasco chamber at (727) 842-7651.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
The Central Pasco Chamber of

Commerce will have its general membership
meeting May 8 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., at
the Hilton Garden Inn Tampa Suncoast
Parkway, 2155 Northpointe Parkway, at
Northpointe Village.

Guest speaker will be Adam Thomas of
Visit Pasco. Sponsor is Metz Orthodontics.

The cost for members is $20 if paid by
May 3. Afterward, the cost is $25 to members
and non-members.

For information, call the chamber at

(813) 909-2722, or email office@centralpas-
cochamber.com.

COFFEE SOCIAL
The North Tampa Bay Chamber of

Commerce will have its Monthly Coffee
Social on May 3 from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m., at the
Hilton Garden Inn Tampa Suncoast Parkway.

This is a “no agenda” event with time for
social networking.

For information, call the chamber at
(813) 994-8534.

ZEPHYRHILLS CHAMBER
BREAKFAST

The Greater Zephyrhills Chamber of
Commerce will have its monthly business
breakfast May 3 from 7 a.m. to 8:30 a.m., at
the Golden Corral, 6855 Gall Blvd., in
Zephyrhills.

Guest speaker is State Rep. Danny
Burgess. The sponsor is Bahr’s Propane Gas
& AC Inc.

The cost is $8 for chamber members and
$10 for non-members.

For information, call the chamber at
(813) 872-1913, or email Eleanor@ze-
hyrhillschamber.org.

WOMEN-N-CHARGE
Join Women-in-Charge May 4 from 11:15

a.m. to 1:15 p.m., at the new meeting loca-
tion at Plantation Palms Golf Club, 23253
Plantation Palms Blvd., in Land O’ Lakes.

The women share talents and resources,
and build relationships with other women in
business.

Guest speaker will be Christy Maldonado
of Social Media Marketing. She will discuss
Facebook basics and marketing tools.

The cost is $15 for members and $18 for
guests who RSVP by Tuesday prior to the
meeting. Afterward, the cost is $20 for mem-
bers and $23 for guests.

Register at Women-n-charge.com/meet-
ings/.

For information, call (813) 600-9848, or
email info@women-n-charge.com.

FLORIDA HOSPITAL DADE CITY
RIBBON CUTTING

Florida Hospital Dade City will host a
community celebration and ribbon cutting
May 8 from 5:30 to 7 p.m., at 13100 Fort
King Road in Dade City.

For information, call the Greater Dade
City Chamber of Commerce at (352) 567-
3769.

NORTH TAMPA LUNCHEON
The North Tampa Chamber of

Commerce will have its April 2018
Momentum Thursday on May 10 from 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m., at Brookdale of Lutz, 414
Chapman Road in Lutz.

For early bird registration, please RSVP
online with credit card at
NorthTampaChamber.com or by email to
the chamber at Contact@northtampacham-
ber.com by 5 p.m. May 9, at the discounted
rate of $15 (whether you eat or not).

After that date, the cost is $20 (whether
you eat or not), payable at the door by cash,
check or credit card.

For information, call the chamber at
(813) 563-0180.

POOL SUPPLIES OPENING
Backyard Pool Supplies will have a grand

opening and ribbon cutting May 10 from 10
a.m. to noon, at 6417 County Line Road,
Suite 103, in Tampa. The store is on the
southwest corner of Bruce B. Downs
Boulevard, between Winn Dixie and LA
Fitness.

Refreshments will be served.
For information, email Charlene Kutzan

at info@a-qualitypools.net.

BUSINESS SEMINAR
SCORE will have a free business seminar

on “YouTube and Small Business” May 8
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., at the Hugh
Embry Library, 14215 Fourth St., in Dade
City.

Space is limited.
To register, you can visit

Pascohernando.score.org.

NORTH TAMPA BAY CHAMBER
GRAND OPENING

The North Tampa Bay Chamber of
Commerce will have its grand opening and
ribbon cutting May 10 from 4:30 p.m. to 7
p.m., at 1868 Highland Oaks Blvd., Suite A.

There will be hors d’ oeuvres, an office
tour, networking and a cash bar.

Please RSVP to the chamber at (813)
994-8534, or email Grace Martin at
gmartin@northtampabaychamber.com.

Send business news to 
news@lakerlutznews.com



POST
JOB

HERE
ADVERTISE with

The Laker/ Lutz News
813-909-2800

BUY 3 WEEKS
GET 1 FREE

813-909-2800

G A M E  PA G E  A N S W E R S

We care about the people we serve, and we
care about the people we employ. We are a
vibrant, innovative place to work, where
employees are valued for their talents.
THE GOODWILL CYPRESS CREEK STORE IS
NOW HIRING THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

Assistant Sales Manager: responsible for assisting the store
manager in the management functions of a retail store. This is a
working supervisory position where directing the work, delegat-
ing assignments, and physically performing any necessary tasks
will all occur routinely.
Sales Associates: responsible for assisting customers, stock-
ing, displaying and rotating store merchandise, and conducting
cash register transactions.
Processing Associates: responsible for greeting donors,
accepting donations, preparing donated and new goods for sale in
stores through sorting, cleaning, categorizing, sizing and pricing.

Job Requirements:
High school/GED or equivalent preferred. Prefer some experience
in retail. Subject to criminal history background checks. Subject to
alcohol and drug testing.  

Apply online at www.goodwill-suncoast.org/careers
or in person at our Cypress Creek Superstore, 
2390 Willow Oak Dr, Wesley Chapel, FL 33544

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer/Disabled/Veterans
and a Drug Free Workplace.

Lang’s Karmalicious Sea 

Salt Caramels are rich,

chewy caramels hand 

cut into squares and then 

enrobed in a layer of 

either creamy Milk or Dark 

Chocolate, then dusted with 

sea salt.

Act fast, supplies limited!
Use Code mom22 to receive this special price.

Visit www.langscaramels.com

SEND MOM
A DELICIOUS
TREAT THIS
MOTHER’S
DAY

24 Sea Salt Caramels in our 
signature decorative box

Regular
Price
$24

ONLY
$20

+shipping 

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist you want

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles –
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,

exams, fillings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefits you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-855-396-4806
www.dental50plus.com/laker

 *Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one in-
surance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond 
for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: 
P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917                          MB17-NM008Ec

813-909-2800 • classifieds@lakerlutznews.com
ClassifiedsClassifieds

MORE THAN 68,000 READERS PER WEEK!

CLASSIFIED RATES
Liner Ads  . . . . . . . . . starting at $50 per week

Display Ads  . . . . . . . starting at $70 per week

FREE ‘GARAGE SALE’ ADS FOR PRIVATE PARTIES

BUY 3 WEEKS GET 1 FREE!

To place your ad...

call: 813-909-2800 or fax: 813-909-2802
email: classifieds@lakerlutznews.com

DEADLINE: FRIDAY, 12 NOON

Get 3 lines of text FREE • Additional lines just $4 each
No commercial ads, based on space availability • Free ads WILL NOT be accepted by phone

COMMUNITY SALES ADS START AT $24

MAKE A CONNECTION. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet Singles right now! 
Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE.
Call NOW: 855-334-7726 (z)

YOU OR A loved one have an addic-
tion? Very private and Confidential Inpa-
tient care. Call NOW for immediate help!
800-756-1363 (z)

In accordance with FL statute
63.212(1)(g), only attorneys
licensed to practice law in

Florida and Florida licensed
adoption entities may legally

provide adoption services
under state law.

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money
back guaranteed! 1- 800-726-2194 (z)

HIRING
CALL 407-273-0761
Lakeshore Management

is seeking motivated,
energetic candidates 
to join our team in the

Lutz, Tampa and
Lakeland areas. Go 

to our website to view
openings and apply.

www.lakeshoremhc.com/careers

SACRED HEART
EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

IS HIRING!
Part Time Positions • Mon-Fri

CDA Preferred • OJT Available

Call 352-588-4060 or email
director@sacredheartecc.com

LEVEL II BACKGROUND CHECK REQUIRED

Mint, multi colored with crystal ball
clasp and crystal dividers every
fourth pearl on both necklace &

bracelet. Blush crystal drop earrings.
The necklace is 18” long 

and the bracelet can connect 
to it to make it 26” long.

Please text Carolyn, avail Mon-Fri
Land O’ Lakes

727-247-7858

Masami Pearl Set
with 

necklace, 
bracelet &
earrings

$400
($800 VALUE)

GARAGE SALE
Saturday, April 28, 8am-1pm.  

Some tools, and household items. 
17708 Crystal Cove Place, in Lutz.  

SUFFERING FROM KNEE, Back or
Joint Pain? A Pain Relieving Orthotic
Brace Can Help! Fast/Easy Medicare
Approvals with Qualifying Prescription.
We Handle the Paperwork. Call Now! 
1-844-245-6904 (z)

STONEGATE COMMUNITY 
YARD SALE

400+ Home Community!

Saturday, April 28th, from 8am-1pm.

Land O’ Lakes, Rt. 54,
1 mile west of Rt. 41

ALL ANTIQUES WANTED Jewelry, Art-
work, Porcelain, Art Glass, Silver, Chi-
nese Antiques, Designer, Mid-Century
Furniture, Handbags. Elite Auction-
eers. www.eliteauction.com Palm
Beach 561-301-9421

STOP OVERPAYING FOR your 
prescriptions! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International

pharmacy, compare prices and get
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 
CALL 1-844-359-3209 Promo
Code CDC201725 (z)

SAVE ON MEDICARE Supplement In-
surance! Get a FAST and FREE Rate
Quote from Medicare.com. No
Cost! No Obligation! Compare Quotes
from Major Insurance Cos. Operators
Standing By. CALL 1-844-857-4389 (z)

Dining Room table w leaf, and 
6 high-back chairs, 2 with arms plus 
Buffet table, light wood. All for $550.

3-piece Walnut Dark Mahogany wall unit,
in excellent condition. Asking $700.

Coffee/end table, glass top with
wrought iron bottom. $175 for both.

Cloth recliner, in good condition.
$100/OBO

Call 813-786-2477

MEDICARE DOESN’T COVER all of
your medical expenses. A Medicare Sup-
plemental Plan can help cover costs
that Medicare does not. Get a free quote
today by calling now. Hours: 24/7. 
1-800-866-3027 (z)

CALL EMPIRE TODAY to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 1-800-214-0166 (z)

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED, delivered
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 75%
PLUS get 4 more Burgers & 4 more Kiel-
basa FREE! Order The Family Gourmet
Buffet - ONLY $49.99. Call 1-844-275-
9596 mention code 51689CZX or visit
www.OmahaSteaks.com/good43 (z)

SAWMILLS FROM ONLY $4397.00-
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. In
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
1-800-578-1363 EXT.300N (x)

DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back
pain? If you have insurance, you may
qualify for the perfect brace at little to no
cost. Get yours today! 1-800-862-8392
(z)

DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back
pain? If you have insurance, you may
qualify for the perfect brace at
little to no cost. Get yours today! 
1-800-862-8392 (z)

FDA-REGISTERED HEARING Aids.
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial.
Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you de-
cide to keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per aid.
FREE Shipping. Call Hearing Help Ex-
press 1-877-442-6921 (z)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA
tor May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 855-397-7056 (z)

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immedi-
ately. Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently &
Safely. Guaranteed Results. FDA Li-
censed. Free Brochure. 1-800-354-3944
www.DrJoelKaplan.com (v)

OXYGEN ANYTIME. Anywhere. No
tanks to refill. No deliveries. Only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit.
Call 1-888-572-4944 (z)

MEDICAL-GRADE HEARING AIDS for
LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered.
Crisp, clear sound, state of the-
art features & no audiologist needed. Try
it RISK FREE for 45 Days! CALL
1-855-504-5893 (z)

LUNG CANCER? 60 or Older? If So,
You and Your Family may Be Entitled To
A Significant Cash Award. Call 855-839-
6761 To Learn More. No Risk, No
Money Out of Pocket (z)

DO YOU TAKE Viagra or Cialis? Get 65
100mg/20mg Pills for only $99.00. Call
now and get 5 bonus pills Free. Money
Back Guaranteed! Call 1-800-877-1582
or Se Habla EspaÃ±ol 1-800-876-8166 (z)

SMART HEALTH DENTAL Insurance.
Most Dental Procedures Covered. No
waiting periods! Most Plans Start at
About $1 a Day! FREE No Obligation
Quote. Call Now! 1-888-530-1670 (z)

CANADA DRUG CENTER es tu mejor
opcion para ordenar medicamentos se-
guros y economicos. Nuestros servicios
de farmacia con licencia Canadiense e
Internacional te proveeran con ahorros
de hasta el 75 en todas las medicinas
que necesites. Llama ahora al 
1-855-836-0410 y obten $10 de des-
cuento con tu primer orden ademas de
envio gratuito. (z)

NOW HIRING
- HVAC LEAD INSTALLER
- HVAC INSTALL HELPER

- HVAC SERVICE TECHNICIAN
- PLUMBING TECHNICIAN
EXCELLENT PAY, PERKS 

& BENEFITS.
IERNA’s Heating Cooling & Plumbing

is an equal opportunity employer.
Send 

resume to HR@IERNAAIR.COM or 
apply online at www.iernaair.com. 

Click on “We’re Hiring”

SEEKING A
PROFESSIONAL  HOUSE

CLEANER
to join our friendly cleaning company,
serving Land O’ Lakes, Lutz, Wesley
Chapel, and New Tampa.  Applicants

must have prior experience, 
be reliable, and having their own 

transportation is a MUST!
Call Linda at 813-263-7966

OTR DRIVERS
Food grade tankers
Class-A CDL w/tanker 
Mileage/Drop Pay
Benefits available
Guaranteed home time
Call 800-569-6816 or visit our website
www.otterytransportation.com (x)

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea de-
veloped affordably by the Research &
Development pros and presented to
manufacturers. Call 1-844-349-8351 for
a Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit your
idea for a free consultation. (z)

WANTS TO PURCHASE minerals and
other oil & gas interests. Send details to
P.O. Box 13557, Denver, Co 80201 (u)

WERE YOU AN INDUSTRIAL or CON-
STRUCTION TRADESMAN and recently
diagnosed with LUNG CANCER? You
and your family may be entitled to a 
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 
1-855-839-6761 for your risk free consul-
tation. (z)

$$HELP WANTED$$$ EARN Extra in-
come assembling CD cases from Home.
CALL OUR LIVE
OPERATORS NOW! 1-800-405-7619
Ext 320 www.easywork-greatpay.com (z)

UNABLE TO WORK due to injury or ill-
ness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social
Security Disability Attorneys!
FREE Evaluation. 1-800-860-6175! Mail:
2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL.,
Mbr. TX/NM Bar. Local Attorneys Nation-
wide. (z)

FREE GARAGE
SALE ADS!

3 lines of text,with 
35 characters and spaces 

per line, FOR FREE*!
Call Rachel at 813.909.2800

Ask about discounts for community
garage sales & display ads!

*Private parties only

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

MEDICAL / DENTAL

PERSONALS

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

ANTIQUES

FOR SALE

HEALTH & EQUIPMENT

MEDICAL / DENTAL

WANTED

GARAGE / YARD SALES

BUILDING MATERIALS

LEGAL NOTICES
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TRUCK FOR SALE?
ADVERTISE with

The Laker/ Lutz News
813-909-2800

HOME
FOR

SALE?
ADVERTISE with

The Laker/ Lutz News
813-909-2800

BUY 3 WEEKS GET 1 FREE 813-909-2800

BIG TYPE.
EASY READ. FAST RESULTS.Call

Classifieds
813-909-2800

PROVIDE A SERVICE?
ADVERTISE with

The Laker/ Lutz News
813-909-2800

813-298-7363
www.copperstone.info

AWARD WINNING BUSINESS CENTER

EXECUTIVE SUITES

3632 Land O’ Lakes Boulevard • Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639
Centrally located between Wesley Chapel and Trinity

COPPERSTONE

• Award Winning Service • 50 Private Office Suites • 2 Conference Rooms 
• Event Room • Hourly Office Rental • Business Address • Mail Service • WiFi

OFFICES FOR RENT!

Includes FREE American Standard Right Height Toilet 
Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

®

A+ RATED

$1,500 in Savings INCLUDES a
FREE American Standard Toilet

Discover the world’s best walk-in bathtubfrom

5 Reasons American Standard
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Backed by American Standard’s 140 years of 
experience
Ultra low entry for easy entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND installation, 
INCLUDING labor backed by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating massage

1

3
2

4

5

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be fi rst
time purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information.   CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA.
Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

855-676-1571

813-909-2800 • classifieds@lakerlutznews.com
Real EstateReal Estate

GOT AN OLDER car, boat or RV? Do
the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-831-6309
(z)

BECOME A PUBLISHED author! Publi-
cations sold at all major secular & spe-
cialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your FREE
author submission kit. 1-844-506-6434
(z)

CROSS COUNTRY MOVING, Long dis-
tance Moving Company, out of state
move $799 Long Distance Movers. Get
Free quote on your Long distance move
1-800-214-4604 (z)

CROSS COUNTRY MOVING, Long dis-
tance Moving Company, out of state
move. $799 Long Distance Movers.
Get Free quote on your Long distance
move 1-800-214-4604 (z)

DIRECTV. CALL & Switch Now  Get
NFL Sunday Ticket for FREE! Every
Game. Every Sunday. CHOICETM All-In-
cluded Package. Over 185 Channels.
$60/month (for 12 Months.)
CALL  877-808- 9508 (z)

GET AN IPHONE 8 or Samsung
Galaxy8 for $34/month. Call AT&T Wire-
less today to learn how to get a
new phone. Call while supplies last. 
1-855-892-2388 (z)

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea de-
veloped affordably by the Research &
Development pros and presented to man-
ufacturers. Call 1-844-349-8351 for a
Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit your
idea for a free consultation. (z)

DISH NETWORK SATELLITE Televi-
sion Service. Now Over 190 channels for
ONLY $49.99/mo! FREE Installation,
FREE Streaming, FREE HD. Add Inter-
net for $14.95 a month. 1-800-496-2603.-
(z)

DISH NETWORK. 190+ channels. FREE
Install. FREE Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99-
/month (24 mos). Add High Speed Inter-
net  $14.95 (where avail.) CALL Today
& SAVE 25%! 1-855-895-7245. (z)

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some re-
strictions apply 1-800-496-2603 (z)

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED Internet. As
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today
1-877-929-1176 (z)

JUNK REMOVAL 
STARTING AT $49.99!

Call Dakoda, 
owner of Welch’s Mainentance

813-614-1715

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
By Anderson and Alside Starting at $199
All models and sizes available.
Proven Quality for lifetime transferable
warranty. Family owned 40 years. Low
low pricing. Senior Citizen/Veteran dis-
counts.For free quote call Rich
866-272-7533 Custom Windows of
Florida (x)

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, Internet
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per sec-
ond speed. No contract or commitment.
More Channels. Faster Internet. 
Unlimited Voice. 1-877-279-4652 (z)

VIVINT  SMART & Complete Home Se-
curity. Easily manage anywhere, Profes-
sional Installation as early as Tomorrow,
$0 Activation. Call for a Free Quote, Con-
tract Options.1-800-871-8250 (z)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nationâ ™s
largest senior living referral service. Con-
tact our trusted, local experts today! Our
service is FREE/no obligation. CALL
1-855-836-8564 (z)

WATER DAMAGE. DEALING with wa-
ter damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond immedi-
ately. Nationwide and 24/7. No mold
calls. Call today! 1-800-730-6976 (z)

ALWAYS PROTECT YOUR Family! Fi-
nal Expense/Burial Insurance. $30,000
Coverage Only $1 per day! No Med
Exam! Free Consult. Call Today 
1-855-385-4423 (z)

HAVE 10K IN Debt? National Debt Re-
lief is rated A-Plus with the BBB. You
could be debt free in 24-48 months.
Call 1-866-465-4307 now for a free debt
evaluation. (z)

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY? Up
to $2,671/mo. (Based on paid-in
amount.) FREE evaluation! Call Bill Gor-
don & Associates. 1-800-860-6175. Mail:
2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL., member TX/NM Bar. (z)

HAVE 10K IN Debt? National Debt Re-
lief is rated A-Plus with the BBB. You
could be debt free in 24-48 months. Call
1-866-465-4307 now for a free debt eval-
uation. (z)

ARE YOU IN Debt? Get help now with a
30 minute Phone debt analysis. Mon-Fri
9:00 am to 8:00 pm, Sat: 10:00 am to 2:-
00 pm. All Eastern time. 1-855-630-5331
(z)

THE OCEAN CORP. 10840 Rockley
Road Houston, Texas 77099. Train for a
New Career. *Underwater Welder. *Com-
mercial Diver. *NDT Weld Inspector. Job
Placement Assistance. Financial Aid
available for those who qualify. 
800-321-0298. (u)

CHEAP FLIGHTS.
Call Now Toll Free 1-844-274-6133 (z) 

AVIATION GRADS WORK with JetBlue,
United, Delta and others- start here with
hands on training for FAA certification. Fi-
nancial aid if qualified. Call Aviation Insti-
tute of Maintenance 888-242-2649.(x)

AVIATION CAREERS  Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation,
manufacturing and more. Financial aid
for qualified students. Job placement as-
sistance. Call AIM 866-314-5838 (z)

MARINA PROPERTY- PRICED to sell!!!
Private waterfront community.
With Concierge Boat Service and
boathouse slip.
Only $139,880
Video: www.WaterfrontLifeFL.net
877.628.3349 Florida Waterfront Market-
ing, LLC. Licensed Real Estate Broker (x)

RIVER RANCH HUNTING LOTS
in Central Florida. 

$100 down and $100 per month. 
No Credit Check!  941-475-0709 

buyriverranch.com

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care
Of. CALL 1-800-902-7815 (z)

DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST
CANCER! Help United Breast Founda-
tion education, prevention, & support pro-
grams. FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR
RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION 
1-844-513-9098 (z)

DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST
CANCER! Help United Breast Founda-
tion education,
prevention, & support programs. FAST
FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE -
TAX DEDUCTION 1-
844-513-9098 (z)

CARS, TRUCKS & SUVS! Bad Credit?
Repos? Divorce? Even Bankruptcy! It’s
OK! $0 down options available! 
www.6ignoremyscore.com (z)

1-Signature Divorce
Missing Spouse Divorce

STARTING AT $65

DIVORCE     WILLS
EVICTIONS

* WE COME TO YOU! *
Covering All Florida

1-888-847-1997
(Since 1992)

AT&T HIGH SPEED Internet Starting at
$40/month. Up to 45 Mbps! Over 99%
Reliability! Bundle AT&T Digital TV or
Phone Services & Internet Price Starts at
$30/month. Call 1-888-274-1454 (z)

AUTOS

HOMES FOR SALE

SERVICES OFFERED

ADULT EDUCATION

LAND FOR SALE

HOME REPAIR

VACATION / TRAVEL

SERVICES OFFERED SERVICES OFFERED

LEGAL SERVICES,
NON-ATTORNEY

FINANCIAL
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The LAKER / Lutz NEWS CROSSWORD PUZZLE
ACROSS
1. Genus of beetles
5. Time units (abbr.)
8. Fiddler crabs

11. Remove weapons from
13. Express delight
14. Energy
15. Roman general
16. Returned material authorization
(abbr.)
17. Mortgage group (abbr.)
18. Parts
20. Leavened bread cooked in a clay
oven
21. Type of cloth
22. Frankness
25. Causes disgust or hatred
30. A member of the British order 
of honor
31. Folk singer Di Franco
32. One’s looks
33. Provokes
38. Partner of flow
41. Japanese warrior
43. Easy to perceive
45. Meet with one’s agreement
47. Bird’s jaw
49. Ballplayer accessory
50. Sword
55. Swiss river
56. Comedienne Gasteyer
57. Beat icon Ginsberg
59. Clinches a victory
60. Split lentils
61. Jewish spiritual leader
62. Book of the Bible (abbr.)
63. Electronic warfare-support 
measures
64. Fibrous plant material

DOWN
1. Annoy
2. Two-toed sloth
3. Precipitation
4. Barbary sheep
5. Large stinging paper wasp
6. Balkan country
7. __ Doherty, actress
8. Arm bones
9. Women’s undergarment

10. Genus of dabbling ducks
12. Time zone
14. Newts
19. Sound unit
23. Dab
24. Puzzlement
25. Defensive nuclear weapon
26. Actress Ling
27. Natural solid material
28. Burmese ethnic group
29. Puts within
34. Belonging to us
35. They __
36. One of twelve sons of Jacob
37. Grab a seat
39. Rich fabric
40. Fruits
41. Very fast airplane
42. Large primates
44. Flammable jelly
45. Less common
46. Supplements with difficulty
47. Chinese automotive company
48. Every one of two or more things
51. Swiss river
52. Speak incessantly
53. Italian Island
54. Fighters against authority
58. Egg of a louse

SEE SOLUTIONS, PAGE 6B

Pasco receives
national award
Keep Pasco Beautiful was recognized with the
Keep America Beautiful ‘America Recycles Day
Program Award,’ for the Pasco Upcycle & Art
Festival, its annual recycled art event. The award is
given to a Keep America Beautiful affiliate that
shows innovation in participating in the annual
America Recycles Day. The festival began in Dade
City in 2015, with 30 vendors and 500 attendees. It
has since grown to reach attendance of 5,000. From
left: Keep Pasco Beautiful’s Lottie Kelley and coor-
dinator Kristen King; and Keep America Beautiful’s
president and CEO Helene Lowman, and treasurer
Alicia Hacker.

COURTESY OF NATURECOASTER.COM



Regional Medical Center Bayonet Point  has a Nationally Acclaimed Heart Institute  

Reservations Required
Visit our website RMCHealth.com  

or call 727-869-5498 | 1-888-741-5119

Tuesday Tutorials with Complimentary Lunch for the Community at
REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BAYONET POINT

RAO MUSUNURU, M.D. CONFERENCE CENTER
14100 Yosemite Drive, Hudson, FL 34667 (Back Campus of the Hospital) 

Tuesday Tutorials

TRAUMA AWARENESS MONTH

Registration/Lunch 11:30
Tutorials begin at Noon

PRESENTER:   

Scott Norwood, MD 
TOPIC:

Trauma Program

May 15

PRESENTER:   

Mike Imbimbo, PTA 
TOPIC:

Falls

May 29

PRESENTER:   

Isabella Discepolo, RN
TOPIC:

Mechanism of Injury

May 22

PRESENTER:   

Douglas Kwazneski, MD 
TOPIC:

Wound Care

May 8
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