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Battling cystic fi brosis, Melody Lynn put off a lung transplant to receive her 
diploma, leaving her family, fellow graduates and everyone ...
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INSPIRED

Melody Lynn uses her cell phone to check with family in hopes of finding 
them in the crowd after the graduation ceremony at FGCU. 

ELODY LYNN THANKS GOD FOR FACE-
book. She can keep up with the 
girls she grew up dancing with — 
girls, now young women, doing 
headstands in China, gazing up at 
the Eiffel Tower, cheering in the 
student section of college football 

games. Ms. Lynn lives through them, through their 
pictures and posts. She writes back to them on 
the social networking website: “I will be getting a 
double lung transplant, hopefully very soon.”

Ms. Lynn has cystic fibrosis. She has spent her 
life focused on a number — her pulmonary func-
tion. She has watched her number drop lower and 

M

SEE INSPIRED, A8 

BY ATHENA PONSUSHIS
Special to Florida Weekly

Economic 
development
Local efforts appear to be 
working… slowly. B1 

Ring in the new
Check out our listings
before making your plans
for New Year’s Eve. C1 

 Bonita Springs reaches crossroads

It’s nearly circus time in Bonita 
Springs, with curious Neapolitans just to 
the south holding ringside seats to the 
political circus culminating on Jan. 31. 

On that Tuesday, Bonita’s incumbent 

mayor and native son Ben Nelson slugs it 
out at the voting booth with retired federal 
agent and challenger David Grothaus.

Republicans in Florida — a pow-
erhouse state with 29 electoral votes 
— will also be picking a presidential 
candidate in Florida’s GOP primary that 
day, the nation’s fourth behind Iowa (six 

electoral votes), New Hampshire (four) 
and South Carolina (nine).

While the mayoral race pits long local 
business experience (Mr. Nelson, owner 
of Nelson’s Marine Construction) against 
wide federal management experience (Mr. 
Grothaus, retired agent of the federal 

SEE CROSSROADS, A10 

BY ROGER WILLIAMS
rwilliams@fl oridaweekly.com 

Holiday happenings
Despite no frosty weather,
the festive spirit thrives.

Events, A18 
Photos, C22-25 



 

Dr. Jamie E. Weaver, DPM
Foot and Ankle Surgeon 

DR. JAMIE E. WEAVER, DPM 
the latest addition to the Joint Replacement 
Institute, will further the Institute’s goal to 
provide comprehensive orthopedic care as a 
specialist in Foot and Ankle Surgery. She has 
distinguished herself as a podiatric physician 
who offers complete patient care with state-
of-the-art treatment modalities and surgical 
techniques. Keeping patients pain free and  
active is both her passion and her mission.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME 
Privileges at BCHC      |     Most Insurances Accepted         

Specializing in 
FOOT &  ANKLE SURGERY

-  Bunion and Hammertoe Surgery

-  Diabetic Foot Care

-  Laser Therapy for Toenail Fungus

-  PodoPediatrics: 
Flat Feet and Toe Walkers

-  Achilles Tendonitis 

-  Heel Pain/Plantar Fascitis

-  Arthritis Management: 
Foot and Ankle

-  Sports Medicine

-  Neuropathy 

239  676.2663 (BONE)
www.JointInstituteFL.com

3501 Health Center Boulevard, Suite #2180 
Bonita Springs, FL   34135

Monday – Friday    8:30AM - 5PM
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Crossing the other Delaware: a personal view of Christmas

In the American cultural vernacular, 
which may prove as confusing to you as it 
frequently does to me, the first Christmas 
did not occur 2,011 years ago.

Instead, the first Christmas took place 
exactly 235 years ago, on a frigid night a few 
miles north of Philadelphia.

In this whimsical, transformative nation, 
holidays that began as one thing inevitably 
become another — and none more so than 
Christmas.

During the evening of Dec. 25, 1776, 
Christmas Love (defined as the love of 
Christ come, for Christians) must have 
seemed as remote as the North Pole to 
the 2,400 men who crossed the Delaware 
River out of Pennsylvania. They moved 
out in sleet and snow equipped with newly 
issued flints for their weapons on George 
Washington’s command, gathering on the 
riverfront from positions near McKonkey’s 
Ferry.

At that point the self-declared United 
States of America — where you and I will 
eat to our heart’s content this Christmas  
— amounted to 174 days worth of upstart 
nation. Brand new, the nation was also 
under siege, wrapped in a winter storm, 
and starving.

Most of Washington’s men couldn’t 
swim, but they swallowed their fear. Ice 
floes in the river presented a significant 
danger to their heavily-laden boats as they 

labored in frigid darkness toward the Jersey 
shore.

None of it was pretty. In sloppy, strug-
gling fashion commanders and a regiment 
of experienced seamen from Marblehead, 
Mass., with others, finally landed the force 
mostly intact at Trenton, on the east bank 
of the river. 

There, things changed forever. That fact 
remains the nation’s most singular Christ-
mas gift to itself. 

The Americans caught the winter-
encamped Hessian troops (competent pro-
fessional soldiers in the pay of the British 
army) completely off guard and besotted 
from Christmas revelry. Thus they won the 
first real victory in our history, at the end of 
what had been a very bad year. 

Had Washington been killed or captured 
(a distinct possibility since he was among 
the first to land on the far shore), history 
would have gone barking up a different tree. 

It almost did, anyway. Previously, his 
men had succeeded only in having their 
rear ends kicked out of New York and 
chased all over New Jersey by the British 
and their allies.

But only six days before Christmas, 
Thomas Payne came out with a feisty pam-
phlet called “Common Sense,” in Phila-
delphia. It included the most famous lines 
he ever wrote. The language was so com-
pelling that against all reason it boosted 
morale among the half frozen, half sick, 
woefully undernourished Americans.

“These are the times that try men’s 
souls,” Mr. Payne wrote. “The summer 
soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in 
this crisis, shrink from the service of his 
country; but he that stands it now, deserves 

the love and thanks of man and woman. 
Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; 
yet we have this consolation with us, that 
the harder the conflict, the more glorious 
the triumph.”

No doubt many would have settled for an 
easier conflict and reduced rations of glory 
along with a hot meal, but they weren’t 
given the choice. 

For all those Americans, including 
women, children and the old people left 
to gather food, feed families and manage 
farms and homes, Christmas Love required 
sacrifice and the recognition of imminent 
mortality.

To all of them, everything must have 
seemed tenuous.

I’ve always thought of Christmas that 
way, too — as a time when existence can 
become, paradoxically, both sumptuous and 
desperate.

In such a time, each of us must cross our 
own Delaware — which means that each 
of us must define Christmas Love as any 
force or energy that allows us to make the 
crossing, no matter how tenuously or what 
shape it takes. 

If, for example, you haven’t spoken to a 
relative or an old friend with whom you’ve 
fallen out, you’re facing the river.

If you haven’t forgiven yourself for a 
mistake made in another time — which 
means confronting your own weakness or 
blindness, and moving on  — you’re facing 
the river.

If the echoes of the dead or the memories 
of Christmases past become not the voices 
of angels but a chorus of tyrants beckoning 
you to surrender the joyous moment in 
order to suffer the once-upon-a-time, you’re 

facing the river.
Charles Dickens, the great British novel-

ist, knew the music of this tune intimately, 
which was why he wrote, “A Christmas 
Carol.”

In any case, something has to be faced 
and changed. And you have to face it and 
change it. 

Christmas is a time to do that, just as it 
was for Washington and the men, women 
and children who faced his Delaware River.

For somebody I never knew, here’s one 
more river. Late on Dec. 24, 1976, I drove out 
of the gates of Camp Lejeune, N.C., home of 
the Second Marine Division, bound toward 
Wilmington, 50 or so miles to the south. I 
was bent on attending midnight Mass at an 
orthodox church.

The narrow two-lane blacktop ribboned 
a North Carolina night so black in the flat 
piedmont  that I could see nothing beyond 
my own headlights for miles, until a flash-
ing of red and blue came distantly into view.

I slowed, approached and passed. Two 
cars had collided head on. The bodies of 
five dead lay under sheets near the devas-
tated wreckage. Midnight was 90 minutes 
away.

At the church, a packed Christmas cele-
bration of such candlelit, incense-infused 
magnificence occurred — with chanting, 
bells, the sprinkling of holy water and all 
the sensuous ornamentation of celebra-
tory life — that I’ve never been able to 
forget either the blood or the glory.

And now it’s only Christmas Love I 
want for those who may still love the vic-
tims of that long ago night. May they, with 
all of us,  find it in themselves to cross the 
Delaware. ■
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If Newt Gingrich is the Republican 
nominee, he promises to hound Presi-
dent Barack Obama until he agrees to 
appear with him at a series of Lincoln-
Douglas-style three-hour debates. This 
is a cutting-edge Gingrich proposal — 
that he has been making since at least 
1992.

Back then, he was challenging Boston 
Mayor Ray Flynn to Lincoln-Douglas 
debates on urban issues. Gingrich’s 
obsession with the clash between Abra-
ham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas in 
the 1858 Illinois Senate race isn’t new 
and interesting; it is a trope of his going 
back decades. 

The “New Newt” surging in the 
Republican polls overlaps so signifi-
cantly with the former version that the 
“Old Newt” should be suing for copy-
right infringement.

The New Newt talks of teaching a 
course as president; the Old Newt came 
to grief teaching a course as House 
speaker. The New Newt is outraging the 

left by saying poor kids should work; the 
Old Newt provoked his opponents by 
saying more kids should be in orphan-
ages. The New Newt’s presidential cam-
paign has at times seemed a vast book 
tour; the Old Newt immediately got 
embroiled in a controversy over a multi-
million-dollar book deal as speaker.

The New Newt says he’s 68 years 
old and therefore has mellowed and 
matured, but the Gingrich story is less 
the tale of a slow evolution toward 
steadiness and wisdom than the fable of 
the scorpion and the frog. The scorpion 
stung the frog as it hitched a ride across 
the river because it couldn’t help itself. 
Newt is intellectually frenetic by nature.

There’s something tremendously 
invigorating about this. They called Lin-
coln “old” when he was in his 30s, a tes-
tament to his gravity. Newt feels young 
even though he’s about as old as Ronald 
Reagan when he ran in 1980. If Franklin 
Roosevelt was like a bottle of cham-
pagne, according to Winston Churchill, 
Gingrich is like a snort of helium. 

His volatility makes it impossible to 
make any statement about him as a gen-
eral-election candidate with assurance. 
Will he enthuse the Republican base? 
Yes, right up to the moment he stops 
enthusing it with some jarring provo-

cation. Will he beat President Obama 
in the debates? Yes, right up until he 
makes an ill-tempered comment that 
washes away all his impressive knowl-
edge and brilliant formulations. Will 
he be the bipartisan healer, the partisan 
bomb-thrower or the post-partisan big 
thinker? Yes, yes and yes.

All that is predictable about Newt is 
that he is unpredictable, and, irresist-
ibly, an election that should be about 
President Obama and his record will 
become about the heat and light gener-
ated by his electric performance. That’s 
the way it was as speaker, too. Eventu-
ally, he wore out his welcome in epic 
fashion. 

More than a decade after he was 
cashiered as speaker, he’s back on the 
basis of his superlative handling of the 
debates. He is better-informed and has 
more philosophical depth than any of 
his rivals. Despite all his meanderings 
through the years, he knows how to win 
over a conservative audience as well as 
anyone. The debates have held out the 
alluring promise of a New Newt. But 
beware: The Old Newt lurks. ■

— Rich Lowry is editor of the Nation-
al Review.

“You’ve been negotiating all my life,” 
Anjali Appadurai told the plenary ses-
sion of the U.N.’s 17th “Conference of 
Parties,” or COP 17, the official title 
of the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference in Durban, South Africa. 
Appadurai, a student at the ecologically 
focused College of the Atlantic in Bar 
Harbor, Maine, addressed the plenary 
as part of the youth delegation. She con-
tinued: “In that time, you’ve failed to 
meet pledges, you’ve missed targets, 
and you’ve broken promises. But you’ve 
heard this all before.”

After she finished her address, she 
moved to the side of the podium, off 
microphone, and in a manner familiar 
to anyone who has attended an Occupy 
protest, shouted into the vast hall of 
staid diplomats, “Mic check!” A crowd 
of young people stood up, and the call-
and-response began:

Appadurai: “Equity now!”
Crowd: “Equity now!”
Appadurai: “You’ve run out of excuses!”
Crowd: “You’ve run out of excuses!”
Appadurai: “We’re running out of time!”
Crowd: “We’re running out of time!”
Appadurai: “Get it done!”
Crowd: “Get it done!”
That was Friday, at the official clos-

ing plenary session of COP 17. The 
negotiations were extended, virtually 
nonstop, through Sunday, in hopes of 
avoiding complete failure. At issue were 
arguments over words and phrases -- 
for instance, the replacement of “legal 
agreement” with “an agreed outcome 
with legal force,” which is said to have 
won over India to the Durban Platform.

The countries in attendance agreed to a 
schedule that would lead to an agreement 
by 2015, which would commit all countries 

to reduce emissions starting no sooner 
than 2020, eight years into the future.

“Eight years from now is a death 
sentence on Africa,” Nigerian environ-
mentalist Nnimmo Bassey, chairperson 
of Friends of the Earth International, 
told me. “For every one-degree Cel-
sius change in temperature, Africa is 
impacted at a heightened level.” He lays 
out the extent of the immediate threats 
in his new book about Africa, “To Cook 
a Continent.”

Bassey is one among many concerned 
with the profound lack of ambition 
embodied in the Durban Platform, which 
delays actual, legally binding reductions 
in emissions until 2020 at the earliest, 
whereas scientists globally are in over-
whelming agreement: The stated goal of 
limiting average global temperature rise 
to 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahren-
heit) will soon be impossible to achieve. 
The International Energy Agency, in its 
annual World Energy Outlook released 
in November, predicted “cumulative 
CO2 (carbon dioxide) emissions over 
the next 25 years amount to three-quar-
ters of the total from the past 110 years, 
leading to a long-term average tempera-
ture rise of 3.5 (degrees) C.”

Despite optimistic pronouncements to 
the contrary, many believe the Kyoto 
Protocol died in Durban. Pablo Solon, the 
former Bolivian ambassador to the United 
Nations and former chief climate negotia-
tor for that poor country, now calls Kyoto 
a “zombie agreement,” staggering forward 
for another five or seven years, but with-
out force or impact. On the day after the 
talks concluded, Canadian Environment 
Minister Peter Kent announced that Can-
ada was formally withdrawing from the 
Kyoto Protocol. Expected to follow are 
Russia and Japan, the very nation where 
the 1997 meeting was held that gives the 
Kyoto Protocol its name. 

The largest polluter in world histo-
ry, the United States, never ratified the 
Kyoto Protocol and remains defiant. Both 
Bassey and Solon refer to the outcome of 

Durban as a form of “climate apartheid.”
Despite the pledges by President Barack 

Obama to restore the United States to 
a position of leadership on the issue 
of climate change, the trajectory from 
Copenhagen in 2009, to Cancun in 2010, 
and, now, to Durban reinforces the state-
ment made by then-President George 
H.W. Bush prior to the Rio Earth Summit 
in 1992, the forerunner to the Kyoto Pro-
tocol, when he said, “The American way 
of life is not up for negotiation.”

The “American way of life” can be 
measured in per capita emissions of 
carbon. In the U.S., on average, about 20 
metric tons of CO2 is released into the 
atmosphere annually, one of the top 10 
on the planet. Hence, a popular sticker 
in Durban read “Stop CO2lonialism.”

By comparison, China, the country 
that is the largest emitter currently, has 
per capita emissions closer to 5 metric 
tons, ranking it about 80th. India’s popu-
lation emits a meager 1.5 tons per capita, 
a fraction of the U.S. level. 

So it seems U.S. intransigence, its 
unwillingness to get off its fossil-fuel 
addiction, effectively killed Kyoto in 
Durban, a key city in South Africa’s fight 
against apartheid. That is why Anjali 
Appadurai’s closing words were imbued 
with a sense of hope brought by this 
new generation of climate activists:

“(Nelson) Mandela said, ‘It always 
seems impossible, until it’s done.’ So, 
distinguished delegates and govern-
ments around the world, governments 
of the developed world, deep cuts now. 
Get it done.” ■

  
— Denis Moynihan contributed 

research to this column.
  
— Amy Goodman is the host of 

“Democracy Now!,” a daily internation-
al TV/radio news hour airing on more 
than 900 stations in North America. She 
is the author of “Breaking the Sound 
Barrier,” recently released in paperback 
and now a New York Times best-seller.
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Ismael Hernandez is the founder and 
president of The Freedom and Virtue 
Institute, which is dedicated to helping 
the community learn, talk about and live 
out the principles of a free and virtuous 
society (see www.fvinstitute.org). I’ve 
had Ismael in my show several times, and 
his story and his commitment inspire me 
and our listeners. I’m pleased to share a 
portion of his remarkable story with you.

Ismael grew up in Puerto Rico in 
a communist family. His father, Juan, 
a Marxist, was a founding member of 
the Movimiento Pro Independencia (the 
Movement for Independence), which 
later became the Marxist-Leninist Puerto 
Rican Socialist Party. Juan’s passion was 
to fight against “American imperialism” 
and to create in Puerto Rico an indepen-
dent Marxist society.

Puerto Rico was a very poor country in 
the 1960s. Survival was difficult and jobs 
were scarce. Fired from his job after being 
accused of attempting a terrorist act 
against the American company employ-
ing him, Juan found himself jobless. For 
two years he would go to job interviews 
only to have the FBI and the intelligence 
investigators of the local police intervene 
to deny him. Meanwhile, he continued to 
be active in the party and indoctrinate his 
children in the socialist ideal.

Ismael’s mother, Socorro, was a humble 
and loving woman. Early on, she followed 
her husband’s wishes as was common in 
that culture. Her true interest, however, 
was the well being of her four children.

A rift between his parents began to 
build as Ismael’s mother withdrew more 
from the politics and suffered the depri-
vations of poverty. She often sent Ismael 
to Catholic mass with friends.

“I do remember the good days of see-
ing my father embrace my mother, but 
those became very occasional,” Ismael 
tells me. “I will never forget the day when 
he aridly told my mother, ‘If I had to 
sacrifice all our children and have them 
die for the independence of my country 
and for socialism, I would do it without 
hesitation!’

“It is embedded in my memory how 
much my mother cried. And yet, there 
was something intoxicating and luring 
about my father’s conviction.”

With a mother who insisted on him 
going to church and a father who was a 
committed communist, life for Ismael 
became somewhat confusing. Eventu-
ally, he joined the Jesuit order, where 
the two worlds seemed to merge. After 
the seminary, he came to America to 
study at the University of Southern 
Mississippi in Hattiesburg, where his 
experience began to slowly shatter the 
preconceived notions about America 
that were the basis of his worldview.

“Initially, I was apprehensive, iso-
lated and distrustful of all Americans, 
especially white people,” he recalls. 
“However, things began to change. 

Even as a foreigner barely able to speak 
English and with antagonism in my 
heart, America embraced me and gave 
me opportunities I never dreamt of.”

He was offered a full assistantship 
due to his excellent grades and class-
room performance. All of his studies 
were paid by the university as well as 
his meals and lodging.

“It became ironic to me that here 
I was in America and these people 
looked at me and decided to help me, 
even without asking anything from me. 
I performed and they recognized it. 
I began to read what I would have 
never read before or re-read what I 
never truly understood: the Founding 
Fathers, the Federalist Papers… I also 
discovered the penetrating scholarship 
of Dr. Thomas Sowell, who shattered 
my views on race.

“I could not tell you how or when I 
ceased to be a communist, but America 
made me grudgingly accept that I was 
wrong… Eventually, I renounced the 
fake promises and the great lie of social-
ism, to my father’s great displeasure.”

Ismael’s return to Puerto Rico for a 
visit was an emotional and important 
event in his life.

“I tried to communicate to my father 
that I was having second thoughts,” he 
says. “I was still in transition, but he 
would have nothing of it. It became 
increasingly difficult for us to talk about 
politics and I simply let it rest.”

Today Ismael and his family are enjoy-
ing the freedoms and opportunities that 
so many of us take for granted. ■

— Bob Harden is the producer and 
host of “The Bob Harden Show,” airing 
from 7-8 a.m. weekdays at www.bob-
harden.com. The show is archived for 
listeners’ convenience.
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What your mother was always right about: 
The need to study diligently and pray often.

What makes you laugh: My son’s jokes.

Last book you read: “The Spirit of Democratic 
Capitalism,” by Michael Novak (re-read) and “The 
Passion of the Western Mind,” by Richard Tarnas 
(new).

Something you’ll never understand: 
Americans embracing socialism. It amazes and 
saddens me.

Pet peeve: Rudeness.

Something people would be surprised to fi nd 
out about you: I tried out for the Dodgers when I 
was 16. Of course, I did not make it.

What are you most proud of?  My family: 
daughter Lael, son Mateo and my wife, Crystal.

First job: Helping my padrino (godfather) re-build 
a home when I was about 10 years old.

Favorite thing about the Paradise Coast: Its 
good people and the beautiful sunrises.

What I miss about the Paradise Coast when 
I’m away: I miss my family and my friends if I 
am on my own and the warmth of our home if 
they are with me.

Talking 
points 
with
Ismael 
Hernandez

Embraced by, and embracing, America
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lower. As a junior in high school, her 
lungs were functioning at 82 percent, 
the highest her number has ever been. 
Now, her 26-year-old lungs are func-
tioning at 30 percent — the number 
when doctors start talking transplant.

Just weeks before graduating from 
Florida Gulf Coast University on Dec. 
17, Ms. Lynn asked her doctors, “Please 
wait ‘til I walk across that stage.” And 
so they did, and she did. 

Her graduation was not just her walk, 
because her life has not been just her 
fight. Everyone who has ever come into 
her life has had to find a way to deal. 
“They’ve had to stay strong so I could 
stay strong,” she says. 

So when it came to her graduation, 
she figured if she was breathing, she 
was walking. She would hold out on a 
new pair of lungs to walk for the fam-
ily that has never let her spend a night 
in the hospital alone, to walk for the 
friends who wrote back on Facebook, 
“If you are ready for this, then we are 
all ready for you.”

Ms. Lynn was diagnosed at age 7. She 
does not remember how the doctors 
tried to explain a genetic disease clog-
ging her lungs with mucus, blocking 
her digestive organs from absorbing 
food. She just remembers she was no 
longer a little girl sitting inside, reading 
books on the couch. She was outside 
riding bikes with her cousin, running 
around the block, playing tag.

Ginger Lynn, Melody’s mother, 
remembers hearing the results of the 
sweat chloride test. “Are you telling 
me I’m going to lose my little girl?” she 
asked the specialist. 

“I’m telling you I’m about to make 
your little girl feel a lot better,” the spe-
cialist replied. 

Then Mrs. Lynn watched her daugh-
ter inhale her first nebulizer treatment. 
She saw her stop crying and start 
breathing. “It was like she was brand 
new,” she says. 

Tickle fights
Ms. Lynn’s childhood pulmonologist 

had asked her if she was ticklish. She 
thought he was joking. But he told her, 
if you’re having a coughing fit, start a 
tickle fight. The laughing jiggles the 
mucus away from the walls of your 
lungs. 

So in the middle of night, when one 
of her girlfriends would hear young 
Melody cough, she would reach over 
and tickle her, then run down the 
hallway, jumping over beanbags. Ms. 
Lynn says that on those slumber-party 
nights, “the mucus didn’t have a chance 
to settle and make a home in my lungs.”

Her treatments now are not so play-
ful. She wakes up three hours before 
she has to be wherever she has to be. 
She puts on The Vest. It inflates like a 
life vest and constricts her chest like 
a blood-pressure cuff. It sounds as if 
a helicopter has landed in her living 
room as air hoses connecting The Vest 
to a generator pulse, inflate and deflate 
to shake up the mucus in her lungs. She 
wears The Vest for 20 minutes, petting 
her dog, inhaling four different aero-
sols, taking in medicine as liquid mist. 

Questions for the Almighty
Her father wakes up hearing her 

cough, hearing her clear the mucus her 
treatment loosened, hearing her take 
that one, deep breath at the end.

Ms. Lynn says she does not question 
God, but her daddy does. 

“I sometimes wonder if it’s some-
thing me and her mom did wrong. Why 
her?” asks Michael Lynn, who calls his 
little girl, “one tough bird,” the first in 
her family to graduate college.

“You know what really gets me, the 

kids ’round here smoking cigarettes, 
doing drugs, ending up in trouble, giv-
ing up. They could care less about life. 
Then you look at Melody, she does 
everything she can do to get a breath in 
some days.”

Mr. Lynn says this sitting on the back 
porch of his Cape Coral home. He has 
big hands; they’re clasped. He has a 
motorcycle-weathered face, and he’s 
trying to steel his gaze, but he can hear 
his little bird coughing on the other 
side of his sliding glass door. Under his 
camouflage hat, trails of thought lead 
him to tears.

“She’s said a couple times, ‘Daddy, 
I’m not afraid to die. I want this,’” his 
hands open up. “She’s ready for this 
transplant. Do I have a choice? Not 
really, right?”

Ms. Lynn sees her cystic fibrosis as 
enriching her life. She says it has never 
been an evil to her. Without it, would 
she have had the family she has? Would 
she have had the same best friends? 
Would she have been able to dance 
the “Maniac” solo from “Flashdance” 
on her Make-A-Wish Royal Caribbean 
cruise?

“When I dance, I don’t cough. I’ve 
trained myself not to,” says the young 
woman who started dancing at 2 years 
old. “A lot of times, I might not be able 
to put what I’m feeling into words, 
nothing accurately describes it. But if 
you ever were to see me dance, you 
would know exactly what I’m feeling.”

Cast in “Cats” at the Broadway Palm 
Dinner Theatre, she missed just one 
out of 82 shows. Versed in ballet, tap, 
jazz, modern, hip hop and more, there 
have been competitions where Ms. 
Lynn has left the stage for an immedi-
ate I.V. 

Dancing forever her dream, she 
chose resort and hospitality manage-
ment with an event management con-
centration as her major. Even though 
her parents taught her she could do 
anything she wanted to do, Ms. Lynn 
needed a backup plan. 

To keep time with the dance world, 
she changed the lithium battery of her 
insulin pump to an alkaline battery for 
airport security, then flew to New York 
and Las Vegas to intern through PULSE 
dance conventions. Ms. Lynn has not 
had the lung capacity to dance in three 

years.
Splurging on a caramel frappucino, 

she talks about being diagnosed with 
diabetes at age 13, her dancing friends 
fighting over who got to prick her fin-
ger. She talks about missing Mountain 
Dew, missing Surge, “Does anybody 
remember Surge?” she asks of the soft 
drink. She shares how some doctors 
have likened her lungs to the sound of 
a waterfall, “Lungs need air, not water.” 
She says when she coughs it itches, 
“You know, like when you have a mos-
quito bite, and when you scratch it, you 
remember it’s there.”

She remembers celebrating when she 
finally reached 100 pounds, swallow-
ing enzymes at each meal, then run-
ning around, “Go ahead, ask me how 
much I weigh. Ask me.” Ms. Lynn now 
weighs 113 pounds. Her last few dance 
routines, she picked up the tempo 
by watching other dancers breathe. 
“Bounce, bounce, slide,” became 
“breathe, breathe, slide,” because an 
antibiotic called Tobramycin caused 
her to lose her hearing by age 20, and 
she couldn’t hear the beat. 

Two years later, she was diagnosed 
with episodic arthritis, “directly related 
to the bacteria growing inside the 
mucus stuck inside of my lungs,” she 
says.

But as she says all this, she does 
not look sick. She looks like a college 
girl — her university T-shirt cut into a 
V-neck, hair tie around her wrist, knees 
bent to her chest, wearing her jeans 
two days in a row. Her hearing aids are 
overshadowed by her beauty marks, 
perfectly placed near her jaw and on 
her neck.

“Yes, her cystic fibrosis is sad, but 
you wouldn’t feel that way around 
Melody, because Melody’s not that 

way,” said Dr. George Alexakis, one of 
her college professors. “She’s made her 
mind up to be happy. It’s as simple as 
that.” 

Ms. Lynn does not start her stories 
with “why me” because of a walk she 
took with her Mom down the hallway 
of the neonatal intensive care unit dur-
ing one of her stays at All Children’s 
Hospital in St. Petersburg. 

“Here were all these babies, help-
less. Their parents were not there,” 
and so Ms. Lynn does not pray to God 
to save her from her disease. She may 
be breathing at 30 percent, but she’s 
still breathing. She may not have the 
energy to walk her dog around the 
block, but she’s still walking. She may 
not be able to get her I.V. port wet in 
the shower, but she can still wash her 
hair in the sink. “Other people need 
His time more,” she says. 

Her grandmother, Bonnie Smith, 
remembers hospital hallways and 
conversations with God, herself. She 
remembers “losing it” in the elevator, 
pulling it together in the hall, some-
how walking into her granddaughter’s 
room with smiles, “Hey baby, how you 
doing?”

Ms. Smith remembers seeing chil-
dren with cancer. She would crochet 
blankets for them, her thoughts vacil-
lating between, “Thank God, that’s not 
my baby,” then “Why did you make 
my baby sick?” And finally settling 
on, “Why can’t we all have fat, happy 
babies.”

In November, Ms. Smith says her 
granddaughter told her, “I’m tired, 
Grandma.”

Ms. Smith can’t say any more; she’ll 
lose it.

Improving odds
“Cystic fibrosis patients have so 

many treatments. They have to do 
chest therapies, they have to take 
enzymes when they eat, some have to 
take insulin when they eat. They spend 
so many hours of the day trying to take 
care of themselves,” said Dr. Luis Fave-
rio, a pediatric pulmonologist who took 
care of Ms. Lynn for 10 years through 
Lee Memorial Health System, currently 
practicing at Arnold Palmer Hospital in 
Orlando. 

“The older they get, the more medi-
cal problems they have. Then they’re 
young adults with a desire to create a 
life, to be successful in life, to be pro-
ductive in life, like Melody’s trying to 
do with school and work.

 “It’s something really difficult to 
achieve,” he says, contemplating her 
college graduation. “Especially con-
sidering the amount of time she must 
spend just taking care of her health.”    

According to the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation, the disease affects 30,000 
people in the U.S. and 70,000 world-
wide. When Ms. Lynn was diagnosed, 
the life expectancy of the disease was 
25 years old.

“A child born with cystic fibrosis 
today, their life expectancy is likely to 
be over 40 years of age,” Dr. Faverio 
says. “With all the proactive research, 
really pushing science to the limit, 
they’re close to finding a cure for this 
condition. Unfortunately, they haven’t 
yet, but we will probably see a cure in 
the near future, hopefully the next 10 
to 20 years.”

One thing Ms. Lynn does wish, she 
wishes she could have face-to-face 
cystic fibrosis friends, but patients are 
kept separate, so as not to share differ-
ent strains of bacteria.

If she could sit with someone else 
who experiences charley horses in her 
stomach from coughing, someone who 
also compares breathing to an obstacle 
course, her breath “having to get 
through all the hills and valleys to get 
where it needs to go,” she may be able 
to say to her all the things she stops 
from saying to her mom.

INSPIRED
From page 1

ERIC RADDATZ / FLORIDA WEEKLY

Melody Lynn welcomes a congratulatory kiss from her grandmother. 

ERIC RADDATZ / FLORIDA WEEKLY

With FGCU President Wison Bradshaw after 
the ceremony.

ATHENA PONUSHIS / FLORIDA WEEKLY

Family members watch with pride as Melody 
Lynn crosses the stage.
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“A lot of what is unsaid doesn’t nec-
essarily have to be said. Sometimes I 
just look at my mom. We may be sit-
ting in the doctor’s office. I don’t have 
to say what’s on my mind. She just 
knows,” Ms. Lynn pauses. “She knows 
how to fix it.”

The delicate dance ahead
The girl with the ballerina frame, 

blonde hair and blue eyes can keep her 
stance when she speaks about her lung 
transplant, but she unbinds when it 
comes to her mom.

“When I think of the countless hours 
my mother has not slept, worried about 
me missing my medication, the count-
less hours she’s spent in the hospital 
with nothing to do,” she cries, “Her life 
stopped, to keep mine going.”

She thinks about the dance studio her 
mom ran for 23 years. She thinks how 
her mom named her Melody because 
her name had to be musical. She thinks 
how her mom was dancing pregnant in 
a recital the last week of June; Melody 
was born the first week of July.

“There are so many things I know 
she wanted to do that she couldn’t get 
to. Now if my lungs are functioning, 
if she couldn’t get to it,” again, she 
pauses, maybe for emphasis, maybe for 
a breath, “If I could …”

Then Ms. Lynn does what she does 
when she thinks about her pulmonary 
function number — she sees her life, 
her number rising higher and higher. 
She turns to her new hope, Jen Likness.

On Dec. 2, Mrs. Likness celebrated 
the one-year anniversary of her lung 
transplant. Her cystic fibrosis had her 
pulmonary function down to 12 per-
cent, hinging on that window of being 
“sick enough” for a transplant, but 
“healthy enough” to recover.

“When you need a lung transplant, 
you’re not scared of it, you’re hoping 
for it,” said Mrs. Likness, who met Ms. 
Lynn in November.

She told Ms. Lynn stories of going 
to Disney World with her family. Her 
firefighter brother-in-law sat down 
because his feet hurt. Mrs. Likness 
looked at him and said, “I’m breathing, 
you’re walking.” She told Ms. Lynn of 
her recent trip to New York City. Walk-
ing the streets, she had to stop to thaw 
her hands, but not because she couldn’t 
breathe. Now 29, Mrs. Likness knows 
her lungs came from a college student 
in Alabama, and that’s all she knows.

“I know her life was able to move 
forward, that’s all I needed to know” 

says Ms. Lynn. “She’s more than two 
years older than me, and that’s a life-
time when you’re talking about some-
thing that’s taking your life,” she says, 
eager to start the preliminary tests for 
her own lung transplant. Once all her 
tests are complete, Ms. Lynn will be put 
on a list. A phone call may come at any 
time, day or night, to let her know — 
new lungs are available.

“So I’m going to take a semester off 
before I start my master’s and do this 
lung thing,” is how she explains it to 
her mother. 

Her mother says that without the 

stage jitters, the performance would 
not be as fulfilling.

Her daughter, the dancer, now waits 
for her phone call. ■

ERIC RADDATZ / FLORIDA WEEKLY

Melody Lynn shakes President Wilson Brad-
shaw’s hand, above, and gets a hug from her 
dad, left.

MATT GRUBBS / COURTESY PHOTO

A post-graduation family portrait.

“Yes, her cystic fibrosis is sad, 
but you wouldn’t feel that 
way around Melody, because 
Melody’s not that way. She’s 
made her mind up to be happy. 
It’s as simple as that.” 

 — Dr. George Alexakis

FGCU professor
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Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms), 
four political newcomers will struggle to 
win the District 4 council seat vacated by 
retiring Councilman John Spear (see their 
comments, below). 

Two other city council members, Janet 
Martin (District 2) and Bill Lonkart 

(District 6), will win 
second terms unop-
posed.

In the mayoral 
fight, voters will 
determine the value 
of old and estab-
lished versus new 
and ambitious.

Mr. Grothaus, who 
spent 20 years both 
on active and reserve 
duty, first in the Air 

Force then in the Army while also complet-
ing a career with ATF, arrived in Bonita 
Springs only two years ago. 

But he is no new-
comer, he insists — 
not to fiscal respon-
sibility (a balanced 
budget without what 
he calls an excessive 
surplus), not to the 
management of per-
sonnel and money 
(he directed a staff 
of analysts and a 
budget of $380 mil-
lion as special agent in charge of resource 
management for ATF, he says), and not to 
the demographic of many constituents in 
Bonita Springs.

“I know them better than Ben Nelson 
does, I know what they want and why they 
moved here,” he insists. “They’re like me — 
retired and from somewhere else.”

Which isn’t how Mr. Nelson, a native 
son with 12 years in city government 
including one mayoral term under his 
belt, sees it.

 “Everybody has a different toolbox, 
and mine comes from having to meet 
payroll every week for 30 years, and 
wrestling with bureaucracies. I’m some-
body who has kept taxes lower, kept up 
with infrastructure needs, run a stable, 
respectful government through the 
Great Recession — and if that’s not good 
enough for you, maybe you want some-
body else,” he says.

“I saw the way other communities self-
destructed as soon as they became cities 
— Marco Island, Cape Coral or even Fort 
Myers Beach for a while. They would 
conduct themselves badly. But I knew 
how to run a meeting, build consensus, 
find middle ground, be diplomatic.”

All six competing candidates in this 
race put economic development at or 

near the top of their to-do lists, citing the 
city’s need to fill more than 1.5 million 
square feet of empty commercial space.

But the underlying question beneath 
the parade of personalities and the talk of 
new business is the tax rate.

How low can elected officials keep 
taxes and how high can they go in 
extending benefits to lure new business, 
they wonder, while also maintaining 
healthy services and a robust quality of 
life?

Naples Councilman Doug Finlay has 
wondered the same thing, and watched 
the Bonita model of city government 
closely, especially since Bonita holds the 
distinction of having the fourth lowest 
tax rate per capita among 383 cities in 
Florida, according to figures provided by 
Mr. Finlay and Naples city officials. 

In Naples, with just over half the popu-
lation, city taxpayers support full police 
services both on land and water, unlike 
those in Bonita Springs, who rely on the 
Lee Sheriff’s Office.

And that’s expensive. Although he is 
proposing no such thing, Mr. Finlay points 
out that “we could drop our mill levy rate 
in Naples from 1.18 to .37 without a police 
department. Bonita doesn’t have one, and 
it’s worked fairly well for them.”

In 2010 in Naples, for example, the 
taxable value of property per capita aver-
aged $709,000 at a mill levy or tax rate of 
1.18. Thus, the per-capita amount of taxes 
paid came to $837, the numbers show.

In Bonita Springs, on the other hand, 
with a $163,000 per-capita home value 
and a .83 tax rate, property owners paid 
$135 per capita.

By comparison, Marco Island, with a 
per-capita home value of $501,000 and a 
tax rate of 1.89, required a per-capita tax 
of $946. On Sanibel Island, the per-capita 
home value was $678,000, but with a 
full-service police department and many 
other needs, the tax rate was 2.16 and the 
tax itself amounted to $1,642, per capita. 

On Fort Myers Beach, without a police 
department, the per capita home value 
was $390,000 and property taxes per cap-
ita amounted to $357, at a tax rate of .91.

Such comparisons, however, are 
“imperfect,” Mr. Finlay pointed out in 
an e–mail correspondence looking at the 
issue last year.

“Bonita Springs’ mill levy is lower than 
Naples yet Bonita Springs has taxable 
values that are also substantially less than 
Naples. This places the per capita tax of 
Bonita Springs near the bottom of the 
state’s 383 cities.

“However, regardless of its size 
(44,000), Bonita Springs is not a full-
service city. Bonita Springs does not fund 
a police department or a fire department. 
In fact, Bonita property owners pay a 
separate, dedicated fire mill levy that is 
more than double the city’s millage. This 
is why things can get a bit cloudy.”

But things aren’t cloudy for incumbent 
Councilwoman  Janet Martin — to her 
relief, running unopposed in District 2.

“I don’t like having to ask for campaign 
funds so I can put up signs and do cam-
paign nonsense when the economy is this 
bad,” she says. 

Among her city issues: “That city coun-
cil keeps doing whatever we can to help 
with downtown re-vitalization. I’m a big 
proponent of green-space acquisition. 
We need to maintain all city services and 
benefits to residents with decreasing ad-
valorem tax revenues.  And one of the 
hardest things we as a council have to 
do is budget time (to work on the city’s 
problems).

“There’s also the issue of the future 
of the Naples-Fort Myers dog track  — 
will they stop racing dogs, will they be 
allowed to have slot machines?”

At this point, it’s a toss-up — just like 
the coming Bonita Springs city election.”

DISTRICT 4 CANdidate comments:
■ Roger Brunswick: “The city is being 

run very well, from my point of view, and 
I’ve lived here 19 years. I think Mayor Ben 
Nelson has done a fabulous job.

“Our city is looking for diversification 
like every other city in country. Eco-
nomic development is a key issue for all 
of us. We want clean, high-tech business, 
and we face zoning issues, road issues, 
low-income housing issues. Do I have 
the silver-bullet answer? No, and I don’t 
think any other candidates do, either.”

■ Wes Norris: “I’ve been involved in 
community work all my life — I served 
on the zoning board for nine years and 
I’ve been in the Optimist Club of Bonita 
Springs for 20 years, and that’s hands-on 
work. You have a choice in life — you 
can either sit on the sidelines or get 
involved. We’re all going to give you 
the same answer about Bonita Springs. 
The economic situation we had here 
for many years relied on tourists, con-
struction and real estate. One is almost 
gone, another is 80-percent down and 
the tourists are still coming. We have 
to diversify our economy, fill between 
1.5 million and 1.8 million square feet 

of empty commercial space, and have 
a strong relationship between the city 
council and the economic development 
committee.”

■ Peter Simmons: “To the best of my 
knowledge I’m the only candidate with 
school-age children (so) I have a vested 
interest in improving our educational 
system and attracting new families and 
businesses.

“The key issues are improving educa-
tion; expanding and updating the Bonita 
Springs library; balancing our budget 
every year; not raising taxes; working 
with the Bonita Springs/Estero Economic 
Development Council; extending Shangri-
La Road to Three Oaks Parkway; paving 
all unpaved roads in town; improving our 
drainage systems to avoid flooding; and 
working with Bonita Springs’ ‘untapped 
talent’ of executives, retired businessmen 
and women, educators, developers and 
others, for their input, strategic planning, 
and leadership skills.”

■ Barbara Barnes-Buchanan: “I am 
in the campaign race for the District 4 
council seat to make the Bonita Springs 
Vision come to fruition.  After review-
ing area qualifications, I realized that 
I would be able to contribute the most 
to the city by facilitating council sup-
port and obtain non-ad-valorem project 
funding such as grants or contributions 
in kind or monetary for bringing the 
Bonita Springs Vision to reality.

“The Bonita Springs Vision was 
adopted as part of the city’s first and 
only comprehensive plan.  The plan is 
mandated by the Florida state statutes 
and generally requires the city to outline 
how it will provide for various services 
and infrastructure in relationship to 
population, land uses and densities over 
a specific time period.  The five goals 
outlined in the Bonita Springs Vision 
include:  1) Affordability and identity; 2) 
A natural environment stewardship - a 
“green” city; 3) A “walkable” communi-
ty, pedestrian friendly; 4) A community 
with outstanding parks and recreation 
facilities; and 5) A community with a 
“heart,” a social center.” ■

CROSSROADS
From page 1

FOR MAYOR
>> Dave Grothaus
>> Ben Nelson, incumbent

FOR DISTRICT 4: 
>> Barbara Barnes-Buchanan
>> Roger Brunswick
>> J.Wesley ‘Wes’ Norris
>> Peter Simmons

(Note: Incumbent Council members 
Janet Nelson, District 2, and William “Bill” 

Lonkart, District 6, are running unopposed.)

“However, regardless of its size (44,000), Bonita Springs is not a 
full-service city. Bonita Springs does not fund a police department 
or a fire department. In fact, Bonita property owners pay a separate, 
dedicated fire mill levy that is more than double the city’s millage. 
This is why things can get a bit cloudy.”

—  Naples City Councilman Doug Finlay 
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UNDERCOVER HISTORIAN
’Twas the night before Christmas, Old Naples style

BY LOIS BOLIN
Special to Florida Weekly

’Twas the night before Christmas 
when all through Naples’ town

It was silently eerie as the sun settled 
down

 
When all of a sudden, in a moment 

of flash
Came a sound of loud creaking — as 

this spirit did dash
 
“What was that?” I asked to an old 

man who happened by
“Sounds like Papa Pier hunting Non-

nie Naples,” he sighed through his reply
 
“Papa Pier loved Nonnie Naples” this 

old one told this tale
“So did all who came before them, by 

water, roads or rail
 
This siren was something, this Non-

nie of lore, 
Luring men from all ages to the prom-

ise of her shores
 
It was love at first sight when Papa 

was birthed
From blood, sweat and tears, he rose 

from this earth
 
Companions they were — birthing 

this community, ’tis true 
Bringing all connections together, 

including crackers and bloods of blue
 

Their children called pioneers carry 
forth their love of this land

Being kinships of support, always 
there to lend a hand

 
As time has gone by, Papa sees her 

less and less 
So he searches at high tides or when 

the Gulf peaks its crest”
 
The old man then paused and studied 

my face
As if to see into beyond or feel my 

sense of place

He nodded then said “You are a lucky 
one 

To have been chosen tonight to feel 
what many have shun

No harmony is sweeter than Nonnie 
Naples and Papa Pier

They represent the best in us all — all 
those things we hold dear

 
Papa loved the water — her animals, 

her breeze
Nonnie loved neighbors and family, 

always looking to help or please”

He went quiet after that, as the moon 
stood on high

I pondered and questioned then the 
winds breathed replies

I turned to make comments, but the 
stranger no more was there

Where once he stood with stories 
— now gone, yet I do solemnly swear

 
On this night before Christmas, in the 

silence I heard
“A Merry Christmas to you! Please 

give Nonnie my love”

Could it be it was he leaving these 
thoughts in the wind

Asking help to spread the message 
from a newly found friend?

 
As I walked toward the Pier past 

Beardy Banyan I heard
A calling of praise saying, “He’s the 

one” was their word

In a moment of still all the trees 
seemed to bow

Like sentinels on duty acknowledging 
the now

 
’Twas the night before Christmas, 

from our Naples Pier all was bright
“Merry Christmas,” I whispered, and 

from behind came “Good night.” ■

— This holiday poem by Undercover 
Historian Lois Bolin first appeared in 
Florida Weekly on Dec. 24, 2009.

KEN ANDEXLER / COURTESY ART
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When tattoos aren’t nearly enough
In some primitive cultures, beauty 

and status are displayed via large holes 
in the earlobe from which to hang heavy 
ornaments or to insert jewels or tokens, 
and BBC News reported in November 
that an “increasing” number of coun-
terculture Westerners are getting their 
lobes opened far beyond routine pierc-
ing, usually by gradually stretching but 

sometimes with a hole-punch tool for 
immediate results. The hard core are 
“gauge kings (or queens),” showing a 
“commitment” to the lifestyle by mak-
ing holes up to 10 mm (three-eighths 
inch) wide. (Cosmetic surgeons told 
BBC News in November that they’re 
already preparing procedures for the 
inevitable wave of regretted decisions.) 

Modern miracles
 The lives of many choking victims have 

been saved by the Heimlich Maneuver — 
even one received inadvertently, such as 
the one a Leesburg, Fla., motorist gave 
himself in 2001, after gagging on a ham-
burger, then losing control and smashing 
into a utility pole. As he was thrust against 
the steering wheel, the burger dislodged. 

■ In November 2011, as the mother 
of 8-year-old Laci Davis drove her to a 
Cincinnati hospital after a locket stuck 
in her throat and caused her to double 
over in pain, Mom hit a pothole, which 
jarred Laci and dislodged the locket 
loose into her stomach (later to come 
out naturally). 

Not-so-funny pranks
 It seemed a rare event (first reported 

in 1994 but initially regarded as an “urban 
legend”). However, twice now recently, 
workers have played a particularly danger-
ous prank on a colleague. A month after 
the recent News of the Weird story about 

Gareth Durrant’s lawsuit in England against 
co-workers who had inserted a compressed-
air hose into his rectum, a carpenter’s assis-
tant in Nicosia, Cyprus, was jailed for 45 
days for pulling the same stunt on his col-
league, rupturing his large intestine.

People with perks
■ Sometimes professionals who over-

bill for their hours go too far, claiming 
obviously impossible schedules, such as 
lawyers News of the Weird reported on in 
1992 and 1994 (one, a Raleigh, N.C., lawyer, 
submitted one client bills averaging nearly 
1,200 hours a month — even though a 
month only has 744 hours). New York City 
officials said in October 2011, however, 
that it’s quite possible that city prison 
psychiatrist Dr. Quazi Rahman actually 
did work 141 hours one week, including 96 
straight (because of a shortage of staff and 
because he could properly nap during his 
shifts). They ordered him to return only a 
tiny amount of his $500,000 in overtime 

payments for the last year. 
■ Corruption in some Latin American 

prisons has allowed powerful criminals 
to buy extraordinary privileges behind 
bars. News of the Weird’s report on 
Venezuela’s San Antonio prison in July 
described the imperial reign of one drug 
lord-inmate, who presided over a per-
sonal armory, a local-community drug 
market and private parties (and with 
his own DirecTV account). In a sur-
prise raid in November on a prison in 
Acapulco, Mexico, the usual drugs and 
weapons turned up, but also 100 fighting 
roosters for daily gambling, along with a 
prisoner’s two pet peacocks.

Bulletproof and beautiful
■ Ten years ago, the fashionable bul-

letproof clothing industry was in its 
infancy, with Miss Israel creating a stir 
at the 2001 Miss Universe pageant with 
a bulletproof evening gown. Since then, 
technology and design improvements 
(along with more rich people!) have 
enabled leading stylist Miguel Caballero 

of Colombia to add to his fashion line. 
The New Yorker reported in September 
2011 that Mr. Caballero had made a bul-
letproof dinner jacket for Sean Combs 
and kimono for Steven Seagal, and that 
Mr. Caballero clothes are available in 
strengths of bullet-stopping, from “9 
mm” to “Uzi.” 

Cocktails taste better
Rumors that daring youth are insert-

ing tampons soaked in vodka into body 
orifices to speed alcohol delivery have 
been around for at least 10 years. Curi-
ously, the only regular-sourced news 
stories come from TV stations in Phoe-
nix (KNXV-TV in 2009 and KPHO-TV 
in 2011), and the “urban legends” source 
Snopes.com calls the whole idea far-

fetched. Nonetheless, in November 2011, 
a school resource officer told KPHO’s 
Elizabeth Erwin that there are “docu-
mented cases” and that “guys,” too, 
engage by inserting the tampons into 
their rectums. Dr. Dan Quan of the Mar-
icopa Medical Center cautioned against 
the practice, warning of the dangers of 
mucosal irritation.

Militia news
Anti-government survivalists engaged 

in high-profile standoffs have made 
News of the Weird — most recently 
the story of Ed Brown and his wife 
and supporters, resisting a federal tax 
bill, holed up for nine months in the 
New Hampshire woods near Plainfield 
in 2007. (The Browns were arrested 
by a U.S. marshal who tricked his way 
inside.) The longest-running standoff 

now is probably that of John Joe Gray, 
63, and his extended family in a 47-acre, 
well-fortified compound in Trinidad, 
Texas, southeast of Dallas. They have 
lived ascetic settlers’ lives since Mr. 
Gray jumped bail in 2000 on a traffic 
charge. Mr. Gray has said he feels free 
on his land and warned authorities “bet-
ter bring plenty of body bags” if they try 
to re-arrest him. ■

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
BY CHUCK SHEPHERD

DISTRIBUTED BY UNIVERSAL PRESS SYNDICATE
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Community 
Foundation names

2012 Women of 
Initiative

The Women’s Philanthropic Network 
of the Community Foundation of Collier 
County has announced its 2012 Women 
of Initiative award honorees. They are: 

Jackie Bearse, Sandra Buxton, Susan 
Calkins, Martha Cole, Nina Gray, Karen 
Scott, Cynthia Sherman, Vicky Smith, 
Sandy Vasey, Betty Wemple and Nancy 
White. Through their charitable activi-
ties, these women have helped influence 
and sustain positive change in the Col-
lier County Community. Through their 
inner confidence, personal commitment 
and leadership styles, they are an inspi-
ration to all women seeking to make a 
difference through volunteering, civic 
engagement and philanthropy.

The 2012 Women of Initiative will 
be honored at a luncheon on Tuesday, 
April 10, at the Naples Beach Hotel & 
Golf Club. For tickets or more infor-
mation, call Susan Utz at 649-5000 or 
e-mail sutz@cfcollier.org. ■

Education Foundation awards
10 Men of Distinction for 2012 

The Education Founda-
tion of Collier County’s 
annual Men of Distinc-
tion awards honor men for 
their dedication and phil-
anthropic service to the 
Collier County community. 
The 2012 Men of Distinc-
tion are:

Doug Campbell, Eugene 
Frey, Lt. Col. (Ret.) Paul 
Garrah, F. Craig Jilk, Thom-
as McCann, West McCann, 
Bob Morantz, Sheriff Kevin 
Rambosk, Dr. Keith Riley 
and George Walters Jr. 

The nominees came 
through a public call for 
nominations. They will be 
honored during a celebra-
tion from 6-9 p.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 16, at the Hil-
ton Naples. The evening 
includes a cocktail reception, dinner 
and auctions. Tickets are $150, and all 
proceeds support the efforts of the Edu-
cation Foundation to eliminate barriers 
and create opportunities for students, 

families, educators and the community 
to work together so 

that every student may succeed. 
The Men of Distinction awards are 

sponsored by the Naples Daily News, 

the ACE Group Classic, The Journals 
and Hilton Naples. For tickets or more 
information, call the Education Founda-
tion at 643-4755 or visit www.GetOn-
TheBusCollier.org/Events. ■

REAGAN RULE / COURTESY PHOTO 

Back row: Lt. Col. (Ret.) Paul Garrah, Eugene Frey, Bob Morantz, Doug Campbell and F. Craig Jilk. Front 
row: Thomas McCann, Dr. Keith Riley, Sheriff Kevin Rambosk, George Walters Jr. and West McCann.
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*Prices plus tax, tag and title.**Free oil changes are for all new and preowned Lexus’ purchased after 1/1/2011 at Scanlon. ***Applies to 2011 Lexus LS460. Artwork for illustration purposes only. Vehicles subject to prior sale.

1-800-330-9155  1-239-481-9797  www.ScanlonLexus.com
SALE HOURS: 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
8AM-8PM 
SATURDAY 
9AM-5PM

STK#1Y222A, LOADED,  TECH PKG

$25,990*

2011 MINI
COOPER

SKT#1R141B 

$13,998*

2006 FORD 
ESCAPE XLT V6

STK#1S071A, 4X4, AUTO. V8

2006 DODGE 
DAKOTA QUAD CAB

$12,998*
STK# 1R332A

$17,993*

2008 GMC
ENVOY DENALI

RED LINE, STK#1PL210 

$17,779*

2008 SATURN
VUE

SKT#1PL220A

$18,588*

2006 LEXUS
RX400H HYBRID

SKT#1Y168A, CHROME WHEELS

$29,838*

2010 LEXUS
IS250 

STK# 1Y038C

$18,988*

2007 TOYOTA
FJ CRUISER

STK#1S516B,  AUTO, SUNROOF, CD,  ALLOYS

$18,777*

2008 NISSAN 
ALTIMA SE CPE V6

SKT#1T014A, NAVIGATION

$22,978*

2007 LEXUS
RX350

STK#1PL177A

$20,928*

2004 LEXUS
ES330 

STK # 2R090A, LEATHER, CD, 16K MILES

$42,990

2007 JAGUAR
XK CONVERTIBLE

STK#2R076A, PLATINUM ED. 64K MILES

$13,990*

2000 LEXUS
ES300

STK#1PL259, Leather, CD, Only 22k miles

$56,990*

2008 PORSCHE
CARRERA 911

FREE OIL CHANGES FOR LIFE! FOR ALL NEW & PRE-OWNED 
FRANCHISE VEHICLES

“Where You Get A Deal You’ll Feel Good About!”

Frosty the Snowman has to be built 
from sand, but that doesn’t put a damper 
on the holiday spirit around town. Here 
are some of our favorite traditions of the 
season (see more holiday events in the 
regular calendar on pages C6-7):

■ The Rookery Bay Environmen-
tal Learning Center presents holiday 
crafts and activities for kids from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday and Friday, Dec. 
22-23, and Tuesday-Friday, Dec. 27-30. 
This week, children make fish print 
T-shirts for $5.

The center at 300 Tower Road offers 
additional free crafts, nature films and 
naturalist-led programs on topics such as 
its marine touch tank, sharks and skulls 
and bones. Admission is $5 for adults, 
$3 for children ages 6-12 and free for 
members.

For more information, call 417-6310 or 
visit www.rookerybay.org.

■ “Night Lights: A Winter Solstice 
Celebration” returns to Naples Botani-
cal Garden this year with more music, 
activities, marshmallows and lights. 
From 6-8 p.m. Dec. 22-23 and again Dec. 
26-30, the Garden turns into an illumi-
nated wonderland with hundreds of tiki 
torches and lit trees. Visitors will enjoy 
additional activities on the actual winter 
solstice Thursday, Dec. 22, including a 
screening of “The Polar Express.”

Live musical performances each night 
will be by The Wholetones, Island Vibes 
and Joseph Peliska. A variety of activities 
ensure there is something for everyone 
in the family to do, such as:

• Create your own “wish sticks”
• Roast marshmallows over a toasty 

fire
• Decorate tasty holiday treats
• Walk the luminary-lit labyrinth
• Snap a photo with friends in the Foto 

Booth by Luminaire Foto 
• Try the food and drink at the Garden 

Café Cart by Tastebuds Custom Catering 

“Night Lights: A Winter Solstice Cel-
ebration” is sponsored by Eventz Inc. 
and Florida Weekly. Admission is $7 for 
Garden member adults, $3 for Garden 
member children; $15 for non-members 
adults and $5 for non-member children.

For more information, visit www.
naplesgarden.org.

■ A free community Chanukah cele-

bration starts at 5:45 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 
22, at Mercato. Enjoy a candle-lighting 
ceremony and entertainment by the Sha-
lom Dancers and the Naples Klezmer 
Revival Band.

For more information, find Mercato 
on Facebook.

■ Throughout its own “12 Days of 
Christmas,” The Naples Zoo at Carib-
bean Gardens delivers special gifts to 
its wildlife residents. Visitors can watch 
Malayan tigers and South African lions 
claw into wrapped presents filled with 
meaty treats; alligators swallow a fes-
tive turkey leg dinner; apes nibble fruity 
treats; African honey badgers and Red 
River hogs play with a rolling ice snow 

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

COURTESY PHOTOS

Melinda, left, and a class of pre-K students at Village Oaks Elementary School were among the 300 children who received early Christmas pres-
ents from Santa thanks to the 11th annual gift drive undertaken by shops and employees at Miromar Outlets. Toys were delivered Dec. 15-16.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Children’s Chorus from Grace Place for 
Children and Families made its holiday season 
debut at Ave Maria. Grace Place is a faith-based 
neighborhood center teaching literacy, language 
and life skills to at-risk children and impover-
ished families in Golden Gate.  
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Cataract Surgery Experience...

With the most cataract surgery experience in S.W. Florida, 
come to the experts at Eye Centers of Florida.

“Exceptional professionalism throughout my care.  Very pleased 
with service and results.” —Derek of Naples

“Outstanding...very pleased. I will recommend Dr. Brown and 
staff to all.” — Kenneth of Bonita Springs

www.ecof.com

Naples 2352 Pine Ridge Rd. • 239.263.2700   

North Naples 877 111th Ave., Unit 2 • 239.591.2949   

Bonita Springs 26831 S. Tamiami Trail. • 239.992.1422   

Don’t Move…
IMPROVE!

COMPLETE REMODELING | NEW COUNTERTOPS | CABINET REFACING | DREAM KITCHENS | CUSTOM CLOSETS | LUXURIOUS BATHROOMS

“Your complete satisfaction is 
my fi rst and foremost priority.”

Tony Leeber Sr.
Owner/Contractor

Factory Direct Pricing... We are the Factory!
“Lifetime Warranty on any product we manufacture!”

Cornerstone stands behind every job...
BEFORE. DURING. AFTER.

Give us an opportunity to

 “wow” you!

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS... 

Licensed and Insured
General Contractor
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OPEN

HOUSE
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globe; and the new giraffe herd munch 
into leafy surprises. 

See the full schedule of events at www.
napleszoo.org/holiday.

■ The Naples Historical Society 
presents “Christmas at Palm Cottage” 
through Dec. 30. Home of the NHS, the 
circa 1895 house is Naples’ oldest house 
and the only one in the city listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places. It’s 
dressed in holiday splendor and open 
from 1-4 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday 
and 1-8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday.

Palm Cottage is at 137 12th Ave. S. 

Admission is free for NHS members and 
$6 per person for others (free for ages 
10 and younger). No reservations are 
necessary. For more information, call 
261-8164 or visit www.NaplesHistorical-
Society.org. 

■ Join Chabad of Bonita Springs for 
the eighth annual Grand Menorah Light-
ing and Chanukah Festivities, a family 
celebration beginning at 5:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 22, at Coconut Point in Estero.

Listen to music by the Mike Eisenstadt 
Band, do arts and crafts, enjoy latkes and 
doughnuts as well as kosher deli and 
Israeli food. Menorah and fine Judaica 
will be for sale.

All are welcome. For more informa-
tion, call 949-6900.

 
■ Beth Tikvah of Naples, the Con-

servative synagogue of Collier County, 
hosts the following: 

A Latke Lunch Chanukah celebration 
begins at noon Sunday, Dec. 25, at the 
synagogue, 1459 Pine Ridge Road (just 
west of Mission Square). Fill up on pota-
to pancakes and enjoy holiday songs and 
fellowship for $15 per person. Call 598-
2880 for reservations.

A meet and mingle evening begins 
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 7, at Heritage 
Bay Golf & Country Club (off Immo-
kalee Road east of Collier Boulevard). 
While they enjoy desserts and drinks, 
guests will get to know one another via 
short presentations focused on personal 
memorabilia such as an award, a family 
heirloom, a collectible, etc. Admission 
is $15 per person. For reservations, call 
598-2880. ■

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

COURTESY PHOTO

Neapolitan Patrick Dearborn and son Cooper, 
now 8, have been manning a Red Kettle and 
ringing the bell for the Salvation Army for five 
holiday seasons.  
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The Collier County Carnage minor 
league football team has started practic-
es for the 2012 season at the sports com-
plex near Estero High School (between 
the driving range and the baseball 
fields). Players turn our in full gear to 
practice from 6:45-8:45 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays.

Charles McWilliams, team president 
and general manager, says the Carnage 
roster currently has 40 active players; 

anyone wishing to try out is welcome 
to come with full equipment to any 
practice or to call Mr. McWilliams at 
200-2351.

The team will play two scrimmages 
in January to get ready for the 10-game 
season that starts in early February. Five 
Saturday home games will be played at 
Fleishman Park.

For information about sponsorships, 
call Cori Higgins at 682-4306. ■

The Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
and Sports World Ministries will wel-
come retired football coach Lou Holtz, 
now a sportscaster, best-selling author 
and motivational speaker, as the key-
note speaker at their “Choose to Win” 
banquet Saturday, Jan. 21, at the Hyatt 
Regency Coconut Point.

Coach Holtz served as the head 
football coach at The College of Wil-
liam & Mary, North Carolina State 
University, the University of Arkan-
sas, the University of Minnesota, the 
University of Notre Dame, and the 
University of South Carolina, compil-
ing a career record of 249-132-7. His 
1988 Notre Dame team went 12-0 with 
a victory in the Fiesta Bowl. He is the 
only college football coach to lead six 
different programs to bowl games and 
the only coach to guide four different 

programs to the final top 20 rankings. 
He was elected to the College Football 
Hall of Fame in 2008.

“We are excited to partner with Sports 
World Ministries for this evening as we 
work to encourage students to make 
positive choices,” says Gretchen Shel-
ton, FCA area director. 

Sports World Ministries provides for-
mer professional athletes to deliver the 
message: “You’re not born a winner.  
You’re not born a loser. You’re born 
a chooser.” FCA follows up on that 
message by working with students on 
school campuses to equip them to make 
choices by following the example of 
Jesus Christ, Ms. Shelton says.

For reservations or more information 
about the “Choose to Win” banquet, 
call 784-3377 or visit www.choosetowin.
ticketleap.com. ■

Collier Carnage gears up 
for second season

Lou Holtz will address 
‘Choose to Win’ banquet





Some AC Repair 

Companies Seem 

To Think “SOMETIME 
BETWEEN 9 AND 1” 

Is An Acceptable 

Appointment 

Window…

Cool Tonight or WE PAY For a Hotel Stay 
No kidding. Call us at 2:00pm with a broken 
AC and we will perform the entire estimate, 
order and pickup equipment, pull permit, 
and install before 9:00pm on average. If we 
don’t, you’ll be cool in your hotel while we 
finish the job.

On-Time or it’s FREE 
Our expert-trained technicians, who are 
not only 100% guaranteed to do the job 
right the first time (or your money back), 
are also 100% guaranteed to be there on 
time, or your service call is free. No excuses. 
No fine print. Just FREE.

Financing Available · Lic. # CMC056884 www.advanced-air.com

(239) 321-5206
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■ Renowned floral designer Ron 
Morgan will present “In the Company 
of Flowers” when the Naples Garden 
Club meets at 1 p.m. Monday, Jan. 9, at 
Moorings Presbyterian Church. Every-
one is welcome.

Mr. Morgan has dazzled lecture and 
garden club audiences for more than 
20 years with his wit, knowledge and 
unparalleled creative talents. Through 
his imaginative use of flowers, fruits, 
vegetables and other unusual items, he 
transforms the ordinary into exquisite 
tablescapes. He has designed window 
displays for Harrods’s and David Jones, 
opened retail floral and antique shops, 
consulted as an interior designer and 
conducted flower-arranging classes. He 
now lives in Alameda, Cali., and devotes 
most of his creative energies to the gar-
den club lecture circuit.

Admission is free for Naples Gar-
den Club members and $10 for others. 
Call 262-1272 or purchae online at www.
naplesgardenclub.org.

■ The Zonta Club of Bonita Springs 
is accepting grant and volunteer ser-
vice hour request applications from area 
nonprofits working to combat violence 
against women, to support education 
opportunities for women of all ages and 
to provide health care to women who 
cannot afford it

The club has also opened the applica-
tion process for its annual scholarship 
awarded to an area woman continuing 
her education in math, science or busi-
ness.

The deadline for grant applications 
is 4 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 1. Scholarship 
applications are due by Friday, March 23. 
Requests for volunteer service hours are 
accepted all year.

Application forms are at www.zonta-
bonitasprings.org. For more information, 
call Denese Mattrey at 989-3453 or e-mail 
dmattrey@embarqmail.com.

■ The Pi Beta Phi Alumnae Club of 
Naples will meet from 2-4 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 14, at a member’s home in Grey Oaks. 
Alumnae of Pi Beta Phi chapters across 
the country and Canada are welcome to 
enjoy tea and treats and to embrace the 
Pi Phi sisterhood. 

Cost is $10. For more information and 
reservations, call 262-2259 or e-mail con-
skind@aol.com.

■ The Kappa Alpha Theta alumnae 
chapter for Naples, Bonita Springs and 
Marco Island holds its annual Founders 
Day Celebration beginning at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 21, at the Club at Mediterra. 
All alums from chapters in the United 
States and Canada are welcome. 

Tickets are $25 and reservations are 
required by Jan. 17. Call 431-5434.

■ The Cleveland Club celebrates its 
14th anniversary with a dinner dance on 
Saturday, Jan. 31, at Heritage Bay Country 
Club. All Clevelanders are welcome. The 
club’s second dinner dance of the season 
will be Saturday, March 24, at Cypress 
Woods Country Club. 

Tickets to each evening are $26. Call 
Diane Corcelli at 992- 6723 for reserva-
tions. 

■ Save the date for the Zonta Club 
of Naples’ seventh annual “Make A Dif-
ference” fashion show, auction and lun-
cheon set for Friday, March 30, at The 
Club at the Strand. Proceeds will ben-
efit the PACE Center for Girls-Collier 
at Immokalee and Naples Teenage Par-
enting Program (TAPP), the Sally Sitta 
Awards for Lorenzo Walker Institute of 
Technology in Health Sciences, Zonta 
International Amelia Earhart Fellow-
ships and Jane M. Klausman Women in 
Business Scholarships.

To donate silent auction items or 
become a sponsor, call Bernie Garabed 
at 571-2466.

To purchase tickets, call Jane Kolczun 
at 245-8173 or visit www.zonta-naples.
org.

■ The Naples Garden Club’s 2012 
House & Garden Tour set for Saturday, 
Feb. 4, is sold out. There is a stand-by 
option, however. Those who want to 
give it a try should arrive at the Naples 
Botanical Garden 45 minutes before their 
preferred departure time and put their 
name on the list. Buses leave the Garden 
at 8:30 and 9:30 a.m. and at 12:30 and 1:30 
p.m. Last year, 1:30 p.m. was the best time 
to get a stand-by seat. Seats are released 
to those on the list on a first-come, first-
served basis when ticket-holders don’t 
show up.

Tickets are $85.
This year’s House & Garden Tour 

will visit four private properties in Port 
Royal, Aqualane Shores and historic 
Olde Naples. Proceeds help provide 
scholarships for students of botany and 
horticulture at FGCU’s Harvey Kapnick 
Education and Research Center at the 
Naples Botanical Garden.

For more information, visit www.
naplesgardenclub.org or e-mail info@
naplesgardenclub.org.

■ The Naples-Pelican Bay Rotary 
Club invites artists to hit the pavement 
for Chalk Art 2012 on Saturday, Jan. 28, 
along Fifth Avenue South. Thousands of 

CLUB NOTES

COURTESY PHOTO

Connie Kindsvater, left, president of Naples 
Alumnae Club of Pi Beta Phi, presents a 
check to board member Sallie Williams of 
First Book-Collier County to buy 50 books 
for children in Collier County. Since 2005, 
FBCC has given more than 280,000 books to 
pre-K children, kindergartners and first- and 
second-graders in Collier County. For more 
information, visit www.firstbookcollier-
county.org.
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Home of Jack’s River Bar. Join the Club! 

Take a Spin

Seagrass Swivel Bar and Counter Stools

Available Exclusively at

EAST INDIES HOME
COLLECTION

11985 US 41 N., Naples 34110
239-596-7273

spectators will “walk the chalk” as indi-
viduals and teams of amateur and profes-
sional artists transform the street into a 
colorful, half-mile-long concrete canvas.

Businesses can purchase a “canvas” on 
which they, an artist of their choosing or 
an artist provided to them by the Rotary 
Club can create a curbside masterpiece. 
Each artist square will bear the name of 
the sponsoring business. There are 150 
squares available. Proceeds will benefit 
the Pelican Bay Rotary Scholarship Fund.

Artists who wish to participate can 
register at no charge and will be matched 
with a sponsor and receive all the materi-
als needed to complete their artwork.

Registration for sponsors and artists 
will be accepted through Jan. 21.

Admission to Chalk Art 2012 is free 
and will include entertainment, music 
and fashion shows throughout the day. 
The public will vote for People’s Choice 
awards by buying tickets as they stroll 
the event. This year’s winners will also 
receive cash prizes.

For more information or to sign up 
as a sponsor or a participating artist, 
visit www.pelicanbayrotary.com, e-mail 
cathycnaples@aol.com or call Jim Rich-
ardson at 272-3645.

■ The Naples Newcomers Club wel-

comes women who have been permanent 
residents of Naples for no more than five 
years and who want to meet others who 
are new to the area.

The club meets for lunch at 11:30 a.m. 
on the second Thursday of every month 
at country clubs throughout the area. In 
addition, groups within the club plan 
outings to share varied interests, such as 
mah-jongg and duplicate bridge, gour-
met cooking and more.

Prospective members are invited to 
coffee at 10 a.m. on the first Thursday of 
each month. For meeting locations and 
more information, call 298-4083 or visit 
www.naplesnewcomers.com. ■ 

CLUB NOTES



We have a lot to celebrate.
We are incredibly grateful for the community’s support of our mission to build 

a new Children’s Hospital of Southwest Florida.
To give hope, health and wellness to thousands of local children, please make 

a lifesaving personal or corporate gift this holiday season.

To donate, please call 239-343-6950 
or visit www.LeeMemorial.org/Foundation

Give Hope and Health this Holiday
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Nick Bollettieri, tennis coach to the 
pros, returns to Miromar Lakes Tennis 
Club to teach an invitation-only clinic 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon Saturday, Dec. 
31. A seminar with question-and-answer 
time will follow his on-court coaching. 
A similar program on New Year’s Eve 
day 2010 drew more than 250 tennis 
enthusiasts and area professionals to 
Miromar Lakes.

The Nick Bollettieri Tennis Academy 
has been in operation since 1978 in 
Bradenton, Fla., and was the first full-
time tennis boarding school to combine 
intense training on the court with a 
custom-designed academic curriculum. 
The school’s multi-faceted approach 
includes blending technical and strate-
gic on-court training with customized 
performance training and mental con-
ditioning. Mr. Bollettieri has used this 
proven method to coach 10 No. 1 players 
in the world  — Andre Agassi, Boris 
Becker, Jim Courier, Martina Hingis, 
Jelena Jankovic, Marcelo Rios, Monica 
Seles, Maria Sharapova and Venus and 

Serena Williams — as well as a multi-
tude of other world-class players.

Attendees will be required to make 
a $10 minimum donation to benefit the 
Lee County Sheriff ’s Office Youth Ath-
letic League. Food and beverages will be 
available for purchase.

Space is limited. To inquire about 
reservations, call the Miromar Lakes 
Tennis Club at 908-2393.  ■

Tennis great Nick Bollettieri returns
for New Year’s Eve day clinic

COURTESY PHOTO

Nick Bollettieri instructs from the court last 
year at Miromar Lakes.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Fiddler’s Creek team of Ron 
Albeit, left, and John Calabria won 
the recent Pro-Am Championship 
with a score of 64. In addition, 
Mr. Calabria shot a 69 to win the 
2011 Southwest Florida PGA Senior 
Championship that was played Dec. 
10 at Wyndemere Country Club. Mr. 
Albeit is director of hospitality for 
Fiddler’s Creek, and Mr. Calabria is 
director of golf for the community. 
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’Tis the season to reserve a seat for Gardenside Chickee Chats
Sign up now to be sure you have a 

seat for the Naples Historical Soci-
ety’s Gardenside Chickee Chats com-
ing up this season at Palm Cottage. 
Presentations are from 11 a.m. to noon 
in the chickee pavilion in The Norris 
Garden. Here’s the line-up:

■ Friday, Jan. 27: “Dream Houses… 
An Update by Joie Wilson”— Inte-
rior designer and author Joie Wilson 
will share her experiences research-
ing and writing “Dream Houses: His-
toric Beach Homes and Cottages of 
Naples,” published by the University 
Press of Florida. Signed copies will be 
available for sale ($45, while supplies 

last).
■ Friday, Feb. 

24: “What Do Race 
Tracks & Naples 
Have in Com-
mon?” — Ruth 
Ann Burnett will 
share a treasure 
trove of knowledge 
about her Great 
Uncle John (Jack) 
Hachmeister, a 
colorful character 
who know how to enjoy life in early 
Naples. Ms. Burnett will bring dozens 
of photographs to accompany her pre-

sentation.
■  Friday, 

March 16: “A 
Voice for the Ever-
glades” — Dur-
ing her 108 years, 
Marjory Stone-
man Douglas not 
only observed and 
recorded history, 
she also made it 
and wrote about it. 
In “A Voice for the 

Everglades,” award-winning actress 
and writer Janina Birtolo brings Ms. 
Douglas to life, sharing her passion 

for both nature and life.
Gardenside Chickee Chats are free 

for NHS members and $5 for others. 
Attendees are welcome to explore 
Palm Cottage and watch an oral histo-
ry film in the Cottage Theater imme-
diately after each presentation.  

Palm Cottage is at 137 12th Ave. 
S., one block east of the Naples Pier. 
The cottage and gardens are open 
from 1-4 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday. Tour 
admission is $10 per person (free for 
members and children 10 and under).

For more information, call 261-8164 
or visit  www.NaplesHistoricalSoci-
ety.org. ■

WHERE NO REASONABLE OFFER IS REFUSED

Azar Naples 435-1883  Azar Bonita 495-1255
Azar Estero 948-0061 at the Miromar Design Center

Always Open to the Public!

28500 Bonita Crossings Blvd. 239-495-1255

Owner’s Private 
Collection Offered at 

Sacrifi ce Prices!

OPEN 7 DAYS AT BONITA LOCATION FOR THIS EVENT!

All 

Items

MERCHANDISE AND 



Please Find Me and
Bring Me Home!
MISSING CAT - “KITTS KITTS”

Please call if you fi nd her or have info!
Mary Ann 239-594-3902 or 419-290-6783

REWARD OFFERED!!!
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OUR RESULTS WALK FOR THEMSELVES

Short- and long-term treatments
can help combat depression

DAVID SCHIMMEL
Special to Florida Weekly

Millions of Americans struggle with 
depression. Depressive disorders rep-
resent a major public health problem, 
affecting approximately 15 percent of 
adults and 8 percent of children. 

At the David Lawrence Center, the 
No. 1 diagnosis for individuals seek-
ing assistance is 
depression.

Although signs 
and symptoms 
are character-
ized by negative 
thoughts, moods 
and behaviors, 
depression can 
also affect spe-
cific changes in 
bodily functions 
(crying spells, 
body aches, low 
energy or libido), 
as well as prob-
lems with eating, 
weight or sleeping. Many of these symp-
toms are caused by changes in the ner-
vous system of the brain that can result 
in withdrawal from daily activity levels.

Individuals suffering from depression 
who do not seek treatment can have 
dramatic loss of productivity and absen-
teeism from work, as well as a variety 
of other physical symptoms. Medical 
studies have indicated that depression 
causes significant problems in function-
ing more so than arthritis, hypertension, 
chronic lung disease and diabetes.

Adolescents suffering from depres-
sion are at risk for developing obesity. 

Depression can coexist with virtu-
ally every other mental health illness, 
and we are seeing a growing trend of 
depression in the elderly. 

Unfortunately, as many as 50 percent 
of people suffering from depression 
never seek help. Left untreated, depres-
sion can lead to suicide. In Florida, 

on average, every 
three hours a 
person commits 
suicide. It is the 
second leading 
cause of death 
for persons age 
25-34. With edu-
cation, outreach 
and awareness, 
this trend can 
stop.

A variety of 
short- and long-
term treatments 
for depression 
can help people 

get back to living a productive daily life. 
Cognitive therapy that can help individ-
uals learn to deal with their depressive 
symptoms and overcome them. Medica-
tion can also helpful in certain types of 
depression.

A recent report from the Centers for 
Disease Control found that the rate of 
antidepressant use in the United States 
increased nearly 400 percent over the 
last two decades. The National Health 

SEE DEPRESSION, A27 
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Naples Grande Golf Club invites you to come Explore 
Golf, Beach, Pool, Spa, Fitness, Tennis & Dining.

For more information please contact MARC FREIBURG | PREMIER CLUB
7540 Golden Gate Parkway | Naples, FL 34105 | 239.659.3714

   Rees Jones designed course.

   Th e Waldorf Astoria Collection.

   (located at Naples Grande).

   Naples Grande Tennis Center.

With New Greens, the Best Course in 
Naples Just Got Better!

American Heart Association seeks
Fit-Friendly Companies for 2012
The American Heart Association’s 

Fit-Friendly Companies program rec-
ognizes employers who champion the 
health of their employees and work to 
create a culture of physical activity and 
health in the workplace. The “Gold” 
level is the first tier of annual recogni-
tion, and “Platinum” is the advanced 
tier. In addition, the program presents 
Innovation awards to companies that 
creatively tackle the issue of physical 
inactivity. 

Collier County companies recognized 
as Fit-Friendly in 2011 are: Arthrex; Gulf-
shore Insurance; the District School 
Board of Collier County; and Physicians 
Regional Healthcare System.

The next Fit-Friendly Companies appli-
cation is due to the AHA by Jan, 31. For 
more information, contact Regan Gold-
berg, AHA vice president of Southwest 
Florida Field Operations, at 495-4901 or 
regan.goldberg@heart.org. An online 
application is at www.heart.org. ■

and Nutrition Examination Survey 
found that antidepressants were the 
third most common prescription drug 
taken by Americans of all ages from 
2005 to 2008 and the most frequently 
used medication by people between 
the ages of 18 and 44. The study also 
found that women are 2½ times more 
likely to take antidepressant medication 
as males. People over the age of 40 are 
more likely to take antidepressants.

Many people get a better outcome 
by combining medication with therapy. 
Brief, focused therapeutic approaches 
can help us think and feel differently 

and learn to achieve control and com-
petence.

At David Lawrence Center, we 
encourage people to get assistance if 
they feel they or members of their fami-
lies are suffering from depression. For 
questions or concerns about depression 
or other mental health and substance 
abuse disorders that may be affecting 
your wellbeing, call us at 455-8500. ■

 
— David Schimmel is CEO of the 

David Lawrence Center, a nonprofit 
behavioral health agency that provides 
mental health and substance abuse solu-
tions for children, adults and families in 
Southwest Florida. The center operates 
more than 40 inpatient, residential, out-
patient and community-based services. 
For more information, visit www.David-
LawrenceCenter.org. 

DEPRESSION
From page 26
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NCH continues to grow, both physi-
cally and professionally. And the past 
week was no exception.

We recently opened 32 new rooms 
on the fifth floor of the Baker Tower 
at the North Naples campus. With-
in hours, each room was filled. Next 
month, we plan to open the sixth floor, 
which will take the North Naples cam-
pus from 261 to 325 beds, and the entire 
NCH Healthcare System to 715 beds. 
That will place us in the top 5 percent 
of the nation’s 6,000 hospitals.

And we’re not finished by a long 
shot.

While we grow, we also improve. 
For example, at the downtown campus 
we have moved back into the Neuro-
science 6 South floor after upgrading 
the space to help patients recover 
from strokes, neurosurgery and other 
neurological conditions. Each unit is 
outfitted with new technology focused 
on quality, safety and patient com-
fort. Our nurses and their support col-
leagues report they can already sense 
how this revitalized environment has 
positively affected patients and their 
families.

Growth also comes through the 26 
nursing managers who participated in 
a yearlong leadership and management 

course on many of the non-clinical 
aspects of caring for patients. Typical-
ly, nursing schools don’t teach “leader-
ship.” The purpose of this course was 
to share best practices on managing 
a unit so that patients and families 
receive optimal care, while colleagues 
enjoy the satisfaction that comes from 
helping others.

We have also recently started our 
transition to Radisphere Radiology, 
with Dr. Park Hand as interim medi-
cal director and Dr. Peter Franklin 
as chairman of radiology. They pre-
side over seven other on-site radiolo-
gists, all supported around-the-clock 
by more than 45 board-certified col-
leagues, credentialed at NCH and 
located throughout the nation.

Radisphere is a mature, high-quality 
program. Our radiology patients and 
clinicians will continue to be well-
served, as we add new interventional 
neuroradiology procedures and ser-
vices such as electronic notification 
of abnormal results on a physician’s 
handheld device. To patients and clini-
cians, the transition to Radisphere has 
been seamless.

An essential part of our growth 
comes from our attendance at impor-
tant industry learning events, such 
as the recent Institute of Healthcare 
Improvement meeting in Orlando, 
where NCH had 40 participants and 
the highest number of posters (18) 
of any institution in the country. I 
received some wonderful notes from 
our participants, two of the most heart-

ening from nurses Nicole D’Amico-
Schaal and Deborah Bouchard.

Ms. D’Amico-Schaal said she was 
proud to “feel part of something much 
bigger than my job,” and Ms. Boucha-
rd wrote that she felt “renewed and 
excited about nursing again.” That’s 
the kind of spirit that makes NCH the 
great institution it has become.

I got that same kind of positive rein-
forcement as I approached mile two of 
the Shark Shootout 5K run. (Surprise: 
I placed in my age group!) An equally 
fast young woman raced by and called 
out, “Go NCH!” Turned out it was 
Caroline Jones, a dietician at NCH, 
who after only seven months on the 
job, said she loved working here. I told 
her I’ve been at NCH for 34 years, and 
I love my job, too. And I’m especially 
proud of my colleagues, who keep this 
fine institution growing and improving 
for our community every single day. ■

— Dr. Allen Weiss is president and 
CEO of NCH Healthcare Systems.

Holiday prep a pain in the neck?
Soothe achy muscles with easy exercises

BY NATALIE LAHNAN
Special to Florida Weekly

Over the past few weeks you’ve 
walked miles in the mall, probably lift-
ing and carrying heavy packages. You 
also decorated the house and generally 
ran around like the Energizer bunny. Is 
it any wonder that your muscles are 
now as tight as a drum? 

It’s supposed to be the season of 
comfort and joy, but for those who’ve 
stressed out their bodies while doing 
all the pre-holiday chores, this time of 
the year is not so merry. 

It’s difficult to get into the holiday 
mood when your neck, shoulders, back 
and other muscles are stiff and sore. 

Unfortunately, when doing all the 
holiday preparations, most people 
don’t think of the strain this extra 
effort might put on their bodies. It’s 
only when we feel tightness and ten-
sion in our muscles that we realize we 
might have gone overboard just a tad.

What should you do when muscle 
pain puts a damper on the holiday 
spirit?

Learn how to relieve all that discom-
fort so it doesn’t put you out of action 
for the rest of this festive season.

Generally speaking, gentle stretch-

ing of the impacted muscle groups will 
reduce the stiffness and improve flex-
ibility. For example: 

■ For a stiff neck, do some “rolling” 
exercises — move the neck sideways, 
trying to touch each shoulder with 
the ear. Then bend the neck forward, 
extending it until the chin is tucked all 
the way. 

■ Even though you’re not be carry-
ing the weight of the world on your 
shoulders, you might still be feeling 
some pain in that area. Shoulder rolls, 
shrugs and squeezes will relax those 
tight muscles. 

■ Lower back pain can really side-
line you, but a series of “cat” and knee-
to-chest stretches, as well as pelvic 
tilts, will bring some relief. For cat 
stretches, get down on the floor on 
your hands and knees and push your 
back up toward the ceiling (like a cat 
arching its back). Continue arching 
until you feel a gentle stretch in your 
back. Hold for 15 seconds, then repeat 
a few times.

■ Your feet are likely bearing the 
brunt of your excesses. Toe raises and 
curls, as well as ankle circles, will relax 
tired feet and also help make sure that 
you have two strong legs to stand on. 

While these measures will help 

loosen the muscles right now, you 
should focus on preventing this 
kind of discomfort 
from happening 
in the future. 
Regular 
resistance 
and range-
of-motion 
exercises 
will 
strengthen 
all the muscle 
groups, as 
well as keep 
joints and 
ligaments 
supple and 
flexible. This 
way, you won’t 
be as prone to 
aches and pains 
when the next 
holiday season rolls 
around. ■

— Natalie Lahnan, 
CPT, is the owner of 
Naples/Marco Island 
Adventure Boot 
Camp for Women.

What you need
to know about

skin cancer 
SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

Skin cancer is the 
most common form of 
cancer in the United 
States. Roughly one in 
five Americans will 
develop some form of 
skin cancer, represent-
ing more than those 
with breast, prostate, 
lung and colon cancer 
combined.

The vast majority of skin cancer cases 
are sun-related, says dermatologist Robert 
Tomsick of Physicians Regional Medical 
Group. And despite popular notion, it does 
not stem from a bad sunburn, he adds. 
Rather, low dose sun exposure causes 
cumulative doses over the years.

Skin cancer can also be caused by expo-
sure to x-rays and chemicals or, in very 
rare cases, genetic disease. But the best 
way to prevent it is to limit sun exposure.

“The sun causes skin cancer,” says Dr. 
Tomsick. “This is not debatable; it does.”

The three most common forms of skin 
cancer are:

■ Basil cell carcinoma: the most com-
mon form of skin cancer. It is slow grow-
ing and rarely spreads to other parts of 
the body. Though it can grow in size, the 
chances for cure are excellent.

■ Squamous cell carcinoma: the sec-
ond most common skin cancer. It grows 
more rapidly than basil cell carcinoma and 
can spread to other parts of the body, but 
chances for cure are good.

■ Melanoma: is formed in pigment 
cells of the skin. It can be slow or fast 
growing and is more often fatal. However, 
the chances of cure are good if the disease 
is diagnosed early enough.

There are a number of treatments avail-
able for the most common forms of skin 
cancer. They include scraping and burn-
ing the cancer out of the skin; freezing 
the cancer out of the skin with liquid 
nitrogen; removing it with an electronic 
beam machine; photodynamic therapy/
chemicals; and creams.

One innovative procedure is Mohs sur-
gery. Developed by a general surgeon, Dr. 
Frederic Mohs, the procedure uses a tiny 
scalpel to excise the tumor. An analysis of 
the tissue is performed and once the entire 
area is cancer-free, the wound is sewn up.

Since most forms of skin cancer are 
curable if diagnosed early, Dr. Tomsick 
advises that you should closely watch 
for any differences in skin appearance 
from month to month. This could include 
symptoms such as growth of spots, bleed-
ing and color change. Also, keep an eye on 
sores that do not heal within four weeks 
or those that do heal but come back after 
a short amount of time.

The best skin cancer prevention is to 
avoid the sun whenever possible, he adds. 
If you must be outdoors, seek the shade 
between the peak hours of 10 a.m. and 4 
p.m.

Be sure to use a waterproof sunscreen 
with an SPF of at least 30, and reapply it 
every two hours. While you need to pro-
tect the entire body, the face is especially 
important, as 85 percent of skin cancers 
are most commonly found there, Dr. Tom-
sick says.

With an ounce of prevention, you can 
help prevent the development of skin 
cancer. ■

HEALTHY LIVING

STRAIGHT TALK
Physically and professionally, 
NCH just keeps on growing
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allen.weiss@nchmd.org 

Tomsick



NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLY    www.FloridaWeekly.com WEEK OF DECEMBER 22-28, 2011    NEWS    A29

7890 Summerlin Lakes Drive, Fort Myers, Florida 33907
2828 Tamiami Trail North, Naples, Florida 34103

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for 
payment for any other service, examination, or treatment that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to 
the advertisement for this free, discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

Call now for a FREE INFORMATION SESSION
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“After years of back pain due to stenosis and compressed disc problems, 
I was referred to Physicians Rehabilitation. Their excellent treatment plan 
brought results within two weeks! Continued treatment made my pain 
disappear. They are a life saver!” -JS

Life is too short to live in pain.
Call us now for a free consultation!

No drugs, just gentle spinal decompression treatments, 
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Immokalee joins innovative state program for Arts in Healthcare
BY CONNIE DILLON
Special to Florida Weekly

Immokalee has become one of the 
latest communities in the state to join 
the Arts in Healthcare for Rural Com-
munities Initiative. This is a collab-
orative effort between Shands Arts in 
Medicine, the University of Florida 
Center for the Arts in Healthcare and 
several community agencies, includ-
ing the College of Medicine at Florida 
State University, CHS Healthcare, the 
Collier County Health Department, the 
United Arts Council of Collier County 
and the Rushman-Micah Angel Foun-
dation. Support has been provided by 
the Kresge Foundation and the Florida 
Division of Cultural Affairs.

Arts in Healthcare integrates literary, 
performing and visual arts into a wide 
variety of health care and community 
settings for therapeutic, educational 
and expressive purposes. This is a 
rapidly growing field with the Society 
for the Arts in Healthcare providing 
resources and education to artists and 
health care workers alike.

The Immokalee initiative formally 
launched on Dec. 6 at a community 
event at the joint campus of CHS and 
the FSU College of Medicine in Immo-
kalee. Guests enjoyed several art dem-
onstrations and admired an original 
painting by local artist Rhonda Long 
that was used as the logo for the Immo-
kalee initiative. The logo depicts a tree 
within a farm field, with its roots rep-
resenting the different neighborhoods 
within Immokalee.

Also on display were works of arts 

created by students from 
the Guadalupe Center. 
Students from Immokalee 
High School demonstrat-
ed their talents in dance, 
singing and poetry read-
ing.  The evening conclud-
ed with a Zumba demon-
stration, followed by an 
Edison State College student who ser-
enaded the crowd with his guitar.  

The next day, representatives from 
the UF Center for the Arts in Health-
care led a strategic planning session 
with the Immokalee steering commit-
tee that will lead the initiative. Result-
ing from that meeting, the initiative 
adopted its formal name: Immokalee 
Arts in Health. The following mission 

statement also emerged 
from that meeting: 

“Immokalee Arts in 
Health will promote and 
facilitate use of the arts 
to enhance the health 
and health literacy of the 
Immokalee community 
through prevention, edu-

cation and partnerships.” Among the 
goals of Immokalee Arts in Health are:

■ To engage the Immokalee com-
munity in arts programs that aim to 
promote prevention and wellness. 

■ To utilize arts programs to enhance 
the education and skills of students in 
health care.

■ To cultivate partnerships with local 
schools, agencies, individuals, profes-

sional and aspiring artists to better 
meet the health needs of Immokalee.

Programming for Immokalee Arts 
in Health is in its planning stages but 
already includes an employee Zumba 
program for workers at CHS Health-
care. Future programs will target well-
ness, prevention and education, as well 
as the development of interagency and 
community partnerships.

On Saturday, March 3, Immokalee 
Arts in Health will partner with the 
Collier County Health Department at 
the annual Migrant Health Fair to pro-
vide health screenings and education in 
conjunction with art exhibits, demon-
strations and opportunities for Immo-
kalee residents to experience the arts 
while they improve their well being. At 
that event, further programming will 
be announced with an opportunity for 
all to participate.   

Immokalee Arts in Health invites all 
individuals, agencies and professional 
or aspiring artists to become involved. 

In the coming months, a call to art-
ists will be announced for those who 
are interested to come and learn how 
they can get plugged in. Until then, 
contact Glendy Perez at 658-3117 for 
more information. ■

— Connie Dillon is the executive 
director of the CHS Healthcare Foun-
dation. CHS Healthcare has been deliv-
ering primary care to Collier Coun-
ty residents since 1977 as a private, 
nonprofit, “safety-net” provider. The 
organization has 13 locations, includ-
ing the Ronald McDonald Care Mobile, 
throughout Collier County. 



Purchase Your
Tickets Today!

February 25th, 2012
The Ritz-Carlton

Golf Resort, Naples

239.659.6524
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National Medical 
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Naples Town Hall
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CAR PROBLEMS? NO PROBLEM...
WE SOLVE PROBLEMS!

Brakes • Tune-Ups
Transmission Rebuilding

Diagnostics
Air Conditioning
WE DO IT ALL!

Foreign & Domestic

Shirley Street Auto Repairs 
5950 Shirley Street • Naples 

Se Habla Español
Locally 
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FREE
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Must present coupon. 
Not valid with other offers. 
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WHEEL 
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Not valid with other offers. 
Exp. 12/31/11

OIL CHANGE
 Starting at 
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present coupon. Not valid with 
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PET TALES

BY DR. MARTY BECKER
Universal Uclick

■ Most cats have five toes on their 
front paws, but only four of them hit the 
ground. The fifth toe is called a dewclaw 
and is found on the inside of the front 
paw. The dewclaw is the feline equivalent 
of our thumb, and it’s used for grasping 
prey and climbing trees. A normal feline 
back paw, by the way, has four toes that 
are all called into service when walking. 
Any number of toes over the norm (usu-
ally an extra one or two, but occasion-
ally as many as three or four) makes a cat 
polydactyl, which means “many fingers.” 
Polydactylism is a dominant genetic trait, 
which means just one polydactyl parent is 
enough to make a litter of polydactyl kit-
tens. These cats are also called “Heming-
way cats,” after the ones kept by Ernest 
Hemingway. 

■ Dogs who bite children often have no 
priors, according to Veterinary Econom-
ics magazine, which reported on research 
from the journal Injury Prevention. In a 
study of 100 dog bites from 103 dogs pre-
sented at a behavior clinic over a four-year 
period, 20 percent of the dogs had never 
bitten anyone, and of those who had, 33 
percent had never bitten a child before. 
Researchers think anxiety or pain may 
play a part in uncharacteristic aggression. 
Three-quarters of the biters exhibited anx-
iety when separated from their owners 
or when exposed to loud noises, such as 
thunderstorms or fireworks. Half of the 

biting dogs had 
medical condi-
tions such as skin 
or bone growths, 
eye or liver prob-
lems, kidney dis-
ease, hormonal 
conditions or 
infection.

■ Cats may be 
the No. 1 pet in the 
United States in 
terms of popular-
ity, but dogs rule 
at the veterinary 
office. According 
to the American 
Veterinary Medi-
cal Assoc., dogs average 2.6 veterinary 
visits per year, while cats top out at 1.7.

■ Yawning is contagious among peo-
ple, and researchers from the School of 
Psychology at Birkbeck, University of 
London have shown for the first time 
what pet lovers have known all along 
— that dogs can also catch our yawns. 
Researchers said the presence of con-
tagious yawning in dogs suggests that 
dogs possess the capacity for a rudi-
mentary form of empathy.

■ Not all cats like catnip. The ability 
to appreciate the herb is genetic, with 
slightly more cats in the fan club than 
not. These hard-wired preferences aren’t 
immediately apparent, though, since kit-
tens under the age of three months 
don’t react to catnip at all. Among those 

cats who do like catnip, you’ll find two 
basic kinds of reactions: Your cat may 
seem to become a lazy drunk, or a 
wired-up crazy. Credit a substance called 
“nepetalactone,” which is found in the 
leaves and stems and causes the mood-
altering behavior.

■ Airplanes are increasingly hitting 
birds, alarming regulators because col-
lisions can cause fatal crashes and dam-
age jets. The number of bird strikes 
reported to the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration has grown every year since 
1990, when there were 2,051 strikes. A 
total of 95,000 bird strikes have been 
reported to the agency since 1990, and 
the culprits, in decreasing order, are 
Canada geese, mourning doves and 
sparrows.  ■

Dogs can catch your yawn…
… and other strange pet facts

Pets of the Week

To adopt or foster a pet
•This week’s pets are from Collier County 
Domestic Animal Services. Adoption fees for 
cats are $60 and dogs are $85 and include 
sterilization surgery, vaccinations, pet license, 
ID microchip and a bag of food. Visit DAS 
at 7610 Davis Blvd. from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday. For more information, call 
252-7387 or visit www.colliergov.net/pets. 

>> Ash is about 
4 months old. A 
sweet little guy 
who has beautiful 
big gold eyes, he 
purrs to the touch 
and likes to be 
petted.

>> Grinch is 
a 1-year-old, 
27-pound tricolor 
fox terrier wire 
mix who’s sweet, 
friendly, calm and 
good on his leash. 
This Grinch will 
steal your heart.

>> Livia, a 
Lhasa apse mix, 
is about 3 years 
old and not quite 
13 pounds. Fun 
and affection-
ate, she tries to 
please and is OK 
with cats.

>> Ms. Pretty is 
about 9 months old. 
Calm and dignifi ed 
(even though she’s 
cross-eyed!), she 
gets along with 
everyone. Her 
adoption fees have 
been paid for by the 
Cat Care Clinic.



Must schedule surgery by Jan. 31, 2012. Cannot be combined with other discounts or offers.

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination, or treatment that is 
performed as a result of, and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, or reduced fee service, examination and treatment.
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May it come to you and yours.

Merry Christmas.

Joy.

LIGHTING     –    FANS    –    HOME DÉCOR 

Naples – 239.775.5100, 4600 Tamiami Trail E. 
Bonita Springs – 239.949.2544, 28801 S. Tamiami Trail

Fort Myers – 239.322.5488, 12879 S. Cleveland Ave

www.LightingFirst.us

Pucci & Catana
Luxury Pet Boutique

DESIGNERS
HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

“Paralysis of the heart’s sense of direc-
tion is the box man’s chronic complaint.”

— Kobo Abe, “The Box Man”

“Home is where the heart is.”  
— Pliny the Elder

“I’ll be home for Christmas, if only in 
my dreams.”  

— Walter Kent

“Pleasant dreeeeaaams, hmmm?” 
— Raymond Edward Johnson, 

closing of “Inner Sanctum Mysteries” 
radio program

“Lying in my heap of Earth I can natu-
rally dream of all sorts of things.” 

Franz Kafka, “The Burrow”

“Home, home on the range: Where the 
deer and the antelope play...” 

— Brewster M. Higley, poet; 
David Guion, composer

“Foxes have holes and birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay his head.”                  

— New International Version, 
Luke 9: 54

“There’s no place like home.”  
Dorothy in the “Wizard of Oz” by 

L. Frank Baum

Are you going home for the wholly 
daze? To a home unfurled, a place of hat 
hanging and heart being and art liquida-
tion? Are you going forth from diaspora, 
unscattering toward the inner sanctum 
from the outer limits? 

The tubercular Franz Kafka finally 
found home in the arms of Dora Dia-
mant, who, after a range of in dwell-
ings, not swell, found her home in him 
as well.  And his tubercular writing, 
some gone to flame, some Gestapo 
stolen, some hidden, now finds a home 
on shelves around the world, in div-
ers tongues. Perhaps even next to 
Shelf Elves. Or maybe knots of other 
tchotchkes that make burrows look like 
home. 

Counter fit mole skin wrapping and 
other trappings, a range of conceits, 
beyond rainbows end: Let’s go. The 
goddess of the hearth beckons amidst 
the flames and ashes of worlds gone to 
graveyards, every one.

For aren’t we, after all, beyond the 
London homeless shelters of the late 
19th century? There in the penny sit-
up the inhabitant was welcome to sit 
upright on a bench out of the cold, but 
was not allowed to sleep. The two-penny 
hang over added a frontal rope, to hang 
over in a delicious sleep. In the four 
penny coffin the guest could lie down in 
a sepulchral wooden box, covered with a 
tarp. Kindness abounds. Random acts.

Speaking of kindness, Kobo Abe was 
allowed to graduate from Tokyo Impe-
rial University with a medical degree 
on the condition that he would never 
practice medicine. So he did not follow 
in the footsteps of his physician father. 

Instead in his novels Abe applies the sci-
entific method to understand the under-
lying purpose of life. In “The Box Man”  
Kobo Abe tells the story of a homeless 
man living in a cardboard box worn 
over his head and covering his body up 
to his hips. In Abe’s words we find that: 
“A box man, in his box, is recording the 
chronicles of a box man.”  His thesis: “In 
seeing there is love; in being seen there 
is abhorrence.” 

Clearly it is a necessary condition of 
being box man to don the apparel of 
box. But is it a sufficient condition? 

Thus have I heard: Et incarnatus est. 
Supposedly stabilized, marginal from 
moment one, at home with homeless-
ness. How could it be other wise? 

Show me how it’s donned. Embrace 
me flippantly, one moment not knowing 
what the other is doing.

Hang on, hang out, hung up, three 
penny nailed. 

What was sung by the left side of the 
Temple, surely?  “I couldn’t aspire to 
anything higher. I wanna be loved by 
you — alone.” Go home, Marilyn. (Love 
you.) ■

— Rx is the FloridaWeekly muse who 
hopes to inspire profound mutiny in 
all those who care to read. Our Rx may 
be wearing a pirate cloak of invisibility, 
but emanating from within this shadow 
is hope that readers will feel free to 
respond. Who knows: You may even 
inspire the muse. Make contact if you 
dare.

MUSINGS
Dwelling

R x
rx@floridaweekly.com



Everything for your home?

Even the linens – there’s no place like

Stocking stuffers & holiday cheer?

There’s tons of fun in store at

Cool jewelry at a furniture store?

There’s so much more to discover at

2777 Tamiami Trail North, Naples 34103 • 239.261.home(4663)

www.clivedaniel.com
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Get framed at a furniture store?

It’s the complete home destination!

2777 Tamiami Trail North, Naples 34103 • 239.261.home(4663)
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Ho! Ho! Ho!
’Tis the season
for holiday parties. B8, 9, 18 

INSIDE

House Hunting
A Crayton Road home
steps from the beach
and filled  with upgrades. B11 

Ask the Fool
How can you tell if one company
is owned by another? B6 
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BY ROGER WILLIAMS
rwilliams@fl oridaweekly.com

IT’S BEEN THAT KIND OF A YEAR, AND THIS 
has been that kind of an economic coal 
mine:  If the canary wasn’t dead to begin 
with, then it was pretty near comatose 
as 2011 got under way.

But that’s changed as the year winds 
down. Now across the region — from 
Collier to Lee to Charlotte county — 
there are fluttering and sometimes fly-
ing-high signs of life as businesses, local 
governments and human beings chip 
their way out of 2011 and into 2012. 

“We’re seeing some positive signs — 
it’s sort of a reverse canary in the coal 
mine,” says Bill Valenti, president of 
Florida Gulf Bank.

In other words, the canary is rising.
 “We see flickers of things picking up,” 

adds Mike Reagan, president and CEO 
of the Greater Naples Chamber of Com-
merce — the last man standing, if you 
will, since the Economic Development 
Council in Collier gave up the ghost in 
September. Officials in the organization 
took the remaining $400,000 in their 
pot, gave it back to the county, and sug-
gested that Collier commissioners hire a 
full-time economic development direc-
tor (so far, that hasn’t happened). Then 
they shuttered their doors forever.

Nevertheless, if the recession — an 
oxygen-starved mine shaft of sorts — 
has killed off an EDC here and a busi-
ness or three there, it hasn’t stopped 

the canary from lifting its head, the 
experts say.

In Lee County, officials used cash and 
fee suspensions to lure new businesses 
and help those in place expand, says 
Jennifer Berg, marketing and commu-
nications director for the Fort Myers 

“We’re seeing some positive signs — it’s sort of a 
reverse canary in the coal mine.”  

— Bill Valenti, president of Florida Gulf Bank

Canary rising

SEE CANARY, B7 

The Naples, Marco Island, Everglades 
Convention and Visitors Bureau has 
been awarded a four-year renewal to 
its accreditation from the Destination 
Marketing Accreditation Program. 
Developed by the Washington, D.C.-
based Destination Marketing Associa-
tion International, DMAP accreditation 
signifies that a destination marketing 
organization has attained a significant 
measure of excellence. 

The CVB received its first DMAP 

accreditation in 2006.
“It’s an honor to be recognized for 

providing outstanding services in accor-
dance with international standards and 
benchmarks in the field of travel and 
tourism,” says Jack Wert, CVB execu-
tive director. 

To achieve accreditation, tour-
ism bureaus are required to provide 
detailed evidence of compliance with 
54 mandatory and 33 voluntary stan-
dards that include a wide variety of top-
ics such as governance, finance, man-

agement, human resources, technology, 
visitor services, group services, sales, 
communications, membership, brand 
management, destination development, 
research and market intelligence, inno-
vations and stakeholder relationships. 

“Renewal of the CVB’s accreditation 
required us to review all of our policies 
and procedures and to submit docu-
mentation of our strategic marketing 
plan, our communications plan and our 
operational policies,” Mr. Wert adds.

For more information on DMAP, visit 

www.destinationmarketing.org.
The Naples, Marco Island, Everglades 

CVB is funded entirely by the Collier 
County tourist development tax, which 
pays for beach renourishment and inlet 
management, county museums, desti-
nation marketing programs and special 
grants. The CVB provides information 
and free visitors guides for consumers, 
travel agents, tour operators, meeting 
planners and travel journalists at all 
area visitor information centers and at 
www.ParadiseCoast.com. ■

CVB accreditation renewed for four more years
SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY_________________________
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There ain’t no bigger tug of war in the 
financial markets these days than the oppos-
ing forces of inflation and deflation. 

And which is winning? Well, it depends 
upon what day it is. “As the World Turns” 
was once a hit TV soap opera; it is now capi-
tal markets’ reality as we live in very uncer-
tain, volatile times in which major decisions 
about our future are seemingly being made 
at the meetings of the world’s central bank-
ers, oft held weekly.   

The word inflation engenders fear in 
many… unless, in the same breath, you 
whisper its polar opposite: deflation. That 
word can send shivers through most mortal 
central bankers. In fact, the Federal Reserve 
Chairman Ben Bernanke has said that he 
would throw money out of a helicopter 
rather than endure deflation. Hence, before 
being known as “The Bernank,” he was 
known as “Helicopter Ben.” And if elected 
officials do not shudder at the thought of 
deflation, it might be because they really 
don’t understand its very painful conse-
quences. 

Inflation is a rise in prices and can be 
caused by monetary actions or by changes 
in supply and demand with monetary fac-
tors held constant.  Goods and services in 
an inflationary-spiral cost more and more. 
Deflation is the opposite, meaning the fall in 
prices of goods and services. Most stats use 
the CPI as a measure of inflation/deflation. 

While there are many reasons why govern-
ment statistics are not to be trusted, these 
still remain the de facto measures. The CPI 
basket includes: housing, food, fuel, trans-
portation, clothing, medical, etc. (See www.
shadowstats.com for presentation of CPI 
measured according to 1980 and 1990 defini-
tions, which suggests that inflation is really a 
lot higher than the 
U.S. government 
would declare.)

Most people 
understand that a 
variety of factors 
(endogenous to 
the U.S. and exog-
enous to the U.S.) 
impact supply and 
demand and there-
by influence the 
pricing of goods. 
Higher natural 
resource prices 
(often caused by 
increased world-
wide demand) can 
be translated into 
higher gas pump 
and raw material prices; lower crop yields 
(reduced supply) can translate into higher 
food costs, etc.  

 Most understand that there is an abun-
dance of international labor — movement of 
factories off the U.S. shores and outsourcing 
of services (such as call centers, lab techni-
cians, doctors,  economists),  has become 
a standard for cutting costs. Between that 
and unemployment at 9 percent, it is hard 
to imagine wage inflation in the U.S. any 
time soon. 

But the current inflation/deflation tug 
of war being played out in the volatile, 
worldwide capital markets is not necessar-
ily focused on the demand/supply for good 
and services; it is focused on monetary 
actions that have been taken and might be 
taken by the world’s central bankers. More 
specifically, the tug of war can be traced to 

actions already taken 
to devalue a currency 
so as to permit their 
respective country to 
become more prices 
competitive in the 
international market 
place and thereby 
engender growth 
in GDP; and pos-
sible future actions 
to monetize their 
respective country’s 
sovereign debt. Mon-
etization allows the 
technical repayment 
of the debt but with 
a paper currency of 
lesser value.  

Most recently, at 
the EU Summit on Friday Dec. 9, the world 
got some rather startling news. It seemed 
that the agreement needed to create an EU 
bank was NOT to be found; instead, Ger-
many drove an agenda of austerity. And the 
markets do not think that is a viable option, 
in my opinion.

Why won’t austerity work? It is woe-
fully hard for it to work in a highly leveraged 
country that has known an abundance of 
wasteful spending. A fall in the countries’ 
GDP can make repayment of debt impos-

sible. If GDP weakens, tax revenues are 
generally lower and the ability to pay off 
debt is diminished. 

It seemed that Germany wanted Britain, 
Switzerland, Finland, etc. to agree to auster-
ity measures that would be adopted by 17 
EU countries already in this currency mess. 
Britain didn’t like the idea and vetoed that 
proposal. Beyond that, the summit gave 
approval for the European Stability Mecha-
nism’s bailout funds to be capped at some 
$650 billion… and the market took it as a 
drop in the EU’s “bad loans bailout bucket.”  

So, the world got this surprising news 
and feared a full blown or mini-deflation 
in Europe (spreading into the rest of the 
world).  And many capital markets went 
topsy-turvy. 

What to do? Embrace a fully diversified 
portfolio, diversified far beyond just equities 
and bonds, and consider the merits of alter-
native investment assets that are not cor-
related to traditional portfolios and which 
allow both long and short positions to be 
taken. As always recommended, consult 
with your investment adviser. ■

— Jeannette Showalter, CFA is a com-
modities broker with Worldwide Futures 
Systems, 571- 8896. For mid- week commen-
taries, write to  showalter@wwfsystems.
com. 

— An investment in futures contracts is 
speculative, involves a high degree of risk 
and is suitable only for persons who can 
assume the risk of loss in excess of their 
margin deposits. You should carefully con-
sider whether futures trading is appropriate 
for you. Past performance is not necessarily 
indicative of future results. 

MONEY & INVESTING
The big tug of war
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jshowaltercfa@yahoo.com

We are a direct lender offering the following 
loan products:

 

Making dreams
come true... 

Happy Holidays from our family to yours!

SW Florida’s 
Fastest Growing 
Mortgage Bank!



Beachfront - Gordon Drive
This exceptional South Naples beachfront residence is the 

personification of the much admired and beloved individual 
who commissioned its construction. The home is finished 

with engaging attention to detail. 
$14,000,000

Port Royal - Nelson’s Walk
Absolutely magnificent environmental views of Naples Bay. 

Two and one-half platted Port Royal lots with approximately 
509 feet (per plat) on the water.  Properties may be purchased 

separately. Port Royal Club membership eligibility. 
$12,500,000

Port Royal - Cutlass Lane
Perhaps, the finest waterfront property in all of Naples.  

Designed by architect Jerry De Gennaro and built by Newbury 
North Associates. A perfect combination of New England and 
Old Florida style architecture.  Port Royal Club membership 

eligibility.  $10,800,000

Port Royal - Nelson’s Walk
Sensational vistas from this stunning residence situated on 

two Port Royal lots with expansive water frontage. Beautiful 
Southern exposure facing the confluence of Naples Bay and 

the picturesque inland waterways leading to Rookery Bay and 
the pristine coastal estuaries. Port Royal Club membership 

eligibility. $11,500,000

Port Royal - Galleon Drive
Two and one-half Port Royal lots overlooking Naples Bay 
with multiple building opportunities.  Port Royal Club 

membership eligibility. 
$14,975,000

Port Royal - Galleon Drive
From the engaging driveway entrance, through the interior of 
this masterpiece of comfortable elegance, unfolds a panorama 

without equal. One immediately recognizes that a striking 
clarity of conception was turned into a remarkable reality. 

Port Royal Club membership eligibility. $14,900,000

CAMPBELL & PREBISH, LLC
Real Estate Professionals

CAMPBELL & PREBISH, LLC | Real Estate Professionals
1167 THIRD STREET SOUTH | SUITE 209 | NAPLES, FL 34102 | P. 239.357.6628 | F. 262.4601

WWW.CAMPBELLPREBISH.COM

HORSE CREEK - NAPLES, FLORIDA
“One of the most superb and uniquely located  

equestrian properties in America.” 

Port Royal - Spyglass Lane
Commanding views over Treasure Cove from this magnificent 
estate home situated on one and one-half Port Royal lots. Port 

Royal Club membership eligibility.
$9,450,000

Beachfront - 13th Avenue South
A real opportunity is presented for a buyer to take advantage of 
a very private entrance, leading to this unimproved beachfront 
property that can some day become a private residence with 
magnificent Gulf views and no public roads on either side… 

your “secret beachfront home ” just minutes from Third Street 

South.  $7,200,000
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Happy Holidays!

Specializing in Marital, Family & Appellate Law

PROFESSIONAL COUNSEL... PERSONAL APPROACH

FLORIDA 
BOARD 

CERTIFIED 
Marital & 

Family Law 
AttorneysLUIS E. INSIGNARES

All aspects of complex marital 
and family law at both the 

trial and appellate level

CAROLYN DELIZIA SWIFT
Specializing in pre-nuptials,

 post-nuptials and 
Collaborative Divorces

 Awards & Recognition
Ann O’Hara and 

Stephanie Vick of the 
Collier County Health 
Department have been 
honored by the Florida 
Association of Public 
Health Nurses for their 
service in public health.

Ms. O’Hara, MSN, RN, 
was named Public Health Nurse of the 
Year. As a nursing program specialist at 
the CCHD, she oversees 
the department’s refugee 
health program. She is 
an eight-year employee 
of the department.

Ms. Vick, MS, BSN, 
RN, won the Outstand-
ing Public Health Lead-
ership Award. A 20-year 
employee of the CCHD, 
she is the department’s executive com-
munity health nursing director.

The Naples Airport Authority has 
honored administrative assistant Sue 
Hart as Employee of the Year and 
awarded line technician Emil Garces 
with the Above and Beyond Award.

Ms. Hart, an NAA employee since 
2007, has supported the authority’s 
efforts to improve external communica-
tion by assisting with website updates 
and a new e-mail news program. 

Mr. Garces, also an employee since 
2007, was applauded for continually 
leaving his work area in perfect order 
for the next shift and for his consistently 
helpful attitude as he works with pilots 
who use the Naples Municipal Airport.

George Drobinski 
has been named the 2011 
recipient of the Leader-
ship Collier Foundation 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award. The award is 
presented to those who 
exemplify the highest 
standards of the Lead-
ership Collier Foundation and who 
have remained engaged in its mission 
to improve the quality of life for all 
in Collier County. Mr. Drobinski is a 
2002 graduate of Leadership Collier and 
remains a longstanding board member 
of the foundation. He is an integral part 
of Youth Leadership Collier as well. His 
community involvement has included 
Rotary International, the Golden Gate 
Chamber of Commerce, the Hunger and 
Homeless Coalition, the Child Advoca-
cy Center, the National Association for 
Mental Illness and the Greater Naples 
Chamber of Commerce.

 Higher Education
Rosemary Thomas 

has been named vice 
president for univer-
sity advancement and 
executive director of 
the FGCU Foundation 
at Florida Gulf Coast 
University. Dr. Thomas 
comes to FGCU from 
Salisbury University, where she serves 
as vice president for university advance-
ment and executive director of the SU 
Foundation. She will join the FGCU 
community in February to lead the uni-
versity’s fundraising, alumni relations 

and community relations and marketing 
initiatives. She will also serve as a mem-
ber of the president’s cabinet. Dr. Thom-
as received her doctorate in education-
al leadership studies at West Virginia 
University and graduated from Harvard 
University’s post-doctoral Institute for 
Education Management. She earned a 
master’s of public administration from 
the University of South Carolina in 1992 
and a bachelor of arts in political science 
from Clemson University in 1990.

 Board Appointments
A. Scott Hansen, Gulf 

Coast managing director 
and senior portfolio man-
ager of Harris Private 
Bank, and Dave Neill, 
president and publisher 
of the Naples Daily News 
and regional publisher 
for the newspaper divi-
sion of the E.W. Scripps Company, have 
been appointed to the board of directors 
of the Philharmonic Center for the Arts/
Patty & Jay Baker Naples 
Museum of Art. 

A wealth adviser for 
more than 30 years, Mr. 
Hansen joined Harris 
Private Bank, a part of 
BMO Financial Group, 
in Naples and Bonita 
Springs in 2005. He is a 
member of the Planned Giving Council 
and the Presidents Council at Hodges 
University. He earned a bachelor’s degree 
in business from the University of Illinois 
and a master’s degree in international 
business from the American Graduate 

School of International Management.
A publishing veteran of more than 

30 years, Mr. Neill joined Scripps in 
2006 as general manager of the Bonita 
Banner and was promoted to vice presi-
dent and general manager of the Naples 
Daily News in 2007. He became presi-
dent and publisher in 2010. He serves 
on the boards of the Greater Naples 
Chamber of Commerce and the Holo-
caust Museum and Education Center of 
Southwest Florida, and belongs to the 
Bonita Springs Chamber of Commerce.

John Petracco, 
senior vice president of 
UBS Financial Services 
Inc. in Fort Myers and 
managing partner of 
The Petracco Wealth 
Management Group, 
has been re-appointed 
chairman of the board of 
directors for Florida Gulf Coast Univer-
sity’s Eagles Club. The club focuses on  
raising resources and scholarship funds 
for FGCU’s athletic programs.

 Travel
Diana Grau Fourni-

er has joined Betty 
Maclean Travel as a lux-
ury travel consultant. A 
graduate of Naples High 
School, Ms. Fournier 
earned a degree in phi-
losophy and computer 
science from the Univer-
sity of Florida. She is fluent in French 
and has traveled extensively in France 
and Switzerland.

ON THE MOVE

O’Hara

Vick

Drobinski

Thomas Neill

Hansen
Petracco

Fournier



Port Royal - Fort Charles Drive

Spectacular long water view estate site. Close to the Port Royal 
Club. Expansive lot and one-half creates a large building envelope 
along Morgan’s Cove. Port Royal Club membership eligibility.  

$5,900,000

Port Royal - Fort Charles Drive

This property has beautiful panoramic views overlooking  
Morgan’s Cove, which, allows a substantial building envelope, 
and is one of the most desired areas of Port Royal as evidenced 
by the extraordinary quality of the homes recently built around 

it. Port Royal Club membership eligibility.  $5,295,000

Aqualane Shores - 8th Street South
Wonderfully designed by Stofft Cooney Architects, this home 
captures the true essence of cottage living while providing the 
finest of modern day conveniences.  The home is situated on an 
extraordinarily deep, Western exposure lot, which provides the 
owner with expansive green spaces and open vistas to the wide 

waters of Flamingo Cove. $4,990,000

Old Naples - 14th Avenue South

Perhaps one of the finest locations on the navigable waters 
abutting Old Naples. This Southern exposure waterfront 
bungalow and the lush tropical gardens which surround  
are nestled just one block to the historic 3rd  Street South 

shopping and dining district.  
$1,750,000

Old Naples - 3rd Street North

Just steps to the beach and nestled in the heart of Old Naples, 
this stylish single-story home sits among lush tropical gardens 

that include mature mahogany, palm and citrus trees.  The 
home was substantially rebuilt with a master suite addition 
completed in 2007.  Large rooms feature French doors that 

open to a private patio and garden areas. $2,475,000

Gulf Shore Blvd. Condominium

Unique vistas are had from the main living areas and sizable 
bedrooms of this beautifully updated Admiralty Point II 
condominium.  Admiralty Point’s unique setting along the 
North bank of Doctor’s Pass and its on-site amenities are among 

the finest in the Moorings. 
$674,000

Port Royal - Kings Town Drive

Dramatic views over Treasure Cove from this architectural 
masterpiece designed by renowned architect Kasimir Korybut. 
Elegant, yet comfortable, tropical living. Port Royal Club 

membership eligibility. 
$5,950,000

CAMPBELL & PREBISH, LLC | Real Estate Professionals
1167 THIRD STREET SOUTH | SUITE 209 | NAPLES, FL 34102 | P. 239.357.6628 | F. 262.4601

WWW.CAMPBELLPREBISH.COM

Sancerre, A Condominium - Unit 401

The turquoise Gulf waters, the ebullient palms, and the fresh 
white sand merge in the mind’s eye with the soft palette of 

interior finishes.  Effortless living with available 
concierge services. 

$4,290,000

CAMPBELL & PREBISH, LLC
Real Estate Professionals

Port Royal - Galleon Drive

This enchanting Port Royal residence offers a tropical motif, 
including rich wood finishes, stone flooring, and tongue and 
groove ceiling treatments. There are direct views of Limpkin 
Cove with ample green space for gardening and outdoor 

entertaining. Port Royal Club membership eligibility. 
$3,450,000

Port Royal - Rum Row

With captivating long water views of Galleon Cove, this 
beautiful Costa del Sol architectural masterpiece captures the 
essence of Florida’s indoor-outdoor lifestyle. Located on one and 
one-half Port Royal lots, this five bedroom home is designed for 
glorious water views. Port Royal Club membership eligibility. 

$6,850,000

Port Royal - Rum Row

Beautiful western exposure on Rum Row with inspiring 
multidirectional views of Man of War Cove and 
Hidden Bay.  Substantial building envelope. Terrific 
safe harbor, no bridge access to the Gulf of Mexico.   

Port Royal Club membership eligibility.
$4,240,000

Port Royal - Cutlass Lane

Cutlass Cove is a coveted address by people who appreciate  
its safe harbor, proximity to Gordon Pass, and its membership 
eligibility to join not only the Port Royal Club but, in  
addition, the Cutlass Cove Beach Club. The size of the property 
permits a substantial building envelope with sought after 

southwest exposure.  
$3,850,000
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THE MOTLEY FOOL®

Should You  Refinance?
If you’re struggling with a mortgage that 

has become hard to pay, perhaps due to an 
adjustable rate that adjusted itself upward by 
a lot, you may want to refinance into a differ-
ent, more stable, loan. After all, interest rates 
are still near record lows. You might consid-
er refinancing just because current rates are 
considerably lower than what you’re paying.

Refinancing involves taking out a new 
mortgage on your home — usually at a lower 
interest rate, decreasing the amount of your 
monthly payments (sometimes by as much 
as several hundred dollars). You can also 
increase the amount of the loan for such 
purposes as making home improvements 
or paying off credit card debt. (But beware: 
Your once-unsecured credit-card debt will 
now be secured, with your home as col-
lateral.) Alternatively, lower your rate, keep 
payments not much lower or possibly even 
a little higher, and get a 15-year loan instead 
of 30-year one. You’ll enjoy massive interest 
savings that way.

Check out available loans and interest 

What Is This Thing Called 
The Motley Fool?

Remember Shakespeare? 
Remember “As You Like It”?

In Elizabethan days, Fools were the 
only people who could get away with 
telling the truth to the King or Queen.
The Motley Fool tells the truth about 
investing, and hopes you’ll laugh all

the way to the bank.

We Can Be 
 Financially Irrational

QWhat’s behavioral economics?  
— J.O., Greensburg, Pa.

AIt’s a fascinating field mixing psy-
chology and economics and explor-

ing how we often don’t act in rational 
ways.

For example, in “Why Smart People 
Make Big Money Mistakes and How to 
Correct Them” (Simon & Schuster, $15), 
Gary Belsky and Thomas Gilovich pres-
ent this scenario:

You’re in a furniture store and you 
want to buy a $100 lamp. It’s on sale for 
$75 at a store five blocks away. Do you 
walk the five blocks to save $25? You also 
want to buy a dining room set priced at 
$1,775. Five blocks away, it’s selling for 
$1,750. Do you walk the five blocks to 
save $25?

Oddly enough, even though the same 
amount of savings is at stake, people are 
more likely to walk five blocks for the 
lamp than for the dining room set.

This irrationality extends to our invest-
ing, too, such as when we leave money 
in a losing stock in the hope of eventu-
ally getting our money back, instead of 
simply moving the remaining funds to
a more promising stock.

There are many great books on the 
topic, such as “Predictably Irrational” by 
Daniel Ariely (Harper Perennial, $16).

QHow can I tell if a  company is 
owned by another company?

— T.R., Appleton, Wis.

ACall and ask its investor  relations 
department, or visit its website 

and look for a link titled something like 
“About Us,” “Company Profile” or “Our 
History.” A Google search might also 
work.

You may be surprised which compa-
nies are related. Yum! Brands, for exam-
ple, owns Taco Bell, Pizza Hut and KFC. 
Warren Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway 
owns Dairy Queen, Fruit of the Loom, 
GEICO and many others. ■

————————————————
Got a question for the Fool? 

Send it in — see Write to Us.

Ask the Fool

Fool’s School My Dumbest Investment
To Educate, Amuse & Enrich

rates, and assess the costs built into each one. 
Consider what “points,” if any, you might 
have to pay. A point, equal to 1 percent of the 
value of your loan, is paid upfront in order to 
lower the interest rate. Make sure you plan to 
be in the house long enough for the reduced 
monthly payments to compensate for any 
points and the closing costs of the new loan.

If you can get a new mortgage at a rate 
1 percentage point lower than your current 
mortgage, you can reap sizable interest sav-
ings over 15 to 30 years, depending on how 
much you borrow. Saving tens of thousands 
of dollars over the life of the loan is not 
uncommon.

Before deciding whether to refinance, 
learn much more at sites such as www.fool.
com/how-to-invest and www.bankrate.com/
mortgage. The Fed also offers some great 
info, at www.federalreserve.gov/pubs/refi-
nancings/default.htm.

Ask your current mortgage lender about 
refinancing, too — you might get a good deal 
without having to jump through too many 
hoops, since the lender already knows you. ■

Gushing Losses
My dumbest investment was in an oil 

project. It was supposed to get great returns 
— right! I collected money from it for six 
months, and then the company went bank-
rupt after the well dried up. The second 
well is still sitting there, ready to go, and no 
one is willing to take the oil. Go figure. 

— B.M., online
The Fool Responds: First off, be wary of 

investments that offer promises: Most carry 
some risks, and they may be much riskier 
than you think. Don’t buy based on hopes 
or rumors. A company may be working on 
a promising cure for cancer, but that might 
not pan out or get approved by the FDA.

Be careful with any company that’s too 
dependent on any source of revenue, too, 
such as just one or two oil wells. Companies 
dependent on electronic components from 
Japan suffered after the earthquake and tsu-
nami. If a sugar company sells most of its 
sugar to Hershey, it’s vulnerable. Hershey 
may hit a rough patch, or may simply start 
demanding lower prices. Favor companies 
with proven revenue, ideally from diverse 
sources. ■

The Motley Fool Take
Four Cheap Stocks

The S&P 500 has recently been near 
where it was in December 1998. But during 
this stagnant period, its component com-
panies’ earnings more than doubled. Thus, 
some stocks are as cheap as they’ve ever 
been. Here are some:

• Apple (Nasdaq: AAPL) shares have actu-
ally been on fire, more than quadrupling 
over the last five years. But its earnings have 
jumped more than tenfold. Apple now trades 
near the lowest valuation it’s seen in more 
than 10 years.

• Walmart (NYSE: WMT) shares 
increased all of 2.5 percent over the past 
decade. During that time, its earnings grew 
by nearly fourfold. Walmart’s P/E ratio is 
close to the lowest it’s ever been. Between 

  Name That Company
I trace my roots back to 1965 

and my first store, in Bridgeport, 
Conn. Today I’m the world’s largest 
fast-food chain, with more than 35,000 
locations in more than 90 countries. 
I began franchising in 1974, which 
helped me grow. Some 8,000-plus 
stores are in unconventional loca-
tions, such as museums, riverboats 
and construction sites. I’ve recent-
ly started offering breakfast fare. 
My flagship sandwich, introduced 

Last week’s trivia answer
I was founded in 1986, opening my 

first store in Brighton, Mass. Today I’m 
the world’s biggest office-products com-
pany, with annual sales of $25 billion. 
(I’m the world’s second-largest online 
retailer, too, after Amazon.com, and I 
rake in more than $5 billion online annu-
ally.) I employ 90,000 people in more 
than 26 nations, and operate more than 
1,800 stores in North America, offer-
ing copying, printing and shipping ser-
vices. I’ve won awards for my recycling 
and environmental efforts. The Grammy 
Awards and Los Angeles Lakers games 
occur under my name. I make things 
“easy.” Who am I? (Answer: Staples) ■

in 1975, is named for the 
Brooklyn-Manhattan Tran-
sit system. I reportedly rake 

in more than $15 billion annu-
ally. Since I’m still privately 

held, you can’t buy stock in me. 
Who am I? ■

Know the answer? Send it to us 
with Foolish Trivia on the top and 

you’ll be entered into a drawing for a 
nifty prize! 

dividends and share buybacks, cash returned 
to shareholders provides a yield of 7.5 per-
cent, or almost four times that of 10-year 
Treasury bonds.

• Intel (Nasdaq: INTC) has a dominant 
presence in desktops, laptops and servers. 
Throw in a 3.3 percent dividend yield and a 
P/E ratio near 11, and you have an attractive 
valuation.

• Berkshire Hathaway (NYSE: BRK-B), 
Warren Buffett’s company, owns a wide 
range of companies related to insurance, 
homes, jewelry, transportation, apparel and 
much more. With a recent price-to-book 
value of just 1.15, shares of Berkshire are at 
a significant discount to their normal value.

The Motley Fool owns shares of all four 
companies, and its newsletters have recom-
mended them as well. ■

Do you have an embarrassing 
lesson learned the hard way? Boil 
it down to 100 words (or less) 
and send it to The  Motley Fool 

c/o My Dumbest Investment. Got one that 
worked? Submit to My Smartest Investment. 
If we print yours, you’ll win a Fool’s cap!

Write to Us! Send questions 
for Ask the Fool, Dumbest (or 
Smartest) Investments (up to 100 
words), and your Trivia entries 

to Fool@fool.com or via  regular mail c/o this 
newspaper, attn: The  Motley Fool. Sorry, we 
can’t provide individual financial advice.
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239-775-6860 
www.economybodyshop.com 

Email : economybodyshop@aol.com

2240 Davis Blvd., Naples, FL 34104

Complete Collision  Repair 

24 hour Towing

Rentals
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12/31/11

WITH THIS AD

$350.
OFF

New Orders
Only
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Time Of Order.
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Complete Line of Rolldowns
Clear Pan ccordions

Call For FREE Estimate
594-1616

1762 Trade Center Way, Naples Florida, 34109

Hurricane

IMPACT
    WINDOWS 

     & DOORS!!

QUALIT T RVICE

Tall, Dark & Handsome

Black and Tan Ceramic Table Lamp

available exclusively at

EAST INDIES HOME
COLLECTION

11985 US 41 N., Naples 34110
239-596-7273
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Regional Partnership, which is part of the 
Lee Economic Development Office. 

Those included Gartner, Chico’s, VR 
Laboratories, American Traction Sys-
tems and Green Gallons Solutions, which 
together added about 1,200 jobs to Lee’s 
economic profile.

But the incentives did not include, for 
example, help for Dollar General, which 
owns 9,800 stores in the U.S. and opened 
a new store in central Fort Myers last 
week. Or for the popular new franchise 
Pita Pit, whose owners have opened five 
stores in the region since last December, 
the newest one in Naples.

Statistics, numbers and programs
Meanwhile, the hard employment num-

bers show a less-than-spectacular but 
slow-and-steady revival.

One year ago, unemployment rates in 
all three coastal counties remained almost 
obscenely high for a region where the 
recession had been officially declared 
dead two years earlier, in 2009.

In Charlotte, 12.8 percent of the work-
force could be fairly labeled the workless 
force.  In Collier that figure was 12.3 per-
cent, and in Lee a whopping 13.2 percent 
of workers weren’t working.

But as of last Friday, resuscitation was 
more than a failing hope. While no county 
in the region has yet escaped double-digit 
unemployment figures, each is a lot closer 
than it used to be. 

Unemployment for November was 
down to 10.3 percent in Charlotte, 10 per-
cent even in Collier, and 10.5 percent in 
Lee, according to the newest state figures.

Other indicators were mildly promis-
ing, too.

 “Two years ago as things began to 
erode our day-to-day checking accounts 
declined from an average of $50 million 
at one point, to $37.8 million,” Mr. Valenti 
notes.

“That represents you and me writing 
checks and paying our bills, and since 
we’re a business-base bank, it’s an indica-
tor. But in 2011 that figure is $53 million. 
So I am barely bullish on 2012. Although 
we’re still not seeing a lot of lending activ-
ity, which is disappointing since that’s 
how we make our money.”

Very disappointing, in fact — espe-
cially given the warm on-line welcome 
to potential investors or expanders from 
the Lee County Economic Development 
Office, which lists Florida Gulf Bank 
and 19 others as waiting with their pens 
poised eagerly over their loan contracts.

Right off the bat at www.fortmyersre-
gionalpartnership.com they talk money.

“Lee is lending, because we understand 
that if local companies are going to thrive 
here, they need working capital. That’s 
why the Fort Myers Regional Partnership 
has joined together with (20) local banks 
to make money available for qualified 
local businesses for investment, expan-
sion, or to create much-needed, high-
paying jobs.”

Mr. Valenti has kept a tight rein on 
Florida Gulf Bank, where he’s managed to 
avoid laying off even a single employee, 
both through the recession and in 2010-
2011.

But that doesn’t mean the bank has 
enjoyed fat times.

“We have not brought on any new 
people, nor are we planning to in 2012,” 
he says. “I’d be an expansionist if I could, 
but it’s been very hard through this period 
just to avoid a layoff.”

In Naples, says Mr. Reagan, there are 
also quantifiable signs of progress in 2011. 

“Residential real estate is finally mov-
ing. The commercial real estate market 
is still troublesome, but banks are mak-
ing some commercial loans. There are 
20 new members of the Greater Naples 
Chamber of Commerce — this time last 

year there were 12.”
Tim Cartwright, a partner in Fifth Ave-

nue Advisors, looks at the region and its 
gains in part from a perspective about 
5,000 miles to the east.

“What we now have at the end of 
2011 that we wish we didn’t have is the 
European debt crisis,” he says. “We’re in 
America, but we’re still part of the global 
economy. It’s a never-ending story — 
every other week there’s a bailout or a 
downgrading of the debt. The scary part 
is the foreshadowing and what could hap-
pen to our debt, especially when you can’t 
get Congress to agree.”

And what we don’t have enough of in 
the region, he suggests, is innovation — in 
spite of energetic programs in each coun-
ty to bring together think-tank resources 
at FGCU, for example, with business lead-
ers and government leaders and programs 
on both the local and state level. 

In Collier, the county hired a former 

Economic Development Council staffer 
to push incentive and fast track programs, 
and Mr. Reagan’s Chamber of Commerce 
hired two other EDC members to take a 
more muscular role in promoting busi-
ness.

In Lee, says Ms. Berg, officials 
“increased our partnerships, which is cru-
cial to our future success”  — with FGCU, 

with the state’s Enterprise Florida and 
with regional partners.

That means a lot of talk, and some 
action. In particular, an economic task 
force, as she calls it, helped convince Lee 
commissioners to reduce road impact 
fees by 27 percent, as a way of luring new 
business or expansions.

In Charlotte, says Mr. Patton, “We’re 
creating a business incubator and finaliz-
ing a program we call ‘Eye to Eye’ — Inno-
vation to Industry.” That program comes 
complete with a cash-awards contest, 
offering prizes of $9,000, $7,000 or $5,000 
plus in-kind services worth as much as 
$40,000 and two years free space.

On the ground
On the ground, however, the busi-

ness climate does not strike some 
entrepreneurs as reaching the level of 
open-armed, open-for-business, innova-
tive, incentive-driven, leverage-willing, 
round-table and joint-venture-inspired 
welcome (to use the terms econom-
ic developers are fond of using) they 
might hope for.

But that doesn’t mean they lack confi-
dence in consumers themselves, the ulti-
mate arbiters of economic muscle.

“I think the restaurant industry is a 
great indicator of where we are — and 
there is no question that consumer con-
fidence between 2010 and 2011 is much 
greater,” says Justin O’Brien, a former 
mortgage broker and co-owner, with real 
estate agent Tim Goff, of Pita Pit.

“For us, everything in 2011 indicates 
it’s going to be an exciting 2012. There’s 
a great demand, and that gave us the 
confidence to do this. We took advantage 
of (hard times for others), and saw oppor-
tunity by targeting closed Quiznos loca-
tions. With materials and constructions 
costs down, it was the right time.”

And the partners did it without any 
government help — not that they wouldn’t 
have appreciated some.

“I looked into incentive money a little, 
but the guidelines are pretty strict,” Mr. 
O’Brien explains. “They focus on big cor-
porations. I don’t think they do enough 
for little local guys.”

And government incentives don’t usu-
ally apply to stores such as Dollar Gen-
eral, either — a large franchise that targets 
shoppers who seek to pay very little for 
products.

At a “grand opening” early Saturday 
morning in central Fort Myers, people 

lined up a half-hour ahead to be among 
the first 50 in the door — for that, they 
got a $10 private incentive, to be spent in 
that store alone, where long lines imme-
diately formed at the cash registers after 
8 a.m. 

The first 250 shoppers received a bag 
containing a plastic cup, a commercial 
degreaser-cleaner in a spray bottle, a 
plastic container with lid and a small 
calculator made in China. By using their 
receipt to write in about their morning 
shopping trip, they could become eli-
gible for a $1,000 prize, according to an 
announcement taped to the outside of 
the front door, where a man appeared 
on the sidewalk to beg passing custom-
ers for $1.

Some people waiting to make pur-
chases were missing teeth, some people 
appeared to have spent the previous 
evening sleeping outdoors, and one man 
had rolled a trouser leg up nearly to his 
groin, exposing a full-length prosthetic 
leg. 

“I just want to go home,” he remarked 
several times as he stood waiting with his 
gifts to buy a shirt (less than $10 for long-
sleeved “winter” felt) and some house-
hold items.

Everyone was cheerful, especially 
Chris, working the cash register.

“I love it here,” he said. “I came down 
here from Wisconsin and I found this job 
in a week. A week! It’s great.”

Similar Dollar General scenes have 
been repeated throughout the region this 
year. The new Fort Myers store will add 
six to 10 jobs, according to a company 
press release — which also points out 
the brochures provided at cash registers 
in English and Spanish for shoppers who 
want to find programs that will get them 
GED preparation or teach them English 
at no cost.

These are not the high-paying, high-
tech jobs economic development officers 
hope for, however — but they are jobs. In 
fact, a jobs website, indeed.com, lists 676 
Dollar General jobs in the state, including 
a number in the region.

In contrast, Gartner, Inc. listed on the 
New York Stock Exchange and self-billed 
as “the world’s leading information tech-
nology research and advisory company,” 
got a lot of public help, on top of previous 
incentives in 2009.

For adding 200 more jobs to the 350 
established by the company as it moves 
into a new, 120,000 square foot facility in 
central Lee County, “Gartner will receive 
$500,000 from the Quick Action Closing 
Fund from the State of Florida.  Gartner 
will also receive a Qualified Tax Incen-
tive (QTI) from the State of Florida and 
Lee County worth $1,200,000. Of the $1.2 
million (in) QTI incentives, $960,000 or 
80 percent comes from the state and the 
remaining 20 percent, or $240,000, match 
comes from the Lee County incentive 
program,” according to a press release 
from the Lee Economic Development 
Office.

“This enhanced economic impact and 
growth by Gartner also provides the con-
ditional approval of $1million in FIRST 
incentives with the creation of what is 
now 400 new jobs,” according to Jim 
Moore, executive director of the Fort 
Myers Regional Partnership.

He calls Gartner “an integral part of our 
business community.”

That business, and any other, is wel-
come by Mr. Valenti, president of Florida 
Gulf Bank. He reaches to his Italian to 
describe the current economic climate.

“As we enter 2012, let this be ‘alta stag-
ione’ — the high season,” he says.

Which means a lot of snowbirds, a lot 
of spending, a lot of traffic — and in the 
eyes of a ready and willing banker, a lot of 
good solid commercial loans.

“After driving on the roads to or from 
work every day now, everybody in the 
bank is moaning and groaning about the 
traffic,” Mr. Valenti reports. 

“But me — I get behind a cement truck, 
and I’m cheering.” ■

CANARY
From page 1

           ROGER WILLIAMS / FLORIDA WEEKLY

Shoppers at the recent opening of a Dollar General store in Fort Myers. 

The Pita Pit and Dollar General both seem to 
be thriving in Southwest Florida. 
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A holiday get-together for PRACC members and guests

NETWORKING

BERNADETTE LA PAGLIA / 
FLORIDA WEEKLY 

 1 . Justin Glover, Stephanie Smith 
   and Nick Mattar
 2 . Craig Bamberg and Nicole 
   Mihelich 
 3 . Maurica Hurley, Orlando 
   Rosales and Val Simpson 
 4 . Raquel Torres and Tamika Seaton
 5. Jack Riley and Luci Ayer 
 6. Diana and Jack Gardner  

Open house at the David Lawrence Center’s Crossroads

The Executive Women’s Golf Association’s annual Jingle Bell Open

COURTESY PHOTOS 
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 1 . Rey Pezeshkan, 
   Wojciech Kulicki 
   and Thomas 
   Meister 
 2 . Christine Holmes 
   and Frank 
   Palowitz
 3 . Father Michael 
   Basden and 
   Trista Meister  

COURTESY PHOTOS 

 1 . Lana Chadwick 
 2 . Santa with 
   Laurie Wren, 
   Susan 
   Carpenter, 
   Shirley Moore 
   and Lana 
   Chadwick 
 3 . Jenny Taylor and 
   You-Know-Who 

1 2 3

1 2 3
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Rotary Club of Naples North at the Country Club of Naples

NETWORKING

 1 . Diane Moore and 
   Cindy Obrecht 
 2 . Ben Welzbacher and 
   Jeff Clapper 
 3 . Jim and Stacy Morey
 4 . Leeann Kirwin and 
   P.J. Obrecht
 5. Ericka Hinson and 
   Barbara Meek  
 6. Mick Moore, Heather 
   and Mike Milner  

The Collier County Presidents Council celebrates the holiday

BOB RAYMOND / FLORIDA WEEKLY 
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SHELLEY LUND / 
FLORIDA WEEKLY 
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 1 . Nancy Campbell, Jim Coletta, Sandra 
   Linnerman and Doug Campbell  
 2 . County Commissioner Donna Fiala 
   and Sally Tiffany
 3 . Mary Raymond and Murray Hendel 
 4 . Patricia and Sheriff Kevin Rambosk 
 5. Jim and Jaine Carter 





NABOR report:
November numbers point to strong 2012

 SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

Overall pending sales, a key indicator 
of buyer activity, continue to increase, 
according to a report released by the 
Naples Area Board of Realtors. NABOR 
tracks home listings and sales with-
in Collier County (excluding Marco 
Island).

For the 12 months ending in Novem-
ber 2011, overall pending sales increased 
8 percent; closed sales for the same 
period grew 5 percent to 8,335 from 
7,909 for the same 12 months last year. 

Pending sales in the $1 million to $2 
price category increased 42 percent in 
November, from 26 contracts in 2010 to 
37 this year.

“The luxury market has come alive,” 
says Phil Wood, president of John R. 
Wood Realtors.

According to Cindy Carroll, vice 
president of Carroll & Carroll Inc., an 
independent fee appraisal firm in Col-
lier County, “We are seeing a subtle 
upward trend in home values in many 
market sectors as supply continues to 
decrease and demand remains strong.”

Shelton Weeks, Lucas Professor of 
Real Estate and director of the Lucas 
Institute for Real Estate Development 
& Finance at Florida Gulf Coast Univer-
sity, agrees. “Buyers in the luxury mar-
ket who may have been on the fence are 
seeing inventory decreasing,” Dr. Weeks 
says. “They may be looking at their 

opportunity costs in the capital markets 
and consider real estate a more suitable 
place to invest their money.”

The NABOR report provides annu-
al comparisons of single-family home 
and condo sales (via the SunshineMLS), 
price ranges and geographic segmen-
tation and includes an overall market 
summary. The statistics are presented 
in chart format, along with the follow-
ing analysis:

■ Single-family pending sales 
increased 7 percent with 5,178 contracts 
for the 12 months ending November 
2011 compared to 4,856 contracts for the 
same 12 months last year. Single-family 

In the quiet elegance of the Moorings 
neighborhood and just a short walk to the 
beach, this four-bedroom, three-bath home 
was built in 2004 and renovated throughout 
in 2009. 

Discriminating buyers will appreciate 
premium wood and marble flooring; a 
gourmet kitchen with quartz countertops, 
Thomasville cherry cabinetry and profes-
sional-grade stainless steel appliances; and 
a 1,000-plus bottle wine cellar. The owners’ 
suite has French doors to the screened 
pool/spa lanai, and the pool is positioned 
both inside and outside the screen enclo-
sure. The backyard is fully fenced.

Total square footage, including three-car 
garage, is nearly 4,000 square feet, with 
3,100 of that under air.

Nearby schools are Seagate Elementary, 
Gulfview Middle and Naples High.

The property is listed for $1.249 million 
by David William Auston of Amerivest 
Realty. Call 280-5433 or e-mail david@
davidnaples.com. ■ 

House Hunting: 
2910 Crayton Road

COURTESY PHOTOS

“House Hunting” is a Florida Weekly 
feature that focuses on one listing

in the local marketplace. 
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SEE NABOR, B19 

Our Portfolio of 
Southwest Florida’s 
Rental Properties

RENTAL DIVISION
239.262.4242
800.749.7368

PremierSothebysRealty.com
Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service

marks used with permission. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.

RENTNAPLES.COM

NAPLES AREA
Pine Ridge-Stratford Place 

3BR/2BA/1 townhouse, recently 
remodeled  in a gated community. 

unfurnished, no pets
$1,250 

Marina Bay Club
2BR/2BA’s, 4th floor with great 

views,  furnished, no pets
$2,200 

Kensington 
2+den/2nd floor with garage 

furnished, no pets
$2,300

Park Shore-Horizon House
2BR/2BA’s, 5th floor, gulf views, 

furnished 
$2,500

 

BONITA SPRINGS & 
ESTERO AREA 

ANNUAL RESIDENCES

Estero - Marsh Landing 
3BR/2BA’s, 1-car garage 
unfurnished on 2nd floor 

$1,200 

Shadow Wood Preserve 
2+den/3BA’s, unfurnished 

with lake views
$1,295

Bonita Bay - Esperia
3BR/3BA’s, furnished or unfurnished

$3,000
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BONITA BEACH

DIRECT BONITA BEACH WATERFRONT
• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5-Baths, 5,500 S.F. of Living Space
• Direct Gulf Views From 4-Levels
• Ultimate Rooftop Deck w/360 Degree Views
• Pool & Spa w/Fiber Optic Lighting
• $4,995,000   MLS 211010024
• Michael & Lauren Taranto 239.572.0066

BONITA BAY

BAYVIEW AT BONITA BAY
• 5 Bedrooms + Den , 5.5-Baths
• White Marble Floors & Soaring Ceilings
• High Rise Luxury Living
• 270 Degrees Gulf, Bay & Preserve Views
• $3,995,000   MLS 211004014
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

MEDITERRA

IL TREBBIO AT MEDITERRA
• 4 Bedrooms, + Den, 4.5-Baths
• In Home Massage Room & Retreat
• 70' Lanai w/ Custom Pool & Spa
• Phenomenal Lake & Golf Course Views
• $3,650,000    MLS 211518573
• Martonvich & Nulf 239.398.3929

BONITA BAY

AZURE AT BONITA BAY
• 3 Bedrooms, Plus Den, 3.5-Baths
• Private Elevator Foyer
• Private 2-Car Garage
• 270 Degree Water Views
• $2,475,000   MLS 210039372
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.5717

THE DUNES

BEAUTIFUL GULF VIEWS
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• Beautiful Tower Residence w/Private Entry
• Luxury Amenities & Concierge Services
• Many Upgrades Throughout
• $1,050,000   MLS 211517422
• Debbie Dekevich 239.877.4194

MEDITERRA

VILLORESI AT MEDITERRA
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• Tropical Lanai w/Heated Pool
• Natural Stone & Wood Floors
• Spectacular Lake Views
• $895,000    MLS 211000587
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

AUDUBON COUNTRY CLUB

ONE OF THE FINEST HOMES IN AUDUBON
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 3.5-Baths
• Gorgeous Island Kitchen
• Beautifully Appointments Throughout
• Overlooking the 9th Fairway
• $889,000   MLS 211516713
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.5717

PARK SHORE

SOLAMAR AT PARK SHORE
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths, 2 Balconies
• Gulf, Bay & Cityscape Views
• Private Beach Access
• 5th Floor Beachfront
• $829,900   MLS 211507508
• Liz Appling 239.272.7201

BEAR'S PAW 

BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED VILLA
• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5-Baths
• Vaulted Ceilings, Open Floor Plan
• Courtyard Home, Lanai Overlooks Preserve
• Beautiful Tiled Floors, Granite Counters
• $399,500   MLS 211013742
• Jo Ellen Nash 239.537.4785

BENT PINES

TRANQUIL AND TROPICAL
• 2 Bedrooms, + Den, 2.5-Baths
• Completely Renovated 2-Story Villa
• Volume Ceilings, Wood Flooring
• Centrally Located
• $274,900   MLS 211520158
• Jordan Delaney & Steve Suddeth 239.404.3070

BEAR'S PAW

EXCEPTIONAL VIEWS
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Over 1,900 S.F. of Living Space
• Fully Furnished & Golf Cart Included
• Gate Golf Course Community
• $270,000   MLS 211514969
• Jo Ellen Nash 239.537.4785

BONITA BAY

HARBOR LANDING AT BONITA BAY
• 2 Bedrooms, + Den, 2-Baths
• Beautiful Corner Residence
• Open  and Spacious Floor Plan
• World Class Amenities
• $219,000   MLS 211507087
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

MEDITERRA

PORTA VECCHIO AT MEDITERRA
• 3 Bedrooms, 2.5-Baths
• Spectacular 1st Floor Coach Home
• Marbel Inlays and Stone Columns
• Custom Stone Fireplace
• $599,000    MLS 211517634
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

BONITA BAY

ENCLAVE AT BONITA BAY
• 3 Bedrooms, 2.5-Baths
• Many New Approvements Throughout
• Spacious Floor Plan
• Award Winning Community
• $529,000   MLS 211522986
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

DORSET CLUB

SITUATED IN OLDE NAPLES
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Walking Distance to 5th Avenue
• Beautiful Kitchen w/Wine Cooler
• Volume Ceilings & Wet Bar
• $525,000    MLS 211515984
• Debbie Dekevich 239.877.4194

MEDITERRRA

PORTA VECCHIO AT MEDITERRA
• 3 Bedrooms, +Den, 3-Baths
• Over 2,500 S.F. of Living Space
• Long Lake Views
• Simply Stunning
• $499,900   MLS 211011630
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.398.3929

MEDITERRA

POSITANO AT MEDITERRA
• 4 Bedrooms, + Den, 4.5-Baths
• Gorgeous Stone Flooring
• Tropical Lanai w/Pool & Spa
• Golf, Lake & Preserve Views
• $1,749,000   MLS 210027453
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

MEDITERRA

AMARONE AT MEDITERRA
• 4 Bedrooms, Plus Den, 4.5-Baths
• Chiseled Edge Stone Flooring
• Expanded Outdoor Living Area
• Exquisite Pool and Spa
• $1,595,000   MLS 210034803
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

MEDITERRA

AMARONE AT MEDITERRA
• 4 Bedrooms, +Den, 4.5-Baths
• Island Gourmet Kitchen
• Beautiful Long Lake Views
• Almost 4,000 S.F. of Living Space
• $1,590,000   MLS 210035895
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.398.3929

BONITA BAY

HORIZONS AT BONITA BAY
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 3.5-Baths
• 270 Degree Views From Naples to Sanibel
• His and Her Offices
• Beautiful Master Bedroom Retreat
• $1,549,000   MLS 211522388
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING PRICE REDUCED

MEDITERRA

BELLEZZA AT MEDITERRA
• 5 Bedrooms, + Den, 5.5-Baths
• Courtyard Lanai w/Pool & Spa
• 4,517 S.F. of Living
• 2-Story Guest House
• $2,200,000   MLS 210027446
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

PARK SHORE

ESTATE HOME IN PARK SHORE
• 4 Bedrooms,+Den, 5-Full, 2-Half Baths
• Theater Room & Private Elevator
• Stunning Pool and Open Lanai
• Meticulous Appointments Throughout
• $1,999,777   MLS 211013163
• Jordan Delaney & Steve Suddeth 239.404.3070

QUAIL WEST

STUNNING GROTTO ESTATE HOME
• 4 Bedrooms, + Study, 5.5-Baths
• Separate Guest House
• Private Lanai w/Grotto & Waterfalls
• Situated on Private 1 Acre
• $1,999,000   MLS 211506978
• Michael & Lauren Taranto 239.572.3078

VANDERBILT BEACH

VANDERBILT BEACH WATERFRONT
• 3 Bedrooms, +Den, 2.5-Baths
• Dock w/15,000 llb Lift
• Breathtaking Water Views
• Private Pool and Elevator
• $1,795,000   MLS 211010876
• Steve Suddeth & Jordan Delaney 239.784.0693

COVE TOWERS

NEVIS AT COVE TOWERS
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 3.5-Baths
• Over 2,500 S.F. of Living Space
• Bay, Preserve & Gulf Views
• World Class Amenities
• $785,000   MLS 211016044
• Jordan Delaney & Steve Suddeth 239.404.3070

MEDITERRA

PORTA VECCHIO AT MEDITERRA
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• Golf, Lake & Preserve Views
• Over 2,800 S.F. of Living Space
• Volume Detailed Ceilings
• $649,000   MLS 211006786
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

MEDITERRA

CALABRIA AT MEDITERRA
• 3 Bedrooms, +Den, 2-Baths
• Soaring Ceilings & Walnut Flooring
• Designer Finishes Throughout
• Private Preserve Views
• $619,900   MLS 211016485
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

MEDITERRA

MONTEROSSO AT MEDITERRA
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 3-Baths
• Spectacular 1st Floor Coach Home
• Upgraded Gourmet Kitchen
• Volume Detailed Ceilings
• $619,000   MLS 211514075
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

MILANO

LAKEFRONT TOWNHOME
• 3 Bedrooms, 2.5-Baths
• Custom Upgrades Throughout
• Fantastic Community Amenities
• Close to Shopping & Water Park
• $147,500   MLS 211522737
• Zach Fischer, Fischer Group 239.777.7500

COUNTRYSIDE

FANTASTIC GOLF & WATER VIEWS
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• 1st Floor Corner Residence
• Private and Gated
• Full Club Facilities
• $124,500   MLS 211517214
• Frank Dekevich 239.877.4193

BERKSHIRE LAKES 

NEWCASTLE
• 3 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Gated Community
• 1,450 S.F. of Living
• Great Location
• $87,500   MLS 211509967
• Jo Ellen Nash 239.537.4785

NAPLES 701 CLUB

SOUTH NAPLES CONDO
• 1 Bedroom, 1-Bath
• Totally Remodeled
• New Appliances, Tile & Carpet
• Turnkey Furnished
• $44,900   MLS 211510430
• Liz Appling 239.272.7201

COVE TOWERS

ARUBA AT COVE TOWERS
• 2 Bedrooms, +Den, 2-Baths
• Stunning Sunset Views
• Resort Style Amenities
• Private & Quaint w/Bay Views
• $479,000   MLS 210041364
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.5717

GULF ACCESS IN BONITA

CUSTOM RIVERFRONT HOME
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• Situated on Imperial River
• 260' of Direct River Frontage
• Screened Pool & Lanai
• $475,000   MLS 211507118
• Michael & Lauren Taranto 239.572.0066

MEDITERRA

PORTA VECCHIO AT MEDITERRA
• 3 Bedrooms, +Den, 3-Baths
• 2,589 S.F. of Living Space
• Glazed Tile Flooring
• Golf, Lake & Preserve Views
• $439,000   MLS 210034781
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.398.3929

RIVER REACH

OLDE FLORIDA STYLE HOME
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 2-Baths
• Custom Island Kitchen
• Beautiful Master Retreat
• Gulf Access Via Gordan River
• $400,000   MLS 211513140
• Doug Haughey 239.961.1561

COQUINA SANDS

CUSTOM RESIDENCE
• 4 Bedrooms, 4-Baths
• Spacious Chef's Kitchen
• Beautiful Interior w/Fireplace
• Screened Lanai w/Pool and Spa
• $1,549,000   MLS 211521989
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

PELICAN BAY

STRATFORD AT PELICAN BAY
• 4 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• Stunning 22nd Floor Penthouse
• 360 Degree Views of the Gulf, Sanibel & Naples
• Wrap Around Terrace & Sun Deck
• $1,350,000   MLS 211520537
• Marya Doonan 239.450.4000

PELICAN BAY

MARBELLA AT PELICAN BAY
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• Extensively Upgraded
• Beautiful Custom Hard Wood Built-ins
• Stunning Spacious Kitchen
• $1,195,000    MLS 211506186
• Steve Suddeth & Jordan Delaney 239.784.0693

MEDITERRA

BELLEZZA AT MEDITERRA
• 4 Bedrooms, + Den, 4 Full & 1-Half Baths
• Stunning Stone Floors
• Home and Lot Package
• Fantastic Lake & Golf Views
• $1,174,000   MLS 211510766
• Kristin Cavella- Whorrall 239.821.6330

PRICE REDUCED

PRICE REDUCED

NEW LISTING
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BONITA BEACH

DIRECT BONITA BEACH WATERFRONT
• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5-Baths, 5,500 S.F. of Living Space
• Direct Gulf Views From 4-Levels
• Ultimate Rooftop Deck w/360 Degree Views
• Pool & Spa w/Fiber Optic Lighting
• $4,995,000   MLS 211010024
• Michael & Lauren Taranto 239.572.0066

BONITA BAY

BAYVIEW AT BONITA BAY
• 5 Bedrooms + Den , 5.5-Baths
• White Marble Floors & Soaring Ceilings
• High Rise Luxury Living
• 270 Degrees Gulf, Bay & Preserve Views
• $3,995,000   MLS 211004014
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

MEDITERRA

IL TREBBIO AT MEDITERRA
• 4 Bedrooms, + Den, 4.5-Baths
• In Home Massage Room & Retreat
• 70' Lanai w/ Custom Pool & Spa
• Phenomenal Lake & Golf Course Views
• $3,650,000    MLS 211518573
• Martonvich & Nulf 239.398.3929

BONITA BAY

AZURE AT BONITA BAY
• 3 Bedrooms, Plus Den, 3.5-Baths
• Private Elevator Foyer
• Private 2-Car Garage
• 270 Degree Water Views
• $2,475,000   MLS 210039372
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.5717

THE DUNES

BEAUTIFUL GULF VIEWS
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• Beautiful Tower Residence w/Private Entry
• Luxury Amenities & Concierge Services
• Many Upgrades Throughout
• $1,050,000   MLS 211517422
• Debbie Dekevich 239.877.4194

MEDITERRA

VILLORESI AT MEDITERRA
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• Tropical Lanai w/Heated Pool
• Natural Stone & Wood Floors
• Spectacular Lake Views
• $895,000    MLS 211000587
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

AUDUBON COUNTRY CLUB

ONE OF THE FINEST HOMES IN AUDUBON
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 3.5-Baths
• Gorgeous Island Kitchen
• Beautifully Appointments Throughout
• Overlooking the 9th Fairway
• $889,000   MLS 211516713
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.5717

PARK SHORE

SOLAMAR AT PARK SHORE
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths, 2 Balconies
• Gulf, Bay & Cityscape Views
• Private Beach Access
• 5th Floor Beachfront
• $829,900   MLS 211507508
• Liz Appling 239.272.7201

BEAR'S PAW 

BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED VILLA
• 3 Bedrooms, 3.5-Baths
• Vaulted Ceilings, Open Floor Plan
• Courtyard Home, Lanai Overlooks Preserve
• Beautiful Tiled Floors, Granite Counters
• $399,500   MLS 211013742
• Jo Ellen Nash 239.537.4785

BENT PINES

TRANQUIL AND TROPICAL
• 2 Bedrooms, + Den, 2.5-Baths
• Completely Renovated 2-Story Villa
• Volume Ceilings, Wood Flooring
• Centrally Located
• $274,900   MLS 211520158
• Jordan Delaney & Steve Suddeth 239.404.3070

BEAR'S PAW

EXCEPTIONAL VIEWS
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Over 1,900 S.F. of Living Space
• Fully Furnished & Golf Cart Included
• Gate Golf Course Community
• $270,000   MLS 211514969
• Jo Ellen Nash 239.537.4785

BONITA BAY

HARBOR LANDING AT BONITA BAY
• 2 Bedrooms, + Den, 2-Baths
• Beautiful Corner Residence
• Open  and Spacious Floor Plan
• World Class Amenities
• $219,000   MLS 211507087
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

MEDITERRA

PORTA VECCHIO AT MEDITERRA
• 3 Bedrooms, 2.5-Baths
• Spectacular 1st Floor Coach Home
• Marbel Inlays and Stone Columns
• Custom Stone Fireplace
• $599,000    MLS 211517634
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

BONITA BAY

ENCLAVE AT BONITA BAY
• 3 Bedrooms, 2.5-Baths
• Many New Approvements Throughout
• Spacious Floor Plan
• Award Winning Community
• $529,000   MLS 211522986
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

DORSET CLUB

SITUATED IN OLDE NAPLES
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Walking Distance to 5th Avenue
• Beautiful Kitchen w/Wine Cooler
• Volume Ceilings & Wet Bar
• $525,000    MLS 211515984
• Debbie Dekevich 239.877.4194

MEDITERRRA

PORTA VECCHIO AT MEDITERRA
• 3 Bedrooms, +Den, 3-Baths
• Over 2,500 S.F. of Living Space
• Long Lake Views
• Simply Stunning
• $499,900   MLS 211011630
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.398.3929

MEDITERRA

POSITANO AT MEDITERRA
• 4 Bedrooms, + Den, 4.5-Baths
• Gorgeous Stone Flooring
• Tropical Lanai w/Pool & Spa
• Golf, Lake & Preserve Views
• $1,749,000   MLS 210027453
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

MEDITERRA

AMARONE AT MEDITERRA
• 4 Bedrooms, Plus Den, 4.5-Baths
• Chiseled Edge Stone Flooring
• Expanded Outdoor Living Area
• Exquisite Pool and Spa
• $1,595,000   MLS 210034803
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

MEDITERRA

AMARONE AT MEDITERRA
• 4 Bedrooms, +Den, 4.5-Baths
• Island Gourmet Kitchen
• Beautiful Long Lake Views
• Almost 4,000 S.F. of Living Space
• $1,590,000   MLS 210035895
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.398.3929

BONITA BAY

HORIZONS AT BONITA BAY
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 3.5-Baths
• 270 Degree Views From Naples to Sanibel
• His and Her Offices
• Beautiful Master Bedroom Retreat
• $1,549,000   MLS 211522388
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING PRICE REDUCED

MEDITERRA

BELLEZZA AT MEDITERRA
• 5 Bedrooms, + Den, 5.5-Baths
• Courtyard Lanai w/Pool & Spa
• 4,517 S.F. of Living
• 2-Story Guest House
• $2,200,000   MLS 210027446
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

PARK SHORE

ESTATE HOME IN PARK SHORE
• 4 Bedrooms,+Den, 5-Full, 2-Half Baths
• Theater Room & Private Elevator
• Stunning Pool and Open Lanai
• Meticulous Appointments Throughout
• $1,999,777   MLS 211013163
• Jordan Delaney & Steve Suddeth 239.404.3070

QUAIL WEST

STUNNING GROTTO ESTATE HOME
• 4 Bedrooms, + Study, 5.5-Baths
• Separate Guest House
• Private Lanai w/Grotto & Waterfalls
• Situated on Private 1 Acre
• $1,999,000   MLS 211506978
• Michael & Lauren Taranto 239.572.3078

VANDERBILT BEACH

VANDERBILT BEACH WATERFRONT
• 3 Bedrooms, +Den, 2.5-Baths
• Dock w/15,000 llb Lift
• Breathtaking Water Views
• Private Pool and Elevator
• $1,795,000   MLS 211010876
• Steve Suddeth & Jordan Delaney 239.784.0693

COVE TOWERS

NEVIS AT COVE TOWERS
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 3.5-Baths
• Over 2,500 S.F. of Living Space
• Bay, Preserve & Gulf Views
• World Class Amenities
• $785,000   MLS 211016044
• Jordan Delaney & Steve Suddeth 239.404.3070

MEDITERRA

PORTA VECCHIO AT MEDITERRA
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• Golf, Lake & Preserve Views
• Over 2,800 S.F. of Living Space
• Volume Detailed Ceilings
• $649,000   MLS 211006786
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

MEDITERRA

CALABRIA AT MEDITERRA
• 3 Bedrooms, +Den, 2-Baths
• Soaring Ceilings & Walnut Flooring
• Designer Finishes Throughout
• Private Preserve Views
• $619,900   MLS 211016485
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

MEDITERRA

MONTEROSSO AT MEDITERRA
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 3-Baths
• Spectacular 1st Floor Coach Home
• Upgraded Gourmet Kitchen
• Volume Detailed Ceilings
• $619,000   MLS 211514075
• Kristin Cavella-Whorrall 239.821.6330

MILANO

LAKEFRONT TOWNHOME
• 3 Bedrooms, 2.5-Baths
• Custom Upgrades Throughout
• Fantastic Community Amenities
• Close to Shopping & Water Park
• $147,500   MLS 211522737
• Zach Fischer, Fischer Group 239.777.7500

COUNTRYSIDE

FANTASTIC GOLF & WATER VIEWS
• 2 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• 1st Floor Corner Residence
• Private and Gated
• Full Club Facilities
• $124,500   MLS 211517214
• Frank Dekevich 239.877.4193

BERKSHIRE LAKES 

NEWCASTLE
• 3 Bedrooms, 2-Baths
• Gated Community
• 1,450 S.F. of Living
• Great Location
• $87,500   MLS 211509967
• Jo Ellen Nash 239.537.4785

NAPLES 701 CLUB

SOUTH NAPLES CONDO
• 1 Bedroom, 1-Bath
• Totally Remodeled
• New Appliances, Tile & Carpet
• Turnkey Furnished
• $44,900   MLS 211510430
• Liz Appling 239.272.7201

COVE TOWERS

ARUBA AT COVE TOWERS
• 2 Bedrooms, +Den, 2-Baths
• Stunning Sunset Views
• Resort Style Amenities
• Private & Quaint w/Bay Views
• $479,000   MLS 210041364
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.5717

GULF ACCESS IN BONITA

CUSTOM RIVERFRONT HOME
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• Situated on Imperial River
• 260' of Direct River Frontage
• Screened Pool & Lanai
• $475,000   MLS 211507118
• Michael & Lauren Taranto 239.572.0066

MEDITERRA

PORTA VECCHIO AT MEDITERRA
• 3 Bedrooms, +Den, 3-Baths
• 2,589 S.F. of Living Space
• Glazed Tile Flooring
• Golf, Lake & Preserve Views
• $439,000   MLS 210034781
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.398.3929

RIVER REACH

OLDE FLORIDA STYLE HOME
• 3 Bedrooms, + Den, 2-Baths
• Custom Island Kitchen
• Beautiful Master Retreat
• Gulf Access Via Gordan River
• $400,000   MLS 211513140
• Doug Haughey 239.961.1561

COQUINA SANDS

CUSTOM RESIDENCE
• 4 Bedrooms, 4-Baths
• Spacious Chef's Kitchen
• Beautiful Interior w/Fireplace
• Screened Lanai w/Pool and Spa
• $1,549,000   MLS 211521989
• Martinovich & Nulf 239.564.1266

PELICAN BAY

STRATFORD AT PELICAN BAY
• 4 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• Stunning 22nd Floor Penthouse
• 360 Degree Views of the Gulf, Sanibel & Naples
• Wrap Around Terrace & Sun Deck
• $1,350,000   MLS 211520537
• Marya Doonan 239.450.4000

PELICAN BAY

MARBELLA AT PELICAN BAY
• 3 Bedrooms, 3-Baths
• Extensively Upgraded
• Beautiful Custom Hard Wood Built-ins
• Stunning Spacious Kitchen
• $1,195,000    MLS 211506186
• Steve Suddeth & Jordan Delaney 239.784.0693

MEDITERRA

BELLEZZA AT MEDITERRA
• 4 Bedrooms, + Den, 4 Full & 1-Half Baths
• Stunning Stone Floors
• Home and Lot Package
• Fantastic Lake & Golf Views
• $1,174,000   MLS 211510766
• Kristin Cavella- Whorrall 239.821.6330

PRICE REDUCED

PRICE REDUCED

NEW LISTING



Providing Expert Real Estate Services Since 1984

CHRISTOPHER A. BRAUN
Broker Associate, CRS / Downing Frye Realty, Inc.
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YACHT HARBOUR COVE
5075 YACHT HARBOR CIRCLE #604

Views of Windstar’s Marina & Naples Bay. 3BR plus a Study/3.5BA residence 
with 640’ sq. ft. of covered balcony. Off ered at $1,200,000

Text T327179 to 85377

KEY WEST LIFESTYLE IN OLDE NAPLES 
1355 4TH STREET S.

Just 4 blocks from the beach! Stunning 4BR/3.5BA/2 Car residence with 
wrap around verandah. Off ered at $1,249,000

Text T327035 to 85377

WATERFRONT IN THE MOORINGS | 210 SPRINGLINE DRIVE
Minutes from Doctor’s Pass & the Gulf . 3BR+Den, 3.5BA pool home on .45 acre lot with 167’ of waterfront living, 2 boat docks one with a 20lb. lift . 

Off ered at $2,425,000
 Text T326801 to 85377

EMERALD LAKES
7156 MILL POND CIRCLE

Incredibly priced 3BR/2BA residence with 
southern exposure & room for pool. 

Off ered at $234,900
Text T327122 to 85377

MERIDIAN CLUB IN PARK SHORE 
4901 GULF SHORE BLVD. #1203
Tastefully updated 12th Flr. Residence with 

2+Den/3BA & fabulous views of the City, Gulf & 
Bay. Directly on the beach with impact resistant 
windows, 24 hour security & more. $1,149,000

©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell 
Banker®, Coldwell Banker Previews International®, 
And Previews® Are Registered Trademarks Licensed 

To Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal 
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Owned And Operated By NRT LLC.

GRAND PHOENICIAN AT THE DUNES
275 INDIES WAY TERRACE 6

Th is 3BR/3BA residence includes a private elevator, 
electric hurricane shutters, community pool & 

workout facility. Off ered at $669,000
Text T327158 to 85377

UNDER CONTRACT

For   Picture Perfect Views...

Try my new SMS text codes 
to view a detailed mobile 
website of these listings



ISLAND WALK PRIME VANDERBILT BEACH LOCATION

Comfortable Elegance 4 BR,3.5BA From the 
engaging front porch you will love this gracious bright 

pool with lake views! A MUST SEE!  Furniture package 
avl. $462,000

RESORT STYLE LIVING EVERYDAY!
communities offer resort style living at its Best! Services, shops, conveniences and full recreational facilities reserved 

VILLAGE WALK PRIME VANDERBILT BEACH LOCATION

Estate sale
new owner. $324,900

A Wonderful Windsor! Spacious 4 bedroom plus 
den, 3 full baths, South facing heated pool, electric 

$499,000

The Manor, only 18 of these beauties were built in 

$549,000

Breath taking views of 3 bridges from inside and 

down shutters, granite,side patio and more. MUST 
SEE! $265,000

Special Oakmont

$419,000

STOP BY TO VIEW THESE AND OTHER PROPERTIES

Luxury, Elegance, and Value in one stunning 
package! 

This southern exposure home features plenty of windows 
to let in the natural light!  Cherry, bright neutral interior 
is nicely upgraded throughout, screened lanai with  lake 

views and heated pool creates the prefect place to 
entertain! Don't miss this one! $479,000

NEW LISTING

Great Opportunity

occupied the property. Great location short walk to 
Town amenities center. $326,900

Verona Walk

NEW LISTING

LAKE VIEW

back of home, and lake view with nice yard. GREAT 
BUY! $230,900 

NEW LISTING





We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from 
the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too. Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.

An open house at Fiddler’s Creek

NETWORKING

 1 . Matt Devereaux, Darin 
   McMurray, Paul Romanowski
   and Dave Meyers
 2 . Jackie Belcher, Cindy Swamer
   and Kim Moore 
 3 . Kathy Felszer and Ed Gongola
 4 . Billie Dalesio-Faccinato, 
   Carolyn Starns and Jolene 
   Munzenrieder
 5. Aga Edwards and Robert Fesik
 6. Peggy Garrity, Geri Howard
   and Kathryn Benoit

Harris Wealth and Saks Fifth Avenue host ‘Fashion IQ’ 

CHARLIE MCDONALD / 
FLORIDA WEEKLY 
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Reintroducing Big Brothers Big Sisters to Collier County
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 1 . Pete Jepson, John Merlino and Bill LoPresti 
 2 . Melanie Sabelhaus, Pam Sibcy, Donna Boortz, 
   Rob Sibcy and Neal Boortz
 3 . Joy Mahler, Albert Osborne, Tom Weschler 
   and Chief Jim Bloom 
 4 . Steve Dorcy, Kristin Cartwright and Bill Odrey 
 5. Tracey Young and J.J. Miranda
 6. Sheriff Kevin Rambosk and Reginald Gibson 

CHARLIE MCDONALD / FLORIDA WEEKLY 

2

31

 1 . Kellie Jacoby, Scott 
   Hansen, Sherie Lewis 
   and Kim Bridges 
 2 . The models line up
 3 . Sherie Lewis, left, 
   presents Piazza 
   Sempioni Resort 
   2011-12 fashion 
   trends

COURTESY PHOTOS



Jacki Strategos SRES, G.R.I., e-Pro

239-370-1222
JStrategos@att.net

www.JackiStrategos.com

Richard Droste Realtor

239-572-5117
rddsmd@comcast.net

2 BR/2BA lower unit. Eat-in kitchen, laundry 
in unit. Views of golf course.

St. Regis Club
$99,900

CHEAPER THAN RENTING

Generous open fl oor plan. 3BR/2BA, tray 
ceilings, large tile, breakfast area.

Rialto at Hammock Bay
$328,000

BEAUTIFUL SUNSET VIEWS

Oversized corner lot, upgraded pool & 
lanai. 2,395 s.f., pristine condition

8836 Lely Island Circle 
$490,000

OPTIONAL CLUB MEMBERSHIP

Visit your new house today!
www.OpenHouseSWFL.com

The fi rst stop to fi nding your new house!

OpenHouse Southwest Florida lists the open 
houses for any given day in Naples, Bonita Springs and 

Estero. Customize your search by choosing location, 
living area, price range and more, quickly and easily.

We make fi nding your new home easy!

The Offi cial Naples, Bonita Springs and Estero REALTORS Website
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Be In the Know. In the Now.
Subscribe now and you’ll get comprehensive local news 

coverage, investigative articles, business happenings as well as the  
latest in real estate trends, dining, social events and much more.

Get Florida Weekly delivered  
to your mailbox for only

$3195*

PER YEAR

Call 239.325.1960 or visit us online at www.FloridaWeekly.com

*Rates are based on standard rate postage. A one-year in-county subscription will cost $31.95 to cover  
shipping and handling. Call for out-of-county and out-of-state postage and pricing options.

pending sales in the $500,000 to $1 mil-
lion category increased 14 percent for 
the same period, with 541 contracts this 
year compared to 476 contracts for the 
previous year.

Overall condo pending sales increased 
3 percent with 399 contracts in Novem-
ber 2011 compared to 387 contracts in 
November 2010.

Available inventory decreased 18 per-
cent to 7,625 available properties in 
November 2011 compared to 9,352 avail-
able properties in November 2010.

“As sales increase the available inven-

tory in every category is decreasing,” 
says Jo Carter of Jo Carter & Associates, 
adding the $1 million to $2 million price 
category showed the largest decrease 
with 22 percent. The available inventory 
in the $1 million to $2 million category 
decreased from 818 available properties 
to 635 properties.

“The November numbers for the sin-
gle-family home market are positive,” 
says Brenda Fioretti, NABOR media 
relations director and managing bro-
ker of Prudential Florida Realty. The 
median closed price for properties over 
$300,000 increased 5 percent for the 
12 months ending November 2011 com-
pared to the same 12 months of last year, 
she adds.

To view the full report, visit www.
NaplesArea.com. ■

NABOR
From page 11

Deerbrook construction company has 
completed its second renovation proj-
ect for the Royal Shell Companies and is 
finishing its third. Deerbrook converted 
the former Blockbuster storefront on 
U.S. 41 in Bonita Springs into offices for 
Royal Shell’s real estate and vacation 
rental operatoins. The 5,100-square-foot 
space has a reception area, 15 offices, 
29 workstations and four conference 
rooms.

Also for Royal Shell, the builder com-
pleted renovations of the former Congress 
Jewelers location on Fifth Avenue South 
early this year. Work on the former Ethan 
Allen building on U.S. 41 in Naples is sched-
uled for completion by the end of the year.

The Royal Shell Companies provide 
real estate sales and vacation rental-man-

agement services throughout Southwest 
Florida. In addition to homes from Naples 
to Sanibel, Deerbrook’s commercial 
buildings include the accounting offices 
of Matthew Soldavini on 10th Street in 
Naples and the Collins & DuPont Interior 
Design studio in Bonita Springs. ■

Deerbrook completes another renovation 
of office space for Royal Shell Companies

COURTESY PHOTO

The new Bonita Springs office of Royal Shell  

Please Find Me and
Bring Me Home!
MISSING CAT - “KITTS KITTS”

Please call if you fi nd her or have info!
Mary Ann 239-594-3902 or 419-290-6783

REWARD OFFERED!!!







WE MAKEWinningCOMMUNITIES HAPPEN

4 Fabulous Communities | 50+ Model Homes | Priced from the $160’s
Special Savings throughout all 4 Communities

The weather outside may not be frightful, but we have delightful end-of-the-year savings on the last  
of our quick delivery homes! Just 50 inventory homes remain in 4 communities by Stock Development,  

proudly celebrating 10 years in Southwest Florida. Hurry in before year-end to take advantage of  
special incentives on these ready-to-move-in homes. With great locations, spectacular lifestyle amenities  

and the best quality in construction, now’s the time to buy in a Stock Development community.

End-of-the-Year Specials

Lifestyle Amenities

Developer of the Year

Builder of the Year 

Communities of the Year

 50 Move-in Ready Homes Priced to Sell!

BROKER PARTICIPATION WELCOMED. ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING 
THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO 
THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUES TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER 
OR LESSEE. NOT AN OFFERING WHERE PROHIBITED BY STATE LAW. PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

 
to Palomino Lane. Turn right on Palomino  
for 1.5 miles and turn left on Penzance.

Fort Myers
From $169,990

Paseo-FtMyers.com 

Located at the intersection of US 41  
and 951 on Lely Resort Blvd.  

Naples
From the $180’s

Lely-Resort.com

Located on Vanderbilt Beach Road,

North Naples
From $299,990

BlackBear-Ridge.com

Located off Livingston Road on Veterans  
 

North Naples
From $289,990

SecoyaReserve.com

End of the Year Sell-A-Bration!
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My sister is a wise woman. In many 
subjects, but especially in romance, she 
is often the person I turn to. We spoke 
over Thanksgiving as we walked side 
by side down the beach. She toted her 
toddler on her hip and I tucked my arms 
tight against my body, a shield against 
the wind that blew over the waves. As 
the day headed toward sunset, the tem-
perature dropped.

“That reminds me of the boyfriend I 
had in Holland,” she was saying as we 
continued down the beach. She told me 
about how they met, the relationship 
that followed, the troubled months at 
the end. We walked and walked. I turned 
around once to check our path, and the 
place where we started had become a 
speck in the distance. My cheeks red-
dened in the wind. The baby fussed. My 
sister kept walking.

“So when we did break up… ”
Here it is, I thought. The nugget of 

wisdom.
“I said to him, ‘Why did you string me 

along for so long?’ He should have cut 
me loose earlier.”

I nodded, turning over this bit of 
information, trying to see how it applied 
to my situation. But my sister kept 
going.

“After we broke up, I made him take me 
on a tour of Europe. I said, ‘You owe to 
me for all the months I stuck with you.’”

“You’re just like him,” 
she said. “You have 

your own list.”
She paused dramatically. I figured we 

had reached the end. I tried to see how 
her Grand Tour related to my love life.

“Then I was going through his wallet… ”
A wave broke over my ankles and the 

cold water sent a shiver the length of my 
body. I wondered if she would ever get 
to the point.

“And I found a piece of paper with a 
list of names on it. Girls’ names.”

I kept walking, listening with one ear 
for the part that related to me. After a 
few seconds of silence, I looked up. My 
sister gazed at me meaningfully.

“What?” I said.
“You’re just like him,” she said. “You 

have your own list.”
It turns out her Dutch boyfriend, the 

hot blond with the six-pack abs, had 
once been a geeky teenager. Even in 
his buff 20s he still carried that original 
awkwardness inside him. To keep his 
insecurities at bay, he maintained a list 
of the women who found him attractive. 
The roster acted as a shield against his 
self-doubt.

My sister’s right, of course — I do 
have a list of my own. I take it out in 
dark moments, times when I feel like the 
awkward teenager I once was. I count 
the men on my list and reassure myself 
that I have at least that many options.

On the beach, my sister gave me a 
weighty look.

“Perhaps you’ve outgrown your list,” 
she said.

A gust blew over the water and flat-
tened my hair against my scalp. I looked 
down the beach at the sand kicked up by 
the wind and tried to imagine a future 
without a list of potential boyfriends. 
The thought left me cold. 

My sister stopped walking and we 
both turned around, heading silent-
ly back to the place where we had 
begun. ■

Waiting on wisdom
SANDY DAYS, SALTY NIGHTS

o
martisHENDERSON

sandydays@floridaweekly.com

www.RiverchaseDermatology.com

Same week appointments available.
 SWFL’s Most Comprehensive Skin Center 

Three Fellowship-trained Mohs Surgeons
Dermabeam Non-surgical Radiation Therapy  Camisa Psoriasis Center  Coolsculpting®

Cosmetic and Laser Dermatology   Aesthetic and Plastic Surgery  Spa Blue MD - Medical Spa

A Melanoma Initiative

The ionPass

Proud supporter of 
the Passion Foundation. 

North Naples
239-596-9075

1015 Crosspointe Dr.

Downtown Naples
239-216-4337

261 9th St. S.

 Marco Island 
239-642-3337

950 N. Collier Blvd., #303

Ft. Myers
239-437-8810

7331 Gladiolous Dr.

Cape Coral
239-443-1500

1425 Viscaya Pkwy., #102

See Spot. See Spot
Change.

See Riverchase 
Dermatology.



Open for Public • Lunch Monday-Saturday 11:30am-3:30pm
Dinner Daily 4:00pm-Close

Open Every Holiday Including January 1st
700 Fifth Ave. S., Naples, FL 34102 • (239) 659-7008

DRAMATIC CHANGE AT VERGINA
We Make Food With Passion, For 

Lasting Impressions.

www.VerginaRestaurant.com 

Now taking 
reservations for 
Christmas Eve, 

Christmas Day, New 
Years Eve & 

New Years Day!

NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLY    WEEK OF DECEMBER 22-28, 2011    C3

WINNER
BEST IN  
WOMEN’S  
CLOTHING
7 YEARS IN A ROW 
2004 TO 2010

On the Plaza, 
3rd Street South
Venetian Village, 
Park Shore
Promenade,  
Bonita Bay

Daily: 
10 - 6    
Thursday:  
till 7     
Sunday:  
12 - 5

oldenaplesvet

349 14th Ave. South
Naples, Florida 34102

239.331.3345 
www.OldeNaplesVet.com

Full Service Boutique 
Style Veterinary 

Hospital in the heart
of Historic Olde Naples.

Anne Lozynski, D.V.M

THIRD STREET SOUTH
The Birthplace of  Old Naples

GLORIOUS FOOD, 
GREAT SHOPS 

& GRACEFUL BYWAYS

Glamour & Good Times 
Since the 1930’s

■ How do you describe your art 
form and your style? I am a studio 
and plein air oil painter who strives 
to capture feeling and emotion in 
my art. My preferred medium is oil, 
and I especially love working with 
a palette knife for its immediacy 
and unpredictability. I’m also doing 
some sculpting, thanks to the mar-
velous instruction of Phil Calabro. 
I’ve got a commissioned bronze 
underway now.

My work is primarily representa-
tional, and I am moved by luscious 
color combinations and interesting 
compositions.  I dislike photo-real-
ism, but impressionism absolutely 
lifts my soul. I am continually striv-
ing toward less detail and more impact.

■ Where are you from? I was born in Chi-
cago and grew up in North Carolina.

■ When did you discover your creative 
talents? I’ve been sketching since child-
hood, and my artist-mother and grand-
mother were huge inspirations and teachers 
for me in those early years. I also love to 
read and initially thought I wanted to be a 
journalist, so I majored in English. Then life 
happened. I ended up working in the U.S. 
Congress, then at the Pentagon, where I was 
a speechwriter for Secretaries of Defense 
James Schlesinger and Donald Rumsfeld. 
Following that, I was recruited by the CIA 
as an intelligence officer.

Through all those years, I painted whenever 
I could and entered local shows. Even when 
my work began to sell, I still didn’t think of 
it as a career — until I had a show in Paris 
that sold out. After that, I started to think 
more seriously about it. I turned profes-
sional about 22 years ago. About 15 years 
ago, I began teaching art at Grey Oaks. I also 
do painting workshops in France, Italy and 
throughout the U.S.

■ Where can we see your work? I am 
represented by Sheldon Fine Art on Fifth 
Avenue South and at Catherine Kelleghan 
Gallery in Buckhead in Atlanta.

■ How has living in Naples inspired 
you? The sunny, warm weather has had 
the most impact on me. I find it difficult to 
paint if the skies are gray. In Naples, I awake 
to sunshine and can’t get into my studio fast 
enough… I’ve been fortunate to be encour-
aged by two excellent gallery people here: 
Roger Weatherburn Baker, while I was at his 
Weatherburn Gallery, and now with Cynthia 
Bradford at Sheldon Fine Art.

■ How do you feel that your art contrib-
utes to our community? I do my part to 

contribute to fundraisers and various chari-
ties in the area… I cherish the comments 
from and relationships with people who buy 
my art, many of whom have become friends 
over the years.

■ How do you use technology? I network 
via Facebook with a large number of artists. 
I have several websites and a blog. I also 
market my work online via Fine Art Ameri-
ca. I use computer software to maintain my 
inventory and gallery sales records and for 
my business accounting.

■ Outside of your art, what are you pas-
sionate about? I love to play tennis and 
travel… I just returned from a three-week 
painting trip to California, and I’m jazzed 
by the marvelous colors and textures I saw 
there. I’m also passionate about instructing 
others, either in my private classes or via my 
workshops.

■ What are you reading now? “Captain 
Corelli’s Mandolin,” by Louis de Bernières.

■ What artist would you most like to 
meet? Richard Schmid.  He is one of the 
greatest living artists, and I regret never 
having studied under him.  

■ What is your favorite quotation? “Be 
the change you wish to see in the world.”

■ Any guilty pleasures? Ice cream!

■ Hometown: Naples and Silverthorne, 
Colo.

■ College: East Carolina University

■ Website: www.barrettedwards.com

— Artists Among Us is provided by the 
United Arts Council of Collier County. The 
council promotes all the arts in Collier 
County and provides education in the arts 
for at-risk students. For more information, 
call 263-8242 or visit www.CollierArts.com.

ARTISTS AMONG US
Barrett Edwards
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tury Design” is at the Southwest Florida 
Museum of History in downtown Fort 
Myers through Jan. 14.

Here are five cool things about the 
McMo exhibition.

1. Like some of the buildings high-
lighted in the show she curated, Ms. 
Owens herself is a hidden gem in 
Southwest Florida. Not many locals 
know that clients of her London prac-
tice included Boris Johnson, the current 
mayor of London; the late fashion design 
guru Isabella Blow, whose London home 
Ms. Owens and her business partner 
renovated; and the late designer Alexan-
der McQueen, for whom they designed 
two homes and his central London flag-
ship store. (A recent retrospective of 
Mr. McQueen’s fashions at New York 
City’s Metropolitan Museum of Art was 
the hottest ticket in town, and wound up 
being one of the museum’s Top 10 visited 
shows.)

A licensed professional architect since 
1989, Ms. Owens was the 2010 president 
of the local AIA chapter and in addition 
to the AIA is a member of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects.

Her London practice was named one of 
the 13 Emerging Architectural Practices 
in the U.K. by Architectural Review, and 
in 2006 she won a local AIA Excellence 
in Architecture Award award for Canter-
bury School in Fort Myers, a project she 
worked on with BSSW Architects.

Earlier this month, she received the 
prestigious W.R. Frizzell Medal of Honor 
and, for work on a Captiva Island guest 
house, a Merit Award for Built Architec-
ture – Restorations and Additions, both 
from AIA Florida Southwest. 

2. Mid-Century Modern architects 
thought outside the box. Ms. Owens 
explains it this way: When asked to draw 

a house, most kids will draw a 
square with a triangle on top for 
a roof, then little windows and a 
door smack in the middle. Many 
houses up until the mid-1940s 
looked that way: square, boxy.

But after World War II, 
new technology and materials 
allowed houses to break out of 
the box, literally.

This exhibit includes images 
and information about a round 
church (St. Hilary’s Episcopal Church) 
in Fort Myers, an octagonal house that 
once existed in Naples and the “Cen-
tipede House” that used to exist in the 
Vanderbilt Beach area of Naples (it was 
also called the “Lazy M” house, because 
its outline looked like a capital M that 
couldn’t quite stand up).

The old rules of architecture no longer 
applied, and the result was fresh, exciting 
buildings.

Another example of thinking outside 
the box: The Colonial Boulevard United 
Presbyterian Church, a drive-in house 
of worship built by George Bail in 1965 
in Fort Myers. The church was torn 
down when the Midpoint Bridge was 
constructed.

3. Examples of Mid-Century Mod-
ern can be seen all over Southwest 
Florida. Sure, you have to go to the 
Southwest Florida Museum of History 
to see the exhibit, but after you’ve done 
so, you can walk or drive around and see 
examples of this innovative architectural 
style.

For example, a block or so away from 
the museum on Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. is Fort Myers Fire Station No. 1, 
which was built in 1949.

The Lee County Administration Build-
ing, designed in 1960 by Gundersen Wil-
son Architects, was inspired by Mies 
Van de Rohe’s Seagram Building in New 
York City. According to Ms. Owens, its 
long, shallow floor plan assured natu-

ral cross ventilation, and a “horizontal, 
trellis-like” screen let natural sunlight 
in but also acted as a sunshade. (People 
complained that the building was “too 
modern” and didn’t appreciate its design; 
some thought the architects had forgot-
ten to remove the scaffolding.)

Others complained about the 1965 
design of St. Hilary’s church, saying 
it looked like a cow barn and silo. A 
derisive letter to the minister called it 
“dumb” and “crazy-looking,” and asked 
if they were going to start services by 
saying “How now brown cow” and end 
prayer with “MOO” instead of “Amen.”

The exhibit has examples of Mid-Cen-
tury architecture from Sarasota through 
Fort Myers and Naples all the way south 
to Keewaydin Island. (There’s a sepa-
rate room focusing on the early work of 
Paul Rudolph, who was the godfather of 
the region’s Mid-Century architecture in 
Sarasota. Called the Sarasota School of 
Architecture, the style was very specific 
to the climate of Southwest Florida.)

Other examples in Fort Myers: Bishop 
Verot High School, The Lee County Bank 
drive-in facility, First Harbour Towers and 
the Walker guest house on Sanibel Island.

4. The exhibit isn’t limited to archi-
tecture; it also includes furniture 
design. On display is a variety of furni-
ture designed by Ray and Charles Eames, 
including their popular molded plywood 

EXHIBIT
From page 1

JOSHUA COLT FISHER / COURTESY PHOTOS

The Lee County Administration Building, designed in 1960, is an example of Mid-Century Modern architecture. 

Above and right: Mid-Century 
Modern textures. 

“Mid-Century Modern 
in Southwest Florida”
>> When: Through Jan. 14 (closed Sundays 

and Mondays)
>> Where: The Southwest Florida Museum of 

History, 2031 Jackson St., Fort Myers
>> Cost: $9.50 (seniors 55 and older and 

AAA members, $1 off; students with valid 
IDs, $5)

>> Info: Call 321-7430 or go to www.mcmo-
swfl .com
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www.mwaterfrontgrille.com
239.263.4421 | 41 to Park Shore 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Gift Certifi cates Available.

W A T E R F R O N T 
G R I L L E

from

HOLIDAY SERVICE HOURS
CHRISTMAS EVE

SATURDAY, DEC. 24TH
Lunch Service 11:30 – 3:00 pm

Regular ala Carte menu & kid’s menu 
Dinner Service 4:30 – 9:00 pm

Holiday ala Carte Menu & kid’s menu
Holiday Menu will offer many of our regular 
Dinner menu items & Holiday type features

 

 CHRISTMAS DAY 
SUNDAY, DEC. 25TH
Dinner Service 12:30 – 9:00 pm 

Special “Holiday Ala Carte Menu” Many of our 
regular dinner menu items + Holiday features  

Regular Kid’s menu will be available. 
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE
SATURDAY, DEC. 31ST

Lunch Service 11:30 – 3:00 pm – Regular Menu
Dinner Service: 4:30 – 11:00 pm

From 4:30 pm – 5:45 pm, 
Holiday Ala Carte Menu

From 6:00 – 11:00 Pre Fixe $85.00 pp menu
Pre Fixe Dinner Menu: Four Courses 

$ 85.00 per person excludes tax and gratuity. 
Holiday Ala Carte at BAR only.

 

 NEW YEAR’S DAY
SUNDAY. JAN. 1ST

Regular Brunch Service – 10:30 – 3:00 pm
Regular Dinner Service – 5:00 – 10:00 pm

chairs, a chaise and a lounge chair and 
ottoman. The pair was famous for their 
design innovation not only with furni-
ture, but also with architecture, toys and 
film.

 5. You’ll look at the world dif-
ferently after seeing this exhibit. I 
bet you’ve walked or driven past some 
of these buildings numerous times and 
never even paid attention to them.

“Some of these are small buildings,” says 
Ms. Owens. “People don’t notice them.”

You will now.
As architects, she says, “We create an 

experience. It’s the poetics of being in 
a shelter. It’s not just the room; it’s the 
light, the way you interact with it, the 
way the rooms flow into one another. 
It’s how you experience the building and 
how you use it. That’s what good archi-
tecture does, it lifts your spirit.  ■

 

It takes a village
to build an exhibit

Architect Joyce Owens may have curated 
“Mid-Century Modern in Southwest Florida 
(McMo-SWFL): Learning from Modern: A Cel-
ebration of Mid-Century Design,” but putting the 
exhibit together was “a huge community effort,” 
she says.

“It was more work than I thought it would 
be,” she adds, explaining that she had to design 
the exhibit from scratch, tracking down photo-
graphs, discovering who the architects were, 
when the buildings were made.

The exhibit, co-hosted by the American 
Institute of Architects Florida Southwest and the 
Southwest Florida Museum of History, lists more 
than a dozen architects and almost 50 others 
who helped bring it to fruition.

Everyone had a little piece of information, she 
says. Someone would give her a photograph, 
someone else would tell her a story, another 
person would give her a phone number of 
another contact. Someone else would lend her 
blueprints and drawings.

“Everybody helped with something. It was 
amazing,” she says. “I’d get a little bit here 
and there. I just kept taking notes. Then it got 
bigger and bigger, and people started bringing 
me stuff.

“It was a lot of work, and I loved every single 
minute of it. If I could do it again, I would in a 
heartbeat. I loved it.”

So does the museum, which has requested 
keeping part of the material for its permanent 
exhibit. Ms. Owens wants to display the exhibit 
in Naples next, and is looking for a venue.

— Nancy Stetson

Fort Myers Fire Station No. 1 was built in 
1949. 

Get Your Veuve On!
Naples Best Champagne Happy Hour Every Friday,  

5 pm until Midnight. 
Enjoy specially priced delectable fare and libations.

 $5  Veuve Flutes

 $5  Select Cocktails and Wine

 $5  Select Appetizers

475 Seagate Drive, Naples,  FL 34103     |     (Bar) 239.594.6000     |     naplesgranderesort.com

FEATURING:

Prices subject to change without notice.
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Theater

■ Million Dollar Quartet – At the 
Philharmonic Center for the Arts through 
Dec. 23. 597-1900 or www.ThePhil.org.

■ The Santaland Diaries – By 
Florida Repertory Theatre through Dec. 
31. 332-4488 or www.floridarep.org.

■ Irving Berlin’s White Christ-
mas - By Broadway Palm Dinner The-
atre through Dec. 25. 278-4422 or www.
broadwaypalm.com.

■ A Christmas Survival Guide - 
At Off Broadway Palm Dinner The-
atre through Dec. 25. 278-4422 or www.
broadwaypalm.com. 

Thursday, Dec. 22

■ Chanukah Event – A free Com-
munity Chanukah Celebration starts at 
5:45 p.m. at Mercato, featuring a candle-
lighting ceremony, the Shalom Dancers 
and the Naples Klezmer Revival Band. 
www.facebook.com/mercatonaples.

■ Solstice Movie – See “The Polar 
Express” as part of the winter solstice 
celebration at the Naples Botanical Gar-
den. www.naplesgarden.org or 643-7275.

■ Jazz It Up – Bob Zottola and the 
Expandable Jazz Band perform from 6-9 
p.m. at Fred’s Food, Fun & Spirits. $10 
cover. 2700 Immokalee Road. 431-7928.

Friday, Dec. 23  

■ Holiday Tunes – Take a break from 
shopping and listen to strolling Victo-
rian carolers from 2-4 p.m. at Waterside 
Shops. www.watersideshops.com.

Sunday, Dec. 25

Merry Christmas!

Monday, Dec. 26

■ Annual Luncheon – The Marco 
Island Historical Museum has its Christ-
mas luncheon and annual meeting at 
noon, with entertainment by the Marco 
Island Charter School Jazz Band. 180 S. 
Heathwood Drive.

■ B-I-N-G-O! The doors open at 5:30 
p.m. for a free kosher hot dog dinner, 
and the first Bingo game is called at 
7 p.m. at the Jewish Congregation of 
Marco Island. 991 Winterberry Drive. 
642-0800.

Tuesday, Dec. 27

■ Amazing Acrobatics – Cirque 
Dreams Holidaze takes the stage Dec. 
27-Jan. 1 at the Barbara B. Mann Per-
forming Arts Hall. 481-4849 or www.
bbmannpah.com.

Wednesday, Dec. 28

■ Art on Marco – Art Walk runs 
from 5-8 p.m. at the Artist Colony at 
The Esplanade on Marco Island. Enjoy 
live music, refreshments and, of course, 
art. 775-6345. 

■ Feel the Beat – Blast! takes the 
stage at 8 p.m. at the Philharmonic 
Center for the Arts. 597-1900 or www.
ThePhil.org.

■ All That Jazz – The Naples Phil-
harmonic Jazz Orchestra performs with 
guest Ira Sullivan at 6 and 8:30 p.m. in 
the Daniels Pavilion at the Philharmonic 
Center for the Arts. 597-1900 or www.
ThePhil.org.

■ Open Mic – Fred’s Food, Fun & 
Spirits hosts open mic night for singers, 
songwriters and musicians from 7-10 
p.m. 2700 Immokalee Road. 431-7928.

Coming Up

■ Me and My Girl – At Broadway 
Palm Dinner Theatre Dec. 29-Feb. 11. 
278-4422.  

■ A Funny Pair – Michael Yo and 
Lynne Koplitz perform Dec. 29-Jan. 1 at 
the Off The Hook Comedy Club on 
Marco Island. 389-6900.

■ Immokalee Countdown – Semi-
nole Casino hosts a New Year’s Eve cel-
ebration with live music at the Zig Zag 
Lounge throughout the day. Enjoy a ball 
drop, party favors and complimentary 
drinks from 11:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. (800) 
218-0007.

■ Foreign Film – The Italian Cultural 
Society presents “Malena” at 6:45 p.m. 
Jan. 3 at The Norris Center, 755 Eighth 
Ave. S. $5 donation. www.italiancultur-
alsociety.com. 
 
■ God of Carnage – At the Florida 
Repertory Theatre Jan. 6-22. 332-4488 or 
www.floridarep.org.

■ Go for Baroque – University of 
Miami Research Professor of Music Frank 
Cooper presents “On the Path to Revolu-
tion: Baroque to Classicism” at 2 p.m. Jan. 
4 at the Philharmonic Center for the Arts. 
597-1900 or www.ThePhil.org. 

■ The Gin Game – Kay Francis and 
Tom Milligan present “The Gin Game” 
Jan. 4-6 at The Norris Center. (800) 838-
3006 or www.brownpapertickets.com.

■ Good Company – TheatreZone 
presents Stephen Sondheim’s “Compa-
ny” Jan. 5-15 in the G&L Theatre at Com-
munity School of Naples. (888) 966-3352 
or www.theatrezone-florida.com.

■ Classical Music - The Naples 
Philharmonic Orchestra presents “Pro-
kofiev’s Fifth,” the third program in its 
Classical Series, at 8 p.m. Jan. 5-7 at the 
Philharmonic Center for the Arts. 597-
1900 or visit www.ThePhil.org.

■ Walt Whitman – Written and 
performed by Will Stutts at 8 p.m. Jan. 
6-21 and at 2 p.m. Jan. 15 by Theatre 
Conspiracy at the Alliance for the Arts, 
Fort Myers. 936-3239 or www.theatre-
conspiracy.org.

■ Hyacinth Series – Moorings 
Presbyterian Church presents organ-
ist Nathan Laube on Jan. 6. No tick-
ets; freewill offering. 261-1487 or www.
moorings-presby.org.

■ Young Artists – Bayshore CAPA 
presents the Naples Music Club Young 
Artists on Jan. 6 as part of the Eric 
Kunzel Community Concert Series at 
Edison State College-Collier Campus. 
775-2800 or www.bayshorecapa.org.

■ Downtown Art – The Downtown 
Naples New Year’s Weekend Art Fair 
sponsored by the Naples Art Associa-
tion takes place Jan. 7-8 along Fifth 
Avenue South. www.naplesart.org.  

■ Musical Legend – The Sidney 
and Berne Davis Art Center presents 
Dionne Warwick at 8 p.m. Jan. 7 as the 
singer and activist celebrates her 50th 
year in show business. 2301 First St., 
Fort Myers. $175. 333-1933 or www.sbdac.
com.

■ Pickin’ and Grinnin’ – The 
Acoustic Music Society of Southwest 
Florida presents Pick’n in Paradise from 
2-5 p.m. Jan. 8 at the Bonita Springs/
Estero Elks Lodge. Performers include 
Bill Metts and the Bugtussle Ramblers. 
3231 Coconut Road. www.acousticmu-
sicsociety.org or 248-8906.

■ Pick Your Seat – The Center for 
the Arts of Bonita Springs presents 
“Coco Before Chanel” at 7 p.m. Jan. 9 at 
the Promenade at Bonita Bay. 495-8989 
or www.artcenterbonita.org.

■ Big Band Sounds – The Naples 
Jazz Orchestra performs Count Basie 
tunes at 7 p.m. Jan. 9 at Cambier Park. 
207-8299.

■ Classic Cuckoo – Laboratory 
Theater of Florida presents “One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” at 8 p.m. Jan. 
13-28 at 1634 Woodford Ave., Fort Myers. 
218-0481 or www.laboratorytheaterflor-
ida.com.

■ Neapolitan Opry – “Cluster Pluck-
in’” comes to The Norris Center on Jan. 
14 with The Laws, the Bugtussle Ram-
blers, Scott Ritter & the Bean Pickers, 
the Crying and Screaming Blues Band 
and more. 213-3049.

■ Mamet Play – Gulfshore Play-
house presents David Mamet’s “Race” 
Jan. 27-Feb. 12 at The Norris Center. 261-
7529 or www.gulfshoreplayhouse.org. ■

— Submit calendar listings and 
high-resolution photos to events@flor-
idaweekly.com. E-mail text, jpegs or 
Word documents are accepted. No pdfs 
or photos of flyers. The deadline for 
calendar submissions is noon Sunday. 

WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO

Jason Parrish stars in Florida Repertory Theatre’s production of “The Santaland Diaries” in 
the Studio Theatre, downtown Fort Myers, through Dec. 31. 332-4488 or www.floridarep.org.

“Million Dollar Quartet” takes the stage at the Philharmonic Center for the Arts through Dec. 
23. 597-1900 or www.ThePhil.org.



Suggested $5 donation supports Naples Art Association programing.

Stress less this holiday...
            leave your party to Buca

This Holiday Season, think of Buca when planning office parties or family get-togethers.
Whether you bring them to Buca, or bring Buca to them, we know how to feed a crowd.

MEATBALLSTRESSBALL
HOLIDAY GATHERINGS | GIFT CARDS  |  PARTY PANS TO GO

Perfect for

NAPLES
8860 TAMIAMI TRAIL NORTH
239.596.6662

BUCADIBEPPO.COM

O P E N  C H R I S T M A S  D A Y
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COMING UP AT THE PHIL
■ The Philharmonic Jazz Orchestra 

presents the second concert in this 
season’s “All That Jazz” series at 6 and 
8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 28, in the 
intimate setting of the Daniels Pavil-
ion. Trumpet, flugelhorn, sax and flute 
player Ira Sullivan, an alumnus of Art 
Blakey’s Jazz Messengers, is the guest 
artist joining Glenn Basham, violin and 
harmonica; Lew Del Gatto, tenor saxo-
phone; Jerry Stawski, piano; Mike Har-
vey, drums; Kevin Mauldin, bass; and 
Dan Miller, trumpet.

Tickets start at $39.

■ Blast!,” winner of the 2001 Tony 
Award for Best Special Theatrical Event 
and the 2001 Emmy for Best Choreogra-
phy, comes to the Phil at 8 p.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 28. A celebration of movement 
and music, “Blast!” has surprised and 
delighted critics around the world by 
“bridging the categories of classical, 
blues, jazz, rock ’n’ roll and techno-pop 
music,” according to Bruce McCabe of 
The Boston Globe.

Tickets start at $59 for adults and $36 
for students.

■ Regis and Joy Philbin will per-
form with an 18-piece orchestra at 8 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 29. 

Tickets start at $79.

■ The NPO, led by Jerry Steichen, 
presents “A Rodgers and Hammer-
stein Celebration” at 8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
30. Broadway stars Nat Chandler and 
Teri Dale Hansen will sing and dance 
the songs of the celebrated collaborators 
who transformed the musical genre dur-
ing the Golden Age of Broadway. 

Tickets start at $28.

■ The NPO presents “Prokofiev’s 
Fifth,” the third program in the orches-
tra’s Classical Series, at 8 p.m. Thursday-
Saturday, Jan. 5-7. The Concert Prelude 
begins one hour before each performance.

Jorge Mester will lead the orchestra 
in Bernstein’s Overture to “Candide”; 
Brahms’ final composition for orches-

tra, the Double Concerto for Violin and 
Cello; and Prokofiev’s epic Fifth Sym-
phony. Guest violinist Karen Gomyo 
and guest cellist Christian Poltéra will 
join the orchestra.

Tickets start at $35 for adults and $27 
for students.

■ The Martha Graham Dance 
Company performs at 8 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 10. Always a fertile ground for 
experimentation, the company contin-
ues to foster the groundbreaking vision 
of Martha Graham, whose choreography 

created a new modern 
dance vocabulary. Per-
forming Graham classics 
and more recent works 
inspired by her spirit of 
ingenuity, the compa-
ny presents a uniquely 
American style of dance 
that has influenced gen-
erations of artists and 
continues to captivate 
audiences.

Tickets start at $69.

■ Jazz guitarist and 
singer John Pizzarelli

performs at 8 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 11. 
Mr. Pizzarelli has established himself as 
one of the premier interpreters of the 
Great American Songbook and beyond 
— everything from jazz classics to bossa 
nova. He was the 2009 recipient of the 
Ella Fitzgerald Award, joining a select 
group of past winners including Aretha 
Franklin, Tony Bennett and Harry Con-
nick Jr.

Tickets start at $55.

■ Concert pianist Jodie DeSalvo
presents “Shopping List! – Or Chopin 
Liszt!,” the first program in her piano 
music series in the Lifelong Learning 
program, at 7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 9. 

Tickets to the first in the series are 
$42. The series, which can be purchased 
for $160, includes additional perfor-
mances with Jodie DeSalvo as follows: 
Feb. 6 – “Jodie and Glenn,” featuring 
NPO Concertmaster Glenn Basham; 
Feb. 27 – “A Tribute to Victor Borge”; 
and March 21 – “Around the World in 80 
Minutes!”

■ Grammy Award-winning jazz sing-
er and pianist Diana Krall will perform 
at 6 and 9 p.m. Monday, Jan. 30 (her per-
formance on Feb. 12 has been canceled).

Tickets start at $119. ■

— The Philharmonic Center for the 
Arts is at 5833 Pelican Bay Blvd., Naples. 
For more information or to order tickets, 
call 597-1900 or visit www.thephil.org.



Dr. Dean Lin 
Neurosurgeon

Estelle Lizotte
Neurology Patient

Excellence in Neurosciences:
- Gulf Coast Medical Center has earned 

the American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association “Get With 
the Guidelines” Stroke Gold Plus Award.

- Only dedicated ALS (Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease) Clinic between Tampa and 
Miami, serving the 10-county area of 
Southwest Florida

Caring people, caring for people.
www.LeeMemorial.org

A umor Dominated My Life...
Now, I'm in Control

When avid golfer Estelle Lizotte began having 
unexplained seizures, she knew something was 

wrong. When Lee Memorial Health System neurosurgeon 
Dean Lin, M.D. discovered a brain tumor, Estelle’s life 
changed—for the better.

Dr. Lin successfully removed the tumor, restoring Estelle’s 
body, and peace of mind. To read more of Estelle’s story 
go to www.LeeMemorial.org/caring 
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Real. Italian.

I’m the perfect gift...

     -Angelina

24041 S. Tamiami Trail, Bonita Springs | 239.390.3187 
www.angelinasofbonitasprings.com

Follow me on Twitter @AngelinasBonita

Purchase $500 or more in gift cards, receive 
15% in bonus gift cards.

Th e 12 Days of Christmas 
Celebration Continues...
December 21
Free dessert with every meal
December 22
BOGO beer and wine by the glass 
served in the lounge
December 23 & 24
Complimentary miniature rum cake  
 
Truffl  es are here!

TheatreZone starts the New Year
in good ‘Company’ with Sondheim’s

musical comedy about marriage
TheatreZone’s production of 

“Company,” Stephen Sondheim’s 
musical masterpiece about New York 
marriages, opens Thursday, Jan. 5, at 
the G&L Theatre at the Community 
School of Naples.

The plot revolves around Robert, 
a native New Yorker bachelor unable 
to commit fully to a steady relation-
ship, let alone marriage, five couples 
(including one about to get mar-
ried and one getting divorced) who 
are his best friends, and his three 
girlfriends, April (the stewardess), 
Kathy (the girl who’s going to marry 
someone else) and Marta (the “pecu-
liar” one). In scene after hilarious 
scene, the audience is introduced 
to “those good and crazy people” as 
Robert weighs the pros and cons of 
married life.

TheatreZone Artistic Director 
Mark Danni says “Company” is the 
first of a series of seven collabora-
tions between Mr. Sondheim and 
director/producer Harold Prince. 
“Together they built a reputation for 
works that challenged audiences and 
redefined what a Broadway musical 
could be,” he says, adding the origi-
nal production was nominated for a 
record-setting 14 Tony Awards and 
won six, including Best Musical.

The show was “a revolutionary 
musical, substituting relationships 
for plot,” Mr. Danni says, adding, 
“Robert’s emotional development is 
traced in music rather than text.”

The score was written almost 
perpendicularly to the collection of 
George Furth plays on which it was 

based, with characters reflecting on 
scenes they are not in, or stepping 
outside of the situation to comment 
on themselves, on love, on marriage, 
on commitment. The marriages in 
each scene are deliberately distorted 
as viewed through Robert’s eyes.

Unlike most book musicals, which 
follow a clearly delineated plot, 
“Company” is composed of a series 
of vignettes, presented in no particu-
lar chronological order and linked 
by a celebration for Robert’s 45th 
birthday.

“The clashing sounds and pulsing 
rhythms of New York City under-
score this landmark ‘concept’ show, 
considered by many to have inau-
gurated the modern era of musi-
cal theatre. Nothing like previous 
musical comedy heroes, Robert is 
utterly ambivalent about love and 
completely averse to commitment,” 
Mr. Danni says.

TheatreZone seventh season con-
tinues with “Little Women” starring 
Tony-award winning actress Donna 
McKechnie (March 8-18) and con-
cludes with “The Boyfriend” (May 
3-13, 2012). ■

“Company,” by TheatreZone
>> When: Jan. 5-15
>> Where: The G&L Theatre at Community 
 School of Naples
>> Tickets: $43-$48
>> Info: (888) 966-3352 or 
 www.theatrezone-fl orida.com.

PUZZLE ANSWERS



Buy $50 in
gift cards
and get a

$5 gift card

Offer good through Dec. 31, 2011 at these
Jason’s Deli restaurants. Free $5 gift card
to be used toward a future purchase.

Purchase $50. Pocket $5.

Al
lt
he

Be
st!

FREE!Fort Myers • Reflection Pkwy.@ Cypress Lake
Naples • Immokalee @ Airport
Cape Coral • Santa Barbara near Veterans
Port Charlotte • US Hwy. 41 & 776
jasonsdeli.com
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Exclusive Designs | Handcraft ed Truffl  es

Chocolate Rudolph Christmas Gift Box 

■ SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) You’ll have many fine 
opportunities in this New Year. But be 
warned: Reject offers of “help.” You 
work best when you’re free to be your 
own creative self.

■ CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) The New Year offers chang-
es that you might feel you’re not quite 
ready for. Best advice: Deal with them 
one step at a time, until you’ve built up 
your self-confidence.

■ AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) Travel is a dominant aspect of 
the New Year. This could mean relocat-
ing to another city (or even another 
country) in connection with your edu-
cation or your career.

■ PISCES (February 19 to March 
20) This New Year brings news about 
a change you’ve been anticipating. You 
might have a problem persuading a 
loved one about your new plans, but he 
or she will soon go along with them.

■ ARIES (March 21 to April 19) The 
New Year brings challenges that can 
change many things in your life. You 
need to be prepared not only to con-
front them, but also to deal with what 
happens afterward.

■ TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) You 
have what it takes to set your goals quite a 
bit higher this year. Learn what you need 
to know and put what you learn into your 
efforts. A partner offers loving support.

■ GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) In 
true Gemini Twin fashion, you’re con-

flicted about a decision you know you’ll 
have to make in this New Year. Best 
advice: Get the facts before you make 
any commitment.

■ CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A 
friend offers you an exciting opportuni-
ty for the New Year. Although your posi-
tive aspects are strong in most respects, 
caution is advised. Investigate before 
you invest.

■ LEO (July 23 to August 22) You can 
make this New Year a roaring success. 
Start by readjusting your goals to reflect 
the changes in the economy. Your den-
mate offers both wise and loving support.

■ VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) The New Year brings new oppor-
tunities for change. But you need to be 
ready to move from the comfortable 
status quo to the challenging unknown. 
It’s up to you.

■ LIBRA (September 23 to October 
22) Your most important New Year’s 
resolution should be to work out prob-
lems with a family member in order to 
avoid continued misunderstandings. Do 
it soon, for both of your sakes.

■ SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) The New Year has much to offer 
the intensely determined Scorpian, who 
isn’t afraid to take on challenges and 
stay with them until they surrender 
their rewards.

■ BORN THIS WEEK: You have 
a gift for making people feel safe and 
protected. You would make an excellent 
youth counselor. ■

 SEE ANSWERS, C9 SEE ANSWERS, C9 ©2011 King Features Synd., Inc. World rights reserved.©2011 King Features Synd., Inc. World rights reserved.

FLORIDA WEEKLY PUZZLES
HOROSCOPESGIFT RAP

By Linda Thistle

★ ★
Place a number in the empty 

boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down 

and each small 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers 

from one to nine.

Sponsored By:

★ Moderate    ★ ★ Challenging
★ ★ ★ Expert

Puzzle Difficulty this week: 
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 DecantedWines.com
1410 Pine Ridge Rd., Suite 21

Naples, Florida 34108
239.434.1814

HOLIDAY
SAVINGS! 

POUR
ON THE

FOR $100
A CASE

OF WINE

Now through Dec. 31. 
Fill with your choice 

of red, white and 
champagne.

Pour your heart out and save!

Wine lovers rejoice! 
   Whether you are 

   stocking up for a 
holiday party or 

pampering the 
wine lover on 

     your gift  list, 
      you can’t   
         beat this
           deal!

Now –  Dec. 24
Purchase In-Store and Online

NEW DEALS 
ANNOUNCED DAILY

★★1/2

Is it worth $10? Yes
Sherlock Holmes is a great detec-

tive, adept at solving unsolvable cases 
with extreme intelligence and a mas-
tery of disguise. So it’s a bit of a mys-
tery why “Sherlock Holmes: A Game of 
Shadows” allows him to almost imme-
diately identify the bad guy. Eschew-
ing the whodunit formula 
isn’t necessarily a mistake, 
but Holmes in a game of 
cat-and-mouse is not what 
we’ve come to expect.

Those who know Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
source novels, however, are 
familiar with Holmes’ arch-
enemy Professor Moriarty, 
and it’s not long before we 
see the two match wits.

It’s 1891 in London, and 
as usual, Holmes (Robert 
Downey Jr.) has help from 
Dr. Watson (Jude Law), 
who doesn’t want to be 
involved because he just 
got married. They team up 
with a gypsy fortunetell-
er named Simza (Noomi 
Rapace, from the Swedish 
“The Girl with the Dragon 
Tattoo” movie) and try to 
stop Moriarty (Jared Har-
ris) from starting a world 
war.

Whereas the 2009 origi-
nal didn’t fill us in on plot 
points until Holmes was 
good and ready, this time 
director Guy Ritchie and 
screenwriters Michele and 
Kieran Mulroney keep us in the know 
about key elements. The story gets off 
to a slow start, however, and it takes far 
too long before we know what Moriarty 
is really trying to do.

That said, once Holmes and Mori-
arty start outfoxing one another — both 
guess wrong and guess right on various 
occasions — the film reaches a level of 
intrigue not often found in mainstream 
cinema. There’s never a question of if 
Moriarty is the villain, it’s always just 
about how Holmes will catch him. Fun 
stuff.

Downey is solid but not spectacular 
as Holmes, though his frequent disguis-
es get silly after a while. His chemistry 

with Law is affably pleasant once again, 
but the two new additions, Rapace and 
Harris, fall a bit short. Rapace is given 
little to do as a female sidekick, and you 
can’t help but think Harris should be 
hammin’ it up and having a bit more fun. 

Story and acting problems aside, one 
thing “Game of Shadows” does have 
is flair. If nothing else, Ritchie is a 
renowned stylist whose action is often 
better than his narratives, and his use of 
slow motion and fast motion is second 
to none. In particular, note the scene 
in which Holmes, Watson and Simza 
escape an army by running through the 
woods, and how the slow motion holds 
us in suspense as chaos ensues. Good 
action and editing make the sequence a 

real treat.
“Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shad-

ows” is a reasonably enjoyable lark 
that’ll keep you entertained and guess-
ing throughout, even if it runs long at 
129 minutes.

Will there be a third “Holmes” movie? 
Let’s just say you don’t have to be Sher-
lock Holmes to figure that out. ■

The Sitter ★
(Jonah Hill, Ari Graynor, Sam Rock-

well) A college dropout (Hill) babysits 
three weird kids so his mother can go to a 
party. Unfortunately, his pseudo-girlfriend 
(Graynor) coaxes him into bringing the 
kids into New York City, where predict-
able chaos ensues. It’s not funny, but it 
is hideously stupid and misguided. Plus, 
“Adventures in Babysitting” already did this 
perfectly. Rated R.

New Year’s Eve ★★★
(Hilary Swank, Halle Berry, Ashton 

Kutcher) The lives and loves of New York-
ers intertwine in this sweet story that 

nicely embraces the spirit of the holiday. 
It’s not very funny, but the characters are 
well rounded and it is entertaining. Best of 
all, though, it will be loved by those who 
love New Year’s. PG-13.

Hugo ★★★
(Asa Butterfield, Chloe Grace Moretz, 

Ben Kingsley) In 1930s Paris, young Hugo 
(Butterfield) searches for the heart-shaped 
key that will unlock a secret message from 
his late father (Jude Law). Director Martin 
Scorsese’s love letter to the early days of 
cinema sputters at times but is very impres-
sive visually — including the 3D — and has 
a nice heart at its core. Rated PG.

LATEST FILMS
‘Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows’

CAPSULES

>> Brad Pitt, Gary Oldman, Daniel Day-Lewis, 
Sean Penn and Javier Bardem were considered to 
play Professor Moriarty.

w
b
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danHUDAK
www.hudakonhollywood.com
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True Neapolitan Pizza and Authentic Italian Food

www.rosedalepizza.com • 239-325-9653
1427 Pine Ridge Road, #105, Naples

Experience the Difference Good Taste Makes.

Mon-Thurs 11:30am-9:00pm • Fri-Sat 11:30am-10:00pm
Sunday 12:00pm-9:00pm

$5 OFF with Purchase 
of $25 or More.

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

Register Today at 
shulasbourbontasting.eventbrite.com or 

Call Jeff at 239-659-3176

Wednesday, December 28th

Sample 5 different bourbon’s from around the world paired 
with complimentary hor d’oeuvres by Chef Caesar. 

Bourbon’s Tastings From:  

Berkshire Mountain Distillery 
 

All Guests Can Register to Win a Trip to Aruba and 
A Dinner For Two!

BOURBON 
TASTING

Signature Drink 

Manhattan with Buffalo 

Trace Announcing the chefs and vintners
for 2012  SWF Wine & Food Fest

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

The lineup of chefs and vintners for 
the 2012 Southwest Florida Wine & Food 
Fest includes some of 
Southwest Florida’s fin-
est chefs along with 10 
wineries and four wine 
distributors. The festival 
consists of chef/vintner 
dinners at private homes 
throughout Lee and Col-
lier counties on Friday, 
Feb. 24, and a grand tast-
ing and auction at Miro-
mar Lakes Beach Club on 
Saturday, Feb. 25. Proceeds will benefit 
Southwest Florida children’s charities.

Friday evening’s chefs are:
Jason Grasty from Roy’s in Naples and 

Bonita Springs; Alex Castro, Larkin’s on 
the River, Greenville, S.C.; Lysielle Cariot, 
Bleu Provence, Naples; Fabrizio Aielli, Sea 
Salt, Naples; Norman Love, Norman Love 
Confections; Andy Hunter, Bay House, 
Naples; Marbin Avilez, Bayfront Bistro, 
Naples; Gloria Cabral-Jordan, La Trattoria 
Café Napoli, Fort Myers; and David Cod-
ney, The Ritz-Carlton, Naples.

Saturday’s grand tasting chefs include: 
Harold Balink, Cru, Fort Myers; Marc-Jean 
and Trish Berruet, L’Etoile, Naples; Tani-
sha Samuels, Ada’s, Fort Myers; Caroline 
Hostettler, Quality Cheese, Fort Myers; 
Ryan Kida, Yabo, Fort Myers; The Execu-
tive Chef at Miromar Lakes; Michael Ragu-
sa, Shoals, Fort Myers Beach; Andreas 
Singer, The Hyatt Regency Coconut Point; 
Eric Truglas, Lush French Bakery, Fort 
Myers and Naples; Greg Scarlatos, Ange-

lina’s, Bonita Springs; Billy Mak, Blu Sushi, 
Fort Myers and Naples; Christian Vivet, 
Blue Windows French Bistro, Fort Myers; 
and, Tao Diaz, Sunshine Grille, Fort Myers. 

Participating in the grand 
tasting in addition to the 
Friday dinners are: Chefs 
Avilez, Grasty and Reid and 
chocolatier Mr. Love.

The 2012 featured win-
eries are: Benovia Winery, 
Fisher Vineyards, Tablas 
Creek, V Madrone, Hall 
Napa Valley Winery, Turn-
bull Wine Cellars, Husic 
Vineyards, Banfi Vintners 

and Myriad Cellars & Quivet.
 

Sponsors and beneficiaries
Northern Trust Bank is the title spon-

sor of the 2012 Wine & Food Fest. Along 
with Miromar Lakes Beach Club, Nor-
man Love Confections, Angelina’s Ris-
torante and Palm Printing and Strategic 
Solutions, other supporters include News-
Press Media Group, Gulfshore Media and 
Florida Weekly.

The festival is a signature event of 
SWFL Children’s Charities, a nonprofit 
organization that provides funding to local 
charities serving local children. The Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Southwest Florida is 
this year’s beneficiary; secondary benefi-
ciaries are the pediatric nursing program 
at Edison State College and the music 
therapy program at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

For tickets or more information about 
the festival, call 278-3900 or visit www.
swflwinefest.org. ■

10% OFF
Entire Bill

18% gratuity added before discount. One coupon 
per table. Good for party up to 10 people. Cannot be 
combined with other offer. Valid through 12/22/11. 
Not valid Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Year’s 

Eve or New Year’s Day.

Chef owned with 35 years experience.

Dine In/Take Out/Catering

OPEN ON: Christmas Eve & Christmas Day
OPEN ON: New Year's Eve & New Year's Day

Accepting Reservations Now!

Premier

of Naples & Spa
SkinCare

www.premierskincareofnaplesandspa.com

West side of Tamiami Trail, 2 blocks South of Pine Ridge

All facial are 

combined with the 
PREMIER  

“DEAD SEA” 
products

 
until Dec 31

BOTOX
$12 per unit

Board Certifi ed Plastic Surgeon
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Open 7 Days
2500 Vanderbilt Beach Road Suite 1100, 

Intersection of Airport Rd. in Naples Walk Plaza, Southeast Corner

For a reservation please call (239) 596-5600    
LatitudeNaples.com

8:30pm-2am 
5 Course Deluxe Menu with 
1 Glass of Sparkling Wine 

Live Entertainment and Dancing 
with Joe Johnson

$99 Per Person 
(Excludes Taxes and Gratuity) 

The Naples Winter Wine Festival
There’s a lot more than vino on the auction block  

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

Auction lots of trips and treasures com-
prise one-of-a-kind offerings designed to 
get Naples Winter Wine Festival guests 
bidding high and often to benefit under-
privileged and at-risk children. Up for 
bid at the Jan. 28 event are packages that 
include a custom-crafted 2012 Mercedes 
SLS AMG Roadster; a trip around the 
world in a private jet; attendance at Elton 
John’s “White Tie & Tiara Ball” in Old 
Windsor, England; a meet-and-greet with 
Oscar de la Renta and tickets to his New 
York runway presentation; a walk-on role 
on the Emmy Award-winning TV series 
“The Good Wife;” attendance at Tif-
fany & Co.’s 175th anniversary gala with a 
$50,000 shopping spree; and a golf trip in 
Ireland that includes golfing and dining 
with Darren Clarke, the 2011 British Open 
Champion. 

Wine lots for the 2012 festival include 
rare collections, large-format bottles 
unavailable elsewhere and private win-
ery experiences with renowned vintners.

All auction proceeds benefit children 
in need through the Naples Children 
& Education Foundation, the festival’s 
founding organization. Following are 
highlights of several packages. Com-
plete lot descriptions are posted at www.
napleswinefestival.com.

■ Lot 28, Portrait of Imola Grey
The silver metallic, custom-crafted 

2012 Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG Roadster 
is the first-ever car designed and devel-
oped from the ground up by Mercedes-
AMG, the company’s high-performance 
brand. With the right bid, the winner will 

zip past scores of envious buyers who 
ordered their Roadster almost two years 
ago. 

■  Lot 37, The Famous Blue Box 
Opens a Week of Wonders

Two couples will spend five nights in 
New York City during Tiffany & Co.’s 
175th anniversary celebration and the 
debut of the 2012-2013 Blue Book Collec-
tion. Package includes one $25,000 Tif-
fany gift certificate per couple and atten-
dance at a Tiffany gala of 400 top clients 
and celebrities, with entertainment by a 
top-secret, award-winning performer.

■ Lot 51, A Charity Ball, a Tennis 
Ball and Sparkly Souvenirs

This package comes with private car 
service and access for two couples to 
Elton John’s “White Tie & Tiara Ball” at 
his Old Windsor estate outside London. 
Also included are three nights at Clar-
idge’s; Center Court tickets at Wimble-
don with access to the Great Gatsby Club 
VIP Package; and a private champagne 
preview of Chopard’s Red Carpet Collec-
tion at its new Bond Street London store, 
with jewels to take home.

■ Lot 65, Suit Yourselves, Guys… 
The Girls Get Diamonds

Four couples will have the Italian expe-
rience of a lifetime, starting with business 
class airfare from New York to Milan. In 
Milan, winners stay four nights at the Bul-
gari Hotel. Four women will take home a 
Bulgari watch, and four men will get 
custom-tailored suit from St. Andrews. 
Winners will then choose between a 
week in Lake Como or Sardinia.

■ Lot 12, You’ll Flit, You’ll Float, 
You’ll Fleetly Flee, You’ll Fly

Buckle up for a 22-day around-the-world 
trip for two on a luxury jet that travels to 
China, Mongolia, Cambodia, Nepal, Azer-
baijan, Russia and France. The winners 
stay at five-star hotels and enjoy intimate 
tours, gala evenings, special entertainment, 
dining at top restaurants and the services 
of a tour manager.

About the festival
Bob Clifford, who co-chairs the festival 

with his wife, Joan, says the search for auc-
tion items spanned 18 months and involved 
dozens of donors as well as sponsors such 
as Betty Maclean Travel, whose staff has 
organized travel itineraries for many auc-
tion lots since 2001, and NetJets, which is 
supplying private air travel for several lots.

NCEF has raised more than $94.5 mil-
lion at the Naples Winter Wine Festival 
since 2001 to create and expand charitable 
programs serving underprivileged and at-

risk children in Collier County.
Festival tickets are $8,500 per couple or 

$20,000 for reserved seating at the same 
vintner dinner for two couples. For more 
information, call (888) 837-4919 or visit 
www.napleswinefestival.com. ■

Lot 31 includes a meet-and-greet with Oscar de la 
Renta and tickets to his New York runway presen-
tation along with a tropical getaway via private jet. 

Winners of lot 37 will attend the Tiffany & Co. 
175th anniversary gala in New York City.

Golfing and dining with Darren Clarke, the 2011 
British Open champion, is one element of lot 47. 

VERGINA RESTAURANT

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY 
OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE AND DAY 
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If you love the arts, there’s no bet-
ter way to usher out the old year and 
welcome in the new than attending a 
show.

Some venues close for the end-of-
year holiday, but plenty remain open, 
so you can celebrate New Year’s Eve 
with everything from classical music 
to theater to the visual arts.

From Naples to Port Charlotte, 
there’s something for every taste.

Here’s a list of what’s happening on 
Saturday, Dec. 31:

 
■ “Winter Wonderettes”

The Herb Strauss Theatre, Sanibel
“Winter Wonderettes” is a light-

hearted holiday show about a girl 
group, the Marvelous Wonderettes, 
who are asked to put on a holiday show 
at Harper’s Hardware store. A goofy, 
fluffy musical comedy set in 1968, it 
includes holiday pop songs such as 
“Jingle Bell Rock,” “Run, Run Rudolph” 
and “Rocking’ Around the Christmas 
Tree,” delivered with that 60s girl group 
groove.

The New Year’s Eve show begins at 
9 p.m. with hors d’oeuvres, champagne, 
appetizers and snacks. Attendees can 
ring in the New Year with actors after 
the show.

Tickets are $75 ($20 for ages 17 and 
younger.)

Call 472-6862.

■ “The Santaland Diaries”
The Studio Theatre at Florida
Repertory Theatre, Fort Myers
If you harbor a skewed view of the 

whole holiday season, or are pretty 
sure you’ll be feeling jaded about it 
all by New Year’s Eve, “The Santaland 
Diaries” at Florida Repertory Theatre’s 
Studio Theatre might be the perfect 
way to celebrate. Based on David Sedar-
is’ snarky essay about being an elf at 
Macy’s, this one-man show, starring 
Jason Parrish, has become an annual 
tradition at Florida Rep.

There are two performances on New 
Year’s Eve, and 2 and 8 p.m. Tickets are 
$25.

Call 332-4488.
 

■ “Cirque Dreams Holidaze”
The Barbara B. Mann Performing
Arts Hall, Fort Myers
Blend European-style cir-

cus with the holidays, and 
you get “Cirque Dreams Hol-
idaze,” in which ornaments 
on a Christmas tree are 
brought to life by an interna-
tional cast of acrobats, con-
tortionists, strongmen and 
tightrope walkers. This show 
promises gingerbread men 
flipping in mid-air and toy 
soldiers marching on thin 
wires.

Performances of “Cirque 
Dreams Holidaze” (which 
is not related to Cirque du 
Soleil) are 2 and 8 p.m. New 
Year’s Eve and 1 and 6:30 
p.m. New Year’s Day, Sunday, 
Jan. 1.

Tickets are $59, $44, $34 
and $12.

Call 481-4849.
 

■ “Me and My Girl”
Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre, Fort 

Myers
Take in this 1937 musical that features 

“The Lambeth Walk,” and celebrate 
with a meal before the show begins. 
The story revolves around Bill Snibson, 
a cockney ne’r-do-well from Lambeth, 
who discovers he’s the heir to the Earl 
of Hareford. In order to receive his 
inheritance, however, he has to trans-
form into a proper gentleman.

The night begins at 6:30 p.m. with live 
music and hors d’oeuvres in the lobby, 
and shrimp cocktail and an upscale buf-
fet at 7 p.m. The show begins at 9 p.m., 

with noisemakers, hats, champagne and 
a countdown at midnight.

This annual event is so popular it was 
close to being sold out at press time. 
Tickets are $100.

Call 278-4422.

■ Coconut Point New Year’s 
Eve Weekend Art Festival

Coconut Point, Estero
The Coconut Point New Year’s Eve 

Weekend Art Festival explains it all 
with its name. It takes place Saturday, 
Dec. 31, and Sunday, Jan. 1, at Coco-
nut Point in Estero. Approximately 200 
artists will exhibit and sell paintings 
and photography, jewelry, sculpture and 
more. Prices start at $25 for hand-made 
earrings and go as high as $50,000 for a 
metal sculpture.

The festival runs from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. both days. Admission is free.

Call (561) 746-6615.

■ “The Phantoms at the Phil!”
The Philharmonic Center for the 

Arts, Naples
This show features three veteran ten-

ors who starred in Broadway’s “The 
Phantom of the Opera”: Ron Bohmer, 
Kevin Gray and Ted Keegan. Joining 
them will be three of “Phantom’s” lead-
ing ladies: Terri Bibb, Karen Culliver 
and Mary D’Arcy. This sextet will per-
form selections from “Miss Saigon,” 
“Les Miserables” and, of course, “The 

Phantom of the Opera,” accompanied 
by the Naples Philharmonic Orchestra, 
with Ron Spigelman conducting.

The New Year’s Eve Gala begins at 
7 p.m. with hors d’oeuvres and cham-
pagne reception preceding show time 
at 8 p.m. Tickets are $150, $129 and $119.

Call 597-1900.
 

■  “NYE: Shaken, Not Stirred”
Cultural Center Theatre, Port            

Charlotte
Turning Leaf Productions presents 

its annual New Year’s Eve show that 
showcases five professional vocalists: 
Brenna Yeary, Judy Alexander, Dennis 
Hall and the husband-and-wife team 
of Valerie Sneade and Edward Loder. 
Backed by a four-piece band, the quin-
tet will perform music of Neil Dia-
mond, Patsy Cline, The Drifters, Jimmy 
Buffett, Bill Haley and the Comets, 
Elvis, Aretha Franklin and more.

Performances are at 7 and 9:15 p.m. 
Tickets are $17.

Call (941) 206-5323.
And, this year, a traditional New 

Year’s event occurs right after New 
Year’s Eve:

■ “Salute to Vienna: New Year Con-
cert 2012”

The Barbara B. Mann Performing 
Arts Hall, Fort Myers

Welcome the New Year with the 
Strauss Symphony Orchestra of 

America. With Peter Som-
merer, the orchestra will per-
form at the Barbara B. Mann 
Performing Arts Hall in Fort 
Myers at 8 p.m. Monday, Jan. 2.

The program features 
soprano Monika Fischl and 
tenor Daniel Vadasz, both 
from Budapest, as well as 
dancers from Ballet St. Pol-
ten, Austria and the Inter-
national Champion Ballroom 
Dancers.

Tickets are $69, $64, $59 and 
$49. 

Call 481-4849.
It’s almost Christmas, which 

means New Year’s Eve will be 
here before you know it. So 
decide where you’d like to be, 
pick up the phone, and make 
your reservation to ring in the 
New Year by celebrating with 

the arts. ■

Have an artful New Year’s Eve
BY NANCY STETSON
nstetson@fl oridaweekly.com

COURTESY PHOTO

Enjoy a “Salute to Vienna: New Year Concert 2012” on Jan. 2 at the Barbara B. Mann hall in Fort Myers.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above: “Me and My Girl” is at the Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre in Fort Myers. Left: “The 
Phantoms at the Phil” is in Naples at the Philharmonic Center for the Arts.
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Fireworks for all
In Naples: Beginning around 7:30 p.m. 

at the Naples Pier. Free.

New Year’s Eve on Third Street 
South

All along Third Street S.
434-6533; www.thirdstreetsouth.com
6:30-9:30 p.m.; free
Celebrate the New Year with an eve-

ning of music and snow. 

Burn by Rocky Patel
9110 Strada Place
653-9013
Enjoy a champagne toast at midnight 

and tunes by DJ Traveis Mac until 5 a.m. 
Limited tables and standing room tick-
ets available at press time.

AZN Asian Cuisine
Mercato
593-8818; www.aznrestraunt.com
9 p.m.-1 a.m.
Live entertainment by Bill Colletti 

and your choice of two menus ($50 or 
$100 pe person). 

  
Blue Martini

Mercato
591-2583; www.bluemartinilounge.com 
New Years Eve table reservations are 

sold out; general admission tickets for 
$40 per person do not guarantee seat-
ing. 

Captain Brien’s Off the Hook 
Comedy Club

599 S. Collier Blvd.
Marco Island
389-6900; www.captbriens.com
New Year’s Eve dinner and show 

with headliners Michael Yo from “The 
Chelsea Lately Show” and Lynne Koplitz 
from “Comedy Central.” 6:30 p.m., $65 
per person; 9 p.m., $90. Includes dinner 
and show, with champagne toast at the 
late show.

Cruise Naples
Tin City 
263-4949; www.CruiseNaplesFlorida.

com
Fireworks cruise sets sail aboard the 

Double Sunshine at 6:30 p.m. $65 for 
adults, $55 for ages 12 and under. 

The English Pub
5047 Tamiami Trail E.
775-3727; www.naplesenglishpub.com
9 p.m.-3 a.m.
All-you-can-eat prime rib and seafood 

buffet, plus George Orr and His World 
Famous Hot Rod Show. $29.95 and 
$49.95.

Erin’s Isle 
6190 Collier Blvd.
774-1880
4:30-6:15 p.m., early celebration with 

regular menu and $10 per person cover 
charge for party favors, entertainment 
and a split of Champagne

8 p.m. and after, $15 cover charge to 
order from a special menu and enjoy a 
split of champagne and live music.

Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse
8595 U.S. 41 N.
598-2424; www.flemingssteakhouse.

com
Thursday, Dec. 29, through Saturday, 

Dec. 31, enjoy Moët & Chandon Impéri-
al Champagne and a choice of three 
entrées: filet mignon and prawns, prime 
ribeye steak and king crab or lobster 
and lobster. 

Fred’s Food, Fun & Spirits
2700 Immokalee Road

431-7928
9 p.m.-1 a.m., Rock ’n’ Roll New Year’s 

Eve with live music by Cary Vhugen 
and The Ex-Bachelors. $20 per person 
includes two appetizers and champagne 
toast.

The Inn on Fifth
Fifth Avenue South
(888) 403-8778; www.innonfifth.com
The inn’s New Year’s package 

includes a two-night stay, a bottle of 

bubbly, a reserved table to enjoy the 
entertainment and dancing in Sugden 
Plaza on New Year’s Eve, and breakfast 
for two on New Year’s Day. $638 for two 
guests.

The Jolly Cricket
720 Fifth Ave.S.
304-9460
5:30 and 8:30 p.m. seatings for a pre 

fixe menu.

Latitude 
2500 Vanderbilt Beach Road
596-5600; www.latitudenaples.com
8:30 p.m.-2 a.m.. five-course menu 

with one glass of sparkling wine and 
live entertainment and dancing with Joe 
Johnson ($99 per person). Call for res-
ervations.

The Little Bar & Restaurant
205 Harbor Place, Goodland
Marco Island
394-5663; www.littlebarrestaurant.com
6 p.m., live entertainment with 

Michael Ward and the Raiford Starke 
Band. Regular menu and a champagne 
toast at midnight.

Loft 59 Night Club
2059 Tamiami Trail East
331-2530; www.loft59nightclub.com
9 p.m.-5 a.m. 
The New Year’s Eve Masquerade Ball 

includes a complimentary champagne 
toast. $20 general admission, $60 per 
person or $100 per couple for open bar. 
For VIP reservations, contact Jessica 
Stanchfield at (216) 272-3552 or Jessi-

cas@loft59nightclub.com

M Waterfront Grille
The Village on Venetian Bay
263-4421; www.mwaterfrontgrille.com
8 p.m.-midnight, live jazz
4:30-5:45 p.m., holiday ala carte menu 
6-11 p.m., prix fixe menu with four 

courses for $85 per person.

The Marco Princess
Marco River Marina

642-5415; www.themarcoprincess.com
Choose from a New Year’s Eve buf-

fet lunch ($33.95), sunset cocktail cruise 
($48.95) or late-night dinner cruise 
($145).

The Naples Grande Beach 
Resort

475 Seagate Drive
254-5600; www.naplesgranderesort.

com
Beginning at 8:30 p.m., New Year’s 

Eve dinner in the Royal Palm Ballroom, 
$125 per person. 

The Naples Princess
550 Port O Call Way
649-2275; www.naplesprincesscruises.

com
Several cruises on New Year’s Eve 

featuring a gala celebration with an 
open bar, hors d’oeuvres and dinner, 
dancing to live entertainment, party 
favors and a champagne toast at mid-
night.

Noodles Italian Café & 
Sushi Bar

1585 Pine Ridge Road
592-0050; www.noodlescafe.com
Special dinner items with a cham-

pagne toast. DJ starst at 10 p.m.

Porky’s Last Stand
701 Bald Eagle Drive
Marco Island
394-8727; www.porkyslaststand.com
8 p.m.-1 a.m., New Year’s Eve Rockin’ 

DJ Party

 
The Real Macaw

3275 Bayshore Drive
732-1188; www.therealmacawnaples.

com
Live entertainment begins at 8 p.m. 

with Mike Brookshire and Friends. Pre 
fixe or àla carte menu available. Call for 
reservations.

The Ritz-Carlton Beach Resort 
280 Vanderbilt Beach Road
598-6644; www.ritzcarlton.com
The Grill, ala carte holiday menu and 

live entertainment, with seatings from 
5-6:30 p.m. ($155 per person) and 8-10 
p.m. ($250 per person, includes cham-
pagne toast). Call for reservations.

The Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort
2600 Tiburon Drive
598-6644; www.ritzcarlton.com
New Year’s Eve: Lemonía offers a 

four-course prix fixe menu, including 
a champagne toast and entertainment, 
with seatings from 6-6:30 p.m. ($150 for 
adults, $30 for children) or 8-8:30 p.m. 
($200 per person, includes champagne 
toast).

New Year’s Day: Brunch from 11 a.m.-
2 p.m. ($99 for adults, $49 for children).

Roy’s 
475 Bayfront Place, Naples; 261-1416
26831 South Bay Drive, Bonita Springs
498-7697
www.roysrestaurant.com
Enjoy a four-course prix fixe menu on 

New Year’s Eve. Call for reservations.

Sale e Pepe
Marco Beach Ocean Resort
Marco Island
393-1600; www.sale-e-pepe.com
New Year’s Eve dinner ($79)
New Year’s Day brunch ($39 for 

adults, $19 for ages 3-12)

Sea Salt
1186 Third St. S.
434-7258; www.seasaltnaples.com
Special New Year’s Eve ccelebration 

menu and live entertainment.

Seminole Casino Immokalee 
(800) 218-0007
Countdown to the New Year begin-

ning at 11:30 a.m. in the Zig Zag Lounge, 
where there will be live entertainment 
throughout the day as well as a ball 
drop, party favors and a complimentary 
drink as midnight approaches.

Shula’s
The Hilton Naples
5111 Tamiami Trail N.
659-3111; www.hiltonnaples.com
Celebrate the possibilities of 2012 

with a dinner selected from a special 
New Year’s Eve menu (regular dinner 
menu also available). Reservations are 
required.

Stoney’s Steakhouse
403 Bayfront Place
435-9353; www.stoneyssteakhouse.

com
5 p.m. seating, prix fixe menu ($50 per 

person); 8 p.m. seating, prix fixe menu 
($80 per person). Call for reservations.

Vergina
700 Fifth Ave. S.
659-7008; www.verginarestaurant.com
5 p.m., New Year’s Eve first seating; 

7 p.m., New Year’s Eve second seating. 
Reservations required. ■
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Fresh. Natural. Delicious.

NORTH NAPLES
Fountain Park

7941 Airport Rd. 
(239) 596-8840

NAPLES
CoastlandCenter 

1860 Tamiami Trail N.
(239) 352-8642

FT. MYERS
Gulf Coast Town Center

9924 Gulf Coast Main St.
(239) 466-8642

$1 OFF
any purchase of $6.99 or more

Some restrictions apply. Not valid with any other offer. Must present coupon. No cash value.
One coupon per customer per visit. Valid only at participating locations.

LIMITED TIME OFFER EXPIRES 12/29/11

www.CalistogaCafe.com
FREE

Text CBAKE to 97063 
to receive more special 
offers & promos!

Merchants of Beauty and Value

275 Broad Avenue So.
Naples, FL  34102

(239)262-4551
www.debruynefi neart.com

Monday thru Saturday 10 to 6 P.M.
Sunday 12 to 5 P.M.

 19th, 20th & 21st Century Paintings 
for the Discriminating Collector, 

Both Beginning and Experienced

 Mystery clocks have been popular 
since the 18th century. The clock seems 
to have no mechanism, yet keeps time. 
One of the most famous is the “swinging-
arm clock.” A tall classical figure, usually 
bronze, holds some long rods with a pen-
dulum bob on the bottom and a ball with 
a clock face on the top. The pendulum 
swings back and forth and the clock keeps 
time. These clocks were made for display 
in jewelry-store windows because their 
motion attracted customers. One famous 
example was made by the Ansonia Clock 
Co. of Ansonia, Conn. It is known as 
“Gloria.” The winged figure of a woman 
in a revealing draped dress holds the 
large clock ball in her right hand. How 
the clock works is not really a mystery. 
The clock mechanism is inside the ball. 
When wound, the pendulum moves back 
and forth for about eight days. Ansonia 
made these clocks in the early 1900s using 
different figures, including “Huntress,” 
“Juno” and “Fisher.” The Gloria clock sold 
for $5,175 at a recent James D. Julia auction.

Q: I was hoping you might be able 
to give me some information about my 
maple chair. It has a padded back and seat. 
I was told it is a “cricket chair,” but I don’t 

know what that is.

A: A cricket chair is a small armchair 
or rocker with a back cushion and padded 
seat. The padded seat usually has a drop 
skirt. The chair has turned legs and posts. 
Nobody knows why it’s called a cricket 
chair.

Q: My husband was left a majolica 
tobacco jar that must be about 100 years 
old. It originally belonged to his grand-
father. It’s in the shape of a man’s head 
topped by a green hat brim. The man has 
longish hair and a large mustache, and 
he’s wearing a blue collar and red cravat. 
Unfortunately, the hat that would be the 
tobacco jar’s top is missing. Would it still 
be worth something to a collector?

A: Your tobacco jar, probably made 
in Europe, might sell without its top for 
about $50. With the top, it would sell for 
several times that. You may be better off 
saving the heirloom as a keepsake rather 
than trying to sell it.

Q: My family has owned a cast-iron 
mechanical bank for more than 60 years. 
I understand it originally cost about $40. 
The base of the bank is titled “Hometown 
Battery.” On the base’s platform there’s a 
baseball pitcher, batter and catcher. You 
put a coin in the pitcher’s hand, press 
a lever and the coin is pitched past the 
batter and into the catcher’s coin slot. 
Embossed on the bank’s bottom are the 
words, “Reproduced from Original in Col-

KOVELS: ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTING

Beauties mark the march of time
k

o
s
s
N

terryKOVEL
news@floridaweekly.com



SAVE $10.00
on any purchase $50 or more.

Must present coupon. Not valid on any other offers or discount. Expires 12/31/11.

MORE INFORMATION AT HAPPYFEET.COM

DO YOU SUFFER FROM 
FEET, KNEE, BACK PAIN?

Gulf Coast Town Center I-75 exit 128
Please call for exact location. Open 7 Days a Week!

Sandals, shoes and medical grade orthotics
that make you HAPPY starting at $59.99
Home of the exclusive KENKOH refl exology sandals.

Ring in the New Year on the Water!
8:30pm-12:30am - $175 plus tax

Passed hors d’oeuvres, double entrée plated 
dinner, open premium bar, champagne 

toast, hats, horns!
 

Call (239) 649-2275 for reservations.
www.NaplesPrincessCruises.com

“ The Best 
Events 

Are on the 
Water”
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COURTESY PHOTO

This 29-inch-high swing-
ing-arm clock sold for 
$5,175 at a James D. Julia 
auction in Fairfield, Maine. 
It will keep time for eight 
days after it’s wound and 
will count the first hours 
of 2012. 

lection of The Book of Knowledge.” What 
is the bank worth?

A: Several thousand “Book of Knowl-
edge” reproductions of 30 19th-century 
American cast-iron mechanical banks 
were made between 1957 and 1972. Yours 
is a copy of a bank originally 
titled “Darktown Battery,” 
which featured black ball-
players (the players on your 
bank are white). The origi-
nal bank, patented in 1888, 
was made by J. & E. Stevens 
Co. of Cromwell, Conn. The 
copies, made by Grey Iron 
Casting Co. of Mt. Joy, Pa., 
were cast from originals, so 
they are slightly smaller than 
the original banks. The orig-
inals used as models for the 
copies were in a collection 
assembled by Grolier Inc., 
the publisher of a children’s 
encyclopedia called “The 
Book of Knowledge.” That’s 
how the reproductions got 
their name. A reproduction 
bank like yours sells today 
for $50 to $100.

Q: I have a copy of the 
August 1946 issue of Salute 
magazine with Marilyn 
Monroe’s photograph on 
the cover. There’s no pic-
ture credit saying it’s Mon-
roe, but it definitely is. Any 
idea of the magazine’s value? 
It has been in a frame for 
20-plus years.

 A: The Salute cover photo was taken 
before Marilyn Monroe ever made a movie 
and before she changed her name. She 
was born Norma Jean Mortenson in 1926. 
An Army photographer took her picture 

while she was working in a munitions fac-
tory during World War II. The photo was 
printed in Yank magazine in 1945. That led 
to her signing with a modeling agency and 
bleaching her hair blond. She appeared on 
several more magazine covers before she 
signed her first movie contract in August 

1946 and changed her name 
to Marilyn Monroe. She 
died in 1962. Salute maga-
zine was published from 
March 1946 until sometime 
in 1948. The masthead said 
it was “produced by for-
mer editors and writers of 
Yank and Stars & Stripes.” 
It was meant to appeal to 
World War II veterans, but 
it didnsell well and its focus 
was changed to “a picture 
magazine for men” in Feb-
ruary 1948. The magazine 
evidently went out of busi-
ness later that year. The 
value of your magazine 
depends on its condition. 
In excellent shape, it could 
be worth $650.

Tip: Save your wine 
corks. Cut them in thin slic-
es with a bread knife and 
slide a piece under a wob-
bling chair leg. ■

— Terry Kovel answers 
as many questions as pos-
sible through the column. 
We cannot guarantee the 
return of any photograph, 
but if a stamped envelope 

is included, we will try. The volume of 
mail makes personal answers or apprais-
als impossible. Write to Kovels, (Florida 
Weekly), King Features Syndicate, 300 W. 
57th St., New York, NY 10019.
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Pre-Owned Women’s,  
         Men’s & Children’s
Designer Fashions 
with Impeccable 
  Style & Sophistication

(239) 596-5044
www.truefashionistasresale.com

NO APPOINTMENT 
NECESSARY TO 

SELL YOUR ITEMS!
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VANDERBILT BEACH RD.

At the Shoppes at Vanderbilt
Across from Lifestyle Fitness

At the Shoppes at Vanderbilt
2355 Vanderbilt Beach Road #178 | Naples

     Resale! 
 Consignment! 

  Trade!
Anne Klein | Chanel  

Louis Vuitton | Versace
and many more!

*See full product review at www.Greensmoke.com/willy

A Better Smoke. Even Better Kiss
The Ultimate Smoking Experience

www.GreenSmoke.com
1-888-224-1345

Receive 10% OFF
your purchase

Enter code SAVE10-26582
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Whenever possible, a defender should 
try to divert declarer from the winning 
line of play. East did exactly that in 
today’s deal and talked South out of 
what appeared to be a surefire four-
spade contract.

West led a heart, and East took the 
first two tricks with the queen and ace. 
Declarer noted immediately that his 
potential club loser could eventually be 
discarded on one of dummy’s diamonds, 
so his only real concern was to make 
sure he did not lose two trump tricks.

Since he could lose a spade and still 
make the contract, he could afford to try 
the standard safety play with this com-
bination: cash the ace, cross to dummy 
with a diamond, lead the nine of spades 
and let it ride. If East started with Q-J-
x-x of spades, this would limit South to 
one spade loser, while if West won the 
trick, this would mean the spades were 
originally divided 3-2.

Declarer would therefore have made 
his contract easily had East returned 
a heart, a diamond or a spade at trick 
three. But East, who was well-versed 
in safety plays, decided not to sit idly 
by while South overcame the 4-1 spade 
division. After collecting his two heart 
tricks, he blithely shifted to the nine of 
clubs!

This unexpected development gave 
South pause for thought. The nine of 
clubs had all the earmarks of a single-
ton. If it was, attempting the safety play 
would risk the contract. If West started 

with the Q-x or J-x of spades, he would 
return a club after winning the second 
spade, and East would ruff to sink the 
contract.

So after taking the nine of clubs with 
the queen, declarer led a spade to the 
ace and then cashed the king. When 
West showed out on the second round, 
South realized, to his chagrin, that he 
had been had by East’s clever ploy. ■

CONTRACT BRIDGE 
BY STEVE BECKER

Mind game

Reservations must be made for dining on or before December 30, 2011. Please book early to ensure availability. 

Ring in the New Year with Luxury and Style.
Celebrate the closing of a fantastic year and start off 2012 with a delectable 

dinner at Aura Restaurant at the Naples Grande Beach Resort. Adults and kid’s 

will enjoy a lavish dinner in separate ballrooms, a complimentary Veuve toast to 

ring in the New Year and a live band so you can dance the night away.

Adult Dinner $125 per person
Kid’s Dinner $75 per person (chaperoned)

To make your New Years Eve dinner reservation, 
call Aura Restaurant at 239.594.6000 or reserve online at opentable.com

Seating at 8 :30 pm

475 Seagate Drive, Naples,  FL 34103     |     239.594.6000     |     naplesgranderesort.com



799 Walkerbilt Rd., Naples 
off US 41, 1/4 mile North of Immokalee Rd.

G R A C I O U S  H O S P I T A L I T Y

Enjoy Lunch on the River

Mon-Sat 11-2

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10:30AM-2PM

DINNER NIGHTLY

ALL TEN IN THE TAVERN MENU ITEMS ARE $10.00

HAPPY HOUR 11-6PM IN THE TAVERN 

THREE COURSE EARLY DINING MENU 5-6 PM

 LIVE MUSIC IN TAVERN NIGHTLY

P R O U D L Y  A N N O U N C I N G

TIERNEY’S TAVERN & CLAW BAR

N A P L E S  N E W E S T  T R A D I T I O N

The Bay House Returns with Traditional Coastal Cuisine 

and Legendary Service

stone crab season 

is here!

Tierney’s is the Place for 
Stone Crabs in Naples!

Serving Dinner on Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day.

Holiday Gift Cards Available!
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21 9th Street S.
Naples, FL 34102

239-304-9935
valentospizzaandhoagies.com

MIDWEST STYLE THIN CRUST

11am-10pm Mon. through Sat.
 11am-8pm on Sunday

$6.99 LUNCH SPECIAL
Half Hoagie served with chips,

 pickle & fountain drink
OR

Mini 1 Topping Pizza & fountain drink
Valid from 11am-2pm Only. Dine-in, Carry-Out and Delivery

$3 OFF
Any large pizza
Cannot be combined with any other 
offers. No cash value.Dine-in, Carry-
Out and Delivery. Expires 12/31/11.

$2 OFF
Any medium pizza
Cannot be combined with any other 
offers. No cash value.Dine-in, Carry-
Out and Delivery. Expires 12/31/11.

$1 OFF
Any small pizza
Cannot be combined with any other 
offers. No cash value.Dine-in, Carry-
Out and Delivery. Expires 12/31/11.

FREE Garlic 
Cheese Bread
With any purchase over $25

Cannot be combined with any other 
offers. No cash value.Dine-in, Carry-
Out and Delivery. Expires 12/31/11.

 Participating members of RCC of Naples.

Get the free mobile app at

http:/ /gettag.mobi
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Awesome 
Wings!

This week on WGCU-TV
➤ THURSDAY, DEC. 22, 9 P.M.
National Christmas Tree Lighting 2011

Celebrating its 89th year, the lighting 
of the National Christmas Tree signals 
the start of the holiday season across 
the country. Taped at President’s Park in 
Washington, D.C., this special features 
performances and readings by top musical 
artists and actors. Carson Daly hosts.

 
➤ FRIDAY, DEC. 23, 9 P.M.
Christmas With the Mormon Taber-
nacle Choir featuring David Archul-
eta and Michael York

A combination of elegant dancing, mas-
terful musical performances and storytell-
ing with award-winning pop sensation 
David Archuleta and Grammy-nominee 
Michael York.

 
➤ SATURDAY, DEC. 24, 9:30 P.M.
Keeping Up Appearances
Christmas 1991 Special

Hyacinth’s plans to impress her hus-
band’s boss backfire when Richard’s 
Christmas spirit leaves him unable to play 
Santa Claus at the church social where her 
unruly family has already arrived.

 
➤ SUNDAY, DEC. 25, 8 P.M.
Masterpiece Classic
Downton Abbey – Part 3

Growing into his role as heir, Matthew 
brings out the bitter rivalry between sis-
ters Mary and Edith. Servants Thomas and 
O’Brien scheme against Bates, while head 
housemaid Anna is increasingly attracted 
to him. Lady Violet’s winning streak in the 
flower show is threatened.

  

➤ MONDAY, DEC. 26, 8 P.M.
Antiques Roadshow
Phoenix – Part 1

A circa-1905 advertising display for 
waterproof baby pants; a 1797 Chippendale 
marriage chest; and a collection of original 
Charles Schulz “Peanuts” artwork.

 
➤ TUESDAY, DEC. 27, 8 P.M.
The Botany of Desire

Based on his best-selling book, Michael 
Pollan explores the human relationship 
with the plant world — from the plants’ 
point of view. Frances McDormand nar-
rates.

 
➤ WEDNESDAY, DEC. 28, 9 P.M.
NOVA
Extreme Ice

Investigate the mystery of the melt-
ing ice sheets that will affect coastlines 
around the world. ■



BARBECUE IS WHAT WE DO
LET US DO IT FOR YOU!

In Lee & Collier Counties Call Our 
Catering Manager at (239) 209-0940

Catering Services from 25 - 5,000
www.ribcity.com Catering!

Our Award Winning 

Baby Back Ribs,

Chicken, Pork and Beef

accompanied by our homemade 

Cole Slaw and Baked Beans 

can be brought to your event 

by our mobile char-grill.

      
INTERACTIVE FRIENDLY PIRATE FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

SET SAIL ON A  90-MINUTE 
SWASHBUCKLING SHOW

Reservations are Required
Call for Cruise Times 

239.765.7272

Also Ask about our Sunset Cruises,Private 
Parties & Charters. Full Service Bar

www.PiecesofEight.com

PIRATE      CRUISE

WITH THE PURCHASE OF TWO FARES. 
NO OTHER OFFERS APPLY

COUPON MAY BE USED FOR UP TO 4 PEOPLE
EXP. 12/14/11

$5 OFF

PIRATE CRUISE

FW-11EXP. 01-04-12

Radiesse® ® ®

COMBAT PREMATURE AGING SKIN

“Look 
Your 

Personal 
Best”
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‘Taste of China’
for Guadalupe 

Center
Experience the wonder of China and 

increase the good fortune of deserving 
children and their families in Immokalee 
by attending the Guadalupe Center’s “A 
Taste of China” on Thursday, Jan. 19, at 
a private club in Port Royal. In addition 
to dinner and silent and live auctions, 
guests will enjoy a performance of a Chi-
nese dragon dance. 

The evening’s lead sponsor is Merrill 
Lunch Wealth Management. Tickets for 
$350 per person can be purchased by 
calling Lisa Morse at 657-7711 or by visit-
ing www.guadalupecenter.org.

‘Night at the Prom’
at Marco museum

The Marco Island Historical Society 
invites members and friends to order 
their corsages and boutonnieres for “A 
Night at the Prom” on Saturday, Jan. 28, 
at the Marco Island Historical Museum. 
Cocktails and prom pictures will take 
place on the shell mound, followed by 
dinner, dancing to the Uptown Express 
doo-wop band, door prizes and Chris 
Lombardo’s live auction in the Rose His-
tory Auditorium. 

Tickets for $75 per person are avail-
able by calling the museum gift shop at 
389-6447.

Tennis fashions for
Music for Minors
Music for Minors, a nonprofit organi-

zation that provides musical instruments 
for students in Collier and Lee county 
schools, holds a luncheon and tennis 
fashion show on Wednesday, Jan. 18, at 
The Club at Barefoot Beach. Local tennis 
players will model fashions provided by 
Just Tennis. 

Tickets are $50, and a raffle will help 
generate more money for the cause. 
Reservations are required and can be 
made by e-mailing Becky Kimberly at 
docbeckyk@aol.com.

Go black tie
for Make-A-Wish
The sixth annual Wishmakers Ball 

to benefit the Make-A-Wish Foundation 
is set for Friday, Jan. 20, at the Hilton 
Naples with the theme of “Black and 
White.” Tickets are $200. For more infor-
mation, call Lesley Colantonio at 992-
9474 or e-mail lcolantonio@sflawish.org.

Counting down
to Fun Time fun

The launch date for Fun Time Early 
Childhood Academy’s annual fundraiser, 
“Fun Time Blasts Off into the Future,” 
is Friday, Feb. 10, at The Naples Beach 
Hotel and Golf Club. Guests will gather 
at 6:30 p.m. for a cocktail reception, din-
ner and silent and live auctions. 

SAVE THE DATE

Subscribe online at www.FloridaWeekly.com or Call 239.325.1960

Get Florida Weekly delivered 
to your mailbox
   for only
$3195

PER YEAR

*Rates are based on standard rate postage. A one-year in-county subscription will cost $31.95 to cover  
shipping and handling. Call for out-of-county and out-of-state postage and pricing options.



To Book a Flight Today 
Call 239-850-3599

or Visit www.FlyAirEx.com 
When booking online enter promo code 

FW101 for a $10 discount
One discount per person. Not valid with any other off er. 

Expires 1/15/12

20
12NEW

YEARS
EVE
CRUISE

facebook.com/
KeyWestExpress

twitter.com/
KeyWestExpress

youtube.com/
TheKeyWestExpress

*Must be purchased before 12/23/2011, valid for travel 2 years January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2013.  Non-refundable

Call for more 
information
and to make 
reservations. 

www.seakeywestexpress.com

$99
Roundtrip vouchers 
for a limited time!

Holiday
Sale!

*

 1-800-KWE-7259  
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968 Second Avenue North in Naples
Monday - Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Owned & 
operated by:

Confi dential 24-hour crisis line: 239.775.1101
www.naplesshelter.org

Desert Blooms

Tall Teak Planters

Available Exclusively at

EAST INDIES HOME
COLLECTION

11985 US 41 N., Naples 34110
239-596-7273

Tickets are $250 per person. Proceeds 
will provide tuition assistance for the 
children of low-income working families.

For reservations or more information, 
call 261-8284.

A wine tasting for
Nicaraguan 
orphanage

Diana and Jerry Thirion host “A Pour 
For The Poor,” a wine tasting featuring 
select vintages of Shafer Hillside Select 
wines, on Tuesday evening, Jan. 10, at Bay 
Colony Golf Club. Proceeds will benefit 
Casa Jacinta y Francisco, an orphanage 
and school in Nicaragua that the Thiri-
ons manage.

For reservations or more information, 
call Mr. Thirion at 777-1922.

Luncheon to help
mend broken 

hearts
Educator, author, filmmaker, cultural 

theorist and anti-violence advocate Jack-
son Katz will be the keynote speaker 
at the Shelter for Abused Women & 
Children’s 12 annual “Mending Broken 
Hearts with Hope” luncheon on Tuesday, 
Feb. 21, at The Ritz-Carlton, Naples. The 
afternoon will also feature a designer 
boutique and silent auction. 

Tickets are $350 per person $1,500 for 
patrons. For more information, call 775-
3862, ext. 261, or e-mail cdalessandro@

naplesshelter.org.

A garden gala
for Hope for Haiti
Hope for Haiti holds its 2012 gala, “A 

Passport to the Secret Garden,” from 6-11 
p.m. Saturday, March 3, at the St. Ann 
Jubilee Center. The evening will include 
a cocktail reception, dinner, silent and 
live auctions, raffle drawing, entertain-
ment and more.

Tickets are $300 per person. Volun-
teer and sponsorship opportunities are 
available. For more information, contact 
Elizabeth Davison at 434-7183 or Eliza-
beth@hopeforhaiti.com.

‘Meet me in Maui’ 
for Children’s 

Advocacy Center
The Children’s Advocacy Center of 

Collier County holds its 2012  “Meet 
Me in Maui” Beach Ball Saturday, Feb. 
25, at the Naples Beach Hotel. Guests 
will enjoy sunset cocktails on Watkins 
Lawn followed by dinner under the stars, 
entertainment by Paul Easton and live 
and silent auctions.

Sponsorship opportunities are still 
available. For more information, call 
Tina Streeter at 263-8383, ext. 232, or 
e-mail TStreeter@CACCollier.org. ■

— Send Save the Date information 
about galas and other fundraising parties 
to cpierce@floridaweekly.com. 

SAVE THE DATE



Illuminate Your Holiday Season with Nine Nights of Lights!

December 20-23  & 26-30 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. each night

Enjoy live musical performances, family activities and 
hundreds of lights throughout the Garden every night!

A Winter Solstice Celebration is back!

Night Lights

Don’t miss additional activities on: 
December 20th – The Wholetones Concert (Garden Members are Free This Night!)

December 22nd – Movie Screening: The Polar Express

Please, no food or outside alcoholic beverages in the Garden during the event.

Night Lights Admission: 
$15 for Non Members Adult  / $5 Non Members Children
$7 for Member Adult / $3 Member Children

4820 Bayshore Drive 
Naples, FL 34112
877.433.1874 
 www.naplesgarden.orgThank You to our Sponsors:
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SOCIETY
Festival of Trees at the Village for Boys and Girls Club of Collier County

We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from 
the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too. Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.

 1 . Kelly Capolino, Scott Robertson, Kristin Cartwright 
   and Melissa Taylor
 2 . Jay and Lisa Merritt
 3 . Barbara and Arturo Samaniego
 4 . Kayla Courtney and Andrea Gibson
 5. Terry and Christine Flynn
 6. Chuck and Kate Goss, Sandy and Jerry Twetten
 7. Dee and King Websterf

CHARLIE MCDONALD / FLORIDA WEEKLY
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Bha!Bha!
A Persian Bistro

BELLY 
DANCERS

NIGHT
Complimentary while you dine.

2-4-1
18% gratuity added before discount. 
Must present coupon. Dine-in only. 

Limit 2 persons per coupon. 

EVERY DAY ENJOY 
LUNCH WITH 

PRIX-FIXE 
3-COURSE MENU

Not valid on holidays.

EVERY NIGHT ENJOY 
DINNER WITH 

PRIX-FIXE 
3-COURSE MENU

Not valid on holidays.

OPEN ON CHRISTMAS EVE & NEW YEARS EVE!
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SOCIETY
The St. Andrews Society of SWF annual ball at Pelican Bay

We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from 
the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too. Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.
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COURTESY PHOTOS 

We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you thin

222
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COURTESY PHOT
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 1 . Norma and 
   John Green 
 2 . Del and Don Edgar 
   with Betty Jean 
   Boddord 
 3 . Suzanne and 
   David Wallace 
 4 . David and Lee Smith 
 5. Bill and Therese 
   Buchanan  
 6. Thomas and 
   Carol Stuart 
 7. Jocelyn and Bill 
   Paterson 

VIGNETTE’S
BY KELLI

UNIQUE FURNISHINGS, 
ACCESSORIES

AND INTERIOR DESIGN.
SHOWROOM LOCATION

239.403.4181
WWW.KELLIINTERIORDESIGN.COM

A DIVISION OF

GIFTS GALORE
LIC #IB26001333                                            ASID #77859                                            NCIDQ CERTIFIED
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SOCIETY
Tuning in to the holidays with the Naples Music Club

We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from 
the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too. Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.

 1 . Tricia and Robert Herrema with Lee Abrons
 2 . Ginny Fleming, Bill and Rosemary Everett
 3 . The Anderson Quartet: Noelle Torres, Vincent Marcantonio, 
   Cassie Drake and Misty Drake
 4 . McClaren Hayes
 5. Anne and John Roberts

COURTESY PHOTOS

Jazzercise class jazzes it up at Seasons 52 for Toys for Tots

1 2

5

43

 1 . Cindy Dobyns, Diane Standcliff 
   and Annette Avedisian 
 2 . Nancy McDevitt, Addie Hennigan 
   and Marianne Middlemiss 
 3 . Joan Bell, Leona Curzi 
   and Barb Galler 
 4 . Barb Murray and PJ Mahoney 

CHARLIE MCDONALD / 
FLORIDA WEEKLY 
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Gentle, Caring Dentistry Since 2003
Initial Comprehensive Exam

D0150 

Full set of X-Rays
D0210

Healthy Mouth Cleaning 
D1110

$95 
regular $338

239.261.7291  |  www.naplesdentalcenter.com
201 8th St South, Suite 106, Naples | Downtown at the Baker Center

SOCIETY
Opera Naples presents ‘Hansel and Gretel’

We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from 
the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too. Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.

 1 . Laurence Glazener 
 2 . Jennifer Bluestein with daughter 
   Chelsea and dolly Elizabeth  
 3 . Eliana Kut and Olivia 
 4 . Steffanie Pearce with Luciano 
   Marsalli, who played Hansel, and 
   Zofia Majewski, who was Gretel 
 5. Patrick Moran, aka the Sandman, 
   with his mom Sandy Moran 
 6. Melissa Vitrella as the Witch
 7. Tom Smith and Kathleen 
   van Bergen 
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BERNADETTE LA PAGLIA / 
FLORIDA WEEKLY 



www.FloridaWeekly.com    NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLYC26    ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT    WEEK OF DECEMBER 22-28, 2011

VINO
Champagne makes the holidays — or any day — sparkle

 The holidays are a time of celebration, 
parties with family and friends and shar-
ing gifts. It’s the time of year when people 
traditionally break out Champagnes and 
sparkling wines, the quintessential drink of 
celebration.

Whether you choose classic French 
Champagne, a lively sparkling wine from 
California, a Spanish cava or Italian pro-
secco, the trick is to get the best bubble for 
your buck.

So does it matter whether it’s a true 
Champagne or some other sparkling wine? 
I don’t think so. What matters is what you 
like. When it comes to sparklers, production 
style, grapes and terroir create the different 
flavors and aromas as well as the amount 
and size of the bubbles.

Champagne — and many sparkling wines 
— are made in the methode champenoise 
style, one bottle at a time. After the initial 
fermentation, winemakers add a smidgen 
of sugar and yeast, causing a secondary 
fermentation in the sealed bottle. When the 
bottles are stored neck down in racks, the 
sediments move to the neck, which then are 
quick frozen, and the bottles opened, expel-
ling an ice plug containing the sediments. 
A small dosage of wine is added to refill 
the bottles, which are then sealed with an 
oversized cork and wire hood. Bulk-process 
sparkling wines are made in a similar fash-

ion, but the container holds thousands of 
gallons, with individual bottles filled only 
after after the final dosage.

Here’s a quick primer on the most popu-
lar types, along with my sparkling wine 
picks for the holidays and one bit of advice: 
Don’t wait for the New Year to drink spar-
kling wine. It makes any day a special occa-
sion.

■ Champagne: Champagne is produced 
only in the Champagne district of France, 
using primarily chardonnay or pinot noir 
grapes. Styles include Brut non-vintage, vin-
tage, rosè and special cuvèes. They also can 
be blanc de blanc, from white grapes only, 
a blanc de noir, from black grapes only, or 
a rosè.

Many large producers make Champagnes 
with grapes purchased from other grow-
ers. These include Mumm’s, Veuve-Clicquot 
and Piper-Hiedsieck.

A smaller amount of Champagne is 
grown and produced by single growers. 
Their wines are distinct in taste because 
they are not blended with the grapes of 
other producers. Look for labels such as 
Egly-Ouriey and Pierre Moncuit and others 
with an RM (recoltantes-manipulants) on 
the label, signifying they are grower Cham-
pagnes.

■ Sparkling wine: Sparkling wines are 
made all around the world. Some of the 
best come from California, produced by 
French winemakers in the methode cham-
penoise. These labels include Roederer 
Estate, Mumm’s Napa and Domaine Carne-
ros (owned by Taittinger).

Perhaps the most famous sparkler from 
California is the highly acclaimed Schrams-

berg, which topped Dom Perignon and 
other top French Champagnes in a recent 
blind tasting.

■ Cava: While you will not confuse these 
Spanish wines with top selections from 
France or the United States, they are made 
in the methode champenoise style. Light-
bodied and refreshing, they are reasonably 
priced at about $15 to $20.

■ Prosecco: Made in the bulk process, 
these wines are generally light, dry and full 
of fresh flavors. Value priced at less than $15, 
they are best served as an aperitif.

Sparkling picks of the week:
■ Alfred Gratien Brut NV, $70: Fresh 

apple and peach aromas with a touch of 
citrus and tropical fruits on the palate, and a 
light toast finish.

■ Casteller Cava Brut NV, $15: Dry, 
clean and refreshing aroma of lime and cit-
rus, with green apple and citrus flavors and 
a crisp finish.

■ Duval Leroy Brut NV, $40: Big, full 
body with floral, lemon and nut aromas and 
a citrusy mineral flavor, excellent bubbles 
and nice lasting finish.

■ Nicolas Feuillatte Blue Label Brut 
NV, $35: Rich floral aromas with pear, apple 
and hazelnuts on the nose, opening to citrus 
and honey flavors with a crisp acidity.

■ Roederer Estate Anderson Valley 
Brut NV, $20: Estate-grown blend of char-
donnay and pinot noir, along with oak aging, 
gives a rich aroma of apple and cinnamon, 
followed by pear and apple flavors and a 
long balanced finish.

■ Schramsberg Brut Rosè 2007, $35: 
Aromas of strawberry and watermelon fol-

lowed by stone fruit, citrus and berry flavors 
and lingering spicy finish.

■ Schramsberg Blanc de Blanc 2008, 
$36: Fruity apple and lime aromas, with 
flavors of tropical fruits, pineapple and pear, 
and a long balanced finish ending with a 
light spice.

■ Stellina di Notte Prosecco NV, $16:
Light aromas of pear and citrus, with flavors 
of citrus and light almond, and just a touch 
of sweetness.

■ Taittinger “La Francaise:” Cham-
pagne Brut NV, $35: Rich aromas of lemon 
and apple, with orchard fruit flavors and 
a firm acidity, ending in a medium spicy 
finish.

■ Veuve Clicquot Brut Rosè NV, $45:
Light pink in color with floral and berry 
nose leads into raspberry and apricot flavors 
with a rich balanced finish. ■
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jimMcCRACKEN
vino@floridaweekly.com

Get Florida Weekly for iPadTM on the App store and read 
your favorite newspaper just like the hard copy.

IN THE KNOW. IN THE NOW.

FREE FOR ALL
THE FUTURE OF NEWSPAPERS IS HERE

Visit us online at www.FloridaWeekly.com

Enjoy a complete issue of Florida Weekly on your iPad. Get News, Arts & Entertainment, 
Business & Real Estate, everything that is in the print edition, now on the iPad.

Download it FREE today!

iPad is a registered trademark 
of Apple, Inc. All rights reserved.
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food & wine CALENDAR

➤ Thursday, Dec. 22, 5-7 p.m., 
Sea Salt: Bottles of Naples hosts a 
tasting of the finest cavas from Spain; 
1186 Third St. S.; 434-7258. Reserva-
tions required.

➤ Tuesday, Dec. 27, 6:30-8:30 
p.m., The Wine Merchant: Sample 
the sparkling wines from Schrams-
berg that outscored Dom Perignon 
and Roderer Crystal in a blind tast-
ing; 12820 Tamiami Trail N.; 592-
0000.

➤ Wednesday, Dec. 28, 5:30-7:30 
p.m., Shula’s Steak House: Sample 
five bourbons from around the world 
paired with complimentary hors 
d’oeuvres; $20 in advance, $25 at the 

door; 5111 Tamiami Trail 
N. For reservations, call 
659-3176.

➤ Wednesday, Dec. 
28, 6-8 p.m., The Good 
Life of Naples: Shelly 
Connors shows guests 
how to create a winter 
seafood fest featuring a 
monkfish stew, salmon 
in parchment and steamed 
mussels; $60, 2355 Vanderbilt 
Beach Road; 514-4663.

➤ Wednesday, Jan. 4, 6-8 p.m., 
The Good Life of Naples: Shelly 
Connors leads “Italian boot 
camp”; $50, 2355 Vander-
bilt Beach Road; 514-4663.

Farmers markets
➤ Wednesday, 1:30-5:30 

p.m., St. Monica’s Episcopal 
Church, 7070 Immokalee 
Road; 591-4550.

➤ Wednesday, 7:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m., the Marco 

Island Farmers Market, 
Veterans Community Park, 

Marco Island. 

➤ Friday, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., the Gov-
ernment Complex farmers market, 
3335 U.S. 41 E.

➤ Saturday, 7:30-11:30 a.m., 
Third Street South, behind 
Tommy Bahama’s between 

Third Street and Gordon Drive.

➤ Saturday, 7 a.m.-noon, the Bonita 
Springs Lions Club farm market, The 
Promenade, 26851 South Bay Drive, 
Bonita Springs.

➤ Saturday, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., the North 
Naples Green Market at the Galle-
ria Shoppes at Vanderbilt, off Airport 
Pulling and Vanderbilt Beach roads.

➤ Sunday, 8 a.m.-noon, Freedom 
Park farmers market, 151 Golden Gate 
Parkway. ■

— Send items to cuisine@flori-
daweekly.com.

A new waterfront restaurant opens 
Wednesday, Jan. 4, at Naples Harbour. 
Gordon’s on the River aims to revive the 
era of private supper clubs, serving a 
traditional steak and seafood menu with 
classics such as veal Oscar and Florida 
lobster thermidor.

With just 60 seats indoors — as well 
as a spacious bar and outdoor terrace 
— Gordon’s has been designed to create 
a warm, elegant setting for patrons. Mem-
berships are available and non-members 
can obtain guest memberships.

Heading the culinary team is Chef 
Andrew McLaughlin, most recently of 
The Club at Mediterra. Sommelier Ian 
Ponsford also comes from The Club at 
Mediterra, following eight years as som-
melier for The Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort.

At the front of the house are two well-
known Lee County restaurateurs: Audrey 
Kassem, food and beverage director, who 
previously managed Ellington’s Jazz Club 
and Portofino’s on Sanibel; and Roberta 
“Brucie” Oliphant, chief culinary consul-
tant, who spent three decades with the 
Veranda restaurant in downtown Fort 
Myers.

Naples Harbour is at 475 North Road. 
Call 213-1441 or visit www.FloridaMarina-
Clubs.com.  

An exotic blend of flavors
Komoon Thai Sushi & Ceviche recent-

ly opened in Mission Square Plaza, offer-
ing Thai, Japanese and Peruvian fare. In 
addition to the sushi and ceviche men-
tioned in the name, the menu includes a 
host of cooked fare that represents classic 
dishes from each of the three countries.

Owners Saifon Sombun and Paul and 
Fabiola Adrianzen have hired chefs who 
are well acquainted with each country’s 
foods. They also promise a warm, hos-
pitable atmosphere to complement the 
voluminous menu.

Komoon is open 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. Sun-
day, 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Thursday and 
11 a.m.-11 p.m. Friday and Saturday. It’s at 
1575 Pine Ridge Road. Call 596-9991 or 
visit www.komoonthai.com.  

Time for truffles at Angelina’s
Thankfully, there’s no snow here 

around the holidays, but Angelina’s offers 

a truffle menu for those who want some-
thing white right about now.

The prized white truffle appears in 
a special three-course dinner. For $120 
per person, it includes: duck liver terrine 
with pancetta and mushrooms; taglia-
rini with sage and grana padano; and 
pan-seared wild sea bass, crispy truffled 
potatoes and roasted leeks finished with 
Meyer lemon crema. Each course can 
also be ordered individually.

“Our menu expertly complements 
these extraordinary seasonal ingredi-
ents,” says Ken Knief, director of opera-
tions. “The sophisticated flavor of the 
white truffle pairs brilliantly with butter 
for dressing pastas and potato dishes.”

The restaurant also offers some nightly 
holiday specials. On Thursday, Dec. 22, 
it’s buy one beer or wine by the glass 
in the lounge and get one free. On Fri-
day and Saturday, Dec. 23-24, guests will 
enjoy a complimentary miniature rum 
cake.

Angelina’s is open 5-9 p.m. Sunday and 
5-10 p.m. Monday-Saturday. It’s at 24041 S. 
Tamiami Trail, Bonita Springs. For infor-
mation or reservations, call 390-3187 or 
visit www.angelinasofbonitasprings.com.

A perfect 10 for Norman Love
When Norman Love opened his choco-

late business a decade ago, he envisioned 
a wholesale concern that would sell to 
a select group of hotels. But the public 
quickly figured out where he was and 

began lining up for his ultra-premium, 
handcrafted goodies.

Ten years later, Norman Love Con-
fections operates salons in Fort Myers 
and Naples and supplies chocolate lovers 
around the world via Internet sales.

To celebrate his decade of success, Mr. 
Love is giving away $10,000 in gift cards 
over the next 10 months, randomly insert-
ing them in signature green gift boxes of 
15 pieces or larger sold in the Fort Myers 
and Naples salons.

The salons are at 3747 Tamiami Trail 
N., Naples (687-7215) and 11380 Lindbergh 
Blvd., Fort Myers (561-7215). 

Naples Originals gift certificates
Looking for a last-minute gift for a food 

lover? Members of the Naples originals, a 
group of locally owned restaurants, are 
offering a limited number of discounted 
gift certificates on their website. Those 
worth $50 sell for $35; $25 certificates are 
$17.50. 

Among those that still had certificates 
available early in the week were the 
Sunburst Café, Pelican Larry’s and The 
Village Pub. Go to www.naplesoriginals.
com and click on the gift certificate page. 
It will show which restaurants still have 
certificates available. They are immedi-
ately e-mailed to you.

A new chef at Noodles
Martyn “Marty” Freeman has joined 

the culinary team of Noodles Italian Café 

& Sushi Bar as chef. He previously served 
as chef de cuisine at Bistro 821 and as 
sous chef at Michael’s Café.

“Chef Marty brings more than two 
decades of cooking and catering experi-
ence to our kitchen,” says Executive Chef 
Seth Berman.

Noodles is in Mission Square Plaza, 
1585 Pine Ridge 

Road. Call 370-6577 or visit www.
noodlescafe.com.

Still time to snag See’s
There are still a few more days left to 

purchase See’s Candies at its temporary 
location at the Coastland Center. The 
holiday gift center remains open through 
Monday, Dec. 26.

Among this year’s offerings are a Win-
ter Wonderland box, truffles, gourmet 
lollipops and peanut brittle. To take a 
look at all the offerings, visit  www.sees.
com or see them up close and personal at 
Coastland Center. ■

CUISINE
Introducing Gordon’s, an upscale dinner club on the river

karenFELDMAN
cuisine@floridaweekly.com

Inside Gordon's on the River 

All set at Gordon’s on the River 
COURTESY PHOTOS

Gordon's on the River 

See's "Winter Wonderland" 




