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By B.C. Manion
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com

When the organizers were gearing up to
debut Ranch Days last year at Little
Everglades Ranch, north of Dade City, they
proceeded with caution.

They wanted to see how the event went,
before making plans for another one.

Apparently, the event went well because
now event planners are gearing up for the
second annual Ranch Days on the 2,050-
acre property, owned by Bob and Sharon
Blanchard.

Slated for Feb. 10, from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
and for Feb. 11, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., the
event offers a chance to listen to music,
grab a bite to eat, and take home a purchase
or two. Little Everglades Ranch is at 17951
Hamilton Road, north of Dade City.

Last year, about 5,000 turned out, said
Kevin Campbell, who along with his wife,
Andie, coordinates events at Little
Everglades Ranch.

“For a first-year event, we were pleased
with the amount of people that we had

By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

A volunteer advisory committee had rec-
ommended that 17 parcels of the former Ft.
King Ranch be added to a list of conservation
lands worthy of purchase by Pasco County.

But, the Pasco County Commission
balked at the potentially pricey cost of buy-
ing nearly 3,600 acres, and voted against the
committee’s wishes.

The property, owned by the limited liabil-
ity partnership of Secret Promise, is situated
off State Road 52, near the Ehren Cutoff. It
stretches from the northern boundary of
Cypress Creek to the Crossbar Wellfield, near
Bellamy Brothers Boulevard.

“That’s a very, very large purchase,” said
Pasco County Commissioner Mike Moore. “It

could crush future projects. It’s almost to the
point if we add this, we can’t add anything
else.”

Currently, the county’s ELAMP, or
Environmental Lands Acquisition and

Management Program, has nine properties
under review for purchase. The program’s
budget has a balance of about $27 million

See LAND, page 11A

KATHY STEELE
Florid Estate Winery is located on land offered to Pasco County for its conservation lands’
program.

By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

Pasco County has joined the national
trend for municipalities to fight back against
distributors and manufacturers of opioid
medications.

County commissioners voted to become
one of several plaintiffs in litigation that
seeks to replicate the kind of payouts attor-
neys won in the late 1990s against the
tobacco industry. 

Pensacola-based Levin Papantonio will
represent Pasco County. The law firm is part
of a consortium that is pursuing lawsuits in
several states including West Virginia, Ohio
and Kentucky.

At stake is money that could be made
available to the county for drug addiction
treatment and the costs to law enforcement.

Pasco County Sheriff Chris Nocco spoke
in favor of the lawsuit, prior to the county
commissioners’ vote on Jan. 23 in New Port
Richey.

“We feel the epidemic every day,” Nocco
said.

In 2016, Pasco County had 165 drug over-
dose deaths, and 120 were related to opioids. 

This is a legacy of marketing strategies
that promoted prescription opioids as safe
and nonaddictive, the sheriff said.

“It’s actually a pill that made them ad-
dicts,” Nocco said. “Someone is accountable
for it. They should be sued,” the sheriff said.

Nocco noted the unexpected conse-
quences from the state’s successful closure
of pill mills, which distributed the opioids.
He said people addicted to prescription
pain medications turned to other sources,
including heroin and fentanyl.  

The sheriff recalled an instance when of-
ficers found a man beating on the chest of a
homeless man. Initially, it appeared to be an
assault. Instead, Nocco said it was a heroin
overdose.

“He was trying to revive him,” Nocco
said.

Pasco County deputies routinely carry
Narcan, a medication that can help reverse
the effects of an overdose.

In December, Pasco County commission-
ers heard a workshop presentation from
attorney Jeff Gaddy, of Levin Papantonio.

The local law firm of Lucas/Magazine ini-
tially approached the county about the
lawsuit proposal.

No upfront costs will be charged to the
county. If a settlement is reached, attorneys
would be eligible for a maximum 25 per-
cent contingency fee from the county’s
share of the settlement.

See OPIOID, page 11A

FILE
Pasco County Sheriff Chris Nocco

out,” he said.
This year, he said, there have been some

improvements.
“The stage is bigger and better,”

Campbell said.
“Where we have the stage sits on a real

gentle kind of hill to the north, and there
are three or four real big live oak trees kind
of around it.”

“The music is great. We went a little bit
harder on some of the headline entertain-
ment,” he said.

This year’s lineup includes Thomas Wynn
and The Believers, as the headline act on
Feb. 10. “They’re kind of a bluesy-rock
Florida group.”

Another act, Colin Axxxwell, is coming
from Nashville.

“He’s just so good. I had to book him,”
Campbell said.

There’s also Bill “The Sauce Boss”
Wharton.

“Bill is a 72-year-old man who has been
playing music for many years. For the last 30
years, he cooks out a batch of gumbo on the
stage. He comes up in a chef’s coat and a

chef’s hat. He plays guitar all by himself,
with a bass drum and a high hat. 

“When he first comes out, I think he has
a 12-gallon pot. We give him all of the ingre-
dients and he fills this pot up, and he starts
his batch of gumbo — and then 67 minutes
later he takes the batch of gumbo … and he
gives out 100 bowls of gumbo.”

Another act, Mean Mary, is back again
from last year.

See RANCH, page 11A

If you go
RANCH DAYS
WHERE: Little Everglades Ranch, 17951
Hamilton Road, Dade City
WHEN: Feb. 10, 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Feb. 11,
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
COST: Admission is free; parking is $10 for
cars, $25 for buses and RVs; vendor
charges for food, rides and purchases 
DETAILS: Live music on two stages, ranch
tours, exhibitions of a high-wire act, a jug-
gling and variety act, birds of prey and
indigenous snakes, kids’ activities and more
INFO: Visit RanchDays.com.

RICHARD K RILEY
Kevin Campbell, events coordinator for Little Everglades Ranch, and Melissa Black displayed a WWII amphibious landing craft at the
Kumquat Festival in Dade City. It will be used for rides at the Ranch Days event in February.  

Pasco joins lawsuit seeking opioid settlement

Ranch Days is back for its second act

Ft. King land seen as too costly
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But a middle school that unearths a future full of

possibility through discovery-based learning? 

That’s another story. 
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By B.C. Manion
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com

It’s not all that uncommon for Freddy
Barton to spend part of his weekend work-
ing — heading out to talk to people in the
community.

If he’s headed out from his Lutz resi-
dence on his motorcycle, chances are he’s
going to go hang out with some kids — to
find out what’s on their minds.

“I’m talking to kids. I’m trying to probe
their mind, to figure out, ‘What does it take
to make you feel that you can have a chance
in life?’” he said.

Barton recently was named one of six
“Community Champions” across the state by
Molina Healthcare of Florida at the organiza-
tion’s eighth annual recognition event. The
awards dinner was held at Busch Gardens.

Over the course of his life, Barton has
done volunteer and professional work aimed
at helping youths to avoid violence, helping
both youths and adults to develop job skills,
and helping those who have been incarcer-
ated to make successful transitions into
society after their release.

While working with incarcerated men, he
created relationships through mentoring
that continue to this day.

The Community Champions program cel-
ebrates the vision of Dr. C. David Molina, the
founder of Molina Healthcare, as well as
community partners who work together to
care for society’s most vulnerable individu-
als. 

Each Community Champion was nomi-
nated by a community-based organization.

Recipients received a $1,000 grant to
give to a deserving nonprofit organization.
Barton chose to donate his to the
Corporation to Develop Communities of
Tampa, where he previously worked.

Barton said he was nominated for the
award by two professional colleagues and by
one of the men he mentors.

He was gratified by the recognition.
In his current role, as executive director

of Safe and Sound Hillsborough, he works in
a collaborative that aims to prevent vio-
lence.

Safe and Sound is the outgrowth of a
think tank pulled together by Hillsborough
County Commissioner Kevin Beckner in
2013, in response to the Sandy Hook shoot-
ing deaths.

“When that happened, it was like a na-
tional wakeup call to everyone,” Barton said.

“You can’t do anything to stop the ran-
dom shooter, but you can do something to
address the community violence that oc-
curs,” he said. “We look at violence as a
disease, something that is preventable.

“My role is to work within the communi-
ties in which we serve, tie together elected
officials, public agencies, private sector, resi-
dents, youths, adults — all together — to
find out what do we need to do to address
the factors that contribute to violence,” he
said.

The work includes looking at issues such
as truancy, mental health needs, job opportu-

nities and re-entry after incarceration, Barton
said.

Before taking his current job, he worked
for Corporation to Develop Communities of
Tampa, which built homes, built commercial
development, had a workforce development
team and created a vocational school.

Currently, he said, he’s out in the commu-
nity, working to discern what the problems
are and how they can be addressed.

“How do you stop violence? We’ve been
trying to stop violence since Cain killed
Abel.

“It’s not going to stop overnight. It didn’t
start overnight,” he said.

But, there are some steps that can help,
he added.

“I’m focusing on out-of-school-time op-
portunities for kids,” Barton said. “If we don’t
find something for kids to do, they’re going
to find something to do.  And, it’s not going
to be what we think.”

For instance, Barton was instrumental in
getting Hillsborough County to unlock a
recreational center that had not been used
for several years.

“With The Children’s Board and the coun-
ty’s (Hillsborough County) help, we started
up a camp. We said, ‘Let’s only have about 30
kids, let’s run a test. Within a day, we had 54
kids signed up.

“Now, it’s an afterschool Safe Haven for
kids. We’ve got all types of programming.”

Kids need to be engaged, and they need
opportunities, Barton said.

“We look at spring break, we look at sum-
mer break, we look at over the winter break
— whenever the kids are out of school,” he
said.

It’s also important for youths to under-
stand the repercussions of their actions, he
added.

“They’re living out fantasies that they see
in video games,” he said. Often, they don’t re-
alize the serious consequences that can
result,” Barton said.

Baron and his wife, Denise, have two
sons, 14-year-old Tahj and 11-year-old
Cameron.

B.C. MANION
Freddy Barton has been named one of six
‘Community Champions’ across the state by
Molina Healthcare of Florida.

Lutz resident receives
‘Community Champion’ award

COURTESY OF PATRICIA SERIO

A quarter century of dedication
The GFWC Lutz-Land O’ Lakes Woman’s Club and Keep Pasco Beautiful Committee hon-
ored Gloria Dale for her 25 years of service and commitment to the Keep Pasco Beautiful
annual Coastal Cleanup event. From left, Lottie Kelly, coordinator of the Pasco County
event, and club conservation chair Lonna Vizzari presented Dale with a Certificate of
Appreciation for her dedication to this cause. 
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Kumquat Festival offers a slice of Old Florida charm
The Laker/Lutz News Staff Report

The Kumquat Festival, which pays hom-
age to a tiny orange fruit with a tangy flavor,
carried on in its usual fashion — despite
this year’s challenges to the kumquat crop.

Citrus greening, insects and Florida’s re-
cent hard freezes dealt a blow to the
kumquat crop — knocking out sales of
fresh kumquats this year.

But, there were kumquats to sample, and
plenty of kumquats served up in jams, jel-
lies, pies, salads, sangria and all sorts of other
concoctions.

The atmosphere was festive, there were
lots of vendors — and there were quilts and
cars and entertainers to enjoy.

John Moors, executive director of The
Greater Dade City Chamber of Commerce,
put it like this in a news release: “tens of
thousands of people came from all over the
Tampa Bay region – residents, winter visi-
tors and tourists joined in the fun. Over 400
vendors and sponsors sold and promoted
their wares and services. Our entertainment
stage at the Historic Courthouse featured
free live performances from wonderful local
talent all day. Many of the shops and restau-
rants in Dade City and the surrounding area
enjoyed their busiest day of the year.”  

Moors also noted that the festival, which
offers free admission, free parking and free
shuttles, could not happen if it weren’t for
the generous support of sponsors.

RICHARD K RILEY
Cheryl Howard, of Spring Hill, and Marilyn Prill, of Brooksville,
enjoy their first visit to the festival and share their first slice of
kumquat pie.  

MacKenzie Brewer, Miss Pasco County Fair Outstanding Teen, left,
and Courtney Graham, Miss Pasco County, pose with local jam and
jelly businesswoman Cristi Williams, of Jovita Treats, and her assis-
tant, Faith DiMaria, 9.

Judy Croucher, of East Pasco Quilters, shows Hugh Embry Library
Manager Angel Liranzo one of the quilts on display during the
Kumquat Festival. 

The Eli Mosley Country Band was among the entertainers per-
forming during the Kumquat Festival.

Frank Gude, patriarch of Kumquat Growers,
explains why the kumquat crop failed this
year due to two days of hard freezes, one
week before the Kumquat Festival.  
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GOODWILL BOOK DRIVE
Goodwill’s BookWorks childhood literacy
program’s annual book drive starts Feb. 1
through March 15. Participants can donate
children’s books in good condition or make
a donation to purchase books. To donate,
drop off books with a note “For
BookWorks” at any Goodwill-Suncoast store
or donation site in Hillsborough and Pasco
counties. For locations, visit Goodwill-
Suncoast.org.

AMERICANA MUSIC
The Hugh Embry Library, 14215 Fourth St.,
in Dade City, will host Jim and Suzanne
Hale in concert, as part of their Silver
Jubilee Tour, Feb. 1 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. For
information, call (352) 567-3576.

GETTING THROUGH DIVORCE
St. Timothy Catholic Church, 17512
Lakeshore Road in Lutz, will offer a
“Surviving Divorce” class starting Feb. 1 at 7
p.m., in the parish center. This is a 12-week
program designed as a guide to encounter
Christ’s healing power in a personal way.
The ministry is open to all faiths for the
length of separation or divorce. To register,
visit SaintTims.org/surviving-divorce/. For
information, email Gina Gawienczuk at
gina@sainttims.org.

SALSA SOCIAL
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier
Parkway, will offer a Social Seniors: Salsa
Social Feb. 1 from 10 a.m. to noon, for age
55 and older. The special guest will be
“Dancing with Grace.” Refreshments will be
provided. For information, call (813) 929-
1214.

TEEN ADVISORY BOARD
The New River Library, 34043 State Road
54 in Zephyrhills, will host a Teen Advisory
Board meeting Feb. 1 at 6 p.m., for grades
six to 12. Participants can get volunteer
hours for scholarships and school clubs by
attending. Board members help to plan and
run teen library programs. For information,
call (813) 788-6375.

CIVIL WAR PRESENTATION
The Historic Hernando Preservation
Society will host author Erwin Wunderlich
Feb. 1 at 6:30 p.m., at Brooksville City Hall,
on the topic of “The Civil War in Florida.”
Admission is free. For information, visit
HistoricHernandoPreservationSociety.org.

WRITING SEMINAR
The Lutz Senior Center, 112 First Ave., N.W.,
will host a writing activity Feb. 1 and Feb.
15 at 1 p.m. Participants can learn story
construction, plot and character
development. The new program will take
place every other Thursday. For
information, call (813) 264-3804.

TEEN GAME NIGHT
There will be a teen game night at the Land
O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier Parkway, Feb.
2 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., for ages 12 to 18.
Teens can play new video games and have
free snacks. For information, call (813) 929-
1214.

Z BOOK CLUB
The Zephyrhills Public Library, 5347 Eighth
St., will host the Z Book Club Feb. 2 at 3
p.m., to discuss “Circling the Sun” by Paula
McLain. For information, call (813) 780-
0064.

MOONLIGHT AND IVORY
The 21st annual “Moonlight and Ivory”
concerts, sponsored by the Heritage Arts
Center Association, will be Feb. 3 at the
historic Dade City Woman’s Club, 37922
Palm Ave. There will be a matinee at 2 p.m.,
followed by an art show. Doors open for
the evening performance at 7 p.m., for the
art exhibit, with the concert at 7:30 p.m.
Proceeds will fund the arts in the area,

including two $1,000 scholarships. Tickets
cost $15 for the matinee and $25 for the
evening performance. For information, call
Judy Schaper at (813) 997-4631 or Jean
Johnson at (352) 521-4778.

THE MARKET PLACE
The Market Place at Hibiscus Park in Dade
City will be Feb. 3 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
There will be fresh produce, garden
accessories, home décor, soaps, jewelry,
honey and more. The Vendor of the Month
will be Brookstone Wine from Brooksville.
The event is pet-friendly. For information,
contact Lucy Avila at (352) 424-4972 or
lucyavila707@gmail.com.

DOCUMENT SHREDDING
Pasco County Clerk & Comptroller Paula S.
O’ Neil will host “The Big Shred” Feb. 3 from
10 a.m. to noon (or until the truck is filled),
at the Robert Sumner Judicial Center, 38053
Live Oak Ave., in Dade City. The limit is five
boxes or bags of paper documents per
person. All staples, paper clips and metal
clasps must be removed. For information,
visit PascoClerk.com.

SNOWBIRD PALOOZA
The City of Zephyrhills will host “Snowbird
Palooza” Feb. 3 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., in
Zephyr Park, 38116 Fifth Ave. There will be
free health checks, entertainment, games,
raffles, exhibitors, a card game lounge and
tournaments, karaoke contest, an Elvis
impersonator, recording artist Kris Pierce,
and more. Admission and parking are free.
For information, call Simply Events at (727)
674-1464.

HARRIET TUBMAN STORYTIME
Barnes & Noble, at The Shops at Wiregrass
in Wesley Chapel, will host an “I Am Harriet
Tubman” storytime Feb. 3 at 11 a.m. The
book tells the story of Tubman’s role in the
fight against slavery. For information, call
(813) 907-7739.

HOME EXPO
Wilderness Lake Preserve, 21330
Wilderness Lake Road in Land O’ Lakes, will
host a Community Home Expo Feb. 3 from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will be door prizes;
industry experts in roofing, painting, carpet

cleaning and pool services; and more.
Admission is free. 

HARRY POTTER NIGHT
Barnes & Noble, at The Shops at Wiregrass
in Wesley Chapel, will host a Harry Potter
Book Night Feb. 3 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.,
to celebrate the 20th anniversary of Harry
Potter. Guests can dress as favorite
characters, meet fellow fans, and play trivia,
games and more. For information, call (813)
907-7739.

SUPER BOWL PARTY
Congregation Kol Ami, 3919 Moran Road in
Tampa, will host a Super Bowl viewing
party Feb. 4 at 5:45 p.m., on a 12-foot by 12-
foot big screen. There will be food and
refreshments. Bridge tables will also be set
up. The cost is $8 for adults. Children age 12
and younger are free. To RSVP, email
frontoffice@kolami.org, or call (813) 962-
6338.

HAM & TURKEY DINNER
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 32145 St. Joe
Road in St. Joseph (6 miles west of Dade
City), will host its 55th annual Ham &
Turkey Dinner Feb. 4 from 11:30 a.m. to 2
p.m., dine in or carryout. The cost is $10 for
adults, and $5 for kids age 10 and younger.
For information, call (352) 588-3641.

LEARN TO WRAP TEFILLIN
Congregation Kol Ami, 3919 Moran Road in
Tampa, will host “World Wide Wrap” Feb. 4
at 9:15 a.m., to celebrate the Mitzvah of
Tefillin. Participants can learn how and why
Tefillin (black leather boxes) are wrapped.
There will be bagels and light refreshments.
For information, call (813) 962-6338, or
email execdirector@kolami.org.

JEFFERSON COUNTY PICNIC
The Jefferson County, New York picnic will
take place Feb. 5 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at
the Lions Club, 5728 Dean Dairy Road in
Zephyrhills. Guests should bring a
beverage. Food will be provided. The guest
entertainer is Virgil and Friends
ventriloquist. There also will be door prizes,
raffles, and a roll call of towns. Admission is
$3. For information, call Jim Dashnaw at
(813) 395-6871, or visit JeffPicnic.com.

PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
The Land O’ Lakes Photography Club will
meet Feb. 6 at 7 p.m., at Land O’ Lakes
Heritage Park (formerly the Land O’ Lakes
Community Center), 5401 Land O’ Lakes
Blvd. The topic will be artificial light. All
levels of photographers can attend. For
information, call (813) 838-1473, or email
LandOLakesPhotoClub@gmail.com.

MYSTERY BOOK DISCUSSION
The Hugh Embry Library, 14215 Fourth St.,
in Dade City will host a Mystery Book
Discussion Group Feb. 6 at 2 p.m., to talk
about “As Chimney Sweepers Come to
Dust: A Flavia de Luce Novel,” by Alan
Bradley. New members can attend. For
information, call (352) 567-3576.

GARDEN CLUB
The Land O’ Lakes Garden Club will meet
Feb. 6 at 10:30 a.m., at Land O’ Lakes
Heritage Park (formerly the Land O’ Lakes
Community Center), 5401 Land O’ Lakes
Blvd. There will be a short business
meeting at the center, followed by lunch at
ABC Pizza, 405 Land O’ Lakes Blvd., and
then a tour and presentation at Everlast
Orchids Supplies, 17019 U.S. 41 in Spring
Hill. For information, visit
Facebook.com/lolgcfl/.

CHICKEN LITTLE MUSICAL
The Carrollwood Cultural Center, 4537
Lowell Road in Tampa, will present
“Chicken Little: A Musical Appalachian
Jamboree” Feb. 6 at 10:30 a.m. and 11:45
a.m., Feb. 7 at 10:30 a.m., and Feb. 25 at 2
p.m. The original program will be filled
with mountain music. Admission is $7 for
members, $8 for general admission, and
$28 for a family four-pack. Children age 4
and younger are free, but must still have a
ticket. For information, call (813) 922-
8167.

AFRICAN MUSIC
The Lutz Senior Center, 112 First Ave.,
N.W., will celebrate Black History Month
with live African music Feb. 7 at 1 p.m. The
special guest will be Ward Cox, who will
play African songs on the instrument, the
Kalimba. For information, call (813) 264-
3804.

LUTZ GARDEN CLUB
The Orange Blossom Garden Club of Lutz
will meet Feb. 7 at 10 a.m., at the Lutz
Civic Center, 98 First Ave., N.W. Gil
Sanchez, a member of the Tampa Rose
Club, will present “Antique Roses.”
Members can bring a small rooted cutting
to trade (must be labeled) and a canned
good for the food bank. For information,
visit the club on Facebook.

DANCE USF PERFORMANCE
Hillel Academy will host Dance USF on
Feb. 7 at 11:15 a.m. DanceUSF professor
and choreographer John Parks, and three
dancers, will perform for students and
discuss the art of dance. For information,
call (813) 963-2242.

DEMOCRATIC CLUB
The Land O’ Lakes Democratic Club will
meet Feb. 7 at 6:30 p.m., at Brick City
Eatery, 16540 Pointe Village Drive, Suite
108, in Lutz. The guest speaker will be
Ryan Torrens, candidate for Florida
Attorney General, on the topic of “Our
Number One Issue: Florida’s Addiction
Crisis.” For information,
Facebook.com/LOLDemocraticClub or
MakingPascoBlue.com.

CARROLLWOOD TOASTMASTERS
The Carrollwood Toastmasters will meet
Feb. 7 from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., at the
Jimmie B. Keel Regional Library, 2902 W.
Bearss Ave. Guests are invited. For
information, visit
Carrollwood.toastmastersclubs.org.

Leisure Days quilt show
The quilters of Leisure Days RV Resort, 34533 Leisure Days Drive in Zephyrhills, will host their 13th
annual Quilt Show Feb. 3 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. There will be quilts by individual quilters, wall
hangings, and specialty quilts from family treasures. The cost is $3. For information, call (813)
395-5706.

Farm Fest & Quilt Show
The 28th annual Farm Festival and Quilt Show will take place Feb. 3 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
Feb. 4 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the Pioneer Florida Museum & Village in Dade City. There will
be a show of quilts and clothing, local quilters on display, quilts and supplies for sale, quilt ap-
praisals, a trunk show, cane grinding and syrup making (Saturday), an arts and crafts show,
vendors, children’s activities, an antique car show, live entertainment (Sunday), concessions,
raffle drawing, and a Southern Draft Horse Pulling Competition (Saturday). No pets, coolers,
food or beverages will be allowed. Admission for adults is $10 on Saturday and $5 on Sunday.
Children age 6 to 12 are $5; age 5 and younger are free. For information, visit
PioneerFloridaMuseum.org.
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These graduates have taken a different path to success
By B.C. Manion
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com

One plans to help build ships.
Another wants to work in child care.
Two others plan health care careers.
And, that’s just four of the more than 50

graduates who received their diplomas dur-
ing the 2018 Commencement Ceremony on
Jan. 25 at the Center for the Arts at Wesley
Chapel.

Some had completed their GEDs. Others
had finished the cosmetology program or
Early Childhood Apprenticeship. And, there
were some receiving high school diplomas,
either finishing up credits they needed, or
graduating ahead of their class.

All of the graduates had something in
common: They smiled broadly as they
marched into the auditorium, as members
of the audience clapped and cheered.

This was their moment, and they soaked
it in.

Graduate Hailey Pecora, of Dade City,
plans to enroll at Pasco-Hernando State
College, to pursue a degree in nursing.

Her grandmother, Xandra Erickson, came
from Jacksonville, to share in the moment. 

Her pride was evident. “She has done this
graduation thing at 16. She’s already en-
rolled in college.”

Graduate Sita Ramrattan completed the
Early Childhood Apprenticeship.

Next, the 44-year-old plans to earn her as-
sociate’s degree, at either Saint Leo
University or Pasco-Hernando State College.

Eighteen-year-old Gunter Winkler, of
Zephyrhills, wants to pursue welding, with
the aim of going into shipbuilding.

He was pleased to be moving onto the
next step, and to have his parents, grandpar-
ents and best friend there to help him mark
the accomplishment.

Sandra Vogel, a school counselor for
adult education, simply loves graduation cer-
emonies.

“It gives you a warm feeling because you
know what they’ve gone through to get
here.

“They’ve worked really hard, and we’re
really proud of them,” Vogel said.

Leslie Ruttle, a resource teacher, said that
besides recognizing the graduates, the cere-

mony can serve as a stimulant for others.
“A lot of our students, the way we get

them, it is word of mouth. A relative, or a
friend, or something like that has gone
through the program,” Ruttle said. “We’ll get
some students tonight,” she predicted.
“They’ll come here, and they’ll see other
people have been successful and they’ll
think: ‘I can do it, too.’”

“So many of the students have gone
through trials,” said Wendy Beard, program
manager for adult education. “Now, another
door is opening for them.”

Throughout the auditorium, there were
family members, friends and fellow students
cheering on the graduates.

Ambrose Helms, 17, of Wesley Chapel
had a giant fan club. Roughly 30 people
were expected to come help him celebrate.

“I feel excited because he’s graduating
early,” said Latoya Lovett, his cousin, who
had staked out a place near the front of the
auditorium for Helms’ supporters.

Nicole Robinson was there to support
Olivia Paradilla, a graduate from Land O’
Lakes High.

“She’s my best friend. I know she’ll do
great things,” Robinson said.

Catherine Agovino came to support Niki
Atkins and Danielle Cary, who had complet-
ed their Early Childhood Apprenticeship.
“It’s a big accomplishment,” Agovino said.

Hope Corcoran, who delivered the stu-
dent address, underscored the reality that
high school is not a perfect fit for everyone.

She was born in China, where she was
abandoned, as an infant, on the side of the
road.

She was adopted and attended schools
in Wesley Chapel.

“It didn’t go as I would have liked,”
Corcoran said. “I felt like I didn’t fit in. I was
constantly bullied and teased. I would come
home crying to my mom, and I told her I
didn’t want to go back because I felt so dif-
ferent from the other kids.

“I was made fun of for being overweight
and for having slanted eyes,” she said.

“It got to a point where I ended up en-
rolling into home-school,” she said.

“And, then I found out about the GED
program and that I could finish high school
and get my diploma.

“It was through this program that I met
Miss Linda Rockwell.

“I’m so thankful that I had the opportu-
nity to meet this incredible woman. She
cares about her students and wants to see
them achieve the best future possible,”
Corcoran said.

Along the way, Corcoran said she
learned some lessons.

“I have learned that people drop out for
different reasons. Sometimes bullying.
Sometimes academic reasons and family
struggles. Everyone has their own story.

“Many students feel lost in high school
and don’t know where to begin. There are
so many things that go on, behind the
scenes, that we are unaware of.

“It’s expected that students all learn the
same way, with the same lessons, same
techniques and same books, when that is
simply not the case. High school isn’t for
everyone.

“Some students have jobs, to help sup-
port their families. Or, need to stay home to
take care of them, along with other respon-
sibilities, outside of school that can get in
the way of academic work,” Corcoran said.

“A few nights ago, I was texting Miss
Rockwell and I was telling her I wasn’t sure
what else I should talk about. Her response
was: ‘Talk about how there’s more than one
path to success. How each person chooses
their path. You can talk about how not
everyone has the same definition of suc-
cess, and that getting a GED is just the first
step to success.’”

Corcoran observed: “I couldn’t have said
it better myself.”

B.C. MANION
Sixteen-year-old Hailey Pecora plans to pur-
sue a nursing degree.

Forty-four-year-old Sita Ramrattan celebrat-
ed the completion of her Early Childhood
Apprenticeship.

By B.C. Manion
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com

A circuit court judge has invalidated
school rezoning actions by the Pasco County
School Board for some of the district’s west
schools, citing violations of a public notice
requirement and of the state’s Sunshine Law.

In a ruling dated Jan. 10, Circuit Court
Judge Kimberly Sharpe Byrd determined
that members of the district’s boundary
committee “held discussions on Boundary
Committee business outside of a noticed
public hearing, and when it held breakout
sessions of the middle school and high
school groups.”

The school board also violated a section
of the state’s public notice requirements, ac-
cording to the judge.

The judge’s ruling did not affect any zon-
ings involving schools in other parts of the
county.

In response to Byrd’s findings, Pasco
School Superintendent Kurt Browning held
a news conference to discuss the ruling and
talk about the district’s next steps.

“Our attorneys are currently determining
how to respond to the order,” he said, and It

will be up to the Pasco County School Board
to decide how to proceed.

Meanwhile, Browning gave parents of all
students affected by the invalidated rezoning
the opportunity to choose to return to the
school they were rezoned from, or stay
where they are at, for the rest of the school
year.

Parents had the opportunity, before Jan.
20, to indicate their wishes via a form on the
district’s website.

“Parents who don’t complete the form
will be presumed to want (their student) to
stay in their current school,” Browning said.

“We believe it would be entirely disrup-
tive of us to just literally give parents no
choice, give students no choice and pick
them up out of classrooms, let’s say Friday,
and Monday they start back at Seven Springs
Middle and J.W. Mitchell (High School),”
Browning said.

The vast majority of parents opted to
keep their children at the school they had
been reassigned to attend.

During the news conference, Browning
said the district expects to rezone schools
again before the beginning of the 2018-2019
school year, so it is possible that someone

could choose to leave River Ridge to go
back to J.W. Mitchell, and then be rezoned
back into River Ridge again.

“The same thing could be said of Seven
Springs Middle and River Ridge Middle, as
well,” he said.

It is possible that the upcoming rezoning
on the west side of the district will include
additional schools, Browning said.

That rezoning will be done using the dis-
trict’s new rezoning procedure, Browning
said.

“I eliminated the boundary committee.
The committee was problematic,” Browning
said. “I think this order exposed that there
were opportunities for possible Sunshine vi-
olations, and according to the judge (there
were) four Sunshine violations.”

Besides citing communications outside of
committee meetings, the judge also had a
problem with breakout sessions used.

Individuals could not hear what was
going during them, and there were sidebar
conversations, Browning said.

“It’s problematic. I think If you are going
to be making public decisions, they need to
be made in the public, where people can
hear them and they can participate at the

appropriate time.
“I think this has taught us a lesson. I think

it will send a message to school districts and
county commissions and local governments
across the state,” Browning said.

Under the new rezoning procedure, the
superintendent determines a rezoning is
needed, has proposed boundaries prepared,
takes them to a public workshop and then
takes the final recommendation to the
school board for action.

“It follows the process that the depart-
ment of transportation uses when they go to
site a road,” Browning said.

Browning said he understands that par-
ents don’t want their children to be
rezoned.

“As a parent of two boys that went
through this system, I would not want to be
told that I’m going to have to take my chil-
dren out of Pasco High School, where I went
to school, where my mother went to school
and send them to another school in Pasco
County.

“Fundamentally, it’s aggravating,” he said.
However, the district has to accommo-

date growth and must redraw boundaries to
address school crowding, Browning said.

Rezoning of some west Pasco schools invalid, judge says



HOMES FOR SALE
UPSCALE GATED COMMUNITY OF ASHMONTE, located
within the impressive community of Oakstead. 3
bed/3bath, 2153 sq. ft. pool home. Elegant and
meticulously UPDATED home is an experience to enjoy!
Modern style with light cabinets with granite counter tops
throughout. Stainless steel appliances. The Oakstead
community offers many amenities such as tennis courts,
basketball courts, fitness center, covered playground,
soccer/sports field, nature and hiking trails, large pool
and separate kiddy pool. Conveniently located near
excellent schools, shops, medical facilities, local grocer,
restaurants and major roads. Call Cody at 813-909-0712

GREAT LOCATION OFF LIVINGSTON RD IN LUTZ 3 Bed, 1.5
Bath, 1804 sq. ft. block Home on one Acre. Beautiful
grand oaks provide summer shade. Workshop/utility
shed and car port on property. NO DEED RESTRICTIONS
so bring your RV/Boat and park it on site. It is an
established rental for the serious investor. $179,900.
WOW additional bonus, you can expand and purchase
5.9 acres next door! Call Cody at 813-909-0712

LEXINGTON OAKS WATERFRONT AND GOLF COURSE
home on oversized, fenced lot! 4/3.5, plus office and
bonus room. Call Faith Garcia 813-503-6610 to see this
home today!

CARROLLWOOD GEM 1/1 condo in Carrollwood Village Pine
Lake Gardens Villas. Located close to shopping,
restaurants and grocery stores.  Call Cody at 813-909-0712

BEAUTIFUL CORY LAKE ISLE 2 story home with front
living room with dramatic 2 story view of the staircase.
4bed/3.5 bath. Large family room and formal dining
room. Kitchen with wood cabinets and granite
countertops and breakfast area, and walk-in pantry.
Laundry room. Screened lanai overlooking waterfront
and dock. Newly painted inside and out. New Carpet
upstairs. Cory Lake Isle amenities include a 165 acre
lake for boating, tennis courts, basketball courts,
hockey/skating rink, beach volleyball, playgrounds,
fitness facility, community pool. Guard gated
community.  Call David at 813-932-3264

LEASE RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
SEASONAL 2/2 IN GATED COMMUNITY everything a
senior could ask for!  Lease furniture, 3 cable T.V.’s,
utilities, and telephone service included. Call Faith
Garcia 813-503-6610

LAKE LOTS
LUTZ 2.44 ACRE LAKEFRONT with NO HOA or CDD
includes well, septic and impact!  Call Faith Garcia today.
813-503-6610

SKI LAKE 300’ road frontage & 250’ lakefront. Property
is large enough for 2 homes.  On lakefront with white
sandy bottom. No Deed Restrictions. Call Cody Adams
813-909-0712 

LAKE KEEN JUST NORTH OF SUNSET IN LUTZ .48 acre lot
to build the home of your dreams! Swim, ski, Jet Ski or
fish to your heart content! $134,900 Call Faith Garcia
813-503-6610

GATED 1.66 ACRE WATERFRONT LOT IN ODESSA!
$228,000. Call Rick Tarr 813-245-5507 or Faith Garcia
813-503-6610

VACANT PROPERTY
RARE GEM BUILDABLE LOT IN LAKE PADGETT ESTATES –
Build your dream home or invest for the future with
access to 3 ski lakes, including Lake Padgett. Owners
have access tennis courts, recreation areas and horse
stables. NO CDD. Bonus- A short ride to outlet mall and
choice restaurants!  Call Cody at 813-909-0712

SPRING HILL .51 Acres on Kanawha! Call Phil Tamm 813-
408-1357

CORNER OF LIVINGSTON AND WALLACE IN LUTZ Come
build your dream home with your own private 5.9 acres
with pond. Big Grandfather Oaks surround the property.
$274,900 Call Cody at 813-909-0712

WESLEY CHAPEL 1.65 Acres in Quail Hollow Pines. Call
Phil Tamm 813-408-1357

S.R. 54 – Land O’ Lakes 4+ ACRES.  Call Phil Tamm 813-
408-1357

Russell Adams Realty, Inc.
2502 Land O’ Lakes Blvd.

Corner of Carson Rd. & US 41
949-3603 • www.russelladamsrealty.com

OUR AGENTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

Serving the Pasco area for over 40 years!

Baked Chicken, Stuffed Pepper & Tomato, Gyro, Briam, Mousaka,
Dolmades, Spanakopita, Souvlaki, Large Greek Salad w/Potato Salad

ANY GREEK
ENTREE

Dine In - Take Out - Drive Thru - Catering KIDS EAT FREE ALL DAY MONDAY Dine in only. One child per adult.

VALENTINE’S SAVINGS
WITH THE UBER EATS AND SLICE APPS!

PizzaVillaLOL.com

$2.00 OFF *

*Cannot be combined with other offers. One coupon per ticket/table. Expires 2/28/18.

21501 Village Lakes Center 
Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639

(813) 949-7484

TUESDAY,
THURSDAY

AND SUNDAY

$5.99
SPAGHETTI 
OR PENNE

with one topping

WEDNESDAY
AND

SUNDAY

$10.95
GREEK STYLE

CHICKEN

WEDNESDAY
AND

SUNDAY

$8.95
LASAGNA

$10.95 
with salad
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Thousands turn out for barbecue and blues
By B.C. Manion
bcmanion@lakerlutznews.com

The results are in, and the eighth annual
Pigz in Z’Hills BBQ & Blues Festival drew a
crowd of more than 12,000, according to festi-
val organizers.

The event, held Jan. 20, at the festival
venue at Zephyrhills Municipal Airport, fea-
tured blues music, award-winning barbecue,
and vendors offering goods and services.

The Ed Wright Duo, The Doug South Band,
The Legendary JCs, Chuck Riley’s All-Star
Revue and Someday Honey Entertainers were
the slate of entertainers lined up for the festi-
val.

People set up lawn chairs to listen, while
others danced in front of the Florida Hospital
Pavilion stage.

Dozens of professional and backyard bar-
becue teams competed for prizes and
bragging rights.

Melonie Monson, executive director of The
Greater Zephyrhills Chamber of Commerce,
was enthusiastic about the event’s success.

“It is exciting to say this was our favorite
BBQ yet; our team was amazing. We, at the
chamber, are ecstatic with how everything
came together,” Monson said, in a news re-
lease.

She noted having the event at the same fa-
cility for the second time made it easier to
organize setting up the event, and offered a
simpler layout for festival-goers to navigate.

She also expressed appreciation for the
people who helped pull off the event. About
200 volunteers are involved each year.

“The teams this year were top notch, we
had a variety of concessions who put out
amazing food, the Kidz Zone was a huge hit, I
heard rave reviews of the car show, and the
bands were better than ever,” Monson said. “I
talked to many who traveled far just to hear
our bands,” she added.

As usual, the festival was built around a
Florida BBQ Association-approved barbecue
competition. More than 50 professional and
backyard teams competed in the four stan-
dard categories of chicken, pork, brisket and
ribs.

Professional teams had the added incen-
tive of potentially winning $10,000 in prizes. 

In the professional barbecue division, Hot
Wachulas of Bartow, under head cook Matt
Barber, took top place overall winning $2,000,
plus $700 in individual category awards, not
to mention an unprecedented rare score of a
full 200 points for Ribs.

Swamp Boys of Winter Haven, led by Rug
Bagby, took second place winning $1,500 and
$850 in individual category awards. Both won
trophies as well.

Backyard division winners were 27 South
BBQ of Babson Park, under Danny Sharpless,
in first place, winning a trophy and $200, and
Smokin’ Ain’t EZ of Valrico, taking second
place under Sam Nowakowski, winning a tro-
phy and $100. 

Monson noted that two of the teams re-
ceived a perfect 200 score on their individual
entry, which she said, “I’m told never happens

and is unprecedented. That makes me proud
to know we gave them the right combination
to help them excel.”

The festival was enhanced this year with a
Rock Wall in the Kidz Zone, sponsored by
Suncoast Credit Union.

The car show was run by veteran Ronnie

Setser, and Roy Kesner of Riverview took “Best
of the Best” in early models with a 1937 Ford
3 Window Coupe.

Other highlights included an aviation
showcase, access to the Military History
Museum, and a business expo, the news re-
lease said.

B.C. MANION

People set-
tled in their
lawn chairs
to listen, or
danced in
front of the
stage, as
musicians
entertained
at the festival
dedicated to
blues and
barbecue in
Zephyrhills.

PROFESSIONAL DIVISION
Overall Winners: Hot Wachulas, first place;
Swamp Boys, second place;
GetChewSumBBQ, third place
Chicken: Uncle Toad’s BBQ, first place;
Backyard Bro’s, second place; Hot
Wachulas, third place
Ribs: Hot Wachulas, first place; Swamp Boys,
second place; Sweet Smoke Q, third place
Pork: Pig Chicka Cow Cow, first place;
GetChewSum BBQ, second place; Going
Yard BBQ, third place
Brisket: Swamp Boys, first place; Uncle Toad’s
Competition BBQ, second place; Uncle
Kenny’s BBQ, third place

BACKYARD DIVISION
Overall Winners: 27 South BBQ, first place;
Smokin’ Ain’t EZ, second place; Big Red BBQ,
third place
Chicken: Big Red BBQ, first place; Smokin’
Ain’t EZ, second place; 27 South BBQ, third
place
Ribs: 27 South BBQ, first place; Smokin’ Ain’t
EZ, second place; Papa’s BBQ, third place
Pork: 27 South BBQ, first place; Smokin’ Bros,
second place; Bahr’s Smokin Butts, third
place
Brisket: Smokin’ Bros, first place; Big Red
BBQ, second place; 27 South BBQ, third
place

Barbecue competition results:



INFANT/CHILD CPR
St. Joseph’s Hospital-North, 4211 Van

Dyke Road in Lutz, will offer an infant/child
CPR course Feb. 1 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., in
Garden Classroom A.

Participants can learn to perform CPR
and choking rescue techniques on both in-
fants and children according to American
Heart Association guidelines.

The cost is $40 per person, plus a $10
fee if a completion card is required. 

To pay the additional fee, call (877) 692-
2922.

To register, call (813) 443-2046.

KIDS’ DENTAL DAY
Premier Community Healthcare will

host its third annual Children’s Dental Day
Feb. 2 from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., at three of its

health centers.
If uninsured, free dental services will in-

clude dental screenings, fluoride treatments
and sealants (as needed). There also will be
X-rays and cleanings available.

Most insurance plans will be accepted,
including Medicaid and Florida KidCare.

Participants can take part in activities, re-
freshments and giveaways.

Locations include Dade City Dental
Center, 37944 Pasco Ave.; Spring Hill Family
Health Center, 7551 Forest Oaks Blvd.; and,
New Port Richey Family Health Center,
2114 Seven Springs Blvd.

To schedule an appointment, call (352)
518-2000.

TEEN TALK FOR BOYS
St.  Joseph’s Hospital-North, 4211 Van

Dyke Road in Lutz, will offer “Teen Talk for
Boys” Feb. 2 from 2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., in
Garden Classroom B.

Topics will include puberty’s physical
and emotional changes for ages 10 to 14, as
well as conception, sexuality and absti-
nence for older teens. 

The cost is $35. To register, call (813)
443-2046.

BREAST-FEEDING CLASS
St.  Joseph’s Hospital-North, 4211 Van

Dyke Road in Lutz, will offer a breast-feed-

ing class Feb. 3 from 9 a.m. to noon, in
Garden Classroom A.

The class is for expectant moms and a
support person. Topics will include latching
and positioning, benefits of immediate skin-
to-skin contact, newborn hunger signs, tips
for returning to work, breast-feeding
lifestyles, and when to call a health care
provider or lactation consultant for help.

The cost is $25. To register, call (813)
443-2046.

HANDS-ON CPR
The Heart Institute at Regional Medical

Center Bayonet Point in Hudson will offer a
free community hands-on CPR demonstra-
tion training Feb. 3 from 9 a.m. to noon.
Classes will take place every hour.

Light refreshments will be served. 
All sessions will be at the Rao Musunuru

MD Conference Center. Participants should
use the back entrance at 14108 Glacier
Drive.

To register, call (727) 869-5498 or (888)
741-5119.

ACTIVITY WITHOUT INJURY
Florida Hospital Wesley Chapel will host

a lecture on “Active Adulthood Without
Injury” Feb. 6 at 6:30 p.m., in the Health &
Wellness Center second-floor classroom, in
the Wellness Plaza.

Dr. Barbara Morris will discuss how to
become and remain active, injury-free.

For information and to register, call
(844) 9378, or visit
FHWesleyChapel.org/events.

DIABETES EDUCATION
The Hugh Embry Library, 14215 Fourth

St., in Dade City, will offer a Diabetes
Academy Feb. 6 from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

For information, call (352) 567-3576.

OILS FOR STRESS
Deanna Jacobs will offer a free class on

essential oils for stress and emotional up-
heaval Feb. 6 from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., at
the Living Food Bakery & Café, 38201 10th
Ave., in Zephyrhills.

For information, call (813) 479-7724.

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier

Parkway, will host an Alzheimer’s
Association Caregiver Support Group Feb. 7
at 11 a.m.

Participants can learn about the services
and support available for patients with de-
mentia.

For information, email Phyllis Bross at
pebross@verizon.net.

Proudly Welcoming
Malieri Colon-Rivera, MD, FACOG

Obstetrics and Gynecology of Trinity
is pleased to welcome Dr. Colon-Rivera
to our team of physicians.

Our skilled and friendly team provides
high quality, comprehensive and
personalized medical care for women in
all stages of life. Services include routine
gynecological and pregnancy care,
family planning and surgical procedures. 

Our physicians are especially skilled in
the areas of minimally invasive surgical
procedures, including those utilizing the
daVinci robot.

We are located on the campus of
Medical Center of Trinity, just 15 minutes
west of the Suncoast Expressway on
State Road 54.

Reut Bardach, MD, FACOG

Jenny Buck, MD, FACOG

Nay Hoche, MD

Dr. Colon-Rivera earned her medical
degree from Universidad Autonoma de
Guadalajara, Mexico. Active member of
the Puerto Rico, Florida & American
Medical Associations; American
Congress of Obstetrics and
Gynecology; American College of
Obstetrics and Gynecology. “I want my
patients to know that I care for them,
that I’m part of their team and that their
health & concerns are my priority.”
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10% OFF
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YOUR FIRST

., Suite 102 • Land O Lakes • 813-909-PETS (7387)19445 Shumard Oak Dr
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ro ree clean air circulation.

CA
DOGS . . . . . . . . . . . . starting at $25/night

ATTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . starting at $17/night

Individual play time thr
All boarding includes: 

rooughout the day, Blankets, Stainless steel bowls

CHAIR YOGA
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier

Parkway, will offer a new chair yoga pro-
gram Feb. 8 at 11:30 a.m. 

The fitness goal for the program is to im-
prove balance and increase endurance,
flexibility and range of motion. 

The class is taught in seated and standing
positions. 

Participants should bring water, wear
comfortable clothing, and bring a yoga mat,
towel or blanket if you want to relax on the
floor for the final pose.

For information, call (813) 929-1214.

TAI CHI CLASSES
The Land O’ Lakes Library, 2818 Collier

Parkway, will offer Bonnie’s Tai Chi class
Feb. 8 at 5 p.m., for adults.

The class aims to bring physiological sys-
tems, from digestion, cardiovascular,
respiration, immunity and mental activity to
a higher level in a gentle and low-impact
manner.

Greater flexibility, core stability, im-
proved balance, less fatigue and reduced
stress can aid in the ability to prevent and
deal with issues such as fibromyalgia,
Parkinson’s disease, arthritis, joint replace-
ment, lowering blood pressure, depression,
anxiety and breathing.

A signed liability waiver is required.
For information, all (813) 929-1214.

SERTOMA FAMILY SUPPORT
Sertoma Speech & Hearing Foundation

of Florida will host a free February Family
Support Group meeting Feb. 8 from 6 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m., at the New Port Richey Public
Library, 5939 Main St.

The meeting will have a Valentine’s Day
theme, and will include an informational
speaker and fun activities for the kids.

Virtual attendance will also be available.
Attendees will be entered to win a four-

pack movie ticket bundle. Go to
Facebook.com/SertomaFL and like to page
to be eligible.

To RSVP, call (727) 312-3881, or email
info@familyhearinghelp.org.

HEALTHY EATING
The Zephyrhills Public Library, 5347

Eighth St., will offer “Healthy Eating
Produces Healthy Living,” Feb. 8 from 4 p.m.
to 5:30 p.m.

This is a series of book reports followed
by informative discussions.

For information and to RSVP, call (813)
780-0064.

LIGHTHOUSE AWARDED GRANT
The Lighthouse for the Visually Impaired

and Blind received a grant from the Florida
Medical Clinic Foundation of Caring to
cover the cost of an Independent Skills
Living program to be provided to a group of
up to 10 Pasco County adults and seniors.

The skills program will help those visual-
ly impaired or blind adults and seniors to
acquire the adaptive skills and technical de-
vices needed to live safety in their homes,
care for their families, and take care of their
basic needs.

To learn more about Lighthouse, visit
LVIB.org.

For information on the Foundation of
Caring, visit FMCFoundationOfCaring.org.

FIRST ROBOTIC SPINE CARE
PERFORMED

Regional Medical Center Bayonet Point
performed its first case using the Mazor X
surgical assurance platform, which com-
bines unprecedented pre-operative planning
tools and analytics with intra-operative guid-
ance. The platform improves safety and
efficiency, while giving patients the most ad-
vanced spinal surgery options available.

Dr. Brian Hudson, neurosurgeon, per-
formed the surgery. 

Hudson said, in a release, “As spinal sur-
gery has evolved, more focus has been
placed on minimizing trauma to the body
during surgery and expediting a return to
function through the use of minimally inva-
sive techniques.”

These procedures can mean less pain,
less blood loss, smaller incisions, shorter
hospitalizations and shorter recovery time
for patients.

COURTESY OF FLORIDA HOSPITAL TAMPA

Pirate invasion infuses fun
Moms and babies, and young kids, as well as staff members of Florida Hospital Tampa were
visited by pirates on Jan. 23. The pirates invaded to visit with the patients and hand out
beads to kick off Gasparilla 2018. 

The Laker/Lutz News likes to keep our readers informed about available classes, seminars, lec-
tures and events regarding health and wellness issues. Hospitals, doctors, individual
practitioners and anyone related to the health care industry can submit information, at least
two weeks in advance, to be considered for publication. Photos of events, recognitions and
so on, also are welcome. Submissions should include who, what, where, when, cost, contact in-
formation, identifications for individuals in a photo (unless it is a large group), and a photo
credit. This information should be emailed to news@lakerlutznews.com.



SAINT ANTHONY OPEN HOUSE
Saint Anthony Catholic School, 12155

Joe Hermann Drive in San Antonio, will
have its annual open house Feb. 1 from 9
a.m. to 11 a.m., for kindergarten through
eighth grade.

For information, call (352) 588-3041,
visit StAnthonySchoolFl.org, or email sister-
alice@stanthonyschoolfl.org.

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE
Saint Leo University, 33701 State Road

52 in St. Leo, will host an undergraduate ad-
missions open house Feb. 4 from 10:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Students of all ages can at-
tend with families and friends to learn
about the school’s academic offerings, stu-
dent life, campus involvement, financial aid
and more.

Current high school seniors or students
who are looking to transfer can complete
an application and meet with an admis-
sions counselor during the open house.

Participants that bring official copies of
transcripts and test scores can also be re-
viewed for instant on-site admission into
the university.

For questions or special accommoda-
tions, please contact Saint Leo’s Office 
of Admissions at (352) 588-8283 or 
admissions@saintleo.edu.

DEALERSHIP DONATES 
TO CHEERLEADERS

The Zephyrhills High School Bulldog
Cheerleaders qualified for the Florida
National High School Cheerleading
Championship that will take place at
Disney’s Wide World of Sports in Orlando,
Feb. 9 to Feb. 11. It is the first time the squad
has made it this far in the competition.

Wade Thomas and the Thomas and Son
Inc., dealership have stepped in and donat-
ed $2,000 to cover the cost of registration
for all the cheerleaders.

Thomas has been a supporter of the
ZHS students and athletics department for
years.

Thomas and Son started the “Thomas
and Son Touchdown” at home football
games three years ago, donating $100 to
the Booster Club for every Bulldog touch-
down made during seasonal play.

The company also provides shoes for
the basketball team yearly.

Wade Thomas is also the founder of the
Thomas Promise Foundation, a nonprofit
that battles hunger by providing weekend
lunches to all schools in east Pasco County,
and some in central and west Pasco as
well. 

LOCAL EDUCATORS JOIN BOARD
United Way of Pasco County, committed

to fighting for the health, education and fi-
nancial stability of Pasco residents,
welcomed seven new board members.

Joining the Board of Directors are:
Commissioner Mike Wells, Pasco County
District 4; Michael Aitken, Publix
Supermarkets; Timothy Beard, president,
Pasco-Hernando State College; Christina
Mathis, Gulf Coast North Area Health
Education Center Inc.; John Polisknowski,
HCA Healthcare, Medical Center of Trinity;
Kevin Shibley, Pasco County School
District; and, Stephen Williams, Williams,
Ristoff & Proper.

UNIVERSITY GRADUATES
Two local Odessa students have gradu-

ated from Florida Gulf Coast University: Lea
Mahoney with a Bachelor of Arts from the
College of Education; and, Melissa Hussain
with a Bachelor of Science in nursing from
the Marieb College of Health & Human
Services.

Kritti Batra, also of Odessa, graduated
from Troy University in Alabama with a
Master of Science in counseling and psy-
chology.

DEAN’S LISTS AND HONOR ROLL
Payton Strawser, of Land O’ Lakes,

earned a spot on the fall Dean’s List at
Bethel University’s College of Arts and
Sciences; and, Riley Wood, also of Land O’
Lakes, was named to the Honor Roll at
Bethel’s College of Health Sciences.

The following Lutz students have also
been recognized on the fall Dean’s List for
their respective schools:

• Hunter Desena, Maryville College in
Maryville, Tennessee

• Mariela Deynes Tofani, Emerson
College in Boston, Massachusetts

• Lauren Dobles, Emerson College
• Taylor Trumbetti, University of

Delaware in Newark, Delaware
• Julia Fresne, Furman University in

Greenville, South Carolina
• Jessica Howell, Furman University
• Megan Rizzi, Furman University
• Ashlyn Stevens, Harding University in

Searcy, Arkansas
• Calee Ash, Harding University
• Amanda Meisner, Greensboro College,

Greensboro, North Carolina

2018 Bay Area

Why would you like to go to the Renaissance Festival?________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Name_____________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

City__________________________________________________________ Zip__________________

Phone_______________________________ E-mail______________________________________

For a chance to win, clip and fill out this form, then mail to: Ren Fest Tickets, 
The Laker/Lutz News, PO Box 479, Lutz, FL 33548.
30 winners will be randomly selected on February 14th. Each of the winners will
receive 4 tickets to the Renaissance Festival. Tickets will be mailed to winners. 
Deadline for entry is February 13, 2018. Only one entry per household.

at MOSI

We Love Our Readers!
WIN TICKETS

Winners will be chosen on
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COURTESY OF JOAN MIDGETT

Pilot Club honors ‘top dogs’
The Pilot Club of Zephyrhills recognized the second-quarter Top Dog winners from Stewart
Middle School for academics and leadership roles in their schools. The students honored
were: Jordan Acklin, Katelyn Merle-English, Xavier Salgado, Destini Harden, Noah Paul,
Kamil Mehrab, Patricia Ramirez, Destiny Flummer and Jaylene Herrera.

The Laker/Lutz News likes to keep our
readers informed about news from our
local schools, including
upcoming events,
photos of events,
recognitions and
so on.
Submissions
need to include
who, what,
where, when,
contact infor-
mation, identifications for individuals in
a photo (unless it is a large group), and
a photo credit. Please send your infor-
mation two weeks prior to desired
publication date, and email it to
news@lakerlutznews.com. If you would
like The Laker/Lutz News to consider
coverage of an event, send a request
to the same email.



KATHY STEELE
Sienna Village Office Park was built in 2008. Developers are planning a new office park, off
State Road 54 and Sofia Drive.

•

$
Partial High

expires 2/14/18

($120 value)$95.00
cut & B, Hairr,Tohlight, Toner Blowout

fOf

$1
Full c

$

($130 value)105.00
cut & Blowou, Hairr,

($120 value)$95.00
color

enn, women & childr

ut

www.LakerLutzNews.com January 31, 2018 11A

The Kaufman Institute is a
leader in Femtosecond Laser
Cataract Surgery.
• Laser Precision alternative

to manual hand-held blade.
• More accurate results.
• No discomfort.
• Laser customization to your

eye’s unique structure.

See Better. Live Better.™

S. Kaufman, M.D.
Laser Cataract
Multi-Focal Implants
Glaucoma
Over 85,000 Surgeries

J. Kaufman, M.D.
Laser Cataract
Multi-Focal Implants
LASIK
Cornell Fellowship

Advanced
Laser
Cataract
Surgery

Call to schedule your cataract evaluation.

Also Serving Sun City Center, Bushnell and Wesley ChapelAlso Serving Sun City Center, Bushnell and Zephyrhills

OPEN SATURDAY - 1-855-SEE-BEST
2145 Cypress Ridge Blvd.(on SR 56) Wesley Chapel

www.KaufmanEyeInstitute.com
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Today’s foster parents provide temporary care for 
children, but leave lifelong impressions on their lives.  

Be a Champion for a Tampa Bay Foster Child.  
Become a Foster Parent.

(866) 233-0790  |  FosteringTampaBay.org

Basic Wash • Wash & Wax • Full Detail • Home Pressure Washing Also Available

Keep your car looking great.

Call Curtis for Appointment 813.347.0502

$55.00
WASH 
& WAX
$75 Value

$65.00 
HEADLIGHT

RESTORATION
up to $100 Value

MOBILE DETAILING

The lawsuits are filed against drug dis-
tributors and manufacturers. They allege
that false claims were made about the safety
of opioids, and excessive pill distribution
that amounted to a “public nuisance.”

The lawsuits also allege that distributors
failed to report suspicious orders to the fed-
eral Drug Enforcement Administration, as
required by law.

Any settlement would seek to establish
abatement funds that would be used to re-
coup public dollars spent battling the
opioid crisis.

OPIOID, from page 1A

from the Penny for Pasco program.
The total value of land and buildings for

the 17 parcels adds up to about $14.3 mil-
lion, according to the Pasco County Property
Appraiser’s valuations.

The county has more pressing needs
than buying land of which only 20 percent
is environmentally sensitive, said Pasco
County Commissioner Ron Oakley.

“I would rather see that money go to
properties in other parts of our county that
actually helps flooded areas, and helps a lot
of citizens,” he said.

The late Dr. Crayton Pruitt, a noted heart
surgeon from St. Petersburg bought the
property in 1997 for about $3.1 million. 

Peter Wallace, registered agent for Secret
Promise, made an offer to sell the land to the
county. 

The 11-member advisory committee took
up the matter last summer and requested an
evaluation of the property.

Committee members in November voted
to recommend its placement on the ELAMP
list, and for a negotiated deal to buy part or
all of the property.

The county would be able to buy the
land outright or buy only the development
rights.

The site meets the definition of agricul-
tural reserve land, and includes pastures,
wetlands, pine flatwoods, freshwater marsh-
es, and wildlife habitats.

On a graded scale, it earned 52 out of 80
points, according to the evaluation report.

Moore pressed for an opinion from Keith
Wiley, the county’s interim director for
parks, recreation and natural resources de-
partment.

“I always maintain my neutrality,” Wiley
said. But, he added, “At the least, it’s one of
our lower priorities.”

Years ago, the land was re-zoned for fu-
ture development of single-family homes
and retail, with about 2,000 acres left as
open space.

Currently, there are three small houses on
site, as well as a working cattle barn and two
workshops.

Florida Estates Winery also is located on
site.

Pasco County Commissioner Kathryn
Starkey wondered if the winery owners
would want to remain. She also had con-
cerns about the county’s future plans to
build a road through the property.

“I want to be real cognizant of the road
system,” she said.

If the property were put on the county’s
waiting list, Starkey said that didn’t mean the
county had to purchase it.

“The devil is in the details of the deal,”
she said.

After the vote to keep Secret Promise off
the list, Oakley left the door open for recon-
sideration.

He asked Wiley to come back with new
information, if it puts the land higher on the
ranking scale.

LAND, from page 1A

“She’s been playing since she was a 4- or
5-year-old child. She plays fiddle and banjo.
“She’s really, really talented,” Campbell said.

The Junior Savage Race is back, too, com-
plete with medals for the kids who
complete the course.

This year’s guided tours include a bus
tour, swamp buggy rides, a ride on a
Vietnam-era amphibious supply vehicle, and
camel rides. The bus tour is new.

The event also offers a petting farm,
pony rides, face painting, and entertainment
by Mr. Tommy.

Other acts will include high-wire shows
by Tino Wallenda, of the Flying Wallenda
Family, and a snake show and exhibit by
Jim Mendenhall, a snake handler and ex-
pert.

Lady Kitty will be there, with her birds of
prey; and, Rick and Jan Stratton will provide
a juggling and variety show, with their side-

kick, Snorkel the pig.
He offered these tips for enjoying the ex-

perience. Buy tickets for rides early, wear
hiking boots, and bring lawn chairs and
blankets, to relax on while you listen to the
music.

“The rides were booked solid last year,”
he said. “People just loved going across the
ranch,” he said.

The amphibious vehicle goes across the
ranch and into the lake.

There are plenty of choices for food, and
there’s beer, soda and water.

Admission is free, but parking is $10 for
cars, and $25 for buses and RVs.

Campbell think it’s an event that families
will enjoy.

“You pay for rides, and you pay for food
and you pay to park,” Campbell said, but
everything else is free, he said.

No coolers or pets are allowed. The
event will be held, rain or shine.

For more information, visit
RanchDays.com.

RANCH, from page 1A

By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

Sienna Village, a small office park off State
Road 54, is about to get a companion - Sienna
Village II.

Pasco County commissioners approved a
rezoning for the new office park, which will
be on the southwest corner of State Road 54
and Sofia Drive. It is east of the existing
Sienna Village, and about one-third mile from
the intersection of State Road 54 and U.S. 41.

The rezoning allows up to 150,000
square feet of professional office, and up to
30,000 square feet of commercial. The prop-
erty, including the existing Sienna Village,
covers about 15 acres. The undeveloped por-
tion includes several dilapidated residences.

“Sienna Village I is just a lovely project,”
said Pasco County Commissioner Kathryn
Starkey. “I’m glad to see it (Sienna Village II)
coming here today.”

Businesses in the existing office park in-
clude the Merricks Law Group, Suncoast Skin
Solutions, Lumina Dental, Johns Hopkins All
Children’s Hospital, and Caribbean Mystique-
Massage & Wellness Spa.

Developers want to use Sofia Drive as ac-
cess into the new office park. The roadway is
privately owned, and unpaved, except where
it intersects with State Road 54.

Issues related to Sofia Drive’s ownership
must be worked out, but developers propose
to pave and bring the roadway up to county
standards.

Bus stops also would be accommodated,
if the county makes public transit available
there.

The office park’s proximity to the busy in-
tersection of State Road 54 and U.S. 41 also
could have future impacts on the site, ac-
cording to county records regarding the
rezoning application.

Pasco currently is reviewing recommend-
ed solutions to resolve traffic gridlock at the
intersection, which has about 100,000 vehi-
cles a day passing through it.

A volunteer task force, working on the
county’s Vision 54/56 project, recommended
a variety of options, including elevated lanes,
and a system of at-grade frontage roads.

The county also has requested a study to
determine if an underpass is a practical and
financially viable option.

New Sienna Village
office park approved

Follow @LakerLutzNews on Twitter – www.twitter.com/lakerlutznews
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Your Neighborhood Sports Source

Community SportsCommunity Sports
By Kevin Weiss
kweiss@lakerlutznews.com

Vicky King is perhaps best known
as the longtime head coach of the
powerhouse Land O’ Lakes High
girls soccer team.

After all, the Gators did just secure its
fourth-straight district championship and
fifth-straight 20-plus win season, with sights
now set on another regional title and state fi-
nals appearance.

However, that’s not the only team she
coaches.

King also oversees the high school’s
Unified Special Olympics sports program,
which pairs special needs athletes with
nondisabled peers, or ‘partners.’ Together,
these Land O’ Lakes athletes and partners
compete year-round against other unified
programs across Pasco County and Florida —
in everything from basketball and soccer, to
flag football, bowling, golf and more.

King has done it for more than 30 years,
ever since she took a coaching job at the
high school in the mid-1980s, which came
with the duty of working with athletes with
special needs.

“Every (special needs) athlete appreciates
everything,” explained King, the longest-
tenured and winningest coach in Pasco
County. 

“Whether they win or not, they’ll play as
hard as they can. They don’t argue about the
calls. They just take it for what it is, whereas
the people that are more gifted or more tal-
ented or have everything sometimes take it
for granted.

“It’s just small things, like cheering for the
other team, or sometimes giving up another
basket to someone who’s never scored,” she
said.

Besides coaching the Gators varsity girls
soccer team, King is helping unified athletes
at Land O’ Lakes gear up for the upcoming
Pasco County Summer Games.

Scheduled for Feb. 22 and Feb. 23, at River
Ridge and Wesley Chapel high schools, the
summer games are expected to feature many
of the county’s Special Olympic athletes com-
peting in bocce, cycling, tennis, soccer and
volleyball.

That’s followed by the Area Summer
Games in March and April. First-place finishes
at area meets provides athletes the opportu-
nity to advance to state championships —
something Land O’ Lakes has accomplished
frequently under King’s tutelage.

“We’ve been to state soccer — I can’t re-
member the last time we didn’t go — and

then they’ve been to state basketball the past
two years. A couple of them have gone to
state swimming,” King said.

In Pasco County, there are more than
1,500 Special Olympics athletes and more
than 200 volunteers across 17 offered sports.

The Land O’ Lakes unified program, mean-
while, features 24 coed athletes and nearly 40
partners. 

It’s a solid participation rate based on the
school’s ESE (Exceptional Student Education)
population, King said. 

Andrew Ahearn has been one of King’s
standout unified athletes for several years,
participating in soccer, basketball, flag foot-
ball, bowling, and swimming, among others. 

Ahearn has high-functioning autism and
competes as a 21-year-old senior. 

“Soccer is my favorite sport,” Ahearn said,
noting he likes to run and score goals.

He’s never concerned himself with
medals, or wins and losses. 

Instead, Ahearn prides himself on team-
work and enjoying himself through physical
activity.

“It’s not about winning or losing — it’s
about having fun,” he said. “It ain’t about gold
or medals or anything, it’s about...doing
what’s best for the team.”

“I’ve always been a team player and forev-
er will be a team player,” he added.

Involvement in unified sports helped
Ahearn cultivate countless long-lasting friend-
ships over the years.

“I’ve got a lot of best friends and buddies
in Special Olympics,” Ahearn said, as he rattled
off the names of his Land O’ Lakes team-
mates. “Every athlete that’s a part of (the
team) is my favorite.”

Some of the best memories came in 2015,
when the Land O’ Lakes High School Unified
Special Olympics Soccer journeyed to Los
Angeles for the Special Olympics World
Games. The Land O’ Lakes squad was the lone
representative from the United States in uni-
fied soccer. They earned a bronze medal after
defeating a team from China.

“It was fun,” Ahearn said, enthusiastically.
“We went to the Olympics Village, doing

all kinds of stuff. ...We went to dance, too.
That was my favorite part,” he said.

Basketball is the last sport Ahearn com-
petes in as a member of the Land O’ Lakes
unified team. He’ll advance to the Masters di-
vision of Special Olympics after he turns 22
next month.

“He’s really good. I’m sure people will
want him,” King said. “He’s very focused, hard-
working, wants to do well. He’ll do any
sport.”

According to Special Olympics Florida’s
website, unified programs enable Special

Olympics athletes to not only learn and play
new sports, but also experience meaningful
inclusion. Each athlete is ensured of playing a
valued role on the team. The teams also pro-
vide a forum for positive social interaction.

All participants are of similar age and abili-
ty, and unified teams are constructed to
provide training and competition opportuni-
ties that meaningfully challenge and involve
all athletes. 

Special Olympics sports rules, moreover,
ensure everyone has “a fair and enjoyable
competitive experience.”

Unified sports can also prove to be a re-
warding experience for its volunteer
partners, such as Land O’ Lakes High senior
Kim Guglielmello.

Guglielmello has served as a unified part-
ner for five years, dating back to when she
was a student at Pine View Middle School. 

“Oh, they’re the best,” said Guglielmello,
who assists with basketball. “Just seeing the
joy and excitement they get out of scoring a
point...it’s probably the best experience you
could possibly get.”

January marked the start of a fundraising
campaign called “Light The Torch,” where
Publix and other businesses support local
Special Olympics programs.

For more information, visit
SpecialOlympicsPasco.org.
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CHECK
THIS OUT

Ken Willis, left, and Dave Panno teamed up to win first place after reeling in five bass,
totaling 9.78 pounds during the South Pasco Bassmasters Jan. 20 tournament, at the
Lake Kissimmee Chain of Lakes in Lake Wales. The duo used white chatter baits and
plastic worms to catch their haul. The next tournament is Feb. 17 in Winter Haven. For
information on joining the fishing club, visit SouthPascoBassmasters.com.

COURTESY OF JOHN MEDVID

COURTESY OF SPECIAL OLYMPICS-PASCO COUNTY
Andrew Ahearn, wearing No. 10, is a standout on the Land
O’ Lakes High School unified soccer team. Soccer is his
favorite sport because he likes to run and score goals. 

COURTESY OF EARL BALL
Glenna Earle, left, and Linda Marshman
were inducted into the Florida Shuffleboard
Association Hall of Fame on Jan. 15. They
are members of the Zephyrhills
Shuffleboard Club.

NEW MEMBERS NAMED 
TO HALL OF FAME

Glenna Earle and Linda Marshman, of the
Zephyrhills Shuffleboard Club, have been in-
ducted into the Florida Shuffleboard
Association Hall of Fame for their career
feats. Both were recognized during an in-
duction ceremony on Jan. 15 in Sebring.

Earle has 13 first-place wins at Florida
Shuffleboard Association-sanctioned pro
tournaments and has placed in 75 tourna-
ments, amassing more than 200 points She
started shuffling in 2003 and earned pro sta-
tus in 2008. 

Marshman won the Florida State
Amateur Singles in 2008 and the Florida
National Singles in 2009. She also won first
place in the Tournament of Champions in
2014. More recently, she teamed with Joan
Cook to win the 2017 Florida National
Doubles. Marshman turned pro in 2008. She
teaches shuffleboard to beginners at the
Zephyrhills Shuffleboard Club.

Special Olympics program rewards athletes, volunteers

Heavy hauls!

LOCAL YOUTH EARNS RUNNER-UP
AT USTA TOURNAMENT

Lutz resident Samuel Frizelle placed sec-
ond at the USTA (United States Tennis
Association) Florida Level 3 Boy’s 14 Singles
Championships on Jan. 16, at the Hunter’s
Green Sports Center
in Tampa. Frizelle ad-
vanced to the finals,
before falling in three
sets to Solomon
Giles, of Pembroke
Pines. The tourna-
ment featured more
than 60 players from
across the state.
Frizelle, an eighth-
grade home-school
student, trains at Eric
Dobsha Tennis
Academy at Van Dyke Farms. Tennis
Recruiting Network lists Frizelle as a four-
star prospect, ranking him as the No. 15
player in Florida and No. 119 nationally for
the 2022 recruiting class. 

WOMEN’S SOCCER 
LEAGUE IN TAMPA

Registration is open for the NewAPSL
(Adult Premier Soccer League) 2018 Winter
Ladies Soccer League. The season begins
Feb. 11 and runs for eight weeks. Games are
played between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m., at Benito
Middle School, 10101 Cross Creek Blvd., in
New Tampa.

Costs are $450 per team (of up to 12
players), or $45 for free agents. For more in-
formation, call (813) 610 2278, or email
soccer@newapsl.com.

WATERGRASS ELEMENTARY 5K SET
The Watergrass Elementary 5K for K5 is

Inclusion and acceptance are major tenets of the Unified Special Olympics
Program. Here, the River Ridge and Land O’ Lakes unified basketball teams
share a picture after a recent competitive game. 

Land O’ Lakes High
School varsity girls
soccer coach Vicky
King also runs the
school’s Unified
Special Olympics
Program, which pairs
special needs athletes
with nondisabled part-
ners to compete
across a number of
different sports.

Sam Frizelle

LOCAL SOCCER PLAYER SETS
GOAL-SCORING RECORD

Carrollwood Day
School’s Rachel
Stevenson recently
scored her 33rd goal
of the season, setting a
new school record
across the girls and
boys soccer programs. 

Stevenson, a sen-
ior midfielder, has
scored more than 90
goals across her four-
year varsity career. 

Rachel Stevenson

set for Feb. 17 at 7 a.m., at Watergrass
Elementary School, 32750 Overpass Road in
Wesley Chapel.

The 3.1-mile course starts at the elemen-
tary school and winds through the
Watergrass community. 

Awards will be given to overall top male
and female finishers, and the overall win-
ners of each age group. 

Following the 5K is a one-mile fun run at
8 a.m. 

Cost for the 5K is $25; the fun run is $15.  
Event registration closes on Feb. 9. To

sign up, visit tinyurl.com/yc4njvn7.
For information, email wges5k@gmail.com.
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t may sound like the stuff of dreams,
but there’s a place in Florida where
horses with sunlit manes dance for
sugar cubes, and tourists seeking a
break from glitzier and expensive at-

tractions are welcome to watch.
Herrmann’s Royal Lipizzan stallions have

settled back into their winter home, a 25-
acre ranch in rural Manatee County,
following nearly six months of performances
at fairs and special events throughout the
Northeast.

Now, as they have for more than 50 years,
the stallions will rehearse three days a week
for upcoming shows, until it’s time to go
back on the road in the spring.

A spacious arena at the ranch in Myakka
City is flanked by rows of bleachers to
mimic the venues the horses typically en-
counter on tour. 

Ranch owner and horse trainer Gabriella
“Gabby” Herrmann hopes that Florida visi-
tors will fill those bleachers and help keep
the equine entertainers accustomed to per-
forming in front of an audience. 

“The audience is a very important part of
the training here,” she said. Not only do the
stallions perform better when they hear an
audience applaud, but they also break bad
habits that they pick up on the road.

During formal shows, Herrmann ex-
plained, the trainers don’t correct mistakes.
In the tradition of showmanship, the per-
formance continues, even when a horse fails
to perform the proper maneuver, and some
of the horses learn to take advantage of that.

During the rehearsals in Myakka City,
however, the show stops and trainers repeat
their commands until each horse performs
properly, even though there’s an audience
watching. 

With the exception of costuming, the

Florida Lipizzan rehearsals include the same
performance elements of the touring show,
said Herrmann, who serves as emcee.
Individually and in groups, the stallions
demonstrate the dance-like movements that
have made them famous, accompanied by a
mix of popular tunes and traditional drill
team music.

The show is choreographed anew with
fresh music each year, Herrmann said. But, it
always includes a review of the Lipizzans’
noble origins in Austria; how they were
brought to the United States after a daring
rescue during World War II; some informa-
tion about the care and training they
receive; and, an explanation of their “airs
above the ground” and other maneuvers.

THE LIPIZZAN LEGACY
Lipizzan horses were bred for war during

the 16th century, and many of the kicks and
rearing movements that audiences today
perceive as ballet-like were originally de-
signed to frighten the enemy or even deal a
fatal blow. 

“The stallions themselves were the
weapons,” Herrmann said.

After gunpowder was invented, the battle
role of the Lipizzans diminished, but the
royal Hapsburg family of Austria continued
to favor the breed for its grace, beauty and
athletic ability. 

Later, the performing Lipizzans so cap-
tured the imagination of Gen. George Patton
that he helped rescue the animals from dan-
ger in the final days of World War II, a drama
re-enacted in the 1963 Walt Disney film,
“Miracle of the White Stallions.”

Herrmann’s father and grandfather, both
now deceased, were part of that effort and
were among others who brought the horses
to America and began featuring them in
shows.

Herrmann said after the rehearsal that
her family bought land in Myakka City in
1962 for the Lipizzan breeding and training
program because of the area’s reputation as
the winter home of circus performers.

“The weather is really ideal for us,” she
said. “That’s why we settled here.”

Gabby Herrmann grew up riding the
horses and learning showmanship from her
father. She took the helm of the operation
when her father, Col. Ottomar Herrmann Jr.,
died in 2004. The stables now hold 29 hors-
es, including mares and foals. 

“These horses, they’re like our children,”
Herrmann said, adding that each of the hors-
es has its individual personality. “We’re
allowed to take our time with our horses be-
cause this is not a competition or show
barn.”

During the rehearsal, Herrmann explained
to the audience that training at the ranch de-
pends on a three-pronged reward system for
the animals – carrots, apples or sugar cubes
for a job well done, along with praise from
the trainer and applause from spectators.

As the winter season progresses, there
may be hundreds of people in the stands,
Herrmann said.

About 30 people – some from as far away
as Wisconsin, Ohio and Missouri – found
their way to the ranch for the opening day
of winter rehearsals on Dec. 14. 

Cathy Widen, who splits her time be-

tween Waukesha, Wisconsin, and Orlando,
was there with her friend, Linda Schmit, also
of Waukesha.

Widen said she recently saw an exhibi-
tion of Lipizzan horses in Vienna, Austria, and
she was eager to see an American version.

“They’re just so majestic,” she said. “And,
it’s amazing how well-trained they are.”

Elizabeth Dodge, 15, who lives in south-
ern Missouri, was visiting her grandmother,
Susan Ludwig, a Manatee County resident.
She said she saw the show a few years ago
and described it as “horse ballet.”

“I just love horses,” the teen said. “I think
it’s neat that they’ve been able to keep this
line pure.”

Herrmann’s daughter, Rebecca
McCullough, has joined her mother in the
family business and is a featured performer
in the show. Herrmann’s granddaughter,
Sydney McCullough, 8, is taking her turn in
the show ring this season, putting a rescue
pony, Willie, through his paces.

Herrmann said she is gratified that, after
so many years of opening the rehearsals to
the public, people who visited the ranch as
children often return with their own chil-
dren or grandchildren in tow, wanting to
share a special experience with the next
generation.

In addition to the show, she noted, visi-
tors are welcome to stroll through the barn,
see the stallions in their stalls and enjoy the
beauty of the ranch, where wild turkeys and
deer sometimes make an appearance.

“What brings people out? They know the
history behind these horses,” Herrmann said.
“And, in these times that we live in, it’s a
place where you can still bring a family and
wander around and take your mind off of
what’s going on in the world. To me, it’s just
serenity out here.”

SUSAN GREEN
Gabriella ‘Gabby’ Herrmann, who learned to train Lipizzan horses from her father and grandfather, silently commands her stallion, Argentos, to perform the courbette, a traditional Lipizzan
show movement in which the horse jumps with his hind feet while holding his forelegs tucked in.

Riders, from left to right, Gabriella ‘Gabby’ Herrmann, Brandy Crispin, Kendal Morris and Rebecca McCullough perform equestrian drill maneuvers astride some of the beautiful stallions at
Herrmann’s Royal Lipizzan Ranch.

Herrmann’s Royal
Lipizzan Stallions
WHAT: Herrmann’s Royal Lipizzan Stallions
off-season rehearsals
WHERE: Herrmann’s Royal Lipizzan Ranch,
32755 Singletary Road, Myakka City
WHEN: Thursdays and Fridays at 3 p.m.,
Saturdays at 10 a.m., through April 
COST: $5 donation requested for admis-
sion, optional costs for concession stand
and photos with the stallions
INFO: (914) 322-1501, hlipizzans@aol.com
or HLipizzans.com

Jagger, a 22-month-
old Lipizzan colt born
at Herrmann’s Royal
Lipizzan Ranch, is
introduced to the
audience at opening
rehearsals for the
stallions’ 2018 show
tours. Lipizzans
become white as they
mature, and Jagger is
beginning to show
signs of whitening on
his face. 

Worth
the
Trip
Susan Green
Special to The Laker/Lutz News

Dancing for sugar cubes
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Cats Welcome

w w w. g e n t l e c a r e p e t h o s p i t a l . c o m
Facebook.com/Gentlecare Pet Hospital

SPAY & NEUTER CLINIC:
Call for appointment: (Includes pre-anes-
thetic exam, anesthesia, pain 
& antibiotic pre-medication)

Cat Neuter: $40   
Cat Spay: $50
Dog Neuter: $50-$95*                   
Dog Spay: $60-$120*
*Based on weight

(813) 949-4416
21515 VILLAGE LAKES

SHOPPING CENTER
LAND O’LAKES

(next to Beef O’ Brady’s 
in old Wal-Mart Plaza)

MONDAY-FRIDAY
8 AM - 6 PM

SATURDAY 8 AM - 12 PM

PETS SHOULD BE HEALTHY & NOT
PREGNANT.  MUST BE CURRENT ON
RABIES & DHPP/FVRCP VACCINES.

VACCINES CLINIC:
Monday-Friday 1 - 2 pm
Walk-Ins Welcome. Includes exam 
& economy vaccines. Consult is 
add’l $30 on request.

• Rabies 1 yr  $15.00
• Feline Leukemia 2 yr  $25.00
• Feline Distemper Combo 3 yr  $30.00
• Rabies 3 yr  $30.00
• Canine Distemper Combo 3 yr  $30.00
• Bordetella/Kennel Cough  $18.00
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Peter can be your new friend
Peter is an orange domestic shorthair that recently came to the shelter. He
likes to greet people at the door of his cage and loves to have his face
scratched. 

A mammal like no ‘otter’
Anne Lessi, of Land O’ Lakes, came across this otter while walking her dog. 

LLOOCCAALL  WWIILLDDLLIIFFEE

PET PAWS

If you would like to adopt Ace or Peter, be sure to
visit Pasco County Animal Services at 19640
Dogpatch Lane in Land O’ Lakes. The adoption cen-
ter is open Tuesday through Saturday, noon to 6:30
p.m. All adoption fees include spay/neuter,
microchip and vaccines. For more information, email
adoptionpartners@pascocountyfl.net.

HUMANE SOCIETY SUFFERS FIRE
The Humane Society of Pasco County,

14949 Harmon Drive in Spring Hill, is a vol-
unteer-based animal shelter that has been
finding homes for animals in Pasco County
since 1982. 

The shelter is a bright and friendly envi-
ronment, and ensures animals receive the
attention they need.

The cats, kittens, puppies and animals re-
ceiving medical care are housed in a trailer.
The trailer had undergone many renova-
tions over the years, and was always in the
process of being improved and expanded,
to meet the increasing need for space and
resources. However, the trailer has now
reached a point beyond repair. 

On Dec. 10, during a cold snap, the
heater in the trailer caught fire. No animals
were harmed.

The society receives no government or
county funding. It is self-sustained and rarely
puts out a plea for help. But now, a new
building is needed to ensure the safety of
the animals.

The humane society is looking for a sim-
ple and safe environment for the animals
while they wait for their forever families. 

To see how you can help, visit
GoFundMe.com/humanesocietyofpascocounty.

CINDY’S PETS 
STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL

Cindy’s Pets, a volunteer-run nonprofit
that provides pet food to senior citizens in
the Pasco County Meals on Wheels pro-
gram, will host a Strawberry Festival Feb. 17
in downtown New Port Richey, at the
Community Congregational Church. The fes-
tival will celebrate pets in the community.

Monthly, Cindy’s Pets feeds about 400
pets, including dogs, cats and birds; delivers
about 1,850 pounds of pet food to Pasco
County seniors; and, purchases $2,000 of
food to feed the seniors’ pets.

This annual fundraiser helps provide
meals to senior’s pets for an entire year.

The event will include strawberries and
strawberry shortcake, a dog walk with fun
obstacles for pets, a dog show, vendors,
food, raffle and a kids’ zone.

Sponsorship opportunities are available.
For information, visit CindysPets.org, or

email CPStrawberryFestival@gmail.com.

ADOPTION EVENTS
Pasco County Animal Services’ Tail Wagon

will host these adoption events:
• Feb. 17 from noon to 6:30 p.m., at the

shelter, 19640 Dogpatch Lane in Land O’
Lakes

• Feb. 24 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Rural
King, 7422 Gall Blvd., in Zephyrhills

For information, call (813) 929-1212 or
visit PascoCountyFl.net/pas.

SHARE YOUR PET NEWS
If you have pet news about adoptions,

walks or other events for pet owners and
their pets, you can let us know by sending
us an email. We just need the basics: who,
what, when, where and why.

The information should be submitted
two weeks prior to the desired publication
date. We also need a contact name and num-
ber, in case we have questions.

There is no guarantee of publication, but
we consider each item we receive. 

If you’d like to make a submission, send
it to news@lakerlutznews.com.

Ace likes the young and the old
Ace is a 7-year-old man that came to the shelter last October. He is heart-
worm negative, neutered, microchipped, vaccinated and ready to go
home. Ace would love to have your pet do a meet-and-greet. He seems to
be OK with cats, but slow introductions are always recommended. Ace does
amazingly well in the community, and is the perfect mix of an active family
member and a family member who knows when to take it slow, too. Ace has
been working on his basic obedience skills.

PUT YOUR PET 
IN THE SPOTLIGHT!

We are looking for photos and information on your favorite pet. 
Include in your short story your pet’s name, age, and breed. 

Don’t forget to include the owner’s name and city of residence!

Send photo and information to:

The LAKER/Lutz NEWS
Email to: mrathman@lakerlutznews.com, SUBJECT: Pet of the Week

Mail to: Pet of the Week, c/o The Laker, P.O. Box 479, Lutz, FL 33548



• Hoffman Challenge Quilt Collection
• Show of Dolls, Quilts & Clothing
• Local Quilters on Display
• Quilts & Supplies Sale
• Quilt Appraisal & Trunk Show
• Cane Grinding & Syrup Making – Sat.
• Arts & Crafts Show – Traditional Crafts
• Festival Vendors/Concession Stand 
• Children’s Activities

1 mile north of downtown Dade City off US Hwy
301 at 15602 Pioneer Museum Road 33523

352-567-0262
www.pioneerfloridamuseum.org

No coolers, food or beveragesallowed.

NO 
PETS

ALLOWED.
(Service 

animals only)

ADMISSION:
SAT: ADULTS $10 • SUN: ADULTS $5
SAT & SUN: CHILDREN (5 TO 12) $5

Southern Draft Horse 
Pulling Competition

SATURDAY ONLY 12 NOON

Saturday, February 3, 9-4

Sunday, February 4, 10-4RAFFLEDRAWING FOR QUILT!Quilt Donatedby: Jane Hancocock

28th ANNUAL

(under 5 free)

Send us a picture and information on your favorite pet!
Write a short paragraph about why your pet is special along with a photo and 

mail to: Pet of the Week, c/o The Laker, P.O. Box 479, Lutz, FL 33548
or email to mrathman@lakerlutznews.com, ATTN: Pet of the Week

PLEASE NOTE: OWNERS NAME AND ADDRESS MUST BE INCLUDED 
FOR YOUR PET TO BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION.

Sampson is a bundle of joy
Sampson is an 11-week-old chocolate cocker spaniel with green eyes. He loves
to run, play and cuddle. Sampson’s proud mama is Melanie Zonfrillo, of Lutz.

www.LakerLutzNews.com January 31, 2018 3B
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www.bernierdental.com

PLEASE CALL FOR YOUR
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

813-601-1122
Evening and weekend 

appointments available.
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbursed for a payment for any other service, examination or 
treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for free, discounted fee, or the reduced fee, service, examination or treatment.

5420 Land O’ Lakes Blvd, Suite 103 • 813-601-1122

Let us give you something to

Smile about

Cleaning, exam, consultation
and all necessary x-rays
ADA D1110, D0210, D0150

NEW PATIENT
EXPERIENCE

$9900

*New patients only. Not valid with any other offers 
or insurance. Does not include periodontal therapy.

Limited time only.

*

EXPIRES 2/28/18

TheLAKER / LutzNEWS

Works for Me!

TheLAKER / LutzNEWS
Community News Publications

813.909.2800 • www.lakerlutznews.com

“I've advertised my dental practice in The Laker every week since we
opened our practice in 2012. Five years later, we continue to get new
patients from our ads. The Laker is our top referral source, and has been
a great way to build continuous awareness about our practice."

Dr. Brian Bernier, DDS
Bernier Dental, Land O' Lakes

5420 Land O’ Lakes Blvd, Suite 103
813-601-1122 • www.bernierdental.com



VISTRA ACQUIRES 
MARKETING ASSOCIATES

Vistra Communications LLC, with two
offices in Lutz, acquired Tampa-based
Marketing Associates USA, according to a
news release from Vistra.

Marketing Associates is an award-winning
marketing, promotional and branding agency
specializing in strategies and services for
major corporations and federal agencies.

Vistra, with headquarters in Tampa,
serves corporate, government and nonprof-
it clients. Two of its offices are in Lutz, at
15961 N. Florida Ave., Suite C, and 18315
U.S. 41.

“This acquisition is part of our long-
term strategy of growing our large
corporate client portfolio, while extending
our government services,” Brian Butler,
Vistra president and chief operating officer,
said in the release.

The merger became effective Jan. 2 on
the 40th anniversary of the founding of
Marketing Associates by Jeff Darrey, the
company’s president.

Marketing Associates USA has been re-
named Marketing Associates – A Division of
Vistra. Marketing Associates staff members
now are Vistra team members.

Butler and Darrey met while discussing
their shared interest in Trinity Cafe, a non-
profit restaurant in Tampa that has served
more than 1.3 million meals to the home-
less.

Darrey is chairman of Trinity Café’s
board, and its founding director.

Butler founded Vistra in 2007 after serv-
ing in the United States Army. His agency
has about 70 employees.

Vistra was the 2016 Greater Tampa
Chamber of Commerce’s Small Business of
the Year in the 21-50 employee category.

OPTIMAL PERFORMANCE
Optimal Performance & Physical

Therapies is a new clinic in Wesley Chapel,
at 26830 Ridgebrook Drive, Unit 102.

Office hours are Monday and
Wednesday, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Tuesday
and Thursday, from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The clinic’s services include injury reha-
bilitation, sports medicine/sports injury
rehabilitation, joint replacement rehabilita-
tion, pre/post operative physical therapy,
and sports specific strength and condition-
ing programs.

Staff members are Clinic Manager Paul
Frizelle and physical therapist Julie
Tellefsen.

Optimal Performance is a private physi-
cal and occupational therapist-owned
group of outpatient rehabilitation clinics.

The company operates 13 facilities in the
Tampa Bay area, with patients from Pasco,
Hillsborough and Pinellas counties.

For information, call (813) 345-4915, or
visit TheOPPT.com.

WOMEN-N-CHARGE
Join Women-n-Charge Feb. 2 from 11:15

a.m. to 1 p.m., at Pebble Creek Club, 10550
Regents Park Drive in New Tampa.

The women share talents and resources,
and build relationships with other women
in business.

Guest speaker will be Liza Marie Garcia,
of NOW SC PRESS, who will talk about
“Perfecting Your Pitch.”

Please note the new costs are $15 for
members and $18 for guests who RSVP by
Tuesday prior to the meeting. Afterward,
the cost is $20 for members and $23 for
guests.

Register at Women-n-charge.com/meet-
ings/.

For information, call (813) 600-9848, or
email info@women-n-charge.com.

NETWORKING BREAKFAST
The Wednesday Morning Network

Group will meet Feb. 7 at 7:30 a.m., at
Hungry Harry’s Family Bar-B-Que, at 3116
Land O’ Lakes Blvd., in Land O’ Lakes.

Each attendee will be able to present a
30-second pitch. The cost is $7 for mem-
bers, if preregistered by Feb. 1; or $10 for
members and non-members at the door.

You can egister online at
CentralPascoChamber.com.

For more information, please call the

chamber at (813) 909-2722, or email 
office@centralpascochamber.com.

BNI BREAKFAST
Business Network International, or BNI,

will have a kick-off breakfast for the new
Land O’ Lakes chapter Feb. 7 from 7:30
a.m. to 9 a.m., at Plantation Palms Golf
Club, 23253 Plantation Palms Blvd., in Land
O’ Lakes.

BNI is a networking organization with
more than 8,000 chapters worldwide.

The kick-off breakfast is an opportunity
for the area business community to find
out about BNI.

Seating is limited.
For information and to RSVP, call Joey

Zani at (813) 948-3584.

NORTH TAMPA LUNCHEON
The North Tampa Chamber of

Commerce will have its February 2018
Momentum Thursday on Feb. 8 from 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m., at St. Joseph’s John Knox
Village, at 4100 E. Fletcher Ave., in Tampa.

Guest speaker will be Clinton W.
Babcock of Sandler Training.

For early bird registration, RSVP online
with credit card or to the chamber office at
Contact@NorthTampaChamber.com by 5
p.m., Feb. 7, at the discounted rate of $15
(whether you eat or not).

After that date, the cost is $20 (whether
you eat or not), payable at the door by
cash, check or credit card.

For more information, please call the
chamber at (813) 563-0180, or visit
NorthTampaChamber.com.

CLEANING SERVICE

Bella Casa
Cleaning Service
Commercial & Residental Cleaning

Cleaning done by Owner
• Free Estimates 
• No Contracts Required 
• Bonded 35 yrs experience 
• Open 24hrs/7 Days a week 
• Licensed & Insured

20%
OFF

First
Time

Cleaning
Must present coupon.

Not to be 
combined with any

other offers.
727.485.5736

727.372.1072

Support your local small businesses!

LOCAL & FAMILY
OWNED & OPERATED

CALL TODAY,
FIXED TODAY.

813-990-0561

CORNERSTONEPROS.COM
We accept credit cards & 100% financing

#EC0001103 Electrical      #CAC1816647 AC      #CFC1428982 Plumbing

ELECTRICAL

CN1

• Electrical Panel upgrades • Electrical Circuit and wiring
• Ceiling Fan and Lighting Installation • LED Lighting • Surge Protection 

• Electrical Safety Inspections • Whole Home Maintenance Plans

Electrical 
Service

CN1 CN1

$50 OFF Panel
Upgrade 

*Must present coupon at time of 
service. Can not combine with other

coupons. Exp. 2-28-18.

$30 OFF Whole
Home Surge Protector

*Must present coupon at time of 
service. Can not combine with other

coupons. Exp. 2-28-18.

Air Conditioning • Plumbing • Electrical

TM

2012-2016

GARAGE DOORS

813-447-3874
www.TrinityGarageDoorService.com

"A Christian Company"       Deuteronomy 6:5

SPRINGREPLACEMENT– LIFETIMEWARRANTY

Licensed - Bonded - Insured • Lic# GDI-09484

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 
& NEW INSTALLS

AIR CONDITIONING

813-990-0561

CORNERSTONEPROS.COM

Air Conditioning • Plumbing • Electrical

LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Everything you ever wanted for home cooling
YES, EVERYTHING!

The Cornerstone difference isn't just in our same-day, 24/7,
family-friendly, nationally-accredited, above-and-beyond-
awesome cooling services. It's knowing that spectacular

comes standard. Call or vIsIT and see!

CN1 CN1

$39.95

A/C TUNE-UP
INCLUDES 6 MONTH GUARANTEE
*Must present coupon at time of 

service. Can not combine with other
coupons. Exp. 2-28-18.

1lb FREE Freon
With purchase of 5lbs

or more 
Minimum purchase of 5lbs required

Exp. 2-28-18.

We accept credit cards & 100% financing
#CAC1816647 AC      #CFC1428982 Plumbing     #EC0001103 Electrical2012-2016

TM

CLEANING

Licensed, bonded, and insured
Guaranteed satisfied

KERZNER KLEANING
Leaving houses klean and �esh

Julia Kerzner
Owner

813-401-1633
jbabes101@gmail.com

20% off*

first clean
ing

*new customers

AIR CONDITIONING

e

ALUMIN

STEVE’S ALUMINUM &
rrALL YrF“Foor Yoour Screeening N

• Pool Enclosures
• Sunrooms
• Screen Rooms
• Glass Rooms
• Rescreening

recttFrreee Estiimatees • Liceensedd & Insureed

s.”ddee

NUM

& SCREENING, LLC
”

&

727-847-6216

Best in Small BusinessBest in Small Business
813-909-2800 • classifieds@lakerlutznews.com

More Neighborhoods
More Customers

Best in Small Business Directory

64,538 READERS
Ads begin at just $40/wk

The LAKER / Lutz NEWS
(813) 909-2800

CALL
 TO

DAY TO GROW YOUR
BUSINESS

813-909-2800
TheLAKER / LutzNEWS

GET
FEATURED
in Best in Small Business

CLEANING SERVICE

MOVE-INS OR OUTS
WEEKLY & BI-WEEKLY

30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

10% OFF
FOR NEW CLIENTS

Lady L
CLEANING

SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

SERVING TAMPA BAY AREA, LUTZ, 
LAND O’ LAKES & WESLEY CHAPEL

8 1 3 - 2 6 3 - 7 9 6 6

Lady L
DRYWALL SPECIALIST

Call Ron 813-784-5999

DRYWALL SPECIALIST
NOT A HANDYMAN

Repairing water damaged ceilings & walls. 
Retexturing, Popcorn removal, Room Additions.
Cracks, holes, plaster, stucco repair & PAINTING.
FREE ESTIMATES • AFFORDABLE, QUALITY WORK

Now Accept ing  Cred i t  Cards  •  S ta te  Cer t i f i ed   SCC13 1 149699 •  We Keep Appointment s

www.LakerLutzNews.com4B January 31, 2018

Send business news to 
news@lakerlutznews.com

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/thelakerlutznews



&CONCRETE
CHIP

surface

CO

Concrete R
VERSAPA& BRICK P

SEALP
ONCRETE

cing & Decorative Stains

TTFEA

Experience makes
S
L

s ojectence in your construction prfer

of the week
TURED BUSIN

s all the dif

one.
knowledge can

ee
p builders have

Paving &
da thir

. My

NESS

d on time. W

’t neglect your br

*Must present coupon at time
or fExtra 5% OFF

WITH THIS AD

Don

, Sear,eInstallation, R
surfaceConcrete, R

pair

15% O
SERVICE!
PROMPT

ES!TAT
FREE 

e of contract
seniors!
!

rick and concrete driveway

aling, Staining, & Maintenanc

ESTIMA

cing & Decorative Stains

OFF

813-358-2980 • chi
Morris Herrin, Own

encferf
know the ins and 
used to help launc

ovete has prConcr
generation paving
Grandfather starte
Experience makes

make the dif

y!

c
s

ipsealinc@yahoo.com
ner

oject and a costly oce between a successful pr
outs of construction like no one else, and our k

ojects, keep them under budget, andch their pr
vided construction consulting services that top

e than 25 years, Chip Sealg company!  For mor
e ed in the Paving business in 1955., and we ar

oject.ence in your construction prfers all the dif

p

g y

chipsea
813-35

y

alinc.com
58-2980

Call Rachel at 8

y

m Call Rachel at 8
0

813 909 2800 to find out how your business ca

EWSNELutz/AKERLThe
classifieds@lakerlutznews.com    

N
813-909-2800 to find out how your business caan be featuredan be featured. 

ON THE LEVEL, INC.

Residential Contractor
Remodels • Additions • New Construction • Repair

HONEST & DEPENDABLE • REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Bonded • Licensed • Insured • Lic# CRC1328640

Call Dan or Joi for all your home repairs

813.205.7190

HANDYMAN/CONTRACTOR

Best in Small BusinessBest in Small Business
813-909-2800 • classifieds@lakerlutznews.com

TRAVEL AGENT

Terri Williamson
Referring 
Travel Agent

813-416-6251
breezewaytravel.com • breezewaytravel@yahoo.com

Big Trips, Small Trips, Groups, 
Family Reunions, Team Travel.
TRIPS BY LAND, AIR, OR SEA!

you name it !

ELECTRIC SERVICE

30 yrs. Experience / Quality Work / Free Estimates

813-973-1141

Residential / Commercial
WESLEY CHAPEL ELECTRIC

Licensed
(#EC13005404)

and Insured

w w w . W e s l e y C h a p e l E l e c t r i c . n e t

• Service Upgrade • Remodeling
• Generator – Transfer Switch 

Hook-up Special

813-909-2800
TheLAKER / LutzNEWS

advertising 
WORKS
in Best in Small Business

PLUMBING

PEST CONTROL

www.nvirotect.com

Proud to be locally owned & operated

First Green Certified Indoor
Pest Control Service FREE!

UP TO $150.00 VALUE*

Green Pest Control

Residential

Commercial

Wildlife Trapping

Rodent Management

Termite Prevention

Entry Point Repair Services

Lawn & Shrub Care

It's Time to Go GREEN

*SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY*SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY

PLUMBING 
EXPERTISE 
INCLUDES:

• Fixture installation
• Plumbing repairs
• Whole home re-piping
• Hot water heaters & 
tankless gas water heaters

• Drain cleaning
• Plumbing inspections
• Backflow prevention
• Water purification
Plumbing maintenance 
agreements

PLUMBING

$75.00 OFF
Water 
Heater

Installation

FREE WATER
QUALITY TEST
Plus save up to $400
on a complete water

treatment system
*Plumbing only. Must present coupons at time of 

service. Limited time only. Exp. 2-28-18. C
N

1

Air Conditioning • Plumbing • Electrical

TM

2012-2016

CORNERSTONEPROS.COM
LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

We accept credit cards & 100% financing 
#CFC1428982 Plumbing     

#CAC1816647 AC     #EC0001103 Electrical813-990-0561

WHAT DOES A SPECTACULAR
PLUMBING SERVICE LOOK LIKE?

• Fully Capable Service, 24/7
• Free Second Opinions & Estimates
• Fast, Same-Day
• Friendly, Family-Owned
• Fair On Budget

PRINTERS

Repair and Maintenance
• Printers • Copiers 

• Fax Machines
All Major brands • 24 hr responses

We sell re-manufactured
printers and fax machines

813-748-4354
20 years experience

PRESSURE WASHING

LICENSED & INSURED
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

• Low Pressure Home & Roof Cleaning
• Driveways & Walkways/Gutters
• Vinyl Fences/Painting
• Pool Deck & Screen Enclosures
• Pool Deck Painting & Coating

VOTED #1 PRESSURE WASHER!

PRESSURE WASHING 
& PAVER CLEANING/SEALING

FREE
ESTIMATES!

CALL TODAY!

8 1 3 - 8 9 2 - 0 7 3 8

Tampa Bay Pro
PRESSURE WASHING, LLC

SCREENING

813-977-0066

ROOFING

CARL MARTIN
ROOFING
specializing in roof repair

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1972
Guaranteed Roof Repairs • 100% Financing

licensed • bonded • insured 
CCC 1325565

FREE
Estimates

PLUMBING

ANYTIME PLUMBING
OF CENTRAL FLORIDA, INC.

Lic # CFC1425923 • Bonded/Insured

• 24 /7/365
• No Overtime
• Flat Rate Pricing
• Hydro-Jetting
• Re-Pipes 

Pasco/Pinellas (727) 822-1742
Hillsborough (813) 792-2264

Fax (813) 929-6972

• Slab Leak Repair
• Sewer Replacement
• Drain Cleaning & Repairs 
• Backflow Repair
• Sewer Inspection

FREE ESTIMATES
www.PlumbingAnytime.com

FREE
SERVICE CALL

with this ad

Expires 2/28/18

$30 off
ANY REPAIR
with this ad

Expires 2/28/18

TREE SERVICE

813-265-3224

Certified Arborist • Lic & Work Comp Insured

FREE
ESTIMATES

TREE REMOVAL • TREE TRIMMING • STUMP GRINDING
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*NOW THRU 1/31/18.  NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY, WHO HAVE NOT RUN IN THE PAST 13 WEEKS.

CALL RACHEL TODAY, 

(813) 909-2800
rthompson@lakerlutznews.com

The LAKER / Lutz NEWS

Buy 6 weeks in The Best in
Small Business Directory, and

GET FEATURED for FREE!*

www.LakerLutzNews.com January 31, 2018 5B



YOU NEED IT.
WE’VE GOT IT.

TheLaker / LutzNews

Classifieds   813-909-2800

ADOPTIONS

BIG TYPE.
EASY READ. FAST RESULTS.Call

Classifieds
813-909-2800

G A M E  PA G E  A N S W E R S

We are on the lookout for talented, goal-oriented
sales agents with a passion for helping local
businesses succeed.

If you are outgoing, confident, and have
telemarketing, customer service, or general sales
experience, this job is for you! Flexible work
schedule. Work full-time or part-time. Training
provided. Base salary plus commission – earn as
much as you like!

Seeking Motivated Professionals

TO JOIN SALES TEAM

If you’d like to join our team, submit resume to Anne Kibbe

akibbe@lakerlutznews.com

3632 Land O’ Lakes Blvd, Ste. 101, Land O’ Lakes, FL 
lakerlutznews.com • 813-909-2800

813-909-2800 • classifieds@lakerlutznews.com
ClassifiedsClassifieds

MORE THAN 68,000 READERS PER WEEK!

CLASSIFIED RATES
Liner Ads  . . . . . . . . . starting at $50 per week

Display Ads  . . . . . . . starting at $70 per week

FREE ‘GARAGE SALE’ ADS FOR PRIVATE PARTIES

BUY 3 WEEKS GET 1 FREE!

To place your ad...

call: 813-909-2800 or fax: 813-909-2802
email: classifieds@lakerlutznews.com

DEADLINE: FRIDAY, 12 NOON

Get 3 lines of text FREE • Additional lines just $4 each
No commercial ads, based on space availability • Free ads WILL NOT be accepted by phone

COMMUNITY SALES ADS START AT $24

Backed by American Standard’s 140 years of experience
Ultra low entry for easy entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND installation, INCLUDING 
labor backed by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating massage

Discover the world’s
best walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard
Walk-In Tubs are Your best choice

Includes FREE American Standard Right Height Toilet 
Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Trusted Professional 
Installation with 

Best Lifetime 
Warranty!

®

A+ RATED

1

3
2

4

5

$1,500 in Savings 
INCLUDES a FREE 

American Standard 
Toilet

$1,500SAVINGS

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe
Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be first time purchaser. See www.walkintubs.
americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information.   CSLB B982796; Suff olk
NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

855-676-1571

$27
Special limited

time offer!

ONLY

99*

Call 1-877-256-1462 to Order Item 2693X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/J19111

Only $27.99 plus $5.99 shipping & processing.
Satisfaction completely guaranteed.   IC:  8SW-J911

Hale Honeybells
The once a year citrus sensation!

Buy 12 get 12 more piecesFREE!

FREE GARAGE
SALE ADS!

3 lines of text,with 
35 characters and spaces 

per line, FOR FREE*!
Call Rachel at 813.909.2800

Ask about discounts for community
garage sales & display ads!

*Private parties only

LOST CAT!!!
Rocky is a 1.5 year old Siamese mix. 
He was last seen on Wistful Yearn Dr. 

in Connerton on Tuesday night. 

He has a white coat with a tan patch on
his rear, a white and tan striped tail, tan
ears, and blue eyes. If seen, he usually

responds to the flicking of a can tab. 
He is an indoor cat that is fixed and 

microchipped. Please return him to his
owners, who miss him terribly! Any info,

please call or text 813-690-2779. 

LUTZ GIGANTIC CHURCH 
RUMMAGE SALE

Saturday, Feb. 3rd, 7 am to Noon.  
Antiques, clothing, purses, shoes, small 
appliances, luggage, toys, tools, bikes,

household, lamps, Christmas items,
electronics, CDs, yard tools, books, silk
flowers, linens, bedding, pillows, rugs,

jewelry, picture frames.  
EVERYTHING 25¢ unless marked. 

Separate boutique.  Lunch available. 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 

20735 Leonard Rd., Lutz, 
(1 block S. of SR 54 off Hwy. 41).  

813-949-7173 5488 Land O’Lakes Blvd.
Land O’Lakes, FL. 34639

813-803-4515

WE’VE MOVED!

Come by & check out the new office!

Dr. Kevin Smith of Infinity Eye Care
Center, would like to announce 

the new office address.

In accordance with FL statute
63.212(1)(g), only attorneys
licensed to practice law in

Florida and Florida licensed
adoption entities may legally

provide adoption services
under state law.

$$HELP WANTED$$$ EARN Extra
income assembling CD cases from
Home. CALL OUR LIVE OPERATORS
NOW! 1-800-405-7619 EXT 320 
www.easywork-greatpay.com (z)

YOU OR A loved one have an addic-
tion? Very private and Confidential Inpa-
tient care. Call NOW for immediate help!
800-756-1363 (z)

CALL EMPIRE TODAYÂ® to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 1-800-214-0166 (z)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money
back guaranteed! 1- 800-726-2194 (z)

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE TO SELL PERSONAL PROP-
ERTY OF FORMER MIAMI BEACH
REAL ESTATE DEVELOPER THOMAS
KRAMER AT PUBLIC SALE ON 
FEBRUARY 14.
The Sheriff’s Sale will take place
Wednesday, February 14, 2018 at 11 
A.M. at the Miami-Dade County Sheriff’s
Office, 60l NW 1 Court, 9th Floor, Miami,
FL. Inspection: Tues, February 13, 2018
from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. at two 
locations: 4 Star Island Drive and 5 Star
Island Drive, Miami Beach, FL 33139.
Exceptional, one-of-a-kind luxury items
representing Kramer’s well-known extrav-
agant celebrity lifestyle are available for
sale including European home furnish-
ings, artwork, exquisite home decor,
sculptures, oriental rugs, mask collec-
tions, life-size collectible figures and 
statues, electronics, audio/video equip-
ment, book collections, office equipment,
office furniture, patio furniture, concrete
outdoor décor/statues, hand tools, power
tools, restaurant equipment, fitness
equipment and much more. A 2011 
Toyota Tacoma truck will be sold sepa-
rately. All other personal property will be
sold as one lot via Sheriff’s sale. 
The contact person for sale inquiries is:
Latasha Gethers Hines, Esq.
Kozyak Tropin & Throckmorton
2525 Ponce de Leon Blvd., 9th Floor
Miami, Fl 33134  Direct 305.728.2966  
email: lgh@kttlaw.com (x)

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED, delivered
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 75%
PLUS get 4 more Burgers & 4 more Kiel-
basa FREE! Order The Family Gourmet
Buffet - ONLY $49.99. Call 1-844-275-
9596 mention code 51689CZX or visit
www.OmahaSteaks.com/good43 (z)

DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back
pain? If you have insurance, you may
qualify for the perfect brace at little to no
cost. Get yours today! 1-800-862-8392
(z)

BATHE SAFELY AND stay in the home
you love with the #1 selling walk- in tub
in North America. For an in-home ap-
pointment, call: 888-308- 5610 (n)

FDA-REGISTERED HEARING Aids.
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial.
Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you de-
cide to keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per aid.
FREE Shipping. Call Hearing Help Ex-
press 1-877-442-6921 (z)

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients that suffer with pain
may qualify for a low or no cost knee or
back brace. Call 844-308-4307 (n)

GENERIC VIAGRA 100MG Generic
CIALIS 20mg. 70 for $99 GREAT

DEAL!!!! FAST FREE SHIPPING! 100%
money back GUARANTEE! CALL NOW

888-669-9343
Se habla espanol  888-713-3919 (n)

OXYGEN Â “ ANYTIME. Anywhere. No
tanks to refill. No deliveries. Only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info kit.
Call 1-888-572-4944 (z)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA
tor May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 855-397-7056 (z)

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immedi-
ately. Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently &
Safely. Guaranteed Results. FDA Li-
censed. Free Brochure. 1-800-354-3944
www.DrJoelKaplan.com (v)

RECENTLY DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG
CANCER and 60+ years old? Call now!
You and your family may be entitled to a
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call 877-
648-6308 today. Free Consultation. No
Risk.

THE NATION’S LARGEST SENIOR
LIVING referral service. A PLACE FOR
MOM. Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE. No obliga-
tion. CALL 855-741-7459 (n)

VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS! 50
Generic Pills SPECIAL $95.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW 800-317-7404 Hablamos Espanol
(n)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100
pills for $150 FREE shipping. NO pre-
scriptions needed. Money back
guaranteed! 1-888-278-6168 (n)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR your 
prescriptions! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International

pharmacy, compare prices and get
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 
CALL 1-844-359-3209 Promo
Code CDC201725 (z)

OXYGEN - ANYTIME. Anywhere.
No tanks to refill.  No deliveries.  The All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit: 
844-558-7482 (n)

LUNG CANCER?  AND 60+ Years
Old?  If So, You And Your Family May
Be Entitled To A Significant Cash
Award.  Call 855-547-8865. To Learn
More.  No Risk.  No Money Out Of
Pocket. (n)

LUNG CANCER? 60 or Older? If So,
You and Your Family may Be Entitled To
A Significant Cash Award. Call 855-839-
6761 To Learn More. No Risk, No
Money Out of Pocket (z)

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
TO CARRY OUR BABY! GENEROUS
COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES

PAID. CALL ATTORNEY 
CHARLOTTE DANCIU 

1-800-395-5449  
WWW.ADOPTION-SURROGAC.COM

FL BAR #307084 (Z)

ED MEDICATION FOR $ 1.80/ PILL US
ONLINE PHARMACY OFFERS ED
MEDICATION 56 PILLS @ $110 
1-800-881-1422 www.usmedshop.net (n)

CASH PAID FOR unexpired, sealed
DIABETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAY-
MENT & PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST
PRICES! Call 1-888-776-7771.
www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com (n)

MAKE A CONNECTION. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet Singles right now! 
Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE.
Call NOW: 855-334-7726 (z)

CANADA DRUG CENTER es tu mejor
opcion para ordenar medicamentos se-
guros y economicos. Nuestros servicios
de farmacia con licencia Canadiense e
Internacional te proveeran con ahorros
de hasta el 75 en todas las medicinas
que necesites. Llama ahora al 
1-855-836-0410 y obten $10 de des-
cuento con tu primer orden ademas de
envio gratuito. (z)

SEEKING A
PROFESSIONAL  HOUSE

CLEANER
to join our friendly cleaning company,
serving Land O’ Lakes, Lutz, Wesley
Chapel, and New Tampa.  Applicants

must have prior experience, 
be reliable, and having their own 

transportation is a MUST!
Call Linda at 813-263-7966

BECOME A PUBLISHED author! 
Publications sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your FREE
author submission kit. 1-844-506-6434
(z)

ALQUILER DE UTERO 
$25,000.00 Y MÃ¡S PAR MANUTEN-
CION AYUDANOS, NO PODEMOS

TENER HIJOS. LLAMA A NUESTRA
ABOGADA. 561-674-6857  FL. BAR

#307084 (z)

WANTED OLD JAPANESE MOTORCY-
CLES KAWASAKI Z1-900 (1972-75),
KZ900, KZ1000 (1976-1982), Z1R, KZ
1000MK2 (1979,80), W1-650, H1-500
(1969-72), H2-750 (1972-1975), S1-250,
S2-350, S3-400, KH250, KH400,
SUZUKI-GS400, GT380, HONDA-
CB750K (1969-1976), CBX1000
(1979,80) CASH!! 1-800-772-1142 1-310-
721-0726 usa@classicrunners.com (n)

DENTAL INSURANCE. CALL Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company for 
details. NOT just a discount plan, REAL
coverage for 350 procedures. 
888-623-3036 or 
http://www.dental50plus.com/58
Ad# 6118 (n) WANTS TO PURCHASE minerals and

other oil & gas interests. Send details to
P.O. Box 13557, Denver, Co 80201 (u)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Pub-
lishing will help you self-publish your
own book. FREE author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait?
Call now: 866-951-7214 (n)

MAKE A CONNECTION. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet singles right now! Call
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: Call 
1-877-737-9447 18+ (n)

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

PERSONALS

WANTED

GARAGE / YARD SALES

BUILDING MATERIALS

LEGAL NOTICES

LOST / FOUND ITEMS

MEDICAL / DENTAL

HEALTH & EQUIPMENT

FOR SALE

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT

AUCTIONS

WANTED

GENERAL EMPLOYMENT
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HOME
FOR

SALE?
ADVERTISE with

The Laker/ Lutz News
813-909-2800

SELLING
YOUR RV?

Call Classifieds

813-909-2800
to advertise!

BUY 3 WEEKS GET 1 FREE 813-909-2800

813-909-2800 • classifieds@lakerlutznews.com
AutomotiveAutomotive

813-298-7363
www.copperstone.info

AWARD WINNING BUSINESS CENTER

EXECUTIVE SUITES

3632 Land O’ Lakes Boulevard • Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639
Centrally located between Wesley Chapel and Trinity

COPPERSTONE
PERFECT FOR: PARTIES • CONFERENCES • LUNCHES • MIXERS • MEETINGS

BOOK OUR EVENT ROOM!

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! ALL
Make/Models 2000-2015! Any Condition.
Running or Not. Competitive Offer! Free
Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-416-2330. (n)

DISH NETWORK-SATELLITE Televi-
sion Services. Now Over 190 channels
for ONLY $49.99/mo! 2-year price guar-
antee. FREE Installation. FREE Stream-
ing. More reliable than Cable. Add Inter-
net for $14.95 a month. 800-718-1593.
(n)

DIRECTV. CALL & Switch Now â “ Get
NFL Sunday Ticket for FREE! Every
Game. Every Sunday. CHOICETM All-In-
cluded Package. Over 185 Channels.
$60/month (for 12 Months.)
CALL â “ 877-808- 9508 (z)

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea de-
veloped affordably by the Research &
Development pros and presented to man-
ufacturers. Call 1-844-349-8351 for a
Free Idea Starter Guide. Submit your
idea for a free consultation. (z)

DISH NETWORK. 190+ channels. FREE
Install. FREE Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99-
/month (24 mos). Add High Speed Inter-
net $14.95 (where avail.) CALL Today
& SAVE 25%! 1-855-895-7245. (z)

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED Internet. As
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today
1-877-929-1176 (z)
FAST INTERNET! HUGHESNET Satel-
lite Internet. High-Speed. Avail Any-
where. Speeds to 15 mbps. Starting at
$59.99/mo. Call for Limited Time Price 
1-800-958-6917 (z)
INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE Have your product idea devel-
oped affordably by the Research & De-
velopment pros and presented to manu-
facturers. Call 1-888-501-0236 for a Free
Idea Starter Guide. Submit your idea for
a free consultation. (n)

SUPPORT OUR SERVICE members,
veterans and their families in their time
of need. For more information, visit the
Fisher House website at 
www.fisherhouse.org. (z)

JUNK REMOVAL 
STARTING AT $49.99!

Call Dakoda, 
owner of Welch’s Mainentance

813-614-1715
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
By Anderson and Alside Starting at $199
All models and sizes available.
Proven Quality for lifetime transferable
warranty. Family owned 40 years. Low
low pricing. Senior Citizen/Veteran dis-
counts.For free quote call Rich
866-272-7533 Custom Windows of
Florida (x)

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, Internet
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per sec-
ond speed. No contract or commitment.
More Channels. Faster Internet. 
Unlimited Voice. 1-877-279-4652 (z)

WATER DAMAGE. DEALING with wa-
ter damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond immedi-
ately. Nationwide and 24/7. No mold
calls. Call today! 1-800-730-6976 (z)

THE “SECRET”THE WEALTHY USE
To Amass Their Fortunes, And How
You Can Do The Same ... Visit Our

Website @ www.ervenobe.com
“LOVE THANKS DIVINE”

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY? Up
to $2,671/mo. (Based on paid-in
amount.) FREE evaluation! Call Bill Gor-
don & Associates. 1-800-860-6175. Mail:
2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL., member TX/NM Bar. (z)

CROSS COUNTRY MOVING, Long dis-
tance Moving Company, out of state
move $799 Long Distance Movers. Get
Free quote on your Long distance move
1-800-214-4604 (z)

AT&T HIGH SPEED Internet Starting at
$40/month. Up to 45 Mbps! Over 99%
Reliability! Bundle AT&T Digital TV or
Phone Services & Internet Price Starts at
$30/month. Call 1-888-274-1454 (z)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nationâ ™s
largest senior living referral service. Con-
tact our trusted, local experts today! Our
service is FREE/no obligation. CALL
1-855-836-8564 (z)

OVER $10K IN debt? Be debt free in 24-
48 months. Pay nothing to enroll. Call
National Debt Relief at 866-243-0510. (n)

HAVE 10K IN Debt? National Debt Re-
lief is rated A-Plus with the BBB. You
could be debt free in 24-48 months.
Call 1-866-465-4307 now for a free debt
evaluation. (z)

ARE YOU IN Debt? Get help now with a
30 minute Phone debt analysis. Mon-Fri
9:00 am to 8:00 pm, Sat: 10:00 am to 2:-
00 pm. All Eastern time. 1-855-630-5331
(z)
HAVE 10K IN Debt? National Debt Re-
lief is rated A-Plus with the BBB. You
could be debt free in 24-48 months. Call
1-866-465-4307 now for a free debt eval-
uation. (z)

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get
FAA certification to work for airlines. Ap-
proved for military benefits. Financial Aid
if qualified. Job placement assistance.
Housing assistance. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704
(n)

AVIATION CAREERS Â “ Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation,
manufacturing and more. Financial aid
for qualified students. Job placement as-
sistance. Call AIM 866-314-5838 (z)

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA ap-
proved hands on Aviation training. Finan-
cial aid for qualified students - Career
placement assistance. CALL Aviation In-
stitute of Maintenance 888-686-1704 (n)

CHEAP FLIGHTS.
Call Now Toll Free 1-844-274-6133 (z) 

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE? Denied a
Loan Modification? Is the bank threaten-
ing foreclosure? CALL Homeowner’s Re-
lief Line now for Help! 855-794-7358 (n)

RIVER RANCH HUNTING LOTS
in Central Florida. 

$100 down and $100 per month. 
No Credit Check!  941-475-0709 

buyriverranch.com

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care
Of. CALL 1-800-902-7815 (z)

GOT AN OLDER car, boat or RV? Do
the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-831-6309
(z)

DONATE YOUR CAR to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veterans.
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 1-800-245-0398 (n)

1-Signature Divorce
Missing Spouse Divorce

STARTING AT $65

DIVORCE     WILLS
EVICTIONS

* WE COME TO YOU! *
Covering All Florida

1-888-847-1997
(Since 1992)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condi-
tion Vehicle, 2000 and Newer. Nation’s
Top Car Buyer! Free Towing From Any-
where! Call Now: 1- 800-864-5960. (n)

Mel Bermudez – Broker Associate
Short Sale/Foreclosure Specialist

““BBrriinnggiinngg BBuuyyeerrss 

action First

melRealtor1751@gmail.com • Hablo español

813-294-8228
Serving All of Mid Florida!

I wIll come to you anytIme!

&& SSeelllleerrss TTooggeetthheerr””

DISH NETWORK SATELLITE Televi-
sion Service. Now Over 190 channels for
ONLY $49.99/mo! FREE Installation,
FREE Streaming, FREE HD. Add Inter-
net for $14.95 a month. 1-800-496-2603.-
(z)

MORTGAGES

HOME REPAIR

REALTORS

FINANCIAL

LEGAL SERVICES,
NON-ATTORNEY

VACATION / TRAVEL

ADULT EDUCATION

AUTOS

SERVICES OFFERED

LAND FOR SALE

SERVICES OFFEREDFINANCIAL SERVICES OFFERED
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Co-ops offer savings on solar panel installations
By Kathy Steele
ksteele@lakerlutznews.com

Florida lags behind other states in pro-
ducing clean, renewable energy from the
sun. It doesn’t crack the top 10 in state rank-
ings, even while being promoted
nationwide as the Sunshine State.

But, Florida, along with other states
across the country, is embracing solar
power, and other clean energy sources, in
ways that don’t always get noticed.

Solar panels, wind farms and electric-
powered vehicles are among the
technologies driving the alternative energy
industry.

It’s often described as the quiet revolu-
tion, said David Sillman, coordinator for
North Pinellas FL Sun, or Solar United
Neighbors of Florida. 

Sillman was the featured speaker on Jan.
22 at the Dade City Garden Club meeting.
His topic was “Electrifying Future: Solar and

Alternative Energy.”
The Solar Energy Industries Association

has ranked Florida 13th nationally for solar
capability, but also reported that the state
has the third-highest potential for solar ca-
pacity.

Sillman said other rankings have put
Florida as low as 18th.

“The good news is, we’re catching up,”
Sillman said.

The Washington D.C.-based Solar United
Neighbors and its chapters around the
country are joining with other like-minded
organizations and nonprofits, including the
League of Women Voters and the Sierra
Club, to promote solar power.

North Pinellas FL Sun and the local
League of Women Voters, for instance, part-
nered in 2016 to launch the St. Pete Solar
Co-op.

There also is the Hillsborough County
Solar Co-op.

Currently, Sillman said he knows of no

cooperatives in Pasco County.
But, solar cooperatives are simple to pull

together. “All that is needed is volunteers,” he
said.

It can be neighbors who want to install
solar panels on their homes, or who simply
want to learn more about the renewable en-
ergy industry. Joining a cooperative doesn’t
require that a member install solar panels.

However, as a group, members can get
bids from local solar companies that offer
discounted rates on installation, Sillman said.

Costs over the past years have fallen, he
added.

His costs in 2011 were about $25,000 for
a three-bedroom, two-bath home. It might
cost about $10,000 today, Sillman said.

According to Clean Energy Guide, costs
for solar panels have dropped 99 percent,
from $50 per watt in 1979 to 50 cents per
watt in 2015.

Also, federal tax credits are available. 
Typically, solar systems pay for them-

selves within 8 ½ years, and they come with
25-year warranties, Sillman said.

The life of a system can be from 30 years
to 40 years, he added.

For information on solar energy and co-
operatives, visit SolarUnitedNeighbors.org.

PUBLIC DOMAIN
Workers install solar panels on a rooftop.

The LAKER / Lutz NEWS WORD SEARCH & SUDOKU
ANEURYSM
ANGINA
ANGIOPLASTY
ANNULUS
AORTA
ARREST
ARRHYTHMIA
ARTERY
ATRIUM
ATTACK
BRADYCARDIA
BYPASS
CARDIAC
CARDIOLOGIST
CAROTID
CONGENITAL
DEFIBRILLATOR
DIASTOLIC

DYSPNEA
EDEMA
EMBOLISM
EPICARDIUM
FLUTTER
HEARTBEAT
HYPERTENSION
HYPERTENSIVE
HYPOTENSION
INFARCT
MITRAL VALVE
MURMUR
MUSCLE
OCCLUSION
PALPITATION
PRESSURE
PULMONARY
THROMBOSIS S

E
E

 S
O

LU
TI

O
N

S
, P

A
G

E
 6

B



www.LakerLutzNews.com8B January 31, 2018


	CLL-01.31-A01
	CLL-01.31-A02
	CLL-01.31-A03
	CLL-01.31-A04
	CLL-01.31-A05
	CLL-01.31-A06
	CLL-01.31-A07
	CLL-01.31-A08
	CLL-01.31-A09
	CLL-01.31-A10
	CLL-01.31-A11
	CLL-01.31-A12
	CLL-01.31-B01
	CLL-01.31-B02
	CLL-01.31-B03
	CLL-01.31-B04
	CLL-01.31-B05
	CLL-01.31-B06
	CLL-01.31-B07
	CLL-01.31-B08

