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on Tap
New general 
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about what’s 
instore at Table & 
Tap. A24 
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the house
Primary care 
physicians 
coming to 
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A22 

Out and 
about
The grand 
opening of the 
new Babcock 
Neighborhood 
School. A32 

CURVE

SEE GOLF, A14 

BY EVAN WILLIAMS

ewilliams@babcockranchtelegraph.com

Southwest Florida is a golf mecca, but 
plans for a course in the town of Babcock 
Ranch have been absent. Until now. As it 
turns out, town developer Kitson & Part-
ners is permitted for at least 54 holes here. 

And 18 of them are now filled. Lennar 
Corporation, one of the country’s largest 
homebuilders, has announced plans for a 
golf and country club community on Lake 
Babcock just north of downtown.  

Babcock National at Babcock Ranch 
will include a private entrance to hun-
dreds of condominiums and estate homes, 
a country club restaurant, pool, bar and 
a championship golf course by architect 
Gordon Lewis. 

While the new neighborhood is still in 
the initial design phase, Lennar is moving 
forward quickly and plans to have homes 
available for sale starting in the first quar-
ter of 2019. 

“It’s still in the infant stages, the plan-
ning, but it will be similar to many of the 
country clubs Lennar has done in South-
west Florida,” said Dave Meyers, Lennar’s 
director of operations in the region, which 
includes Lakewood National in Braden-
ton and Treviso Bay Naples. “Babcock 
National will be similar in concept, from 
the style of homes to the golf and country 
club lifestyle of those communities.”

Although it’s too early to name the 
exact size of the community, Mr. Meyers 
said there could be 900-1,100 homes on 
hundreds of acres.

The golf course will be semi-private, 
meaning that Babcock National neighbor-

n the last day of summer, a 
whimsical looking, 12-passenger 
shuttle rolled up to the Babcock 
Neighborhood School. When the 
doors opened, five wide-awake 

young people stepped into the first day of a 
new world.

The calendar date was Friday, Sept. 21, 
2018. Nothing like that had ever occurred 
before, either at the K-7 school starting its 
second year at Babcock Ranch or anywhere 
else.

It was only a shuttle and they were only 
a few kids, but it was the first time on the 
planet — with a population of roughly 7.3 
billion humans — that students had ever 
arrived for school in a vehicle with no driver, 
officials said.

Babcock National will follow 
builder’s country club model

Lennar 
teed up 

to bring golf 
to Babcock

BABCOCK RANCH TELEGRAPH COURTESY IMAGE

Babcock National golf and country club com-
munity on Lake Babcock will be similar in 
concept to Lennar’s Bonita National golf and 
country club.

Babcock 
Neighborhood 
School.

Babcock Neighborhood 
School was named the top 
performing elementary 
school in Charlotte County.

SEE SCHOOL, A8 

Babcock Neighborhood 
School: Where a passion 

for learning thrives
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BY ROGER WILLIAMS

rwilliams@babcockranchtelegraph.com

O

Babcock Neighborhood School houses 338 students 
in grades K through 7.

“Project-based 
learning is 
a vehicle 

for delivery, 
with hands-
on, thought-

provoking 
experiences for 
the students.” 

— Shannon Treece, 
Principal, Babcock 

Neighborhood School
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Want to experience the great outdoors?
Make Curry Creek Outfitters your first stop

BY KATIE EGAN

Babcock Telegraph correspondent

Curry Creek Outfitters is the hub of healthy 
activities at Babcock Ranch.

“This is the place people can come and get 
the knowledge they want including the loca-
tions of the hiking and biking paths,” Mike 
Serfozo, retail shops manager for the commu-
nity, said. “This is the hub. They come see us 
and then go out and enjoy the community.”

In addition to learning everything they 
need to know about hiking and biking at Bab-
cock, visitors to Curry Creek Outfitters can 
rent Sunfish sailboats, zero-emission pedal/
electric boats, surrey bikes, rowboats, kayaks 
and fishing poles.

The four-wheel covered surrey bikes are the 
most popular rental, Mr. Serfozo said. “Fami-
lies just love them.”

Curry Creek Outfitters also operates 
a 22-foot sightseeing Duffy electric boat 
that takes visitors out on Lake Babcock for 
25-minute educational tours. Starting this 
month, free tours are offered seven days a 
week. Groups of six to 12 people can book the 
whole boat for a sunset cruise if they pay $15 
per person in advance.

“You see things that you can’t see by land,” 
Mr. Serfozo said about a ride on the electric 
boat. “It’s just a different point of view. It’s 
fun.” 

For example, you can’t get to the back of 
Babcock Ranch by car or bike because it’s still 
under construction, but you can see it from 
the boat tour.

Babcock is also becoming a popular fishing 
spot, Mr. Serfozo said. “They hear about us 
and come out and find they can catch a 5- to 
8-pound bass.” Any avid fisherman is likely to 
get hooked on that.

Since Babcock Ranch is still partially under 
construction, published maps have recently 
been made available to outline where people 
can and cannot fish.

In addition to exposing a lot of people to 
fishing, Mr. Serfozo said he has introduced 
many customers to kayaking.

“To go kayaking at a lot of places, it’s 
expensive,” he said. “But here, it’s $10 — like 
pocket change. So, I’m helping a lot of people 
get in the game of kayaking and fishing.”

And the prices make it all worth it.
Buoys were recently put in the lake to mark 

distances. So, if you want to go exactly .5 
miles, you just have to follow them. The com-
plete course on the 300-acre lake is 2 miles 
long.

Curry Creek Outfitters also puts on many 
family-friendly events.
■ The next Full Moon Hike is set for 

Thursday, Oct. 25 
■ Family Fishing Day is set for Saturday, 

Nov. 10.
Mr. Serfozo said a couple things that set 

Curry Creek Outfitters apart are its high-
quality apparel and various items bearing the 
Babcock Ranch logo. “It’s not very expen-
sive,” he said. “My goal isn’t to make a ton of 
money. It’s to get the Babcock Ranch brand 
out.”

There is a huge emphasis on UV clothing as 
well. After all, we are in the Sunshine State. 

In addition to clothing and outdoor essen-

SEE CURRY CREEK, A13 
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Visitors to Curry Creek Outfitters can rent Sunfish sailboats, zero-emission pedal/electric 
boats, surrey bikes, rowboats, kayaks and fishing poles.

© Henderson Franklin Starnes & Holt, P.A.

henlaw.com  •  239.344.1100
Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •  Naples

ESTATE PLANNING

Helping Communities, Businesses and Individuals Since 1924.

At the intersection of  
planning and peace of mind.

While death and final arrangements can be difficult to discuss, having your wishes 

properly documented is crucial to protect the ones you leave behind. We guide 

our clients through a range of significant life events impacting estate plans, from 

births, marriages, divorces, second marriages, and guardianships to family business 

succession planning, trusts, and probate litigation. Let us advocate your interests as 

we’ve done for our clients for more than 90 years.

Ronald A. Eisenberg
Florida Bar Board 
Certified in Wills, 
Trusts and Estates

Marcie Charles
LL.M. Taxation

Ernest H. Hatch
Florida Bar Board 
Certified in Wills, 
Trusts and Estates

Christopher G. Price
LL.M. Taxation

Eric Gurgold
Florida Bar Board 
Certified in Wills, 
Trusts and Estates

LL.M. Taxation



Existing and proposed amenities for the community are subject to changes, substitutions and/or deletions without notice. Lennar makes no representation or guarantee that the community or any amenities will be built out as currently planned. Photographs depict the community as of the dates taken. Photographs are solely for illustrative purposes and should never be relied upon. The past, present, future of proposed roads, easements, 
land uses, conditions, plat maps, lot sizes or layouts, zoning, utilities, drainage, land conditions, or development of any type whatsoever, whether reflected in the photographs/video, or whether outside the boundaries of the photographs/video, may not be shown or may be incomplete or inaccurate. The present, future of proposed roads, easements, land uses, conditions, plat maps, lot sizes or layouts, zoning, drainage, land conditions, 
or development of any type may or may not change in the future. It is not uncommon that any of the foregoing can change without notice to you. You should never rely on the accuracy of photographs or videos in making any decisions relative to purchasing any property. We reserve the right to make changes at any time without notice. Elevations of a home may vary and we reserve the right to substitute and /or modify design and 
materials, in our sole opinion and without notice. Please see your actual home purchase agreement for additional information, disclosures and disclaimers related to the home and its features. Please see your New Home Consultant and home purchase agreement for actual features designated as an Everything’s Included feature, additional information, disclosures, and disclaimers relating to your home and its features. The specific 
features in a home may vary from home to home and from one community to another. We reserve the right to substitute equipment, material, appliances and brand names with items of equal or higher value, in our sole opinion. Color and size variations may occur. The prices of our homes, included features, and available locations are subject to change without notice. Please see the actual home purchase agreement for additional 
information, disclosures and disclaimers relating to the home and its features. Plans are artist's renderings and may contain options which are not standard on all models. Lennar reserves the right to make changes to plans and elevations without prior notice. Stated dimensions and square footage are approximate and should not be used as representation of the home's precise or actual size. Any statement, verbal or written, regarding 
"under air" or "finished area" or any other description or modifier of the square footage size of any home is a shorthand description of the manner in which the square footage was estimated and should not be construed to indicate certainty. Garage sizes may vary from home to home and may not accommodate all vehicles. Models/lifestyle photos do not reflect racial or ethnic preference. Lennar makes no guarantee as to the availability 
of homes within the price ranges set forth above. Select homesites have premiums. Price subject to change without notice. Visit Lennar.com or see a Lennar New Home Consultant for further details. Please see your New Home Consultant and home purchase agreement for actual features designated as an Everything’s Included® feature, additional information, disclosures, and disclaimers relating to your home and its features. The 
specific features in a home may vary from home to home and from one community to another. We reserve the right to substitute equipment, material, appliances and brand names with items of equal or higher value, in our sole opinion. Color and size variations may occur. The prices of our homes, included features, and available locations are subject to change without notice. Features, floorplans, and designs vary per plan 
and community and are subject to changes or substitution without notice. Models/lifestyle photos do not reflect racial or ethnic preference. Lennar, the Lennar logo, Everything’s Included, and the Everything’s Included logo are U.S. registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries.  Visit Lennar.com or see a Lennar New Home Consultant for further details and important legal disclaimers. 
This is not an offer in states where prior registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. Copyright © 2018 Lennar Corporation, Lennar, the Lennar logo, WCI, the WCI logo, Everything’s Included and the Everything’s Included logo are U.S. registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. LENNAR HOMES LLC CBC038894 and CGC1523282. LENNAR REALTY INC (CQ1013633) 4/18

17709 Wayside Bend | Babcock Ranch, FL 33982
Take Exit 143 east on Bayshore Rd, left onto SR31 North. Babcock Ranch is on the right.

Open Monday - Saturday 9am to 6pm  
Sunday 10am to 6pm

NOW IS YOUR CHANCE TO OWN A LENNAR DREAM
HOME IN AMERICA’S FIRST SOLAR TOWN!

All the features you want in a home are offered in our meticulously designed Executive, Manor, and Villa models, with floorplans boasting up to 
3,867 square feet of living space and every attention to detail. Lennar’s WI-FI CERTIFIED™ Home Design includes the most desirable technology 
brand devices in your home. You’ll love entertaining friends, gathering with family or just kicking back for quiet times in these beautiful retreats!

Lennar homes feature Everything’s Included™, meaning Lennar delivers not only thousands of dollars in upgrades at no  
     extra charge, but also boasts green building features to save you money and help the environment. You can expect modern  

designs and finishes plus upscale appliances and fixtures without compromise or additional cost.
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TRAIL’S EDGE

VISIT OUR WELCOME HOME CENTER TODAY

877-45-LENNAR  |  LENNARSWFL.COM

Carefee Villa Living from the High $100s

Over 150
HOMES 

at Trail’s Edge!

T O U R  O U R  B E A U T I F U L LY  F U R N I S H E D  M O D E L S  T O D AY !

The Queen
FEATURED VILLA MODEL:

Perfect for casual living, the villas offer 1,417 to 1,564 sq. ft. of comfort and style. The Queen floorplan offers 1,564 sq. ft.,
2 bedrooms, 2 baths and den with a spacious living room, kitchen with dinette, lanai and 2-car garage.
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The
Doctor

is in

For more information, visit www.leehealth.org/babcock

oc
is 

D

leehealth.org

with comprehensive primary care
for all ages.

Lee Physician Group is excited to announce that faculty 
and resident physicians of the Florida State University 

Family Medicine Residency Program will  
be coming to Babcock Ranch in December 2018.

Lifestyle medicine focus
General procedures such as skin biopsies and joint injections

Telemedicine options
Access to medical information online through MyChart®

But why wait until we open? 
You can make an appointment today 

at a convenient location by calling 
239-481-4111.



BABCOCK RANCH EVENTS
Here’s what’s coming up on the ranch. For 

more information, follow Babcock Ranch on 
Facebook or visit www.babcockranch.com.

COMMUNITY GARDEN
9:30-11 a.m., Saturdays, Oct. 13-Nov. 10
Kids soccer camp, $40
10 a.m. to noon, Saturday, Oct. 13
HOA Community Garden earth box event

HEALTHY LIFE CENTER
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 10
Zumba strong instructor training
10-11 a.m., Monday, Oct. 22 
Overnight Oats: Get Your Grains  
6-7 p.m., Monday, Oct. 29 
Lee Physician Group Meet & Greet 

CURRY CREEK OUTFITTER
Friday, Oct. 19-Sunday, Oct. 21 
Free Rental Weekend 
7:15-8:30 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 25
Full moon walk 
6-7:30 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 3
Sunset Cruise on Lake Babcock
9 a.m.-noon, Saturday, Nov. 10 
Family Fishing Day
4:45-5:45 p.m., Friday Dec. 7 
Sunset Cruise on Lake Babcock

LAKE BABCOCK
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 17
Babcock Ranch Paddle Battle 
(College Life), registration required

THE LAKEHOUSE
6-8 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 23
HOA resident educational event 
with Bill Hammond
6-7 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 8
HOA resident educational event:
Landscaping

10 a.m. to noon, Saturday, Dec. 15
HOA resident educational event: 
Gingerbread houses

FOUNDER’S SQUARE
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., daily through Oct. 31
Pumpkin patch
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 20
Zumbathon party in pink on the great lawn
7:30-9:30 a.m., Saturday, Oct. 27
Trick or Trot 5K, registration required
6-9 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 27
Family movie night: “Hocus Pocus”
6-8 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 27
Second annual Halloween Trunk or Treat
6-8 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 1
Second annual Holiday Tree Lighting
7:30-9:30 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 8
Jingle Bell 5K and 10K, 
registration required
6-9 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 8
Family movie night: “Polar Express”

HATCHERY
6-8 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 30 
Cocktails & Canvas

SLATER’S GOODS & PROVISIONS 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 20 
Outdoor Produce Market
1-4 p.m., Saturday, Oct .20 
Oktoberfest Beer Tasting
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 10
Outdoor Produce Market
2-4 p.m., Saturday, Nov 10 
Slater’s Thanksgiving Cooking Event 
2-4 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 8 
Slater’s Holiday Cocktail Recipes 

9 a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 15 
Outdoor Produce Market

TABLE & TAP
6:30-9 p.m., 
Thursday, Oct. 18 
Oktoberfest Beer Dinner 
11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Sunday, Oct. 14 
Blues & Brews Brunch  
11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Sunday, Oct. 21 
Oktoberfest Brunch 
11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Sunday, Oct .28 
Blues & Brews Brunch 
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10.20

10.13

■ Zumbathon
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
Saturday, Oct. 20
Zumbathon party in 
pink on the great lawn

■ Kids Soccer 
9:30-11 a.m., 
Saturdays, Oct. 
13-Nov. 10
Kids soccer camp, $40

Thru-10.31
■ Pumpkin patch 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
daily through Oct. 31
Pumpkin patch

at Babcock Ranch
Welcome to Timeless Florida Living 

THE CAMDEN  3 BEDROOM WITH DEN, 2.5 BATH  2,029 SQUARE FEET  |  BASE MODEL PRICING STARTS AT $419,000

239.344.8221 | Visit us at: FoxPremierBuilders.com

PHASE ONE: 
LIVE NEAR DOWNTOWN SHOPPING, 

DINING AND ENTERTAINMENT

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS MODEL AT: 
FOXPREMIERBUILDERS.COM/THE-CAMDEN/

MODEL HOME 
NOW OPEN DAILY!



New Homes at 

Babcock Ranch

8 FLOOR PLANS 
FROM 1,860 - 3,071 SF

MOVE-IN READY 
HOMES AVAILABLE NOW -

INCLUDING 3 FULLY 
FURNISHED MODELS

www.homesbytowne.com

Babcock Ranch is an eco-centric new town embedded in nature and powered by the sun, 
by innovation, and by the great outdoors. A place where a walkable/bikeable lifestyle, an engaging downtown 
with a familiar Main Street vibe, and architectural designs rooted in regional styles and traditions encourage 

the joy of human connection that time has somehow forgotten. Come and enjoy life at Babcock Ranch today!

MODEL CENTER:

42556 Timber Walk Trail | Babcock Ranch, FL 33982
239-543-1055
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While that in itself is exciting for many, it’s 
only one of several exciting firsts at Babcock 
Ranch. It’s the first solar-powered town in 
America. And it’s the first community in the 
region to open a new school one year, with no 
state-mandated grade, and win an A grade in 
the Florida Standard Assessment ratings the 
next year.

BNS, now with 338 students, was also 
named the top performing elementary 
school of the 10 in Charlotte County, with 
third-graders outperforming all other county 
schools in the English language arts test of the 
Florida Standard Assessment.

What makes that even more remarkable, 
said Principal Shannon Treece, a veteran edu-
cator who moved to the school from a charter 
school in Lee County, is that a number of 
them were identified as students at risk of not 
passing the state tests required to get to the 
fourth grade.

That was at the beginning of the year, and 
it changed radically. Every student moved on 
and up because of a motivated faculty and 
project-based learning.

The faculty, said Ms. Treece, are “the rock-
stars of their profession. I’m so proud of them 
— and the students.  They make the magic 
happen in these classrooms. Many of us come 
from places where not only the curriculum 
was dictated, but how you would teach it 
every day was marked out.”

Not at BNS, where project-based learning is 
part of the flexibility instructors have to teach 
the state-required curriculum in any way they 
choose, as long as the principal agrees.

For teachers and students alike, it inspires 
creativity and energy.

“I was teaching in a Title 1 elementary, 
fifth grade, and I was losing my gig … feeling 
like I’m not making a difference … why am I 
here?” said Shanon Admire, a BNS sixth-grade 
teacher with eight years of experience. She 
moved to a STEM-teaching program in a Lee 
County school and liked it enough to hang 
on. But she was still not committed to teach-
ing as a lifetime vocation.

 “At one point I was nearly in that one-to-
five-year drop-out statistic for my profes-
sion (Florida teachers last only five years on 
average before finding another profession, 
state numbers show). So coming here was 
absolutely the best decision of my life,” Ms. 
Admire said. “I love teaching again. I feel 
myself saying I could retire at this.” 

Part of the joy — and the hard work — are 
projects that range across subjects. Each proj-
ect has a driving question that students and 
teachers shape, and then try to answer with 
the project.

“Project-based learning is a vehicle for 
delivery, with hands-on, thought-provoking 
experiences for the students,” Ms. Treece 
explained.

Seizing the opportunity
“One project last year, for example, 

involved students who said, ‘I wish we could 
just go outside and ride bikes sometimes, it’s 
so pretty.’”

That happened to be Ms. Admire’s sixth-
grade math students, who sat in their class-
room with the big windows looking out over 
Founder’s Square and watched people bicy-
cling past, all day every day.

“I told them, ‘We have to have content, do 
school stuff, math — so HOW could we make 
bicycle riding about that?’

“And they took off, talking fractions, con-
verting inches and feet to miles. One boy said 
at first he thought 6 kilometers must be about 
20 miles,” Ms. Admire said. “So I said, ‘We’re 
small enough here that people could bring 
bikes to school and ride around Babcock.’”

They went to the principal, Ms. Treece, with 
a proposal: to work out the distance — 6 kilo-
meters, which wasn’t arbitrary — by looking 
at aerial maps of Babcock and marking not 
only precise distances but creating a route that 
kept them out of construction areas. Finally, 
they started riding.

But the driving question that every project 
must have was this: “How as Babcock students 
can we engage in healthy living?”

In language arts class, the students were 
reading the book “A Long Way to Water” and 
learned the average distance some children in 
struggling countries must walk to get just a 
drink of fresh water is 6 kilometers, or about 
3.7 miles.

They didn’t stop there.
“So we partnered with an organization 

that puts clean water wells in the villages of 
challenged countries,” Ms. Treece said. “Our 
kids got sponsored to ride bikes in a 6K, 
and we raised money to help build those 
wells.”

But it almost didn’t happen. The principal 
told the class they’d have to think about a 
variety of things before they rode, and report 
back to her in two weeks. When the report 
came in sloppy, she gave them 24 hours to 
answer questions or drop the whole project.

They answered the questions.

Back in kindergarten
Kindergarten teacher Rachel Crawford, 

meanwhile, let her students watch the South-
west Florida Eagle Cam live feed, broadcast 

from Cape Coral by Pritchett Real Estate, and 
soon the children had a real project going.

“We did kindergarten skills where they’re 
grading sentences. And we had an eagle cam 
journal, and wrote our observations. Maybe 
they’d write one sentence. We collected data,” 
Ms. Crawford said.

But, again, it didn’t stop there.
“Next thing you know, the eagles laid eggs. 

That got us talking about it — it was a real, 
genuine thing the students had,” Ms. Craw-
ford said. “For fun we went outside and built 
a giant eagle’s nest. You can talk about shapes 
and size … what did (the eagles) do first, and 
next and last. The kids had to work together. 
People use glue but what do birds do? They 
use mud. So the kids used mud.”

When such kids take 
state exams, 
they do well

This year Ms. Crawford is teaching first 
graders at BNS, the same children she taught 
last year. They’re going to expand their eagle 

project, and this time, she said, “They might 
be writing two sentences as first graders, 
comparing and contrasting. And we’ll look at 
other birds native to Florida on Babcock, and 
research them.”

Mrs. Crawford’s son is now a seventh grad-
er who did the bike project with Ms. Admire 
last year.

Ms. Admire has two children, a kindergart-
ner and a second grader, at BNS. When they 
get ready to go home to Cape Coral after a 
day at school, “They cry,” she said. “Some-
times they don’t want to go home.

None of this surprises Syd Kitson, chair-
man and CEO of Kitson & Partners who 
founded the town.

 “Babcock Ranch is a town where learning 
is a passion,” he said in a press release about 
the extraordinary A rating for the new school.

“The innovative curriculum allowed us to 
attract truly outstanding teachers who are 
inspiring the next generation of leaders and 
innovators. (They) will grow up at Babcock 
Ranch.” 

SCHOOL
From page 1
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Babcock Neighborhood School was the first 
in the region to open a new school one year, 
with no state-mandated grade, and win an 
A grade in the Florida Standard Assessment 
ratings the next year.
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Babcock’s driverless shuttle another first
BY ROGER WILLIAMS

rwilliams@babcockranchtelegraph.com

If you’re a parent with young kids, you 
might think, “No way!”

You might think you would never take 
your children to a bus stop and put them on 
a vehicle that had — get this — no driver. 
Just a GPS “brain” and a laser-sight system 
on each of four tires said to “see” like radar, 
360 degrees around the vehicle, which carries 
a safety attendant, monitored cameras and 
computer systems that can anticipate every 
traffic possibility, stop on a dime and keep 
riders safe.

Yes, you might opt out.
But you also might want to rethink that 

decision.
It happened quietly and in comfort and 

safety for the first time on the planet Earth 
on Friday, Sept. 21, officials say — not in 
Asia, Europe, Central or South America or 
Australia. It happened at Babcock Ranch 
(North America).

A driverless shuttle picked up and deliv-
ered five kids from a neighborhood bus stop 
to Babcock Neighborhood School, a Char-
lotte County charter school with 338 stu-
dents in grades kindergarten through seven.

Three of those children were the Murphys 
— Cole, 12, a sixth grader; Brody, 9, a fourth 
grader; and Molly, 8, a second grader.

“Everybody’s like Oh. My. Gosh. No way 
in the world I’d put my kids on that bus. 
There are no adults. Just NO!” said Kacia 
Murphy, describing comments she heard on 
social media and reactions from friends.

But Mrs. Murphy and her husband, Brian, 
were perfectly happy to put their kids on the 
shuttle. 

The family moved into Babcock near the 
first day of summer (June 21), and now it 
was the last day of summer. Why not put 
them into the first day of, not autumn, but 
the new world?

“There is an adult on it,” Mrs. Murphy 
explained — he’s not driving, but he can 
stop the vehicle manually or fix something if 
required.

“And it’s just a tiny little neighborhood 
bus. We did a practice run on the weekend, 
and the man showed us how fast it stops,” 
she added.

In looking for a community to raise their 
family, Mrs. Murphy, a kindergarten teacher 
at the Oasis Charter School in Lee County, 
and Mr. Murphy, who helps maintain a Kit-
son & Partners-owned golf course in Naples, 
wanted a quiet place where their kids would 
be safe, where neighbors would know and 
look out for each other, but with no gates 
and a great school, she said. 

So they went all in, at Babcock.
The three Murphy kids were excited about 

riding the driverless shuttle to school. It was 
something like landing on the moon in 1969 
for Neil Armstrong. It was a first for human-
ity.

On the other hand, the ride was only 

about a quarter mile long — not across 
space, and back — on quiet streets designed 
to accommodate driverless vehicles, includ-
ing shuttles. 

They got on. The ride started. Nothing 
happened between home and school. And 
they got off. It was very slow, by design. Offi-
cials will be very careful at the beginning, 
especially, they say.

“Most of the time,” said Mrs. Murphy, “our 
kids will probably walk or ride their bikes to 
school. But they wanted to try this.”

It may have been a triumph of engineer-
ing, technology and transportation to put 
that vehicle on the road with kids and no 
driver in the year 2018, anywhere. 

But it was also a triumph of endurance, 
planning, trade and economics to put it on 
the road at Babcock.

“We’ve been at Babcock for 13 years, it’s 
been a long journey,” said Tom Hoban, presi-

dent and chief investment officer of Kitson & 
Partners. “One of our initial pillars for Bab-
cock was innovation across the board.”

That means solar power from A-to-Z, a 
gigabyte of high-speed internet service in 
every home — and autonomous vehicles, 
too.

While the Babcock Ranch project strug-
gled through recessions and other resis-
tance, and the years slipped by, technology 
improved, Mr. Hoban said. 

So Kitson & Partners formed a partner-
ship with one of the world’s largest transpor-
tation companies, Transdev. Based in France, 
Transdev uses autonomous vehicles built by 
another French company, EasyMile.

In a joint venture, Kitson & Partners with 
Transdev formed Babcock Ranch Transpor-
tation Services. Mr. Hoban sits on the board.

“It’s our venture for Babcock and it 
includes everything from bikes to rental 
vehicles to autonomous vehicles,” he 
explained.

So why aren’t the French the first to use an 
autonomous school shuttle?

“They had access to the vehicles (first), but 
no place to put them,” Mr. Hoban said.

Babcock had a place. And the new world is 
underway.

The technology should, and before long 
probably will, work anywhere, in any city on 
the globe, Mr. Hoban said.

Meanwhile, “To keep it safe, we’re being 
very cautious … keeping the vehicle moving 
at slower speeds and keeping a technician on 
the vehicle who can stop it if necessary.”

Transdev’s company literature describes 
the new system this way:

“The EasyMile Easy10 Gen II is fully elec-
tric and reacts 30 times faster than a human 
driver. Currently, the shuttle travels at a top 
speed of 8 mph, with the potential to reach 
speeds of 30 mph once the necessary infra-
structure is complete.”

Welcome to the new world.  

VANDY MAJOR / 
BABCOCK RANCH 

TELEGRAPH  

Babcock 
residents Molly, 
Brody and Cole 
Murphy were 
among the 
first children 
transported 
to school in a 
driverless shut-
tle in, perhaps, 
the world.
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New-and-improved Discovery Center will reflect the vibrancy of Babcock
BY GLENN MILLER

Babcock Ranch Telegraph Correspondent

Residents and visitors to Babcock Ranch 
will see a new Discovery Center in Woodlea 
Hall in Founder’s Square this year. 

Laura Keller, Babcock Ranch senior vice 
president of marketing and sales, said plan-
ning on the project began in March, only two 
months after she started working at America’s 
first solar-powered town.

No detail has been overlooked in renova-
tions and improvements that involve every-
thing from the Discovery Center’s ambience 
to its acoustics. Carpeting will be added to 
soften the noise. The big round table that 
once occupied the middle of the entry has 
been removed. 

The goal of the re-design is about the mes-
sage.

“You can come through here and get a 
really good sense of what we’re all about,” 
Ms. Keller said, standing at the middle of 
the center on the final Friday afternoon of 
summer, right next to the big round table 
that would soon be removed. “There will 
be a rug here to soften the sound,” she said. 
“There will be a rug in the theater room,” 
she added, referring to a room adjacent to 
the main room where visitors view a video 
about the history and future of Babcock 
Ranch on a 65-inch screen. New chairs fac-
ing a different direction are also part of the 

changes in the theater.
The main room of Woodlea Hall will have 

three oversized, inviting ottomans — “one 
really big one that has USB ports,” Ms. Keller 
said.

The details and careful planning are appar-
ent in a 31-page design PDF chock full of 
colorful images and bright copy. That PDF 

will be transformed into colorful panels and 
displays in the Discovery Center.

“All the things that are our core initiatives,” 
Ms. Keller said.

A review of the document shows what Ms. 
Keller means.

Right on Page 1 it declares: “All towns are 
not created equal.”

That message is reinforced throughout the 
document and will be apparent in the new-
and-improved Discovery Center, where walls 
will be festooned with hanging items such 
as school backpacks and jogging shoes. The 
message is clear with each: Babcock Ranch is 
about families and an active lifestyle.

Page 11 of the document addresses the 
transformation of Babcock Ranch from the 
vision of Syd Kitson, the chairman and CEO 
of Kitson & Partners, to what has become 
of the property he purchased. A panel in the 
center will proclaim: “The vision has become 
reality.”

Among the many points of interest visitors 
will learn is about where electricity at Babcock 
Ranch comes from: “Powered by a photovol-
taic solar energy field with 343,000 panels.” 
There won’t be nearly that many panels, of 
course, in the Discovery Center. And they will 
be information panels, not panels designed to 
generate power.

The re-designed center will also have an 
area dedicated to the community’s neighbor-
hoods and builders. 

It’s all part of a larger campaign.
Ms. Keller said signage along State Road 31 

and within the community is changing. The 
effort has been led by Tampa-based brand 
architects Walker Brands. 

The signs leading into town will have one 
primary goal for visitors. “Everything will be 
directed to Woodlea Hall,” Ms. Keller said.

VANDY MAJOR / BABCOCK RANCH TELEGRAPH

The Discovery Center in Woodlea Hall is the starting point for visitors to Babcock Ranch.

These are among the posters that will inform visitors of the various aspects of life at Babcock Ranch in the new Discovery Center.
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Experience a California Closets system custom designed specifically for you and the way you live. 

Visit us online today to arrange for a complimentary in-home design consultation.

    californiaclosets.com
FT MYERS   6891 Daniels Parkway #135     NAPLES   7729 Collier Blvd. #503     NAPLES  2367 Vanderbilt Beach Rd. #810
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The branding campaign includes six new 
roadside billboards, four are alongside I-75, 
one on Colonial Boulevard in Fort Myers 
and another on Gladiolus Drive, also in Fort 
Myers. “Good, high-traffic areas,” Ms. Keller 
said.

As Babcock Ranch grows, so must the way 
it presents and advertises itself. 

“New Discovery Center, new signage, new 
ad campaign,” Ms. Keller said.

The ad campaign includes Babcock resi-
dents such as Joshua and Andrea Fortin, who 
have a Lennar home in the Trail’s Edge neigh-
borhood. The Fortins spoke eloquently to the 
Telegraph about their love of Babcock Ranch 

and were profiled in the summer issue.
“It’s important for us to be part of a city 

like this,” Mrs. Fortin said. “We really believe 
in the vision they have of making this a model 
for the future.”

Now the Fortins are helping spread the 
word through advertising. It’s all tied in with 
the new Discovery Center and what is hap-
pening in and around Babcock Ranch.

“There was some awesome branding before 
we got off the ground,” Ms. Keller said. “But 
now we’re in the next phase, and that’s what 
this is all about. We’re a vibrant town now; we 
want to show a vibrant lifestyle.” 

As

Seen On
SeenLIVE 3,200 Gallon Tank 

With an Interactive   
“Virtual Dive” Experience

HISTORY &
S C I E N C E 
C E N T E R

Virtual Fort Myers
The Past Meets the Present

Travel Back to 1856 and Visit The Original  
“Fort Myers” as You Interact with the 
Environment Just like the Early Settlers.

$5OFF
ONE COUPON PER PARTY.

CODE: FW18

REGULAR ADMISSION FOR A 
PARTY WITH 3 OR MORE GUESTS.

2000 Cranford Ave, Fort Myers
----------------------------------------------------------

239.243-0043  •  www.theIMAG.org
----------------------------------------------------------

Tue – Sat: 10 to 5 Sun: 12 to 5

11841 Palm Beach Blvd., Suite 111
Fort Myers, FL 33905
cathysink@allstate.com

Cathy Sink
239-693-2255

21
21

27

I OFFER
HOME INSURANCE

OPTIONS
Here in Florida, your choice is clear.
Everyone likes options. My office not only offers car insurance backed by a company with 80 years of 
experience, but also offers home insurance from several companies. Call me today!

Allstate has no financial responsibility to you for any home insurance policy you purchase and would not be responsible for any claims. Allstate does not make any representations or accept liability related to operations 
of home insurance companies, including, but not limited to, their financial conditions. Subject to terms, conditions and availability. © 2017 Allstate Insurance Co.



SARASOTA
941-556-0501

FORT  MYERS
239-690-9844

N APLES
239-263-0580

SANIBEL
239-579-0412

Beautiful Homes
BEGIN!

WHERE

For 35 years, Norris Furniture & Interiors has inspired interior designs for living the Florida lifestyle. From the beach to the country, high 
rise to neighborhood, we are known for having the products and services to assist you in defining your Florida lifestyle. 

Our award-winning Designers partner with the finest builders in Southwest Florida to bring you a glimpse of the possibilities that await 
you. Be inspired! See our designs at the following Babcock Ranch models:

Or visit our website at www.norrisfurniture.com to view our gallery of design projects.

With four Southwest Florida showrooms to serve you, plan your visit today!

The Sebring by Stock Development | The Lauren by Florida Lifestyle Homes | The Taylor by Florida Lifestyle Homes



tials, Curry Creek Outfitters also sells kayaks and 
fishing equipment. When the community’s ten-
nis, pickleball and bocce courts open, he’ll start 
selling equipment for those sports, too.

On a recent Sunday afternoon, a customer 
asked Mr. Serfozo why Curry Creek Outfitters 
smelled so good. She was surprised when she 
found out it was a scent machine. The golden 
bamboo aroma, which is a mix of woods and 
bamboo, will even be made into a candle. Mr. 
Serfozo hopes to start selling it next month.

“It feels clean, but not too feminine and not 
too masculine,” he told the shopper. “It’s just 
nice and clean.”

It’s the kind of smell that makes you smile 

and puts you in a good 
mood.

One of the things Mr. 
Serfozo really enjoys 
about his job is that he 
gets to watch people 
try new things and get 
excited about the out-
doors. He even refers to 
himself as a “Babcock 
evangelist.” 

“I find that with any-
thing you sell, the 
enthusiasm you have is 
contagious. It’s what 
makes people want to 
join you when you talk 
about something you 
love.”  
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CURRY CREEK
From page 2
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Curry Creek Outfitters
42850 Crescent Loop, 
Babcock Ranch, FL

Contact: 941-467-1485

Visit: https://currycreekoutfi tters.com/ 

Rentals: Fishing poles, $3/hour; bikes, 
$5/hour; surrey bikes, rowboats, kayaks 
and Sunfi sh sailboats, $10/hour; pedal/
electric boat, $20/hour.

More Life Built In

PARKSIDE AT BABCOCK RANCH
17528 Silverspur Drive, Babcock Ranch, FL 33982  |  877.843.9784

Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Photographs are for illustrative purposes 
only, are not intended to be an actual representation of a specific community, and depict models containing features or designs that may not be available on all homes or that may be available for an additional cost. This material shall not constitute a 
valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. Please see a sales associate for details. Pulte Homes® and More Life Built In® are registered trademarks of PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. ©2018 Pulte Home Company, LLC. 
All rights reserved. CBC057850. 10/10/18

Pulte Homes® can help you upgrade your life with a brand-new home designed with the features of your choice. Twelve single family home 

designs are available with open layouts, innovative kitchens, beautiful finishes, and functional and flexible living spaces designed for the way you 

want to live. With our insightful Life Tested® design features and easy personalization options, everyday moments are more enjoyable in your new 

Pulte home. That’s More Life Built In®.  pulte.com/babcockranch | 877.843.9784

NEW HOMES FROM THE $220s
INSIGHTFUL DESIGNS, FLEXIBLE FLOOR PLANS, BEAUTIFUL FINISHES

2 New Decorated Models Now Open Daily

Walking Distance to Founder’s Square 

& Babcock Neighborhood School

1- and 2-Story Designs with  2-5 Bedrooms

 Our 3D Tours – Text P  to 555888
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hood residents will have first dibs on the 
course. When open tee times are available, 
other members of the public will be able to 
sign up and play a round.

“This is truly going to be a country club,” 
Mr. Meyers said. “It’s going to have its own 
entrance, its own lifestyle within the inside 
of the community, in addition to everything 
Babcock offers.”

While Babcock National will follow Len-
nar’s other models, it will also be unique 
per Kitson & Partners’ specifications. That 
includes what Mr. Meyers describes as 
“coastal Florida-style” architecture. Homes 
will be certified “green” by the Florida Green 
Building Coalition to at least its bronze 
level. And in terms of online speed and data 
capability, homes come with the industry’s 
high-end one gigabyte fiber capabilities via 
CenturyLink.

Through a partnership with Amazon, Len-
nar plans to insure wi-fi extends everywhere 
in each residence. “Every home we build is 
what we call Wi-Fi certified,” Mr. Meyers 
said. “It’s been heat mapped to make sure 
there are no dead spots and you have the 
fastest service.”

Babcock Ranch attracts its audience for 
what it represents, Christina Traver, Lennar 
vice president of marketing in Southwest 
Florida, said. 

“Everyone who moves out there is very 
green-focused, environmentally friendly, 
loves the concept of the solar and being a 
better human on the planet for what they’re 
able to contribute through Babcock Ranch. 
To combine a luxury, country club lifestyle 
with being green and the overall town atmo-

sphere … I think it’s going to be one of the 
most unique combinations we’ve seen in this 
area and even nationwide.”

Babcock National homes will start at about 
$200,000 and include terrace and veranda 
condominiums as well as coach, executive 
and estate homes. The homes will be avail-
able for sale as part of a “bundled golf-course 
community,” so the price includes equity in 
the club. 

 A handful of homebuilders selected by 
Kitson & Partners are creating neighbor-

hoods at Babcock. In addition to Babcock 
National, Lennar is the builder for Babcock’s 
Trail’s Edge neighborhood. Other builders 
include Florida Lifestyle Homes, Fox Premier 
Builders, Homes by Towne, Pulte Homes, 
Solara Homes, and Stock Classic Homes. 

“We’re really pleased to have Lennar on 
board with Babcock National and it contin-
ues to round out all the offerings we have,” 
said Laura Keller, senior vice president of 
marketing and sales at Babcock. “(Lennar’s) 
focus and lifestyle program just fits in with 

Babcock’s ethos, really.”
In a survey of roughly 3,000 people over 

the last year who visited downtown Bab-
cock’s Discovery Center at Woodlea Hall, at 
least 30 percent indicated golf is an interest, 
Ms. Keller said. With the town certified for 
up to 54 holes, it leaves the possibility for 
two more 18-hole courses on the property 
for a community that is expected to hold 
some 19,500 homes and 50,000 people one 
day.  

GOLF
From page 1
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Babcock National will be similar in concept to Lennar’s Bonita National in Bonita Springs.  Both courses are designed by Gordon Lewis.

SHOT AT BABCOCK RANCH

  BABCOCK RANCH 

Students enjoying some time in the sun at the Babcock Neighborhood School.





America’s first solar-powered town  
 is open to everyone.

Drive electric car, eat organic  
 and recycle pretty much everything.

ANDREA & JOSH FORTIN 
Babcock Residents / Green Machines

Even works green.
MARK WILKERSON 

Babcock Resident / Solar Industry Veteran

People living green and those making it possible. Bandwidth cravers and fly rod casters. Anyone who 
wants to be happy, healthy and connected. All are welcome in the first town of its kind. The vision for 
a better life is now reality on 18,000 acres, setting a new standard for generations to come.

NEW HOMES FROM $200S TO OVER $1 MILLION   |   888.659.7488  |   BabcockRanch.com
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 Pulte Homes offers eight single-family  
 home designs in the Parkside neighborhood,  
 priced from $224,990, and four home  
 designs in the Lake Timber neighborhood,  
 priced from $289,990.

Stock Classic Homes offers nine 
single-family home designs in the 
Lake Timber and Lake Babcock 
neighborhoods, priced from  
$439,990.

Townhomes and single-family homes 
in Lake Timber starting from $395,000.

HOMES AT BABCOCK RANCH
FALL 2018 | A17www.BabcockRanchTelegraph.com

Pulte Homes
17528 Silverspur Drive
Babcock Ranch, Fl. 33982
877.843.9784

Stock Classic Homes  
42191 Lake Timber Drive
Babcock Ranch, Fl. 33982
239.558.1379

Solara Homes  
42881 Lake Babcock Drive
Suite 200
Babcock Ranch, FL 33982
(239) 290-6775

Florida Lifestyle Homes offers four single-
family home designs in the  Lake Timber  
and Lake Babcock neighborhoods, priced 
from $549,500.

Florida Lifestyle Homes
17101 Bullhorn Circle
Babcock Ranch, Fl. 33982
239.980.3054

 Lennar offers 14 villa and single-  
 family home designs in the Trail’s  
 Edge neighborhood, priced from  
 $187,999.

Lennar
17709 Wayside Bend
Babcock Ranch, Fl. 33982
888.214.1450

Fox Premier Builders offers four 
single-family home designs in the 
Lake Timber neighborhood, priced  
from $364,900.

Fox Premier Builders
42146 Lake Timber Drive
Babcock Ranch, Fl. 33982
239.822.2748

Homes by Towne offers eight single- 
family home designs in the Lake  
Timber neighborhood, priced from   
$349,900.

Homes By Towne
42556 Timber Walk Trail
Babcock Ranch, Fl. 33982
239.543.1055

Babcock Ranch 
unveils redesigned 
Discovery Center
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Your first stop on a visit to Babcock Ranch 

should always be the Discovery Center and in 

October it is a must-stop as Kitson & Partners 

unveils a newly redesigned Discovery Center at 

Woodlea Hall. The Discovery Center’s new and 

improved space offers visitors the opportunity 

to enjoy a more experiential introduction to the 

town and homes of Babcock Ranch.  Features 

include a theatre room for group demonstra-

tions and tours and bold, dynamic informational 

graphic panels that detail Babcock Ranch’s 

unique attributes, and a large timeline that 

encompasses an entire floor-to-ceiling wall 

detailing the rich history, present happen-

ings and future plans for America’s first solar-

powered town.  Interested homebuyers will 

want to peruse the additional display area that 

has been dedicated to telling the story of the 

neighborhoods and builders at Babcock Ranch.

Town Ambassadors are available seven days 

a week to provide overviews and tours of the 

new Discovery Center. On weekends begin-

ning in October, Town Ambassadors will provide 

guided bus tours through Babcock Ranch. 

Guests may also pre-register for Saturday morn-

ing tours to the FPL Solar Energy Center. To book 

a Solar Energy Center Tour, visit, babcockranch.

com/fpl-solar-field-tours.

Babcock Ranch Discovery Center
42850 Crescent Loop, #100

Babcock Ranch, FL 33982
Monday – Saturday 9 am – 5 pm

Sunday 11 am – 5 pm

I N S I D E :

BY SOLARA HOMES

Solara’s Kensington Model is a contemporary two-story townhome offering a first floor with over 1,000 square feet of totally open space that 

allows great flexibility. The downstairs is centered around a large U-shaped kitchen, dining area, two separate living areas and a small office 

or media room. The rear of the downstairs space opens to a 750-square-foot enclosed courtyard that can be optioned with a pool, spa, 

terrace, outdoor kitchen, outdoor fire pit and sitting area. The front of the townhome has a large full-length covered porch overlooking a 

private garden with views of the lakes and Founder’s Square, downtown Babcock. The rear of the first floor has a transom wall and open loft 

to the second floor with large windows that provide light to the entire downstairs. Upstairs are two master suites and a loft-style family room.  

Each townhome has a two-car garage. Options include an in-law suite with kitchen or a third bedroom.

The Kensington

INTRODUCING TOWNHOMES BY SOLARA HOMES

Specifications
 Base Price: $395,000

 2,540 sq.ft

 2 Bedrooms

 2.5 Bathrooms
   

Lake Timber

Home Type: Townhomes

Builder: Solara Homes

239.290.6775



BY FLORIDA LIFESTYLE HOMES

The Lauren model features a two-story great room overlooking Lake 

Timber. This Florida Lifestyle Homes model offers an amazing second 

story complete with two loft areas, a bonus room and en suite fourth 

bedroom. There’s plenty of room for the family with lots of outdoor living 

areas and a designer pool.

The Lauren

FLORIDA LIFESTYLE HOMES

FOX PREMIER BUILDERS

BY FOX PREMIER BUILDERS

Timberbuilt Home with rustic beams reflecting a casual lifestyle. 

Standard one car garage with a carport, but can be upgrad-

ed to the garage of your choice: two-car garage or two-car 

garage with an apartment over the garage.

The Cabin
Specifications

 Base Price: $529,000

 2,001 sq. ft.

 2 Bedrooms

2.5 Bathrooms

Lake Timber

Home Type: Alley-Loaded 
   Single Family

Builder: Fox Premier Builders

Specifications
 Base Price: $925,500

 4,081 sq.ft.

 4 Bedrooms

3 Bathrooms

Lake Timber

   Home Type: Single Family

239.980.3054

239.822.2748

Builder: Florida Lifestyle homes
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HOMES BY TOWNE

LENNAR

BY LENNAR

Perfect for casual living with 1,564 square feet of space, the Queen is an inviting choice for an attached villa. The Master suite boasts two large closets and 

a lavish master bath. The living room extends from the master suite for lovely conversation area, while the kitchen opens to a large dinette area sure to 

become the place for every meal. The study is the perfect spot for a media room or an office. The Queen’s large lanai calls for potted plants and growing 

herbs, and there is plenty of space in the two-car garage for everyone.

BY HOMES BY TOWNE

Live the good life with 2,660 square feet of versatile living space.This 

Sterling floor plan features three bedrooms plus an additional den 

and study which can be optioned as additional bedroom suites. The 

large great room, kitchen and dining area are ideal for socializing 

with access to the large lanai for enjoying the laid back, outdoor 

Florida lifestyle.

Sterling

Queen

Specifications
 Base Price: $196,999

 1,564 sq.ft.

 2 Bedrooms

2 Bathrooms

Trail’s Edge

 Home Type: Twin Villa

Builder: Lennar

Area

Living Area ......2,6

Lanai .................4
Porch .................3
Garage ..............6

Total Area........4,0

Specifications
 Base Price: $434,900 

 2,660 sq.ft.

 3 Bedrooms

3 Bathrooms

Lake Timber

     Home Type: Single Family

Builder: Homes by Towne

  

239.543.1055

888.214.1450
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PULTE HOMES

STOCK CLASSIC HOMES

BY PULTE HOMES

The Summerwood is a versatile floor plan that offers space perfect for families and empty nesters alike. Anywhere 

from two to five bedrooms and two to three baths are possible. The Summerwood boasts a modern and open con-

cept design, with a kitchen that has an island overlooking the bright gathering room, perfect for entertaining and 

everyday living. The space is partnered by a seamless flow to the dining area and outdoor living space. This model 

displays a two-car garage, and includes an expanded area ideal for a golf cart or some extra needed storage.

Summerwood

Crystal

Specifications
 Base Price: $240,990

 1,861 sq.ft.

 2 Bedrooms

2 Bathrooms

Parkside

     Home Type: Single Family

Builder: Pulte Homes

Specifications
 Base Price: $549,990

 3,076 sq.ft.

 3 Bedrooms

2.5 Bathrooms

Lake Timber

     Home Type: Single Family

Builder: Stock Classic Homes

More Life Built In

KITCHEN

OWNER'S
SUITE

CAFE

GATHERING
ROOM

FOYER

BATH

FLEX

BEDROOM 2

WIC

13'-1" x 15'-6"

11'-0" x 11'-11"

18'-2" x 18'-10"

11'-6" x 10'-11"

18'-8" x 20'-7"

12'-5" x 11'-8"

OPT. DROPPED TRAY

OPT.

OPT.
SEAT

O
PT

. S
LI

D
IN

G
 D

O
O

R

2-CAR GARAGE

LAUN

OPT. GARAGE 4' EXTENSION

COV. LANAI
13'-11" x 11'-11"

13'-3" x 9'-6"
GOLF CART

L

OPT. OUTDOOR
KITCHEN PREP

OPT.
SHOWER

   

   

239.558.1379

877.843.9784

BY STOCK CLASSIC HOMES

The Crystal’s 3,076-square-foot great room plan includes an island kitchen, study, 

three bedrooms, three-and-a-half baths, and a three-car garage. The open con-

cept plan provides a relaxed feel for entertaining friends and family. Two sets of 

elegant glass doors open into a large outdoor living space, drawing the eye to 

the most beautiful views.



Advancing 
Affordable Clean Energy 

in Florida.

By replacing older, less efficient power plants with modern clean energy centers, 
we’ve saved our customers $8 billion on fossil fuel and prevented 95 million tons 
of carbon dioxide emissions from being released into our environment. Today, 
we rank among the cleanest electric providers in the country, while our typical 
customer bill is about 30 percent lower than the national average. We’re working 
hard to deliver clean and affordable energy to homes and businesses across 
Florida. To learn more visit FPL.com.
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Primary care physicians coming to Babcock in December
BY GLENN MILLER

Babcock Ranch Telegraph Correspondent

The doctor is in and will see you now.
Those are sweet words that every man, 

woman and child loves hearing when seeking 
medical help.

Right after Thanksgiving and before 
Christmas, Babcock 
Ranch residents and 
nearby residents will 
begin hearing those 
words next to Founder’s 
Square.

On Dec. 5, Lee Phy-
sician Group Family 
Medicine at Babcock 
Ranch will begin rotat-
ing primary care physi-
cians into the Babcock 
Ranch Healthy Life 
Center. Lee Health phy-
sicians will be on site 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays offering 
primary medical care. 

“We will offer all the 
health services we offer 
at the (Fort Myers) Lee 
Health campus,” said 
Tammy Powell, system director for the Lee 
Physician Group Practice Operations. 

The medical practice will occupy 4,015 
square feet in the 26,400-square foot, two-
story Healthy Life Center on the east side of 
Founder’s Square.

“We will be using tele-medicine technology 
to connect some of the services we have on 
site with the Babcock Ranch residents,” Ms. 
Powell said. “They are things like psycholo-
gists, social support, dietitians, pharmacists, 
chronic care specialists.”

Lee Health signed a five-year lease earlier 
this year to provide health care to America’s 
first solar-powered town.

Lee Health officials like the synergy of the 
town and their own mission. Babcock Ranch 
is about healthy lifestyles, about community 
gardens and fitness and illness prevention. 
Babcock Ranch is also about walking, running, 
kayaking and cycling. It’s about having the 
Healthy Life Center right smack in the middle 
of the community’s downtown district.

The building is a monument to fitness and 

healthy lifestyles, a place brimming with sleek, 
state-of-the-art fitness equipment. Offering 
medical care in the same building seems like a 
natural fit for Lee Health officials.

“I think it aligns so well with wellness pro-
motion, health promotion, lifestyle medicine, 
how we always try to be on the cutting edge 
of medicine,” said Dr. Jennifer Dalrymple, a 
Lee Health family physician. “I think this is a 
great way to align all those goals.”

The arrival of medical care on Dec. 5 is 
another benchmark in Babcock Ranch’s mat-

uration from concept to genuine town. 
Richard and Robin Kinley moved into Bab-
cock Ranch on Jan. 3 and became its first resi-
dents. The couple has seen it grow ever since 
and certainly welcome Lee Physicians Group 
into a building they can walk to within 10 
minutes from their Lake Timber home.

“When you think about a small town you 
think about all the things that you’d like to see 
in a small town,” Mr. Kinley said.

He rattled off amenities such as a swim-
ming pool, restaurant, store and a place to 
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Lee Physician Group Family Medicine will begin rotating primary care physicians into the Babcock Ranch Healthy Life Center on Dec. 5.

POWELL

DALRYMPLE

Three Locations, Serving the West Coast of Florida

Sarasota 
6528 S. Tamiami Trail

Sarasota FL 34231
941-960-1403

Port Charlotte 
4014 Tamiami Trail

Port Charlotte FL 33952
941-743-2337

Fort Myers 
16257 S. Tamiami Trail
Fort Myers FL 33908

239-245-7335

Where will your guests sleep?
MILLER’S MURPHY BEDS CAN ANSWER THAT!

OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE DESIGNING & INSTALLING MURPHY BEDS, 
CLOSETS, GARAGES, AND ALL YOUR CABINETRY NEEDS.

TURN THAT EXTRA ROOM, GARAGE, OR LANAI  INTO A GUEST ROOM &/OR HOME OFFICE.
VISIT US ON OUR WEB SITE: WWW.MILLERSMURPHYBEDS.COM

OFFICE BY DAY BED BY NIGHT

COMPANY COMING?
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A SPORTING GOODS AND SUNDRY STORE AT BABCOCK RANCH, FLORIDA. 
RECREATIONAL RENTALS INCLUDING BIKES, KAYAKS, SUPs, AND OTHER COOL STUFF.

HOURS
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 10 AM - 5 PM       SUNDAY 11 AM - 5 PM      CLOSED MONDAYS

Experience The Outdoors. 

941.467.1485       OUTFITTERS@KITSONPARTNERS.COM       CURRYCREEKOUTFITTERS.COM
42850 CRESCENT LOOP BABCOCK RANCH, FLORIDA 33982

work out. His current primary care physician 
is in Fort Myers. Soon, he will get that care a 
short walk from his home.

“It’s just going to be a huge convenience,” 
Mr. Kinley said.

Patients such as Mr. Kinley will in a sense be 
seeing two doctors when they are told the doc-
tor will see them. Medical residents who already 
sport medical degrees will work with Lee 
Health faculty when they interact with patients.

Dr. Dalrymple is one of those faculty mem-
bers supervising the young doctors in the 
Florida State University College of Family Medi-
cine Residency Program. Getting to this point 
in their careers has been an achievement. More 
than 1,700 doctors applied to become a Lee 
Health resident. Only eight were selected.

“The residents are all physicians doing their 
last three years of training,” Dr. Dalrymple said.

The same medical residents and super-
vising physicians likely won’t always be the 
same people seen at Babcock Ranch on the 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays that the 
facility offers medical care.

“It will be on a rotation,” Mr. Powell said.
In a sense, the medical care will provide 

a bonus of sorts: two physicians at the same 

time seeing each patient.
“There will always be a faculty physician 

with the residents who are out there,” Dr. Dal-
rymple said. “I think that’s a big perk of resi-
dency care in general. You always have faculty 
physicians supervising, so you’re always seen 
by two physicians.”

Dr. Dalrymple added that the family medi-
cine residency participants are already highly 
trained.

“So they’ve completed four years of under-
graduation, pre-medical education and four 
years of medical education,” Dr. Dalrymple said.

The medical care that will be provided is 
geared toward one facet of medicine.

“It’s a primary care office,” Dr. Dalrymple 
said. “Not an urgent care or emergency 
department.”

Lee Health officials such as Ms. Powell and 
Dr. Dalrymple are intrigued and excited by 
the Babcock Ranch opportunity. They know 
the 18,000-acre community is a unique place 
and now they’re becoming part of it.

“It’s new and exciting,” Ms. Powell said. “It’s 
not something everyone is doing. We’re just 
thrilled to be a part of it.”  
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Babcock Ranch is about healthy lifestyles, community gardens, fitness and illness prevention.  
“Private travel is 
not for everyone, 
that’s what makes
it so special.”
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Air Ambulance
800-MED-JETS (633-5387) 
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800-AIR-TREK (247-8735)

www.AIRTREK.aero
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New general manager sees exciting changes in store at Table & Tap
BY KAREN FELDMAN

Food & Wine Editor

As a long-time food and beverage profes-
sional, Andrea Chiasson has come to expect 
and embrace change.

So the new general manager of Table & Tap 
at Babcock Ranch knows her team believes in 
the farm-to-table philosophy and can handle 
a competition smoker with as much aplomb 
as a vegan or vegetarian dish, all of which are 
going to be regular features of the fall menu.

“We are on an upswing,” she said with con-
fidence. “We haven’t come anywhere close to 
hitting our stride yet. We’re building the team, 
building the menu, changing the menu. Fall’s 
coming. Growing season is here.”

Table & Tap opened at Babcock Ranch 
in March 2017, before the first resident had 
moved in. It turned out that wasn’t a problem. 
It’s a mere 4 miles north of Bayshore Road 
in North Fort Myers, an easy drive and one 
that rewards those who make it with plenty 
of parking, a satisfying meal, adult beverages 
and even live music on occasion. It’s become 
a favorite among food devotees from both Lee 
and Charlotte counties. 

“We’re a thing,” Ms. Chiasson said, referring 
to the restaurant’s popularity. “Once we get 
people to come out one time, we’ve got them.

So now that people have discovered the 
restaurant, she believes it needs to step up its 
game even more to make sure it continues to 
meet the same high standards as the rest of 
the all-solar, sustainable community in which 
it is situated.

“We’re working constantly on the things 
that our guests like —great burgers and 
pulled pork sandwiches — but also on things 
they have an expectation for such as cleaner, 
plant-based foods,” she said. “There will be 
more vegan and vegetarian type items on the 
menu.”

It is “a natural progression of what’s going 
to be happening,” Ms. Chiasson said. “We’re 
going to be more responsible, doing less pork, 
more heart-healthy items and the things that 
go along with that.”

That doesn’t mean the whole menu will 
be overhauled. They intend to keep the most 
popular items on the current menu — things 
like the burgers and the Babcock Board that 
offers samplings of several items and is ideal 
for a table wanting to share some small bites. 
Instead, the new items will enhance what’s 
already working.

In order to ensure that there will be a 
steady source of local produce, Babcock now 
has a 2½-acre garden on which it will grow 
its own vegetables for use in the restaurant. 
Farmer Ken Ryan — who owned and oper-
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Babcock Ranch’s Tabele & Tap opened nearly 
two years ago and has been a hit with foodies 
from both Lee and Charlotte counties.
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Andrea Chiasson, the new general manager to Table & Tap, says it’s time to step up its game 
even more to make sure it continues to meet the same high standards as the rest of Babcock 
Ranch.

About Campbell’s Enrolled Agents & Co., Inc.
Campbell’s Enrolled Agents & Co, Inc. is a full service accounting firm. We are Enrolled Agents  (A Federally Licensed Tax Practitioner who has demonstrated 
techincal competence in tax law. The only taxpayer representative licensed by the Federal Goverment. Pre-
pare tax returns for individuals and all other entities. EA’s specialize in taxation. Required to maintain profes-
sionsl skills and education each year. Advises and represents taxpayers who are being audited or are unable 
to pay the Internal Revenue Service.)
I have over 25 years of experience in taxation, the company has been in Punta Gorda, Florida for 32 years 
(since 1986). We have four EA’s on staff and one CPA. We have a full bookkeeping and payroll department 
to handle all of your accounting, payroll, salestax and quartery reports.  We will assist you in setting up your 
new business and determining which is the best entity for your operations. 
We prepare Individual, Estate, Trust, Small Business, Corporations, LLC, Non-Profits, Partnerships, Foreign 
and Foreign Corporations, along with all State returns. We are also a Certified Acceptance Agent to assist in getting an 
Individual Taxpayer Identificataion Number (ITIN). 
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405 Tamiami Trail  |  Punta Gorda, FL, 33950  |  941-639-0680  |  Info@CampbellsEA.com www.campbellsenrolledagents.com

Total protection for 
all your insurance needs

We’re Brightway, North Ft. Myers, your local
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Give us a call today for a free quote.

Home          Flood          Auto          Boat 
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ated Herban Gardens in North Fort Myers for 
many years and is well known for his organic 
and sustainable microgreens and vegetables 
— will continue to supply some of the bounty 
and will consult with the staff on growing 
techniques for the new garden.

“We couldn’t have a better farm partner 
than Ken,” Ms. Chiasson said.

And there’s the new competition smoker 
that will allow the kitchen staff to smoke 
even more meats and vegetables than the old 
smoker did. “It really has their creative juices 
flowing,” she said.

Originally from central Massachusetts, 
where she began as a server, Ms. Chiasson 
has worked in the restaurant industry at large 
hotels and in the golf industry for a while 
— or as she calls it, “hospitality with golf 
carts.”

When her husband retired, the couple 
moved to Fort Myers and she returned to 
food and beverage, first at Colonial Country 
Club and then at places including Ford’s 
Garage and The Edison, where she served as 
the sales and events manager.

She assumed her position at Table & Tap 
in the spring and is loving the experience of 
ensuring all the elements that make a great 
restaurant come together.

“It’s about providing an hour’s worth of 
experience,” she said. “It’s about great food 
— not necessarily ‘foofy’ food, but food that’s 
easily recognizable, well prepared and well 
executed. It’s about providing a good team 
to back that up, and that includes the service 
staff, the bar staff and the host staff.

“And it’s making sure that at the end of the 
day, if everybody goes home with a smile, 
then we’ve had a good day. And I don’t mean 
just our guests. I mean if the staff goes home 
laughing, too. It’s the whole package, feeling 
like we have accomplished the same thing. 
Then we’ve won.”  
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Table & Tap
42860 Crescent Loop, 
Babcock Ranch, 941-235-6906

Reservations can be made 
through Open Table.
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Old world meets new at Babcock in Solara Homes by Banroc
BY ROGER WILLIAMS

Babcock Ranch Telegraph Correspondent

Harry Bandinel 
speaks five languages 
with words and a sixth 
with architectural 
design: the language of 
fine homebuilding in 
European- and tropical-
inspired living spaces 
that takes advantage 
both of environment 
and state-of-the-art technologies.

Born and raised in French-speaking Cana-
da, he’s traveled the world and lived in Europe 
and Costa Rica for extended periods. So when 
his Naples-based company, Solara Homes by 
Banroc (from “sol,” the Latin word for sun), 
begins construction this fall on townhomes 
and single-family homes at Babcock Ranch, 
the old world will marry the new in every 
structure. 

Mr. Bandinel is employing Bonita Springs-
based GATES Inc. for construction of his 
company’s homes at Babcock. 

“It’s a perfect match for us to use them as 
the general contractor,” Mr. Bandinel said. 
“Their work is exceptional, they’re completely 
dependable and professional, and they can do 
anything.”

GATES has built such noteworthy jewels 
in the Southwest Florida crown as Golisano 
Children’s Hospital, several buildings at Flor-
ida SouthWestern State College, Ave Maria 
School of Law and Royal Palm Academy in 
Naples. The company also does luxury cus-
tom homes and clubhouses in communities 
including Talis Park, Heritage Palms, Wind-
star on Naples Bay and Pelican Isle.

Solara Homes are state-of-the-art in mate-
rials and smart technology.

“The upstairs of each townhome has an 
open terrace — it looks like a rooftop terrace 
in Mykonos,” Mr. Baldinel explained, describ-
ing the Greek island. “That was the inspira-
tion for it: to be outdoors and be able to sit 
out and enjoy the evening, or the stars and the 
night, like the Greeks do.”

The downstairs of Solara’s townhomes 
— built in either two or three per structure, 
each with 2,000 square feet of living space 
— will have combined kitchen and dining 
rooms with French doors opening onto a 
patio. Courtyards of 25-by-35 feet will extend 
from the rear of each home, a design feature 
inspired by Spanish village architecture. 

Those courtyards will be surrounded by 
8-foot walls (a feature of English town and 
city “gardens”) for complete privacy. For fin-
ishing the space, Solara offers buyers several 
options: real gardens, gazebos, fire pits, saunas 

or hot tubs, etc. 
And in Babcock’s tradition, the townhomes 

each have a front porch as well, Mr. Bandinel 
added.

The first 25 or so townhomes will sit near 
Founder’s Square overlooking the lake.

The single-family homes will rise a bit 
farther out from the town center but also in 
Babcock’s original neighborhood, Lake Tim-

ber — and also overlooking the lake, for those 
who wish.

Prices range from $395,000-$475,000 for 
townhomes and $395,000-$650,000 for sin-
gle-family homes.

The single-family homes come in four 
L-shaped models with living areas from 
1,800-3,000 square feet. 

“They’re all slightly different but they have 
one thing in common: a private interior 
courtyard,” Mr. Bandinel says. “These homes 
are called ‘alley products,’ because you access 
the garage from the alley in the rear.” 

As with other homes in Babcock, a spacious 
front porch greets visitors in the front.

“But back between the garage and the 
house there’s a 40-by-30 foot courtyard, 
walled in with total privacy,” Mr. Bandinel 
explains. “The master bedroom, kitchen, din-
ing room all look out on the courtyard. It’s set 
up to have a pool, spa, fireplace, a garden — 
that’s what’s unique.”

In addition, each home can have a guest 
cottage in back with its own kitchen and bed-
room/bathroom in about 350 square feet. 

 Each guest cottage also has its own genera-
tor, gas supply and air-conditioning, “so if a 
storm hits and you’re out of power for 10 days 
or a couple of weeks, you can be very com-
fortable. We think with things getting warmer 
from climate change, and storms more fre-
quent and heavier, this is a good thing to 
have.”

There are other good things as well. 
Although Babcock Ranch is the first solar-
powered town in the U.S. with hundreds of 
acres of nearby solar panels, homeowners are 
still power-company customers.

“So we’re giving buyers the option, and 
encouraging them to have solar in their 
homes — to be independent,” Mr. Bandinel 
said.
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The Solara townhomes at Babcock Ranch.
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The Bertram Model by Solara Homes.

BANDINEL
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42881 Lake Babcock Drive – Suite 200, Babcock Ranch, FL 33982

• Holiday Parties
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• Business 
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That means each home can be entirely self-
sufficient. It adds about $30,000 to the base 
price of the home, which comes out to only 
about $60 or $70 a month added on to your 
mortgage, he noted. 
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We make 
insurance a 
priority, so you  
don’t have to.

We understand you have more important things to take care of in life than comparing insurance plans. That’s why at McGriff Insurance 

© 2018, McGriff Insurance Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

13515 Bell Tower Drive
Fort Myers, FL 33907

239-433-4535

4704 SE 9th Place, Suite 102
Cape Coral, FL 33904

239-772-5400

889 11th Ave. N, Suite 201
Naples, FL 34108
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Whether it’s your Home

We have you TRULY protected!
or your Business...

BABCOCK RANCH TELEGRAPH

The Canterbury town home.

For more information or to arrange tours or 
visits:

■ Go to the Babcock Ranch Discovery Center 
and ask for information on Solara Homes.

■ Contact David Stonier, Banroc’s marketing 
agent available 24/7, at 239-290-6775, 
or visit him at the company offi ce in the 
Hatchery at Babcock: models are open for 
tours from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.

■ Contact Harry Bandinel: 
941-716-0720.
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Catering!
FROM HOT DOGS TO WHOLE HOGS - WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!
Catering Available For Any Size Event! Call Amanda at (239) 209-0940

We have Pick-Up, 
Delivery and 

Full Catering Staff  
Services Available! 

Take Out Call 239-693-2223
13908 State Road 80 (Across from Riverdale High School)gg

Find Your Location, View Our Menu
or Download Our APP at ribcity.com

AROUND BABCOCK
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Jack Peeples, Telegraph parks will add to the 
variety of adventures at Babcock

BY GLENN MILLER

Babcock Ranch Telegraph Correspondent

Babcock Ranch land planner Amanda 
Staerker’s guided tour of the town’s newest 
park and trail began in a second-floor con-
ference room at The Hatchery. Ms. Staerker 
placed two maps on a large table that showed 
particulars of 4.5-acre Jack Peeples Park and 
the location of Telegraph Park, a hiking and 
nature trail.

Both are expected to open by the end of the 
year. “We don’t have a firm date,” she said. 

Maps such as a schematic design of Jack 
Peeples Park provide a great deal of informa-
tion. Ms. Staerker, though, knows it’s one 
thing to look at maps and another to venture 
outdoors, away from conference tables and 
eyeball what maps show.

So that’s what we did. We drove a short dis-
tance from The Hatchery in Founder’s Square 
to Jack Peeples Park.

“This is it,” she told a visitor as they 
approached the park.

Indeed it was. Workers were placing the 
finishing touches on the park, which is an 
NFL punt away from Babcock Neighborhood 
School. A grassy multi-purpose field is to the 
left of sports courts as one looks from the 
parking lot.

The field could be used for nearly anything, 
from touch football to soccer to yoga to day-
dreaming.

Fitting Babcock Ranch’s general theme of 
active lifestyles, Jack Peeples Park will have 
a bit of everything: a full-length basketball 
court, six tennis courts, four pickleball courts 
and two bocce courts. Plus picnic tables. And 
bicycle racks for those who come and go 
under pedal power.

Final touches such as basketball hoops 
and tennis nets had yet to be installed, but 
the courts were in place and appeared nearly 
ready for jump shots on one court and lobs 
on the others.

We left the park and drove a short distance 
to a dead end, got out of the car and walked 
through mud and dirt and grass to the site 
of Telegraph Park. To date, the linear park 
consists of brambles and weeds and trees run-

ning alongside a canal. Don’t look for it to be 
paved.

The land planner walked up a berm that 
parallels the canal. The trail is atop the berm, 
a few feet above the water. The ground was 

VANDY MAJOR / BABCOCK RANCH TELEGRAPH

The Dick Cuda Trail is part of the new parks at Babcock Ranch that will include the 4.5-acre Jack Peeples Park. When it opens later this year, 
will feature a multipurpose field, a basketball court, tennis courts, pickleball courts and bocce courts, plus picnic tables and bike racks.
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Dick Cuda, Babcock Ranch founder Syd Kitson and Jack Peeples. Babcock Ranch would not 
be a reality if not for Mr. Cuda and Mr. Peeples. Their names are now permanently attached to 
Babcock Ranch, with a trail named in honor of Mr. Cuda and a park for Mr. Peeples.

still a bit soggy from a late summer rain.
In many ways, the trail epitomizes what 

Babcock Ranch is about, incorporating nature 
and the town’s agricultural heritage with a 
21st century respect and even love for nature.

“The trail was already really there,” Ms. 
Staerker said. “We just have to do minor 
maintenance of what’s already there. We will 
install boardwalks over things like old cattle 
crossings, but it’s really intended to have a 
rustic, adventurous feel.”

It will be a trail for Babcock residents and 
visitors to experience Florida nature, to listen 
to caws of birds, revel in the shade of trees 
and soak up sunshine.

That, of course, is a big part of Babcock 
Ranch’s appeal.

“We want to keep everything as natural as 
possible,” Ms. Staerker said.

“The west side is really going to be more 
like a hiking trail,” Ms. Staerker said. “The 
other side uses the old ag roads.” By “ag” she 
meant agriculture roads reaching back to 

Babcock Ranch’s rich history of farming and 
ranching.

Eventually, Babcock Ranch will have 50 
miles of hiking and biking trails.

Telegraph Park probably won’t be suitable 
for street bicycles. Hybrid bicycles, yes. “Defi-
nitely a fat tire bike,” Ms. Staerker said.

There are many other places within Bab-
cock Ranch suitable for riding street bikes 
with thin tires. On any given day, residents 
and visitors alike no doubt see bicyclists ped-
aling along on the community’s wide and safe 
streets.

Babcock Ranch is not a gated community. 
Anybody can drive in and shop or dine, bicycle 
around the community and, soon, enjoy Jack 
Peeples Park and Telegraph Park. 

“We have a lot of non-residents come and 
cycle, check out the place. I think that’s really 
important because we are a town, not a gated 
community.”

And because every town needs parks, Bab-
cock Ranch provides. 

11741 Palm Beach Blvd. 
East Fort Myers

Serving SW Florida Since 1922!

Home of Community Banking
Over the years our residential lenders have partnered to grow communities stronger

by helping customers realize their dreams of home ownership. 

Don’t wait – apply today – our lenders are ready to help and look forward to your visit.

(941) 467-1492  | 42850 Crescent Loop, 
Babcock Ranch, FL 33982

@ReChargeJuiceCo

Complete the full circuit and your  
10TH DRINK IS FREE!
For a limited time, receive  
5 circuit completions  
with every new Frequency Card.*

 

Frequency Card
Introducing our

*Frequency Cards are provided at no cost and have no cash 
value. All new Frequency Cards issued through 12/31/18 will 
receive 5 completed circuits. Frequency cards are  
valid through 3/31/19.
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 1. Heather Fitzenhagen 
and Tyler Kitson

 2. Stacy Lomonaco, Shannon 
Treece, Jeb Bush, Christy Noe, 
Richard Lewis, Angela Katz, Dr. 
Robert Kenny, Megan Just 
and Dr. Jennifer Languell

 3. Chris Vallace, Hunter Schenk 
and Gerard de Gunzburg

 4. Darrell Treece and 
Principal Shannon Treece

 5. Stephen O’Donnell and 
Kristen O’Donnell

 6. Shannon Admire and 
Michelle Sandel

 7. Kristine Garretto and 
Katie Chaney

 8. Amanda Joyce
 9. Bryce Luchan and 

Christine Carey
 10. Larry Antonucci, Syd Kitson 

and Jeb Bush
 11 Callie Tingley, Jenny Schoonover 

and Sara Goldstein
 12. Chris Ressler, Valerie Marino, 

Madi Grooms and Gloria Kloter
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AROUND BABCOCK
Grand opening of the newest Babcock Neighborhood School
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FORT MYERS SHOWROOM | 13170 S. Cleveland Ave., Fort Myers, FL 33907 
NAPLES • FORT MYERS • SARASOTA • CORAL GABLES • BOCA RATON • ROBBSTUCKY.COM

Introducing…

uniquely yours at

PROFESSIONAL INTER IOR DESIGN SERVICES:
 Space Planning
 Color Specification
 Furniture Selection
 In-home Consultation

 Accessorization
 Rugs & Flooring
 Lighting Fixtures
 Window Treatments

 Custom Closets
 Home Electronics
  Legendary 
Installation Services

STOREWIDE CLEARANCE
Save up to 80% OFF* floor samples & discontinued items!
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Sustainable Babcock
BY LAURA TICHY-SMITH

Babcock Ranch Telegraph Correspondent

The way that Babcock Ranch is bringing 
together many different sustainability strate-
gies received a showcase in November in the 
form of an educational broadcast streamed to 
150 classrooms in 63 countries. Dr. Jennifer 
Languell, a consultant from Trifecta Con-
struction Solutions and a star of the Discov-
ery Channel’s “Discovery Project Earth” series, 
spoke to the school children from atop The 
Hatchery in Founder’s Square. Dr. Languell 
said she told the fifth and sixth graders sus-
tainability requires not only the environment 
but community and economics as well.

“Most people, when they hear green or 
sustainable, think environment,” she said, “but 
it has to be financially viable in order to be 
sustainable. If you don’t have the balance with 
societal impact and economics, you don’t 
have sustainable. Babcock really does focus 
on that societal component because it’s very 
geared towards community. You get this feel-
ing when you’re there that it’s different.”

Of the original 91,000-acre ranch, Kitson & 
Partners sold 73,000 acres to the state and Lee 
County for a preserve and is only developing 
half of the remaining 18,000 acres. The develop-
ers held public charrettes, asking environmental 

agencies and the public for help with identifying 
the most environmentally sensitive features of 
the land. The areas selected for development 
primarily comprise land that had already been 
disturbed for agriculture or mining.

“Our footprint is a little less than 10 percent 
of the original ranch, and that really does speak 
volumes when you look at it that way,” said John 
Broderick, senior vice president of development 
with Kitson & Partners. “It’s not common to 
find a developer who is willing to put 50 percent 
of its land into conservation easements.”

Mr. Broderick explained that the developers 
are combining innovative strategies for storm 
water management, solar power generation, 
energy-efficient buildings, relocation of trees, 
and transportation that encourages walking, 
biking and riding public autonomous shuttles 
in order to create a town that sustains the 
integrity of the environment. 

“It’s not that Babcock is going crazy and 
doing all of this stuff,” Dr. Languell said. “It’s 
just that they’re doing so many components 
where other people have done just one piece, 
and Babcock is doing it in a very methodical 
way so that they make informed decisions 
moving forward. If we are not successful, that 
would tell people that sustainability is not 
successful, and that’s not what we want to 
have happen. We want this to work.” 

 BABCOCK RANCH TELEGRAPH

The areas selected for Babcock Ranch comprise land that had already been disturbed for agri-
culture or mining. The rest, about 90 percent, is a state preserve.
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Fort Myers, 1560 Matthew Drive, Suite E, 239.931.7566
Punta Gorda, 407 E. Marion Avenue, Suite 101, 941.639.7627 

Sanibel, 695 Tarpon Bay Road, Unit 13, 239.312.4056
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Three locations to serve you...

www.hmdlegal.com

Attorneys Serving
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Jason Holtz
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Let our lawyers work with you to address your legal concerns. 
Our offices are conveniently located in Fort Myers,
Punta Gorda, Sanibel Florida.
Call the firm at 239.931.7566 to arrange your consultation

42850 CRESCENT LOOP, BABCOCK RANCH, FL 33982
tableandtap.co | 800-659-7488

MONDAY – THURSDAY  |  11AM - 9PM
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SUNDAY  |  11AM - 7 PM
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EXCITING NEW OPPORTUNITIES
From Stock at Babcock Ranch

BROKER PARTICIPATION WELCOMED. ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT 
REPRESENTATIONS REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE.  
NOT AN OFFERING WHERE PROHIBITED BY STATE LAW. PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

Stock, one of the region’s leading luxury homebuilders, is now building in Babcock Lake, a beautiful new neighborhood 

on the shores of Lake Babcock, surrounded by lake and nature preserves. Stock is also building in Lake Timber,  

the inaugural neighborhood in America’s first solar-powered town. Come experience the quality and style of a Stock home, 

and choose from our collection of three and four-bedroom homes that emphasize front-porch living, all with spacious 

interiors and great outdoor living spaces. With furnished models and move-in-ready homes to experience,  

now is the time to find your Stock dream home at Babcock Ranch. 

42191 LAKE TIMBER DRIVE | BABCOCK RANCH, FL 33982 | 239.249.6260

StockDevelopment.com

FIND OUR QUALITY IN THESE EXCEPTIONAL LOCATIONS:

BABCOCK RANCH | FORT MYERS | MARCO ISLAND | NAPLES | PALM BEACH | SARASOTA

FLStockDevelopment

From the low $400s


