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Visiting from Nashville, Tennessee, 4-year-old Cosby Turner finds himself in a tight spot, between his dad Brice Turner
and a baby alligator, at GatorWorld Parks of Florida’s petting area. The baby alligator’s snout is taped shut because
young teeth tend to be sharp. 

FRED BELLET

INSIDE, PAGE 1BB

‘Get Loud!’ takes aim
at sexual assault,
domestic violence
By B.C. Manion
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com

Cheers normally reverberate through
Wiregrass Ranch High School’s gymnasium
when a boys basketball player on the home
team scores.

That didn’t happen though during the
initial minutes of the varsity team’s Jan. 30
game against Sunlake High School.

Instead, spectators remained silent, in re-
sponse to signs being shown to them that
said “Shhh” and “Be Quiet.”

The crowd kept quiet until the ninth
point was scored and then —responding to
signs that said “Break the Silence” — specta-
tors roared.

Obviously, there was a lot more going on
than just a routine basketball game.

In fact, a full-fledged public awareness
campaign was being staged, too.

Wiregrass Ranch High School’s basket-
ball game was the venue for “Get Loud!”

The event was presented by the high
school, in Wesley Chapel, in conjunction
with the Crisis Center of Tampa Bay and
Sunrise of Pasco County Inc. Domestic and
Sexual Violence Center. It also was support-
ed through a Tampa Bay Lightning
Foundation Community Heroes grant.

Staying silent for nine points was intend-
ed to call attention to the fact that every 9
seconds in the United States a woman is as-

By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

Pasco County commissioners are consid-
ering a possible referendum to see voter
approval for a 30-year bond issue that would
pay for a jail expansion, four new fire sta-
tions, and the expansion of five existing fire
stations.

The $185 million bond issue, earmarked
for public safety, would be placed before vot-
ers on the November ballot.

County commissioners got preliminary
data on the bond at a Jan. 30 workshop in
Dade City. The matter will be discussed again
at a Feb. 13 workshop in New Port Richey.

If approved, households on average could
expect to pay about $22.50 a year, based on

a home value of about $100,000.
Pasco County Sheriff Chris Nocco and

Pasco Fire Chief Scott Cassin made their
cases for why the bond is needed.

“We’re between a rock and a hard place
now,” Nocco said.

The county’s detention center, in Land O’
Lakes, is over-crowded, and the situation is
getting worse. The facility was built to house
1,432 inmates, but on Jan. 29 held 1,842 in-
mates, according to county jail records.

By 2020, projections peg inmate popula-
tion at nearly 2,400 a day.

The bond issue would pay for a 1,000-
bed expansion.

At the present time, some inmates sleep

Bond issue for jail expansion?

See BOND, page 11A

By Kevin Weiss
kweiss@lakerlutznews.com

A case of drugged driving forever
changed the lives of parents Joey and Tammy
Leonard.

Now their mission is to ensure other fam-
ilies don’t experience the same anguish they
must handle every day.

On Oct. 12, 2015, the Leonards lost their
daughter, Kassidy Leonard, her husband,
William Griggs, and their 12-day-old baby
granddaughter, Kimberlynn Dawn Griggs,
after a horrific head-on collision with an im-
paired driver in Tennessee.

The driver, Benjamin Franklin, then 28,
had crossed over the road into the oncoming
lanes and struck Grigg’s vehicle on State
Highway 13 in Houston County, Tennessee.

The young family was instantly killed. 
Franklin, who was under the influence of

oxycodone, methamphetamine and amphet-
amines at the time of the crash, survived. 

He was later sentenced to 36 years in
prison for vehicular homicide.

“We say we received a life sentence, be-
cause of a senseless, preventable act of a
grown man. It’s difficult for us to under-
stand,” said Joey Leonard, associate dean of
academic affairs and retention services at
PHSC’s East Campus.

The Leonards shared their personal story
during a panel discussion on drugged driving
prevention at the Pasco-Hernando State
College East Campus in Dade City. 

Topics centered on the consequences of
impaired driving, along with the risks of ille-
gal and prescription drug use while operating
a motor vehicle. Law enforcement and med-
ical professionals weighed in.

The Jan. 30 event was part of the college’s
ongoing Community Awareness Series avail-
able to community members, students,
faculty and staff. 

THE ISSUES
The National Institute of Drug Abuse says

the use of illicit drugs or misuse of prescrip-
tion drugs can make driving a car unsafe —
just like driving after drinking alcohol — put-
ting the driver, passengers and others who
share the road at risk.

The effects of specific drugs differ de-

pending on how they act in the brain, ac-
cording to the organization. 

For example, marijuana can slow reaction
time, impair judgment of time and distance,
and decrease coordination. Drivers who have
used cocaine or methamphetamine can be
aggressive and reckless when driving. Certain
kinds of sedatives, called benzodiazepines,
can cause dizziness and drowsiness. 

Drugged driving is widespread nationally.
According to the 2016 National Survey

on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH), 11.8 mil-
lion people age 16 drove under the
influence of illicit drugs in 2016, the latest
data published on the topic.

Approximately 21 percent of the 31,666
fatal crashes in the U.S., in 2015 involved at
least one driver who tested positive for drugs
after the incident, according to federal data
released to USA TODAY and interviews with
leaders in the field.

In Florida, there were 281 drug-related
crash fatalities in 2015. That figure has risen
every year since 2010, when 109 drug-relat-
ed crash fatalities reported.

Panelists extensively pinpointed the use
of marijuana.

Each warned students about the risks, es-

See AWARENESS, page 11A

KATHY STEELE
Station 22, at 9930 Land O’ Lakes Boulevard,
is on a list of Pasco County fire stations that
need to be upgraded, and potentially could
benefit from a proposed bond.

Raising awareness
about drugged driving

B.C. MANION
Buttons at the ‘Get Loud!’ event helped
spread the message of the problems of sex-
ual assault and domestic violence.

See LOUD, page 11A

COURTESY OF JOEY AND TAMMY LEONARD
Kassidy Leonard, her husband, William
Griggs, and their 12-day-old baby daughter,
Kimberlynn Dawn Griggs, were killed by a
drug impaired driver in October 2015. 
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Mark Pizzurro, Joe Traina and Peter Abreut anticipate opening their craft brewery in Land O’ Lakes in spring.

By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

Owners of Amici Pizza & Deli are plan-

ning to build a new stand-alone restaurant,

with additional retail space, on Wesley

Chapel Boulevard.
The new restaurant is a short distance

from the existing Amici restaurant in Grand

Oaks Square, at Wesley Chapel and Pet Lane. 

Andrea and Josephine Mannino, are

heading toward a construction start of

Amici Plaza in spring with an opening likely

by the end of 2016.
Pasco County records show a conceptual

plan with about 3,000 square feet for the

restaurant, and about 1,800 square feet for

retail.
“We’d like to have our own building and

a bigger kitchen,” said Andrea Mannino.

No decisions have been made on the ad-

ditional retail space, he said.

The site is located at the corner of

Magnolia Boulevard and Wesley Chapel

Boulevard, which is also known as County

Road 54.
Pasco County is moving forward with ac-

quisition of right-of-way along County Road

54 to prepare for the expansion of the two-

lane road into a four-lane road at the

junction of State Road 56 and State Road 54

Amici Pizza plans stand-alone location

See PIZZA, page 13A
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FREE ADMISSION

By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

The first kumquat tree in St. Joseph tookroot more than 100 years ago, when C.J.Nathe planted it in his backyard.
He added a few more, and soon he had asmall grove on an acre of fertile ground.
The kumquat king, as Nathe was laterdubbed, transformed a quiet back road com-munity into the Kumquat Capital of theWorld.
An open house will take place on Jan. 28and Jan. 29 at the Kumquat Growers pack-i h KATHY STEELE/STAFF PHOTOMargie Neuhofer and h h b

Kumquats
reign supreme
at area festival

By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

Pasco County Administrator MicheleBaker expects to be very busy over the nextyear and a half.
She’ll be crossing off a to-do list, one byone, before leaving in 2017 to go on alengthy road trip with her husband.
The couple will hit the road with theirrecreational vehicle and their motorcycles,on a tour of as many baseball parks and na-tional parks as they can squeeze into a year.“That’s been our dream,” Baker said, soletting her contract lapse in July 2017 makessense.

But, don’t expect a lame duck administra-tor.
“There’s no kicking back here,” Bakersaid. “This isn’t me slowing down.”
Baker has told Pasco County commis-sioners she won’t seek renewal of hercurrent two-year contract, which makes her

last day July 9, 2017.
By then, Baker will

have worked 35 years
in public service, 24
of those years with
Pasco County.

Her to-do list, in
short form, includes:

• Completing mas-
ter plans and updates
for storm water, solidwaste and tourism

• Funding and building a diverging dia-mond road design to ease traffic congestionat State Road 56 and Interstate 75
• Completing the State Road 56 exten-sion
• Nurturing SunWest Park, the county’sfledgling aqua park
• Replacing and repairing aging infra-structure and roads damaged by thesummer flooding
• Making progress on the expansion of

the jail and construction of new fire stations• Relocating more government offices tocentral Pasco
Baker also plans to fill vacancies for afew key leadership positions that remain, in-cluding an assistant county administrator forpublic safety and administration.
Progress has been made, Baker said, butgovernment services still could be morecustomer-friendly.
A culture that was decades in the makingis being changed, she said. “You don’t get toturn a canoe. You’re turning a ship.”
Public service wasn’t Baker’s first careerchoice.
Over the years she worked as a waitress,flight attendant and a theater manager. Shealso served in the U.S. Air Force Reserve.
Her undergraduate degree was in busi-ness administration. 
It wasn’t until she accepted a secretarial

Pasco administrator to retire in 2017

See RETIRE, page 11A

Michele Baker
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Benefits
• You will ALWAYS be seen by a 

physician
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• Shorter wait times
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Medical Center of Trinity:
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illness or injury. Providing more advanced emergency services than an urgent care center, this full-service ER also 
accepts patients via ambulance and has on site CT Scan, Ultrasound, X-ray and Laboratory services.

ER 24/7 is staffed by physicians Board Certified in Emergency Care and nurses with emergency care experience 
and certifications.

24/7 Emergency Room for Adults and Kids
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Specialized and Personalized
By Tobi Karch
Special to The Laker / Lutz News

Specialized and personalized are two
words that best describe Margaret
Hassani and her business, Lightning
Realty, a residential real estate business
based in Carrollwood.

Hassani bravely launched Lightning
Realty in 2008, right
before the real estate
market crashed. She
began listing homes for
sellers who owed more to
their lender than the
value of their home, and
successfully negotiated
many short sales.  

Hassani began her real
estate career working for
a Tampa homebuilder
for 12 years. In addition,
she and her husband
began to buy and manage their own
rental properties in 2001. With this com-
prehensive background, Hassani began
to realize that there was a better way to
sell homes. 

“Do you realize that the process for
selling homes hasn’t changed in probably
50 years — throw a sign up, upload it to
the MLS and hope it sells!” said Hassani.
“I use a different, multi-step process for
selling homes—one that builds excite-
ment and anticipation before a home is
ever allowed to be shown.” 

Specializing in high-quality homes,
Hassani employs a unique “home-launch

formula,” which Forbes and USA World
News have both touted. 

“As the number of days on the market
increase, the value of a home decreases.
However, there are ways to make it sell
more quickly,” she explains.

Hassani refers to what large retailers
such as Apple call a higher-price frame of
mind. “What I do ensures that the seller

will have a higher probabil-
ity that their home will sell
for more money,” she says.

“I am a high-quality
Realtor, rather than a high-
quantity one,” Hassani
continues. She works on
strategizing and introduc-
ing new types of marketing
and advertising, in much
the same way large corpora-
tions do prior to launching
a new product. 

“My goal is to always get
the highest possible price for my client’s
home in the shortest amount of time,”
says Hassani. “I build curiosity and inter-
est before buyers can see the home. Plus,
I only focus on selling my client’s listing.”

Hassani is optimistic about the health
of the North Tampa market. 

“The outlook is excellent for sellers
this year. Builders have started to ramp
up, which means we can expect to see
more inventory for sale in 2018, and buy-
ers will have more choices than they did
last year,” she says. “Until builders are at
full capacity, prices will continue to rise,
though at a slower rate than last year.”

Margaret Hassani

Lightning Realty
813.766.1501

www.Lightning-Realty.com
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The Laker/Lutz News Staff Report

Pioneer Florida Museum & Village put
the spotlight on farm life, and the homespun
skills passed down through generations at its
annual Farm Festival and Quilt Show.

The event was held on museum grounds
in Dade City on Feb. 4 and Feb. 5.

Large crowds gathered during the Draft
Horse Pulling Competition to cheer their fa-
vorite teams. The contest pitted 20 horse
teams against each other, each demonstrat-

ing horse power and strength. 
Local quilters exhibited their sewing

skills, with displays of quilts in all colors,
sizes and designs. Quilts, clothing remnants
and supplies also were available for pur-
chase.

Festival-goers could watch cane grinding
and syrup-making, stroll through an arts and
crafts show, shop with vendors and enjoy
folk musicians.

A 1914 Ford Model T was among several
antique cars on display.

Horses, quilts and homespun skills

RICHARD K RILEY
Two horses went head-to-head in the horse pulling contest.

Attendees snapped open lawn chairs to settle back and watch festivities at the annual Farm
Festival and Quilt Show at the Florida Pioneer Museum & Village in Dade City.

Dulcimer Connection entertained with classic and folk music.

Joyce Duncan, of Dade City, sat in her hus-
band’s 1914 Ford Model T at an antique
vehicle show.

Bill Scaife makes adjustments on a quilting
machine that is for sale at his business,
Itching for Stitching.

Linda MacDonald, of Zephyrhills, inspects the stitching on a quilt being judged at the Farm
Festival and Quilt Show in Dade City.
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www.lolchiropractic.com
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The ChiroTrust Pledge TM

“To the best of my ability, I agree to provide my patients
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Dr. Leslie Horne, Doctor of Chiropractic
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Your Community Calendar • Submit 2 weeks in advance to: news@lakerlutznews.com • All listings free of charge

What’sHappeningWhat’s Happening
FREE TAX PREP
AARP Foundation volunteers nationwide
will offer free tax assistance and
preparation for federal income tax returns,
through April 17, using its Tax-Aide
program. For sites and information,
including which documents to bring along,
visit AARPFoundation.org/taxhelp, or call
(888) 227-7669.

DRIVE-THRU PRAYER
Atonement Lutheran Church, 29617 State
Road 54 in Wesley Chapel, offers Drive-
Thru Prayer under its portico every Friday
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Stop by, stay in
your car, and ministry partners will share
your cares and concerns in prayer. 

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS
The Pasco Alliance of Community
Associations will host a workshop Feb. 8 at
7 p.m., at Land O’ Lakes Heritage Park
(formerly the Land O’ Lakes Community
Center), 5401 Land O’ Lakes Blvd. There will
be a discussion on the 2018 program
schedule, as well as changes to CDDs,
HOAs, condos and co-ops in Pasco County.
For information, visit MyPACA.org, or call
Wayne Mooney at (352) 467-9808.

MAKE A KITE
The New River Library, 34043 State Road
54 in Zephyrhills, will celebrate National
Kite Flying Day on Feb. 8 from 4 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. Participants can design a kite and
see if it will fly. For information, call (813)
788-6375.

REPUBLICAN CLUB
The Wesley Chapel Republican Club will
meet Feb. 8 at 6:30 p.m., at Lexus of Wesley
Chapel, 5350 Eagleston Blvd., in Wesley
Chapel. The guest speaker will be Ashley
Moody, candidate for attorney general.
There will be coffee and desserts.
Admission is free. For information, contact
Peter Cracchiolo at (813) 360-9813 or
peterzbear@aol.com.

CIRCUS PERFORMANCE
Fantazia Circus will appear Feb. 9 at 4:30
p.m. and 7:30 p.m., and Feb. 10 at 1 p.m., 4
p.m. and 7 p.m., at All Sports Arena, 7716
Rutillio Court in New Port Richey. Doors
open an hour prior to show time. Tickets
are $15 for adults and include two free
admissions for kids. A dollar from each
ticket will benefit the M.U.C.H. Foundation
that provides costumed superhero and
character visits with youngsters. For
information, visit CircusFantazia.com or
Facebook.com/fantaziacircus.

PAPER CRAFT
The Zephyrhills Public Library, 5347 Eighth
St., will host a craft-making session Feb. 9 at
10 a.m. Participants can create a keepsake
box using the art of quilling. The box,
quilling paper and tools will be provided.
Class size is limited to 20 participants.
Registration is required by calling (813)
780-0064.

ANTI-VALENTINE DANCE
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier
Parkway, will host its annual Teen Anti-
Valentine’s Day Dance Feb. 9 from 7 p.m. to
10 p.m., for ages 13 to 18. This year’s theme
is “Emo,” a style of rock music. Admission is
free, but VIP access with pizza, drinks and
video games is $5. For information, call
(813) 929-1214.

BOOK BAZAAR
The Hugh Embry Library, 14215 Fourth St.,
in Dade City, will host a book bazaar Feb. 9
and Feb. 10 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. There
will be a selection of books, audio and
video media, magazines, and related
materials available for a modest cost. For
information, call (352) 567-3576.

SHABBAT SERVICES
Congregation Kol Ami, 3919 Moran Road in
Tampa, will host family Shabbat services
Feb. 9 at 6:30 p.m. There will be guitar
music, dancing in the aisles, singing, stories
and more. For information, call (813) 962-
6338.

POMEGRANATE GROWERS
The Florida Pomegranate Association will
host the Pomegranate Growers meeting
Feb. 9 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Gulf
Coast Research and Education Center,
14625 County Road 672 in Wimauma.
Topics will include nutrition management,
disease control and preparing orchards for
the season. Advance registration for FPA
members is $15 or $25 for non-members.
Tickets will be available at the door for $20
and $35, respectively. For information, call
(863) 604-3778.

STAMPFEST WINTER
The 21st annual Stampfest Winter will be
Feb. 10 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the New
Port Richey Recreation & Aquatic Center,
6630 Van Buren St. This is a rubber-stamping,
card-making, scrapbooking and paper arts
convention, with giveaways. Admission is $8;
children age 12 and younger are free. There
will be classes available Feb. 9. All proceeds
will go to Florida Hospice of the Suncoast.
For information, call Debby Drabik at (727)
376-6289, visit StampFest.com, or email
info@stampfest.com.

NORTH TAMPA MARKET
The Carrollwood Cultural Center, 4537
Lowell Road, will host The North Tampa
Market Feb. 10 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. This is
an outdoor, fresh market. Admission is free.
For information, visit TampaBayMarkets.com.

BIG BAND MUSIC
The Carrollwood Cultural Center, 4537
Lowell Road, will host the Carrollwood
Jukebox Big Band on Feb. 10 at 8 p.m. The
band will perform dance music, including
swing, hip-hop, Latin, waltz, pop and
contemporary, to celebrate Valentine’s Day.
Free dance lessons will be offered to ticket
holders starting at 6:30 p.m. Admission is
$12 to $18. For information, call (813) 922-
8167.

RANCH DAYS
Florida Ranch Days will take place Feb. 10
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Feb. 11 from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m., at Little Everglades Ranch
(U.S. 301 and Gould Road) in Dade City.
There will be ranch activities, entertainment,
a food round-up, a trading post, artists,
crafters, vendors and more. For information,
visit RanchDays.com, call (352) 521-3661, or
email LERevents@gmail.com. 

COMMUNITY CAR SHOW
Harvester United Methodist Church, 2432
Collier Parkway in Land O’ Lakes, will host
its second annual Harvester Community Car
Show Feb. 10 from noon to 3 p.m. All makes,
models and years can participate. There will
be food trucks on site and music provided
by the Harvester UMC Contemporary Praise
Band. Registration is from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
($10 per vehicle), the show from noon to 3
p.m., and trophies will be awarded at 3 p.m.,
for first, second and third place. For
information, email Shawn Smith at
shawnscarshows@gmail.com.

MICHIGAN POTLUCK PICNIC
The 2018 Wisconsin-Upper Peninsula
Michigan Potluck Picnic will take place Feb.
10 at the First Methodist Church Hall, 38635
Fifth Ave., in Zephyrhills. Registration will
start at 10 a.m., with activities at noon.
Guests should bring a dish to share and their
own place setting. Meat, coffee and dessert
will be provided, as well as entertainment
and door prizes. No alcoholic beverages will

be allowed. The cost is $4 per person. For
information, call Vicki Arndt at (608) 790-
1210.

MUSIC AT THE MONASTERY
The Benedictine Sisters of Florida will host
Music at the Monastery Feb. 11 at 2 p.m., at
Holy Name Monastery, 12138 Wichers Road
in St. Leo. The Ringtones, members of the
Toast of Tampa Show Chorus, will perform.
There will be refreshments after the
concert. Donations will be accepted. For
information, call (352) 588-8320.

SURVIVING DIVORCE
Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Church,
2348 Collier Parkway in Land O’ Lakes, will
offer a 6:30 p.m. Sunday healing ministry for
12 weeks running, in two parts, on Feb. 11
and April 8. Signup for the spring session by
Feb. 25. A video presentation and group
discussion will highlight each session, and
each meeting opens and closes with a short
prayer and light refreshments. For
information, call Cathy Moreland at (913)
485-7076. 

DANCERS AND DRUMMERS
The Jimmie B. Keel Regional Library, 2902 W.
Bearss Ave., in Carrollwood, will celebrate
Black History Month Feb. 11 at 2 p.m., with
a performance by the Kuumba Dancers and
Drummers. There will be traditional African
music, dance, storytelling and audience
participation, for all ages. For information,
call (813) 273-3652, or visit HCPLC.org.
Groups must register in advance.

LECTURE AND BRUNCH
Congregation Kol Ami, 3919 Moran Road in
Tampa, will host a lecture and brunch Feb.
11 at 10 a.m. The guest speaker will be
Andrew Warren, state attorney of the 13th
Judicial Court in Hillsborough County. The
topic will be criminal justice reform. For
information, call (813) 962-6338.

COUNTRY MUSIC CONCERT
Grace Lutheran Church, 3714 Linebaugh
Ave., in Carrollwood, will host the Redhead
Express, an American country music band of
four sisters, Feb. 11 from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. The quartet consists of the
fiddle, guitar, banjo, bass and other acoustical
instruments, covering a range of genres from
gospel, blues, jazz, bluegrass, folk and
country. To register for the free concert, call
(813) 961-8747, ext. 204, and leave a
message with your name, email address and
the number of guests, or email
redheadconcert@gmail.com.

CLASSIC MOVIE
Tampa Theatre, 711 N. Franklin St., will show
the movie “Stand by Me” Feb. 11 at 3 p.m., as
part of its Retro/Rewind Mashup of Totally
‘80s Classic Movies. Tickets are $10 for
adults and $7 for theater members. For
information, visit TampaTheatre.org.

CANTORS AND SOLOISTS
The Bay Area Cantorial Association will
present its 15th annual concert, “American
Jewish Voices!” with cantors and cantorial
soloists, Feb. 11 at 3 p.m., at Congregation
Beth Am, 2030 W. Fletcher Ave., in Tampa.
Tickets are $18 and available at the door. All
donations will be accepted. Proceeds will
benefit scholarships for cantorial students of
Reform and Conservative Sacred Music
Study and publication of sacred Jewish
music. For information, call (813) 968-8511.

DECIPHERING HANDWRITING
The Lutz Branch Library, 101 W. Lutz-Lake
Fern Road, will offer a program on
“Genealogy: Deciphering Handwriting” Feb.
12 at 11:15 a.m., for adults. The guest
speaker will be Kelly Whitelock of Tampa
Bay Roots. For information, call (813) 273-
3652, or visit HCPLC.org. Groups must
register in advance.

DONATE TO FLEA MARKET
The GFWC Lutz-Land O’ Lakes Women’s
Club will accept donations for its annual Old
Lutz School Flea Market every Monday and
Wednesday, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., starting
Feb. 12 at the Old Lutz school, 18819 U.S. 41.
Donations of books, clothing, shoes,
household items, small appliances, kitchen
wares, accessories, décor items, tools, toys
and more, will be accepted in clean and
working order. Larger furniture can be
dropped off the last week of February. No
large appliances, TVs or sleeper sofas. The
flea market is scheduled for March 2 and
March 3. For information, call (813) 598-
6945.

‘FLYING DRAGONS’ SEMINAR
The Lutz Branch Library, 101 W. Lutz-Lake
Fern Road, will offer “Master Gardener:
Dragonflies and Damselflies” Feb. 12 at 6:30
p.m. The guest speaker will be Virginia
Overstreet on the common dragonfly and
damselfly species in the area, fun facts about
the insects, and ways to attract them to a
garden. For information, call (813) 273-3652.

TEEN PHOTOGRAPHY
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier
Parkway, will offer a monthly teen
photography program for ages 13 to 18.
Participants can learn new aspects of
photography and create something. The next
meeting is Feb. 12 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., in
the Foundry. Registration and a completion
of all forms is required. Call (813) 929-1214.

PARTY WITH THE PRESIDENTS
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier
Parkway, will offer a Tinkering Tuesday
program called “Party with the Presidents”
Feb. 13 at 6:30 p.m., for kindergarten
through fifth grade. There will be activities
and experiments with a Presidents’ Day
theme. For information, call (813) 929-1214.

NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY
The Nature Coast Chapter of the Florida
Native Plant Society will meet Feb. 13 at 7
p.m., at Land O’ Lakes Heritage Park
(formerly Land O’ Lakes Community
Center), 5401 Land O’ Lakes Blvd. The guest
speaker will be Sid Taylor on the topic of
“Habitat Diversity in the Withlacoochee
State Forest.” The presentation will include
an overview of recreational opportunities,
with a sampling of critters and plants within
the habitats. There will be light refreshments
and a native plant drawing. For information,
call Sandy Vanno at (727) 207-1853.

PLANNING MEETING
The planning committee for Appreciate
Pasco (scheduled for April 14) will meet on
Tuesdays at the Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818
Collier Parkway. The next meeting is Feb. 13
at 5 p.m. For information, call (813) 956-
8661, or email pascoactivists@gmail.com.

ART SALE
The Friends of the Hugh Embry Library,
14215 Fourth St., in Dade City, will host a
Friends’ Art Sale Feb. 14 from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. For information, call (352) 567-3576.

CITIZEN’S ACADEMY
The Zephyrhills Public Library, 5347 Eighth
St., will host a Citizen’s Academy Feb. 14
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Zephyrhills City
employees will make presentations on
various departments within the city. For
information, call (813) 780-0064.

TEEN GAME ZONE
The Lutz Branch Library, 101 W. Lutz-Lake
Fern Road, will offer a Teen Game Zone Feb.
14 at 3:30 p.m. There will be games such as
Super Smash Brothers Brawl, Just Dance, Wii
Sports and more. For information, call (813)
273-3652.

Hugs and Kisses
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier Parkway, will host a Valentine’s Day-themed Little
Makers program Feb. 10 at 10:30 a.m., for toddlers and preschoolers. For information, call
(813) 929-1214.

Valentine treats
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier Parkway, will host “Karen’s Kitchen” Feb. 12 from 5 p.m.
to 7 p.m., for ages 9 to 15. There will be a demonstration on how to make Valentine-themed
treats. Proper dress code, registration and signed liability waivers are required. For information,
call (813) 929-1214.

Group wedding ceremony
The Pasco Clerk & Comptroller’s Office of Paula S. O’ Neil will facilitate its 10th annual group
Valentine’s Day wedding ceremony Feb. 14, at the Pasco County Historic Courthouse in
Dade City. Couples that want to tie the knot can exchange vows in a group setting. Judge
Kemba Lewis will officiate. Couples can register for the ceremony when applying for a mar-
riage license no later than Feb. 9. A certified marriage certificate will be mailed to couples
the day after the ceremony, accompanied by the official certificate of marriage. Couples
should arrive at the courthouse by 1 p.m. For information, call (352) 521-4408, or visit
PascoClerk.com.

Musical comedy
Dreamhouse Theatre in Lutz will present the romantic musical comedy, “She Loves Me,” open-
ing on Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14 at 8 p.m. Other show dates include Feb. 15, Feb. 16, Feb. 17,
Feb. 23 and Feb. 24 at 8 p.m., and Feb. 18 and Feb. 25 at 3 p.m. Tickets are $23 each at
DreamhouseTheatre.com, or by calling Bryan D’Onofrio at (813) 997-7146.

Valentine Vows
Tampa Theatre, 711 N. Franklin St., will host the return of “Valentine’s Vows” Feb. 14 prior to the
screening of “When Harry Met Sally.” At 7 p.m., the Right Reverend John Bell, president and
CEO of the theater, will invite married couples to a wedding vow renewal and champagne
toast. Participants can also get married that evening by bringing their marriage license and
ID. The film will show at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $10 for general admission and $7 for theater
members. For information, call (813) 274-8287.
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Why would you like to go to the Renaissance Festival?________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Name_____________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

City__________________________________________________________ Zip__________________

Phone_______________________________ E-mail______________________________________

For a chance to win, clip and fill out this form, then mail to: Ren Fest Tickets, 
The Laker/Lutz News, PO Box 479, Lutz, FL 33548.
30 winners will be randomly selected on February 14th. Each of the winners will
receive 4 tickets to the Renaissance Festival. Tickets will be mailed to winners. 
Deadline for entry is February 13, 2018. Only one entry per household.

at MOSI

We Love Our Readers!
WIN TICKETS

Winners will be chosen on

Join us at

Saturday, Feb 10, 2018 • 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
16950 Vibrant Way • Land O’ Lakes

Come join us for a day of fun in your local community with a market full 
of great vendors and a cafe with food and drink specials. Some of our vendors

include food vendors, candles, vintage decor, clothing, handmade furniture,
photography, home goods, local Pilates information and more!

We will also have FREE wine samples from GOS Wines 
and music provided by DJ C-LO.

For more information, please email bexleymanager@outlook.com
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Oil Changes are up to 5 quarts of oil and filter (most cars). Includes our 14 point inspection and a FREE Car Wash. You must present coupon at time of service. May not be combined with any other coupons or specials. 

20306 Trout Creek Drive
Tampa, FL 33647 • 813-973-0033
LUBE open M-Sa 8am-6pm & Sun 10am-4pm

24124 SR 54
Lutz, FL 33559 • 813-949-7297
LUBE open M-Sa 8am-6pm & Sun 10am-4pm

17501 N Palm Village
Tampa, FL 33619 • 813-615-1333
LUBE open M-Sa 8am-5:30pm & Sun 10am-4pm

www.BayBreezeCarWash.com

Must have coupon present at time of purchase. This offer Expires 3/31/18. 

Good at the following locations only: New Tampa, Bruce B. Downs and Lutz.

$5 OFF
ANY QUICK LUBE SERVICE

(EXCLUDES $19.99 & $14.99 CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGES)
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813-996-1211
4005 Land O’ Lakes Blvd
on U.S. 41 in Land O’ Lakes
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Mission 22 helps fight the war on veteran suicides
By B.C. Manion
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com

U.S. military personnel are trained to go
into combat and face deadly dangers, but it
turns out that adjusting to life after leaving
active duty can sometimes pose greater per-
ils.

That was the message that Shawn Huber
brought to the Jan. 23 luncheon meeting of
the Rotary Club of Lutz at the Heritage
Harbor Country Club.

Huber, an ambassador for Mission 22,
talked about that organization’s efforts to re-
duce the number of veterans who lose their
lives to suicide.

An estimated 20 veterans die by suicide
each day, according to research by the de-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

It’s a problem that led to the creation of
Mission 22, said Huber, noting that he went
to high school with one of the group’s origi-
nal founders.

“What Mission 22 is looking for is finan-
cial donations to get these guys through
treatment,” he said. It also needs ambassa-
dors to help organize local events.

So many wounded warriors have injuries
that cannot be seen, Huber said.

“People are like: ‘How do you know
when people are going through this?’

“You don’t.
“If you’re missing an arm or a leg, I know

you’ve been injured, right? But, if you don’t
show any outward sign of injury — it’s all
internal — people pass it off as if there is
nothing wrong with you,” Huber said.

“The thing about military families — the
wives and children know that Dad comes
and goes. “What happens when Dad comes

home and stays home. They don’t know
how to handle them. They try to ‘fix’ them,”
Huber said.

Veterans leave the service, where they
were part of a team and had a specific role,
to return to society, where they are no

longer part of that team and can’t find a job
that correlates with the one they left, Huber
said.

“You were trained to do a job, and that
job doesn’t exist,” Huber said.

Many are suffering from PTSD, too.

“They start drinking. They’re doing
drugs, he said.

“There are people that I’ve talked to —
who have been on between 25 and 47 dif-
ferent drugs at once,” Huber added.

Some people who end their life by sui-
cide choose that route, he said, because “in
their minds, sometimes, this is the easiest
way for them not put a burden on their
friends and their family,” Huber added.

When someone ends his or her life, peo-
ple often wonder: “What is the one thing
that pushes them over the edge?” Huber
said. “It’s not one thing.”

And, it’s often not easy to tell who might
need some help, Huber added.

“You very rarely will find out who in
your neighborhood is coming back from
the military, unless they’re damaged physi-
cally and they’re missing a limb,” he said.

“We want to create awareness,” Huber
added.

“What I’ve volunteered to do is that
when people are ready and they want to
make a change in their lives, I take them
from where they are, to better, he said.

Mission 22 has two treatment programs
that focus on Traumatic Brain Injury and
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. The goal is
not to medicate and mask the problems our
veterans are facing, but to heal them. The
creation of these Mission 22 Healing
Projects will allow us to support even more
veterans through groundbreaking treat-
ments.

One program can be done at home, and
the other is done at a treatment facility in
North Carolina.

For specifics about each program, visit
Mission22.com.

B.C. MANION
Shawn Huber, an ambassador for Mission 22, talks about the problem of military veteran
suicides during a Rotary Club of Lutz meeting on Jan. 23. An estimated 20 veterans die by
suicide each day, according to research by the department of Veteran Affairs. 
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No matter how, where or 
why you read our paper… 
we’re gladwe re glad 
you do.
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Florida and Tampa Bay have bright prospects, economist says
By Kevin Weiss
kweiss@lakerlutznews.com

Florida and Tampa Bay will be in good
economic shape for 2018 and beyond, an
economist for Florida Taxwatch predicts.

Kyle Baltuch, who also is director of de-
velopment at Florida Taxwatch, offered
that assessment during a Feb. 2 luncheon
hosted by the Pasco Economic
Development Council.

He said his optimism stems in part
from strides made last year.

He pointed to Florida’s gross domestic
product growth of 3.1 percent in 2017.
That made Florida sixth in the nation and
outpaced the state’s main competitors of
New York, California and Texas.

A low unemployment rate (3.6 percent
in 2017), combined with a strong housing
and rental market (permit activity in-
creased by 14.8 percent) and growth in
industries like construction and manage-
ment, are other positive indicators for the
state going forward, Baltuch explained.

“Looking at the state as a whole we
had a pretty strong 2017,” he added.

Florida’s economy is expected to reach

the $1 trillion mark sometime this year. 
To put that in perspective, Florida

would rank as the 16th largest economy
in the world, if it was a country. 

Florida is a major player, he said, adding
that he believes confidence in the econo-
my will continue to have a positive effect
on its growth.

Tampa meanwhile, is expected to have
the second highest Gross Metro Product
in all of Florida’s Metropolitan Statistical
Areas in 2018.

Baltuch suggested one of the region’s
largest and growing industries — the fi-
nancial, insurance, real estate and leasing
sector — is a positive indicator for at least
the next few years.

“You want to be strong in those fields,”
he said. “If you’re doing strong in real es-
tate, you’re doing strong in rental. That
means you have people that want to live
in your area, and you have the jobs to pay
for those.”

Other industries, including construc-
tion and phosphate mining, also have
helped diversify Tampa’s economy, Baltuch
said. 

Some of Tampa’s major developments

are another encouraging sign, he said. 
For example, MetLife is expanding its

Tampa operations with 430 additional
high-wage jobs. 

Strategic Property Partners, a real estate
development company owned by Tampa
Bay Lightning owner Jeff Vinik, is design-
ing an innovation hub in downtown
Tampa. And, downtown Tampa is also the
top pick for the new Tampa Bay Rays sta-
dium.

“Tampa is absolutely on the upswing,”
Baltuch said. 

Elsewhere, the economist specifically
praised Pasco County for creating jobs in
the advanced manufacturing and informa-
tion technology arenas. He expects the
percentage of Pasco residents to live and
work in the county to increase over the
next five years to 10 years.

“Everybody, for years, thought of Pasco
as a bed county for Tampa, but what we’re
seeing here is more and more jobs created
in the right area, and in the right fields,”
Baltuch explained.

As for improvements, Baltuch said in-
vesting in infrastructure must be Florida’s
top priority, particularly for attracting

major corporations.
The state received a “C” grade on its in-

frastructure report card for 2017.
“Infrastructure is an issue here in

Florida, an issue here in Tampa. The more
we can get ahead of that curve, the
stronger you’re going to better prepare
yourself for the future,” he said.

Other priorities include improving the
state’s education system at the kinder-
garten through 12th grade level, as well as
the state college level, he said.

While Florida personal income grew
3.1 percent in 2017, per capital personal
income growth ranked in the bottom 20
among all states, according to Florida
Taxwatch.

Baltuch explained much of that per-
sonal income gain is by transients from
other states moving to Florida for jobs.

“We really need to work on that educa-
tion gap because that will help us keep
some of the jobs in the state. You’d love to
be filling those jobs by people that are al-
ready here,” he said.

Florida Taxwatch is an independent,
nonpartisan, nonprofit taxpayer research
institute located in Tallahassee. 

By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

Pasco County likely will opt to close off
a sinkhole that swallowed two houses in
Lake Padgett Estates with a fence and land-
scaping, to mimic, as much as possible, the
appearance of a retention pond.

Consultants say that other options, in-
cluding rebuilding Ocean Pines Drive, would
risk additional environmental damage.

Consultants also recommend against
building cul-de-sacs near the sinkhole,
which Pasco County officials had hoped
garbage trucks and emergency vehicles
could use.

Instead, the county will determine if a
“hammerhead” turn-around would be feasi-
ble if it is placed on an easement next to a

residence, but at a safe distance from the
sinkhole.

Kevin Guthrie, assistant county adminis-
trator for public safety, outlined those
recommendations at a recent workshop
with the Pasco County Commission.

No decision has been made yet, and
Guthrie plans to meet with area residents to
review the consultant’s report.

If the county installs the fence and land-
scaping, Ocean Pines would remain closed
off at the site of the sinkhole.

On one side of the sinkhole, it would re-
tain its current name. The other side would
be renamed.

Estimates on fencing and landscaping
were pegged at about $50,000 during an
October workshop to review options.

According to consultants, rebuilding the

roadway with sheet piles driven under-
ground would create strong vibrations and
risk unsettling the sinkhole and surrounding
areas.

At any time, even 20 years into the fu-
ture, the road could collapse, Guthrie said.

“We may put people in danger by doing
so,” he said. “Even to put a cul-de-sac, we
may do more harm to the environment.”

The sinkhole opened on July 14, 2017, at
21825 Ocean Pines Drive. It eventually swal-
lowed two houses, a motorcycle and a boat.

Seven additional houses have been con-
demned as unsafe.

The county approved $1.3 million for
initial cleanup and stabilization of the site.

At an October workshop, county com-
missioners had reviewed a range of options.

• Build a fence around the sinkhole with

a cul-de-sac on each side, at an estimated
cost of $1.7 million

• Connect the sinkhole to Lake Saxon
with a cul-de-sac to each side of the lake, at
a cost of $2.5 million

• Rebuild Ocean Pines Drive, which runs
between the sinkhole, at a cost of $800,000

Sinkhole response: Fence and landscaping?

FILE
A sinkhole on Ocean Pines Drive in Lake
Padgett Estates opened up in July 2017 and
swallowed two houses.



HEART HEALTH
February is American Heart Month,

National Cancer Prevention Month and the
recognition of World Cancer Day on Feb. 4. 

Tobacco Free Florida has free tools and
services for those who want to preserve
their heart health and reduce their cancer
risk. 

Tobacco users who want to quit can visit
TobaccoFreeFlorida.com/quityourway, or call
(877) 822-6669 to get started.

HEART INSTITUTE INSTALLS
NEW PROGRAM

The Heart Institute at Regional Medical
Center Bayonet Point hosted a ribbon cutting
and open house for its newly installed TAVR
(transcatheter aortic valve replacement) pro-
gram. Dr. Rao Musunuru presented a history
of the hospital and its commitment to heart
programs. Ron Bixler, the first patient to re-
ceive the TAVR procedure, cut the ribbon
alongside hospital staff and visitors.

HIV AND HEP C TESTING
The Florida Department of Health in

Pasco County, along with the Public
Defender’s Mobile Medical Unit, will offer
free rapid HIV and Hepatitis C testing at sev-
eral locations throughout the month of
February. 

Results from the rapid tests will be avail-
able within 20 minutes.

To view a calendar of times and locations,
visit Pasco.flhealth.gov.

For questions, call (727) 619-0260.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
The Medical Center of Trinity, 9330 State

Road 54, will host these upcoming communi-
ty events:

• Feb. 6 at 5 p.m.: Tour of Obstetrics
• Feb. 7 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.: Breast-feed-

ing Course
• Feb. 8 at 3 p.m.: Chatterboxes
• Feb. 15 at 3 p.m.: Lymphedema Support

Group
• Feb. 15 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.:

Huntington’s Disease Support Group
• Feb. 21 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.:

Newborn Care Class
• Feb. 21 from 7:15 p.m. to 9 p.m.:

Compassionate Friends Support Group
• Feb. 24 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.: Saturday

Super Prep Childbirth Class
• Feb. 28 at 6 p.m.: Infant CPR
Reservations are required. For informa-

tion, call (727) 834-5630, or visit
MedicalCenterTrinity.com.

CHAIR YOGA
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier

Parkway, will offer a new chair yoga program
Feb. 8 at 11:30 a.m. 

The fitness goal for the program is to im-
prove balance and increase endurance,
flexibility and range of motion. 

The class is taught in seated and standing
positions. 

Participants should bring water, wear
comfortable clothing, and bring a yoga mat,
towel or blanket if you want to relax on the
floor for the final pose.

For information, call (813) 929-1214.

TAI CHI CLASSES
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier

Parkway, will offer Bonnie’s Tai Chi class Feb.

8 at 5 p.m., for adults.
The class aims to bring physiological sys-

tems, from digestion, cardiovascular,
respiration, immunity and mental activity to a
higher level in a gentle and low-impact man-
ner.

Greater flexibility, core stability, improved
balance, less fatigue and reduced stress can
aid in the ability to prevent and deal with is-
sues such as fibromyalgia, Parkinson’s
disease, arthritis, joint replacement, lowering
blood pressure, depression, anxiety and
breathing.

A signed liability waiver is required.
For information, all (813) 929-1214.

SERTOMA FAMILY SUPPORT
Sertoma Speech & Hearing Foundation of

Florida will host a free Family Support Group
meeting Feb. 8 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., at
the New Port Richey Public Library, 5939
Main St.

The meeting will have a Valentine’s Day
theme, and will include an informational
speaker and fun activities for the kids.

Virtual attendance will also be available.
Participants will be entered to win a four-

pack movie ticket bundle. Go to
Facebook.com/SertomaFL and like to page to
be eligible.

To RSVP, call (727) 312-3881, or email
info@familyhearinghelp.org.

HEALTHY EATING
The Zephyrhills Public Library, 5347

Eighth St., will offer “Healthy Eating Produces
Healthy Living,” Feb. 8 from 4 p.m. to 5:30
p.m.

This is a series of book reports followed
by informative discussions.

For information and to RSVP, call (813)
780-0064.

ALZHEIMER’S FUNDRAISER
Dementia Redefined will host “The Family

Fun Scoop,” a family fundraiser and mountain
bike race, Feb. 10 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., at
Alafia River State Park, 14326 S. County Road
39 in Lithia. 

The event aims to raise awareness of
Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias.

There will be open trail riding before and
after races, face painting, balloon figures, a
picture booth, picnic food for sale, raffle give-
aways, bike rentals on site, a children’s
playground and more.

The park opens and registration begins at
8 a.m. A regular park admission fee applies:
$4 per person or $5 per vehicle of 2 people
to 8 people.

For race details and information, visit
DementiaRedefined.com.

EXERCISE AND WEIGHT
Access Health Care Physicians, 5382

Spring Hill Drive in Spring Hill, will offer a
lecture on exercise and weight management
Feb. 12 at 1 p.m., for anyone diagnosed with
diabetes mellitus and family.

Reservations are required. For informa-
tion, call (352) 200-2190.

HEART-SMART OILS
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier

Parkway, will host “Heart Smart Essential
Oils” Feb. 13 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., to pro-
mote cardiovascular health, for ages 16 and
older.

Participants can make an anxiety-reduc-
ing mist and take it home. 

Proper dress code, registration and signed
liability waiver are required.

For information, call (813) 929-1214.

PROSTATE SUPPORT
Florida Cancer Affiliates, 3611 Little Road

in Trinity, will offer the “Man-to-Man” prostate
cancer support group meeting Feb. 13 from
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Proudly Welcoming
Malieri Colon-Rivera, MD, FACOG

Obstetrics and Gynecology of Trinity
is pleased to welcome Dr. Colon-Rivera
to our team of physicians.

Our skilled and friendly team provides
high quality, comprehensive and
personalized medical care for women in
all stages of life. Services include routine
gynecological and pregnancy care,
family planning and surgical procedures. 

Our physicians are especially skilled in
the areas of minimally invasive surgical
procedures, including those utilizing the
daVinci robot.

We are located on the campus of
Medical Center of Trinity, just 15 minutes
west of the Suncoast Expressway on
State Road 54.

Reut Bardach, MD, FACOG

Jenny Buck, MD, FACOG

Nay Hoche, MD

Dr. Colon-Rivera earned her medical
degree from Universidad Autonoma de
Guadalajara, Mexico. Active member of
the Puerto Rico, Florida & American
Medical Associations; American
Congress of Obstetrics and
Gynecology; American College of
Obstetrics and Gynecology. “I want my
patients to know that I care for them,
that I’m part of their team and that their
health & concerns are my priority.”
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$3.00 OFF
$20 OR MORE

Must present coupon. Not valid on daily deals
or with other coupons. Exp 2/28/18.

BOGO 1/2 OFF
MON-FRI  IN HOUSE 

OR TAKE-OUT 11AM-3PM
1 per table. Excludes all you can eat, 

senior meals, and lobster. Exp 2/28/18.

Specializing in New England Seafood, Ipswich Whole Belly
Clams, “Best” Lobster Roll in Town, Lobster Bisque & Steak

SPECIALS
MONDAY: $6.99 Cheeseburger & Fries. Dine In or Take Out.

THURSDAY: KIDS EAT FREE. 12 & under only. Valid w/adult entree purchase only.
THURSDAY: 12oz Prime Rib w/2 sides $14.99.

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY: All You Can Eat Seafood Specials.

5039 1st Street • Zephyrhills
813-782-7770

HOURS: Sun-Tues 11-8 • Sat 11-9

1930 Land O’ Lakes Blvd., Lutz, FL 33549
813-994-9797

HOURS: Mon-Thurs 11-9 • Fri & Sat 11-10 • Sun 11-8
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The Many Benefits of a 
Woman-Owned Business

Behind every successful business
there is a leader whose vision has
shaped the company as it overcame
the challenges of growth. Dana Spears
is that leader at Cornerstone Air
Conditioning, Plumbing & Electrical,
one of Pasco’s most successful family
businesses. 

Dana has lead Cornerstone for the
past 12 years. Her determination and
never-give-up attitude has resulted in
the company growing from six to sixty
employees, and serving more than
40,000 customers.  It is also evident by
Cornerstone’s new 6,000-square-foot
warehouse that is currently under con-
struction at its Land O’ Lakes location
on U.S. 41. 

Dana attributes much of her compa-
ny’s success to being a woman-owned
business.

“Women understand that nothing is
more important than being customer
centered. It’s the little things that we
do in the first 30 seconds that sets the
tone for exceeding customer expecta-
tions,” said Dana.

“When people call, they assume we
have the technical expertise to solve
their problem,” she continues. “What
they remember is how they felt when
they first talked to our customer serv-
ice rep, or first meet our technician at
their door. It’s the kind, helpful voice,
the clean uniform, the shoe covers,
that set us apart.”

Every Cornerstone employee is
trained to the company’s high cus-
tomer service standards.

“As a wife and mom of five, I know
how it feels to allow someone into
your home,” Dana explains. “When we
send a tech to a customer’s home, I feel
just like I am sending them to my own
home. Over two-thirds of our calls
come from the woman in the family,
and as a woman, I fully understand her
concerns and expectations when she
allows someone into her home.”

Cornerstone was founded in 2006 as
an air conditioning service company. In
2012, it expanded into plumbing serv-
ices, and two years later added electri-
cal services. 

“We expanded because our cus-
tomers kept asking if we could provide
other home improvement services,”
said Dana. “They trusted us and were
comfortable having us in their homes,
and we wanted to accommodate
them.”

All of Cornerstone’s technicians are
specialists who have specific training in
their field. “This means our A/C guys
are experts at air conditioning, and do
not go out on plumbing and electrical
calls,” said Dana. “We have certified
plumbers and electricians for those
calls.”

Cornerstone warranties all of its
work, and has a dedicated team of
experienced technicians who follow up
on any warranty problem. There is no
charge for this service, and techs keep
coming back until the problem is 100
percent resolved.

Cornerstone also maintains a sepa-
rate maintenance department for cus-
tomers who want regular cleaning
services and preventative checkups.
These technicians focus on service only,
and do not promote additional services
or products during their visits.

“We are successful because we’ve
built our business on reputation and
trust,” said Dana. “We always stand
behind the work of our employees,
and go above and beyond customer
expectations. Every one of our employ-
ees strive to make this happen every
day.”

Cornerstone phones are answered
24/7, and technicians are available
around the clock, including weekends
and holidays. Call (813) 949-4445 any-
time, day or night.  For more informa-
tion, visit their website at
CornerstonePros.com.

Paid Advertisement

Dana Spears

By Mary Rathman
mrathman@lakerlutznews.com

Two new emergency rooms have
opened in Pasco County, giving local resi-
dents more convenient choices in times of
need.

Florida Hospital Wesley Chapel opened
the doors to its new free-standing Florida
Hospital Central Pasco ER in Land O’
Lakes, located offsite from the hospital, on
State Road 54, just east of the Suncoast
Parkway. The hospital expanded its health
services in order to serve more residents
in the growing area of central Pasco
County.

Construction began last spring, and the
new 18,000-square-foot facility features a
year-round full-service emergency depart-
ment with 24 beds and state-of-the-art
on-site imaging, such as X-ray, ultrasound,
CT scan and onsite laboratory services. 

The new emergency room is staffed
with board-certified emergency medicine

physicians, as well as nurses who special-
ize in emergency care.

Ambulance services also will be of-
fered for patients who come to the
Central Pasco ER and need to be admitted
to the hospital.

The offsite emergency room officially
began to treat patients on Jan. 29.

The Medical Center of Trinity’s new
free-standing emergency department, ER
24-7, in Lutz, is now open at 1430 Dale
Mabry Highway, next to Walmart.

The facility offers access to emergency
care 24-hours a day, seven days a week,
with a multitude of resources for acute
care of a serious illness or injury.

The full-service ER provides more ad-
vanced emergency services than an urgent
care center and will accept patients via
ambulance. It also has onsite CT scan, ul-
trasound and laboratory services, and is
staffed by physicians board-certified in
emergency care and nurses with emer-
gency care experience and certifications.

New ER services available for local residents

The Medical Center
of Trinity’s new ER

24-7, in Lutz, is now
open at 1430 Dale

Mabry Highway.

COURTESY OF MEDICAL
CENTER OF TRINITY

Topics will include early detection, signs
and symptoms, prognosis, disease stages, in-
continence, impotence, treatment options,
and the latest research and treatment modali-
ties.

Refreshments will be served.
For information and reservations, call

Dennis Brown at (727) 203-6713.

HEART FAILURE SYMPOSIUM
The Heart Institute at Oak Hill Hospital

will present its Heart Failure Symposium on
Feb. 13 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., at the
Silverthorn Country Club, 4550 Golf Club

Lane in Brooksville.
The symposium, “Living with Heart

Failure,” will feature Dr. Mowaffak Atfeh,
board certified in cardiovascular disease, in-
terventional cardiology and internal
medicine; and, Dr. Salman Muddassir, board
certified in internal medicine.

There also will be a question-and-answer
session.

Doors open at 5 p.m. A complimentary
healthy, hot meal will be served.

Reservations are required. 
For information or to register, call (352)

597-6333, or visit OakHillHospital.com.

Florida Hospital
Wesley Chapel had a
ribbon cutting to cele-
brate the opening of
its Central Pasco ER
in Land O’ Lakes.

COURTESY OF FLORIDA
HOSPITAL-WEST FLORIDA
DIVISION



SAINT LEO HONORS 
HOMETOWN HEROES

Saint Leo University will host a
Hometown Heroes Night Feb. 24, welcoming
veterans and first responders from the com-
munity and Saint Leo student-veterans,
military students, and faculty and staff mem-
bers who served in the military to the
evening’s basketball games.

Saint Leo will honor the heroes during
the games. 

The women’s basketball game against
Rollins College starts at 5:30 p.m.

The men’s game will be at 7:30 p.m., tak-
ing on the Tars. 

Both will be played at the Marion
Bowman Activities Center, 33701 State Road
52 in St. Leo.

Admission is free for veterans, active duty
military, and first responders, including law
enforcement, emergency medical, and fire
personnel.

For information or special accommoda-
tions, email Franck Bayebanen at
franck.bayebanen@saintleo.edu.

FOUR-YEAR SCHOLARSHIPS
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE

Saint Leo University is looking for college-
bound high school seniors who want to
study computer science or mathematics for a
special four-year scholarship and academic
program the school has underway.

Saint Leo plans to admit eight high-achiev-
ing students as Emerging Math and
Computer Science Scholars in the fall at
University Campus in east Pasco County.

Recurring scholarships of up to $10,000
will be available to each admitted scholar, as
long as academic standards are met.

The EMACS program scholarships were
made possible through a grant from the
National Science Foundation.

Applications for fall acceptance are due
March 1.

For information, email Vyas Krishnan at
vyas.krishnan@saintleo.edu.

MENTOR APPRECIATION MONTH
Each January, Take Stock in Children cele-

brates Mentor Appreciation Month, a month
devoted to the dedicated men and women in
the Pasco County community who volunteer
time while playing a vital role in their
mentee’s success.

Take Stock in Children, which provides
scholarships, mentors and hope, has more
than 10,000 mentors contributing more than
2 million volunteer hours across the state
since 1995.

There are currently 130 individuals with-
in Pasco County who volunteer and provide
motivation, encouragement and friendship to
scholars.

The statewide program gives Pasco
County students, whose families meet in-
come eligibility guidelines, an opportunity to
receive up to a four-year college scholarship
in partnership with the Florida Prepaid
College Foundation.

For information, visit TakeStockPasco.org.

LOTTERY CELEBRATES
EDUCATION CONTRIBUTIONS

The Florida Lottery celebrates its 30th
year in operation, marking three decades of
achievement and contributions to education.

Since 1988, the Lottery has contributed
more than $32 billion to education, including
more than $1 billion annually for each of the
past 15 consecutive fiscal years.

The Lottery is also the primary funding
source for the Bright Futures Scholarship
Program.

STUDENTS EXPERIENCE OPERA
Hillel Academy students experienced

opera on stage at the Opera Tampa dress re-
hearsal of Gioachino Rossini’s comic opera,
“The Barber of Seville,” at the Straz Center for
the Performing Arts.

Students also had the chance to partici-
pate in a workshop by Opera Tampa
members, where they learned the operatic
art form, opera etiquette, and various operat-
ic voices. 

Select academy students will be inter-
viewed for a video to be presented at the
Opera Tampa Gala in April at the Straz
Center.

Hillel Academy is Tampa’s only accredited
Jewish day school.

For information, call (813) 963-2242.
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Special Plans?

Gift Certificates Available

COME IN FOR A WASH
AND STYLE           $15starting at just:

LONG HAIR EXTRA
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34655, FLy
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Baked Chicken, Stuffed Pepper & Tomato, Gyro, Briam, Mousaka,
Dolmades, Spanakopita, Souvlaki, Large Greek Salad w/Potato Salad

ANY GREEK
ENTREE

Dine In - Take Out - Drive Thru - Catering KIDS EAT FREE ALL DAY MONDAY Dine in only. One child per adult.

VALENTINE’S SAVINGS
WITH THE UBER EATS AND SLICE APPS!

PizzaVillaLOL.com

$2.00 OFF *

*Cannot be combined with other offers. One coupon per ticket/table. Expires 2/28/18.

21501 Village Lakes Center 
Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639

(813) 949-7484

TUESDAY,
THURSDAY

AND SUNDAY

$5.99
SPAGHETTI 
OR PENNE

with one topping

WEDNESDAY
AND

SUNDAY

$10.95
GREEK STYLE

CHICKEN

WEDNESDAY
AND

SUNDAY

$8.95
LASAGNA

$10.95 
with salad

COURTESY OF JONATHAN SHOEMAKER, SAINT LEO UNIVERSITY

Students focus on community service
Saint Leo University students package meals for Feeding Children Everywhere, to help
eradicate hunger and poverty, in memory of Martin Luther King Jr. King’s legacy of accept-
ing others’ differences, raising people up, and helping the less fortunate, which was recog-
nized during the school’s A Day On, Not Off. The school’s goal was to package 70,000 meals
for the Tampa area.
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on the floor or on cots, as jail cells routinely
are filled to capacity, Nocco said.

“The rate of growth is tremendous,” he
said. “The need for public safety is there.”

Sheriff’s officials have looked at two op-
tions to relieve overcrowding.

One would involve agreements with
other counties to house Pasco’s inmates. Of
nine counties contacted, Polk and Seminole
counties responded.

Polk would house up to 200 inmates
daily at a cost of about $8.2 million a year.
Seminole would house 50 inmates daily at a
cost of about $1.4 million.

Those costs don’t include transportation
or medical costs, Nocco said.

The second option would be to lease
stainless steel trailers to place on jail proper-
ty. More than 100 inmates could be housed
in six trailers. A three-year lease would cost
about $1.9 million.

Fencing, camera security systems, food,
and additional staff would be needed as
well, for an estimated cost of about
$900,000, the sheriff said.

Both options would be temporary solu-
tions until the existing jail could be
expanded, Nocco said.

Pasco’s fire rescue department also has
challenges in responding to emergency calls
as the county’s population explodes.

“We’re responding to more calls every
day as a result of population growth,” said
Pasco Fire Chief Scott Cassin.

Currently, there generally are no new sta-
tions being built “where people are moving,”
Cassin said.

One exception is a new fire station at
Overpass Road in Wesley Chapel in an area
booming with new development, including
master-planned communities of Epperson
and Mirada. Construction is slated to begin
in May or June, Cassin said.

The need for more fire stations is appar-
ent from current data, he added.

On Jan. 22, Cassin said there were 265
emergency calls. Response time for 90 percent
of those calls was under 15 minutes, but he
said, “The (call volume) is going off the chart.”

In 2017, fire rescue responded to about
71,000 emergency calls. That is expected to
increase to about 100,000 in the next eight
years.

To cover the county, about 65 percent of
the time, fire trucks are sent to locations out-
side their assigned zones, which impacts
response times, said Cassin.

In the next four years, Cassin said four
new stations should be built.

They would be located at Suncoast
Parkway and State Road 52; State Road 52
and Majestic Parkway; Meadow Pointe, by
State Road 56; and Bexley, off State Road 54.
In addition, five stations need to be expand-
ed and upgraded, he said.

They would be at U.S. 41 and Central
Boulevard; Seven Springs Boulevard; U.S. 19
and Cross Bayou Boulevard; Shady Hills; and,
Crystal Springs.

If the bond were approved, the county
would still need to find money for opera-
tional costs.

“That is something we’d have to figure
out how to do,” said Pasco County
Administrator Dan Biles.

County commissioners also face funding
needs for necessary repairs and upgrades at
county parks, and improvements to county
libraries.

Pasco County Commissioner Kathryn
Starkey would like to include parks and li-
braries in the same bond as the jails and fire
rescue.

“Can’t we get revenue for capital repairs
for a few more dollars?” Starkey said.

During the economic recession, funding
for parks and libraries were repeatedly cut.

“There’s no doubt the parks have been
stripped and stripped,” said Pasco County
Chairman Mike Wells Jr.

Biles said he would provide additional in-
formation on funding parks and libraries at
the Feb. 13 workshop.

saulted or beaten.
Besides making people more aware of

the problem, the event aims to spread the
message that it’s time to break the silence
about these forms of violence, which are
sometimes deadly.

Wiregrass Ranch senior Gabby Azzolina
led the efforts to bring the event to her
school. She said people don’t realize the ex-
tent of the problem, and survivors don’t
know where to turn for help.

“So many people don’t know there are
facilities to help and numbers to call,”
Azzolina said. “I want them to know that it’s

OK to get loud about it, and break the si-
lence. The Crisis Center’s number is 2-1-1.”

Mathematics teacher Amy Munroe
helped Azzolina to organize the event at
Wiregrass Ranch.

Munroe said she was happy to help
when she was asked. She hopes that more
people will begin talking about the prob-
lem, as a result of the event.

“Just to be able to talk about it, is a big
deal,” Munroe said.

Dottie Urbanek Nash, director of educa-
tion and prevention for Sunrise, said these
kinds of events are important.

“Awareness campaigns like this are won-
derful. They do a lot to get the word out
about what’s happening, locally.

Unfortunately, we tend to think that domes-
tic violence doesn’t happen here,” she said.

It’s also important for people to know
there are ways to help prevent these types
of violence, she said.

The Wiregrass Ranch event evolved out
of a conversation between Gabby’s mom,
Madeline Azzolina, and Denise Cassedy,
whose daughter, Katie, initiated the first
“Get Loud!” event at Robinson High School
two years ago.

After Katie graduated, her sister, Carolina,
got involved, and now — Robinson, Plant
and Hillsborough high schools in Tampa
have “Get Loud!” events.

Wiregrass Ranch intends to make this an
annual event, Munroe said.

pecially when operating a vehicle.
“Marijuana alters your judgment, and it’s

something you shouldn’t be doing before
you get behind the wheel of a car,” said pan-
elist Jessica Boh, who’s in her final year at the
University of Florida’s College of Pharmacy.

Pasco Sheriff deputy Barry Nixon, another
panelist, many times has witnessed the ef-
fects of those driving under the influence of
marijuana.

Nixon explained many of his marijuana-
related DUI arrests have been those traveling
over 100 miles per hour, usually in a 45 mph
zone.

“When you smoke marijuana, your heart
rate goes up, your pulse goes up,” Nixon said.  

“The impairment effects can last in your
body for 24 hours. Just like with pain medica-
tion or anything, you don’t know how long

it’s going to affect you or what it’s going to
do. …. You don’t know what it does for you.”

Recreational drugs aren’t the only prob-
lems, however.

Drugged driving can also extend to over-
the-counter medications and prescription
medications, Boh explained.

“The reality is, any medication can affect
your ability to drive,” she said.

Her advice is to read prescription labels
and consult a pharmacist on how different
drugs can affect driving and how it may in-
teract with other medications.

“It’s your responsibility to know whether
or not those medications impair you,” Boh
said.

“If it makes you dizzy or lightheaded, it’s
probably not a good idea to take it and then
get behind the wheel of a car. There’s a lot of
dangerous interactions that can happen with
over-the-counter medications and prescrip-
tion medications.”

SEEKING SOLUTIONS
The topic of drug culture also was dis-

cussed during the event.
Panelist James Lear set the blame on

pop culture, particularly for negatively influ-
encing millennial by glamorizing drug use.

Lear is a medical consultant at Becton
Dickinson and has worked in the pharmacy
industry for nearly 30 years, with expertise
in a drug diversion programming.

“Shun pop culture,” Lear said. “Find
somewhere else to find your values from.”

Lear also urged students to look out for
each other and not fall into the peer pres-
sure of abusing drugs and alcohol.

In the event of drug or alcohol use, he
advised students to call a cab or ride-shar-
ing service, like Uber or Lyft, instead of
getting behind the wheel. “There’s no ex-
cuse to not make sure you have a safe way
home,” he said.

Lear also encouraged students to get in-

volved in their community and local poli-
tics to influence regulatory measures on
public safety issues.

“Change your world. Change the way
you live in it, and be an influence for good,”
Lear said.

Since that tragic day in 2015, the
Leonard family created a website,
StopDruggedDriving.net, to educate and
raise awareness about drugged driving and
drugged driving fatalities, as well as provide
resources for those struggling with addic-
tion. They’ve also been advocates for
strengthening penalties for drugged driv-
ing.

“Our prayer is that one day drugged
driving will cease to exist and other fami-
lies will never have to put up with the
tragic loss of loved ones that we have,”
Tammy Leonard said.

For more information, visit
StopDruggedDriving.net.

Some sobering statistics
• One of every three women have been

victims of some form of physical vio-
lence by an intimate partner within her
lifetime. The same is true for one in every
four men.

• One in five women has been sexually
assaulted.

• One in seven women has been stalked.
The same is true for one in 18 men.

• Nearly two-thirds of all sexual assaults
are not reported to the police.

• Do you need help? Call 2-1-1

Source: The National Coalition Against
Domestic Violence.
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The Betmar Acres community cus-
tomarily hosts one of the state’s
largest three-day shuffleboard
tournaments every January, and

this year was no different.
The Florida Shuffleboard Association

(FSA) Betmar Winter Open Tournament
drew 50 men’s doubles teams and 34
women’s teams — 168 players total — all
competing for a state championship and
point positioning.

Tavares, Deland, Leesburg, Sebring, Fort
Pierce, Bradenton and Hawthorne were just
some of the many cities represented by pro-
fessional and amateur shufflers alike.

But, it was locals who reigned supreme.
Zephyrhills residents Bonnie Collins and

Sue Dick claimed the women’s champi-
onship, out-dueling Glenna Earle and Diane
Beardsley, another Zephyrhills-based team.

On the men’s side, the Zephyrhills duo
of Henry Strong and Earl Ball ousted
Bradenton’s Dave Kudro and Ron
Nurnberger in the finals. 

The tournament ran from Jan. 29 to Jan.
31.

Ball, 73, was the center of attention
throughout, sporting his signature green
jacket and medallions for the many champi-
onships he has won regionally and
internationally.

Ball, a resident of Betmar, recently be-
came just the third player to amass 1,000
career points within the Florida
Shuffleboard Association (FSA) — joining
Clearwater’s Glen Peltier (1,364 points) and
fellow Betmar resident Joan Cook (1,049
points).

Besides employing varied shuffleboard
tactics, Ball had another weapon on his side
— home-court advantage.

“Being home I know all the courts,” he
said, “so playing ‘kitchen’ becomes easier.”

Having an established longtime partner
didn’t hurt, either. His cohort, Strong, cur-
rently ranks 12th in the state with nearly
600 career points. “My partner’s an out-
standing player. He’s a Hall of Fame player,”
Ball said. 

Glenn Monroe has served as the Florida
Shuffleboard Association’s head tournament
director since 2005.

Of the countless shufflers Monroe’s wit-
nessed, he said Ball and Strong “are probably
some of the best strategists in the game
right now.

“They’re just very good at what they do.
They know what the right shot is to take to
put pressure on their opponent. They know
what their opponents’ tendencies are —
and they’ll play against those tendencies,”
Monroe explained.

Shuffleboard, or floor shuffleboard, is a
game in which players use cues to push
weighted discs, sending them gliding down
a narrow court, with the purpose of having
them come to rest within a marked scoring
triangle-shaped area — where different parts
of the triangle have varied point values.
Matches can be played in singles or doubles.

“The strategy of the game is keeping
your opponent from scoring while scoring
yourself,” Monroe said, “and this is one of the
few games where you can take points off
your opponent’s score, in what’s called the
‘kitchen.’”

“It’s a very easy sport to learn, but very
difficult to master because of the strategy
involved in it. Anybody can learn to make a
good shot, but the strategy involved in the

prosecution of the game is challenging,” he
said.

Kudro, current president of the FSA,
likens the game to a combination of pool
and chess.

“It’s a multiple-facet game,” he said. 
“You make a move, they make a move,

and you’re trying to get ‘checkmate’ basical-
ly or just trying to score. There’s much more
than just shooting it down there and knock-
ing it off,” he added.

Shuffleboard is taken seriously in
Zephyrhills, particularly among retirement
communities like Betmar, which alone has
24 courts devoted to the game.

“It’s the shuffleboard mecca for Florida
— there’s no question about that,” Monroe,
a resident of Lakeland, said.

“There are more players in the
Zephyrhills area than anywhere else in the
state. It’s to the point where people will just
move into this area to play shuffleboard.”

Zephyrhills is situated in the central dis-
trict, the largest in the FSA. The district,
which also includes Lakeland and Sebring,
encompasses more than 3,000 players be-
tween 58 clubs and about 580 courts.

“Downtown Zephyrhills and Betmar are
probably the two best clubs in this district,”
said Lee Hutchins, a Betmar resident origi-
nally from Michigan.

“A lot of these people — this is all they
do,” he said.

Hutchins first got interested in the game
about 10 years ago, picking it up from his fa-
ther. He’s been hooked ever since. “It kind
of got in my blood,” he said.

Hutchins and his shuffle partner won
three matchups before running into the
Ball-Strong world-beaters.

“People have been playing a long time,
like Earl and Henry. They just stick together
all the time,” Hutchins added. 

Glenna Earle, 73, described the
Zephyrhills shuffleboard community as a
“big, giant family.” 

Earle is a longtime member of the
Zephyrhills Shuffleboard Club who recently
was inducted into the FSA Hall of Fame
after surpassing 200 career points.

“The thing that keeps us coming back is
the people — the camaraderie and the peo-
ple,” she said. 

“If anybody has problems, health issues,

or someone dies, everyone rallies around
them and are there for each other. They’re
close-knit with this common interest — the
shuffleboard game. But, when you get old
like this, it’s nice to have company when
you’re in trouble or whatever, and so it’s a
really rewarding experience.”

That’s the case for 87-year old Art Carlen.
For 12 years running, the Betmar Winter

Open Tournament has been named in
honor of his late daughter, Brenda Carlen-
Zellner. 

She lost her battle with cancer in 2005 at
the age of 40 in Pennsylvania.

The elder Carlen started shuffling when
he moved to Betmar in 1990. He continues
to play regularly, appreciating its strategy
and social aspects.

“First of all, it’s excellent for exercise,” he
said, “and I’ve met so many nice people.”

After an early elimination, Carlen stuck
around to view the conclusion of the tour-
ney. 

He kept a watchful eye on Ball, pointing
out he was one of his first instructors nearly
20 years ago. “He went way beyond me,”
Carlen said. “Gotta give him credit.”
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CHECK
THIS OUT An expanded playoff format is coming

to Florida high school football next sea-
son, as the Florida High School Athletic
Association’s (FHSAA) Board of Directors
voted unanimously to add two teams per
region to the Class 1A-4A playoffs. 

The action was made during a meet-
ing on Jan. 29.

Beginning with the 2018 season, six
teams will qualify from each region for
football’s 1A-4A state series, increasing
the playoffs from 16 to 24 teams. 

In the first round the tournament’s
third seed will host its sixth seed; and the
fourth seed will host the fifth seed. The
top two seeds will receive byes.

The change affects three schools in
The Laker/Lutz News coverage area:
Carrollwood Day School (Class 2A),
Zephyrhills Christian Academy (Class 2A)
and Cypress Creek Middle High School
(Class 4A).

The expanded playoff format gained a
green light earlier this month by the
FHSAA’s Athletic Director Advisory

Committee and Football Coaches
Advisory Committee. 

The FHSAA passed the original playoff
system in September 2016, as a measure
to base football postseason berths on a
points system in Classes 1A-4A, reward-
ing teams for winning records and
strength of schedule; Classes 5A-8A are
still in districts and eight teams in four re-
gions get into the playoffs.

Also of note: The board unanimously
voted to make the golf season a 16-con-
test regular season, up from 14 contests. 

Waiting her turn, Jan Metzger, a winter resi-
dent from Ohio, stands by with her cue and
sizes up her strategy for her next turn dur-
ing the Florida Shuffleboard Association,
Betmar, Winter Shuffleboard Tournament
held in Zephyrhills.  

Year, First-Team All-C-USA and All-Freshman
recognition.

In her 31 starts in 2017, Saile topped
league pitchers with a 1.51 ERA, a .151 op-
ponent batting average, 3.49 hits allowed
per game, four saves, and 8.1 strikeouts per
seven innings. Her eight shutouts, the most
among the country’s freshman, tied the con-
ference lead, while her 240 strikeouts were
good for second, tying the school’s single-
season record. Her presence in the circle,
meanwhile, helped FIU set the school
record for wins (46), win percentage (.754)
and fewest losses (15) in a season en route
to its third postseason appearance.

While at Land O’ Lakes, Saile was a four-
year softball and three-year volleyball
standout. As a senior, she earned Third-Team
All-America honors by the National
Fastpitch Coaches Association. 

Zephyrhills a hotbed for shuffleboard

FHSAA approves football playoff expansion

AATL SOFTBALL STANDOUT
NAMED BEST 2019 RECRUIT

Academy at the Lakes softball pitching
sensation Alexis Kilfoyl has been named the
top prospect for the 2019 recruiting class,
according to one
website. 

FloSoftball.com re-
cently ranked Kilfoyl
the No. 1 player in its
“2019 Hot 100” rank-
ings.

In its player evalu-
ation of Kilfoyl, the
website wrote the fol-
lowing:

“Kilfoyl brings a
presence to the in-
field when she steps
into the circle and has
established herself as one of the nation’s
most dominant pitchers. Selected to the USA
Junior National Team last year, she was the
youngest player at the tryout — and she was
the youngest-ever selected to Team USA. She
was clocked at 68 mph (miles per hour)
consistently last fall and commands a devas-
tating arsenal of pitches. The most lethal
pitch could be her outstanding drop ball,
which some feel is the best in the nation.”

Kilfoyl, a University of Alabama verbal
commit, returns to a Wildcats team that
went 20-3 and reached the Class 2A region-

Linda Marshman, a winter resident from upstate New York, marks down the score of a
match. Her husband, Bob, also played in the tournament.

Art Carlen holds a picture of his daughter,
Brenda Carlen Zellner, who lost her battle
with cancer. The tournament is named in
her honor.

FRED BELLET
Bill Everett, left, a winter resident from Maine, shuffles off a disc during an elimination
match at the Florida Shuffleboard Association, Betmar, Winter Shuffleboard Tournament.
Visiting opponent Phil Rebholz, of Fort Pierce, waits his turn.

al finals in 2017.
As a sophomore last season, Kilfoyl post-

ed a 0.85 ERA and 201 strikeouts in 115.2
innings, with a 16-3 record. At the plate, she
batted .517 with five home runs, nine extra
base hits and 36 RBIs.

Academy at the Lakes softball opens the
2018 season with a road slate against Wesley
Chapel High School on Feb. 13 at 6 p.m.

SHANNON SAILE NAMED
PRESEASON PITCHER OF THE YEAR

Former Land O’ Lakes High softball
standout Shannon Saile, now a sophomore
pitcher at Florida International University,
has been named 2018 Conference USA (C-
USA) Preseason Pitcher of the Year and to
the Preseason All-Conference Team. Saile is a
year removed from C-USA Freshman of the

Alexis Kilfoyl

FILE
Former Land O’ Lakes High standout
Shannon Saile is now generating buzz at
Florida International University.
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At this Central Florida tourist attrac-
tion, there are hundreds of
alligators — to be seen, fed, and in
some cases, touched.

GatorWorld Parks of Florida opened its
gates to visitors of all ages last fall, in
Wildwood, on State Route 44 in Sumter
County.

The 15-acre park, off Interstate 75, is a
family friendly attraction.

Visitors can drive through the park and
have prime viewing of more than 400 alliga-
tors in their natural Florida habitat. 

When they enter the park through the
main gateway on Highway 44, visitors drive
onto a gravel roadway that snakes through
the front end of the park. As they drive
along, visitors get close-up views of full-
grown gators lounging in roadside pools —
behind protective fencing, of course. 

Specially constructed pools surround the
enclosed common areas for gators to wan-
der, simulating their natural habitat. 

It another section of the park, visitors
can feed smaller gators from a raised plat-
form by dangling poles — specifically built
for that purpose — which often have a
morsel of turkey sausage for the gators.

For those who want a bit more adven-
ture, it’s even possible to hold and pet some
of the baby gators. These gators, which are
about a year old, have their snouts taped
shut, to allow them to be safely caressed.  

Just a handful of the park’s gators can be
touched, since they’ve become socialized
over time, said Gavin Courterier, a 17-year-
old guide and alligator handler at
GatorWorld.

“At first they were trying to not be held
at all, but they get used to it. They stay pretty
calm,” Courterier said, as he gently held a
baby gator for guests to pet.

He noted, these young creatures grow
about 2 inches to 3 inches a year, in their
their new, stable habitat. “They can control
their heart rate and metabolism so that they
don’t grow too quick,” he said.

Gavin’s father, Casey Courterier, is also an
alligator handler at the park.

He became comfortable with the reptil-
ian species after several months of studying
their tendencies, watching videos and learn-
ing to handle farm-raised gators. The job
now comes second nature to him.

“They’re like dogs,” Casey Courterier
said, as he used the butt end of a rake to
calmly direct a full-grown gator in a pen.
“They all have their own personalities.
They’ll let you know how close you can get.
They talk just like a dog would. They hiss in-
stead of growl. They’ll get angry if I get into
my feeding position with my bell and don’t
feed them. They’ll make funny noises at you,
like, ‘Come on, get with the program.’”

Besides its unique offering to tourists,
GatorWorld Park has created a sanctuary for
alligators, young and old.

Park officials work with a network of

trappers, including the
Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission,
to acquire its gator stock.

The 400-plus gators
come from Florida,
Mississippi and Louisiana,
and even South America
and northern Mexico.

The largest gator on the
property measures almost
13 feet. Countless others
measure between 7 feet
and 9 feet.

Some are rescued
gators. Others are nuisance
gators removed — which
would have been sold for
their hide and meat. 

“They get to retire here
peacefully, instead of being
a nuisance to all of the
golfers around the state at
night, especially in The
Villages,” said Mary Wymer,
who handles marketing
and communications for
GatorWorld. 

In the secure environ-
ment, where they are fed
and cared for, these gators
can live up to 80 years,
compared to 40 years to
45 years in the wild.

“You can tell by their
behavior a farm-raised
(gator) versus a nuisance,”
Casey Courterier said. “But,
it only takes a short
amount of time for them
to calm down and enjoy
the resort habitat they have.”

GatorWorld was founded and developed
by Don Buckner, an entrepreneur credited
with starting Vac-Tron Equipment. That com-
pany, headquartered in Okahumpka, designs

and manufactures a brand of portable envi-
ronmental vacuum clean-up equipment.

Buckner’s idea for “building a business
around alligators” has been in the works for
years.

Buckner was part of a trade
delegation to South America,
back in 2000, accompanying Jeb
Bush, who was then Florida’s
governor.

The Orlando Tourism
Commission was on the trip, too,
and Buckner took part in discus-
sions about tourist interests in
Florida. He soon learned that
“seeing an alligator” ranks up
there with visiting theme parks
and the beach by out-of-state
tourists visiting Florida.

Buckner developed the
GatorWorld trademark around
2004, then decided to finally
make it a reality after investing
some capital in recent years.

“There’s 110 million tourists
that come to Florida every year,”
Buckner said, “so why not capital-
ize on some of that?”

Thinking outside the box, he
conceived of a “drive-through” al-
ligator park, where visitors could
get a comprehensive experience

in an hour or less. 
“The challenges to see an alligator are

pretty high,” Bucker explained. “There’s
ways to do it, but it’s an all-day affair, it’s ex-
pensive, and the location’s not ideal. So
those three things we tried to overcome by
being in the right location, having the right
cost and then not taking all day.”

There’s more than just alligators to see,
too.

The park also features a petting zoo with
goats, sheep and pigs, chickens, miniature
cows, and even a bunny farm. 

Adding a petting zoo to the main attrac-
tion was a concept that just evolved over
time, Buckner said, anticipating young visi-
tors would also enjoy the opportunity to
interact with small animals in a friendly set-
ting.

Said Buckner, “I call it a ‘might as well.’ We
did the feeding stations, so we might as well
have bunnies, might as well have rabbits,
might as well have chickens; who knows
what the next ‘might as well’ is.”

Park hours are Monday through Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. GatorWorld Parks of
Florida is closed Sundays.

Entry fee for the drive-through park is $9
per adult, with various discounts for veter-
ans, children and seniors.

For more information, visit online at
GatorWorldParks.com.

Casey Courterier knows his alligators. Feeding and maintaining the alligator’s environment, Courterier
has no problem with the 7-foot, 8-foot and 9-foot alligators.

The eyes of an alligator appear as a mirror image in the still water, in one of the specially constructed areas where the alligators reside at GatorWorld Parks of Florida in Wildwood.

GatorWorld Parks of Florida guide and alligator han-
dler, Inverness resident, Gavin Courterier, 17, taped
the mouth shut of a baby alligator before visitors were
permitted to pet the creature. His father, Casey
Courterier, handles the larger alligators.

GatorWorld 
Parks of Florida
DETAILS: Park hours are Monday through Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. GatorWorld Parks of Florida
is closed Sundays.

COST: Entry fee for the drive-through park is 
$22 per adult, with various discounts for veterans,
children and seniors.

INFO: GatorWorldParks.com

Reptiles rule at GatorWorld

Founder of GatorWorld Parks of Florida Don Buckner
said the time was right for GatorWorld Park.

Worth
the
Trip
By Kevin Weiss
kweiss@lakerlutznews.com

FRED BELLET
Young gators wait on a platform for visitors to feed them from above with morsels of turkey sausage. 



om our wonder

a new facility to ensur

PLEASE HELP!
Due to a recent fire, we need

ree the
safety of our animals.
Our shelter is run solely by
volunteers, and the donations
we receive fr r--
ful community
W
ful community.
Wee receive no
government or
county funding.

Please help by contributing to our
Go Fund Me campaign at
www.gofundme.com/humanesocietyofpascocounty

14949 Harmon Drive Shady Hills, FL 34610

727-856-6762727-8566-6762

U Dirty Dog
PEt GRoomiNG

813-948-2400

19025 US HWY 41 N • Lutz

FREENail Grind
with any groom

Cats Welcome

w w w. g e n t l e c a r e p e t h o s p i t a l . c o m
Facebook.com/Gentlecare Pet Hospital

SPAY & NEUTER CLINIC:
Call for appointment: (Includes pre-anes-
thetic exam, anesthesia, pain 
& antibiotic pre-medication)

Cat Neuter: $40   
Cat Spay: $50
Dog Neuter: $50-$95*                   
Dog Spay: $60-$120*
*Based on weight

(813) 949-4416
21515 VILLAGE LAKES

SHOPPING CENTER
LAND O’LAKES

(next to Beef O’ Brady’s 
in old Wal-Mart Plaza)

MONDAY-FRIDAY
8 AM - 6 PM

SATURDAY 8 AM - 12 PM

PETS SHOULD BE HEALTHY & NOT
PREGNANT.  MUST BE CURRENT ON
RABIES & DHPP/FVRCP VACCINES.

VACCINES CLINIC:
Monday-Friday 1 - 2 pm
Walk-Ins Welcome. Includes exam 
& economy vaccines. Consult is 
add’l $30 on request.

• Rabies 1 yr  $15.00
• Feline Leukemia 2 yr  $25.00
• Feline Distemper Combo 3 yr  $30.00
• Rabies 3 yr  $30.00
• Canine Distemper Combo 3 yr  $30.00
• Bordetella/Kennel Cough  $18.00

Becca’s Bubbles
Mobile Grooming Salon

813-997-2796
BeccasBubbles.org

NO
Travel

Time
One 
on 

One 

Personal

Service

NO Cage Time
&

NO Other Dogs 
on Premises

$5.00 OFF
Each Additional Pet

Expires 2/28/18

$5.00 OFF
First Time Customer

Expires 2/28/18

LLN

LLN

*OFFER EXPIRES 2/28/18The LAKER / Lutz NEWS

BUY 3 WEEKS, 
GET 1 FREE* 

IN THE ALL NEW PETCETERA DIRECTORY!

(813) 909-2800
CALL RACHEL RIGHT MEOW!

www.LakerLutzNews.com2B February 7, 2018

Send us a picture and information on your favorite pet!
Mail to: Pet of the Week, c/o The Laker, P.O. Box 479, Lutz, FL 33548
or email to mrathman@lakerlutznews.com, ATTN: Pet of the Week

PLEASE NOTE: OWNERS NAME AND ADDRESS MUST BE INCLUDED.

Roaming the groves
During a January cold snap (as evidenced by the icicles hanging from the
orange trees), Lillian Cucuzza, of Land O’ Lakes, spotted this deer in the
orange tree grove near her office.

LLOOCCAALL  WWIILLDDLLIIFFEE

PET PAWS

CANINE RESCUES
Carter’s Canine Rescues will host a dog

adoption event Feb. 10 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., at Quality Pet Market, 1408 N. Dale
Mabry Highway in Lutz. 

There will be two 5-month-old puppies,
as well as the father, up for adoption. 

For information, call (813) 909-1767 or
(813) 235-6366.

TAIL WAGON STOPS
Pasco County Animal Services’ Tail Wagon

will make these adoption stops:
• Feb. 17 from noon to 6:30 p.m., at the

shelter, 19640 Dogpatch Lane in Land O’
Lakes

• Feb. 24 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Rural
King, 7422 Gall Blvd., in Zephyrhills

For information, call (813) 929-1212.

ANIMAL RESCUE 
FESTIVAL & FUN-RAISER

Gulfport’s Get Rescued will host its 14th
annual Animal Rescue Festival & Fun-raiser
Feb. 24 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., on Beach
Boulevard.

There will be more than 50 participating
rescue groups with more than 1,000 pets
ready to find a furever home.

There also will be pet-related activities,
including pet care education, a food and
supplies drive, animal training demonstra-
tions, contests, the Florida Weiner Dog
Derby, a Bark-B-Que, food, music and more.

Admission and parking are free.

For more information, you can visit their
facebook page at Facebook.com/GetRescued,
GulfportsGetRescued.com or contact
Suzanne King at (727) 322-5217 or
SuzFest@gmail.com.

SPONSOR WOOFSTOCK
Pasco County Animal Services’ fourth an-

nual Woofstock is scheduled for May 19
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Land O’ Lakes
Heritage Park (formerly Land O’ Lakes
Community Center), 5401 Land O’ Lakes
Blvd.

The proceeds and entrance fees will ben-
efit a fund for the sick and injured animals
admitted to the shelter.

There are several options for sponsor-
ships available. 

For information and sponsorship pack-
ets, visit tinyurl.com/y8bsnsab.

SHARE YOUR PET NEWS
If you have pet news about adoptions,

walks or other events for pet owners and
their pets, you can let us know by sending
us an email. We just need the basics: who,
what, when, where and why.

The information should be submitted
two weeks prior to the desired publication
date. We also need a contact name and num-
ber, in case we have questions.

There is no guarantee of publication, but
we consider each item we receive. 

If you’d like to make a submission, send
it to news@lakerlutznews.com.

FACEBOOK.COM

Hippo celebrates 58th birthday
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs
Wildlife State Park celebrated the 58th birthday of Lu, its resident hippopotamus, with two
birthday parties. Lu, an African hippo, was born at the San Diego Zoo on Jan. 26, 1960.
Hippos typically live from 40 years to 50 years, which makes Lu the oldest hippo in North
America at the age of 58.

STEFANIE BURLINGAME
Lu catching a melon back in June 2009.

Official gate-keepers
These two adorable poodles, Lily and Grace, are the official store greeters at
Dog-Mania & Cats, in Dade City. Both enjoy getting dressed up to welcome cus-
tomers to owner Suzanne Gagliolo’s shop, which sells all of Lily’s and Grace’s
favorite accessories and treats.



www.bernierdental.com

PLEASE CALL FOR YOUR
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

813-601-1122
Evening and weekend 

appointments available.
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for a payment for any other service, examination or 
treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for free, discounted fee, or the reduced fee, service, examination or treatment.

5420 Land O’ Lakes Blvd, Suite 103 • 813-601-1122

Let us give you something to

Smile about

Cleaning, exam, consultation
and all necessary x-rays
ADA D1110, D0210, D0150

NEW PATIENT
EXPERIENCE

$9900

*New patients only. Not valid with any other offers 
or insurance. Does not include periodontal therapy.

Limited time only.

*

EXPIRES 2/28/18

FEBruary iS national 
PEt DEntal month

24416 State Road 54, Lutz 33559 • 813-428-6994
at the corner of Sr 54 and oak Grove Boulevard

info@petpointanimalhospital.com • www.petpointanimalhospital.com

PREVENTIVE CARE • MEDICINE • SURGERY • DIGITAL X-RAY • PET BOARDING
open monday-Friday 8am-6pm • Saturday 8am-4pm • VACCINE HOURS: WEDNESDAY 2-4

Dr. Moses Kawalya, DVM, DABVP
(Board Certified by the American Board of Veterinary Practitioners)

$29 initial Exam For all
nEw CliEntS

multi-PEt DiSCount

GIVE YOUR PET THE GIFT OF GOOD BREATH
Schedule a dental cleaning 

during February & get 15% off

WALK-INS
WELCOME
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Come and meet Josie
Josie is a 7-year-old girl that was abandoned in a park and has been at the
shelter since December. She seems to have been someone’s pet, and her
favorite pastime is being hand-fed by the staff. Josie eats on her own, but
does enjoy the extra attention of being offered her food by her human ‘ser-
vants.’ Josie loves to curl up in a blanket while eating.

If you would like to adopt Josie or Roxy, be sure to
visit Pasco County Animal Services at 19640
Dogpatch Lane in Land O’ Lakes. The adoption cen-
ter is open Tuesday through Saturday, noon to 6:30
p.m. All adoption fees include spay/neuter,
microchip and vaccines. For more information, email
adoptionpartners@pascocountyfl.net.

10% OFF Regular-Priced Items
Expires March 31, 2018. Cannot be used during storewide sales, 
on sale items or with other coupons. Present coupon to receive 

discount at any Thrift Shoppe location.
EL0218

Dade City 
37925 Sky Ridge Cir.

813-782-7200

Lutz 
1930 Land O’ Lakes Blvd

813-909-0485

 Zephyrhills 
36524 State Road 54

813-788-5461

Zephyrhills Furniture
36504 State Road 54

813-715-2895

Store Hours: Monday – Saturday from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Thrift
Shoppe

We love our Community!
This Valentine’s Day, we celebrate and thank you for your support through the year.

14% off Storewide
Wednesday, Feb. 14

Basic Wash • Wash & Wax • Full Detail • Home Pressure Washing Also Available

Keep your car looking great.

Call Curtis for Appointment 813.347.0502

$55.00
WASH 
& WAX
$75 Value

$65.00 
HEADLIGHT

RESTORATION
up to $100 Value

MOBILE DETAILING

Roxy is a senior gal
Roxy came to the shelter as a stray in November, and she has been nothing
but a sweet, laid-back lady. She may be a little worried the first time she
meets your pup, but a meet-and-greet is encouraged. Roxy did well on her
assessment with kids and cats, but a slow introduction is recommended with
all family members. At the time of her adoption, Roxy with be spayed,
microchipped and vaccinated. She has a couple lumps that will need a fol-
low-up with a veterinarian. The bumps do not seem impede her activity or
love of life.



CLEANING SERVICE

Bella Casa
Cleaning Service
Commercial & Residental Cleaning

Cleaning done by Owner
• Free Estimates 
• No Contracts Required 
• Bonded 35 yrs experience 
• Open 24hrs/7 Days a week 
• Licensed & Insured

20%
OFF

First
Time

Cleaning
Must present coupon.

Not to be 
combined with any

other offers.
727.485.5736

727.372.1072

Support your local small businesses!

LOCAL & FAMILY
OWNED & OPERATED

CALL TODAY,
FIXED TODAY.

813-990-0561

CORNERSTONEPROS.COM
We accept credit cards & 100% financing

#EC0001103 Electrical      #CAC1816647 AC      #CFC1428982 Plumbing

ELECTRICAL

CN1

• Electrical Panel upgrades • Electrical Circuit and wiring
• Ceiling Fan and Lighting Installation • LED Lighting • Surge Protection 

• Electrical Safety Inspections • Whole Home Maintenance Plans

Electrical 
Service

CN1 CN1

$50 OFF Panel
Upgrade 

*Must present coupon at time of 
service. Can not combine with other

coupons. Exp. 2-28-18.

$30 OFF Whole
Home Surge Protector

*Must present coupon at time of 
service. Can not combine with other

coupons. Exp. 2-28-18.

Air Conditioning • Plumbing • Electrical

TM

2012-2017

GARAGE DOORS

813-447-3874
www.TrinityGarageDoorService.com

"A Christian Company"       Deuteronomy 6:5

SPRINGREPLACEMENT– LIFETIMEWARRANTY

Licensed - Bonded - Insured • Lic# GDI-09484

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 
& NEW INSTALLS

AIR CONDITIONING

813-990-0561

CORNERSTONEPROS.COM

Air Conditioning • Plumbing • Electrical

LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Everything you ever wanted for home cooling
YES, EVERYTHING!

The Cornerstone difference isn't just in our same-day, 24/7,
family-friendly, nationally-accredited, above-and-beyond-
awesome cooling services. It's knowing that spectacular

comes standard. Call or vIsIT and see!

CN1 CN1

$39.95

A/C TUNE-UP
INCLUDES 6 MONTH GUARANTEE
*Must present coupon at time of 

service. Can not combine with other
coupons. Exp. 2-28-18.

1lb FREE Freon
With purchase of 5lbs

or more 
Minimum purchase of 5lbs required

Exp. 2-28-18.

We accept credit cards & 100% financing
#CAC1816647 AC      #CFC1428982 Plumbing     #EC0001103 Electrical2012-2017

TM

CLEANING

Licensed, bonded, and insured
Guaranteed satisfied

KERZNER KLEANING
Leaving houses klean and �esh

Julia Kerzner
Owner

813-401-1633
jbabes101@gmail.com

20% off*

first clean
ing

*new customers

AIR CONDITIONING

e

ALUMIN

STEVE’S ALUMINUM &
rrALL YrF“Foor Yoour Screeening N

• Pool Enclosures
• Sunrooms
• Screen Rooms
• Glass Rooms
• Rescreening

recttFrreee Estiimatees • Liceensedd & Insureed

s.”ddee

NUM

& SCREENING, LLC
”

&

727-847-6216

Best in Small BusinessBest in Small Business
813-909-2800 • classifieds@lakerlutznews.com

ELECTRIC SERVICE

30 yrs. Experience / Quality Work / Free Estimates

813-973-1141

Residential / Commercial
WESLEY CHAPEL ELECTRIC

Licensed
(#EC13005404)

and Insured

w w w . W e s l e y C h a p e l E l e c t r i c . n e t

• Service Upgrade • Remodeling
• Generator – Transfer Switch 

Hook-up Special

More Neighborhoods
More Customers

Best in Small Business Directory

64,538 READERS
Ads begin at just $40/wk

The LAKER / Lutz NEWS
(813) 909-2800

CALL
 TO

DAY TO GROW YOUR
BUSINESS

813-909-2800
TheLAKER / LutzNEWS

GET
FEATURED
in Best in Small Business

CLEANING SERVICE

MOVE-INS OR OUTS
WEEKLY & BI-WEEKLY

30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

10% OFF
FOR NEW CLIENTS

Lady L
CLEANING

SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

SERVING TAMPA BAY AREA, LUTZ, 
LAND O’ LAKES & WESLEY CHAPEL

8 1 3 - 2 6 3 - 7 9 6 6

Lady L

DRYWALL SPECIALIST

Call Ron 813-784-5999

DRYWALL SPECIALIST
NOT A HANDYMAN

Repairing water damaged ceilings & walls. 
Retexturing, Popcorn removal, Room Additions.
Cracks, holes, plaster, stucco repair & PAINTING.
FREE ESTIMATES • AFFORDABLE, QUALITY WORK

Now Accept ing  Cred i t  Cards  •  S ta te  Cer t i f i ed   SCC13 1 149699 •  We Keep Appointment s

CONCRETE

813-358-2980
chipsealinc.com

Concrete, Resurfacing & Decorative Stains
Installation, Repair, Sealing, Staining, & Maintenance

CHIP SEAL
CONCRETE & BRICK PAVERS

15% OFF
WITH THIS AD!

Extra 5% OFF for seniors!
*Must present coupon at time of contract

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

PROMPT
SERVICE!

Don’t neglect your brick and concrete driveway!

www.LakerLutzNews.com4B February 7, 2018

NORTH TAMPA LUNCHEON
The North Tampa Chamber of Commerce

will have its February 2018 Momentum
Thursday on Feb. 8 from 11:30 a.m. to 1
p.m., at St. Joseph’s John Knox Village, at
4100 E. Fletcher Ave., in Tampa.

Guest speaker will be Clinton W. Babcock
of Sandler Training.

For early bird registration, RSVP online
with credit card or to the chamber office at
Contact@NorthTampaChamber.com by 5
p.m., Feb. 7, at the discounted rate of $15
(whether you eat or not).

After that date, the cost is $20 (whether
you eat or not), payable at the door by cash,
check or credit card.

For information, call the chamber at
(813) 563-0180.

METRO PLACES JOB FAIR
Metro Places, which is developing master-

planned communities of Epperson and
Mirada, will have its second annual job fair
Feb. 13 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the Pasco-

Send business news to 
news@lakerlutznews.com

Continued on next page

Connerton, Pasco County’s largest mas-
ter-planned, mixed-use community, won
the 2018 Gold Award for Best Lifestyle
Program for a Community at the National
Association of Home Builders’ National
Sales and Marketing awards gala, accord-
ing to a news release from Connerton.

The gala was held at the Hyatt Regency
in Orlando on Jan. 10. More than 1,000
real estate professionals from the
International Builders’ Show attended the
event.

The awards honor the best in the build-
ing industry for determination, integrity,

creativity and endurance.
Over three days, a panel of seven indus-

try professionals from across the country
picked winners from more than 1,300 en-
tries.

“Our Connerton staff works hard to
provide our resident adults and their chil-
dren with the exciting and rewarding
activities that set us apart from the rest
and make our community such a special
place to live,” Stew Gibbons, Connerton’s
general manager, said in a written state-
ment.

Community events held annually at

Connerton include Eggstravaganza, Nation
Celebration, Hometown Harvest, and
Winter Wonderland. Weekly and monthly
events for adults include Parents Night
Out, Pops on the Patio, and Doggie Dress
Up Pawty. Connerton has a resort-style
water park and splash pool where chil-
dren can enjoy Wiggles and Giggles fitness
classes, and poolside snow cones and cot-
ton candy.

In 2017, Connerton and Lennar Homes
awarded a veteran and his family a mort-
gage-free home.

Connerton is a 4,800-acre community,
located off U.S. 41 in Land O’ Lakes, about
30 miles north of Tampa.

For information, visit Connerton.com.

Connerton wins gold
FILE

Connerton holds many events during the year for residents and the public.



ON THE LEVEL, INC.

Residential Contractor
Remodels • Additions • New Construction • Repair

HONEST & DEPENDABLE • REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Bonded • Licensed • Insured • Lic# CRC1328640

Call Dan or Joi for all your home repairs

813.205.7190

HANDYMAN/CONTRACTOR

Best in Small BusinessBest in Small Business
813-909-2800 • classifieds@lakerlutznews.com

TRAVEL AGENT

Terri Williamson
Referring 
Travel Agent

813-416-6251
breezewaytravel.com • breezewaytravel@yahoo.com

Big Trips, Small Trips, Groups, 
Family Reunions, Team Travel.
TRIPS BY LAND, AIR, OR SEA!

you name it !

813-909-2800
TheLAKER / LutzNEWS

GET
FEATURED
in Best in Small Business

PLUMBING

PEST CONTROL

www.nvirotect.com

Proud to be locally owned & operated

First Green Certified Indoor
Pest Control Service FREE!

UP TO $150.00 VALUE*

Green Pest Control

Residential

Commercial

Wildlife Trapping

Rodent Management

Termite Prevention

Entry Point Repair Services

Lawn & Shrub Care

It's Time to Go GREEN

*SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY*SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY

PLUMBING 
EXPERTISE 
INCLUDES:

• Fixture installation
• Plumbing repairs
• Whole home re-piping
• Hot water heaters & 
tankless gas water heaters

• Drain cleaning
• Plumbing inspections
• Backflow prevention
• Water purification
Plumbing maintenance 
agreements

PLUMBING

$75.00 OFF
Water 
Heater

Installation

FREE WATER
QUALITY TEST
Plus save up to $400
on a complete water

treatment system
*Plumbing only. Must present coupons at time of 

service. Limited time only. Exp. 2-28-18. C
N

1

Air Conditioning • Plumbing • Electrical

TM

CORNERSTONEPROS.COM
LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

We accept credit cards & 100% financing 
#CFC1428982 Plumbing     

#CAC1816647 AC     #EC0001103 Electrical813-990-0561

WHAT DOES A SPECTACULAR
PLUMBING SERVICE LOOK LIKE?

• Fully Capable Service, 24/7
• Free Second Opinions & Estimates
• Fast, Same-Day
• Friendly, Family-Owned
• Fair On Budget

2012-2017

PRINTERS

Repair and Maintenance
• Printers • Copiers 

• Fax Machines
All Major brands • 24 hr responses

We sell re-manufactured
printers and fax machines

813-748-4354
20 years experience

PRESSURE WASHING

LICENSED & INSURED
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

• Low Pressure Home & Roof Cleaning
• Driveways & Walkways/Gutters
• Vinyl Fences/Painting
• Pool Deck & Screen Enclosures
• Pool Deck Painting & Coating

VOTED #1 PRESSURE WASHER!

PRESSURE WASHING 
& PAVER CLEANING/SEALING

FREE
ESTIMATES!

CALL TODAY!

8 1 3 - 8 9 2 - 0 7 3 8

Tampa Bay Pro
PRESSURE WASHING, LLC

SCREENING

813-977-0066

ROOFING

CARL MARTIN
ROOFING
specializing in roof repair

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1972
Guaranteed Roof Repairs • 100% Financing

licensed • bonded • insured 
CCC 1325565

FREE
Estimates

PLUMBING

ANYTIME PLUMBING
OF CENTRAL FLORIDA, INC.

Lic # CFC1425923 • Bonded/Insured

• 24 /7/365
• No Overtime
• Flat Rate Pricing
• Hydro-Jetting
• Re-Pipes 

Pasco/Pinellas (727) 822-1742
Hillsborough (813) 792-2264

Fax (813) 929-6972

• Slab Leak Repair
• Sewer Replacement
• Drain Cleaning & Repairs 
• Backflow Repair
• Sewer Inspection

FREE ESTIMATES
www.PlumbingAnytime.com

FREE
SERVICE CALL

with this ad

Expires 2/28/18

$30 off
ANY REPAIR
with this ad

Expires 2/28/18

TREE SERVICE

813-265-3224

Certified Arborist • Lic & Work Comp Insured

FREE
ESTIMATES

TREE REMOVAL • TREE TRIMMING • STUMP GRINDING
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Tell them you saw them in The Laker/Lutz News!

ROOFING

Imperial Roofing
Contractor, Inc.

Licensed • Insured
State Cert. #CCC 029597

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Ron, Chris, Ronnie

& Jason

813-996-2773
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Hernando State College Porter Campus at
Wiregrass Ranch, 2727 Mansfield Blvd., in
Wesley Chapel.

Epperson and Mirada are part of a special
development district for the Connected City
corridor, located in northeast Pasco County. 

More than 30 employers, involved in de-
veloping these communities, will be at the
job fair looking for applicants who want to
be part of the Connected City development. 

For more information, please visit
JobFair.MetroPlaces.com.

NETWORKING GROUP
The East Pasco Networking Group will

meet Feb. 13 at 7:30 a.m., at the IHOP, 13100
U.S. 301 in Dade City.

Guest speaker will be Paula O’Neil, Pasco
County Clerk and Comptroller of the Circuit
Court.

For information, contact Chairman Nils
Lenz at nilslenz@gmail.com or (813) 782-
9491; or Vice Chairwoman Vicky Jones at
donlvicl@yahoo.com or (813) 431-1149.

MEMBERSHIP LUNCH
The North Tampa Bay Chamber of

Commerce will have its monthly member-
ship lunch Feb. 14 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
at Fox Hollow Golf Club, 10050 Robert Trent
Jones Parkway in Trinity.

Guest speakers will be from the Pasco
Economic Development Council. They will
discuss the council’s SMARTstart Microloan
Fund.

The cost is $20 in advance for members
who register online by 3 p.m., Feb. 9.
Thereafter, the cost is $25 at the door for
members and non-members.

For information, call the chamber at
(813) 994-8534.

UNCLE MADDIO’S HAPPY HOUR
The North Tampa Chamber of Commerce

will host Uncle Maddio’s February 2018
Happy Hour on Feb. 21 from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m., at Uncle Maddio’s, at 3949 Van Dyke
Road in Lutz.

The restaurant will offer $1 off any pizza,

and buy-one, get-one free deal for house
wine and draft beers.

The event is free, but RSVP by Feb. 20.
For information, call the chamber at

(813) 563-0180.

Bexley by Newland Communities re-
ceived a Best in American Living Award
from the National Association of Home
Builders, according to a news release from
The Leytham Group.

Bexley won the highest honor of a
Platinum Award in the category for Best
Single-Family Community having more
than 100 homes.

The Best in American Living Awards

recognizes outstanding achievement by
builders and designers in the housing in-
dustry, including single-family production,
custom-built, apartments, affordable, re-
modeling and interiors.

Bexley opened in November 2016 off
State Road 54, east of the Suncoast
Parkway. It offers a variety of home de-
signs, including single-family, town homes
and villas, as well as luxury homes by six
builders. The community’s amenities in-
clude Avid multi-modal trails, outdoor
fitness stations, pools, a BMX bicycle

pump track and dog parks.
The Twisted Sprocket Café is a restau-

rant open to residents and the public.
Bexley also received two Grand Aurora

Awards from the Southeast Building
Conference for Best Master-Planned
Community and Best Recreational Facility
in the Southeast.

Metro Study ranks Bexley as one of the
Top 10 communities for New Home Starts
in the Tampa Metropolitan Service Area.

For information, call (813) 425-7555, or
visit BexleyFlorida.com.

Bexley best in living

FILE
Bexley is an award-winning master-planned community off State Road 54 in Land O’ Lakes, and the playground at Bexley is one of
many amenities provided.



G A M E  PA G E  A N S W E R S

Backed by American Standard’s 140 years of experience
Ultra low entry for easy entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND installation, INCLUDING 
labor backed by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating massage

Discover the world’s
best walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard
Walk-In Tubs are Your best choice

Includes FREE American Standard Right Height Toilet 
Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Trusted Professional 
Installation with 

Best Lifetime 
Warranty!

®

A+ RATED

1

3
2

4

5

$1,500 in Savings 
INCLUDES a FREE 

American Standard 
Toilet

$1,500SAVINGS

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe
Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be first time purchaser. See www.walkintubs.
americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information.   CSLB B982796; Suff olk
NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

855-676-1571

Participating Sponsors

A Tampa-based company founded in 2003, Metro Development Group is committed 
to bringing some of the most innovative technologies and amenities to home builders 
and home buyers. With the introduction of Metro Places, Metro Lagoons by Crystal 
Lagoons and ULTRAFi, Metro Development Group continues to be the gold standard 
in the development of master planned communities. For more information, please visit
www.MetroPlaces.com and www.MetroDevelopmentGroup.com.

Join us at Pasco-Hernando
State College Porter Campus
at Wiregrass Ranch.

Off SR 56 just 4 miles east of I-75

Looking for your next opportunity?
Metro Places, who proudly brings you the area’s best 

communities is expanding in Pasco County in a big way!

All of this growth means new jobs, so Metro Places is hosting its annual  

Job Fair on Tuesday February 13, 2018 9AM to 1PM at Pasco-Hernando

State College Porter Campus at Wiregrass Ranch. Meet over 30 employers looking  

for people just like you to be part of this ground-breaking project.

For more information, please visit 

www.JobFair.MetroPlaces.com

FEBRUARY 13TH FROM 9AM - 1PM
 Pasco-Hernando State College Porter Campus at Wiregrass Ranch

2nd Annual Event for the New Connected City in Pasco County

MORE THAN 68,000 READERS PER WEEK!

CLASSIFIED RATES
Liner Ads  . . . . . . . . . starting at $50 per week

Display Ads  . . . . . . . starting at $70 per week

FREE ‘GARAGE SALE’ ADS FOR PRIVATE PARTIES

BUY 3 WEEKS GET 1 FREE!

To place your ad...

call: 813-909-2800 or fax: 813-909-2802
email: classifieds@lakerlutznews.com

DEADLINE: FRIDAY, 12 NOON

Get 3 lines of text FREE • Additional lines just $4 each
No commercial ads, based on space availability • Free ads WILL NOT be accepted by phone

COMMUNITY SALES ADS START AT $24

813-909-2800 • classifieds@lakerlutznews.com
ClassifiedsClassifieds

Work for the FDVA-
Great Benefits!!

Great Rates
FDVA-BALDOMERO LOPEZ 

STATE VETERANS’ NURSING HOME
6919 PARKWAY BLVD.

LAND O’ LAKES, FL  34639
813-558-5000

Has opportunities for:

OPS CNA: part time, Position #50509163
Sr. CNA: full time, Position #50000128
OPS SLPN: part time, Position #50509188
OPS RN: part time, Position #50509348
Food Support Worker: 
full time, Position #50000152

Pre-employment level 2 background 
check and drug testing Good communication 

skill and computer skills a must

Apply at https://peoplefirst.myflorida.com 
Reference position number 

EEO/AAE/E-VERIFY

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY? Up
to $2,671/mo. (Based on paid-in
amount.) FREE evaluation! Call Bill Gor-
don & Associates. 1-800-860-6175. Mail:
2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL., member TX/NM Bar. (z)

MAKE A CONNECTION. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right now! Call
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: Call 
1-877-737-9447 18+ (n)

CALL EMPIRE TODAYÂ® to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 1-800-214-0166 (z)

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE TO SELL PERSONAL PROP-
ERTY OF FORMER MIAMI BEACH
REAL ESTATE DEVELOPER THOMAS
KRAMER AT PUBLIC SALE ON 
FEBRUARY 14.
The Sheriff’s Sale will take place
Wednesday, February 14, 2018 at 11 
A.M. at the Miami-Dade County Sheriff’s
Office, 60l NW 1 Court, 9th Floor, Miami,
FL. Inspection: Tues, February 13, 2018
from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. at two 
locations: 4 Star Island Drive and 5 Star
Island Drive, Miami Beach, FL 33139.
Exceptional, one-of-a-kind luxury items
representing Kramer’s well-known extrav-
agant celebrity lifestyle are available for
sale including European home furnish-
ings, artwork, exquisite home decor,
sculptures, oriental rugs, mask collec-
tions, life-size collectible figures and 
statues, electronics, audio/video equip-
ment, book collections, office equipment,
office furniture, patio furniture, concrete
outdoor décor/statues, hand tools, power
tools, restaurant equipment, fitness
equipment and much more. A 2011 
Toyota Tacoma truck will be sold sepa-
rately. All other personal property will be
sold as one lot via Sheriff’s sale. 
The contact person for sale inquiries is:
Latasha Gethers Hines, Esq.
Kozyak Tropin & Throckmorton
2525 Ponce de Leon Blvd., 9th Floor
Miami, Fl 33134  Direct 305.728.2966  
email: lgh@kttlaw.com (x)

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED, delivered
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 75%
PLUS get 4 more Burgers & 4 more Kiel-
basa FREE! Order The Family Gourmet
Buffet - ONLY $49.99. Call 1-844-275-
9596 mention code 51689CZX or visit
www.OmahaSteaks.com/good43 (z)

MAKE A CONNECTION. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet Singles right now! 
Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE.
Call NOW: 855-334-7726 (z)

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA ap-
proved hands on Aviation training. Finan-
cial aid for qualified students - Career
placement assistance. CALL Aviation In-
stitute of Maintenance 888-686-1704 (n)

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get
FAA certification to work for airlines. Ap-
proved for military benefits. Financial Aid
if qualified. Job placement assistance.
Housing assistance. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704
(n)

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
TO CARRY OUR BABY! GENEROUS
COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES

PAID. CALL ATTORNEY 
CHARLOTTE DANCIU 

1-800-395-5449  
WWW.ADOPTION-SURROGAC.COM

FL BAR #307084 (Z)

OXYGEN - ANYTIME. Anywhere.
No tanks to refill.  No deliveries.  The All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit: 
844-558-7482 (n)

$$HELP WANTED$$$ EARN Extra
income assembling CD cases from
Home. CALL OUR LIVE OPERATORS
NOW! 1-800-405-7619 EXT 320 
www.easywork-greatpay.com (z)

SMART HEALTH DENTAL Insurance.
Most Dental Procedures Covered. No
waiting periods! Most Plans Start at
About $1 a Day! FREE No Obligation
Quote. Call Now! 1-888-530-1670 (z)
STOP OVERPAYING FOR your 
prescriptions! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International

pharmacy, compare prices and get
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 
CALL 1-844-359-3209 Promo
Code CDC201725 (z)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100
pills for $150 FREE shipping. NO pre-
scriptions needed. Money back
guaranteed! 1-888-278-6168 (n)
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money
back guaranteed! 1- 800-726-2194 (z)
YOU OR A loved one have an addic-
tion? Very private and Confidential Inpa-
tient care. Call NOW for immediate help!
800-756-1363 (z)

FREE GARAGE
SALE ADS!

3 lines of text,with 
35 characters and spaces 

per line, FOR FREE*!
Call Rachel at 813.909.2800

Ask about discounts for community
garage sales & display ads!

*Private parties only

ARE YOU IN Debt? Get help now with a
30 minute Phone debt analysis. Mon-Fri
9:00 am to 8:00 pm, Sat: 10:00 am to 2:-
00 pm. All Eastern time. 1-855-630-5331
(z)

In accordance with FL statute
63.212(1)(g), only attorneys
licensed to practice law in

Florida and Florida licensed
adoption entities may legally

provide adoption services
under state law.

Beautiful, multi colored with crystal
ball clasp and crystal dividers every

fourth pearl on both necklace &
bracelet. Blush crystal drop earrings.

The necklace is 18” long 
and the bracelet can connect 

to it to make it 26” long.

Asking $400 OBO
Please call Carolyn & leave message

727-247-7858

Masami
Pearl Set

with 
necklace, 
bracelet &
earrings

FOR SALE:

FINAL EXPENSE INSURANCE. No
medical exams!  Premiums never
increase. Benefits never go down.
Affordable monthly payments. Call for a
free quote!  877-587-4169 (n)

AVIATION CAREERS Â “ Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation,
manufacturing and more. Financial aid
for qualified students. Job placement as-
sistance. Call AIM 866-314-5838 (z)

OVER $10K IN debt? Be debt free in 24-
48 months. Pay nothing to enroll. Call
National Debt Relief at 866-243-0510. (n)

WATER DAMAGE. DEALING with wa-
ter damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond immedi-
ately. Nationwide and 24/7. No mold
calls. Call today! 1-800-730-6976 (z)

HAVE 10K IN Debt? National Debt Re-
lief is rated A-Plus with the BBB. You
could be debt free in 24-48 months.
Call 1-866-465-4307 now for a free debt
evaluation. (z)

HAVE 10K IN Debt? National Debt Re-
lief is rated A-Plus with the BBB. You
could be debt free in 24-48 months. Call
1-866-465-4307 now for a free debt eval-
uation. (z)

DENTAL INSURANCE. CALL Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company for 
details. NOT just a discount plan, REAL
coverage for 350 procedures. 
888-623-3036 or 
http://www.dental50plus.com/58
Ad# 6118 (n)

CASH PAID FOR unexpired, sealed
DIABETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAY-
MENT & PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST
PRICES! Call 1-888-776-7771.
www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com (n)

CANADA DRUG CENTER es tu mejor
opcion para ordenar medicamentos se-
guros y economicos. Nuestros servicios
de farmacia con licencia Canadiense e
Internacional te proveeran con ahorros
de hasta el 75 en todas las medicinas
que necesites. Llama ahora al 
1-855-836-0410 y obten $10 de des-
cuento con tu primer orden ademas de
envio gratuito. (z)

5488 Land O’Lakes Blvd.
Land O’Lakes, FL. 34639

813-803-4515

WE’VE MOVED!

Come by & check out the new office!

Dr. Kevin Smith of Infinity Eye Care
Center, would like to announce 

the new office address.

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients that suffer with pain
may qualify for a low or no cost knee or
back brace. Call 844-308-4307 (n)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA
tor May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 855-397-7056 (z)

ALQUILER DE UTERO 
$25,000.00 Y MÃ¡S PAR MANUTEN-
CION AYUDANOS, NO PODEMOS

TENER HIJOS. LLAMA A NUESTRA
ABOGADA. 561-674-6857  FL. BAR

#307084 (z)

BATHE SAFELY AND stay in the home
you love with the #1 selling walk- in tub
in North America. For an in-home ap-
pointment, call: 888-308- 5610 (n)
DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back
pain? If you have insurance, you may
qualify for the perfect brace at little to no
cost. Get yours today! 1-800-862-8392
(z)
FDA-REGISTERED HEARING Aids.
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial.
Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you de-
cide to keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per aid.
FREE Shipping. Call Hearing Help Ex-
press 1-877-442-6921 (z)

RECENTLY DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG
CANCER and 60+ years old? Call now!
You and your family may be entitled to a
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 877-
648-6308 today. Free Consultation. No
Risk.

GENERIC VIAGRA 100MG Generic
CIALIS 20mg. 70 for $99 GREAT

DEAL!!!! FAST FREE SHIPPING! 100%
money back GUARANTEE! CALL NOW

888-669-9343
Se habla espanol  888-713-3919 (n)

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immedi-
ately. Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently &
Safely. Guaranteed Results. FDA Li-
censed. Free Brochure. 1-800-354-3944
www.DrJoelKaplan.com (v)

OXYGEN Â “ ANYTIME. Anywhere. No
tanks to refill. No deliveries. Only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit.
Call 1-888-572-4944 (z)

WANTED OLD JAPANESE MOTORCY-
CLES KAWASAKI Z1-900 (1972-75),
KZ900, KZ1000 (1976-1982), Z1R, KZ
1000MK2 (1979,80), W1-650, H1-500
(1969-72), H2-750 (1972-1975), S1-250,
S2-350, S3-400, KH250, KH400,
SUZUKI-GS400, GT380, HONDA-
CB750K (1969-1976), CBX1000
(1979,80) CASH!! 1-800-772-1142 1-310-
721-0726 usa@classicrunners.com (n)

THE NATION’S LARGEST SENIOR
LIVING referral service. A PLACE FOR
MOM. Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE. No obliga-
tion. CALL 855-741-7459 (n)

VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS! 50
Generic Pills SPECIAL $95.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW 800-317-7404 Hablamos Espanol
(n)

ED MEDICATION FOR $ 1.80/ PILL US
ONLINE PHARMACY OFFERS ED
MEDICATION 56 PILLS @ $110 
1-800-881-1422 www.usmedshop.net (n)

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea de-
veloped affordably by the Research &
Development pros and presented to
manufacturers. Call 1-844-349-8351 for
a Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit your
idea for a free consultation. (z)

BECOME A PUBLISHED author! 
Publications sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your FREE
author submission kit. 1-844-506-6434
(z)

SEEKING A
PROFESSIONAL  HOUSE

CLEANER
to join our friendly cleaning company,
serving Land O’ Lakes, Lutz, Wesley
Chapel, and New Tampa.  Applicants

must have prior experience, 
be reliable, and having their own 

transportation is a MUST!
Call Linda at 813-263-7966

FREE VIAGRA PILLS 48 PILLS + 4
FREE! VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg
Free Pills! No hassle, Discreet Shipping.
Save Now. Call Today 1-888-410-0514
(n)
LUNG CANCER? 60 or Older? If So,
You and Your Family may Be Entitled To
A Significant Cash Award. Call 855-839-
6761 To Learn More. No Risk, No
Money Out of Pocket (z)
LUNG CANCER?  AND 60+ Years
Old?  If So, You And Your Family May
Be Entitled To A Significant Cash
Award.  Call 855-547-8865. To Learn
More.  No Risk.  No Money Out Of
Pocket. (n)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Pub-
lishing will help you self-publish your
own book. FREE author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait?
Call now: 866-951-7214 (n)

WANTS TO PURCHASE minerals and
other oil & gas interests. Send details to
P.O. Box 13557, Denver, Co 80201 (u)

GARAGE / YARD SALES

BUILDING MATERIALS

MEDICAL / DENTALGENERAL EMPLOYMENT

HEALTH & EQUIPMENT WANTED

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

FOR SALE

HOME REPAIR

FINANCIAL

ADULT EDUCATION

HEALTH & EQUIPMENT

LEGAL NOTICES

AUCTIONS

MEDICAL / DENTAL

WANTED

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

PERSONALS
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HOME
FOR

SALE?
ADVERTISE with

The Laker/ Lutz News
813-909-2800

SELLING
YOUR RV?

Call Classifieds

813-909-2800
to advertise!

BUY 3 WEEKS GET 1 FREE 813-909-2800

813-909-2800 • classifieds@lakerlutznews.com
Real EstateReal Estate

813-298-7363
www.copperstone.info

AWARD WINNING BUSINESS CENTER

EXECUTIVE SUITES

3632 Land O’ Lakes Boulevard • Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639
Centrally located between Wesley Chapel and Trinity

COPPERSTONE
PERFECT FOR: PARTIES • CONFERENCES • LUNCHES • MIXERS • MEETINGS

BOOK OUR EVENT ROOM!

GOT AN OLDER car, boat or RV? Do
the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-831-6309
(z)

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE? Denied a
Loan Modification? Is the bank threaten-
ing foreclosure? CALL Homeowner’s Re-
lief Line now for Help! 855-794-7358 (n)

1-Signature Divorce
Missing Spouse Divorce

STARTING AT $65

DIVORCE     WILLS
EVICTIONS

* WE COME TO YOU! *
Covering All Florida

1-888-847-1997
(Since 1992)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service. Con-
tact our trusted, local experts today! Our
service is FREE/no obligation. CALL
1-855-836-8564 (z)

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED Internet. As
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today
1-877-929-1176 (z)

SUPPORT OUR SERVICE members,
veterans and their families in their time
of need. For more information, visit the
Fisher House website at 
www.fisherhouse.org. (z)

DIRECTV. CALL & Switch Now â “ Get
NFL Sunday Ticket for FREE! Every
Game. Every Sunday. CHOICETM All-In-
cluded Package. Over 185 Channels.
$60/month (for 12 Months.)
CALL â “ 877-808- 9508 (z)

CROSS COUNTRY MOVING, Long dis-
tance Moving Company, out of state
move $799 Long Distance Movers. Get
Free quote on your Long distance move
1-800-214-4604 (z)

DISH NETWORK SATELLITE Televi-
sion Service. Now Over 190 channels for
ONLY $49.99/mo! FREE Installation,
FREE Streaming, FREE HD. Add Inter-
net for $14.95 a month. 1-800-496-2603.-
(z)

AT&T HIGH SPEED Internet Starting at
$40/month. Up to 45 Mbps! Over 99%
Reliability! Bundle AT&T Digital TV or
Phone Services & Internet Price Starts at
$30/month. Call 1-888-274-1454 (z)

DISH NETWORK. 190+ channels. FREE
Install. FREE Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99-
/month (24 mos). Add High Speed Inter-
net â “ $14.95 (where avail.) CALL Today
& SAVE 25%! 1-855-895-7245. (z)

CHEAP FLIGHTS.
Call Now Toll Free 1-844-274-6133 (z) 

DISH NETWORK-SATELLITE Televi-
sion Services. Now Over 190 channels
for ONLY $49.99/mo! 2-year price guar-
antee. FREE Installation. FREE Stream-
ing. More reliable than Cable. Add Inter-
net for $14.95 a month. 800-718-1593.
(n)

Mel Bermudez – Broker Associate
Short Sale/Foreclosure Specialist

““BBrriinnggiinngg BBuuyyeerrss 

action First

melRealtor1751@gmail.com • Hablo español

813-294-8228
Serving All of Mid Florida!

I wIll come to you anytIme!

&& SSeelllleerrss TTooggeetthheerr””

DONATE YOUR CAR to Veterans 
Today! Help and Support our Veterans.
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 1-800-245-0398 (n)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care
Of. CALL 1-800-902-7815 (z)

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! ALL
Make/Models 2000-2015! Any Condition.
Running or Not. Competitive Offer! Free
Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-416-2330. (n)

FAST INTERNET! HUGHESNET Satel-
lite Internet. High-Speed. Avail Any-
where. Speeds to 15 mbps. Starting at
$59.99/mo. Call for Limited Time Price 
1-800-958-6917 (z)

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE Have your product idea devel-
oped affordably by the Research & De-
velopment pros and presented to manu-
facturers. Call 1-888-501-0236 for a Free
Idea Starter Guide. Submit your idea for
a free consultation. (n)

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea de-
veloped affordably by the Research &
Development pros and presented to man-
ufacturers. Call 1-844-349-8351 for a
Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit your
idea for a free consultation. (z)

JUNK REMOVAL 
STARTING AT $49.99!

Call Dakoda, 
owner of Welch’s Mainentance

813-614-1715

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condi-
tion Vehicle, 2000 and Newer. Nation’s
Top Car Buyer! Free Towing From Any-
where! Call Now: 1- 800-864-5960. (n)

DONATE YOUR CAR to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veterans.
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 1-800-245-0398 (n)

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, Internet
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per sec-
ond speed. No contract or commitment.
More Channels. Faster Internet. 
Unlimited Voice. 1-877-279-4652 (z)

RIVER RANCH HUNTING LOTS
in Central Florida. 

$100 down and $100 per month. 
No Credit Check!  941-475-0709 

buyriverranch.com

VACATION / TRAVEL

SERVICES OFFEREDLEGAL SERVICES,
NON-ATTORNEY

AUTOSSERVICES OFFERED

SERVICES OFFERED

SERVICES OFFERED

REALTORSLAND FOR SALE

MORTGAGES

BUY 3 WEEKS GET 1 FREE 813-909-2800

BUY 3 WEEKS GET 1 FREE 813-909-2800

The LAKER / Lutz NEWS CROSSWORD PUZZLE
ACROSS
1. Plural of be
4. Dress

10. Nothing
11. Relating to apes
12. They protect and serve
14. Swindle
15. Show’s partner
16. Lift
18. Raise up
22. Do something to an excessive
degree
23. Occupies
24. Power-driven aircraft
26. Indicates position
27. Matchstick games
28. This and __
30. No longer here
31. Health insurance
34. Spore-producing receptacle on
fern frond
36. Monetary unit
37. Sweet potatoes
39. Tropical Asian plant
40. Guilty or not guilty
41. Carbon dioxide
42. Able to arouse intense feeling
48. Earl’s jurisdiction
50. Omitted
51. Heartbeat
52. Albania capital
53. Fashion accessory
54. Interaction value analysis
55. Symbol of exclusive ownership
56. More promising
58. __ student, learns healing

59. Nonresident doctor
60. Midway between east and
southeast
DOWN
1. Enrages
2. Capital of Saudi Arabia
3. Uses in an unfair way
4. Cesium
5. Written works
6. Breakfast item
7. Found in showers
8. A way of fractioning
9. Unit of measurement

12. Sailboat
13. Indian goddess
17. For each
19. Farewell
20. Ethnic group of Sierra Leone
21. German industrial city
25. Measures intensity of light
29. Small, faint constellation
31. Promotes enthusiastically
32. Malaysian inhabitant
33. Ancient units of measurement
35. An unspecified period
38. Frame house with up to three
stories
41. Lassie is one
43. Martinis have them
44. Rant
45. Famed journalist Tarbell
46. Opening
47. Round Dutch cheese
49. Archaic form of do
56. Once more
57. Registered nurse
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SEE SOLUTIONS, PAGE 6B

By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

A new chamber came into view last sum-
mer with the merger of The Greater Wesley
Chapel Chamber of Commerce and The
Greater Pasco Chamber of Commerce.

Now a new name is launching represent-
ing the combined chambers, which will
now be known as the North Tampa Bay
Chamber of Commerce, according to an
email sent to chamber members from Zack
Kalarickal, the chamber’s board chairman.

The name brings “renewed focus on the
broader geography that is home to those we
serve and consistent with the momentum of
this evolving community,” the email states.

National and international businesses are
seeking to invest in Pasco County’s growth,
and the new name provides “a readily identi-
fiable location,” as well as describing the
inclusive nature of the merged chamber, ac-
cording to the email.

The North Tampa Bay chamber has
about 830 members and is the largest in
Pasco County. It serves Wesley Chapel, New
Tampa, Lutz, Land O’ Lakes, Trinity, Odessa
and New Port Richey.

“We happen to be in a great part of the
county with so much dynamic growth,” said

Kalarickal, a dentist and owner of Wesley
Chapel Dentistry.

The North Tampa Bay name acknowl-
edges that growth, but Kalarickal said the
chamber will “co-brand” the uniqueness of
every community within its membership.

In his email, he cites the long history of
Wesley Chapel and its chamber, which
began in 1998 with only a small group of
business owners.

It had grown in recent years to nearly
600 members prior to merging with the
Greater Pasco chamber in July.

In January, the chamber moved to a new
location at 1868 Highland Oaks Blvd., Suite
A. The office is in the Highland Oaks
Medical Center, off State Road 54.

In the next months, more transition
work is needed, Kalarickal said.

The board of directors went from 17 to
24 members.

A day-long planning session was held to
discuss an overall strategic plan. Standing
committees were formed.

And, North Tampa Bay members were in-
vited to participate in a logo design contest.
The winning entry will be announced on
March 8.

For information, call the chamber at
(813) 994-8534.

New Chamber of Commerce makes debut

FILE

Bilirakis named
to religious
freedom caucus
U.S. Rep. Gus Bilirakis has stepped up as
the Republican co-chair, along with
Democratic co-chair Juan Vargas, to spear-
head the Congressional International
Religious Freedom Caucus. The IRF Caucus,
founded in 2006, seeks to keep members of
Congress informed about religious freedom
issues and to keep in contact with non-
governmental organizations working in the
field.

COURTESY OF PATRICIA SERIO

Volunteer 
of the Year 
honored
The GFWC Lutz-Land O’ Lakes Woman’s
Club has selected longtime member Faith
Sincich, of Lutz, as its Club Volunteer of the
Year. Sincich was recognized for her years
of dedication and service to the woman’s
organization, and for giving unselfishly of
her time and energy to better the community
through her volunteer work.



NEW 24/7

Inspired ER Care, coming to Central Pasco.
Emergencies can happen anywhere or anytime. 
That’s why Florida Hospital Wesley Chapel is making 
emergency care easier to access with our new,  
full-service ER located in Central Pasco. Open 24/7, 

found at our hospital.  

• 24 beds

• 
• Imaging: X-ray, CT scan, ultrasound

• Lab and pharmacy services

• Ambulance transport

• Adult and pediatric emergency care

Located on SR 54 near the Suncoast Pkwy
NOW OPEN

ER
CENTRAL PASCO
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Quitting tobacco isn't easy. Finding help should be. Tobacco Free Florida
offers free tools and services to help you get started.

FREE
Nicotine replacement patches, 
gum or lozenges.*

*If medically appropriate 
and 18 years of age or older.

FREE
Participant workbook and 
materials.

More than DOUBLES your 
chances of success!

Programs cover all forms 
of tobacco.

This program is sponsored by:

Pre-registration required.
To register please call: 813-929-1000
For more information, visit us at
tobaccofreeflorida.com/quityourway

Is the in-person option 
of Tobacco Free Florida
Quit Your Way services.

Class Schedule
2-Hour Sessions
Tuesday, February 13, 2018 / 10:00am – 12:00pm
Florida Hospital – Zephyrhills
CREATION Health Wellness Center
38233 Daughtery Road, Zephyrhills

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 / 10:00am – 12:00pm
Good Samaritan Clinic
5334 Aspen Street, New Port Richey

Thursday, February 15, 2018 / 5:00pm – 7:00pm
Regional Medical Center, Bayonet Point 
14000 Fivay Road, Hudson

Tuesday, February 20, 2018 / 10:00am-12:00pm
Premier Community Healthcare
37944 Pasco Avenue, Dade City

Wednesday, February 28, 2018 / 10:00am – 12:00pm
Zephyrhills Public Library
5347 8th Street, Zephyrhills

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 / 10:00am-12:00pm
Morton Plant, North Bay Hospital
6600 Madison Street, New Port Richey

Friday, March 9, 2018 / 10:00am-12:00pm
Medical Center of Trinity
9330 State Rd 54, Trinity�
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