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Big Cypress movie
Screening at The von Liebig will 
raise runds for exhibits in swamp’s 
new welcome center. C16 

Happy New Year!
See who celebrated downtown
and at other holiday events. 
C28 & 29 

Keep your eyes open for balloons that will lift spirits, raise awareness

Against the backdrop of the Naples Pier 
and the Gulf of Mexico, thousands of red 
and white balloons will be released by a 
group of special children Sunday after-
noon, Jan. 10. A video camera attached to 
one bunch of the helium-filled orbs will 
record a bird’s eye view of Third Street 
South and wherever the wind blows. 

The release, part of the international 
Balloon Project created and carried forth 
by California artists Ira Mowen and Luca 
Antonucci, launches the Painting My 
Tomorrow, an art show and sale com-
ing up in February to benefit the local 

Freedom Waters Foundation. The founda-
tion provides boating opportunities and 
marine-related educational programs for 
youths at risk and people with disabilities.

Neapolitan Frank Russen, director of 
The Englishman Fine Art & Antique Gal-
lery, is the string that ties the Balloon 
Project and Painting My Tomorrow/Free-
dom Waters together. 

Before moving here 10 years ago, Mr. 
Russen organized his first Painting My 
Tomorrow event in Pittsburgh, Pa. The 
exhibit and sale of artwork by children 
with cancer was a sellout. Its success and 
the resulting impact it had on the lives 
of the children made a big impression on 
Mr. Russen.

“I am so blessed with a beautiful and 
healthy family that I always felt I needed

BY KELLY MERRITT

Special to Florida Weekly

SEE BALLOONS, A9 

STRUT YOUR SMARTS

AROUND TOWN ...
AT QUIZ NIGHTS

Trivial Pursuits
BY NANCI THEORET

Special to Florida Weekly

SEE TRIVIA, A8 

COURTESY 
PHOTO

An expatriate 
and former 
employee at 
The English 
Pub, Deb 
Mincieli 
returns every 
Thursday 
to serve as 
quizmistress.
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STRUT

AROUN

BY NANCI THEORET

Special to Florida Weekly

SEE TRIVIA, A8

Y HUSBAND, CLINTON, JOKES THAT 
HE knows a lot of useless 
information. He’ll spout off 

random facts about something, usually to 
my blank stare, and call out the answers 
to most of “Jeopardy” (though he doesn’t 
always answer in the form of a question). 
He’s usually right.

For months, we were the reign-
ing champs of the trivia game offered 
tableside at our local sports bar. I was 
the food, wine and art expert; Clinton 
answered pretty much everything else. I 
was convinced, albeit a little premature-
ly perhaps, that we had the knowledge 
to take on any local trivia hound.

When I learned that several area 
bars have weekly trivia nights, I fig-
ured it was a chance to test ourselves 
— in public, at least.

Clinton’s a newspaper editor, and 
we invited two fellow journalists — 
former TV reporter Jennifer Cobb 
and publisher Stone Segiel — to 
join us. You’d think journalists, 
with our liberal arts educations,

m

                                        

Monday: The Pub Naples, Mercato. 

594-2748, tavernrestaurantgroup.com/

pub_naples.php

Tuesday: Boston Beer Garden, 2396 

Immokalee Road. 596-2337.

Wednesday: The Sand Bar, 826 E. 

Elkcam Circle, Marco Island. 642-3625.

Thursday: The English Pub, 2408 

Linwood Ave. 775-3727, naplesenglish-

pub.com

trivia nights

Q: What is the principle export of Jamaica?A: Sugar

Q: What country is 
the world’s 

primary producer 
of newsprint?A: Canada

Q: How many inner wire rings are there on a dartboard?A: Seven

Q: What breed of 
dog did Detective 

Columbo have?
A: Basset hound

Q: What is the 

common name 

for the medical 
condition 
epistaxis?
A: Nosebleed
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COURTESY PHOTO

Balloon Project creators Luca Antonucci and Ira 
Mowen at one of their releases in Europe 

Thrill rides  
Leave the stress of running
a business behind and satisfy 
your inner wild streak. B1  

Going for the gold  
Gulf Coast Sailing Club hopes 
program helps Olympic 
hopefuls put wind (and funds)
in their sails. A15 
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Like a preacher with a swollen con-
gregation, I’m a columnist with a new 
year. But fortunately for you and unlike 
preachers, I abhor telling other people 
what to think or do, even though I’ve 
done it a time or two.

But that was for money or duty. Now 
I’ll tell you what to do just for fun, 
since writing a column can prove to be 
a real good time, especially when you 
don’t actually have to write. Like at par-
ties. All you have to do is say, “Hi, I’m 
a columnist for Florida Weekly,” and 
smile modestly. Suddenly, a chorus of 
angels breaks into song and Jimi Hendrix 
stands up and plays the national anthem 
alongside the Juilliard String Quartet 
and the Marine Corps band, and young 
and old women alike eyeball you care-
fully — from across the room. And if the 
sun isn’t shining, it damn well starts.

Ask any of us — Karen Feldman 
(food), Artis Henderson (romance and 
sex), Jeanette Showalter (money and 
economics), Nancy Stetson (arts) — and 
we’ll tell you: You can’t always get what 
you want, but if you try, sometimes 
you just might find you can tell other 
people what to do without having to be 
a preacher. (Rich Lowry thinks he really 
is a preacher, so never mind him.)

Here’s what I want you to do first. 
First, I want you to clear out your wal-

let or purse. It’s not exercise — it’s not 
running five miles a day like you and I 
both should be doing this year — but it’s 
progress in 2010. 

I’ve just cleared out mine, and I discov-
ered an odd and inexplicable assortment 
of cards with no rational theme, seem-
ingly put there by a complete stranger. 
Some are too fierce to mention, but 
among the more banal are county pool 
passes, a fishing license, a card naming 
my eye specialist, and finally a few per-
sonal cards from people I’ve known for 
several years.

For example, there’s “Kent Ottwell 
Interiors: ottwell@ameritech.net, 708-
525-0243,” a black card with white and 
gold type. Mr. Ottwell is an interior 
designer from Chicago who spends time 
in Southwest Florida whenever business 
or pleasure call. He runs five miles a 
day without a whimper like we should 
be doing, and he can put a piece of con-
temporary furniture made in Montana, 
something as sleek and clean as a moun-
tain stream, together in a room with 
a 19th-century impressionist painting 
and make the space look like an organic 
vision sprung from the garden of your 
very own soul. 

He can also judge other people by the 
same standards: Do they try hard, do 
they do what they say they will, and do 
they give others the same tolerant nod 
he gives them? So I’m keeping this card.

Then there’s “Jennifer Gray: 239-633-
0755,” a pale green card with black 
type. Ms. Gray, who grew up in small-
town Okeechobee before arriving in 
Southwest Florida, is a licensed massage 

therapist. She’s smart, steady, sane and 
she can hunt deer in the Georgia woods 
— shoot them, skin them out and roast 
them — or travel to New York City and 
plunge into the cultures of food and art 
and otherness, with equal relish. She 
also works for Publix, which is where 
I met her and got to know her (I don’t 
do massage therapy, but I think you 
should). 

So many good working people staff 
the Publix corporation, have you 
noticed? And the food’s not bad, either. 
Of course, it would be even better if the 
good old boys who run Publix would 
pay a little more for their tomatoes — a 
penny a pound would be nice — so the 
field hands who pick them could buy 
their kids clothes from somewhere other 
than The Dollar Store, or something. But 
never mind that, now. I’m keeping that 
card, too.

Then there’s the Mike Kiniry card. 
Like many of us in Naples, Fort Myers 
or Punta Gorda, I’ve known Mr. Kiniry 
for years, welcoming his affable voice 
into my home during the first half of 
the day, but never actually spending 
much time in his company. Once, I got 
to shake his hand at WGCU, where he’s 
been a public radio host since 2003 (90.1 
FM, or 91.7 Marco). On another occasion 
I enjoyed a long and candid conversa-
tion with him by telephone, and then 
wrote a story about his life and work 
(Florida Weekly, Feb. 11, 2009, “Good 
Morning Back At You, Mike Kiniry”). 
The card in my wallet is not his, per 
se. It’s white and blank, except for my 
own chicken scrawl in No. 2 lead pencil. 

That says, “Mike Kiniry photos,” with a 
phone number and a Web site.

Born in Kansas City and raised in Fort 
Myers, Mr. Kiniry is a photographer “of 
the moment,” as he puts it — a cam-
era master of the parochial detail that 
becomes the universal truth as you stare 
at it. If you missed the exhibit of his pho-
tos at Edison State College recently, just 
go to www.Mikekiniry.deviantart.com, 
or give him a call (he’s easy to talk to): 
898-8175. You can buy his stuff, which is 
a dangerous temptation for me.

I see a card, too, for my favorite law 
firm, and that’s a piece of equipment we 
might all want to carry into a new year. 
It begins this way: “WHYTE, LIPT & 
TREMBLING, cya, asap, ATTORNEYS, 
ersatz, specializing in MITIGATION, 
LITIGATION, CONSTERNATION & 
CASTRATION, the latter in extreme 
circumstances only, and normally just 
a threat…”

I’ve mentioned this card in a previous 
column, so enough said, except for this: 
The author, John Claydon, is a longtime 
screenwriter who knows as much about 
the world as anyone I’ve ever known. 
And he ain’t no senator’s son, or fortu-
nate one, nosireebob.

Another keeper.
So now that you’ve rung out the old 

like I have, possibly by ringing the best 
of it right back in anew, here’s what I 
want you to do second.

Second, spend the future preserving 
what’s best about the past. That’s a new 
year’s resolution all of us can climb into, 
shift into gear, and drive confidently 
over the next hill.  ■

COMMENTARY
Ring out the old (then ring it back in)

rogerWILLIAMS
rwilliams@floridaweekly.com

Are You Retired or Retiring Soon?
Join Us for an EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOP
Including a COMPLIMENTARY DINNER

John Meo, Jr., CFP®, Katherine Meo, CFP® & Peter Cina are Registered Principals with America’s #1 Independent Brokerage Firm*, LPL Financial. They have a combined experience of 70 
years specializing in Income, Retirement, Tax & Estate Planning, Asset Protection, Wealth Preservation and Investment Advisory Services. They own and operate their own LPL Branches, 
Independent Financial Planning Offi ces, in Naples, Fl., Jackson, N.J.& Westport, Ct. *For 13 consecutive years, Financial Planning Magazine 6/2009.

Topics Include
Asset Protection
Tax Saving Strategies
Increasing Retirement Income
Estate Preservation and more...
There is no assurance that these techniques are suitable 
for all investors or will yield positive outcomes.

Reserve now! 
Call 888-564-6636

Location: Collier Athletic Club
The Commons
In The River Room
710 Goodlette Rd. N. Naples, FL 34102

Featured Speakers
John J. Meo, Jr., CFP®
Katherine A. Meo, CFP®
Peter Cina
Certifi ed Financial Planner™ Professionals, 
Wealth Advisors, Registered Principals, Estate 
Planning, Life, Health, and Long Term Care 
Insurance Professionals.

If you own Investments, CD’s, Real Estate, IRAs, Annuities, or if Long-Term Care Expenses, Estate Preservation 
or Outliving Your Income concerns you, then you should consider attending this workshop. Leave your check-
book at home. There is absolutely no pressure, no cost or obligation, and nothing will be sold or offered for 
sale at this workshop.

 Choose From The Following Dates
Thursday, January 7, 2010 or
Tuesday, January 19, 2010
4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Seating is Limited &
PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED



Equal Housing Opportunity 7692Offered exclusively by Vineyards Realty, Inc. Prices, features and availability are subject to change without notice. Broker participation welcome. Club membership is available for an additional fee.

VISIT OUR 6 NEW HOME NEIGHBORHOODS AND

TOUR 20 NEW HOME MODELS TODAY.
Luxury homes, coach homes & estate homes

from the low $400s to over $4 million.

239.353.1920 • 800.749.1501

Join the Vineyards Golf & Country Club and experience
the value and stability of an established club.

CALL MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR KRISTINA SALY

AT 239-353-1500 OR VISIT

WWW.VINEYARDSCOUNTRYCLUB.NET

Make the smart choice. Visit Vineyards today and remember to ask about the

private financing now available to qualified new home buyers in Vineyards.

WWW.VINEYARDSNAPLES.COM

A prestigious commun
ity lauded for its beau

ty and quality,

Vineyards is also a sm
art choice for many re

asons. It’s the

complete package – a
ward-winning golf an

d country club

amenities, a central Na
ples location, unparall

eled amenities,

mature landscaping, a v
ariety of quality new ho

mes for sale and

a developer with fina
ncial stability. Buying

in a debt-free

community saves you m
oney and eliminates the

risk of a lender

takeover. There are no C
DD taxes, and with a fin

ancially stable

developer that has bee
n in business for more

than 25 years,

Vineyards is the smart
place for your money.

NOW THAT’S A SMART CHOICE!
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MOMENTS IN TIME
➤ On Jan. 7, 1959, six days after the 

fall of the Fulgencio Batista dictator-
ship, the United States recognizes the 
new Cuban government of Fidel Castro. 
The U.S. government believed it could 
work with Castro and protect American 
interests in Cuba, but less than two years 
later, the U.S. severed diplomatic ties and 
unleashed the Bay of Pigs invasion.

➤ On Jan. 8, 1966, rock ‘n’ roll TV 
variety show “Shindig” on ABC airs its 
last episode. The show had debuted in 
September 1964, featuring acts including 
the Everly Brothers, the Rolling Stones 
and the Beach Boys. 

➤ On Jan. 9, 1972, in Hong Kong har-
bor, a fire breaks out aboard the lavish 
Queen Elizabeth, and by the next morn-

ing the famous vessel lies in a wreck on 
the bottom of the sea floor. Before her 
days as a passenger liner, the Queen 
Elizabeth steamed across the ocean as a 
transport vehicle during World War II.

➤ On Jan. 10, 1901, a drilling derrick 
at Spindletop Hill near Beaumont, Texas, 
produces an enormous gusher of crude 
oil, signaling the advent of the American 
oil industry. The geyser flowed at an ini-
tial rate of 100,000 barrels a day. Within 
a year, there were more than 285 active 
wells at Spindletop. Today, only a few oil 
wells still operate in the area.

➤ On Jan. 11, 1949, on Connecticut 
Avenue in Washington, D.C., the corner-
stone is laid at the first mosque of note in 
the United States. The Islamic Center was 

complete with a 160-foot minaret from 
which prayers were to be announced.

➤ On Jan. 12, 1888, the so-called 
Schoolchildren’s Blizzard kills 235 people, 
many of them children on their way home 
from school, across the Northwest Plains 
region of the United States. The storm 
came with no warning, and the tempera-
ture fell nearly 100 degrees F. in just 24 
hours.

➤ On Jan. 13, 1982, an Air Florida Boe-
ing 727 plunges into the Potomac River in 
Washington, D.C., killing 78 people. The 
crash was caused by bad weather and the 
pilot’s failure to ask for de-icing after the 
plane sat on the runway for 45 minutes. 
Worse, he failed to turn on the plane’s 
own de-icing system. ■

OPINION

Janet Napolitano is impressed with 
Janet Napolitano’s work. In an instant-
ly notorious statement on CNN, the 
Homeland Security secretary said “the 
system worked” when a man boarded a 
Christmas Day flight from Amsterdam to 
Detroit with explosives in his underwear 
that he couldn’t quite manage to ignite.

Does “the system” count on all explo-
sive devices smuggled onto internation-
al flights not detonating? When Umar 
Farouk Abdulmutallab set himself on 
fire while trying to blow up the plane 
and kill its 278 passengers, a Dutch 
filmmaker leapt on him, ripped a smol-
dering object from near his crotch and 
put it out with his bare hands. Or as 
Napolitano put it, “Everybody played an 
important role here.”

This is a bizarre division of labor. 
You carefully pack to avoid any liquids 
more than 3 ounces. You stand in a secu-
rity line. You take off your shoes. You 
get your fingernail clippers confiscated. 
You run your carry-on bags through an 
X-ray machine and walk through a metal 
detector. And after all that, it’s still your 
responsibility to subdue the terrorist in 

the next row.
Napolitano immediately took back 

her praise of “the system,” in a tacit 
acknowledgment that its only success 
was in demonstrating its own industri-
al-scale irrationality. At a cost of $30 
billion since 2004, we’ve implemented 
security procedures ideally suited to 
harassing innocent passengers who only 
want to travel from Point A to Point B 
with minimal inconvenience. It’s only 
the terrorists we have trouble handling.

If a terrorist is a proverbial needle in 
a haystack, Abdulmutallab constituted 
something closer to a sledgehammer. 
His father, a powerful banker in Nigeria, 
warned the U.S. Embassy that he might 
be dangerous. This didn’t prompt any 
further investigation, but got Abdul-
mutallab entered into the Terrorist Iden-
tities Datamart Environment, a massive 
database that evidently does nothing to 
enjoin terrorists from traveling to the 
U.S. on missions of mass murder.

Even by the most basic standard of 
post-9/11 travel, Abdulmutallab should 
have set off alarms. He reportedly 
bought his ticket in cash and only had 
carry-on luggage. Never mind his travel 
history that included a trip to Yemen.

It’s never going to be easy for a free 
society to defend itself from furtive 
enemies, but that doesn’t excuse will-
ful obliviousness. We should move to a 
more Israel-style security system, devot-
ing more energy to the intelligence and 
on-the-spot assessments necessary to 
focus on the greatest potential threats. 
And we should resist the civil libertar-
ians who create pressure to narrow 
down the most meaningful watch lists 
and work to forestall adoption of more 
effective whole-body imaging scanners. 

For its part, the Obama administration 
should frankly acknowledge that the 
“war on terror” wasn’t a Bush-Cheney 
construct to scare and manipulate the 
American public. Napolitano did her 
utmost to avoid even uttering the word 
“terror” at a 2009 congressional hearing, 
preferring the absurd neologism “man-
caused disaster.”

That’s a phrase best applied to the 
shoeless shuffle at the airport security 
lines, not the heinous acts of war plot-
ted by Abdulmutallab and his inevitable 
successors.  ■

— Rich Lowry is editor of the Nation-
al Review.

BY RICH LOWRY

Janet Napolitano’s man-caused disaster
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15 MINUTES
Equine dentist takes his expertise straight to the horse’s mouth

to Belgium. Every-
where he went, Mr. 
Ward performed 
his services on one 
horse at no charge, 
to allow custom-
ers to feel the teeth 
before and after.

In case you’re 
thinking a horse 
dentist is an elite 
service for the uber-
rich, think again. 
Mr. Ward performs 
his examinations 
at no charge, then 
shows the owner 
any problems he 
finds. The normal 

cost for shaping, balancing and floating 
the teeth begins at $125. Why bother? 
Because tension in a horse’s mouth can 
lead to sore muscles, a sore back, an 
altered gait and temperamental behavior. 
With respect to rideability of the horse, 
Mr. Ward compares the before and after 
to manual versus power steering.  

His assistant, Tamie Johnson, says the 
most oft-quoted response from custom-
ers is, “It’s like I’ve got a new horse.”  

Ms. Johnson’s daughter, now 18, began 
riding lessons with Mr. Ward at age 5 
in Massachusetts. Long familiar with 
Mr. Ward’s expertise, when Ms. John-
son moved to Naples two years ago, she 
encouraged him to travel south, telling 
him he thought she could line up some 
business for him. She was right; he’s still 
here. Only now he calls Naples home. ■

card stays full.
He chuckles as he recalls his first trip 

abroad: A stable customer suggested 
Mr. Ward come to Belgium and con-
duct a clinic, which the customer would 
translate to attendees. Mr. Ward figured 
at a minimum, he’d enjoy the trip. He 
even offered to pay his own way if the 
customer would promote the clinic. As 
his words were translated, he noticed 
attendees repeatedly waving their hands 
past their faces as if swatting away flies. 
Afterward, he learned the incessant 
antics were actually a gesture indicating 
many in his audience thought his ideas 
were crazy.

Nevertheless, what began as a 10-day 
trip with a 30-horse guarantee turned 
into equine dentistry services for 150 
horses during the first of many visits 

Ladies call him a horse whisperer after 
they see him in action. Wallace Ward 
smiles at the reference; admittedly, the 
man has a way with horses.   

He’s got a way with people, too. Just 
ask the folks on the Revere City Council 
in Massachusetts. A native of that area, 
Mr. Ward struck a deal with the council 
in 1974 that its members thought would 
never come to fruition. They thought 
wrong.

Situated along the Atlantic coast five 
miles northeast of downtown Boston, 
Revere had a prohibition against horses 
within the city limits.  Trails were avail-
able nearby for riding, but Mr. Ward 
envisioned a 60-stall stable where the 
children of Revere could learn to ride.

“I wanted more for the community 
— education, culture,” he says. Using the 
promise of equestrian prestige and an 
architectural replica built to Mr. Ward’s 
specifications, he captured the interest 
of Revere decision makers.

The deal? Clear a city-owned dump-
ing ground (adjacent to the parcel Mr. 
Ward owned) within a year’s time, and 
Revere would rewrite its laws to allow 
Mr. Ward to build his dream.

The result? The Revere/Saugus Riding 
Academy, where Mr. Ward harnessed 
his interest in horses and people to 
enrich the lives of his community for 
nearly 30 years.

For every “A” earned, he rewarded 
children with a free lesson; a spot on the 

honor roll meant a free month of riding. 
Conversely, he encouraged parents to 
take away riding privileges as a form of 
disciplining their children. Sure enough, 
they’d straighten up and be back in the 
saddle in no time at all, he recalls.

His desire to provide better care for 
his horses gave birth to Mr. Ward’s pro-
fession for the past 18 years as a certified 
equine dental technician (aka, a horse 
dentist). Already a skilled blacksmith, he 
enrolled in a course in equine dentistry 
offered in Nebraska and then worked 
under the guidance of an experienced 
equine dentist. He recorded everything 
he did for the next three years, then 
asked horse owners for feedback to bet-
ter address any issues they observed 
with their horses.  

Unlike other equine dental profession-
als who proffer high-tech equipment at 
high-ticket prices, Mr. Ward’s approach 
is old school: He uses hand tools without 
sedation in order to shape and balance 
the teeth.

Marry his calming, gentle nature with 
his expertise and genuine love of horses, 
and what began as an interest in caring 
for horses within his stable evolved into 
a career that spans the globe. Mr. Ward 
treats horses and presents educational 
clinics in Belgium, Holland, Germany, 
Denmark, Switzerland, Poland, Venezu-
ela and throughout the United States.  
He spent early December in Hawaii, and 
left Naples the day after Christmas for a 
week in Berlin.

Not bad work if you can get it. And 
where Mr. Ward is concerned, his dance 

BY SUSAN BROWN____________________
Special to Florida Weekly
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would know a little bit about every-
thing, right? Well… I kept thinking 
about the recent shellacking “Tonight 
Show” announcer Andy Richter had 
given CNN’s Wolf Blitzer during 
celebrity “Jeopardy.”

Our merry band of journalists 
arrived to an already capacity crowd 
at Mercato’s The Pub Naples, where 
every Monday is Trivia Night. (It’s also 
a great time to try the pub’s half-priced 
fish and chips and enjoy servers wear-
ing kilts.) Next to us was a table of 
nine ladies and gentlemen who joked 
they were MIT and Harvard grads. 
“Really, we’re all over 65 so we only 
have one brain between us,” laughed 
Gloria Andrada, a self-professed 
mythology expert.

Dubbed the “Berkshire Brainiacs,” 
the team was led by “King Henry,” 
who had perched himself in the restau-
rant’s coveted throne chair. “He knows 
everything,” Ms. Andrada told me.

Cincinnati-based Tavern Restaurant 
Group has been offering quiz nights 
at its pubs since the first opened eight 
years ago, says Robin Breth, the com-
pany’s marketing director. “It’s a very 
popular British thing to do,” she says. 
“We try to keep it as authentic as pos-
sible, which is why we do it by hand 
and paper.” 

A corporate employee coordi-
nates the weekly game, devising the 
20-question trivia round and bonus 
speed round — usually music and the 
requirement to name both title and art-
ist. The winning team receives a pub 
gift certificate. Beginning next year, 
the Tavern Restaurant Group plans to 
have a trivia-off between its different 
locations, says Ms. Breth. 

Before our round began, cheaters 
were warned: Anyone caught consult-
ing a BlackBerry or texting would be 
stoned with bleu-cheese stuffed olives. 

The first question was right up Ms. 
Andrada’s alley: This Greek goddess of 
victory lends her name to a brand of 
sporting equipment (answer: Nike). 

The other 19 questions jumped from 
subject to subject —everything from 
sports and historic dates to geography 
and true trivia (What is MacGyver’s 
first name? And which properties in 
the original Monopoly game were 
green?).

Clinton and Jennifer furiously scrib-
bled down the answers. I, on the other 
hand, abandoned the team in search of 
the Pink Ponies, The Pub’s winningest 
team, according to regulars Sarah and 
Neal Mazzarella. I returned to the table 
minutes later without a Pony interview 
(they were absent) and dreading the 
next question. Some were really tough. 

A child of the ’80s, I was pleased to 
learn the speed round was 10 songs 
from my generation and a chance to 
earn 20 more points. Just our luck: The 
CD player was malfunctioning, and our 
emcee resorted to singing just five of 
the tunes, which we aced. 

Scoring our answers was humbling, 
although we were just two points 
short of the three winning teams. The 
Berkshire Brainiacs didn’t fare so well, 
getting just 10 points — well below the 
winning 27 — and failing to answer 
any of the song questions. The three-
way tie was decided by a beer-chug-
ging contest.

I tried not to think of my dismal per-
formance as I decided whether my ego 
could withstand another trivia contest.

Sand Bar stumpers
Our schedules kept us away from 

Trivia Night at the Sand Bar, where 
contestants not only compete for 

local bragging rights but the chance to 
trounce other players at bars across 
the country.

The Marco restaurant’s computer-
ized NTN Buzztime trivia system 
brought Jimmy Boylan to the Sand 
Bar after he moved to Marco Island 
from Chicago. A self-professed trivia 
nut and now the bar’s general man-
ager, Mr. Boylan continues to play 
each Wednesday night alongside Ivy 
League-educated patrons and other 
regulars.

Game night includes a multiple-
choice speed freak round at 7:45 p.m. 
and the main trivia event from 9 to 10 
p.m.

“The speed freak round can be very 
nerve-racking because you’re on your 
toes for 15 minutes and 20 questions,” 
Mr. Boylan said. “Only the first person 
or team answering the question wins. 
You answer wrong, you get negative 
points.”

The winning Sand Bar team receives 
a $25 gift certificate. At the game’s end, 
they learn how they ranked against 
other players throughout the country.

The main event at the Sand Bar is 
“Sixes,” which consists of six catego-
ries and another $25 gift card. Ques-
tions are multiple-choice and match-
ing, and during the final round players 
wager their points on their best sub-
jects. “It’s a lot more like Trivial Pur-
suit,” Mr. Boylan said. “The questions 
are very difficult at times. We have 
very intelligent, well-educated cus-
tomers, and the questions sometimes 
stump them.”

Any winning team whose score ends 
in a five also claims the jackpot, which 
had recently grown to $200. “We’ve 
beat other taverns before,” Mr. Boylan 
said, adding, “We ended up No. 1 a 
couple of times and in the top 20 many 
times.”

Winning at The English Pub
Next up was The English Pub, a 

TRIVIA
From page 1

Q: What is the national flower 
of Austria?A: Edelweiss

Q: What is  the meaning of life?

Q: What is the 

collective term 

for a group of 

raccoons?
A: A Nursery

COURTESY PHOTO

The English Pub

Naples secret that’s been serving Bel-
haven Scottish Ale alongside bangers 
and mash and Sweeney Todd’s pie 
for going on 40 years. Many of the 
establishment’s staffers are English 
expatriates, including Deb “Darling 
Debs” Mincieli, a former employee 
who returns each Thursday night as 
the quizmistress.

“We have some very intelligent 
teams,” she said. “When we made the 
questions easier, they complained. We 
try to be fair with the questions. For 
example, we wouldn’t ask anything 
about English soccer. They’re more 
general knowledge — things you either 
know or not.”

Quiz Night at The English Pub, 
which has survived three owners 
and 13 years or so, includes several 
multiple choice rounds and two 
handouts — a picture round 
that asked us to identify cos-
tumed actors and another 
giving us hints to a 
series of words start-
ing with the letter 
“p.”

Prizes are 
$10, $15 
and 
$20 

gift certificates for the third- through 
first-place teams. A $5 gift card is also 
given to the best team name, which is 
determined by the staff and is often a 
sexual innuendo or alliteration using 
Debs’ name (we won, and that’s all I’ll 
say). 

“It can get a little cheeky some 
nights,” Ms. Mincieli said. “We like to 
have a sense of humor because it is a 
difficult quiz. We want people to have 
fun with it.”

Patrons started arriving just before 
the 8:30 p.m. quiz started. In season, 
The English Pub is often packed. It 
also hosts an annual quiz competi-
tion for the Marco Men’s Club. About 
10 teams attend regularly, including 
one Ms. Minciela has dubbed “The 
Accountants,” a four-woman team that 
donates its winnings to charity. No 
team has scored a perfect 80; the clos-
est has been 74, “which is absolutely 
phenomenal,” Ms. Mincieli said.

The sense of camaraderie and spir-
ited competitiveness almost overshad-
owed the game. Adrian Holmes, who 
Ms. Mincieli often addressed by name, 
purposely shouted out wrong answers 
and was later upset after learning that 
someone identified the photo of Bette 
Midler as fellow Englishman David 
Bowie. At one point Ms. Mincieli had 
two “schnapps” shots delivered to 
Holmes and friend Joseph Fusco. They 
were just water. 

Although Clinton and Jennifer 
answered most of the 78 other ques-
tions, I’m secretly taking the credit 
for our win. After mulling over the 
two unanswered “p” questions on our 
handout, I came up with last-minute 
answers (a porker’s rear appendage 
is a pig tail, and the owl’s companion 
in a pea-green boat was a pussycat). 
That gave us 63 total points, just one 
ahead of the second-place team. 
Victory was ours, and 
our $30 in gift cards 
means we’ll be 
back. ■

“We have some very intelligent 
teams. When we made 
the questions easier, they 
complained. We try to be fair 
with the questions.” 
— Deb “Darling Debs” Mincieli
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A new life spirit and  
a new life style right where  
you want it to be. 
Everything you love about living in the Naples 
and Marco Island areas has come together at 
The Arlington—appreciate a new life style at this 
spectacular, new retirement community coming  
to Lely Resort.  

And because The Arlington is open to those of  
all faiths, beliefs and traditions—experience a new 

life spirit of personal growth, optimism and joy  
for the future.  

Learn more about the risk free priority memberships 
offering you some very worthwhile benefits. Call  
The Arlington today at (239) 206-2646 or toll-free 
(866) 986-9690, or visit the new Information and 
Model Center. 

 to give back to the community and 
to children and their families who are 
struggling in life,” he says. 

He kept the concept of Painting My 
Tomorrow close to his heart in hopes 
of helping make something similar hap-

pen again. Now, the 
father of two children 
adds, “I’ve found a 
home for it in the Free-
dom Waters Founda-
tion.” 

For the past few 
months, Freedom 
Waters volunteers have 
encouraged and assisted 
the young recipients of 

their programs in creating 
artwork that will be on exhibit and for 
sale when Painting My Tomorrow takes 
place from 1-4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 14, at the 
Philharmonic Center for the Arts. 

As the kids have worked on their 
art, Mr. Russen has worked on spread-

ing the word about Freedom Waters 
and Painting My Tomorrow. Remem-
bering a story about Mr. Mowen and 
Mr. Antonucci releasing red balloons 
and recording video over San Francis-
co, Berlin, New York City and Paris, 
he contacted them about bringing The 
Balloon Project to Naples as a way to 
create buzz for Painting My Tomor-
row.

Much to his delight, they agreed.
Last week, thousands of red and 

white biodegradable balloons arrived 
to historic Third Street South. They 
are being stored and inflated at Naples 
Backyard History Mini-Museum. Mr. 
Mowen and Mr. Antonucci are expect-
ed to arrive in town Jan. 7.

“My goal is for Third Street South 
and Naples to host the Freedom Waters 
Foundation Balloon Project as an annu-
al event,” Mr. Russen says. “There is 
talk of an additional twist to next year’s 
event, so keep your eyes in the sky.”

Naples was chosen over hundreds of 
requests from citizens around the world 
for The Balloon Project to film their 
cities, Mr. Russen says, adding the cre-
ators relished the idea of the Freedom 
Waters children releasing the balloons 

from the historic Naples Pier.
“It’s extremely special for us to 

have these artists support what we’re 
doing to highlight our foundation, but 
also to highlight our city,” says Debra 
Frenkel, director of the Freedom 
Waters Foundation. “Something like 
this puts Naples in the spotlight and 
focuses people to learn tolerance and 
understanding of others who are dif-
ferent.”

At 2 p.m. Sunday, 50-60 Freedom 
Waters children, led by “the First Lady 
of Historic Naples,” Lavern Norris 
Gaynor, will march down the pier and 
release the balloons. Ms. Gaynor’s par-
ents, Lester and Dellora Norris, funded 
the rebuilding of the pier after Hurri-
cane Donna destroyed it in 1960. 

Balloon Project volunteers will track 
the balloons carrying the camera. Key 
personnel will have two-way radios to 
communicate where the balloons are 
traveling and their final resting place. 
Cruise Naples has volunteered to help 
retrieve the balloons in case they land 
in the water.

From the recovered camera, Mr. 
Mowen and Mr. Antonucci will prepare 
what they expect to be a 15-20-minute 

video to premier on Valentine’s Day at 
Painting My Tomorrow.

Several Third Street South restau-
rants will donate a portion of their 
Sunday lunch sales to Freedom Waters, 
including Sea Salt, Ridgway Bar & 
Grill, Tommy Bahamas and Jane’s Café. 
Numerous retailers are selling honor 
cards for $1 each; shoppers can pur-
chase the cards in honor and respect of 
friends and family, and the cards will be 
displayed at Painting My Tomorrow. 

For more information, visit www.
FreedomWatersFoundation.org or call 
the Freedom Waters Foundation at 248-
1120. ■

BALLOONS
From page 1

RUSSEN

Drug Free Collier invites members of 
the community to a town hall meeting 
and panel discussion about substance 
abuse. 

“Voice of Collier County: The Unspo-
ken Truth About Substance Abuse” will 
take place from 3:30-5 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 13, in the MLK School Administra-

tion Building at 5775 Osceola Trail. 
Lois Thome of WINK News will 

moderate the panel. Keynote speakers 
will be Collier County Sheriff Kevin 
Rambosk and Collier County Schools 
Superintendent Dennis Thompson. 
Major Scott Salley, chief of corrections 
for the Collier County Sheriff’s Office, 

will make the opening remarks, and 
panelists will include attorney Basil 
Bain; Circuit Court Judge Lauren Bro-
die; Susan Kimper, director of psychi-
atric medicine for NCH; pediatrician T. 
Charles Vedder; Marla Ramsey, admin-
istrator, Collier County Public Services 
Division; and Connor Spielmaker, a 

sophomore at Naples High School.
Attendance at the forum is free. To 

RSVP as a guest or to submit a question 
you would like the panel to address, call 
Maribel De Armas, Drug Free Collier 
executive director, at 377-4994 or e-mail 
mdearmas@drufgreecollier.org. ■

Town hall meeting will address substance abuse

“It’s extremely special for us to 
have these artists support what 
we’re doing to highlight our 
foundation, but also to highlight 
our city.” 

— Debra Frenkel, 
director of the Freedom Waters Foundation
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UNDERCOVER HISTORIAN
Common stockholders in a not-so-common community

“Few counties in modern times have 
been created with a smaller population and 
less developed resources in so large an area 
(as Collier County).” That’s according to 
Charles Tebeau in “Florida’s Last Frontier: 
The History of Collier County.”

This county of Collier became a political 
unit on May 8, 1923, when the Florida leg-
islature carved out a piece of Lee County 
under the Rule of Senatorial Courtesy. This 
new area consisting of 2,035 square miles 
(about 1 million acres, or three times the 
size of Lake Okeechobee) was named after 
Barron Gift Collier.  

Mr. Collier established Everglades City 
(formerly called Everglade) as the tempo-
rary capital city of his Florida holdings. 
The area required great vision, manage-
ment and imagination — all of which were 
also inherent characteristics of the owner 
of the Consolidated Street Railway Adver-
tising Company.

A “git-’er-done” kind of man, Mr. Collier 
made sure the first meeting of the Collier 
County Commissioners commenced two 
months later, on July 7, 1923, with five appoin-
tees named by Florida Gov. Cary Hardee, 
all hand-picked (of course) by Mr. Col-
lier. They were: George Washington Storter, 
founder of Everglade and resident since 
1887; James Madison Barfield, a resident of 
Caxambus (part of Marco Island); William 
Collier, whose family founded Marco Island 
(no relation to Barron); Jack T. Taylor of 
the Deep Lake Fruit Company (Hwy 29); 
and Immokalee cattleman Adolphus “Dottie” 
Carson (some say a relative of Kit Carson).

Among the new commission-
ers’ first orders of business was 
the issuing of a $300,000 bond 
(guaranteed by Mr. Collier) 
so that work on the Tamiami 
Trail could commence.  

The same legislature that 
created the county of Collier in 
1923 also authorized the incor-
poration of the city of Naples. 
The first Town Council meet-
ing took place on Aug. 13, 1925. 
Mayor Speed Menefee ran that 
meeting and concluded it in 
about 15 minutes. (It seems 
Mr. Menefee and Mr. Collier 
shared that git-’er-done phi-
losophy.)

Part of the fun
Part of the fun as your 

Undercover Historian is going 
through old files, seeing things 
that catch my eye and telling 
the story. One such story is inspired by a 
pamphlet called “A Statement to the Com-
mon (Taxpayers) Stockholders (There Are 
No Preferred) of Collier County, Florida” 
published by the Board of County Commis-
sioners on Nov. 1, 1953. The commissioners 
were: W.J. Janes of Copeland, D.C. Brown 
of Immokalee, J.M Davidson of Everglades 
City, R.A. Griffin of Marco Island and 
Lorenzo Walker of Naples.

Mr. Janes has a 12.5-mile-long scenic road 
named after him in a town that was named 
for the engineer (Mr. Copeland) whose 
job, per Mr. Collier, was to complete the 
Tamiami Trail as well as establish the com-
munity of Everglades City.

Mr. Walker had a school named after 
him — one that’s not predicated purely on 
“book learning,” Lorenzo Walker Institute.

Mr. Brown was a descendent of the 
founding families of Immokalee.

Details about Mr. Davidson and Mr. 
Griffin are not so easily found, but I’m still 
looking. That’s part of the Undercover His-
torian’s mission, as well as part of the fun.

2010’s board of directors
Today, the territory represented by the 

Board of Directors of the Collier County 
Commission is divided into five districts, 
which are represented by: Donna Fiala, 
District 1; Frank Halas, District 2; Tom 

Henning, District 3; Fred Coyle, 
District 4; and Jim Coletta, Dis-
trict 5. Somehow, district num-
bers aren’t as personal as nam-
ing the actual township from 
which they come.

In a recent meeting with Ms. 
Fiala, I learned that she is one 
of only four women to have 
served as a county commis-
sioner. When I showed her the 
photo of the 1953 commission-
ers included in the “Common 
Stockholders” pamphlet men-
tioned above, Ms. Fiala sighed 
and said, “Come with me.”  
She led me to Commissioners’ 
Alley (the hallway lined with 
photos that leads into the com-
mission chambers). She asked 
if I noticed anything unusual 
in the photos and then pointed 
out three frames — one with-
out any photograph at all, and 

two containing photos of people who were 
not actually commissioners.

Ms. Fiala asked if Naples Backyard His-
tory would help find photographs of the 
men that rightfully belong in those frames. 
Now I’m asking you, as Common Stock-
holders in Collier County, to join the fun 
and help us locate pictures of these “lost-
but-not-forgotten” commissioners: 

• Fred Philips (January 1923-February 
1925)

• John T. Taylor (1923-1925)
• F.C Morgan (January 1927-April 1927).
E-mail any information to me at sfibo-

lin@aol.com or call the Naples Backyard 
History Mini-Museum at 594-2978. ■

BY LOIS BOLIN____________________
Special to Florida Weekly

DR. PETER J. CURCIONE
• Osteopathic physician
• Board certified orthopaedic surgeon
• Specializing in minimally invasive
hip replacement surgery

2745 Swamp Cabbage Court, Suite 305, Fort Myers, FL 33901
3400 Lee Boulevard, Suite 105, Lehigh Acres, FL 33971 • (239) 368-8277

R E L I E V I N G P A I N . R E S T O R I N G M O B I L I T Y. • A P A R T N E R O F A T H L E T I C O R T H O P A E D I C R E C O N S T R U C T I O N C E N T E R

FREE EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR

TO ATTEND THE FREE SEMINAR,
PLEASE CALL (239) 368-8277, EXT. 2302.

REFRESHMENTS
WILL BE SERVED.
SPACE IS LIMITED.

Are you concerned about loss of mobility and lifestyle?

Are you suffering from hip pain?

LEADING ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON PETER CURCIONE IS NOW
OFFERING A LESS INVASIVE APPROACH TO HIP REPLACEMENT THAT
GETS YOU BACK TO YOUR ACTIVE LIFESTYLE MORE QUICKLY.

• “Muscle-friendly”
• Less invasive

• Less pain
• Less scarring

• Faster
recovery

THE BENEFITS OF ANTERIOR APPROACH
TO HIP REPLACEMENT INCLUDE:

When: Thurs., Jan. 21, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Where: Gulf Coast Medical Center
13681 Doctor’s Way Fort Myers, FL 33912

• Total Joint Replacement
• Direct Anterior Approach to
Hip Replacement

• Minimally Invasive Total
Joint Surgery

• Custom Fit Knee Replacement
• Partial Knee Replacement

• Hip Resurfacing
• Advanced Arthroscopic
Surgery of the Knee
and Shoulder

• Hand Surgery
• Sports Medicine
• General Orthopaedics

SPECIALTIES INCLUDE:

COURTESY PHOTOS

The cover of the 1953 annual report to the taxpayers of Collier County, 
above left, and a photo from page 2 of the publication. The men are, 
front row: Commissioners R.A. Griffin and Lorenzo Walker; middle row: 
Commission Chairman J.M. Davidson and County Clerk Ed Scott; back 
row: Commissioners W.J. Janes and D.C. Brown.
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It’s a new year!
Thinking of a new look?
It’s amazing how a new 

area rug can change your 
surroundings.  Whether 

it’s a 2x3 or a 15x18, 
Hadinger Rug Gallery has 

the perfect size for
you in stock.

Take advantage
of our  Free In-Home 

Consultation!

01- -10

The Naples Historical Society announces 
its 2010 lineup of Garden Side Chickee Chats. 
The free presentations take place from 11 a.m. 
to noon in the Chickee Pavilion in The Nor-
ris Gardens at Palm Cottage. Reservations 
are recommended, as seating is limited. 

• Friday, Jan. 29: “Naples Oral Histo-
ries: Tomorrow’s Old Timers” — Neapolitan 
youth from circa 1950s talk about what it was 
like to grow up here back then.  Guests will be 
Ray Carroll, Lodge McKee and Nick Turner.

• Friday, Feb. 12: “Archaeological Land-
scapes of Naples” — The city’s physical 
evolution is directly connected to what 
Naples has become today. Learn from one 
of the best authorities in town, John Beri-
ault, past president of the NHS and archae-
ologist for the Archaeological & Historical 
Conservancy Inc.

Palm Cottage ‘chickee chats’ set for season

The Naples Historical Society’s 2010 
Historic Homes Tour is set to begin at 
10 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 20, at historic Palm 
Cottage. From there, society docents will 
lead a tour to three beautifully restored 
historic homes nearby.

The homes, among the oldest and 
most historic in Naples are affectionately 
known as Mandalay, Palm Villa (the old 
DuPont Estate) and Martha’s Cottage. 

Each tells an important story about the 
importance of preservation.

The 2010 Historic Homes Tour will 
culminate with a luncheon in The Norris 
Gardens at Palm Cottage.

Tickets are $200 per person. Space is 
limited, and early reservations are encour-
aged. To be included in the mailing list for 
invitation, call 261-8164.

The NHS receives no government 

funding and relies on membership dues 
and donations. 

Palm Cottage is at 137 12th Avenue 
South, one block east of the Naples Pier. 
Regular hours at the cottage and The 
Norris Gardens are 1-4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday. Admission is $8 per 
person. For more information, call the 
above number or visit www.NaplesHis-
toricalSociety.org.  ■

Now is the time to sign up for Historic Homes Tour

• Friday, Feb. 26: “Edison, Ford and 
Friends” — Learn how two of America’s 
greatest inventors, Thomas Edison and 
Henry Ford, met and traveled together.
Presenter is Chris Pendleton, president and 

CEO of the Estates.
The Naples Historical Society is head-

quartered at historic Palm Cottage, 137 
12th Avenue South, one block east of the 
Naples Pier. Palm Cottage and The Norris 

Gardens at Palm Cottage are open from 1-4 
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. Suggested 
donation is $8 per person.

For more information, call 261-8164 or 
visit www.NaplesHistoricalSociety.org.  ■
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Stock market springs from pirate ‘industry’
In Somalia, which is without a central 

government to speak of and where very 
little functions beyond an Islamic resis-
tance and individual warlords’ fiefdoms, 
a robust “stock market” has emerged in 
the city of Haradheere for “investors” in 
the seagoing pirate “industry,” to raise 
money and supplies for kidnappers in 
exchange for a share of the bounty once 

a ransom is paid. According to a Decem-
ber Reuters dispatch, 72 “companies” are 
listed on the exchange, enabling “venture 
capital” to fund greater piracy traffic and 
more sophisticated looting. There even 
seems to be a financial “bubble” at work, 
in that since the “exchange” opened, 
pirates’ ransoms have doubled to about 
$4 million per ship. ■

Least competent criminals
➤ Andre Stoltzfus, 17, was arrested 

in Saugerties, N.Y., in October after he 
allegedly counterfeited a $1 bill that a 
family member later used toward the 
purchase of a pack of cigarettes. 

➤ Bandanna-clad Jason Zacchi, 27, 
was arrested in Dearborn Heights, 
Mich., in November after, according to 

police, pointing a shotgun at a Wendy’s 
employee at the drive-in window and 
demanding money. Moments later, the 
shift manager angrily approached the 
window and yelled at Zacchi, “What 
the hell are you doing?” (The manager 
had recognized Zacchi through his ban-
danna. Zacchi is her son.) ■

People with issues
Sara Foss, 39, the mother of 13 in 

Derby, England, who is scheduled to 
deliver No. 14 in March, told the Daily 
Mail in November of her vow to con-
tinue getting pregnant until she fulfills 
her desire to have twins. Her longtime, 
live-in boyfriend works as a boat-build-

er, but their main income is government 
benefits worth the equivalent of about 
$80,000 annually. (Foss, apparently also 
a fan of literature and movies, has kids 
named Artemus, Morpheus, Voorhees, 
Baudelaire, Blackbird, Echo, Malachai 
and Frodo.)  ■

Questionable judgments
➤ Michael Sampson, who was in court 

in Salina, Kan., in November merely on 
charges of littering and driving with a 
suspended license, was arrested after a 
judge spotted him at the defense table, 
making threatening gestures to witnesses. 
Sampson was seen holding his thumb and 
fingers in the shape of a gun, “firing” at 
a witness, and making a slashing motion 
across his neck. 

➤ In November, Father Joe Vetter, head 
of Duke University’s Catholic Center, 
criticized a research team seeking student 
volunteers on female attitudes toward 
sex toys and paraphernalia. Father Vetter 
said the project would affect students “in 
this development phase (of their lives), 
and I don’t think it’s a good developmen-
tal practice to just tell somebody to just 
sit around and masturbate.” ■

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
BY CHUCK SHEPHERD

DISTRIBUTED BY UNIVERSAL PRESS SYNDICATE

Karma
➤ Shannon Broome, 15, of Jackson-

ville, Fla., with her leg in a cast and still 
laid up from a June rollover accident 
in an SUV, was hit again in December 
when another out-of-control SUV came 
through her bedroom wall and re-broke 
the leg (among other injuries inflicted). 

➤ Recently, at the Abergele Hospital 

in North Wales, Geraint Woolford, 52, 
was moved into a room to await a partial 
knee replacement and discovered that 
his roommate was Geraint Woolford, 
77, who was awaiting a hip replacement. 
According to a December report in the 
Daily Mail, they are not related, but both 
are retired police officers.  ■

Latest religious messages
➤ Since March 2008, the Cathedral of 

Christ the King in Phoenix has been ring-
ing its bells every half-hour, 24 hours a day, 
enraging neighbors, and a showdown with 
city officials was looming at press time, 
according to ABC News. 

➤ Atlanta municipal bus driver Leroy 
Matthews was suspended in November 
for a recent incident in which he suddenly 
stopped the bus and refused to open the 
doors until the alighting passenger joined 
hands with him in prayer. 

➤ The Scranton (Pa.) Diocese, needing 
confession: Father Edward Lyman of the 
diocese was removed as a parish admin-
istrator in November after he inadver-
tently (using his personal computer dur-
ing early Mass) clicked on photos of four 
bare-chested young men in provocative 
poses. Also in November, the diocese dis-
avowed Father Virgil Tetherow’s behavior 
for offering Mass at a breakaway church in 
York, Pa., and too-aggressively protesting 
at a Planned Parenthood clinic (incidents 

on top of Tetherow’s 2005 conviction on a 
charge that was originally child porn pos-
session but downgraded in a plea agree-
ment). And yet another diocese priest, 
Father Robert Timchak, waived a prelimi-
nary hearing in November on charges of 
having child porn on his computer. 

➤ Rev. Marc Grizzard, pastor of the 
Amazing Grace Baptist Church in Canton, 
N.C., staged an October book-burning of 
“Satan’s” literature, including works by 
Mother Teresa and Rev. Billy Graham and 
any Bible besides the original King James 
version. (2) In October, Mikey Weinstein, 
a former military lawyer who served in the 
Reagan White House, filed a lawsuit against 
Gordon Klingenschmitt, head of a Dallas 
chaplains’ association, to stop Klingen-
schmitt from publicly reciting Bible verses 
implying a smiting of Weinstein, along 
with Weinstein’s family and descendants 
for 10 generations. Said Klingenschmitt: “I 
never prayed for anyone’s death. All I did 
was quote the Scriptures.”  ■

➤ Clarification: Five weeks ago, News 
of the Weird reported that HoneyBaked 
Ham had fired Richard Huether, manager 
of its Cary, N.C., store, while he was still 
recuperating from being shot in a robbery 
of the store. The report noted that among 
the hardships of now being unemployed, his 

health insurance premium (under COBRA) 
would thus become steeply expensive. 
However, following the publication of the 
WRAL-TV story on which the News of 
the Weird report was based, HoneyBaked 
decided to prepay Huether’s COBRA 
expenses for the next 18 months. ■

10154 Heritage Bay Blvd.

Naples, FL  34120

(East of I-75 off Immokalee Rd.)

www.golfheritagebay.com

Call 239-384-6166

Heritage Bay

Reservations Needed

Call 384-6166 

Sunday Brunch $11.95

We cater to all 

types of events

Brides, Celebrate 

your special day 

with us! 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

“Try the most beautiful 
dining room in town”
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TOWN HALL
DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER SERIES

Why Israel Matters 
Wednesday, January 13, 6:00 pm

Ehud Olmert, Former Israeli Prime Minister (2006-2009)

The Special Moderated Event
Tuesday, February 16, 6:00 pm 

George W. Bush, 43rd President of the United States
Jeb Bush, 43rd Governor of the State of Florida

Jim Angle, Fox News – Moderator

The Hidden Met
Sunday, February 28, 6:00 pm 

The Story Behind the Metropolitan’s Exhibitions & Acquisitions

Philippe de Montebello, Director Emeritus, 
Metropolitan Museum of Art

Insight on Modern Life & Culture
Friday, March 26, 6:00 pm

Malcolm Gladwell, Modern Social Reformer & Author, “Outliers”
Adam Gopnik, Author and Essayist for “The New Yorker”

Your tax-deductible subscription helps broaden and enrich the lives of 
children throughout Southwest Florida. We encourage participation in
public service and civic activities by promoting understanding of the 

mechanisms of state, local and the U.S. government.

Series of Four Lectures: $550.00*
1 Ticket, 4 lectures. Reserved seating. 

Lecture/Dinner: $1,275.00**
1 Ticket, 4 lectures, cocktail reception, dinner, 45-min. Q&A. Reserved seating. 

Benefactors: $4,500.00**
2 Tickets, 4 lectures, priority reserved seating, cocktail reception, dinner, 45 min.
Q&A. Invitation to dine with a guest speaker. Access to private pre-event receptions.

Business Benefactors: $5,500.00**
2 Tickets, 4 lectures, priority reserved seating, cocktail reception, dinner, 45 min.
Q&A. Access to private pre-event receptions. Quarter page ad in all programs. 

*Price includes 6% FL sales tax.  **Less dinner and cocktail value received.

Ehud Olmert

Philippe de Montebello Malcolm Gladwell Adam Gopnik

George W. Bush Jeb Bush

AT THE NAPLES GRANDE BEACH RESORT

Call 239.596.6524
or log onto our website for support or subscription information

www.NaplesDistinguishedSpeakers.org

Photo credit: Wild Bill Meton Images

Jim Angle

Christian women
welcome members, 
guests to luncheons
The Naples Christian Women’s Club 

holds its next luncheon meeting from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, Jan. 8, at Quail Creek 
Country Club. Doors open at 10:30 a.m. for 
socializing. 

Bring your “just not you” costume jew-
elry for the silent auction/fundraiser. Guest 
speaker Carolyn Ersig will present “No 
Orphans or Missing Earrings in this Family.”

Cost is $23 for members and guests. 
The February meeting will be a Garden 

Party & Fashion Show from 11:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Friday, Feb. 5, at The Ritz-Carlton, 
Naples. Fashions will be by Charivari of The 
Village on Venetian Bay. Billie Dean & Dawn 
will entertain, and guest speaker Deanna 
Hansen-Doying will discuss “Finding the 
Balance Between Prudence and Whimsy.”

Cost is $50 for members and guests.
For reservations to either the January 

or February meeting, call Roberta McFar-
land at 591-2074 or e-mail robertamcfar-
land00@comcast.net. 

For more information about the club 
and its activities, visit www.cwcfl.net.  ■

Fire districts, EMS
are topic for League
of Women Voters

The League of Women Voters of Collier 
County is a nonpartisan political organiza-
tion that encourages informed and active 
participation in government and influ-
ences public policy through education and 
advocacy. Membership is open to women 
and men. 

Members and the public are welcome 
at monthly meetings that take place on 
the second Monday at the Collier Athletic 
Club. Meeting attendance is free. A buffet 
lunch beginning at noon is $20 for league 
members and $25 for others. Each month’s 
program begins at 1 p.m. Here is the 2010 
schedule:

• Jan. 11: “Pre-Hospital Care in Collier 
Today: What Changes Would Fire District 
Consolidation Bring?” — Helping to sort 
out the issues involved in merging two 
or more of Collier County’s nine fire dis-
tricts as well as challenges to the current 
status of Emergency Medical Services is 
a panel of key stakeholders: Jim Burke, 
commissioner, North Naples Fire Control 
and Rescue District; Donna Fiala, Col-
lier County commissioner, District 1; Dr. 
Robert Tober, director, Collier County 
Emergency Medical Services; and Jorge 
Aguilera, deputy chief of medical services 
and community relations, North Naples 
Fire Control and Rescue District.

• Feb. 8: “Update on the State of Flori-
da’s Everglades Land Purchase” 

• March 8: “Hot Topic in the Local 
Justice System”

• April 12: “On the Road to Citizenship: 
A Look Inside” with immigration attorney 
Casey Wolff

For reservations, phone 263-4656 or 
e-mail hospitality@lwvcolliercounty.org. 

Deadline for lunch reservations is 5 p.m. 
the Thursday before each meeting.  ■

Press club will hear 
about Immokalee 
project and book 

Members and guests of The Naples 
Press Club will enjoy a multimedia pre-
sentation by photographer Brynn Bruijn 
and press club member Phil Beuth about 
their work on “Images of Hope,” a photo-
graphic exhibit and book about Immoka-
lee. The exhibit currently hangs at the 
Naples Museum of Art, where the 175-page 
book is for sale to benefit The Immokalee 
Foundation. The meeting begins at noon 
Wednesday, Jan. 13, in the community 
room at the Naples Daily News. Admis-
sion of $25 includes luncheon. RSVP by 
e-mailing rsvp@naplespressclub.org.  ■

Save the date for 
Zonta fashion show
The Zonta Club of Naples will hold its 

Spring Fashion Show and Fundraiser for 
PACE Center for Girls, Immokalee, and the 
Naples Teenage Parenting Program at 11 
a.m. Friday, March 26, at The Strand Coun-
try Club. Tickets are $80. For more infor-
mation and reservations, call 598-9058.  ■

Chess players
make their moves 

at Mercato
The Southwest Florida Chess Club 

invites players of all ages and abilities 
to gather at Books-A-Million at Mercato 
from 1:30-5 p.m. on Saturdays. Club found-
er Greg Gordon says USCF members 
and non-members are welcome, as are 
novice, intermediate and expert players, 
for causal and tournament play. For more 
information, call Mr. Gordon at 898-0458 
or e-mail swflchess@yahoo.com.  ■

Get acquainted 
with the Naples

Newcomers Club
The Naples Newcomers Club is designed 

to help women who have been permanent 
residents of Naples for no more than five 
years meet and develop friendships with 
others who are new to the area. Members 
encourage one another to learn about 
Naples, its culture and lifestyle and to 
develop friendships by sharing interests 
and hobbies with each other.

The club holds a luncheon meeting 
on the second Thursday of each month, 
year ’round. Orientation for prospective 
members is held on the first Thursday of 
every month.

Groups within the club meet for outings 
and to share varied interests, from mah 
jongg and duplicate bridge to gourmet 
cooking and discussions about philosophy.

For more information, call 298-4083 or 
visit www.naplesnewcomers.com.  ■

CLUB NOTES

The 15th annual Celebration of Life to 
benefit Avow Hospice takes place from 
noon to 5 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 9, at Stan’s 
Idle Hour Restaurant in Goodland. Ded-
icated to the memory of loved ones, 

the celebration features entertainment, 
games, raffles and door prizes. Admis-
sion is free, and all are welcome. For 
more information, call Bonnie Dinger 
at 649-3686.  ■

The annual Greek Festival at St. Kath-
erine’s Greek Orthodox Church is set 
for Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 
29-31. The all-day fun includes Greek 
food and wine, live music and dance per-

formances plus raffle prizes and much 
more. Admission is $3 per person, which 
children younger than 12 admitted free. 
The church is at 7100 Airport Road N. 
For more information, call 591-3430.  ■

Stan’s Idle Hour celebrates life with Avow Hospice

St. Katherine’s church goes Greek again



NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLY    www.FloridaWeekly.com WEEK OF JANUARY 7-13, 2010    NEWS    A15

The public is invited to the next 
meeting of Gulf Coast Sailing Club to 
hear Naples’ own Trevor Moore and 
his teammate Erik Storck talk about 
their lives on the campaign trail with 
sights set on a spot in the 2012 Summer 
Olympics in London, England.

Both members of the US Sailing 
Team, they will be fresh from the 49er 
World Championships, which ends 
Saturday, Jan. 9, in the Bahamas. In the 
past year they have raced their 49er in 
Miami, Spain, The Netherlands, Ger-
many, Italy, Croatia and England.

A native Neapolitan and 2003 gradu-
ate of Community School of Naples, 
Mr. Moore began sailing at the age of 7 
in a learn-to-sail program at the Naples 
Sailing Center. He was encouraged and 
supported in his love for the sport by 
his father, John Moore, who purchased 
him an Optimist dinghy. It was through 
the Optimist that Mr. Moore and Mr. 
Storck met, as youngsters competing 
in numerous national and international 
events.

After graduating from Hobart and 

William Smith Colleges in upstate New 
York in 2008, they decided to join 
forces and start an Olympic campaign 
in the 49er, a double-trapeze skiff that’s 
regarded as the fastest and most excit-
ing sailboat to race in the Olympics. 
The two share a dream to win an 
Olympic medal, and to do so, they 
know they must spend a vast amount 
of time on the water training, they 
must be at peak physical condition, 
they must keep their equipment in 
perfect working order and they must 
be mentally and emotionally sound so 
as to make good decisions in the heat 
of the race.

Accomplishing these keys to success 
requires extensive planning, travel, 
hard work and, not least, finances.  

The Gulf Coast Sailing Club meet-
ing will serve as a fundraiser for the 
sailors’ effort. It begins with a skipper/
crew mixer at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 
13, at The Naples Beach Hotel & Golf 
Club. Mr. Moore and Mr. Storck will 
speak at 7:30 p.m. Admission is a dona-
tion of $10.

For more infor-
mation, visit www.
storckmooresail-
ing.com for video, 
photos and blogs 
from the sailors in 
action at training 
camps and events. 
E-mail questions or 
requests to team@
storckmooresailing.
com. Finally, find 
the team on Face-
book, group name 
Storck/Moore Sail-
ing and Twitter at 
www.twitter.com/
storckmooresail. ■

Sailing club welcomes Olympic 
hopefuls for fundraiser

Cedar Montessori School Inc. is a not for profit, non discriminatory establishment as it relates to staff and stu-
dents.  License # 087667

Golf
      Classic

Celebrating

 25 Years

Established 1984

239-597-7190
www.cedarmontessori.org

Cedar Montessori School

January 15, 2010
Hosted by:

HHA299992099
Services Available Nationwide

You now have a choice to keep a frail, aging person in their own
home and out of a nursing home. Let our professional Care
Managers and their integrated team of SeniorBridge Caregivers
provide care in your home 24/7.

Benefits of SeniorBridge:
• Reduced hospitalizations 
• Better overall physical health
• Improved quality of life
• Less family stress 

SeniorBridge.com

5621 Strand Blvd.
Suite 301 • Naples

(239) 594-5004

14260 Metropolis Ave. 
Suite 103 • Fort Myers

(239) 561-7100

Living Safely in the Comfort of Your Home

Collier County
(239)-430-8300
(239)-213-0355
HHA299991482

Lee County
(239)-561-7100
HHA299992947

Charlotte County
(941)-205-2956
HHA299992099

Serving Lee, Collier & Charlotte counties

239-261-7157 • www.WynnsOnline.com • 141 Ninth Street North • Naples

For over 70 years offering Wholeseome fresh products 
to our customers. Wynns is now carrying a large 

selection of Natural, Organic, and Gluten-Free products.

Free with a $50.00 
Grocery Order

Mids Homestyle Pasta Sauce
32 oz. jar • $5.99 Value 

With Coupon

Free with a $60.00 
Grocery Order

from Italy 
Campanile Pinot Grigio

750 ml • $10.99 retail
With Coupon

COURTESY PHOTO

Olympic hopefuls 
Erik Storck, left, and 

Trevor Moore, 
after the Sail for 

Gold race in Wey-
mouth, England, in 

September 2009

20,000 Sq. Ft. Showroom! Voted Best Furniture Store!

E
MODEL FURNITURE OUTLET

239-434-2227 MON. - FRI. 10-6
SAT. 10-23573 MERCANTILE AVE., NAPLES, FLxpressions

Expressions In Design, Inc.
Award Winning Interior Design Firm

FL LIC #ID0001867
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Collier County Domestic Animal Ser-
vices cares for about 7,000 animals each 
year, many of which are lost pets picked 
up as strays. A new fee policy makes it 
easier for owners to claim their beloved 
lost pets.

Effective Jan. 1, owners can take your 
lost pet home from DAS for no charge as 
long as the animal has a current county 
pet license and is claimed by the end of 
next business day after impoundment. 
Information with the pet’s license 
serves as proof of ownership.

Previously, owners claiming lost pets 
had to pay an impoundment fee ($25-
$225) plus a daily boarding fee ($10), 
without exception. Under the new 
policy, impound fees and board-
ing fees will only apply to unli-
censed pets and to licensed pets 
not claimed by the second 
day of impoundment. Col-
lier County requires man-
datory spay/neuter and micro 
chipping at the owner’s expense 
for reclaimed cats and dogs, and 
these rules continue to apply.

It is more important than ever 
to license your cats and dogs with 

Collier County DAS, not only because it 
is the law, but because it will assist with 
the goal of reconnecting families with lost 
animals. A county license is a free ride 
home for a lost pet.

Other fee changes at DAS include an 
increased cost to license unaltered cats or 
dogs that are over 1 year old. The license 
fee has increased from $30 to $60, but 
owners will receive a refund of $50 if they 

have their pet spayed or neutered 
within 30 days.

DAS encourages pet own-
ers to make use of the new 
independent, nonprofit Col-

lier Spay Neuter Clinic, which 
offers high-quality, low-cost 
spay and neuter surgeries to 
the public. In some instances, 
getting your pet fixed may be 
less expensive than licensing it 

at the unaltered rate.
For more information about 

DAS’s fees and policies, visit 
www.collierpets.com. Month-

ly shelter statistics about pets 
received and their outcomes 
are posted at www.collier-
gov.net. ■

The Humane Society Naples teams 
up with Gulf Coast Runners and invites 
locals to lace-up those doggies for the 
fourth annual Run for the Paws 5K walk/
run Saturday, Jan. 30, at Naples Municipal 
Airport.

The first 300 registrants will receive 
commemorative T-shirts and goodie bags. 
Visit www.RunForthePaws.com and reg-
ister online. Registration is $20 per per-
son prior to Jan. 20, $25 Jan. 21-29 and $30 
on the day of the event. Late registration/
check-in begins at 7 a.m. at the Civil Air 
Patrol (360 Aviation Drive South). 

The race starts at 8 a.m. on North Road, 
just south of Radio Road at Airport-Pull-
ing Road. The route circumnavigates the 
airport and ends at the Civil Air Patrol. 
Awards will be given to participating 
pups and to overall male and female and 
top three in each of several age groups.

Participants are requested (but not 
required) to bring a donation the pets 
at The Humane Society Naples. Paper 
towels, laundry detergent, hand sanitizer, 
dryer sheets, cat litter and canned dog 
and cat food are the most needed items.

Runners are welcome to bring their 
dogs, but pets must be leashed at all times 

and current with vaccinations. They 
should not interfere with other pets or 
runners and should be physically able 
to run the distance. A special request 
this year is that runners with pets use a 
straight leash, not retractable, because of 
entanglement issues last year. All runners 
with pets will begin and stay at the rear of 
the group during the duration.

Last year’s race drew 650 registrants 
(including more than 100 dogs) and raised 
$8,950 and about 50 pounds of pet sup-
plies for The Humane Society Naples.

For information about sponsorship 
opportunities associated with the run, call 
Andy Reed at 643-1880, ext. 21, or e-mail 
andy@hsnaples.org. ■

Collier County tag is a free
ride home for lost pets

Pups and their people can register now 
for fourth annual Run for the Paws 5K

Vanities 
from 

$399

5 pc. Patio Sets 
from

$350

some exclusions may apply

... where you’re treated like  

www.bettervision.net

Our premium lens implants offer you a full range of vision - 
near, intermediate, and distance.
Fort Myers 418-0999 Cape Coral 542-4123 Lehigh Acres 369-2010
Punta Gorda 505-2020 Naples 430-3939
Cataract surgery is covered by Medicare & most insurances.

JONATHAN M. 
FRANTZ, MD, FACS
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Before 12pm 
18 Holes $42 /  9 Holes $28
After 12pm & Weekends 

18 Holes $37 / 9 Holes $25
After 4pm

Unlimited Golf $25
Club Rentals 

18 Holes $20 / 9 Holes $15
Golf Rates effective 1/04/10

Pro Shop Hours
Open 7 Days. 7am-7:45pm

Carts in at 11pm

Call for Tee Times

417-1313
16161 E. Tamiami Trail

(Five Miles East on Hwy. 41 from SR 951)

The 14th annual Mardi Gras-Goodland 
Boat Parade sets sail at 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 13, from mile market G15 near 
Moran’s Pass Bridge. Grand marshal 
Stan Gober will lead the flotilla through 
Buzzard’s Bay South (Goodland Harbor) 
and circumnavigate the island before 
dropping anchor at Coon Key Marina. 

The theme is advertising, and boaters 
are encouraged to decorate their craft to 

reflect anything relating to products and 
their slogans, jingles, commercials or the 
celebrities who endorse them.

Funds from registration, T-shirt sales, 
raffles and auctions will be donated to 
the Marco Island office of Avow Hos-
pice Inc.

For more information, call Elaine 
Ritchie at 642-8356 or visit www.mardi-
grasgoodland.com. ■

Float plan filed for Mardi Gras-
Goodland Boat Parade

Men of Distinction 
tourney precedes ACE 

Group Classic
The Education Foundation of Collier 

County’s Men of Distinction Golf Tour-
nament tees off Friday, Feb. 5, at The 
Quarry, host of the 2010 ACE Group 
Classic. Held in conjunction with the 
Men of Distinction awards on Feb. 10, the 
tournament is sponsored by The Jour-
nals, the ACE Group Classic and Hilton 
Naples.

Registration and lunch begin at 12:30 
p.m., followed by a shotgun start at 1:30 
p.m. An awards ceremony and buffet din-
ner immediately follow the tournament. 
Top prize in the Closest-to-the Pin Shoo-
tout is an Official Pro-Am spot in The 
ACE Group Classic the following week.  

Participation is $900 for a foursome, 
which includes a hole sponsorship (while 
available), or $200 per player. For registra-
tion and more information, call the Educa-
tion Foundation at 643-4755 or visit www.
EducationForCollier.org.  ■

Arthrex, TIB Bank 
sponsor Care 
Mobile Classic

The Ronald McDonald Care Mobile 
program announces Arthrex Inc. has 
signed on as exclusive tournament 

sponsor and TIB Banks as reception 
sponsor for the fourth annual Care 
Mobile Classic set for Tuesday, April 6, 
at Quail West. 

Sign-ups for foursomes and addition-
al sponsorships for the marathon-style 
tournament are available now. For infor-
mation, contact Kristen Abreu at 658-
3029 or kabreu@collier.org.  ■

Date set for biennial 
Founders Fund 

tournament
The Founders Fund Inc. will hold 

its 2010 Biennial Ed Brennan Memorial 
Golf Tournament on Monday, April 12, 
at The Club Pelican Bay. The tourna-
ment is the main fundraiser for scholar-
ships awarded to 25 Collier County high 
school graduates based on financial need 
and academic merit.

There are many ways to be a part of 
the tournament, from being a player or 

sponsor to donating items for the 
raffle and silent auction. Dona-

tions can be accepted up until 
the day of the tournament. 
Sponsors receive two play-
ing spots and four places at 
the awards dinner.
For more information, call 

Sue Davenport at 593-0124 or 
597-0086 or visit www.thefounder-
sfundinc.org.  ■

GOLF TOURNEYS Save a Life  
Th is New Year.

To make a donation, please call 239-985-3550 
or visit www.LeeMemorial.org/Foundation 

Lee Memorial Health System Foundation is 
the fundraising arm of Lee Memorial Health 

System and supports lifesaving programs and 
care in our six-hospital system.
As a “safety-net” health system, we treat all pa-
tients, regardless of their ability to pay for our 
services.  Lee Memorial Health System depends 
on the philanthropic support of our community 
to continue to provide excellence in medical care 
to all who call Southwest Florida home.  
Among a myriad of services — including high-
level cardiac and stroke care — we house the 
only Children’s Hospital between Tampa and 
Miami and provide hope and healing to those 
treated at our comprehensive Regional Cancer 
Center located in Fort Myers.    
We hope you will join us in our lifesaving mission.
Call 239-985-3550 or take time to visit 
www.LeeMemorial.org/Foundation to make 
a year-end gift that will help save the lives of 
people in our community. 
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HEALTHY LIVING
Now hear this:

Big things come in small packages

The typical sounds most of us take for 
granted — wind whistling through the palms, 
a garbage truck rumbling by, the ring tone of 
a cell phone — are like gold to the hearing 
impaired. For them, tiny new hearing aids 
packed with the latest digital technology can 
deliver the message loud and clear.

Though more expensive than conven-
tional analog hearing aids, which just make 
everything louder, digital hearing aids help 
the wearer understand sounds better.

Audiologist April Royan of Decibels Audi-
ology and Hearing Aid Center explains that 
regular hearing aids often lack high frequen-
cy, which results in the wearer being able to 
hear vowels, perhaps, but not consonants. 
“Because vowel sounds are low frequency 
and consonants are high frequency, every-
thing can seem loud but still be difficult to 
understand. Words like dog, fog and log can 
be hard to decipher.”

A good hearing aid provides clarity as well 
as volume — without making the guy behind 

BY KELLY MERRITT____________________
Special To Florida Weekly

you as loud as the person you’re looking at 
and listening to, Ms. Royan adds.

How we hear
Every part of the ear has an important 

job in the complicated hearing process. The 
outer ear collects and directs sound into the 
ear canal, causing the eardrum to vibrate. 
Three tiny bones in the middle ear direct the 
vibrations into the inner ear, which contains 
fluid full of thousands of tiny specialized 
cells. These cells send electrical impulses 
along a hearing nerve for the brain to read, 
allowing us to perceive sound. 

Conductive and sensorineural are the two 
most common forms of hearing loss. Con-
ductive hearing loss can be the result of 
outer ear canal blockage, a perforated ear-
drum, middle ear infection or a disease of 
any of the three middle ear bones.

Most patients with conductive hearing 
loss report a full or plugged sensation in 
their ears and usually hear well if the sound 
is loud enough. This type of hearing loss 
often can be corrected with medical and/or 
surgical intervention.

Sensorineural hearing loss can be caused 
by a disturbance of inner ear circulation or 
fluid pressure or from disturbances of nerve 
transmission. Such impairments are most 
commonly caused by age-related changes 
in the inner ear or nerve endings. While not 
correctable by medicine or surgery, sen-
sorineural hearing loss rarely causes deaf-
ness and can usually be treated with the help 
of hearing aids.

A person with a sensorineural hearing loss 
may be able to hear people talking, but will 
have difficulty understanding what is being 
said. Increasing the loudness of speech does 
not always provide a clear message. Hear-
ing is typically improved when speakers are 
face-to-face in quiet places.

People who experience hearing loss 
should have their hearing evaluated by an 

Dear Friends and Colleagues:
 New Year’s Eve is the traditional time 

for looking back on the accomplish-
ments of the year just ending, before 
we look ahead to the year to come.  For 
this final Straight Talk of 2009, and 
after reviewing the past 51 issues, I’ve 
selected the following Top 10 List of 
NCH Accomplishments for which all 
of us should be proud. Here are the 
themes and landmarks that “popped 
out” on my review.

 
1. Quality. Overwhelmingly, this is 

the single most important and distin-
guishing characteristic of NCH.  In the 
year 2000, NCH had earned no distinc-
tions for quality.  This year, among our 
accomplishments, NCH shared eight 
best practices at the annual Institute of 
Healthcare Improvement, won another 
juried award for quality and safety from 
the Florida Hospital Association, and 

ranked in the top 5 percent for overall 
clinical quality for the sixth year in 
a row as determined objectively by 
HealthGrades.com (conferring a 52 per-
cent lower chance of dying compared 
to the national average).  Most impor-
tant, we saved countless lives. 

2. Patient safety. From hand-washing 
compliance to timeouts before any pro-
cedure, safety will always be essential 
at NCH.  An award-winning patient fall 
prevention program, our perennial low 
prevalence of pressure sores, and medi-
cation administration using bar code 
identification are just a few examples.

3. Joint Commission validation. In 
July, the Joint Commission’s surprise 
five-day visit validated all our hard 
work. Upon exiting, the team leader 
said ours was the best system he had 
surveyed so far this year. And the sur-
veyor who had been doing this since 
1992 said ours was among the finest 
systems she has seen over her career. 

4. Healthy colleagues. The health 
of our colleagues is also mission criti-
cal.  We were committed in 2009 to 
setting an example in smoking cessa-
tion, medical screening for early diag-
nosis and prevention, cholesterol and 

glucose control, and increased physi-
cal activity.  Our new insurance plans 
introduced incentives to help achieve 
these goals and set the example for our 
community. 

5. Information technology. Our 
intensified collaboration with the Cern-
er Corp. in 2009 was predicted by Cern-
er’s co-founder as a “big win for the 
community and everyone else.”  We 
have already made progress with much 
more to come.

6. Fun. There was the Fun Splash in 
the spring at the Livingston Water Park, 
scrumptious holiday meals for all col-
leagues, lunch with Santa and so many 
more examples of coming together to 
celebrate our role in the community.

7. Growth. NCH experienced a 1.9 
percent growth in total admissions 
year-over-year, with many bright spots. 
For one, our total joint replacement 
volume for Medicare patients is now 
second in the nation only to the famed 
Hospital for Special Surgery in New 
York City.  

8. Finances & Economics. Even in 
a time of healthcare challenges and 
hardship for many, we remained an 
economic beacon for the community. In 

November, our financial strength per-
mitted a 1.5 percent board discretionary 
bonus — $2.1 million in all — for every-
one in good standing.  

9. Emergency preparedness. We 
remain well prepared for, and confident 
in the face of, emergencies such as the 
H1N1 flu, which fortunately thus far has 
not been a major threat.  

10. Communication. This, too, is 
an important management mandate, of 
which these weekly Straight Talks are 
a part. Last week, you read about a 
7-year-old boy whose life was saved by 
an alert and competent ER. Accountant 
Betty Adams e-mailed: “Your message 
brought tears to my eyes and a lump in 
my throat.  I work for an awesome orga-
nization with truly gifted people.  We 
are all truly blessed.”

Thanks, Betty, and thanks to all who 
make NCH the awesome organization 
it has become. 

I couldn’t be prouder to be associated 
with all of you. Best wishes for a healthy 
and happy New Year. ■ 

 
— Dr. Allen Weiss is president and 

CEO of the NCH Healthcare System. 

Top 10 List of NCH Accomplishments
STRAIGHT TALK

allenWEISS
allen.weiss@nchmd.org  

audiologist to determine the type and level 
of the impairment. 

Once hearing loss is diagnosed, the audi-
ologist can help in the process of choosing 
a hearing aid by explaining the options in 
style and technology, assessing the patient’s 
communication needs and making impres-
sions of the ear.

Digital hearing aids can be hooked up to 
a computer and programmed for what the 
patient needs. These newer hearing aids also 
have features like directional microphones 
that move toward what you’re looking at and 
make those sounds loudest, much like the 
natural ear focuses on what you’re looking at.

Sounds good
“You don’t just want to hear everything 

louder, because this magnifies background 
noise, like dishes and silverware clinking,” 
Ms. Royan says. “You want to hear what the 
people at your table are saying.”

That’s all Bob Pikul wanted. 
“I just wanted to hear well in a noisy 

restaurant again,” Mr. Pikul says. “I could 

hear, but I couldn’t understand. It sounded 
as though others were mumbling.”

Ms. Royan tested Mr. Pikul’s hearing and 
helped him decide on a hearing aid that 
features noise reduction technology and 
directional microphones, which help him 
understand speech without raising the vol-
ume of everything around him. After wear-
ing the device in a variety of situations, he 
reported back to the audiologist, who made 
adjustments.

Hearing loss is usually a gradual process, 
and it affects half a billion million people, 
many of whom are over age 50. Research 
shows people with hearing loss often wait 
as long as seven to nine years before getting 
professional help. ■

                                        

Common signs of 
hearing loss
>>Complaints that people are mumbling
>>Diffi culty hearing when background noise  
 is present
>>Asking people to repeat themselves
>>Diffi culty hearing in group situations
>>Diffi culty hearing when not facing the  
 talker
>>Diffi culty understanding TV/radio/  
 telephone
>>Disagreements over TV volume level
>>Impatience, frustration, feeling withdrawn

                                        

How to help
As a hearing instrument user adjusts to a new 
hearing device, support of family and friends is 
helpful. Here are some tips for communicating 
with people who use hearing aids:

• Speak clearly and naturally. Avoid 
mumbling.

• Speak clearly and naturally. Don’t 
shout, as this will cause sound distortion and 
discomfort to the wearer.

• Move closer to the listener and position 
yourself so that he can see your face and lips; 
visual cues are vital to understanding with 
hearing instruments.

• Attract the listener’s attention by calling 
his name, making sure he sees you or tapping 
him lightly on the shoulder.

• Take the surroundings into account. 
Don’t try to converse from one room to an-
other or in rooms with distracting noises like a 
washing machine, vacuum cleaner or music.

• Be patient, and be a good listener.
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HEALTH NEWS

NEW CLIENT OFFER
Buy 3 One Hour Personal Training 

Sessions for $99 & Get the 4th

FREE
Must present coupon.

Not Valid with other offers. Expires 1/20/10

Accountability & Fast Results!

GUARANTEED RESULTS!

239.896.0590

Joe Pearson
Certifi ed Personal 
Trainer & Sports 

Certifi ed
Nutritionist

Get Fit in the New Year!

Saturday, Feb.  6 | 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
FREE Screenings

Snacks & refreshments will be served.

HEALTH FAIR

Need a doctor? Over 20 specialty & primary 
physicians will be on site.

3501 Health Center Boulevard | Bonita Springs, FL 34135 
(239) 949-1050 | www.BonitaHealthCenter.com

Orthopedic surgeon Robert J. Zehr 
of The Zehr Center for Orthopaedics 
will present “Arthritis – The Trends, the 
Treatments and the Truth,” at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 9, in the café at North 
Collier Hospital. The public is invited 
to this free seminar to learn more about 
arthritis and hip and knee replacement.

Dr. Zehr will discuss preventative 
measures as well as the range of treat-

ment options up to 
and including total 
joint replacement. 
He is one of the few 
orthopedic surgeons 
in the U.S. using the 
anterior approach 
to total hip replace-
ment utilizing the 
Hana Hip and Knee 

Arthroplasty Table. He also uses the 
Oxford Unicompartmental Knee for 
partial knee replacement surgery and 
the custom-aligned knee joint replace-
ment from Biomet known as Signature 
Personalized Patient Care.

Although the seminar is free, reserva-
tions are required and can be made by 
calling The Zehr Center at 596-0100 or 
online at www.zehrcenter.com.  ■

Release muscle 
tension and gain 
youthful flexibility 

amidst the quiet 
inspiration of 

the Gar-
den of 

Hope & 
Courage.

A five-week session of classes in gen-
tle yoga and relaxing stretches begins 
Wednesday, Jan. 13, in the garden on the 
downtown campus of NCH Healthcare 
System. Classes will meet at 6 p.m. 
every Wednesday through Feb. 10, rain 
or shine, under the pavilion overlooking 
the garden’s pond and tropical land-
scape.

No experience in yoga is necessary. 
Instructor is Janice Behling.

Cost is $10 per class or $40 for all 
five classes. A portion of the fee will be 
donated to the garden.

Registration in advance is options. For 
more information, e-mail Ms. Behling 
at serenitystretch@hotmail.com or call 
384-9759.  ■

Hip, knee arthritis is topic of free seminar

Bend and stretch with yoga classes
in the Garden of Hope & Courage

Lack of transportation is one of the 
biggest challenges many cancer patients 
face, and the American Cancer Society 
needs more volunteers willing to help 
patients get to treatment. Many patients 
need daily or weekly cancer care, and 
some patients don’t have a car or are too 
sick to drive.

That’s where the American Cancer 

Society’s Road to Recovery program 
comes in, connecting volunteer driv-
ers with patients in need of a ride to 
treatment.

Volunteers must have a valid driver’s 
license, safe and reliable vehicle and 
proof of adequate automobile insurance. 
They should be willing and able to attend 
a brief training session, after which they 

can sign up to transport patients as often 
as their schedules allow.

The next Road to Recovery training 
session in Naples takes place Tuesday, 
Jan. 12, at the local ACS office on First 
Avenue South. For more information 
about this program and other volunteer 
opportunities with the ACS, call 261-0337 
or visit www.cancer.org. ■

American Cancer Society plans Road to Recovery training Jan. 12

ZEHR

• PHYSICAL THERAPY   
• THERAPEUTIC EXERCISE
• PAIN MANAGEMENT
   • Pain Medication  • Injections

• AQUATIC THERAPY
• WELLNESS SERVICES
• EMG/NCV STUDIES
   • Nerve Testing

Our highly skilled staff treats every patient
with compassion and dignity.

Committed to listening to each patient
concerns, we use our diverse resources and

abilities to improve function and decrease pain.

90 Cypress Way, Suite 60
Conveniently located in North Naples on the corner of Immokalee & Airport Pulling Roads

www.JAFFESPORTSMEDICINE.COM

239-254-7778 • Blue Cross/Blue Shield
• Medicare Assignment
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

JAFFE SPORTS MEDICINE AND REHABILITATION
PHYSICAL AQUATIC THERAPY AND PAIN MANAGEMENT

NO
REFERRALS

NEEDED

TREATING THE WHOLE PERSON . . .
NOT JUST THE PROBLEM!

MEDICALLY SUPERVISED BY A BOARD CERTIFIED PHYSICIAN

sports medicine and
rehabilitation

Architectural
Design Shutters
www.ADShutters.com

GRAND OPENING 30% OFF

“Made in the Shade”

Love Your Windows Again with AD Shutters!

Architectural Design Shutters 
(AD Shutters) is a premier, family-owned 

provider of quality window coverings. 
We offer only the fi nest interior and exterior 

shutters, energy-effi cient solar shades, 
decorative window treatments, and more.

We deliver personalized service to
homeowners, homebuilders, and interior

designers – there is no project too big or too
small, too simple or too complex for us. 

Call us today!
239-572-0904 / info@adshutters.com

“At AD Shutters, we’ve 
got you covered from
much more than just 
the sun!”

Mention our 

“Made in 
the Shade” 
promotion when you call us and 
receive FREE INSTALLATION
on your interior product order.
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At TPC Treviso Bay, remarkable 
golf is just the beginning of an 
outstanding PGA TOUR experience. 

Exclusive opportunity to preview TPC Treviso Bay... the only 
PGA TOUR experience in Southwest Florida.

TODAY. TIMELESS. TPC TREVISO BAY.

RESERVATIONS CAN BE MADE NO MORE THAN 14 DAYS IN ADVANCE BY 
CALLING THE GOLF SHOP AT 239.331.2052 | $175 PREVIEW RATE PER PLAYER (PLUS APPLICABLE TAXES)

RATE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Believing that everyone should be 
able to get where they need to go safe-
ly, without having to get in a car, the 
Naples Pathways Coalition is a nonprofit 
advocacy group that champions a safe, 
interconnected system of pathways, bike 
lanes and sidewalks for all users of non-
motorized transportation.

Members work in the community to 
educate cyclists, pedestrians and driv-
ers, organize bicycle rodeos for kids and 
install lights on bikes for low-income 
individuals who use their bikes for com-
muting before or after daylight hours. 

The coalition also pushes local gov-
ernment to install and maintain side-
walks, bike lanes and off-road multi-use 
pathways, as well as appropriate signage 
to increase safety for all.

The group’s next major event is:
• The fourth annual Pedaling for 
Pathways Brunch

Sunday, Jan. 24
Setting out from Lowdermilk Beach 

Park, riders can choose to pedal 10, 20, 
30, 62 or 100 miles. Start times range 
from 7 a.m. for the 100-mile ride to 9 a.m. 
for the 10-mile trek. Registration and 
breakfast begin at 6:30 a.m.

Registration includes continental 
breakfast, fully supported road ride with 
aid stations and SAG vehicles and lunch 
from Carrabba’s Italian Grill. There are 
T-shirts for all who sign up by Friday, 
Jan. 8. 

Registration is $30 for Naples Path-
ways Coalition members and $35 for oth-
ers. New membership for $55 includes 
registration for the Turkey Ride. The 
first child 10 and younger rides free with 
a paid adult; additional children pay $15 
each.

For more information, call 810-5949 or 
visit www.naplespathways.org. ■

Shape up for Pedaling for Pathways

The Rookery Bay National Estuarine 
Research Reserve hosts the sixth annu-
al Southwest Florida Nature Festival 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 15-17. 
The festival celebrates the local coastal 
environment through lectures about 
wildlife and gardening, interactive chil-
dren’s activities such as owl pellet dis-
sections and a marine touch tank, and 
live animals from the Audubon Center 
for Birds of Prey. These programs take 
place at the Rookery Bay Environmen-
tal Learning Center, 300 Tower Road.

The festival also offers guided field 
trips to wildlife hot spots. Thirty trips 
are scheduled to 20 locations, including 
Barefoot Beach and Corkscrew Swamp 
Sanctuary, Sand Dollar Lagoon and the 
Naples Botanical Garden, Big Cypress 

National Preserve and 
the Ten Thousand 
Islands, Collier-Semi-
nole and Fakahatchee 
Strand state parks.

Designated for bird-
ing, biking, canoeing 
and wildlife and plant 
viewing, the field 
trips range from $10-
$50 each. Registration 
is required and can 
be completed by call-
ing 417-6310 or visit-
ing www.rookerybay.
org. ■

Pick a field trip or two as part of sixth annual nature festival

COURTESY PHOTOS

More than two dozen field trips give partici-
pants the chance to hike, paddle and look for 
plants, birds and wildlife. 



                                        

Paddle, hike
with park guides

Guided day and moonlight canoe trips 
and hikes are booking up quickly at Collier-
Seminole State Park. This season’s schedule 
is as follows: 

>>Guided daytime canoe trips take place 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. every Monday, 
Wednesday and Saturday. Participants paddle 
through a mangrove wonderland along the 
Blackwater River and listen to a park ranger 
tell stories about the Seminoles’ survival. 
These trips are fun for ages 6 and older; cost 
is $25 per person.

>>Guided moonlight paddles take place 
from 7:30-10 p.m. Jan. 27 and 29, Feb. 26 
and 27, and March 27 and 29. Join a park 
naturalist and discover the changes nighttime 
brings along the Blackwater River. These trips 
are great for ages 12 and older; cost is $30 
per person.

>>Guided night hikes take place from 
7:30-9:30 p.m. Jan. 11 and 13, Feb. 10 and 
11 and March 10 and 13. These walking 
adventures are ideal for ages 6 and older; cost 
is $10 per person.

Those who want to discover Collier-
Seminole State Park on their own can explore 
the park’s 11 miles of hiking trails from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Enjoy picnicking, birding, 
fi shing, camping, a boat ramp and the historic 
“walking dredge” that was used to build the 
Tamiami Trail.

Entrance to the park is at 20200 U.S. 41, 
eight miles east of Highway 951. Reservations 
are required for the guided hikes and canoe 
trips. Call 392-3397 for more information.
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AT COLLIER-SEMINOLE STATE PARK
OUTDOORS

About this time every year in Southwest 
Florida, the hot, sticky air disappears, and 
Snowbirds return for the winter. The dry 
season begins, and tree snails, which need 
moisture to survive, estivate.

As the days dry out, tree snails stop 
eating and moving. They press against 
smooth-barked trees and seal their shells 
with mucus. This kind of “hibernating” is 
called estivation.

Land mollusks that are related to clams, 
oysters and squid tree snails have a foot 
and a fleshy body. Their simple nervous 
system allows them to move slowly and 
withdraw into their shell for protection.

Many snails live in trees, but only tree 
snails live there for most or all of their life 
cycle. They build nests in leaf litter dur-
ing the rainy summers and deposit their 
iridescent eggs near the base of smooth-
barked trees. The eggs don’t hatch until 
the rains come the following summer. 
The baby snails are called buttons. 

Because tree snails need high humidity 
and warm temperatures to survive, they 
live only in semi-tropical and tropical 
regions such as Southwest Florida. They 
prefer hammocks (shady places), citrus 
groves and moist backyards, where they 

can feed on algae, fungi and lichens.
They also eat the sooty mold that some-

times grows on citrus trees. Although this 
mold does little damage, it gives the fruit 
an unnatural green moldy color. Fruit 
growers once used tree snails as a bio-
logical control, but today they use pesti-
cides instead.

Tree snail shells are 2-3 inches long, 
and many of them have beautiful designs 
and colors, from solid black and white 
to bands of pink, green and yellow. The 
Seminole Indians copied these patterns 
in some of their clothing.

There are several families of tree snails, 
but only Bulimulidae and Pupillidae live 

on the United States mainland. The gen-
era Drymaeus, Orthalicus and Liguus are 
native to Florida.

Collectors, hurricanes and land devel-
opment have reduced the Sunshine 
State’s tree snail populations, and they 
are now a protected species. Classified 
as “a species of special concern,” they 
cannot be collected, either dead or alive. 
In addition, biologists have moved some 
small groups into Everglades National 
Park for protection.

Because tree snails often live in iso-
lated hammocks and keys, some unique 
varieties have evolved. I was thrilled 
the first time I saw one. If you are lucky 
enough to see one, I’m sure you will be 
thrilled, too. Be sure to get a good look 
and perhaps a picture, but don’t take or 
even touch — especially if the tree snail 
you spot happens to be attached to one of 
its favorite trees, the poisonwood. Then 
you could itch for several days with a 
rash similar to that from poison ivy.

Remember: These “Jewels of the 
Everglades” belong in Florida for all to 
enjoy. ■

— Lee Belanger is a seasonal volunteer 
trail and canoe guide at Collier-Semi-
nole State Park. To contact her, e-mail 
Lungwort@aol.com.

Admire, enjoy but don’t touch or take 
‘Jewels of the Everglades’

BY LEE BELANGER__________________________
Special to Florida Weekly

LEE BELANGER / COURTESY PHOTO

Tree snails are a protected species in Florida.
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Pets of the Week

To adopt a pet
Collier County Domestic Animal Services is at 

7610 Davis Blvd. Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday. Adoptions begin at 11 a.m. 
and are processed through closing time. Adop-
tion fees are $60 for cats and $85 for dogs and 
include spay/ neuter surgery, a bag of pet food, 
pet’s license and a micro-chip ID. Call 252-PETS 
(7387) or visit DAS online to search for a lost pet 
or fi nd a new pet at www.collierpets.com.

>>Benny is 
a neutered, 
black and 
brown 
brindle 
American pit 
bull terrier. 
He’s about 2 
years old and 
loves to go 
for walks.

>>Daisy is 
a 7-month-
old brown 
and white 
Labrador 
and golden 
retriever mix. 
She’s very 
sweet and 
gentle.

>>Foxy is 
a 10-month-
old Parson 
Russell and 
Chihuahua 
mix. She’s a 
bit shy, but 
only until she 
gets to know 
you.

Visit our Website www.TempleCitrus.com and 
Place Your Order Today!

(239) 597-6192
Fax: 239-597-2916

6500 North Airport-Pulling Road, Naples

$33.95 Always Free Shipping*

Always Fresh Local Honey, Jams, Jellies, Preserves  Conserves &
Marmalades  Gourmet Items  Hors d’oeuvres  Salad Dressings & Salsa

 NOW FEATURING 
Paula Dean, Stonewall Kitchen & Rothchild

FREE SHIPPING
A NAPLES TRADITION  Since 1970

(U.S. Only, East of the 
Mississippi River)

TAKE HOME A BAG!
LARGEST Assortment FRESHEST!

PLACE YOUR HONEYBELLS 
ORDER WHILE THEY LAST!
PLACE YOUR HONEYBELLS 
ORDER WHILE THEY LAST!

Temple Citrus, Always Fresh and Locally Family-Owned

fresh furniture
joyful fabrics

Bring your Designer or Come as you are
312 Clematis Street  West Palm Beach

(561) 366.0033   mainecottage.com

ends in something furry or feathery to engage 
a cat’s prey drive. Other  interactive toys 
include gloves with goodies dangling from 
the fingertips, or laser pointers that offer cats 
a spot of light to chase. (Just be careful not to 
aim the beam in your cat’s eyes.) 

• Provide rooms with views. No matter 
how big your house, your indoor cat will 
know every one of its sights and sounds 
within just a few days. Provide a  little visual 
stimulation by putting a bird feeder outside 
a window fitted with a cat-sized ledge for 
comfortable viewing.

Be aware, though, that a view of the world 
isn’t  always going to work for your cat. If 
your yard is  attracting other cats from the 
neighborhood, your own cat may become 
frustrated by seeing them, and he can even 
turn that frustration into attacks on people 

in the house. Blocking visiting cats from 
your yard or  discouraging them with sprin-
klers may solve the problem. Otherwise, 
you may have to make certain windows off-
limits to your own cat.

If a window view isn’t going to work, 
try a TV. A few companies offer DVDs for 
cats. Pop one of these in, and your cat can 
be entertained with a lively mix of feline-
friendly images and sounds, including those 

of birds and  rodents. 
• Go green. Cats love  nibbling on 

plants. Any  decent feline reference 
book will provide a list of which plants 
should not be in a pet-friendly house, 
or visit the Animal Poison Control 
Center (www.aspca.org/apcc) for 
information on dangerous plants.

After you get the unsafe plants out 
of the way,  protect your decorative 
houseplants by hanging them up or 
otherwise  putting them out of reach. 
Keep cats from digging in your deco-
rative pots by  putting a layer of small, 
rough stones over the dirt. You can 
then add a collection of accessible 
plants for your cat to nibble on, such 
as grass shoots, or to enjoy rubbing, 
such as catnip,  valerian or rosemary. 

• Give face time. Of course, one of the 
best things you can do for your indoor cat is 
to spend time with him. Playing, grooming, 
petting or just plain hanging out — it’s all 
good. Your cat loves you and loves spend-
ing time with you. 

Keeping a cat inside is one of the best 
ways to ensure a long and healthy life, but 
it won’t be that happy an existence unless 
you’re going to add some interest to the sur-
roundings. It doesn’t take much in the way 
of time or effort, so get going. Your cat will 
thank you!  ■

Indoor cats are safer, but without things to do, they 
can become unhealthy and unhappy.

Cabin fever can be the bane of an indoor 
cat’s existence, but it doesn’t have to be 
that way.

You don’t have to open the door to the 
great outdoors to provide your cat with a 
more interesting life. In fact, by just looking 
at your home from a cat’s point of view and 
adding a few environmental enrichments, 
your cat can be both safe and happy indoors. 
Here are five easy ways to get going:

• Think vertical. Cats love to climb, 
so give them the opportunity. Cat trees 
mounted floor-to-ceiling, wrapped with 
sisal rope and studded with platforms for 
perching, will give your cat the opportunity 
to look down on the rest of the world. This 
is especially  satisfying if there are dogs in 
the household, because what cat wouldn’t 
like to look down on the dog?

• Add toys. The cat with the most toys 
wins. Every indoor cat should have toys for 
batting around, toys for chasing, toys for 
hiding in and toys for interactive play. And 
don’t forget that some of those toys ought to 
have catnip in them. While not all cats can 
enjoy the  fragrant herb, those who do find it 
blissful in the  extreme. If your cat is a catnip 
junkie, indulge him frequently. Rub fresh 
catnip onto cat trees or scratching posts, or 
stuff it into toys. It’s perfectly safe for your 
cat to enjoy the buzz.

Some of the most enjoyable toys for both 
people and cats are the interactive ones. 
Every cat lover should have a “kitty tease” 
toy, typically a flexible rod with a line that 

PET TALES
Busy cats are happy cats
BY DR. MARTY BECKER & GINA SPADAFORI_______________________________
Universal Press Syndicate



NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLY    www.FloridaWeekly.com WEEK OF JANUARY 7-13, 2010    NEWS    A23

Well. Informed. 
C O M P L I M E N T A R Y  H E A L T H  L E C T U R E

Breast Health Symposium
Join our panel of medical professionals for a lecture and question 
and answer session covering breast cancer prevention, detection, 
treatment and breast reconstruction.

Seating is limited.  
Reservations are requested  
online at  
www.HealthyBonitaEstero.org.

Or call 239-433-8505.

Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2010
5 – 7 p.m.
Hyatt Place Coconut Point
Located at Coconut Point mall
23120 Via Villagio  
Estero, Fla. 33928

MUSINGS

R x
rx@floridaweekly.com

“One, Two, Three:
That’s how elementary it’s gonna be.
Come on, let’s fall in love.
It’s easy; so easy...”
— Len Barry, 1965

I.
I,
Parting my mind
Like the red sea:
imagine passion is key 
the making of she into me and me into we  
just evaporating see the usual mere caricatures smokily rising 
incense to gods swallowed and shining  
stories erased and expanded  
the big picture bigger 
the landscape expounded 
expressing suggesting wars ended 
rending the garments of worlds 
clearing the way  
for whatever is  shiny and faceted  
beyond capture or sway of giclee
Nothing can bind.

II.
Eye, Parting my mind
In a blue moon:
a balloon view from on high 
making real into rune  
with only the purpose of harmonizing tunes
a swoon is suggested to engulf the gap 

New yearning re-solution

— Rx is the FloridaWeekly muse who hopes 
to inspire profound mutiny in all those who care 
to read. Our Rx may be wearing a pirate cloak of 
invisibility, but emanating from within this shad-
ow is hope that readers will feel free to respond. 
Who knows: You may even inspire the muse. 
Make contact if you dare.

the mere pleasure of mind edgeless
like that and like this
nothing awry 
soon seeing that no thing exists all alone  
superfluous pleasure
vision beyond measure  
more viewings  than sands in the cascading dune   
croon a solution  
see all as indescribable boon
Terribly kind.

III.
Aye, Parting my mind
With the white light:
in the night the bright sight of the mightily mite  
not miss taking the scene for enduring set  
to get a bite taken and a fright evaporation  
the height of lusting for the completely unseen

no sleight of hand  
all sensual gourmand  
tasting beyond rite and tight  
holding  the thin red string  
white kite into blue  
ship only  construed  
vessel of possibility   
merger of merging delight
Seekers all find.
(giving candy to baby) ■

$14995

W W W . L I G H T I N G F I R S T . U S

BONITA 
 
NAPLES 

$14995



In-Stock 

Handscraped 

Hickory 1/2” X 5”
REG $6.99

HHHHHHaHaaaaarrrdrdrdddwowowoooww oooooddddddo

SSSSSSpppppppeeeeeccccciiiiiaaaaaallllllllsssss

$4.12
Square Foot

In-Stock 

Click Laminate

2 Colors 

to choose from.
REG $2.29

LLLLLLaaaaaaaammmmmmiiiinnnnnnaaaaatttttttteeeeee

SSSSSSpppppppeeeeeccccciiiiiaaaaaallllllllsssss

99¢
Square Foot

In-Stock 

4 Exotic 

Hardwoods

5/8” X 5”
REG $6.99

HHHHHHaHaaaaarrrdrdrdddwowowoooww ooododdddddoo

SSSSSSpppppppeeeeeccccciiiiiaaaaaalllllllssssss

$3.49
Square Foot

In-Stock 

White washed

& Natural Oak

5/8” X 5”
REG $6.99

HHHHHHaHaaaaarrrdrdrdddwowowoooww oooooddddddo

SSSSSSpppppppeeeeeccccciiiiiaaaaaallllllllsssss

$2.99
Square Foot

Armstrong 

High-Gloss 

Laminate

10 Colors to 

choose from.

LLLLLLaaaaaaaammmmmmiiiinnnnnaaaaatttttttteeeeee

SSSSSSpppppppeeeeeccccciiiiiaaaaaallllllllsssss

$3.89
Square Foot

In-Stock 

African Teak

 1/2” X 5”
REG $9.99

HHHHHHaHaaaaarrrdrdrdddwowowoooww oooododdddddo

SSSSSSpppppppeeeeeccccciiiiiaaaaaalllllllssssss

$4.39
Square Foot

Naples Finest Flooring Showroom

One Block South of Wiggins Pass Road

Naples, Florida 34110

239-596-5959 239-596-5959

Take an 

Additional

any In-Stock

Area Rug20%
OFF!*

Naples Finest Flooring Showroom

*CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR PROMOTION. EXPIRES 01/31/10     (FLW)

$1.79
Square Foot

Choose from 6 Different 

20” x 20” Glazed Porcelains

All Priced at 

ALL on 

Sale at 

1/3 OFF!

Free 
Delivery 
& Set Up  

Free 
Design 
Service 

The Largest Selection of 

Area Rugs in Florida

FREE
Installation!

Includes
removal of 
old carpet 

& pad!

Includes

furniture

moves!

Now, when you purchase any of our 

everyday low priced carpet and pad,

 we’ll install it at no charge

Over 60 Different In-Stock Hardwoods 

Limited Stock on-hand.
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WEEK 
at-a-glance

C’mon to the show
Harmon-Meek Gallery hosts exhibit
of folk art bound for the Children’s 
Museum of Naples. B10 

Look who’s 40
For Gulfshore Life magazine, 
2010 is a milestone year. B8 

The sky’s the limit
Meet Bettina Scherf, general 
manager and co-owner of Europe-
American Aviation fl ight school. 
B2 Thrilling New Year

Here’s to a

Business people and business writ-
ers must have a secret thirst for a life 
of derring-do. The language they use 
often “invest(s) ordinary events with 
high adventure,” according to essayist 
E.B. White. 

“People in business say that toner car-
tridges are in short supply, that they have 
updated the next shipment of these car-
tridges, and that they will finalize their 

recommendations at the next meeting 
of the board,” he writes. “Executives 
walk among toner cartridges, capari-
soned like knights. We should tolerate 
them — every person of spirit wants to 
ride a white horse.”

The truth is, you don’t have to be a 
real knight to find heart-stopping adven-
tures. You can be an average CEO after 
all. And you need not travel to the ends 
of the earth. There are enough thrills 
— all within an easy drive of South-
west Florida — to captivate the most 
fearless daredevil or Walter Mitty. All 
you’ll need is your checkbook; no spe-
cial training or license is required. 

It’s been a tough year, and this is your 
chance to dissipate a lot of stress. So if 

you’re up to the challenge, step away 
from the spreadsheet, put down the 
stapler, and get the adrenaline fix you’ve 
been craving. Like a wise man once said, 
“It’s hard to go home sad after a sky 
dive.” 

A few options:

Combat flying
Remember the movie “Top Gun,” 

when Maverick (Tom Cruise) waxes his 
nemesis Iceman in a practice dogfight?

You can have that experience at Air 
Combat USA. It’s not an F-14 Tomcat 
you’ll be flying, but the SIAI Marchetti, 
known as the Ferrari of the air. Experi-
enced air combat instructors (some of 

BY EVAN WILLIAMS
ewilliams@floridaweekly.com 

SEE WILD, B5 

COURTESY PHOTOS

Skydiving, exciting roller 
coasters or Top Gun-style 
flying are all available 
within a short drive of 
Southwest Florida. 

Lose the stress, try 
some adventure travel 
in our own backyard

COURTESY PHOTOS

diving, exciting roller 
ters or Top Gun-style
g are all available 
in a short drive of 
hwest Florida.

Complicated is best understood when  
made “simple.” Here is an attempt at 
“simplifying” Gross Domestic Product.

Consumer spending plus business 
investment plus net exports plus gov-
ernment spending equals GDP. This 
is not economic theory; it’s economic 
fact. When consumers and businesses 
lose confidence, they don’t spend; when 
banks stiffen lending criteria, consum-
ers and businesses can’t seem to get the 
money they need/want to spend even if 
they are confident. 

What has been economic theory is the 

role of govern-
ment spending to 
get GDP to grow 
during recession-
ary times — how 
much spending, 
for what and 
pros/cons of defi-
cit spending. John 
Maynard Keynes was a big supporter of 
government spending during the Depres-
sion, and his theories were refined by 
another economist, Paul Samuelson. But 
it is called Keynesian economics and  the 

basic idea is that 
government spend-
ing — even big def-
icit spending — is 
good in recession-
ary times because  
the money spent 
gets “multiplied” in 
the economic sys-

tem (i.e. the government spends on a 
project, the project increases employ-
ment, the new hires begin spending and 
capital investing, etc.). The economic 
food chain kick-started. 

The type of government spending 
undertaken is pretty important. Money 
can be poured down the drain or wise-
ly invested. So, even among die-hard 
Keynesians, there can be debate about 
how many dollars should be spent and 
on what projects. Capital improvements 
(e.g. infrastructure projects) are often 
favored over spending on services, 
because the infrastructure helps industry, 
which creates jobs, etc; the infrastructure 
is permanent. This is why China has

Slow economic growth poses big problems

SEE MONEY, B7 
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MONEY&INVESTING

JeannetteSHOWALTER, CFA

jshowaltercfa@yahoo.com   
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As general manager in charge of mar-
keting for Europe-American Aviation, the 
sky’s the limit for Bettina Scherf. The for-
mer music-industry marketing executive 
now helps build the reputation here and 
abroad of the flight school she owns with 
her husband, Carsten Sturm, president, 
pilot, trainer and chief administrator.

“We were looking for a business con-
nected with aviation, and we loved Naples 
at first sight,” Ms. Scherf said. 

Euro-Atlantic Aviation was a sleepy 
enterprise with four planes — two Cess-
nas and two Pipers — when it changed 
hands on Sept. 1, 2001. The first step in 
the company’s makeover was a new name 
to accurately reflect its identity: Europe-
American Aviation.

“We were never on the Atlantic, and 
people were connecting the word Euro 
with a currency,” Mr. Sturm reasons.

Like many traditional flight schools, the 
original school offered training on older 
planes. Whereas it was once OK to teach 
on planes that were 30 or 40 years old, the 
digital age and modern aviation is forcing 
change within the industry. The two saw 
the business as an opportunity to create a 
state-of-the art flight school.

Grounded for 11 days following 9/11, the 
two were understandably shaken. “A few 
days into this, we were looking at each 
other and saying, “We just bought a flight 
school in the only country in the world 
where flight training is officially prohib-
ited,” he says.

Soon operations were 
running again, however, and 
the couple proceeded with 
their plan to modernize their 
fleet. While planes come 
and go at flight schools, it’s 
unusual for a school to scrap 
an entire fleet and start over 
with brand new planes. But 
that’s what they died. 

Europe-American Avia-
tion became the first Dia-
mond Brilliance Flight 
Center in the United States. 
Canadian-based Diamond 
Aircraft is known for its 
training planes, jets and 
simulators. “We knew that 
a modern fleet would set us 
apart,” Ms. Scherf says.

In addition to offering 
FAA-certified training, 
EAA trains Federal Avia-
tion Administration inspec-
tors who come from all over the country 
for instruction. Its office, just north of the 
Naples Municipal Airport General Avia-
tion terminal, is headquarters for its 13 
planes and 15 employees, including seven 
flight instructors and two mechanics (the 
company also rents and repairs planes).

Mr. Sturm estimates that at least 70 
percent of flight training worldwide 
takes place in the United States. At the 
beginning of his own career, he received 
instruction in Texas to fly for the German 
Air Force. One reason Naples Municipal 
Airport was rated by Aviation Interna-
tional News as being the 25th busiest 

general aviation operator in the world in 
2007 is due to traffic coming from its four 
flight-training schools.

Following 9/11, stiffer regulations that 
created more documentation require-
ments actually played out in favor of EAA 
by shaking out some of the competition. 
The FAA began requiring schools to be 
Immigration and Naturalization Service-
certified before teaching foreigners. Over-
seas students must now obtain student 
visas before beginning flight training.

EAA advertises in Europe, with a small 
campaign in Germany, Austria and Swit-
zerland. “We do it to let people know 

that we’re here,” Ms. Scherf 
explains. “Primarily, do it to 
direct people to our Web 
site.”

The site, www.eaa-fly.com, 
offers information, in English 
or German, about its training 
programs and the many ways 
to become a pilot. A typical 
month at the school includes 
10-12 students in various 
stages of training, and about 
50 percent of them come 
from Europe.

That both owners are 
from Germany is a strong 
selling point, as the couple’s 
familiarity with visa and 
immigration requirements 
comes in handy. A favorable 
exchange rate is an added 
bonus in attracting Europe-
ans, who also love spending 
weeks on end basking in 

Southwest Florida’s balmy weather.
Until 2009, when EAA joined the rest of 

the world in an economic downturn, busi-
ness was strong, with 30 to 40 percent 
growth per year since 2001.

Ms. Scherf says she enjoys the chal-
lenge. “We’re very proud of what we 
do,” she says. “With a modern fleet of 
Diamond planes, we can take the stu-
dent from zero license to individual and 
then commercial in the same type of air-
craft. We do get a lot of repeat business, 
because of our focus on customer service 
and our familiarity with the regulations 
foreigners face.”  ■

BY GEORGE RAAB____________________
Special to Florida Weekly

BUSINESS PROFILE
Flight students flock to Naples-based Europe-American Aviation 

COURTESY PHOTO

Bettina Scherf, general manager in charge of marketing for Europe-Ameri-
can Aviation

Sunbelt Offi  ce Furniture
Naples

239-566-2857

Offi  ce Furniture & Design

239-337-1212

Let us create a healing 
environment for your patients

www.ofdc-inc.com

by

Purchase any Hoagie, Sandwich, Entree, Large Salads, Small Pizza or Stuffed 
Roll. Mon. thru Fri. from 11am - 2pm, and receive another item of equal or 

lesser value free. Dine In ONLY.  Restrictions Apply.

BUY 1 LUNCH,
GET THE 2ND

1/2 OFF!
BUY 1 LUNCH,
GET THE 2ND

1/2 OFF!
With purchase of 2 beverages

Happy Hour
Mon thru Fri 4p-7p

Mon thru Thurs 10p-2a

$2
$4
$5

DOMESTIC BOTTLES/DRAFTS

ALL WELLS & HOUSE WINES

SPECIALITY MARTINIS
Including Patron ‘Ritas and Absolut Cosmos

www.southstreetnaples.com | 239.435.9333 
 Visit website for Calendar of Events and Menu
1410 Pine Ridge Rd. | Open 7 Days 11a-2a

“Live Music 7 Nights a Week!”

1/2 Price
Appetizers

and 
Small Pizzas

NEW
Late

Night
Menu
Fri. - Sun.
10p -  Close

City Oven • Bar • Music
SOUTH STREET



Access to Private Charters

Air Ambulance

Sightseeing

Aerial Photography

Fight Training

Aviation Merchandise

Air Cargo & More

When you support the airfi eld-based businesses at Naples 

Municipal Airport, you’re not only getting great value for 

yourself, you also become part of the more than $100 

million your airport brings in to our local economy.

More Than You Might Think.

...and we’re just getting started.

What can 
general 

aviation do 
for you?

Naples Municipal Airport

(239) 643-0733
www.fl ynaples.com

Th e Bes t Litt le Airport in the Country

50 Businesses Operating Onsite.



for 31 years. Mr. Baird holds responsi-
bility for banking, accounting, finance, 
investments, risk management, human 
resources and other related functions 
and also runs Collier Insurance agen-
cy. He was previously associated with 
Ashland Oil and the Exchange Bank of 
Tampa. A graduate of Leadership Col-
lier, he serves as director of TIB Bank 
and is a a North Naples Rotarian, as 
well as a former director of the Collier 
County Red Cross, founding member 
and officer of RIMS, Southwest Florida, 
and a director and coach of numerous 
youth athletic teams.

Brian Goguen has been promoted to 
senior vice president of real estate for 
the Barron Collier Companies, which he 
joined 13 years ago. He has been involved 
in developments including Ave Maria 
and Grey Oaks. He serves as chairman 
of the Urban Land Institute Southwest 
Florida District Council and has served 
on the board and executive committee 
of the Collier County Economic Devel-
opment Council. He is a graduate of 
Leadership Collier and the Leadership 
Institute.

Stanton Chapman has been named 
operations manager at the new PGA 
TOUR Superstore in Naples Plaza. Mr. 
Chapman joined the PGA TOUR Super-
store team in 2002 in Surfside Beach, 
S.C., and has worked at store locations 
in Plano, Texas, and North Myrtle Beach, 
S.C. The first to open in Florida, the 
Naples PGA TOUR Superstore has more 
than 40,000 square feet and includes an 

mer director of Audubon of Florida, the 
Junior Achievement Hall of Fame and 
the Florida Chamber of Commerce; and 
a graduate of both Leadership Collier 
and Leadership Florida.

Blake Gable has been named presi-
dent of the Real Estate Development and 
Mineral Management divisions, includ-
ing commercial real estate and the Town 
of Ave Maria, for the Barron Collier 
Companies. Mr. Gable joined Barron 
Collier in 1999 and most recently served 
as vice president of Real Estate. Earlier, 
he served for five years as legislative 
director for U.S. Rep. Ed Pastor (Ariz.) 
in Washington. D.C. A graduate of Lead-
ership Collier and Leadership Florida 
programs, he is a trustee for the area 
YMCA and a director of the area Ameri-
can Heart Association, United Way and 
Randy Roberts Foundation. 

CPA Brad Boaz, CFO for Barron Col-
lier Companies, will continue in that 
capacity as well as take on the position of 
executive vice president of the company. 
He has been with the company since 
1990 and before that worked for 10 years 
at KPMG Peat Marwick in Tampa. He 
is a graduate of the Leadership Institute 
and Leadership Collier, and is a cur-
rent or former member of the Regional 
Business Alliance, the Collier County 
Productivity Committee, the Economic 
Development Council and its executive 
committee, and the President’s Forum of 
Southwest Florida.

 
Doug Baird has been promoted to 

senior vice president of the Barron Col-
lier Companies, where he has worked 

Jim Ray has been 
promoted to senior 
vice president for 
business banking 
at Fifth Third Bank 
(South Florida). Mr. 
Ray has worked with 
Fifth Third Bank 
since 2002 and most 
recently served as 

senior vice president of the bank’s public 
funds division. He has a bachelor of busi-
ness administration degree in account-
ing and real estate from University of 
Cincinnati and is an eight-year veteran 
of the United States Army’s Judge Advo-
cate General Corps. He has consistently 
served the local community through 
leadership and participation in numer-
ous organizations supporting children 
and youth, health, education and govern-
mental wellbeing. 

Katherine (Katie) Sproul has been 
promoted to president of Barron Col-
lier Companies’ Agriculture and Eastern 
Lands divisions, as well as the Halst-
att Partnership that encompasses Grey 
Oaks and LaPlaya Beach and Golf Resort. 
Ms. Sproul was formerly vice president 
of real estate and director of strate-
gic planning and special projects. Prior 
to joining Barron Collier 10 years ago, 
she served as an executive with several 
New York financial institutions, includ-
ing Citibank Global Consumer Bank. 
She is chair-elect of the Greater Naples 
Chamber of Commerce; a current or for-
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ON THE MOVE
indoor training facil-
ity with six simula-
tors, a large putting 
green, chipping area, 
practice bays, full-
service club repair 
and fitting facility, a 
racquet stringing ser-
vice and a complete 
array of golf and ten-

nis apparel and equipment for children, 
men and women.

Suzanne Lennon has been named 
sales and marketing manager for Naples 
Transportation, Tours and Event Plan-
ning. She will work closely with the 
NTT&EP team to achieve company cor-
porate sales and marketing objectives. ■

Joseph R. Catti, President and CEO of FineMark Na-

tional Bank & Trust, and Dennis Landfried, President of 

FineMark’s office in the Bonita Springs area, are pleased to 

announce the addition of Shelley D. Anderson as Vice Presi-

dent. Ms. Anderson, a highly experienced Trust Officer, will 

provide service to clients from the office located at 10010 

Coconut Road in Bonita Springs. 

Ms. Anderson joins FineMark following a long tenure 

with Northern Trust in SW Florida. She brings to FineMark 

31 years of experience serving Trust and Investment clients. 

Ms. Anderson received a BA from Campbell University and 

also completed the American Bankers Association Trust School and Graduate Trust 

School Programs. She is a Certified Trust and Financial Advisor (CTFA). Ms. Ander-

son is very active in the community in activities including: Literacy Council of Bonita 

Springs, Hope Hospice, Bonita Springs Historical Society and Hope Lutheran Church.  

“I am thrilled to join FineMark which has quickly established a reputation as the pre-

mier provider of Trust and Investment, Banking, and Brokerage Services in SW Florida.  

I look forward to building deep relationships with FineMark clients throughout the area.” 

said Anderson. 

Catti commented, “Shelley has established a wonderful reputation by building  

extraordinary relationships and by going above and beyond. She will be a terrific addition 

to our team and personifies our unique service oriented culture.” Landfried added, “The 

combination of Shelley’s experience, skills and dedication to personal service are a per-

fect fit for our clientele. Her commitment to clients is well known and widely respected 

throughout the community.”

FineMark National Bank & Trust offers a comprehensive array of banking, trust, 

investment, and brokerage services to clients interested in establishing long term, high 

touch relationships. FineMark is dedicated to providing a culture of service to clients and 

making a positive difference in the communities it serves.

WELCOMES VETERAN TRUST OFFICER
SHELLEY D. ANDERSON

12681 Creekside Lane, Fort Myers, FL 33919 • 239.461.5900
10010 Coconut Road, Bonita Springs, FL 34135 • 239.405.6700

14990 Shell Point Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL 33908 • 239.461.5999

CHAPMAN

RAY

 Banking

 Land Development

 Retail

 Transportation

Tom Messina of Total Concept Inc., a 
graphic studio specializing in advertis-
ing and Web design, has launched www.
FloridaBusinessCalendar.com to enhance 
the growing popularity of social network-
ing in the Southwest Florida region. The 
site provides a free venue, uniting all of 
the major business-to-business network-
ing events and professional development 
meetings and classes taking place in the 
marketplace. Businesses can create, list 
and control their own event and meeting 
listings.

The service is being provided and main-
tained for no cost by Total Concept Inc.; 
only those businesses wanting to post 
information on the site are required to 
register; all others can view the calendar 
for no charge. Events can be added on a 
weekly, monthly or annual calendar.

Visitors can easily look up the time, day, 
date and location of networking and social 
events in the Southwest Florida market-
place by specifically searching events by 
the organization, city, venue, date range or 
keywords. The site also provides a “quick 
jump” menu for easy access to event list-
ings for the Cape Coral, San Carlos Park 
and North Fort Myers Chambers of Com-
merce, for example.

Total Concept Inc. offers Web site host-
ing and customer support through the 
Southwest Florida Network of Sites, which 
is comprised of more than 40 Web sites 
and 1,300 domain names in Southwest 
Florida. For more information, call 332-
0992 or visit www.totalconcept.com.  ■

Business 
calendar Web 
site launched

Florida Trend business magazine is com-
mencing its search for Florida’s best work-
places in the second annual Florida’s Best 
Companies To Work For program. Partici-
pation is free, and companies with at least 
15 full-time, regular employees are eligible 
to participate. Registration deadline is Jan. 
29, 2010.

Conducted by Best Companies Group, 
the rating process is based on an assessment 
of the employers’ policies and procedures 
combined with the results of an employee 
survey. The list of winners will be published 
in Florida Trend’s August 2010 issue.

For more information on the program 
and the registration process, go to www.
bestcompaniesfl.com.  ■

Florida Trend seeks
best places to work
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them from the real Top Gun school) will 
take you up and coach you through a 
series of dogfights. With any luck, you’ll 
notch your first kill — you don’t actually 
flame the opposing airplane, but a laser 
sets off a smoke trail to indicate a hit. 

Lakeland resident Gerald Volden and 
his wife now often fly against each other. 
He is a licensed pilot, but she had never 
previously operated an airplane. In the 
air, he is “Bugsy,” and she is “Tonto.”

“We just became addicted,” Mr. Volden 
said. “About half the time, I’ll whip her. 
And the other half, she whips me.”

■ What: Air Combat USA
■ Where: Florida flights out of Tampa/

St. Petersburg’s Albert Whitted Airport, 
Kissimmee Airport, Pensacola Regional 
and Homestead General Aviation Air-
port 
■ Cost: Averages $1,300 per person; 

$700 per mission for “frequent flyers.”
■ Contact: www.aircombatusa.com or 

call (714) 522-7590

          

Firefighting
Before the day is over, you’ll run into 

a burning building, crawl through smoky 
darkness — and yes, even drive the big 
shiny red truck. Firemen and women 
at the Central Florida Fire Academy in 
Orlando will help make sure you stay 
safe while doing so.

Other activities include rappel-
ling down the side of a building 
and learning to use the Jaws of 
Life. Being a firefighter for a 
day requires that you report for 
duty at 8 a.m. sharp, as you 
would to relieve the night-
shift. Lunch and dinner are 
included.

Sarasota-based Incredible 
Adventures offers the pro-
gram. Through the compa-
ny, you can find out about 
many other adventures, 
such as riding an offshore 
rocket near Miami Beach, 
having a zero-gravity experi-
ence in a Boeing 747, or even 
swimming with Great White 
sharks off the coast of Africa.

■ What: Incredible Florida 
Firefighter Adventure
■ Where: The Central Florida 

Fire Academy at 2966 West Oak 
Ridge Road, Orlando. 
■ Cost: $995 per person
■ Contact: www.incredible-adventures.

com or call (800) 644-7382

      

Race car driving
Once again, you may pretend that you 

are Tom Cruise — only this time as a race 
car driver in “Days of Thunder.”

Jump into a replica of a NASCAR race 
car and test your mettle on the 1-mile 
oval at Walt Disney World Speedway in 
Orlando. 

These cars are not just souped-up street 
rods; they’ve got 600 horses and enough 
torque to stop the Earth’s rotation. 

The Rookie experience gets you three 
hours of training and eight laps on the 
track. The King’s experience lasts five 
hours and 18 laps.

■ What: Richard Petty Driving Experi-
ence
■ Where: Walt Disney World Speed-

way, Orlando
■ When: Open seven days a week
■ Cost: Rookie experience: $249-$499; 

King’s experience, $749-$1199.
■ Contact: www.1800bepetty.com or 

call (800) BE-PETTY

       

Sky diving
Tumble through the abyss in a free 

fall, 10,000 feet above the surface of the 
planet.

Then open your chute and gaze at the 
Gulf of Mexico and the Peace River over 
Punta Gorda as you float gently through 
the sky.  It might help change your per-

spective on this trying year, with its 
endless stream of coverage on the 

worldwide financial crisis.
“It’s hard to find anyone who 

could go home sad after a sky dive,” 
said Roy Torgeirson, chief instruc-

tor for Sky Dive Southwest Flori-
da. “It’s like they’re on drugs but 
it’s legal.”

You can jump tandem, with 
an instructor attached to you. 
This is the way to go if it’s 
your first time. Once you arrive 
for your scheduled jump, getting 

started requires about 20 minutes 
of instruction and up you go. 

“You can watch it on television 
or look at it in magazines, but you 

have to get the real experience for 
yourself,” Mr. Torgeirson says.

■ What: Sky Dive Southwest Flor-
ida
■ Where: Shell Creek Airport, 

36880 Washington Loop Road, Punta 
Gorda.
■ Cost: $169 
■ Contact: www.skydiveswflorida.com 

or call (888) 447-JUMP

      

Gator hunting 
Don Hampton says hunting alliga-

tors at night is exhilarating and “a little 
spooky.” 

As you travel by airboat through the 
Brevard County swamps, watch for the 
scaly, cold-blooded predator eye-balling 
you or rising out of the water.

You can expect to see at least 100 of 
the prehistoric amphibians on a night 
out — one of which could be dinner.

Mr. Hampton boasts that all of his 
clients go home with at least one gator. 
He takes care of all the permits and tags 
needed to hunt alligators.

Sport hunts are done at night from 
airboats on private land from September 
through March. Hunters are allowed to 
use bows or har- poons.

■ What: Sport 
gator hunts
■ Where: Mel-

bourne
■ When: September 

through March

■ Cost: $1,850
■ Contact: www.hhgatorhunts.com or 

call (321) 242-1012

      

Roller coaster rides
There’s nothing quite like the feeling 

of your stomach in your throat. Some of 
the most exciting roller coasters in the 
world are in Tampa. 

The SheiKra is the very latest, built 
in 2005. It will take you up 200 feet 
— the tallest roller coaster in Florida 
— and then drop you at 90 degrees. 
You’ll shoot through an underground 
tunnel and endure a wet finale. Perhaps 
the most frightening aspect is that this 
coaster has no floor. Your legs dangle 
over the steel track as you reach 70 miles 
per hour. G-forces reach four times the 
force of gravity, about what a Navy pilot 
feels when he catapults from an aircraft 

carrier.
Other coasters at 

B u s c h 

Gardens include the Montu, one of 
the world’s tallest and longest inverted 
coasters. 

The Kumba has a maneuver that cre-
ates three seconds of weightlessness 
during a 360-degree spiral. 

The Gwazi is notable for being one of 
the world’s largest and fastest wooden 
coasters. It gets as fast as 50 miles per 
hour and riders experience the sensation 
of being pulled at 3½ times the force of 
gravity.

■ What: Roller coasters at Busch Gar-
dens
■ Where: Tampa
■ When: Year-round
■ Cost: $49.95 plus tax
■ Contact: www.buschgardens.com or 

call (813) 987-5775

WILD
From page 1

COURTESY PHOTOS

Top: A lone sky diver above Southwest 
Florida. Middle: The SheiKra at Busch Gardens 
in Tampa. Above: The Richard Petty Driving 
Experience in Orlando. Right: A pair of SIAI 
Marchettis dogfight in the Florida skies.
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Our tough economy has been forcing 
people to make tough choices. According 
to a Time poll, 27 percent of Americans 
have withdrawn money from retirement 
or college savings accounts to cover 
some of their expenses. Unfortunately, 
that can do more long-term harm than 
short-term good.

The longer you leave your money 
alone to grow, the more powerful your 
compounded returns become. Check out 
what time, patience and an average 10 
percent return can do to a steady series 
of $10,000 annual investments: After 10 
years, you have $175,000. After 20 years, 
$630,000. After 30 years, $1.8 million.

You don’t even need to be a financial 
wizard to score those kinds of returns. 
Broad-market index funds, such as those 
based on the S&P 500, have averaged 10 
percent a year over the long haul. (In fair-
ness, they could return more or less over 
your particular investing time frame.) 

You could aim to juice up your basic 
returns by adding a handful of well-cho-

A Retirement- Wrecking Move

What Is This Thing Called 
The Motley Fool?

Remember Shakespeare? 
Remember “As You Like It”?

In Elizabethan days, Fools were the 
only people who could get away with 
telling the truth to the King or Queen.
The Motley Fool tells the truth about 
investing, and hopes you’ll laugh all

the way to the bank.

A List to Watch 
Q           How should I set up a stock 

watch list?
—  J.M., Seattle

A As you read about companies, 
jot down the firms you think 

you might like to invest in. Ideally, 
enter them into an online portfolio 
(such as at Yahoo! or AOL) so you 
can easily track their progress from 
week to week or month to month. 
Perhaps pretend that you bought one 
share of each at the price at which 
you first noticed the company. (That 
way you’ll be able to quickly see how 
much it’s risen or fallen since then.) 

As time permits, research the com-
panies on your list and get to know 
them well. When you’re ready to buy, 
you’ll be familiar with a bunch of firms 
and will be able to compare them to 
see which ones are the most promis-
ing. You’ll also be able to notice when 
companies you like encounter tempo-
rary problems and fall significantly in 
price. As long as the problems seem 
temporary and not fatal (after some 
research), these can be attractive buy-
ing opportunities.

If need be, you can maintain a 
watch list on paper.

Q What are “defensive” stocks?
— P.G., Ocala, Fla.

A Defensive stocks are tied to com-
panies whose  fortunes don’t fluc-

tuate too much in  relation to the 
economy. During a recession, for 
example, people might put off pur-
chasing cars or fur coats or washing 
machines, but they’ll still be buying 
food, gasoline, prescription drugs, 
 electricity, telephone service and 
diapers. Food, soft drinks, tobacco, 
energy and pharmaceuticals are 
defensive industries. They’re seen 
as more stable than their “cyclical” 
counterparts, such as the homebuild-
ing, steel, automobile and  airline 
industries. Cyclical  industries aren’t 
necessarily to be avoided, but do 
expect a bumpier ride with them.

––––––––––––––––––––––

Got a question for the Fool? 
Send it in — see Write to Us.

Ask the Fool

Fool’s School My Smartest Investment

To Educate, Amuse & Enrich

sen individual stocks to your fund foun-
dation. Check out the approximate aver-
age annual return over the past 20 years 
for some well-known names: Schwab, 24 
percent; Lowe’s, 19 percent; Nike, 17 per-
cent; Colgate-Palmolive, 16 percent. 

But remember — all your impressive 
gains can quickly fizzle if you start taking 
money out of your retirement accounts.

Suppose you take out $10,000 this year, 
20 years from retirement, and you also 
fail to make your usual $10,000 invest-
ment. Despite your good intentions, you 
probably won’t put in an extra $20,000 
next year to compensate. So you’ll lose 
what the $10,000 you withdrew would 
have grown to in 20 years (at 10 percent): 
a little more than $67,000. And then 
there’s the additional $10,000 you would 
have invested, too: another $67,000 loss. 
You might pay some bills in the here and 
now, but your retirement could eventu-
ally end up more than $150,000 poorer. 
Is that worth it? So if possible, leave your 
money in your retirement accounts. ■

My basic investing policy is to buy 
quality and hold on — that’s why I now 
own mostly blue-chip, dividend-paying 
stocks, reinvesting my dividends and 
buying more shares when I can. Once 
in a while, one or two get into trouble. 
But I keep close tabs, and if I think they 
won’t help my portfolio, I sell them. But 
most have  performed very well. They 
got me through the dot-com bubble, 
mostly holding their own and recovering 
nicely. I believe we should NEVER be 
led by emotion when we invest. Study 
and know what and why you’re buying, 
and have a lot of patience. Also, don’t be 
too hard on yourself when you make a 
mistake — we all do, but hopefully we 
will learn from them. One more thing: I 
never take hot stock tips from friends or 
family — they always get me in trouble.

—   K.C., Calif.

The Fool Responds: Excellent advice! 
It’s hard to go wrong with healthy, grow-
ing, dividend-paying stocks. Being calm, 
patient and well-informed will also serve 
an investor very well.  ■

The Motley Fool Take

Hasbro (NYSE: HAS) spanks larger 
rival Mattel on a quarterly basis, so why 
not wrestle away a key licensed property 
between quarterly financial updates?

Hasbro has inked a 10-year deal with 
Sesame Workshop, the Sesame Street 
creator. Beginning in 2011, Hasbro’s Play-
skool will begin putting out licensed toys 
featuring Big Bird, Elmo, Cookie Monster 
and other popular characters.

Mattel is the company that consumers 
typically associate with Sesame Work-
shop characters, thanks to its acquisition 
of Tickle Me Elmo creator Tyco. Earlier 
this year, Mattel’s CFO disclosed that the 
Sesame Street deal ranked among the top 

Hasbro’s on Sesame Street

  Name That Company
As the Electric Boat Corp., I deliv-

ered my first submarine more than a 
century ago. I took my current name 
in 1952 and am headquartered in Falls 
Church, Va. My slogan is “Strength on 
Your Side,” and I specialize in busi-
ness aviation; land and expedition-
ary combat systems, armaments and 
munitions; shipbuilding and marine 
systems; and information systems 
and technologies. Names under my 
roof include Gulfstream and Bath Iron 

Last week’s trivia answer
Most know my products, but not my 

name. Founded in 1984, I’m based in 
Ontario, Canada. My flagship product is 
named after a small, dark fruit that’s com-
posed of many smaller fruits. I’m a leading 
maker of wireless communications prod-
ucts, and in a little more than a decade, my 
employees have grown from 200 to more 
than 12,000. Over the past 10 years, my 
stock has advanced at about 20 percent 
annually, on average. I’ve shipped more 
than 50 million intelligent telephones (26 
million in my last fiscal year), many of 
which offer audio, video, gaming and GPS 
capabilities. Who am I? ■

( Answer: Research in Motion )

Works. I’ve manufactured 
products such as tanks, mis-
siles, guns, rockets, war-

heads, motors and more. I 
employ more than 90,000 

people and rake in more than 
$30 billion per year. Who am I? ■

Know the answer? Send it to us 
with Foolish Trivia on the top and 

you’ll be entered into a drawing for a 
nifty prize! 

10 licensing agreements in toyland.
Hasbro has been doing well through 

its licensed lines, but it’s also been ben-
efiting from the celluloid success of its 
Transformers and G.I. Joe franchises. 
Both lines’ summer film releases helped 
move plenty of Hasbro-made playthings 
this holiday season.

Hasbro is also working with Discovery 
Communications to reposition Discov-
ery’s fledgling children’s channel to better 
compete against Disney and Viacom’s 
Nickelodeon. In a few years, Hasbro may 
very well be the next Marvel, as it milks 
its action stars, or a serious power broker 
in the kid-programming cable business. ■

Do you have an embarrassing 
lesson learned the hard way? Boil 
it down to 100 words (or less) 
and send it to The  Motley Fool 

c/o My Dumbest Investment. Got one that 
worked? Submit to My Smartest Investment. 
If we print yours, you’ll win a Fool’s cap!

Write to Us! Send questions 
for Ask the Fool, Dumbest (or 
Smartest) Investments (up to 100 
words), and your Trivia entries 

to Fool@fool.com or via  regular mail c/o this 
newspaper, attn: The  Motley Fool. Sorry, we 
can’t provide individual financial advice.

Focus on Quality
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➤ Women’s Empowered Network 
has two local chapters: The North Naples 
Chapter meets at 11 a.m. every second 
and fourth Friday at Buca di Beppo, 8860 
Tamiami Trail N.; RSVP to NorthNaples@
EmpoweredNetworking.com. The Central 
Naples Chapter meets at 11 a.m. every first 
and third Wednesday at Patric’s, 1485 Pine 
Ridge Road; RSVP to CentralNaples@
EmpoweredNetworking.com.

➤ The Remodelers Council of the 
Collier Building Industry Association 
holds its next dinner meeting from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 7, at LarsonAl-
len LLP, CPAs, Consultants & Advi-
sors, in the Bank of Naples headquarters. 
Representatives of the firm will discuss 
“Remodeling Your Business: Ways to 
Adapt and Survive in Today’s Economy.” 
Cost is $15 for Remodelers Council mem-

bers and $20 for CBIA members. Call 
436-6100.

➤ The Chartered Financial Ana-
lysts Society of Naples will host a lun-
cheon meeting at noon Tuesday, Jan. 12, 
in the Chokoloskee Room at the Naples 
Beach Hotel, 851 Gulf Shore Blvd. N. 
Members, $30; Guests, $40. RSVP www.
cfanaples.org.

➤ The next Gulf Coast Venture 
Forum meeting takes place from 4-6 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 14, at the Tiburon 
Golf Course Members Club, 2610 Tibu-
ron Drive. Meeting sponsor is TIB Bank. 
For more information, call Tim Cart-
wright at 262-6300.

➤ Business Network International 
holds its weekly meeting at 7:15 a.m. 

Thursdays at St. Katherine Greek Ortho-
dox Church, 7100 Airport-Pulling Road 
N., North Naples. For more information 
and to make a reservation, call 354-3224.

 
➤ Network International, the 

DownTown Networkers chapter, meets 
weekly at 7:45 a.m. Thursday at IHOP, 
1921 Davis Blvd., East Naples. Guests are 
welcome. Cost is $10. Call Jamie Bergen 
at 572-3720.

➤ WNOCC Women’s Networking 
of Collier County meets at 11:30 a.m. on 
the second Tuesday of the month at the 
Collier Athletic Club. For more informa-
tion, call Nancy Dalaskey at 280-3803.

➤ The Jewish Business Network of 
Southwest Florida meets for breakfast 
and business on the second Friday of the 

month from 7:30-9 a.m. in the conference 
room at Robb & Stucky, 13170 Cleveland 
Ave., Fort Myers. To RSVP and for 
more information, call 433-7708 or e-mail 
yourjbn@chabadswf.org.

➤ The Naples Speakeasy Toast-
masters Club meets from 6-7:30 p.m. on 
the second Monday of the month at the 
North Naples Collier Government Build-
ing, 2335 Orange Blossom Drive. Guests 
are welcome. For more information, call 
262-8183 or visit www.naplesspeakeasy.
org.

➤ Insurance Professionals of Col-
lier County holds monthly meetings 
the third Wednesday at the Naples Har-
bour Yacht Club, 475 North Road. E-mail  
info@picconline.org or visit www.ipc-
conline.org. ■

BUSINESS MEETINGS
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spent so much on harbors, highways, 
bridges, water delivery systems, etc. The 
concept is that projects such as these 
employ people and create a platform for 
more jobs as the projects increase com-
petitiveness and help private industry. 

In fall 2008, Americans were told that 
a BIG stimulus plan would result in 
recovery. It was an odd bag of spending 
and many think much too little was allo-
cated to infrastructure and to projects to 
reduce our dependence on oil. The dol-
lars were to be spent through 2009 and 
2010 and some thereafter. Because the 
rate of change in government spending 
peaked in the third quarter 2009, every-
one was looking at how that spending 
impacted third quarter GDP growth. 

Unfortunately, the growth for the third 
quarter has been anemic; it has been 
revised downward two times- from 3.8 

percent to 2.8 percent and now to 2.2 
percent. 

Well, what is the problem? Isn’t any 
growth good? Yes, but to get out of our 
deep hole, we need to be growing at 
much faster rates. Further, we do not 
seem to not be getting much growth for 
our money (the multiplier effect is not 
kicking in) and the U.S. government is 
going deeper and deeper in debt as it 
spends this money. 

What rate of GDP growth do we need? 
Growth in the range of 3 percent is need-
ed to reverse current unemployment 
percentages. GDP growth of 1 percent 
does not reduce unemployment because 
new technologies generate efficiencies 
and reduce need for labor; there is con-
tinued cost cutting/staff compression; 
there is continued exportation of U.S. 
jobs overseas to lower wage countries 
and increases in the labor supply due 
to new labor entrants. The bottom line 
is that we need BIG growth for a very, 
very long time to get a big reduction in 
unemployment. 

Some economists feel that even with 

many hundred billion being spent in 
2010, the increase in GDP growth for 
2010 will be only 1-2 percent. This type 
of growth does not get the U.S. out of a 
deep hole. 

Most recently, a very well known 
ardent supporter of Keynesian theory 
began to question whether the gov-
ernment spending — as planned for 
the next six quarters — will result in 
meaningful GDP growth. Paul Krug-
man is a big name in today’s economic 
world. Nobel Prize winner. Columnist 
for the New York Times. Professor 
at Princeton. Noted author of numer-
ous best selling books on modern-day 
economics. His concern is that even 
though huge stimulus spending will 
occur through each quarter in 2010, the 
rate of change in spending peaked in 
the third quarter and that peak rate of 
percentage increase DID NOT trans-
lates into big growth in GDP. Uh-oh!

If there is no multiplier effect… if a dol-
lar spent by government only translates 
into a dollar increase in GDP, well…. there 
should be great pause in spending money 

which is borrowed. At best, there is a 
decreasing marginal productivity to each 
dollar spent by the government IF spend-
ing is deficit based.  And some think that 
deficit spending is  destructive to GDP. 
Why? Because unlike the Great Depres-
sion times, we have reached an inflection 
point in the total amount of debt (both 
private and public sector debt) which 
our economy can handle. Our total debt 
is expected to be $14 trillion relative to a 
$12 trillion U.S. economy.  

A recovery which reduces our unem-
ployment percentage needs to be 
extremely robust and it will require 
meaningful spending by the private sec-
tor- consumer and business. Until the 
private sector numbers/statistics show 
resuscitation, there is no foundation for 
a solid recovery. ■

— Jeannette Rohn Showalter is a South-
west Florida-based chartered financial 
analyst, considered to be the highest des-
ignation for investment professionals. She 
can be reached at jshowaltercfa@ yahoo.
com. ■

MONEY
From page B1

The 11th annual Entrepreneur’s Law 
School takes place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 30, at Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

The annual event is designed to help 
small business owners better understand 
legal issues pertaining to their particular 
businesses. Hour-long sessions will be led 
by local attorneys who are experts in small 
business legal matters. Participants will 
be able to ask specific questions without 
incurring expensive legal fees. Topics and 
presenters will include: 

• “The Changing Landscape for Condo 
and HOA Boards and Associations,” with 
Jennifer Birmingham and Jonathan Innis

• “Defending Against Foreclosure. Yes, 
You Can,” with Celia Deifik

• “The Entrepreneur’s Legal Checklist,” 
with Aaron Farmer 

• “Legal Considerations in Buying or 
Selling a Business,” with Donna Flam-
mang 

• “Business Entity Selection,” with Ste-
ven Gibbs 

• “Common Pitfalls of Contracts,” with 
Cheryl Hastings 

• “Employee Handbooks: An Important 
Tool for the Smallest Business,” with Sylvia 
Heldreth

• “Business Formation and Taxation,” 
with Jeff Janerio

• “Ensuring Synergy Between Your 
Estate Plan and Your Business Succession 
Plan,” with Mark Klym

• “Protecting Your Intellectual Prop-

erty. It’s Mine, NOT Yours,” with Lawrence 
Kolin

• “When the Immigration Service Comes 
Knocking: How to be Prepared for an 
Immigration Audit/Investigation,” with 
Lawrence M. Lebowitz

• “Legal Advice: Where, When, How and 
Why?” with Rachael Loukonen 

• “The Entrepreneur’s Guideline to 
Negotiating and Entering into a Commer-
cial Lease,” with John Sarrett

• “Commercial Leasing in the Current 
Market: Are you Getting Enough or Giving 
Too Much?” Ray  Schumann and Joseph 
Ariola

• “Immigration Law,” with Ricardo Skerrett
• “Employment Law: What Entrepre-

neurs Need to Know,” with Mark Trank
• “Hiring and Firing: Starting and End-

ing the Employer/Employee Relationship,” 
with Paul Valenti 

Tuition includes Lunch with the Law-
yers, with keynote speaker Richard 
Pegnetter, dean of the FGCU College of 
Business. Cost is $75 for the morning or 
afternoon sessions and $95 for the full day, 
if purchased in advance. At the door, half-
day tuition is $105 and full-day is $125. For 
information about scholarships, call Beth 
Hagan at 947-8085.

FGCU’s Small Business Development 
Center is coordinating this year’s Entre-
preneur’s Law School; sponsors are the law 
firm of Alvarez, Sambol, Winthrop, and 
Madson, P.A.; KeyBank and BriersCPA. For 
more information, call 743-3710.  ■

Local attorneys offer advice, expertise 
at FGCU Entrepreneur’s Law School

The importance of having a business 
plan and the how-to’s of preparing one 
are the subject of a workshop sponsored 
by SCORE Naples and the Greater Naples 
Chamber of Commerce beginning at 9 
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 9, at the chamber.

This is part one of a series targeted 
toward owners and decision-makers of 
start-up and early stage companies, as 
well as existing businesses that need a 
refresher on the subject. Attendees will 
learn the value of having a business 
plan and the major components involved. 
They will also learn the basic framework 
to determine whether or not they are 
ready to start and manage a business.

Presenters will be SCORE volunteers 
Bob Anderson, Vin Izzi and Becky Bokrand. 
Mr. Anderson is a retired executive from a 
FORTUNE 500 electrical company, with 
extensive experience in general manage-
ment, planning, sales and marketing. Mr. 
Izzi, the president of IZZI Business Con-
sulting, is a former IBM Executive Busi-
ness Institute faculty member, with exten-
sive experience in general management, 
education and training. Ms. Bokrand is a 
Florida-licensed CPA and Certified Fraud 
Examiner employed as a forensic accoun-
tant with a local CPA firm.

To sign up for the workshop, call 430-
0081 or visit www.scorenaples.org.  ■

The U.S. Census Bureau is looking 
for job applicants to work for the 2010 
Census. Peak hiring will be from Febru-
ary 2009 through the end of May 2010 
for temporary assignments, most lasting 
five to 10 weeks. Positions require U.S. 
citizenship, a driver’s license and use of 
a vehicle. Every applicant undergoes a 
background check.

A short-term job with long-term 
results, 2010 Census positions offer com-
petitive wages and flexible schedules. 

“The jobs also allow people to work in 
their neighborhoods and for their neigh-
borhoods,” says Marilia Matos, associate 
director for field operations with the 
Census Bureau. “We hire locally, and an 
accurate count means a fair distribution 
of money for schools, roads, neighbor-
hood improvements and elderly care in 
your community.”

For testing locations and more infor-
mation, call (866) 861-2010 or visit 
www.2010Censusjobs.gov.  ■

Free SCORE workshop covers
the importance of a business plan

2010 Census seeks short-term workers
for jobs February through May
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Want to walk the red carpet?
 Then you won’t want to miss a visit to 

Royalty & Hollywood Jewelry. The new 
boutique duplicates red carpet glamour 
by showcasing jewelry replicated from 
the private collections of Diana, Prin-
cess of Wales and former First Lady 
Jacqueline Kennedy as well as exquisite 
pieces that adorned Hollywood film 
and screen legends such as Marilyn 
Monroe, Audrey Hepburn, Lana Turner 
and Natalie Wood.

Customers can choose from more 
than 250 pieces of jewelry in the bou-
tique’s current anthology, with new 
arrivals added continually. Each piece is 
made in the U.S. of sterling silver with a 
24K gold, platinum or rhodium overlay 

and adorned with Swarovski crystals 
and comes with a certificate of authen-
ticity, history card and an elegant box.

Royalty & Hollywood Jewelry is filled 
with larger-than-life sized black-and-
white framed photos that tell the inti-
mate stories behind each piece of jew-
elry, offering history aficionados a stroll 
down memory lane.

In the early 1980s, no single piece of 
jewelry represented a fairy tale romance 
more than Princess Diana’s engagement 
ring. Diana had captured the public’s 
heart, and her taste in fine gems became 
an icon for the royal feeling every bride 
wants on her wedding day. Diana chose 
an oval blue sapphire engagement ring 
that weighed 9 carats and was sur-

rounded by 14 diamonds.
Royalty & Hollywood Jewelry has a 

meticulously crafted reproduction of 
Diana’s engagement ring in solid ster-
ling silver with a Swarovski sapphire 
crystal and CZ diamonds. Also available 
is the choker the princess wore with 
the famous black “Travolta” dress at the 
White House.

Royalty & Hollywood Jewelry is at 663 
Fifth Ave. S., two doors west of the Inn 
on Fifth Hotel. The shop is open from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Wednes-
day, from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday, and from noon to 5 
p.m. Sunday. For more information, call 
692-9551.  ■

Newly opened at Mercato, Byte Shop/
style LLC is a locally owned IT com-
pany and an expanded version of the 
original Byte Shop.

Byte Shop/style has a staff of certified 
home theater engineers and technicians 
who work with customer to ensure the 
finest service and experience possible. 

Inside the store, the ceiling grid with 
stage-style lighting shines a whole new 
light on shopping for computers, gam-
ing systems and home theater systems.

Got a sick computer? Byte Shop/style 
MCSE and A+ Certified technicians 
can test your hardware to isolate the 
problem. They can detect and eliminate 

viruses and repair printers. 
Computer classes and training are 

also offered, in levels from basic to 
advanced in software programs such as 
Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Outlook 
and Adobe Photoshop. 

For gamers, the shop is a state-of-the-
art gaming LAN (local area network) at 
night, featuring the “fastest computers 
on the planet” courtesy of Hardcore 
Computers. Each game station is a liquid 
immersed system with all the market’s 
latest and best hardware and preloaded 
with all of the must-experience games. 
Games include World of Warcraft, Ever-
quest II, Lord of the Rings Online, Star Wars Galaxies and EVE Online. 

The shop’s Web site, www.byteshop-
style.com, has an online chat system.

For businesses, Byte Shop/Business 
Solutions offers full-service IT with 
expertise in networking, cabling, com-
puter consulting, computer service, 
Web design, computer hardware, soft-
ware support and sales.

The new store at 9118 Strada Place 
in Mercato is open from 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Monday through Sunday. For more 
information, call 434-8087 or e-mail 
info@byteshop.com. ■

2010 marks 40 years of continued 
publication for Gulfshore Life maga-
zine. Throughout all of 2010’s issues, 
contributors will recall Southwest 

Florida’s colorful 
past in images and 
stories. “We will be 
looking back over 
40 years of life in 
our paradise,” says 
Editor- in-Chief 
David Sendler. 
“It should be fun, 
touching and illu-
minating to track 

the evolving fashions, manners, social 
scenes, cultural events and family 
lifestyles through the pages of Gulf-
shore Life. History will indeed come 
alive.”

For nearly 40 years, Gulfshore Life 
has captured the vibrant spirit, style 
and natural beauty of Southwest Flor-
ida’s Gulf Coast, from Fort Myers and 
Cape Coral down to Naples and Marco 
Island. Its coverage of local personali-
ties and pursuits, from arts and enter-
tainment to fashion, real estate and the 
luxury lifestyle, helps residents and 
visitors enjoy the best of the region. 
The magazine has earned numerous 
state and national awards for writ-
ing, design and publishing excellence, 
including recognition as Best Overall 
Magazine two years in a row from the 
Florida Magazine Association. 

For more information, visit www.
GulfshoreLife.com.  ■

Royalty & Hollywood Jewelry opens on Fifth Avenue South

State-of-the-art Byte Shop/style opens at Mercato

Gulfshore Life 
celebrates 40 

NEW IN BUSINESS

COURTESY PHOTO

Custom home theaters are a new offering at 
The Byte Shop/style.

COURTESY PHOTO

A 1980s fashion shoot

SENDLER
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2240 Davis Blvd
Naples, FL 34104

Open 6 days a week! • Complete 
Collision  Repair • 24 hour Towing • Rentals

239-775-6860 • www.economybodyshop.com 
Email : economybodyshop@aol.com

If an ACCIDENT gets you off 
course Remember.......

ALL ROADS LEAD TO US
•30 YEARS PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

•ALL INSURANCE CARRIERS WELCOME
•ON-SITE RENTALS

•STATE OF THE ART PAINT BOOTHS
•DIGITAL PAINT MATCHING SYSTEM

•4 DIGITAL MEASURED FRAME MACHINES
•PAYMENT OPTIONS AVAILABLE

PEST 
PROBLEMS? Call Larue... We Know Just What To Do.

“Larue does an outstanding job for Hope Hospice.   
  Larue’s professionals - call back, show up on  
  time and are customer focused.”
   - John Cioban, Hope Hospice of Southwest Florida

www.LaruePest.com
Big, Tall, Short, or Small???

 Solution...Custom Clothing

www.tomjames.com

Fine  Custom Clothing

BUSINESS BRIEFS

A former U.S. president and his 
former Florida governor brother, 
a former Israeli prime minister, a 
world-renowned art scholar and 
two colleagues from the staff of 
The New Yorker make up the 
2010 line-up of Naples Town Hall 
Distinguished Speakers.

Tickets are on sale now for 
the nonprofit series that begins 
Wednesday, Jan. 13, with “Why 
Israel Matters,” a lecture by Ehud 
Olmert, who was prime minister 
of Israel from 2006-2009.

Considered one of the most 
influential and respected lead-
ers in Israel’s history, Mr. Olmert 
forged intimate relationships 
with prominent world leaders 
including George W. Bush, Gor-
don Brown, Nicolas Sarkozy and 
Angela Merkel, which unified the 
global community with a shared 
vision for peace in the Middle 
East. As a speaker, he offers an 
in-depth analysis of the world’s 
most difficult and complex issues, 
including international security, 
urban infrastructure, universal 
health care and education reform.

George W. Bush, 43rd presi-
dent of the United States, and his 
brother Jeb Bush, 43rd governor 
of Florida, will participate in a 
moderated discussion at the Town 
Hall series on Tuesday, Feb. 16. 
Guest moderator Jim Angle is the 
chief Washington correspondent 
for FOX News and also serves as 
a substitute anchor for “Special 
Report with Bret Baier.”

The Town Hall lecturer on Sun-
day, Feb. 28, will be Phillipe de 
Montebello, the former director of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
After 31 years at the helm, Mr. de 
Montebello became the first-ever 
director emeritus of the MMA and 
is recognized throughout the world 
as one of the field’s most influen-
tial and articulate champions of 

integrity, authority, education and 
public access. Upon his retirement 
in December 2008, he was the lon-
gest-serving director in the Met’s 
nearly 140-year-long history.

Bringing the 2010 Town Hall sea-
son to a close, Malcolm Gladwell, 
best-selling author of “Outliers,” 
“Blink” and “The Tipping Point,” 
will take the stage on Friday, March 
26, with co-New Yorker Magazine 
essayist Adam Gopnik.

A staff writer for The New 
Yorker since 1996, Mr. Gladwell 
was named one of Time’s 100 
Most Influential People in 2005 
and received the American Socio-
logical Association’s first Award 
for Excellence in the Reporting of 
Social Issues in 2007.

Mr. Gopnik is best known as a 
staff writer for The New Yorker 
and as the author of the essay 
collection “Paris to the Moon,” an 
account of the five years he and 
his family spent in the French 
capital. His new book, “Angels & 
Ages: A Short Book about Dar-
win, Lincoln, and Modern Life,” 
explores the way we live today by 
looking at the birth of the mod-
ern era through the lives of two 
extraordinary people born within 
hours of each other 200 years ago 
this year.

About the Town Hall series
Throughout its 27-year history, 

the Town Hall series has enriched 
the community through the pre-
sentation of non-partisan ideas 
and issues that stimulate thought, 
enhance understanding and pro-
mote dialogue.

Programs take place at the 
Naples Grande Beach Resort.

The series is sold as a subscrip-
tion of four lectures. For more 
information, call 596-6524 or visit 
www.naplesdistinguishedspeak-
ers.org.  ■

Town Hall speakers series starts
with former Israeli prime minister

Learn how to change the way you feel 
at the inaugural New Beginnings Expo set 
for the Hilton Naples on Sunday, Jan. 17.

Organizers Philip Douglas, Doug Olsen 
and Peggy Sealfon say have taken matters 
into their own hands in the face of the 
international economic tsunami and have 
planned the expo to reconnect people 
with hope and optimism in tangible ways.

“After 300 people came to learn how to 
enter the zero-stress zone with yogi mas-
ter Gurudev Amrit Desai in September 
and having several friends lose jobs in the 
same week, Philip, Doug and I felt moti-
vated to do something that could make a 
difference in our community,” Ms. Sealfon 
explains.

A melting pot of practical information 
presented in an entertaining way, the 
day will focus on self-improvement both 
inside and out.

A major component will be information 

about job opportunities and re-training 
options. Area colleges, universities and 
technical schools will have information 
about acquiring new skills and adapting to 
the changing marketplace. 

Products to help you feel and look bet-
ter will also be featured. As the national 
spokesperson for Borghese, Philip Doug-
las will demonstrate new mineral makeup, 
and Marissa Collections will present style 
shows.

Representatives from Valpak of South-
west Florida will share ways to save 
money, and Stonewater Studio will dis-
play gemstone jewelry to reduce stress 
and improve health. Panache Desai will 
discuss ways to connect with your spiri-
tual side.

Admission will be $25 in advance and 
$35 at the door.

To purchase tickets, visit www.NewBe-
ginningsNaples.com or call 821-2266.  ■

Start off the New Year
at New Beginnings Expo

COURTESY PHOTO

TIB Bank presented Fun Time Early Childhood Academy a holiday donation made in the name 
of TIB clients. The gift will help the school, now in its 49th year, provide tuition assistance for 
preschool children of low-income working families in Naples. Pictured are, front row: Fun Time 
students with teacher Gwen Townsend; middle row: John Suddeth of Naples Capital Advisors 
and Michael Morris of TIB Bank; back row: Michael Watkins, Fun Time board member, Franny 
Kain, Fun Time executive director, and Sue and Peter Manion, Fun Time board co-chairs.

J. BUSH

GLADWELL

OLMERT

DE MONTEBELLO

GOPNIK

G. BUSH
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Children’s Museum of Naples at Harmon Meek Gallery

for United Arts Council board members

A reception at Encore Bank

NETWORKING

Curator Carrie Cutchens and exhibit designer Tony Lualdi

JoAnn Smallwood, Scott Herstin and Ginette Carrier

Kara Laufer and Ally Loos

Nicole Mihelich, Mark Klym and Pat Antonetti

Mary and Dr. Christos Papadopoulos

Tom Ray, Encore president, and Dr. Marilyn Varcoe

Jill and Carter Wheeler, Joe Cox and Zak Sinberg

We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, 
go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too.

Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.

COURTESY PHOTOS

COURTESY PHOTOS
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London Bay Homes closes 
on Mediterra purchase 

CBIA inducts 
its first Hall of 
Fame members

Naples-based London Bay Homes has 
closed on its purchase of the remaining 
50 single-family home and villa sites in 
Mediterra, the luxury golf community 
developed by Bonita Bay Group. Lon-
don Bay has also assumed immediate 
responsibility for the sales and market-
ing operations for the community. Terms 
of the acquisition were not disclosed. 

London Bay now owns 100 home sites 
in Mediterra. The company’s primary 
focus in Mediterra is in the Cortile and 
Lucarno neighborhoods, where it is 
building villa and estate homes priced 
from about $1 million to $4 million.

In addition to London Bay’s home sites, 
approximately 50 individual owners own 
home sites in the community, while about 
40 other home sites are held by two 
neighborhood builders. Mark Wilson, 

president of London Bay Homes, says 
nearly every builder at Mediterra has 
agreed to continue to participate in the 
community’s builder program.

“We are very excited about the oppor-
tunities that lie before us,” Mr. Wilson 
says. “This purchase, coupled with the 
members’ recent acquisition of the com-
munity’s golf courses and beach club,

The Collier Building Industry Asso-
ciation has announced its first inductees 
into the newly created Housing Hall of 
Fame. At the annual CBUIA installation 
banquet in December at Grey Oaks 
Country Club, the six inaugural honor-
ees were recognized for their leadership 
in the building industry and for their 
contributions in building the foundation 
of the CBIA. They are:

• The late Charles Morgan Abbott, 
a longtime member CBIA member 
and advocate for the building indus-
try — Mr. Abbott, who died Oct. 2, 
2009, had lived in Naples since 1974 
and began his career with the National 
Park Service. He owned and oper-
ated a construction and remodeling 
company for more than three decades. 
He served on the Development Ser-
vices Advisory Committee in Collier 
County, as well as on several CBIA 
committees over the years.

Jeff Maddox presented the award 
to Mr. Abbott’s widow, Linda, and 
remembered him for his “famous sense 
of humor, his passion for the building 
industry and its causes, his reputation 
as a true southern gentleman, and his 
devotion to his family, his country and 
his faith.”

• John Wiseman, who has been 
a member of CBIA since 1987 —A 
graduate of the University of Florida 
School of Building Construction, Mr. 
Wiseman began his career with CORE 
Construction and ultimately served as 
the company’s Florida president and 
grew it into a division with annual rev-
enues of more than $110 million.

Mr. Wiseman has held many posi-
tions within the CBIA, including presi-
dent of the association in 1998. He 
was instrumental in starting the CBIA 
Trades Council and worked to insure 
that the council had a permanent seat 
on the CBIA board of directors. The 
association named him Builder of the 
Year in 2001. In addition, he has held 
every builder office in the Florida 
Home Builders Association, including 
president in 2006. He supports the 
Future Builders of America program 
and has served the community as a 
member of the Ad-Hoc Urban Fringe 
Committee, the board of Leadership 
Collier, the board of the Naples Area 
Chamber of Commerce and the Presi-
dent’s Council of International Col-
lege.  He was also chairman for the 
Board of Leadership Institute.

• Robert Fenton, a charter mem-
ber of the Collier County Builders 
and Contractors Association — With 
more than 20 years of participation 
within CBIA and the Florida Home 
Builders Association, Mr. Fenton has 
held numerous industry positions and 
received several awards and honors.

In 1987, the year Mr. Fenton served 
as membership chair, association 
membership grew from 600 to 800, 
and CBIA received top honors for 
membership growth and second-place 
honors for membership totals from 
the National Association of Home-
builders. Mr. Fenton was associate

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

‘Quick-build’ villa already permitted at Belle Lago 

The Saranac, a new quick-build villa 
home by Toll Brothers, has been released 
for sale at Belle Lago, a community of 
single-family homes in Estero.

Gene Gartlan, senior project manager, 
explains that quick-build homes have 
building permits in place, but construc-
tion has not yet begun. This allows buy-
ers to select options that create a home 
to meet individual needs, yet with the 
permit in place, construction can begin 
as soon as selections are complete.

The Saranac, which has a Chateau 
exterior design, is a three-bedroom, two-
bath home with a den. It encompasses

COURTESY PHOTO

The pool and outdoor living area of the Alicante 

SEE CBIA, B13 

SEE LONDON, B17 

SEE SARANAC, B16 

COURTESY PHOTO

The Saranac villa 
by Toll Brothers

“This purchase, coupled with the members’ recent acquisition of the community’s golf courses 
and beach club, should give prospective home buyers great confidence in their decision to 

invest in Mediterra.” 
— Mark Wilson, president of London Bay Homes



STAYING THE course. . . 
AND ONLY GETTING BETTER.

Grey Oaks. Serene and luxurious, ideally located and more lovely all the time. 

But the true beauty of Grey Oaks isn’t just the elegantly manicured greens or the impeccable service  

everywhere you turn. It’s not only the warm camaraderie of a prosperous community, or  

the grace of the beautifully finished homes — the true beauty of Grey Oaks is  

its legacy: a thriving private club flourishing now and into the future. 

Grey Oaks Country Club. Timeless Beauty. Timely Value.

Resident and non-resident memberships available.

 www.greyoaks.com  

 Airport Pulling Road, north of Golden Gate Parkway, in the heart of Naples

Grey Oaks is offered by Grey Oaks Realty, Inc., a licensed real estate broker. Prices, features and availability subject to change without notice.

New Decorator Models – Open Daily 
Spacious Coach Homes from the $600s

Luxurious Single-Family Villas from $895,000
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248-7284
www.fl agulfrealestate.com

brendabergin@earthlink.net

Brenda Bergin, Realtor
Boating, 
Beach or 
Golf?

Oyster Bay, 1165 Clam Court #6 
Boat dock is included in this spacious 
waterfront condo. No membership or 
docking fees. Unique 2 story fl oor plan 
just minutes from 5th Avenue and the 
beautiful Naples Beaches.  
$419,000

21300 Lancaster Run, 
#916 Stoneybrook 
Play golf without the high fees. 
1st fl oor, 2 plus den condo with lake 
views. Just reduced to:  
$164,900

Vanderbilt Towers, 1 Bluebill Ave. 
Walk to the Vanderbilt Beach from this beautiful, 
totally renovated condo. Over $110,000 spent 
on redesign and professional decorating. The 
open fl oor plan makes this unit seem much 
larger than it is and what a great location! 

The beach is just steps away.  
$490,000

20581 Country Creek Drive 
Golf included with this picture perfect 
villa.  Two bedrooms plus a den end unit 
with nice view.  Close to everything.
The ultimate Florida lifestyle.  
$188,000

RED
UCED

PEN
DING

Patrick Dearborn SELLS Marbella Lakes

“Life is great in Naples”Patrick Dearborn, LLC
Realtor/John R. Wood Realtors
‘Multi Million Dollar Producer ‘04-’09’

239-877-4340 mobile
 www.iLoveNaplesFLA.com

New Gated Community in the heart of Naples built by GL Homes. Prices starting at $199,000! 
 Call me today to fi nd out more or to schedule your private tour of this wonderful community!

P
at

Pamplona Model 

sta
rtin

g at $449,000

Barce
lona Model 

sta
rtin

g at $349,000

Avila
 Model 

sta
rtin

g at $360,000

vice president for CBIA in 1990 and asso-
ciate vice president for FHBA in 1989. He 
was named CBIA Associate of the Year 
in 1987.

• Hank Krehling, a CBIA member for 
more than 20 years — Mr. Krehling has 
been honored with numerous awards 
over the years, including recognition as 
Associate of the Year in 1986. He is the 
founder of Krehling Industries concrete 
company, which has been a driving force 
in the building industry for more than 
35 years.

• John Hash, a member of CBIA 
since 1986 — Mr. Hash served as CBIA 
president in 2000, when the association 
was recognized as top in membership 
growth with NAHB and became the 
third largest association in the state. Mr. 
Hash spearheaded the effort to build the 
current CBIA headquarters building and 
is one of the association’s 25 Remodel-
ers Council charter members. He led 
efforts to institute construction manage-
ment programs at Edison College and 
International College and chaired the 
committee that developed the Academy 

of Architecture, Construction and Engi-
neering at Lely High School.

Mr. Hash continues to support the 
Collier Building Industry Foundation, 
which fosters career development in the 
building industry among high school 
students.

• Patti Decker, a CBIA supporter 
for more than 20 years — Ms. Decker 
moved to Naples in 1976 from New York 
and spent many years working with Sam 
Colding in the Collier County Property 
Appraiser’s office. In 1988, she founded 
Action Title Services and joined the 
CBIA, where she has served in key posi-
tions on various councils and initiatives, 
including the Sales and Marketing Coun-
cil, golf tournament efforts and member-
ship drives. She was awarded Affiliate 
of the Year with the Women’s Council 
of Realtors and the Naples Board of 
Realtors and has participated in Kiwanis 
Club for the past 20 years.  

Founded in 1985, CBIA is a 600-mem-
ber association of builders, remodelers, 
interior designers and other housing 
industry professionals. It is one of 800 
state and local associations and operates 
under the auspices of the Florida Home 
Builders Association and the National 
Association of Home Builders.

For more information about CBIA, call 
436-6100 or visit www.cbia.net. ■

CBIA
From page 11

Trends and directions in real estate 
development and how to stay ahead 
of the curve is the theme for the 13th 
annual Urban Land Institute Winter 
Institute from 8 a.m. to noon Wednes-
day, Jan. 20, at Spanish Wells Coun-
try Club in Bonita Springs. Speakers 
include Gregory Miller, senior econo-
mist, SunTrust Banks; Bob Koch, AIA, 
of Fugelberg Koch Architects; author 

Anthony Downs; and Patrick Slevin of 
The Slevin Group.

The ULI Southwest Florida 2010 Path-
finder Award also will be presented.

Registration is $35 for ULI members, 
$50 for non-members and $20 for gov-
ernment employees and full-time stu-
dents. There is also a special rate for 
those who are unemployed.

For more information, call 465-0266. ■

ULI announces Winter Institute
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OPEN DAILY  •  NEW 2 and 3 BEDROOM
• Upgraded Condos • Water Views • Huge Lanai • Garage • Davis Blvd.

JEAN  239-293-7269

Peak Realty Partners, LLC 
711 5th Ave. S., Suite 200
Naples, Florida 34102
Tel: (239) 213-0900 
www.peakrlty.com

NEW CONSTRUCTION
PARK SHORE

3747 Fountainhead Ct. - This brand 
new 3,337 square-foot home has 4 
bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, and a 3-car 
garage. Professionally decorated and 
furnished. Includes granite counter-
tops, stainless steel appliances, lanai 
with summer kitchen, pool and spa. 
Call Danielle Smith, 239-398-0910

NEW CONSTRUCTION
MARCO ISLAND

151 Shorecrest Ct. - Brand new 3 
bedroom, 2 bath home with large 
great room, study, formal dining 
room, screened lanai overlooking 
the canal with 80’ of water frontage. 
Master suite has master bath with 
jetted tub and walkthrough shower. 
Call Danielle Smith, 239-398-0910

NEW CONSTRUCTION
MARCO ISLAND

1979 San Marco Rd. - This newly 
constructed 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
Marco Island home is as cozy as it is 
peaceful. The home features granite 
countertops, premium tile flooring, 
custom cherry cabinets, stainless 
steel appliances and pool. Call Dan-
ielle Smith, 239-398-0910

NEW CONSTRUCTION
OLDE NAPLES

1025 5th St., S. - This Olde Florida 
styled home is professionally deco-
rated and furnished with 3 bedrooms, 
3.5 baths and gourmet kitchen. Fea-
tures include elevator, granite coun-
tertops, custom cherry cabinets, 
stainless steel appliances, & high-end 
finishes. Danielle Smith, 239-398-0910

Peak Realty Partners is an aggressive, growth-oriented full-service real estate firm that offers qualified 
candidates an exciting career to grow professionally and personally. Peak Realty is currently looking for 
licensed sales agents with commercial or residential sales experience in SWFL. Benefits include a pre-
mier address, full broker support & training, no desk fees, no transaction fees and professional advertis-
ing paid by the firm. For consideration, please send resume to: budb@peakrlty.com or fax: 239-649-6735

Reduced Price: $1,599,000

List Price: $874,500

SPECTACULAR WATER VIEWS
PARK SHORE 

3755 Crayton Rd. - This charming 
and gracious residence includes 4 
bedrooms, den, 4.5 baths and 2-car 
garage. Kitchen features custom 
cabinets, granite countertops, and 
GE appliances. The exterior includes 
boat dock, boat lift, pool and spa. 
Call Danielle Smith, 239-398-0910

List Price: $3,195,000

List Price: $495,000

List Price: $2,640,000

SECURE CAR STORAGE ON 
MARCO ISLAND

Progressive Car Condos - Purchase a 
Car Condo and protect your valuable 
classic and seasonal cars, jet-skis, 
and motorcycles from Florida’s harsh 
weather in a state-of-the-art climate-
controlled building meeting require-
ments for museum quality storage. 
Call Rebecca Hayden, 239-340-3302
Individually For Sale: $13,500

NEW CONSTRUCTION
OLDE NAPLES

950 8th St., S. - This brand new home 
has 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, pool and 
spa. Features include spiral staircase, 
gourmet kitchen, granite countertops, 
stainless steel appliances, natural 
stone flooring, crown moldings, two 
laundry rooms and fireplace.
Call Danielle Smith, 239-398-0910

List Price: $2,750,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION
MARCO ISLAND

353 Rockhill Ct. - Newly construct-
ed home is professionally decorated 
and furnished with Gulf access and 
excellent water views. The luxurious 
home has 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, of-
fice, and 3-car garage. Enjoy the wa-
ter views off the lanai, pool & spa. 
Danielle Smith, 239-398-0910

List Price: $1,540,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION
MARCO ISLAND

768 Bluebonnet Ct. - Newly con-
structed 3 bedroom + study, 2 bath, 
and 2-car garage home with canal 
access. Features include custom 
cherry cabinets, premium tile floor-
ing, stainless steel appliances, crown 
moldings, covered lanai and private 
pool. Danielle Smith, 239-398-0910

Reduced Price: $874,500

NEW CONSTRUCTION
MARCO ISLAND

805 Caribbean Ct. - This home in-
cludes 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, study, 
and 2-car garage. Features include 
custom cherry cabinets, premium 
tile flooring, wet bar, stainless steel 
appliances, boat dock and lift, lanai 
with private pool and spa. Danielle 
Smith, 239-398-0910

List Price: $984,500

Peak Realty Is Now Hiring Sales Associates!

Price 
Reduced!

Price 
Reduced!

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THESE NEWLY CONSTRUCTED HOMES, CALL 239-213-0900!

 2,558 square feet under air.
The master suite offers a generous 

sitting room of more than 100 square 
feet and two large walk-in closets. The 

master bath has marble countertops, a 
Roman soaking tub, separate shower, 
private water closet, and glass block. 

The kitchen includes GE stainless steel 
appliances and granite counters.  

Originally $493,995, the villa is offered 
for $399,995.

Belle Lago’s amenities are completed 
and open for resident use and include 

a  clubhouse with fitness center, library/
craft room, Internet café, card/TV 
lounge and locker rooms. Outdoors, 
there are Hydro-grid clay tennis courts, 
a half-court basketball court and a pool.  
Walking trails wind throughout the com-
munity, its nature preserves and parks.

Toll Brothers offers 13 home designs 
within Belle Lago, ranging in size from 

2,350 square feet to 4,356 square feet and 
priced from the mid-$300,000s. Four 
designer-furnished models are open.

The Belle Lago Sales and Information 
Center is open 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mon-
days, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday, and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sundays. 
For more information, call 243-9304 or 
visit www.tollbrothers.com. ■

SARANAC
From page B11



NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLY    WEEK OF JANUARY 7-13, 2010    REAL ESTATE    B17

ESTERO - GOLF COURSE VIEW!
TOWNHOUSE/FURNISHED - $325,000

ESTERO - CYPRESS COVE/WILDCAT RUN GOLF
3 BED/DEN/2 BATH/2 CAR MEMBERSHIP INCLUDED - $325,000

ESTERO - PEACEFUL SERENE SUNSETS! 3 BED/2 BATH/
2 CAR/READY TO MOVE INTO!  $285,000 TURNKEY

ESTERO - GOLF COURSE VIEWS! 3 BED/2.5 BA/2 CAR       
WAS $629,000 NOW $349,000.

 ESTERO - GRANDEZZA/OAKWOOD 2 
BED+DEN/2 BATH/2 CAR - NOW $285,000!

ESTERO - 5 BEDROOMS/5 BATHS/3 CAR GARAGE/ 
HEATED POOL/POLE BARN/CABANA & 5 ACRES!  

NOW PRICED AT $625,000

ESTERO - READY FOR IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY!
WAS $1,595,000 NOW $875,000

ESTERO - ROOKERY POINTE 
4 BED/3 BATH/3 CAR/GAS HEATED POOL/ SPA - $499,000

Jamie Lienhardt
Licensed Real Estate Professional/REALTOR®

239-565-4268
Jamie@swfl moves.com

Gulfcoast Premier Realty
9250 Corkscrew Road, Suite One, 

Estero, Florida 33928

PRIC
E R

EDUCED!

A Prosperous and Happy New Year!

Annual/Seasonal Rentals

Naples Furnished

Naples Retail

Naples Unfurnished

Th e Strand/Mango Cay  
3bd./2.5ba $2400 mo. annual/$3900 mo. seasonal

Mediterra/Calabria  
3bd+den/3ba $4000 mo. seasonal

www.trueswfl orida.com
239-210-1521

Olympia Park
Vanderbilt Beach/Airport Road

Grande Reserve at Th e Strand
3bd/3ba w/elevator $2200 mo. annual

should give prospective 
home buyers great con-
fidence in their decision 
to invest in Mediterra.”  
The member-owned 
club is very well capital-
ized, ensuring its stabil-
ity well into the future, 
he added.

Mediterra has been 
named Community of the 
Year by the Collier Build-
ing Industry Association 
five times, received the 
Award of Excellence for 
Open Spaces from the Florida Chap-
ter of the American Society of Land-
scape Architects and has been honored 
with the Environmental Leader in Golf 
Award from Golf Digest.

London Bay has operated in the 
Naples market since 1990 and has devel-
oped its reputation building custom 
homes in many of the area’s most exclu-
sive neighborhoods and communities. 
In 2008, the company was one of just 
two companies that earned recogni-
tion as “America’s Best Builder” from 
Builder Magazine. The company is cur-
rently building custom homes in the 
Naples area, and developing its signa-
ture Village community luxury home 
product at Mediterra and The Estuary 
at Grey Oaks in Naples, Miromar Lakes 
in Estero, and Lakewood Ranch near 
Sarasota. 

Mediterra includes two Tom Fazio-
designed golf courses, a 25,000-square-
foot clubhouse, a sports club and a 
beach club along the Gulf of Mexico. ■

LONDON
From page B11

COURTESY PHOTO
Above right: The outdoor living room of the Alicante.

with Membership to Naples Harbour Yacht Club
Spacious 3bd/2bth Plus Office, Family & Fitness Rooms

Electric Hurricane Shutters Protect & Secure 
this Concrete Structure.

By Appointment Only.
1680 Avion Place Behind Naples Airport

$679,000
Kathi Kilburn-Bruce 239-537-1691

kathi.kilburn@floridamoves.com

Spectacular Waterfront Residence

kk
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Florida Weekly’s Open Houses

Call 239.325.1960 to be included in Florida Weekly’s Open Houses.

- SWEET BAY • 9799 Bay Meadow • 
$998,000  • Premier Properties • Cathy/
George Lieberman 777-2441

>$1,000,000
17 • KENSINGTON - KENSINGTON 
GARDENS • 5221 Old Gallows Way • 
$1,199,000  • Premier Properties • Tess 
McCarthy 207-0118

18 • BONITA BAY - COCONUT ISLE 
• 26429 Brick Lane • $1,295,000 • Premier 
Properties • Connie Lummis 289-3543 

19 • ROYAL HARBOR • 1935 Snook Drive 
• $1,299,000 • Premier Properties • Isabelle 
Edwards 564-4080 

20 • BONITA BAY - HORIZONS • 4731 
Bonita Bay Blvd. #1803 • $1,495,000  • Pre-
mier Properties • Carol Johnson/Michael 
Lickley 948-4000

21 • THE CROSSINGS - STONEGATE 
• 7380 Stonegate Drive • $1,699,000  • Pre-
mier Properties • Sharon Kaltenborn 404-
7887

22 • ESTUARY at GREY OAKS • 1485 
Anhinga Pointe • Priced from $1,795,000 
• Premier Properties • Call 239-261-3148 • 
Mon. - Sat. 9-5 & Sun. 12-5

23 • OLD NAPLES • 483 Palm Circle West 
• $1,795,000  • Premier Properties • Marty 
& Debbi McDermott 564-4231

24 • OLD NAPLES • 408 Central Avenue 
• $1,995,000  • Premier Properties • Steve 
Smiley 298-4327

>$2,000,000
25 • VANDERBILT BEACH - MORAYA 
BAY • 11125 Gulfshore Drive • From 
$2,500,000 • Premier Properties • Call 239-
514-5050 • Mon. - Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 12-5 

26 • BAREFOOT BEACH - BAYFRONT 
GARDENS • 209 Bayfront Drive • 
$2,595,000  • Premier Properties • Cynthia 
Joannou 273-0666. • Call for access

>$3,000,000
27 • MARCO ISLAND • 512 Antilles 
Court • $3,299,000  • Premier Properties • 
Roe Tamagni 398-1222 

28 • BONITA BAY - BAYWOODS • 
26301 Woodlyn Drive • $3,395,000  • Pre-
mier Properties • Carol Wood/Claire 
McMahon 822-3709

29 • MOORINGS • 363 Cuddy Court • 
$3,995,000  • Premier Properties • Michael 
Lawler 571-3939

>$10,000,000
30 • PORT ROYAL • 1176 Spyglass Lane • 
$12,500,000 • Premier Properties • Richard 
G. Prebish II 357-6628 
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Open Houses are Sunday 1-4, 
unless otherwise marked

>$300,000
1 • PELICAN LANDING - CREEKSIDE 
CROSSING • 25272 Pelican Creek Circle #201 
• $299,000  • Premier Properties of Southwest 
Florida, Inc., REALTORS • John Coburn 825-
3464

2 • MOORINGS - COQUINA CLUB • 3200 
Gulf Shore Blvd. N. #314 • $374,000 • Premier 
Properties • Larry/Mary Catherine White 287-
2818

>$400,000
3 • THE STRADA AT MERCATO • Located 
just North of Vanderbilt Beach Rd on US 41 • 
Contemporary living from the low $400s • Pre-
mier Properties • Call 800-719-5136 • Mon. - Sat. 
10-8 and Sun. 12-8

4 • LEMURIA • 7172 Lemuria Circle #1801 
• From the Mid $400s • Premier Properties • 
Tom Gasbarro 404-4883. • Mon. - Fri. 10-4 and 
Sat. - Sun. 1-4

5 • PELICAN BAY - L’AMBIANCE • 500 
L’Ambiance Circle #108 • $479,000  • Premier 
Properties • Jeannie McGearty 248-4333

6 • PARK SHORE - TERRACES • 4751 Gulf 
Shore Blvd. N. #1403 • $485,000  • Premier 
Properties • Ed Cox/Jeff Cox 860-8806 

6B • Oyster Bay • 1165 Clam Ct. #6 • $419,000 
• Brenda Bergin, Downing Frye Realty, Inc. • 
239-248-7284

>$500,000
7 • TREVISO BAY • 9004 Tamiami Trail East 
• Priced from $500s • Premier Properties • Call 
239-643-1414 • Tues. - Sat. 9-4

8 • PELICAN MARSH - VENTURA • 8816 
Ventura Way • $525,000  • Premier Properties • 
Pat Duggan 216-1980

>$600,000
9 • BONITA BAY - ESPERIA & TAVIRA • 
26951 Country Club Drive • New construction 
priced from the $600s. • Premier Properties 
• Call 800-311-3622. • Mon. - Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 
12-5 

10 • PELICAN LANDING - CAPRI • 24709 
Hollybrier Lane • $618,000  • Premier Proper-
ties • Maryanne Kennedy 405-0266

>$700,000
11 • PELICAN ISLE YACHT CLUB III • 425 
Dockside Drive #403 • $785,000  • Premier 
Properties • Suzanne Ring 821-7550

12 • MOORINGS • 715 Ketch Drive • $795,000  
• Premier Properties • Mitch/Sandra Williams 
370-8879

>$800,000
13 • THE DUNES - GRANDE PRESERVE 
• 280 Grande Way • From $875,000 • Premier 
Properties • Call 239-594-1700 • Mon. - Sat. 10-5 
and Sun. 12-5

14 • SEAGATE • 5133 Seahorse Avenue • 
$899,000  • Premier Properties • Bob Sullivan 
961-1678

>$900,000
15 • MEDITERRA - VILLORESI • 15746 Vil-
loresi Way • $950,000  • Premier Properties • 
Emily K. Bua/Tade Bua-Bell 213-7420

16 • THE BROOKS - SHADOW WOOD 





Quail West Golf & Country Club is offered by Quail West Realty, LLC., a licensed 
real estate broker.  Prices, features and availability subject to change without notice.

MODELS OPEN DAILY

Opportunity isn’t just knocking, it’s...
Kicking in the door.

New single-family villas from $985,000 

Luxury estate homes from $2 million

You won’t find these views.

At these prices.

With this club lifestyle.

A N Y W H E R E .

Oversized Estate Homesites from the $300’s 
Similar properties sold previously for $1.1 million.

If you ever plan to live in a private golf 

community in Southwest Florida, you owe  

it to yourself to visit Quail West this season.  

While your dream home may still be a few  

years away, the unprecedented pricing on 

oversized golf and lake estate homesites won’t 

last. Visit today and inquire about special  

developer incentives. 

DEBT FREE, 
MEMBER OWNED

Just south of Bonita Beach Road on Bonita Grande
6289 Burnham Road, Naples

QuailWest.com
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WEEK 
at-a-glance

Strange beasts
Terry Kovel reports Japanese
monster toys from the ’60s and ’70s 
are a big hit among collectors. C24 

Strip-center surprise 
Neither generic nor lackluster, Remy’s 
Bistro brings Old World ambience to 
a busy Naples neighborhood. C31  

‘Classical 3’
Music writer Peg Longstreth says
don’t miss violin virtuoso Ilya Kaler
at the Philharmonic this week. C9 

‘Classical 3’

Opera at the movies
Three area theaters will broadcast
“Der Rosenkavalier” with Renee 
Fleming live from the The Met. C12 

C’mon to Harmon-Meek Gallery for a peek at  museum collections

Get a sneak peek at the art collection of 
the future Children’s Museum of Naples 
by visiting Harmon-Meek Gallery between 
now and Friday, Jan. 15. The preview fea-
tures the folk art collection of Dr. Ernes-
tine O’Connell, which eventually will have 
a permanent home at C’mon.

Amassed over a period of more than 
50 years, the collection is comprised of 
more than 2,000 ceremonial, decorative and 
everyday objects such as masks, textiles, 
dolls and puppets from countries includ-
ing Kenya, Brazil, China, Australia, India 

and Cuba. When C’mon opens next fall, the 
treasures will be exhibited at the museum’s 
World Café, where a different culture will 
be celebrated every quarter through arts and 
crafts, music, language, food and geography.

Harmon-Meek Gallery also has on dis-
play through the middle of this month

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY_________________________

COURTESY PHOTO

The cast of “Opus,” 
from left: Chris 
Clavelli, Rachel 
Burttram, Davies 
Giles, Brendan 
Powers and Tom 
Nowicki

A marriage between two people pos-
sesses unique joys and challenges.

Now imagine being married to not 
one, but three other people. Some say 
that’s what it’s like to be a musician in 
a string quartet.

It’s not just the amount of time spent 
together rehearsing, performing and 
traveling, but the intimacy of creating 
music together. Members in a string 
quartet are intuitively aware of each 
other and communicate on a nonver-
bal level; while performing, they even 
breathe in unison.

“In a way, the performance is the 
medium that this intimate relationship 

BY NANCY STETSON

nstetson@fl oridaweekly.com

‘Opus’ plays the 

Florida Rep. 

through Jan. 24. 
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SEE OPUS, C4 

Playwright 
Michael Hollinger 

and the music 
of words ...

Opus

COURTESY IMAGE

The mask of Ngady aMwaash, one of three used 
to symbolize royal ancestors of the Kuba king-
dom in Zaire-Angola

SEE C’MON, C15  
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NAPLES PRINCESS

$5595
*Price does not include tax, 
port or service.  Per person.

Live Tropical Entertainment
 featuring guitarist Ron Rutz 

Tuesday the 12th 
 Upcoming Sounds of Sinatra featuring Tony Avalon 

Tuesday the 26th

Call (239) 649-2275 For Reservations

Catch the sunset from the new 3rd deck
$25 for any sightseeing cruise this entire month. 

Price does not include tax or port charge.

                 Contact Artis
    >>Send your dating tips, questions, and 

disasters to: sandydays@floridaweekly.com

stuck his own finger into the pot. It 
marked a symbolic moment in our court-
ship, a kind of baptism by petroleum 
jelly.

As for the guy in my business class?  
“Sorry,” I lied. “I don’t have any on 

me.”  
We just don’t have that kind of rela-

tionship. ■

I was sitting in a class recently, listen-
ing to the instructor run through the 
business of journalism, when during a 
break in the lecture the guy next to me 
asked, “Do you have any ChapStick?”

Now, I am a Chapstick fiend. I’m one 
of those people who own a dozen tubes 
at any given time — one for each of 
my bags, two for the car, a couple for 
the kitchen cabinets, anywhere where 
I might find myself in a dry-lipped 
frenzy, frantically searching for sweet 
petroleum relief.  

So, when the guy from class asked if 
I had any on me, the answer, of course, 
was yes. But here’s my dilemma: While I 
know him, and I might go so far as to say 
we’re friends, would I share my lip balm 
with him? Let’s be honest. ChapStick 
sharing can be an intimate ritual. It’s like 
kissing by extension. And who knows 
where his mouth has been?

There’s an old “Saturday Night Live” 
skit where Dana Carvey’s character pulls 
out a tube of ChapStick and the man next 
to him says, “Oh, ChapStick! Can I borrow 
that?” Before Mr. Carvey has a chance to 
decline, the man 
takes the tube 
and applies 
it to his own 

ChapStick sharing marks a moment of intimacy

SANDY DAYS, SALTY NIGHTS

ArtisHENDERSON
sandydays@floridaweekly.com

“...the tube of 

ChapStick she kept  

    in the bathroom     

        cabinet — the 

one she used 

religiously — had 

been doubling as 

feline butt balm....”

lips. The ChapStick then gets passed 
along to a string of increasingly grub-
by people, including a man with food 
trapped in his beard and a rough-looking 
hooker. Finally, an alien with giant, crusty 
lips rolls up and takes a swipe. When the 
alien finishes, it insists Dana Carvey take 
back the tube.

Then there’s the story Ellen DeGeneres 
read on her show, the one about the 
mother who shared her ChapStick with 
her 3-year-old son. One morning, round-
ing a corner, the mother spotted her son 
applying the lip salve to the behind of the 
family cat. “Chapped,” the boy said. In a 
flash of understanding, the woman real-
ized that the tube of ChapStick 

she kept in the 

bathroom 
cabinet — the 
one she used 
religiously — had 
been doubling 
as feline butt 
balm.

The decision to share lip ointment 
does not come lightly.  I remember the 
first time I lent mine to the Captain, 
marking the moment when I trusted 
him enough — and cared about him 
enough — to allow his lips to grace 
my personal soothing agent.  
The moment came with a tub 
of Vaseline, the travel-sized 
variety that lasts three years 
for the moderate user and 
two months for the true 
addict. The Captain was 
visiting my place over 
the summer, and we 
had just come in from a 
long day of play- ing in 

the park. I stepped 
into the 

r e s t r o o m 
and pulled my 

Vaseline jar 
out of the cabi-
net above the 
sink. I dipped 
my finger into 
the oily gunk 
and then 
offered it 

to him. He 
gratefully 

accept-
ed and 
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alien finishes, it insists Dana Carvey takea
back the tube.

Then there’s the story Ellen DeGeneres
read on her show, the one about the
mother who shared her ChapStick with
her 3-year-old son. One morning, round-
ing a corner, the mother spotted her son
applying the lip salve to the behind of the
family cat. “Chapped,” the boy said. In a
flash of understanding, the woman real-
ized that the tube of ChapStick

she kept in the

bathroom
cabinet — the 
one she used 
religiously — had
been doubling 
as feline butt 
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him enough — and cared about him
enough — to allow his lips to grace 
my personal soothing agent.
The moment came with a tub
of Vaseline, the travel-sized 
variety that lasts three years 
for the moderate user and
two months for the true 
addict. The Captain was 
visiting my place over 
the summer, and we 
had just come in from a 
long day of play- ing in 
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into the 
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Al Fresco Dining

1209 3rd Street S - 239 261 2253 • www.janestogo.com

Breakfast & Lunch • Mon. - Sat. 8am - 3pm
Dinner menu now to include fl atbreads, tropical skewers, and

light fare, complimentary glass of  house wine with entree purchase

Breakfast & Lunch
Sunday Brunch

Live entertainment on SundaysDinner Thursday • 5pm-8:30pm

Live Music 
in the 

Courtyard
Tuesday thru 

Sunday Nights

Bar Menu Available

Early 
Dining 
Menu

4:30 to 6 p.m.

7 Nights
3 Courses, $24 

HW Gallery 239.263.6640

www.hwgallery.com  

Jorge Blanco
Mark Dickson
Sam Francis

Robert Natkin

Jim Dine
Helen Frankenthaler

Robert Rauschenberg
Pablo Picasso

T A K I N G  R O O T  A T
A  N E W L O C A T I O N

137 TENTH STREET, NAPLES

137 TENTH STREET NORTH, NAPLES, FLORIDA
P239.434.6700

1290 THIRD STREET SOUTH, NAPLES, FLORIDA
P239.434.6601
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exists within, just as on stage, two actors, 
through the medium of the play, can have 
a relationship that, in some ways, may be 
more intimate than their real-life relation-
ships,” says playwright Michael Hollinger. 
“I think, because music is wordless, it’s 
closer to the expression of pure emotion, 
feeling without connotation.

“So when you look across your music 
stand and connect with another player 
who’s joining your melody line, for 
example, something passes between you, 
if it’s working well, that’s kind of unim-
peded by the usual constraints of social 
interaction.”

Athletes on sports teams experience 
a similar intimacy, he says, working 
together intuitively, symbiotically.

Mr. Hollinger’s award-winning play, 
“Opus,” examines what happens to 
a world-famous string quartet when 
that careful balance and intimacy is 
disturbed. When the quartet is on the 
verge of playing a prestigious, televised 
concert at the White House, the violist 
disappears and they have to hire a new 
one, who’s talented, but unproven.

“Opus” plays at the Florida Repertory 
Theatre through Jan. 24, and is produced 
by the same creative team that pre-
sented “Dancing at Lughnasa,” “Doubt” 
and “Rabbit Hole,” including director 
Maureen Heffernan and set designer 
Ray Recht.

Mr. Hollinger knows the dynamics 
of string quartets firsthand; he studied 
to become a professional musician, 
receiving a bachelor of music in viola 
performance from Oberlin Conserva-
tory. He was accepted into the MFA 
program at Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity, but realized he was burned out. 
He took a year off.

“Within about three months, I realized 
I didn’t enjoy it,” he says. “I certainly 
didn’t like practicing. The viola can be 
physically uncomfortable, because it’s 
a large instrument. I always had some 
physical discomfort. I didn’t love orches-
tra work, which would’ve been my likely 
career path.  And I certainly wasn’t good 
enough to be a soloist.”

But throughout his entire music 
career, he’d also been writing.

“They were always stealing time from 
each other,” he says. “So, in a sense, it 
was really just owning up to being a 
writer.

“I left classical music for a secure job 
like playwriting,” he jokes.

Instead of continuing his musical stud-
ies at Carnegie Mellon, he went to Vil-
lanova University and earned a master’s 
in theater, where he is now an assistant 
professor of theater.

Known for plays such as “Red Her-
ring,” “Tiny Island” and “Incorruptible,” 
in addition to “Opus,” his awards include 
a Harold and Mimi Steinberg New Play 
Citation from the American Theatre 
Critics Association, the Roger L. Stevens 
Award from the Kennedy Center’s Fund 
for New American Plays, two Barrymore 
Awards for Outstanding New Play, the 
F. Otto Haas Award for an Emerging 
Theatre Artist and a Mid-Atlantic Emmy 
Award.

But when he started writing plays, 
he ignored the adage to “write what 
you know.” He set his plays in different 
locales and time periods, doing months 
of research to get the details exactly 
right.

“Having taught young playwrights 
for a long time,” he says, “I realized 
that there are essentially two poles that 
writers write from: those writers who 
begin with, ‘Wow, I’ve had this experi-
ence of this relationship or this insight, 
and I really want to write that, I want to 
communicate that.’  And there are other 
writers who say, ‘Look at that thing over 
there. Wow, that’s interesting. That 

world, those people, that situation way 
over there, is fascinating. I want to know 
more about that.’ I think it’s clear to me 
that I’m the second one.”

The challenge for both kinds of writ-
ers is to move towards the center, he 
says. Those who begin with autobiog-
raphy need to “find the fiction that tells 
the truth more truthfully than the true 
story.”

So for example, he says, in “The Glass 
Menagerie,” Tennessee Williams has 
the character based on himself work in a 
shoe warehouse, instead of being a shoe 
salesman. He gives the character of his 
sister a limp from polio, instead of strug-
gling with schizophrenia, as his real-life 
sister did.

“He fictionalizes whatever he needs to 
fictionalize, to make a play that’s better, 
truer, and more impactful than reality,” 
he says. “That’s the challenge for writ-
ers who come from autobiography. The 
challenge for writers like me, who tend 
to begin in alien time periods or milieu, 
is to discover in the writing, how these 
stories and these characters are also 
deeply personal and in actuality autobio-
graphical.”

“Opus” was the first time he began 
with a milieu close to his own: “middle-
aged, educated guys making their living 
in art in a major northeastern city,” is 
how he describes it.

“In some ways, the writing of ‘Opus,’ 
and its afterlife, have been felicitous,” 
he says. “It’s made me think about the 
‘write what you know’ adage. Because 
I had to do less research, I didn’t have 
to immerse myself in a different period 
or language or geography, and it felt 
easier.”

Though he studied music in school, 
theater wasn’t foreign to him. His par-
ents were very involved in community 
theater in York, Pa., and he also per-
formed as a kid.  

“I’m very grateful for my experience 
growing up in theater,” he says. His first 
role?   Playing the mouse in “A Mouse’s 
First Christmas” in kindergarten.

Acting on stage gave him an education 
he couldn’t get elsewhere, he says.  

I think you learn something about the 

relationship between what’s on stage 
and the people in the audience that you 
don’t get anywhere else,” he says. “You 
can’t learn it in school. You learn it by 
being in the presence of it live. It’s hard 
to describe. But what I think I learned 
over a long period of time is, what is 
the nature of the experience that passes 
between the stage and the audience. 
What is the nature of stage time, what 
is the nature of stage space? And it’s not 
about language.”

As a dramaturge who’s worked with 
many new plays, he can tell which ones 
are written by actors and which ones are 
written by novelists.

“In my experience, the actors take to 
it much more easily than the novelists,” 
he says. “They understand something 
essential about the nature of people on 
stage and what we demand of plays, ver-
sus what we demand of novels.”

As a child, he’d help his parents learn 
their lines.

“I was told to note any deviation from 
the script, a missing ‘a,’ ‘the,’ or ‘an,’ and 
what it taught me from very early on 
is that my collaborators, ideally, will 
pay attention to everything I put on the 
page, and that every single thing makes 
a difference.…. If I put enough clues in 
that people discover, that every time 
they look more deeply they find inten-
tionality, they come to realize that noth-
ing in the play is arbitrary.  

“If you start to realize that something 
that you overlooked 10 times was there 
all along, I think you come to respect 
the script more and think, ‘Huh, I should 
pay close attention to everything on the 
assumption that the way it’s written, 
versus something close to the way it’s 
written, matters.’”

Though “Opus” was first produced 
in 2007, Mr. Hollinger had the idea 20 
years ago, that it would be fun to write a 
play about a string quartet in which the 
dialogue was musical in the way cham-
ber music is obviously musical.

“You play chamber music, and you 
realize that different instruments inter-
act as characters,” he says. “They have 
qualities that are not unlike the qualities 
of characters in a play. And conversely, 

characters in a play interact musically, 
because language is inherently musical.

“I think of all my plays this way, but 
‘Opus’ gave me the opportunity to make 
this part of the point, to make it obvi-
ous for an audience, and to deliberately 
enjoy the parallels between language 
and music. And by extension, it encour-
aged me, on a larger level, to look at 
musical forms. So solos: monologues. 
Duets: Elliot and Dorian’s duet about 
Bach. Four parts: quartet, where the four 
men discuss the same subject with their 
interviewer, or, in one or two places, 
where four characters speak heatedly at 
the same time. In a string quartet, that 
can be exciting and utterly harmoni-
ous at the same time. In the theater, 
where characters are speaking text, it’s 
inherently disharmonious, because they 
obscure each other. You can’t hear the 
individual line and the whole as you can 
in music.”

And in some ways, the string quartet 
in “Opus” is a metaphor for the theater, 
he says. “It’s live, it happens, then disap-
pears. Its participants are utterly inter-
dependent. And they are used up and 
employed in service to a work that may 
have been created hundreds of years ago 
that endures, even though their work is 
ephemeral.”

Keeping them interested 
As an experienced playwright, what 

does he teach his students about the 
craft?

“It all begins with one principle,” 
he says, “and that is that the theater is 
demanding the impossible all the time. 
That the nature of human attention is to 
diminish over time, always. Every meal 
is less interesting three fourths of the 
way through than it is at the beginning. 
Every class, etc., unless we create arti-
ficial reasons for something to become 
more interesting over time.  Which is 
what the theater has to do. Because it 
demands so much undivided attention, 
more than anything else, except film, 
which is very similar.

“So beginning with that conundrum, 
if we’re in the theater swimming against 
the current, going against the physical 
law of attention, what do we have to do 
to capture attention, sustain attention, 
and increase attention, as time passes? 
And it’s such an unrealistic goal that I 
think it lets students begin the process 
of humility.”

Yes, he acknowledges, all good stories, 
all drama, contains conflict.

“You need conflict…but you have to 
ask why, what’s special about it? Why do 
we need to be interesting in the theater? 
It comes back to me, what you’re ask-
ing of an audience. You’re asking them 
to give you a huge chunk of time, undi-
vided.”

It’s unlike reading a novel, he says, 
where they can put the book down, or 
skip ahead, or go back if they missed 
something.

“The playwright says, ‘you sit in that 
seat, and maybe I’ll let you up to pee.’ 
‘Opus’ doesn’t even do that, (it doesn’t 
have an intermission.) It makes huge 
demands, unrealistic demands.  

“If you strive to be more interesting, 
we may keep the theater audience. You 
can’t afford to ever bore people.” ■

OPUS
From page 1

COURTESY PHOTO

The cast of “Opus,” from left: Chris Clavelli, Rachel Burttram, Davies Giles and Tom Nowicki.

                                        

>> What: “Opus”

>> When: JAN. 8-24 (preview on Jan. 7)

>> Where: Florida Repertory Theatre, 2267 

Bay St. in the historic Arcade Theatre, downtown 

Fort Myers

>> Cost: $42 and $38 (preview tickets $25 

and $20)

>> Information: 332-4488 or www.fl oriarep.

org.

if you go



The most exquisite collection of linens and accessories for your bed, bath and table...and of course elegant lingerie.  

World Class Desingers call Gattle’s their home.
1167 Third St. So. | 877.263.4333

SHOP O NLINE  www.MarissaCollections.com
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239 435-0004
1300 3rd St. S. #202

239 435-0004

Thursdays 
Thirdon

Please join us every Thursday 
night as the courtyards and plazas 
of Third Street South come alive 
with jazz, rock, folk, and other 
wonderful kinds of music! Listen 
or if the spirit moves you, as it 
always does, dance until you can 
dance no more! 

The fun begins at 6pm and 

ends at 10pm.  

Third Street South
Farmers Market

Saturdays 7:30am – 11:30am
Fruits, vegetables, baked goods, cheeses, fresh fi sh, food, fl owers, 

plants, herbs, soaps, and much more can all be found.

Music fi lls the air! 
Located behind in the Neapolitan parking lot between 

Third Street South and Gordon Drive.

Spr ing  Co l l ec t ion  
2010 Trunk  Show
T H U R S D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  7 
&  F R I D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  8

Fresh, modern and feminine,  
Rena Lange flattering silhouettes
never disappoint! Signature 



 Live bands

■ The Bay House – 6-9 p.m. 
Wednesday-Saturday: Jazz with Stu 
Shelton and Patricia Dean. 799 Walker-
bilt Road. 591-3837.

■ Bayside Seafood Grill & 
Bar – 6-9:30 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday: 
Lynn Carol on the piano and vocals. In 
the Venetian Village, 4270 Gulf Shore 
Blvd. N. 649-5552.

■ Capri, A Taste of Italy 
– Thursday: Jebry’s Jazz Jam; Friday: 
Manhattan Connection; Saturday: 
Frank Sinatra; Monday: Bob Zottola and 
The Expandable Jazz Band; Tuesday: 
karaoke with Steve Roberts; Wednes-
day: Mercy. In Riverchase Plaza, 11140 
Tamiami Trail. 594-3500.

■ Fitzgerald’s Famous Pub 
– Country and bluegrass every Satur-
day night.  9070 Bonita Beach Road. 
949-2111.

■ Fred’s Diner – Singer Songwrit-
er Night hosted by Tim McGeary at 7 
p.m. every Wednesday. 2700 Immoka-
lee Road. 431-7928.

■ Jack’s Bait Shack – Thurs-
day: Soapy Tuna; Friday and Saturday: 
Ocean Roads; Monday: Overthrowing 
Amy; Tuesday: Geek Skwad; Wednes-
day: Love Funnel. 975 Imperial Golf 
Course Blvd. 594-3460.

■ Naples Beach Hotel & Golf  
Club – Thursday and Monday: Gui-
tarist Kevin Bruce; Friday and Tues-

day: Guitarist Barefoot Geno. Saturday 
and Wednesday: Guitarist Don Ortiz. 
All from 5:30-8:30 p.m. at the Sunset 
Beach Bar. Sunday: High Voltage pool-
side from 6-9 p.m. 851 Gulf Shore Blvd. 
N. 659-4309.

■ Paddy Murphy’s – Thursday: 
Justin; Friday: Barefoot Geno; Saturday 
and Tuesday: Michael “Maxi” Court-
ney; Monday: Patrick. 457 Fifth Ave. S., 
649-5140.

■ Riverwalk at Tin City – 
Thursday: John Lowbridge; Friday: 
Merril; Saturday and Sunday: Sal DeSa-
tis. 1200 Fifth Ave. S. 263-2734.

■ The Island Pub – 5-8 p.m. Mon-
day: Jebry’s Jazz Jam. 600 Neapolitan 
Way. 262-2500.

■ The Pickled Parrot – Thurs-
day: Nevada Smith; Friday: Steve Hill; 
Saturday: Michael “Maxi” Courtney. 
On the boardwalk at 1100 Sixth Avenue 
South. 435-7900.

■ South Street City Oven and 
Grill – Thursday: Open Mic Night; 
Friday: Michael “Maxi” Courtney at 
5:30 p.m. and Justin Raymond at 9:30 
p.m.; Saturday: Ocean Roads; Sunday: 
Live Reggae with Chaefin; Monday: 
Meagan Rose; Tuesday: Karaoke. 1410 
Pine Ridge Road. 435-9333.

 Theater

■ High Spirits – TheatreZone pres-
ents “High Spirits,” starring Georgia 
Engel, on select dates through Jan. 17 
at G&L Theatre at Community School 
of Naples. (888) 966-3352 or www.
theatrezone-florida.com. 

■ Almost, Maine – The Naples 
Players present “Almost, Maine” 
through Jan. 26 at the Sugden Com-
munity Theatre. 263-7990 or www.
naplesplayers.org.

■ Remember Me – The Marco 
Players present “Remember Me” on 
select dates through Jan. 31. 642-7270 or 
www.TheMarcoPlayers.com.

■ Mind of Poe – “A Journey 
Through the Mind... Edgar Allan Poe,” 
presented by Theatre Conspiracy, 
opens Jan. 8 and plays on select dates 
in the Foulds Theatre at the Alliance of 
the Arts, Fort Myers. 936-3239 or e-mail 
info@theatreconspiracy.org. 

■ George M! – Broadway Palm 
Dinner Theatre in Fort  Myers presents 

“George M!” through Feb. 14. www.
BroadwayPalm.com or 278-4422. See 
review on page C8.

■ Opus – Florida Repertory Theatre 
in Fort Myers presents “Opus” Jan. 
8-24. 332-4488 or www.floridarep.org. 

 Symphony

■ Classical 3 – The Naples Phil-
harmonic Orchestra presents “Classi-
cal 3: Symphonic Journeys” Jan. 7-9. 
597-1900 or www.thephil.org. See story 
on page C9. 

■ Gershwin Tunes – The South-
west Florida Symphony presents “The 
Great Gershwins” Jan. 8-9 at the Bar-
bara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall in 
Fort Myers. 418-1500 or www.swflso.
org/tickets.

■ Let’s Dance – The Naples Phil-
harmonic performs “Pops No. 1: Let’s 
Dance” Jan. 12-17. 597-1900. 

 Thursday, Jan. 7

■ Trunk Show – See the latest 
fashions for spring from Rena Lange 
and Zenobia today and Friday at Maris-
sa Collections on Third Street South. 
263-4333.

■ Funny Guy – The Off The Hook 
Comedy Club on Marco Island pres-
ents Jackie Mason tonight through Jan. 
12. $20; 389-6900.
 
■ Art Event – The Art Gallery 
at Florida Gulf Coast University and 
Romero Britto Studios present “An 
Evening with Britto” from 6-9 p.m. 
in the FGCU Art Gallery. 590-7199 or 
e-mail asturdiv@fgcu.edu.

■ Cottage Art – Riverside Park on 
Old 41 in Bonita Springs comes alive 
with art from 5-8 p.m. the second Fri-
day of the month when artists turn out 
to greet visitors in the scenic riverside 
cottages.

■ Circus Time – Ringling Bros. 
and Barnum & Bailey presents “Illus-
cination” today through Jan. 10 at Ger-
main Arena. (800) 745-3000 or www.
ticketmaster.com. 

■ Author! Author! – A reading/
signing for Stephen Valentine’s “Time-
ship: The Architecture of Immortality” 
begins at 7 p.m. at Barnes & Noble in 
Waterside Shops. 598-5200.
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WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO

Asian Pok 
Market

239.-593-.8822
2095 Pine Ridge Rd - Naples

Sunday thru Saturday
9AM to 8PM

www.naplesasianmarket.com

The Finest Naples 
Florida Asian Market

• Special teas• Asian ingredients• Fresh fruits
 • Vegetables• Sushi• And everything 
in between. 

We carry the widest selection of Asian 

grocery items from Japan, China, Korea, 

Thailand, Indonesia, and Vietnam

No sharing, no substitutions
Not valid with any other

offers or coupons 

■ COURTESY IMAGE

Visitors to The von Liebig Art Center can enjoy a complimentary docent tour of “Henry Koerner: 
The Real and the Imagined” from 11 a.m. to noon Saturday, Jan. 9. The exhibit closes Sunday, 
Jan. 10. 262-6517 or www.naplesart.org. Above: Childrens Palace by Henry Koerner.
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No sharing, no substitutions
Not valid with any other

offers or coupons 

MARKET OPENS
NNUMC Art & Farmer’s Market

6000 Goodlette-Frank Road, Naples 
Saturdays - 7:30am - 2:00pm
Produce, Seafood, Art, Crafts and 
Breakfast with Santa Dec. 5th 
www.NNUMC.org or call 239-398-8623www.NNUMC.org or call 239-398-8623

MARKET OPENS
NNUMC Art & Farmer’s Market

6000 Goodlette-Frank Road, Naples 
Saturdays - 7:30am - 2:00pm

Produce, Seafood, Art, Crafts 

■ Village Nights – Enjoy live 
entertainment while strolling and din-
ing at the Village on Venetian Bay from 
6-9 p.m. 261-6100.
   

 Friday, Jan. 8

■ Saddle Up – The Southern 
States Bull Riders 2009 National Finals 
and the third annual Ronald McDonald 
House Charities of Southwest Florida 
Rodeo are set for today and Saturday 
at the Hendry County Rodeo Grounds. 
(863) 885-1537 or www.ronaldrodeo.
com.

■ Mississippi Memories – 
Tommy Owen and Charles Vaught, 
college students from Naples, share 
their adventures kayaking the length 
of the Mississippi River from 6:30-8 
p.m. at the Rookery Bay Environmental 
Learning Center. $5; 417-6310.

■ Flamenco & Jazz – Ottmar 
Liebert and Luna Negra perform at 
the Philharmonic Center for the Arts 
today and Saturday. 597-1900 or www.
thephil.org.

■ Ad Libbing – Naples City Improv 
starts at 8 p.m. at the Norris Center. 
213-3058.

■ Free Music – Hear The Bead-
niks under the stars beginning at 8 p.m. 
at Gulf Coast Town Center. 267-0783 
or gulfcoasttowncenter.com.  

 Saturday, Jan. 9

■ Coffee Break – Enjoy coffee 
with the Curator at 10 a.m. at the Patty 
& Jay Baker Naples Museum of Art 
with Michael Culver, who will guide 
visitors through the exhibitions mark-
ing the museum’s 10th anniversary sea-
son. Afterward, adjourn to the Dome 
for coffee and conversation. 597-1900 
or www.thephil.org.

■ Bluegrass Downtown – Lou 
Reid and Carolina are the headliners 
and Frontline opens the evening at 
7 p.m. at the Norris Center. $20; 213-
3058.

■ Free Concert – Rock out to 
classics by Wildfire beginning at 8 p.m. 
under the stars at Gulf Coast Town 
Center. 267-0783 or gulfcoasttowncen-
ter.com.

 Sunday, Jan. 10

■ Strike Up The Band – The 
Naples Concert Band presents its 
first concert of 2010 at 2 p.m. at the 
Cambier Park Band Shell in Naples. 
Bring lawn chairs and blankets for 
seating. Admission is free; donations 
appreciated. 263-9521 or www.Naple-
sConcertBand.org.

■ Chamber Music in Church 
– The Amernet String Quartet performs 
chamber music from Paris and Vienna 
with pianist James Tocco beginning at 
4 p.m. at Trinity-by-the-Cove Episco-
pal Church. Free. 262-6581, ext. 207.
 
 

 Monday, Jan. 11

■ Dance Troupe – Groovaloo, 
winner of NBC’s “Superstars of Dance,” 
performs at 7:30 p.m. at the Barbara B. 
Mann Performing Arts Hall in Fort 
Myers. 481-4849.

■ Violin Virtuoso – The Phil-
harmonic Center for the Arts presents 

Itzhak Perlman at 8 p.m. 597-1900 or 
www.thephil.org.

 Tuesday, Jan. 12

■ B-I-N-G-O! – The Greater Marco 
Island YMCA hosts bingo at 1 p.m. 
every Tuesday through March 30. Free 
coffee, tea and snacks. 
Marcoislandymca.org or 394-3144.

■ By The Book – Philippe Grim-
bert’s “Memory” is the topic of discus-
sion beginning at 2 p.m. at the Vander-
bilt Beach Library. Free, but registra-
tion required. 597-8444.

■ Rat Pack Salute – Three 
Men and a Baby Grand perform at the 
Philharmonic Center for the Arts at 8 
p.m. today and Wednesday. 597-1900 or 
www.thephil.org.
 

 Wednesday, Jan. 13

■ History Tours – Walking 
tours of the Naples Historical District 
start at 10 a.m. at 137 12th Ave. South. 

Requested donations are $15 adults, $5 
children. Reservations are required: 
261-8164.  

■ Check It Out – See the 1954 
film “Magnificent Obsession” starring 
Rock Hudson and Jane Wyman at 5:30 
p.m. at Headquarters Library. The 
film screens again at 2 p.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 14, at Naples Regional Library. 
Free, with seating first come, first 
served.

   Upcoming events

■ Opera @ The Library – “Padre 
e Figlia,” a program about father-daugh-
ter duets in opera, begins at 6 p.m. Jan. 
14 at Headquarters Library. 593-0177. 
Free, but registration required.

■ Brassy Broads – “Kathy Halen-
da: Brassy Broads of Broadway” plays 
Jan. 15-16 at the Philharmonic Center 
for the Arts. 597-1900 or www.thephil.
org. 

– Send calendar listings to events@
floridaweekly.com
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Interactive 
Friendly Pirate Fun 

for the Whole Family
Set sail on 
a 90 minute 

swashbuckling 
show!

239-765-7272
www.PiecesOfEight.com

2500 Main Street • Ft Myers Beach

Located at Salty Sam’s 
Waterfront Adventures Arrive 30-40 minutes prior 

to departure. Call For 
Times and Reservations 

239-765-7272(239) 254-9006

Start your New Year 
with a NEW STYLE!

$25.00
Shampoo/Blow-dry Special!

Haircut 25% OFF

>> What: “George M!”

>> When: through Feb. 14

>> Where: The Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre,  

 1380 Colonial Drive, Fort Myers

>> Cost: $27-$53

>> Info: 278-4422 or www.broadwaypalm.com

If you go

walls.  But it seems a little strange to have 
a jockey who’s so tall he’s towering over 
almost everyone else.

Andy Kopec plays a number of roles in 
this musical, from theater owners to a cop 
with a thick Irish brogue. Jennie Hollander 
also plays multiple roles; my favorite is 
the picketing actor threatening to go on 
strike. Christopher Russell also does an 
admirable job as Sam, Mr. Cohan’s busi-
ness partner.

But it is Ms. Witiak who knocks it out 
of the park as Agnes, every time she’s on 
stage. You can’t figure out what her char-
acter sees in Mr. Cohan, and want to advise 
her to pick someone better. As some-
one commented at intermission: “He’s not 
brash and likeable, he’s just cocky.”

Tom Tutino’s sets, however, are outstand-
ing, from Madame Grimaldi’s dining room 
to the streets of Broadway to a British pier.

And the songs in “George M!” are well 
known, especially to the senior audience 
that the Broadway Palm caters to.  

But the man who was our country’s first 
show business megastar — “the man who 
owned Broadway” — is neither impressive 
nor admirable in this production.

Mr. Cohan probably would’ve liked the 
exclamation point in the title, “George M!”  

But take my word for it, it’s just hype. ■

ville schtick, it’s difficult to feel sorry for 
Mr. Cohan, who still demands that every-
thing be done the way he wants it, even 
when he’s acting in someone else’s show.

I doubt that was the impression direc-
tor/choreographer Ann Nieman aimed 
for; I wish she’d directed Mr. Ramsey with 
a stronger hand, had somehow given us 
something about his character to like. It’s 
like some directors who make science fic-
tion films: They’re so enamored with the 
special effects that they ignore the plot 
and don’t pay attention to building realis-
tic characters.

Where there’s no spark…
This production of “George M!” pays a 

lot of attention to the dancing, but it’s to 
the detriment of three-dimensional char-
acters. Though the performers dance up a 
storm, their dialogue is wooden. It’s as if 
they don’t believe in themselves as their 
characters, but are just reciting lines.

This show lacks spark.

In fact, the stage doesn’t come alive until 
the last scene of Act I. When Agnes (Chel-
sea Witiak) sings “Billie,” a song about 
how she was christened with a boy’s name, 
her heartfelt delivery made me sit up and 
take notice.

This fast-paced show, which first played 
Broadway in 1968, speeds through the life 
of Mr. Cohan. All the music, of course, is 
his. But the book, by Michael Steward and 
John and Fran Pascal, gets a little strange 
in Act II. Most songs are performed as if 
they’re part of a stage act. But when Geor-
gie and his father (Tommy Vance) have a 
fight, they suddenly burst into “Harrigan” 
and sing while mock boxing with each 
other. And when Georgie later learns that 
his father has died, he breaks out into a 
patriotic medley, singing “Over There” 

ARTS COMMENTARY

It takes a lot of self-confidence to make 
a living in the arts.

You have to believe in yourself when no 
one else does.  

You have to believe you can create 
something great that will entertain people 
or move them.

You have to ignore those who don’t 
share your vision or dream.

And you have to give it your all, even 
when the end result is not guaranteed.

That being said, there’s a fine line 
between having self-confidence and being 
a narcissistic jerk.

In “George M!” at the Broadway Palm 
Dinner Theatre, the famous theatrical 
phenomenon George M. Cohan comes 
across, unfortunately, as the latter — a 
self-centered jerk who doesn’t trust any-
one but himself.

True, he penned such classics as “Give 
My Regards to Broadway,” “Over There” 
and “Yankee Doodle Dandy,” but as por-
trayed by John Ramsey, a lanky actor with 
keen tap-dancing skills, Mr. Cohan is a 
thoroughly unlikeable character.

Born into a vaudeville family (who 
changed his birth date and claim he was 
born on the Fourth of July), he’s oohed 
and aahed over. Big things are expected 
of him. The next thing we know, Georgie 
is a teen, throwing his weight around in 
theaters, writing his family’s songs and 
routines and negotiating with producers 
and theater owners.

Another talent
But he has just as much a talent for 

alienating people as he does for danc-
ing. He never even considers the concept 
of win-win; so desperate to get to the top 
and perform in New York City, he simply 
steamrolls over everyone.

Apparently, no one ever told him that 
theater is a collaborative art.

The audience laughs when he proudly 
proclaims that he writes songs, jokes and 
dance routines and also directs and pro-
duces.

Instead of coming across as someone 
with so much talent and so much love 
for the theater that he’s overflowing with 
ideas and enthusiasm, he’s an egomaniacal 
performer who doesn’t play well with oth-
ers — an ugly little man for whom we have 
no sympathy.

Even later on, when Broadway has 
evolved and no longer wants his vaude-
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NancySTETSON
nstetson@floridaweekly.com

All hype and no heart, ‘George M!’ doesn’t play well with others

and “You’re a Grand Old Flag.”
It’s just odd, to say the least.

Nothing to admire 
Mr. Ramsey is a talented actor, but he 

fails to make us care about George M. 
Cohan. In fact, by the time the curtain fell, 
I harbored a distinct dislike for the man.

When his first wife, Ethel (Kara Farm-
er) divorces him, he just shrugs it off and 
immediately goes after another woman (the 
above-mentioned Agnes, played so well by 
Ms. Witiak.) What the show fails to mention 
is that Mr. Cohan was notorious for his many 
affairs, and that’s why Ethel leaves him, 
despite the fact she’s had a child with him.

“Give My Regards to Broadway,” which 
closes the first act, is a real roof-raiser, 
with Mr. Ramsey literally dancing off the 

COURTESY PHOTOS

Agnes (Chelsea Witiak) talking with her husband-to-be, George M. Cohan (John Ramsey) 

John Ramsey as George M. Cohan, in jockey outfit, in the “Give My Regards to Broadway”scene
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DavidLawrenceCenter.org | 239.455.8500 | 6075 Bathey Lane, Naples, Florida 34116

Let’s talk.
Sometimes a cry for help never makes a sound. When you see a 
child with signs of depression, anger or substance abuse, please 
help them take the first step to recovery. Call the David Lawrence 
Center. The only thing they have to lose is the pain.  239.455.8500.

Naples Daily News • naplesnews.com

Bonita Daily News • BonitaNews.com
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PUZZLE ANSWERS

THE MUSIC GOURMET

Born in Russian 1963 into a family of 
musicians, Ilya Kaler — who performs 
with the Naples Philharmonic Orches-
tra in its Classical 3 concert this week 
— was barely past toddlerhood when he 
was selected to attend the prestigious 
School for Gifted Children in Moscow.
The rest, as they say, is history.

By the time he was 23, he had become 
the first person to win the gold medal 
for all three of the world’s most pres-
tigious violin competitions: the Pagan-
ini in 1981, the Sibelius in 1985 and 
the Tchaikovsky in 1986. He also had 
earned his bachelor’s, master’s and 
doctorate degrees in violin, studying 
with some of the most highly regarded 
professors the world had to offer.

He emigrated to the United States 
and was appointed professor of violin 
at Eastman Conservatory of Music in 
Rochester, N.Y., where he also served 
as concertmaster of the Rochester Phil-
harmonic Orchestra. It was there that 
Kaler and Jorges Mester, maestro of the 
Naples Philharmonic, met.  

The two became instant friends, each 
with nothing but words of praise for the 
other. “Not only that,” the maestro told 
me recently, “but Ilya Kaler is one of the 
funniest men you will ever meet. He’s 
an incredible storyteller and jokester, 
with an endless supply of puns.”

I asked Mester about his pronounce-
ment of Kaler’s virtuostic prowess 
made five years ago, the first time the 
violinist performed in Naples. Did he 
still consider Kaler, whose name is still 
unknown to many, to be the world’s 
greatest living violinist?

“There is nothing he can’t play,” 
Mester reiterated. “He has incredible 
technique and is literally all over the 
violin. He’s never yet performed with 
me in any venue when he wasn’t any-
thing less than amazing.”

So why isn’t this immensely talented 
musician not a world-renowned celeb-
rity? Because, as Kaler told me perhaps 
three years ago, he has a wife and chil-
dren whom he loves very much and 
is not willing to abandon for a life on 
the road. “I love teaching, and I love 
performing,” he said. “This way I have 
the best of both worlds.”

An exciting program
Two of the selections on the program 

for Classical 3 have, to the best of the 

maestro’s and my recollection, never 
been performed at the Phil: Bruch’s 
“Scottish Fantasy,” in which Kaler will 
be featured, and Mozart’s Symphony 
No. 33 in B flat major.  

Mester laughed as we discussed the 
balance of the evening’s program. “Three 
of the four composers — Brahms, Bruch 
and Britten, all begin with ‘Br.’ I’m not 
certain,” he added, “that there are any 
other composers whose names begin 
that way.”

Cudgeling our respective brains for a 
moment, neither of us could dredge up 
another composer possibility.

“And then, you always need a little 
Mozart,” he added about Symphony 
No. 33.

I also spoke with Kaler last week, 
catching up with him in Chicago, where 
he serves as professor of violin at DeP-
aul University. (He is as revered by stu-
dents and faculty alike there as he was 
at Eastman and at Indiana University.)

Although Bruch’s Violin Concerto in 
G Minor is considerably better known 
than the “Scottish Fantasy,” Kaler 
confirmed he was very excited about 
performing the lesser-known piece. “I 
have never performed it before, so for 
me the excitement is about the whole 
new set of challenges, the twists and 
turns — the phrasing — to master the 
piece. Although there are critics who 
regard the ‘Fantasy’ as second rate, I 
view it as one of the crown jewels of 
violin repertoire.”

I reminded him of a long departed 
music critic who sniffed and dismissed 
Rachmaninoff’s 2nd Piano Concerto 
as “overfull of notes,” and we both 
laughed. No one knows (or cares) about 
the identity of the critic; Rachmaninoff 
has been awarded musical immortality.

So it will be with Bruch and his “Scot-
tish Fantasy” — if Kaler, the maestro 
and the Naples Philharmonic Orchestra 
have their way.

Be prepared for a very special eve-
ning — and a very special performance 
by Ilya Kaler. I anticipate this bear of a 
man will stride onto the stage, turn and 
plant his feet — which will never move 
during his performance. And I fully 
expect to hear what I imagine to be the 
sounds of an angel. ■

— Classical 3, featuring guest 
violinist Ilya Kaler with the Naples 
Philharmonic Orchestra, begins at 8 
p.m. Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 
Jan. 7-9, at the Philharmonic Center 
for the Arts; a pre-concert discussion 
begins at 7 each evening. For tickets or 
more information, call 597-1900 or visit 
www.thephil.org. 

Violin virtuoso Ilya Kaler joins 
the Philharmonic for Classical 3

PegGOLDBERG LONGSTRETH 
plongstreth@floridaweekly.com  
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FLORIDA WEEKLY PUZZLES

Place a number in the empty 
boxes in such a way that each 

row across, each column down 
and each small 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers 

from one to nine.

HOROSCOPESTHEY’RE DRIVEN

By Linda Thistle
Sponsored By:

★ Moderate    ★ ★ Challenging
★ ★ ★ Expert

 SEE ANSWERS, C9 SEE ANSWERS, C9 ©2010 King Features Synd., Inc. World rights reserved.©2010 King Features Synd., Inc. World rights reserved.

Puzzle Difficulty this week: 

■ CAPRICORN (December 22 
to January 19) Don’t put off making 
decisions aboutSomeone close to you 
might have a financial problem and 
seek your advice. If you do decide to 
get involved, insist on seeing everything 
that might be relevant to this situation.

■ AQUARIUS (January 20 to 
February 18) A personal matter takes 
an interesting turn. The question is, do 
you want to follow the new path or 
take time out to reconsider the change? 
Think this through before deciding.

■ PISCES (February 19 to 
March 20) Moving into a new career 
is a big step. Check that offer carefully 
with someone who has been there, done 
that, and has the facts you’ll need to 
help you make your decision.

■ ARIES (March 21 to April 
19) Use that Arian charm to help make 
a difficult workplace transition easier 
for everyone. News about a long-await-
ed decision can be confusing. Don’t 
jump to conclusions.

■ TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20) Although you might well be tempt-
ed to be more extravagant than you 
should be at this time, I’m betting you’ll 
let your sensible Bovine instinct guide 
you toward moderation.

■ GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20) An opportunity for travel could 
come with some problems regarding 
travel companions and other matters. 
So be sure you read all the fine print 
before you start packing.

■ CANCER (June 21 to July 
22) Make an effort to complete your 

usual workplace tasks before volunteer-
ing for extra duty. Scrambling to catch 
up later on could create some resent-
ment among your colleagues.

■ LEO (July 23 to August 22) A 
financial matter could have you rethink-
ing your current spending plans. You 
might want to recheck your budget to 
see where you can cut back on expenses 
until the situation improves.

■ VIRGO (August 23 to Sep-
tember 22) One way to make your 
case for that promotion you’ve been 
hoping for might be to put your plan-
ning skills to work in helping to shape 
up a project that got out of hand. Good 
luck.

■ LIBRA (September 23 
to October 22) Be careful about 
“experts” who have no solid business 
background. Instead, seek advice on 
enhancing your business prospects 
from bona fide sources with good suc-
cess records.

■ SCORPIO (October 23 to 
November 21) Standing up to sup-
port a colleague’s viewpoint -- even if 
it’s unpopular -- can be difficult if you 
feel outnumbered. But you’ll win plau-
dits for your honesty and courage.

■ SAGITTARIUS (November 
22 to December 21) While progress 
continues on resolving that recurring 
problem, you might feel it’s taking too 
long. But these things always need to 
develop at their own pace. Be patient.

■ BORN THIS WEEK: Your 
warmth and generosity both of spirit and 
substance endears you to everyone.

★  ★  ★
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Of Naples

“Leap Year” is a terrible romantic 
comedy centered on a pseudo-holiday 
gimmick that’s as dumb as the people 
who believe in it. Irish legend says that 
on Leap Year day, the quadrennial Feb. 
29, women are allowed to propose to 
their boyfriends. This is good to know, 
because here I was thinking that in 2009, 
after suffrage and the fight for equal 
rights, women weren’t allowed to take 
initiative and propose any time they 
see fit.

The bogus tradition is just the begin-
ning of this movie’s problems. Direc-
tor Anand Tucker and writers Deborah 
Kaplan and Harry Elfont have gone to 
great lengths to make their main char-
acter, alpha-girl go-getter Anna (Amy 
Adams), an intelligent person who 
makes rational decisions. Her job is to 
stage apartments for real estate agents 
to show, and she’s very good at it. Her 
boyfriend of four years is Jeremy (Adam 
Scott), a cardiologist who’s travelling to 
Dublin for a medical conference.

Inspired by her drunken loon father 
(John Lithgow), the Irish Anna tries to 
travel from Boston to Dublin to propose 
to Jeremy on Leap Year day, but bad 
weather forces her to the scenic coun-
tryside. There she meets the standard 
local droolers, including a lowly bar-
tender named Declan (Matthew Goode), 
who refuses to shave.

Let me tell you about Declan. He 
doesn’t have a chip on his shoulder, he 
has a boulder. He’s not cute, smart, intel-
ligent, charming or interesting. Anna 
hates him at first, of course, but as they 
travel together to Dublin they grow 
closer, even though he looks like he 
smells like cigarettes. He has nothing to 
offer Anna besides an occasional wise-
ass remark and (likely) bad breath, and 
yet she falls for him. Why? Because he 
defends her honor! He shows a sensi-
tive side! He’s everything she’s always 
wanted, but didn’t know she needed! 
Yeah, right. All this after knowing him 
for three this-movie-sucks days.

There’s an occasional cute moment, 

such as when Anna inadvertently blows 
the fuse on an entire village, but the com-
edy mostly clunks. Worse, Ms. Adams 
and Mr. Goode have zero chemistry, 
meaning not only do the characters 
not belong together, but the actors also 
apparently know this script has nothing 
going for it. Ms. Adams is incredibly tal-
ented, and still one of the best actresses 
we have today, but this crap is below 
her, and she should’ve known better.

I’m well aware many romantic com-
edies follow a similar premise, but that 
doesn’t mean a movie that’s trying to be 
realistic can get away with being com-
pletely unbelievable. Love may be funny 
and irrational, but falling in love after 
three days with someone who’s com-
pletely different from you, and giving up 
a pretty good catch in Jeremy in the pro-
cess, is idiotic. But fine. If the intelligent 
Anna, who seems to genuinely enjoy her 
job and living in the U.S., wants to give 
it all up for this cretin, more power to 
her. I hope they have a miserable life 
together. ■

Dan Hudak is the chairman of the 
Florida Film Critics Circle and a nation-
ally syndicated film critic. You can 
e-mail him at dan@hudakonhollywood.
com and read more of his work at www.
hudakonhollywood.com.

It’s Complicated 
★★★
(Meryl Streep, Alec Baldwin, Steve 
Martin) Jane (Streep) has been divorced 
from Jake (Baldwin) for 10 years and 
just recently settled in and found hap-
piness. Complications ensue, however, 
when she develops feelings for a nice-
guy architect (Martin) while having 
an affair with Jake, who remarried a 
younger woman (Lake Bell). Writer/
director Nancy Meyers (“Something’s 
Gotta Give”) has cornered the market 
on adult romantic comedy, and thank-
fully she does it well. The characters 

are engaging and likeable, and the story 
is fun too follow without getting too 
heavy-handed. Rated R.

Nine ★★★
(Daniel Day-Lewis, Marion Cotillard, 
Penelope Cruz) In 1965 Rome, a direc-
tor (Day-Lewis) seeks inspiration from 
the women in his life in this adapta-
tion of the Broadway musical. Each 
big-name star (Cotillard, Cruz, Kate 
Hudson, Nicole Kidman, Fergie) gets 
at least one number all to his/her-
self, and most succeed admirably. With 
Rob Marshall (“Chicago”) directing, 
we’d expect nothing less. Too bad the 
story has no structure and never comes 
together. Rated PG-13.

LATEST FILMS

CAPSULES

‘Leap Year’

REVIEWED BY DAN HUDAK
www.hudakonhollywood.com    ............

★ ½
Is it worth $10?  No

>> Including the sequences set in Boston, the 
fi lm was shot entirely on location in Ireland.

Did you know?

danHUDAK

www.hudakonhollywood.com
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Fort Myers • Reflections Pkwy. @ Cypress Lake Dr. • 239-590-9994
Naples • Immokalee Rd. @ Airport • 239-593-9499

Cape Coral • Santa Barbara near Veterans Pkwy. • 239-458-8700
Port Charlotte • US Hwy. 41& 776 • 941-235-3354

Order online: jasonsdeli.com

All free of artificial
trans fat, MSG and high

fructose corn syrup!

SOUP for
the GROUP

It’s time for real soup!

Buy by the quart and half-gallon,
take-out and delivery:

5 savory orginal recipe soups,
for a nice, hot lunch at the office.

www.ribcity.comwww.ribcity.com

10 Southwest Florida Locations10 Southwest Florida Locations

Opera aficionados can see and hear 
soprano Renee Fleming live from The 
Metropolitan Opera in New York City 
when the matinee performance of Rich-
ard Strauss’s “Der Rosenkavalier” is 
broadcast at area movie theaters begin-
ning at 1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 9.  

The theaters are: Hollywood Coco-
nut Point 16, Estero; Bell Tower 20, 
Fort Myers: and Hollywood Stadium 
20, Naples. Tickets are $22 for the show 
that lasts approximately four hours and 
45 minutes, with two intermissions. 
Each theater will also show an encore 
performance of “Der Rosenkavalier” at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 27.

Ms. Fleming and mezzo-soprano Susan 
Graham star as the aristocratic Marschal-
lin and the young nobleman Octavian, 
respectively, reprising the acclaimed por-
trayals they last sang together at the 
Met in the 2000 revival of “Der Rosen-
kavalier.” For the new production of the 
comic masterpiece of love and intrigue, 
Edo de Waart conducts an international 
cast that includes Christine Schäfer as 
Sophie, Eric Cutler as the Italian Singer, 
Thomas Allen as Faninal and Kristinn 
Sigmundsson singing Baron Ochs — all 
making their role debuts. 

Saturday’s live HD broadcast to the-
aters around the world is directed for 
the screen by Barbara Willis-Sweete 
and hosted by Plácido Domingo. It is 
the second in the 2009-2010 series of 
“The Met: Live in HD.” The series con-
tinues with these performances, also 
showing at the above three Southwest 
Florida theaters:

• 1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 16: “Car-
men,” by Georges Bizet, starring Elina 

Garanca as the seductive gypsy of the 
title and Roberto Alagna as the obsessed 
Don Jose. Encore showing at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 3.  

• 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 6: Guiseppe 
Verde’s “Simon Boccanegra,” starring 
tenor Placido Domingo in the gripping 
political thriller’s title role. Encore at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 24.

• 1 p.m. Saturday, March 27: A 
new production of “Hamlet” by French 
composer Ambroise Thomas, starring 
Simon Keenlyside and Natalie Dessay. 
Encore at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 
14.

• 1 p.m. Saturday, May 1: Rossini’s 
fanciful “Armida,” starring Ms. Fleming 
as the mythical sorceress opposite six 
tenors. Encore at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 19.

For more information and to order 
tickets online, visit www.metoperafam-
ily.org. ■

Southwest Florida theaters 
broadcast opera live from The Met

COURTESY PHOTO

Renee Fleming, left, and Susan Graham in 

“Der Rosenkavalier” 



FFFFTT EMYEMYMYTT RRSSFT. MYERS

“The Family Store”

 #1 based on Experian Autocount Southwest Florida includes Lee, Collier, Charlotte, Glades & Hendry Counties YTD08. Dealership not responsible for typographical errors. 

FT. MYERS TOYOTA “THE FAMILY STORE”  IS PLEASED TO REMAIN THE
 #1 NEW AND PRE-OWNED DEALERSHIP IN S.W. FLORIDA 

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 21 YEARS

WE HAVE A HUGE INVENTORY OF NEW TOYOTAS & SCION’S 

AND 

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES IMPORT AND DOMESTIC TO FIT EVERY BUDGET AND LIFESTYLE. 

OUR FINANCE DEPARTMENT WORKS WITH PEOPLE NO MATTER IF THEY HAVE GOOD, BAD, OR NO CREDIT.

GUARANTEED FINANCING PROGRAMS AVAILABLE ON SITE

 

BUUYY WWIITTHH PPEEAACCEE OOF MMINNDD
 ALL OF OUR NEW TOYOTAS AND SCION’S COME STANDARD WITH OUR UNIQUE ADDED VALUE PACKAGE 

LIMITTEED LIFETTIMME PPOOWWEERTTRRAIIN WWAARRRAANTTYY- UUNLIMMITEED TTIMEE ANND MMILESS!

THIS WARRANTY IS NON FACTORY AND GOOD AT ANY ASC CERTIFIED 
PARTICIPATING SERVICE CENTER NATIONWIDE

PLLUUS

LOJAACCKK TTHEFFTT RECOOVVERRYY SSYYSTEM -NNOO CCONTTRACTTS OOR MMONNTHLLY FEEE’SS!

LO JACK IS THE ONLY THEFT DETERRENT SYSTEM OPERATED SOLELY BY LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 

AT NO CHARGE TO THE CUSTOMER

OUR AWARD WINNING SALES, SERVICE & PARTS 
DEPARTMENT ARE READY TO SERVE YOU!

 AT FT. MYERS TOYOTA SERVICE DEPARTMENTS WE SERVICE OUR NEW AND 
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES, ALL MAKES AND MODELS

OUR SERVICE MANAGER OFFERS A LIFETIME WARRANTY ON MECHANICAL REPAIRS ON NEW & PRE-OWNED

SEE YOUR ADVISOR FOR DETAILS!

 

WE SERVICE, PAINT AND REPAIR ALL MAKES AND MODELS

OUR TOYOTA CERTIFIED VEHICLES INCLUDE

7YR/100K LIMITED POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

7YR/100K TRAVEL BREAKDOWN PROTECTION 

7YR/UNLIMITED MILES ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 

7YR/100K RENTAL CAR ALLOWANCE & MORE! 

OUR BRAND NEW TOYOTA CERTIFIED COLLISION CENTER IS NOW OPEN

FACTORY TRAINED FOR TOYOTA & LEXUS PLUS

WE PAINT AND REPAIR ALL MAKES & MODELS!  ESTIMATES ARE FREE!

AND OUR WORK IS GUARANTEED
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RODÉO

RODÉO

One of Naples’ Finest Consignment Shops

Rediscovered Women’s Fine Fashion

Specializing in Designer Clothing

Clothing received by appointment only.

Cannot be combined with sale items.

North Naples 
239.598.1222

975 Imperial Golf Course Blvd.
Mon-Fri: 10-5 • Saturday: 11-3

www.RodeoConsignment.com

20% OFF
On one item with this ad. 

L.C. Goldman is 
the poster boy for 
productive senior-
hood. This 82-year-
old former advertis-
ing executive has 
launched a flotilla 
of new careers in 
Naples.

He made his 
third appearance on Dave Elliot’s 
WGUF radio show earlier this week;  
on Wednesday, Feb. 10, and again on 
Wednesday, March 10, he will discuss 
“Advertising Campaigns: Stories Never 
Told” at the Naples Center of FGCU. 
He is president of the Naples Chapter 
of the American Tech-
nion Society, raising 
consciousness about 
Israel’s foremost uni-
versity and research 
facility in science and 
technology. Mr. Gold-
man invites distin-
guished Technion pro-
fessors in various dis-
ciplines here to speak 
about their work.

He also moderates 
“Great Decisions” ses-
sions for the Naples 
branch of the Council 
on World Affairs.

Not enough to keep 
busy? Mr. Goldman 
writes columns for 
both the Naples Daily News and the 
Pelican Bay Post, mixing humor and 
thoughtful argumentation on a wide 
range of issues.

This energetic senior is probably 
best known as a novelist, however.

He made a huge splash several years 
back with “A Big Hit in Pelican Bay,” 
and since then has published three 
more books, the latest being “The Fight-
ing Ethnics.”

In “The Fighting Ethnics,” three 
young men — a light-skinned Black, 
an Italian-American and a Jew — meet 
as Notre Dame roommates after hid-
ing their ethnic identities to insure 
admission on athletic scholarships. 
They form a powerful bond, fighting 
against campus prejudices as well as the 
head football coach’s prejudice against 
playing freshman on the varsity squad.

Mo Greene, the son of Holocaust 
survivors, has changed his name from 
Maurie Greenberg. His father is out-

raged that his son has betrayed his 
heritage by entering this bastion of 
Christianity. Tony Granelli isn’t hiding 
his Italian heritage, just the fact that his 
father is a Mafia Don. And L.J. Jones, 
whose father passed as a white man, is 
tempted to do the same.

All three quickly drop their subter-
fuges, first to one another, then to the 
team and the larger community. After 
all, they have been accepted and they 
are on the Notre Dame football team. 
But it’s the early 1970s, and they still 
have to fight prejudices — especially 
those running rampant in the mind and 
actions of the head coach, who does all 
he can to keep to keep each of them “in 
his place.”

Mr. Goldman is at his best when 
writing crisp banter among the three 
student athletes. He nails the personal-
ity and speaking style of each. He wins 
the reader over through his portrait of 
their strong bond and mutual respect, 
often manifest through the mock 

stereotyping gibes they 
toss at one another.

The author hooks 
readers into rooting for 
each step in the trio’s 
success. His manage-
ment of the family ten-
sions affecting each 
main character, ten-
sions in part resulting 
from their relation-
ships with seemingly 
out-of-bounds women, 
complicates the story 
of the football season in 
engaging ways. 

There are lapses 
in credibility, how-
ever, such as when 
readers learn that a 

Jewish Kenyan princess has renamed 
herself after a minor Jewish holiday and 
celebrates it each year. The holiday, 
Tisha b’Av (meaning the ninth day of 
the Hebrew month of Av), is the sad-
dest day in the Jewish calendar and for 
many a fast day. There is nothing to 
celebrate.

But all in all, Mr. Goldman has fash-
ioned a lively, upbeat and often humor-
ous tale that provides an important 
perspective on the workings of dis-
crimination.

“The Fighting Ethnics” show their 
stuff as heroes on the football field, but 
more importantly as valiant warriors in 
the battle against prejudice. ■

L.C. Goldman talks about and signs 
his new book at Barnes & Noble in 
Waterside Shops) on Saturday, Jan. 9. 
The discussion begins at 1 p.m., fol-
lowed by the signing at 2 p.m. For more 
information, call 598-5200.

“The Fighting Ethnics” 
By L. C. Goldman
(Mountain Valley Publishing. 280 
pages.  $16.95)

REVIEWED BY PHILIP K. JASON________________________
Special to Florida Weekly

GOLDMAN

BOOKS

Mary Alice Munroe, author of “The 
Beach House,” “Swimming Lessons” and 
“Last Light Over Carolina,” among oth-
ers, will discuss and sign her books at the 
Sanibel Island Bookshop on Sanibel at 11 
a.m. Friday, Jan. 23. 

As a young writer, Ms. Munroe first 
pursued nonfiction and studied journal-
ism. Later, she was the assistant to the 
general editor for Encyclopedia Britan-
nica.

Not until years later did fate intervene. 
When her doctor confined her to bed for 
the final months of her pregnancy, Ms. 
Munroe’s husband handed her a yellow 
notepad and pencil and urged her to write 
the novel she had always dreamed about. 
Knowing she might never again have that 

gift of time, she wrote and wrote. “I gave 
birth to a baby and a book,” she says.

Although known for her intimate por-
trayals of women’s lives, her writing has 
gained added purpose and depth with 
her move to the South Carolina Low-
country. An active environmentalist, she 
draws themes for her novels from nature 
and its parallels with human nature, thus 
drawing attention to various endangered 
species and the human connection to the 
natural world.

Her next novel is due out in spring 
2011.

For more information about Ms. Mun-
roe’s visit or to reserve assign copy of 
one of her books at the Sanibel Island 
Bookshop, call 472-5223.  ■

Sanibel bookshop will host
Mary Alice Munroe



A good guy, a bad guy, a distraught noblewoman 
and a crazy gypsy caught in between.

Perrfoormingg Arts Haall of Gulf Coast High Schhooll
Tickketss: $$255 ~ $50 ~ $75 ~ $95

CCall 1.88000.7771.10041 orr purcchase online at www.OpeeraNaappless.oorrgg

Willie Anthony Waters 
Conductor 

New York City Opera

Verdi

Friday, Jan. 22, 2010 - 7:30pm • Sunday, Jan. 24, 2010 - 3:00pm

Generously underwritten by 
MORAN ASSET MANAGEMENT GROUP OF WELLS FARGO ADVISORS

Jeffrey Springer 
 Tenor 
 San Francisco Opera

Steffanie Pearce 
 Soprano 
 Opera Marseille

Stephen Kechulius 
 Baritone 
 English National Opera

Ashley Howard Wilkinson 
 Bass 
 Metropolitan Opera

Korby Myrick 
 Mezzo Soprano 
 Arizona Opera Company

2009                                         2010
CELEBRATING OUR FIFTH SEASON OF ORIGINAL PRODUCTIONS MANY THANKS TO

NNUMC

KEN MEDEMA

A Rare and Inspirational 
Performance By World 

Renowned Pianist

North Naples United Methodist Church
6000 Goodlette-Frank Road, Naples

239-593-7600
www.nnumc.org

January 17th at 4:30pm

Profoundly relevant and pertinent to the 

hurts and hopes of our times.

Stylistically appeals to all tastes.

 

a number of other works of art already 
collected and destined for a permanent 
home at C’mon. The subjects of chil-
dren and animals are present in many 
different styles and media from the late 
18th century to present. Some of the 
artists who have already donated works 
are Will Barnet, Richard Segalman, Jose 
de Creeft (estate), Colleen Browning 
(estate), Milton Hebald, Lorrie Goulet, 
Hunt Slonem, Robert Vickrey, Adolf 
Dehn (estate), Eliot O’Hara (estate), 
Herman Maril (estate), Byron Browne 
(estate) and Bob Kane.The inspiration 
for the C’mon collection theme came 
from an exhibition William Meek did 
three years ago called “Family Values 
in American Art 1783-2006.” 

Harmon-Meek Gallery is at 599 Ninth 
St. N., in the TIB Financial Centre. The 
gallery is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Monday through Friday and Saturdays 
by appointment. Call 261-2637 or e-mail 
hmg@harmonmeekgallery.com. ■

C’MON
From page 1

COURTESY PHOTO

A modern devil mask from Oruro, Bolivia, 
used in the Festival of the Virgin to represent 
Supay, the deity of the underworld

The Naples Art Association invites 
current and prospective volunteers to 
an orientation breakfast from 10 a.m. to 
noon Monday, Jan. 25, at The von Liebig 
Art Center.

Attendees will hear highlights about 
the upcoming season, including the 
“Princess Diana: Dresses of Inspira-
tion” exhibition, and learn about the 
many and varied volunteer oppor-
tunities provided via the NAA’s art 

festivals, exhibitions, opening recep-
tions, special events and other activi-
tiets, including gift shop and library 
duties. 

Knowledge of art is not a require-
ment, and volunteers are welcome on 
an ongoing or one-time special event 
basis.

For more information, call Yvonne 
Gibb, manager of volunteer services, at 
262-6517, ext., 105.  ■

Breakfast is served for current, 
prospective volunteers at NAA
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24041 S. TAMIAMI TRAIL, BONITA SPRINGS
239.390.3187  |  WWW.ANGELINASOFBONITASPRINGS.COM

In du l ge .  It’s Italian ,  r edef ined .

Daily Indulgence Therapy 
In Angelina’s Lounge

Sunday - Friday • 5 - 6:30 p.m.

Half-price appetizers and antipasti 
platters 50% off bottles of wine valued 

up to $150 “Double your pleasure” 
on selected beers and cocktails.

 Take advantage of

  what I have to offer!

        - Angelina

The von Liebig Art Center presents 
a screening of “Big Cypress Swamp: 
Western Everglades,” a documenta-
ry about the history of the Western 
Everglades preservation effort and the 
swamp’s ever-evolving ecosystem, at 
5:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 14. 

The hour-long film showcases the 
beauty of sawgrass and sunsets in the 
swamp, highlights the plants and wild-
life there and includes stories of tire-
less efforts to preserve and manage the 
region. It features rare and primeval 
sights and sounds of swamp expedi-
tions through cypress strands by foot, 
airboat, swamp buggy and helicopter. 
In the background is the “music” of 
Big Cypress: an orchestra of croaking 
frogs, wading birds, flowing water and 
approaching thunderstorms.

Producer Elam Stoltzfus is a master 
cinematographer whose projects cap-
ture the essence and glory of nature. 
For “Big Cypress Swamp: Western 
Everglades,” the filmmaker invited fine 
art photographer Clyde Butcher to host 
the project and capture the swamp 
through his large format camera lens. 
The final touch in the documentary is 
the narration by Naples resident Peter 
Thomas.

The screening at The von Liebig 
begins with a wine and cheese recep-
tion, followed by a 20-minute version 
of the film and a presentation by Mr. 
Butcher and Mr. Stoltzfus at 6 p.m. 
Tickets are $50 per person and include 
a full-length version of the documentary 
on DVD. Mr. Butcher and Mr. Stoltzfus 
will autograph DVDs and other related 
merchandise available in the art center 

gift shop.
A share of the evening’s proceeds 

will benefit the South Florida National 
Parks Trust campaign to raise $250,000 
to purchase permanent exhibits for the 
Big Cypress Swamp Welcome Cen-
ter being built on U.S. 41 near State 
Road 29. Although construction of the 
$2.2 million center funded by the Big 
Cypress National Preserve is nearly 
complete, it will not be finished until 
exhibits are installed explaining the 
swamp’s history, hydrology and habi-
tats. All gifts will be matched dollar 
for dollar by the Big Cypress National 
Preserve. 

The event at The von Liebig is spon-
sored by Fifth Third Bank, City Mat-
tress, Gulfshore Life and Comcast. For 
tickets and more information, call 262-
6517 or visit www.naplesart.org. ■

Screening of Big Cypress documentary
will help fund welcome center exhibits

COURTESY PHOTO

Clyde Butcher at work in the swamp
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Collectors and fans of preeminent 
Everglades and Florida landscape 
photographer Clyde Butcher will have 
a one-in-four chance to own a framed 
photograph from the artist’s Naples 
Parks series, featured in Ken Burns’ 
new PBS National Parks documentary, 
when the Naples Art Association pres-
ents “From Clyde Butcher’s Collection 
to Yours” Friday, Jan. 15, at The von 
Liebig Art Center.

Throughout the evening, tickets will 
be drawn to find out which 60 lucky 
guests will take home a piece of art. 
Each winner will have just 90 seconds 
to make his or her selection.

In addition, one special 36-by-46 pho-

tograph will be auctioned to the highest 
bidder. “Loxahatchee River #1, 1991” is a 
silver gelatin photograph, edition 36/50, 
taken in Jonathan Dickinson State Park 
in Florida.

Just 240 tickets for the drawing will 
be sold for “From Clyde Butcher’s 
Collection to Yours.” Tickets are $250 
each ($75 tickets provide admission for 
a spouse and do not include entry into 
the drawing).

The main event begins at 6:30 p.m. 
and includes hors d’oeuvres, wine and 
musical entertainment. Jackie Butcher 
Obendorf, Mr. Butcher’s daughter, is 
the honorary chair. For more informa-
tion, call the 262-6517, ext. 115.  ■

Here’s your chance to own
a Clyde Butcher photograph 

COURTESY PHOTO
Big Cypress National Preserve 1, Clyde Butcher 

www.southstreetnaples.com | 239.435.9333 
 Visit website for Calendar of Events and Menu
1410 Pine Ridge Rd. | Open 7 Days 11a-2a

THURSDAY
NCAA National Championship game

Beer and Food Specials all Night!

FRIDAY
Maxi Courtney 5:30pm
Justin Raymond 9:30pm

SATURDAY 
Jan. 9th - Brown Truck UPS Rocker 9:30pm

Jan. 16th - The Gladezmen 9:30pm

 SUNDAY
Jan. 10th - Chaefi n 9:30pm

Jan. 17th - REGGAE LUSHUN 9:30pm

MONDAY 

TUESDAY 
 Cheese Pizza 

Only  

WEDNESDAY 
 5-10pm Dine-in Only 

P.A. Trick 

Open 7 days a week 11-2am!

Mon-Thurs 10pm-2am
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-7pm 
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$1
Off

any 
purchase 
of $6.99 
or more

Some restrictions apply. Not valid 
with any other offer. Must present 

coupon. No cash value. One coupon 
per customer per visit. Valid only 

at participating locations. 
Expires 1/31/10.

Go to www.TheSavingsPost.com for more discounts

FT. MYERS, FL
(Gulf Coast Town Center)
9924 Gulf Coast Main St.

Fort Myers, FL 33913
(239) 466-8642

NAPLES, FL
(Coastland Center)

1860 Tamiami Trail N
Naples, FL 34102
(239) 352-8642

NORTH NAPLES, FL
(Fountain Park)

7941 Airport-Pulling Rd
Naples, FL 34109
(239) 596-8840

30% Federal
Tax Credit

SOLAR SOLUTIONS
Premium Solatube Dealer
12995 S. Cleveland Ave. St. 235A 
Fort Myers, FL 33907

(239) 466-8605
solarsolutionswfl .com

New showroom
now open 10-2 M-FM 
or by appointment only.

Florida Weekly is keeping 
track behind the scenes as The 
Naples Players’ spring production 
of “Fiddler on the Roof” takes 
shape. With its memorable score 
and universal theme of tradition, 
“Fiddler” has touched audiences 
around the world with humor, 
warmth and honesty. The full-
scale musical runs March 3-April 
3 on the main stage at the Sug-
den Community Theatre. Dawn 
Lebrecht Fornara is the director/
choreographer; Charles Fornara is 
the musical director. The market-
ing plan and advertising materials 
are under development now, as 
these photos show. Next week: 
Cast members get into character 
as rehearsals begin.

 

Part 4: 
Tuning up for ‘Fiddler’

THE NAPLES PLAYERS/ 
COURTESY PHOTOS

Above, Peggy Dunnagan, 
marketing manager 
for The Naples Players,  
and Rhona Saunders, 
marketing director, look 
over different concepts 
for the “Fiddler” logo 
and prepare to discuss 
marketing strategies. At 
left, in the box office at 
the Sugden Community 
Theatre, Ellen Gayle helps 
a customer with early 
“Fiddler” tickets.
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1234 8th St. South | Naples, FL 34102

239.261.8239
Open 7 days a week 5-10:30 pm      www.bleuprovencenaples.com   

Menu Decouverte 
Choose 1 Appetizer, Entrée  

& Glass of  Wine  
From Select Menu

$23.95 | Daily 5-6:00 pm
 

Moules (Mussels)-Frites Monday Night | $19.95

$21.95

Now OPEN 

Filet-Frites

All Night Sunday

on 

S P E C I A L

SUNDAY

For more information on membership opportunities or to talk about hosting a wedding 
or private function at Kensington, please contact Lindsey LaCroix at 239.213.1983

$39* Introductory
1-Hour Massage

Session

Big Cypress Marketplace introduces 
the Big Cypress Dinner Theatre to start 
the New Year with matinee shows by 
two Naples-based creator/producers: 
Southwest Florida’s comedy duo Comp-
ton & Bennett, and Darlyne Franklin of 
Darlyne Franklin Productions.

Compton & Bennett’s “Assisted Living: 
The Musical,” starring Rick Compton 
and Betsy Bennett, launches the new 
theater on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
Jan. 15-17. Tickets for $32 include lunch at 
noon and the show beginning at 1:30 p.m.

Mr. Compton and Ms. Bennett have 
written and performed together for 
more than 15 years. “Assisted Living” 
includes the songs “Help! I’ve Fall-
en (For You) and I Can’t Get Up,” 
“These Halls Are Made For Walkers” 
and “Goin’ To The Chapel and We’re 
Gonna Get Buried.” Slated to go on tour 
later this year, the show has received 
standing ovations at country clubs and 
cabarets throughout the region.

Up next at Big Cypress Dinner The-
atre is “Joey and Maria’s Comedy Ital-
ian Wedding,” to which members of 
the audience are invited to witness the 
vows and attend the reception. The 
zany “wedding” is a one-time show at 
the marketplace on Saturday, Jan. 23. 
Tickets for $42 include lunch at noon 
and the show beginning at 1:30 p.m.

Looking ahead
Known for shows that “skewer topics 

such as overdevelopment, environmen-
tal plunder and the hubris of public 
servitude,” Compton & Bennett return 
to the stage at Big Cypress Market-

place with “A Cracker at The Ritz” Feb. 
12-14 and “A History of Collier County 
According to Us” March 19-21. Tickets 
are $32.

Ms. Franklin, who serves as DJ and 
director for her productions, brings 
“Dancing with the Starz” to the market-
place on Sunday, Feb. 28, with dinner at 
4 p.m. and show at 5:30 p.m. She brings 
“Sully & Sophia’s Wedding,” a raucous 
Irish-Italian celebration, to the stage 
on Saturday, March 6, with luncheon 
buffet at noon and the show at 1:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $42.

The Big Cypress Dinner Theatre is 
complete with an original stained glass 
sign and posters from the now-closed 
Naples Dinner Theatre.

The marketplace is 20 minutes east 
of downtown Naples on U.S. 41. Tick-
ets for all shows can be purchased by 
calling Big Cypress Marketplace at 262-
4622 or visiting www.BigCypressMar-
ketPlace.com. ■

Big Cypress Marketplace
now serving dinner theater

COURTESY PHOTO
Betsy Bennett and Rick Compton as Naomi 
and Ben in “Assisted Living The Musical” 



Quest™

$995 (tax deductible) covers The Speaker Series 
at The Ritz-Carlton, Naples. AE/VISA/MC/Check.

Preferential seating? Call Pam 239-643-3573
or QuestEducationalFoundation.org

The Quest Educational Foundation, 2706 Horseshoe Dr., South, Suite 217, Naples, FL.  34104
Sponsored by:  Bessemer Trust, Grady & Associates, Dri-Dek Corporation, 3rd Millennium Consulting

When you attend Quest,
students can attend college.

What’s so great about 
America? A British perspective.

Daniel Hannan – Friday, February 5, 2010

Remarks 
by Mitt Romney.

Mitt Romney – Friday, February 26, 2010

I.O.U.S.A.: America on 
the brink of financial crisis.

David M. Walker – Friday, March 12, 2010

“Please join us at the Quest™ Speaker Series.”
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OPEN DAILY
Lunch & Dinner • 11:30AM Till 11:30PM
Finest & fresh seafood, live maine 
Lobster, steaks, veal & prime rib

Sunday Morning Breakfast Buffet 
8:00AM Till 1:00PM

Famous Finton Stanley Dinner Show • Jan. 31st

Ciaran Sheehan Concert
 “From Galway to Broadway” • FEB. 12th 

For information and tickets call 774-1880

239-774-1880
6190 Collier Blvd., Naples

Located One Mile South on Collier Blvd., (SR 951) Between Marco Island and US 41

www.erinsisle.biz 

Gift 
Certificates 

Available

•   Fine Foods  •   Full Service Bar 
•  Live Entertainment nightly

➤ THURSDAY, JAN. 7, 8 P.M.
Your Voice – Immokalee…The Chal-
lenge. The Hope.

This live, call-in studio show address-
es issues fac-
ing Immokalee, 
including human 
trafficking and 
farm worker 
realities, as well 
as social service 
agencies that pro-
vide community 
support. Panelists 
will represent the U.S. Attorney’s Office, 
the Coalition of Immokalee Workers and 
the Redlands Christian Migrant Associa-
tion. Hosted by Rachelle Grossman. 

➤ FRIDAY, JAN. 8, 8:30 P.M.
Connect! Immokalee

The spotlight shines on grassroots 
efforts affecting a positive future, includ-
ing a profile of Sister Kelleher, a nun 
who has devoted 30 years to helping 
undocumented immigrants transition 
into a safe and legal existence. Hosted 
by Jim McLaughlin. 

  
➤ SUNDAY, JAN. 10, 8 P.M.
Nature – Hummingbirds: Magic in 
the Air

Hummingbirds represent one of 
nature’s most interesting paradoxes: 
They are the tiniest of birds, yet they 
qualify as some of the toughest and most 
energetic creatures on the planet.

➤ 9 P.M. Masterpiece Classic – Return 
to Cranford

Dame Judi Dench returns in the highly 
anticipated sequel to the Emmy-nomi-
nated “Cranford” miniseries, based on 

the novels of Elizabeth Gaskell about 
everyday life in a small Cheshire market 
town.

➤ MONDAY, JAN. 11, 9 P.M.
American Masters – Sam Cooke: 
Crossing Over

Before Otis 
Redding, before 
Motown, before 
Aretha Franklin 
became the Queen 
of Soul, Sam 
Cooke put the 
spirit of the black 
church into popu-
lar music, creating 
a new American 
sound.

➤ TUESDAY, JAN. 12, 8 P.M.
NOVA – Building Pharaoh’s Ship

A magnificent trad-
ing vessel embarks on 
a royal expedition to 
a treasure-laden land 
called Punt. Is this 
journey, intricately 
depicted on the wall 
of one of Egypt’s most 
impressive temples, 
mere myth — or was 
it real?

➤ WEDNESDAY, JAN. 13, 8 P.M.
The Human Spark – So Human, So 
Chimp: Part 2

Host Alan Alda joins researchers 
studying simians — mainly chimpan-
zees, our closest living relatives — to 
discover what we share with them and 
what skills humans evolved since we 
went our separate ways. ■

This week on WGCU TV
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Home of
www.naplesclubsushi.com

Recipient of the highest 
rating of culinary excellence.

Japanese master chefs prepare and serve 
succulent dinners with individual fl air at your 

Hibachi Table and the Sushi Bar.
Open 5:00 till 10:00 P.M. Weekdays

5:00 till 11:00 P.M. Fridays and Saturdays
Reservations Recommended 239-261-4332

Cannot be combined with 
any other off er. Must present 
coupon when ordering.
Exp. 01/30/10 239-261-4332

BUY ONE ENTRÉE 
GET ONE 1/2 OFF

Harold’s Place is an outside Chickee 
Bar in a lush tropical setting among 
the palms overlooking a beautiful 

pool, serving the award winning BEST 
Burger in southwest Florida with REAL 

Grouper and full bar.
• Happy Hour 11:30 A.M. till 7 P.M. 

• Open 11:30 A.M. Till Midnight daily 
• Satellite Sports

• Karaoke Sunday’s 4 P.M. Till 7 P.M. 
2555 N. Tamiami Trail, Naples 

(at the Gulfcoast Inn)
239-263-7254 

 www.naplesharoldsplace.com



IT’S WHERE PARADISE 
GOES TO PLAY

So easy to get to, so hard to leave. 
Your escape from the everyday 
is only 30 minutes from Paradise 
Coast, right off I-75.

506 SOUTH FIRST STREET, IMMOKALEE 
800-218-0007 • seminoleimmokaleecasino.com

Vegas-style excitement in  
Southwest Florida’s own backyard.
Play in style on over 1,100 electrifying slots and 38 thrilling table games. Bluff 
your way to a big pot. Or double down at the tables. Play all your favorites 
like Blackjack, Texas Hold ‘Em Bonus Poker and Pai Gow. After a big win, let 
your taste buds experience the thrill of victory. And when sun sets, grab a 
cocktail and let the night take hold. Vegas style — 24 hours, 7 days a week! 

Present this coupon to the Seminole Casino Immokalee 
Player’s Club to receive your FREE PLAY.

*You will receive $25 instantly and $25 on your return visit. Valid for new members only and must be redeemed in person with ap-
proved ID. See Player’s Club for complete details. Must be at least 21 years old to participate. Offer valid through 1/31/10. Limit one 
coupon per person per day. Alteration or unauthorized use voids this offer. Management reserves all rights. Persons who have been 
trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who have opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. If you or 
someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1-888-ADMIT-IT. PRIZE CODE:  INWNM110

SIGN UP AND GET $50* FREE PLAY

Present this coupon at the Seminole Casino Immokalee 
Tables to receive your MATCH PLAY.

Must be at least 21 years old and a Seminole Player’s Club member to participate. Valid ID required for redemption. Valid for new 
members only. Use of a match play voucher requires an even money bet. Voucher may only be used on even money wagers at 
authorized blackjack tables. Offer valid through 1/31/10. Limit one coupon per person. No cash value, non-transferable and may not 
be redeemed for cash or chips. Alteration or unauthorized use voids this offer. Management reserves all rights. Persons who have been 
trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who have opted into the self-exclusion program are prohibited from 
participating. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1-888-ADMIT-IT. PRIZE CODE: INWNMP110

SIGN UP AND GET $25 MATCH PLAYOR
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One of the newer collectibles to be found 
at auctions in Japanese are monster toys 
made in the 1960s and 1970s. A recent auc-
tion by Morphy of Denver, Pa., was held 
on land and online to sell a huge of collec-
tion of toys, including about 50 
of the Japanese kaiju (“strange 
beast”) toys. These toys sell by 
the millions in Japan to boys, girls 
and adults. They are based on 
old monster movies and TV 
shows. Bullmark (1969-1977), 
a Japanese company, was the 
most famous manufacturer 
of these toys. The soft-vinyl 
toys were made in the early 
1970s. The toys were made 
in sizes from 3 inches to 
more than 12 inches. Some 
were repainted to sell in 
Hawaii, and these brightly 
colored versions are rare 
and desirable. Later, in the 
1970s, some monster toys 
came with metal parts, 
and still later some were 
die-cast. Watch some 
old “creature features” 
to learn about the mon-
sters. The toys have been 
“invading” the United 
States, and their popular-
ity and prices are rising.

   ➤ Ms. Kovel answers your questions:
Q: My roll-top desk has a metal plaque 

on the inside that reads “Boston Derby 
Desk.” I bought it from a retired Cleveland 
banker after World War II. What can you 
tell me about its manufacturer, age and 
value?

A: George H. Derby opened a small 
furniture company in Boston in 1872. By 
1879 he was producing roll-top desks. A 
partner joined him the following year, and 
his business became Derby and Kilmer 

Desk Co., then Derby, Kilmer and 
Pond Desk Co. In the mid-1890s, 

the firm was incorporated as the 
Derby Desk Co. Its headquarters 

were in Boston, but it had a large 
factory in Somerville, Mass., just 
outside of Boston. The company 

expanded across the country until 
it was bought by another firm in 
1931. Derby roll-top desks sell for 
a few hundred dollars into the 
low thousands, depending on 
style and condition.

    
Q: While we were at the 

National Pike Festival in 
Maryland last May, my son 
found a blackened metal 

tray in a box of junk. Please 
help us identify it. It’s 10 
by 14 inches, with a twist-
ed edge. We cleaned it and 
found it has a mirrorlike sil-
very surface. The marks on 
the bottom include “Farm-
ers Bldg. Rest.” and “GM 

Japanese monster toys boom

terryKOVEL
news@floridaweekly.com

KOVELS: ANTIQUES & COLLECTING

SEE KOVEL, C25 

ENTER TO WIN
A 4 Pack of Tickets to 

1-800-745-3000 or www.TicketMaster.com

Drawing will take place on Friday, January 8, 2010. Winners will be 
nofi tied by phone with information on how to pick up their tickets.

Select fi ve numbers from 1 through 50 by fi lling in the circles. Fill out form below and mail 
to 

Germain Arena - Lipizzaner Stallions

71 15 2111 175 8 14 202 10 16 224 12 18 24 256

4426 40 4628 42 484527 41 47 50

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Street Address: __________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________  State: _______  Zip: _________

Email: _____________________________  Phone Number: ( _____ ) ______________

You are Invited!
FREE SATURDAY SEMINARS

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

45 Showrooms Featuring

For a schedule of upcoming events visit our website at  
www.MiromarDesignCenter.com. 

Some trade showroom  
hours may vary on Saturdays. Please call for specific showroom hours.  

s 

FURNITURE  FABRICS  FLOORING  LIGHTING  KITCHEN  BATH  ART

Saturday, January 9 at 2 p.m.
“The Many Facets of Faux Finishing”

Saturday, January 16 at 2 p.m.
“Styles of Garden Design”

Saturday, January 23 at 2 p.m.
“Incorporating Design Trends with Remodeling Projects”

RSVP is greatly appreciated.  Call (239) 390-8207.

“FIRST SEATING”
3-COURSE 
DINNER $20.10

Entrees 
Under $20

Choose 
from 13! 

AUTHENTIC ITALIAN CUISINE

HAPPY HOUR
4-6PM BAR ONLY

LIVE MUSIC
5-9PM

The Village on Venetian Bay ~ Naples

MIRAMARE 
RISTORANTE
Waterfront Dining

OPEN FOR LUNCH 
WITH SPECIALS 

FROM $12.10

COURTESY PHOTO

This vinyl Japanese toy was 
made by Bullmark in 1974. It 
is in rare “Hawaiian” colors, 
so it sold for $633.

ll a huge of collec
about 50 
(“strange 
ys sell by
boys, girls
sed on 
nd TV 
-1977), 
was the
cturer 
-vinyl 

early 
ade
to

me
in 
ly 
re 
he 
ys 
ts, 
re 

me 
s” 
n-

his business be
Desk Co.
Pond De

the firm 
Derby De

were in
factory
outside

expande
it was 
1931. D
a few 
low t
style

 
Q

N
M
fo

tra
he
by
ed 
fou
verCOURTESY PHOTO



NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLY    www.FloridaWeekly.com WEEK OF JANUARY 7-13, 2010    ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT    C25

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  D I F F E R E N C E
R E A L  A U T H E N T I C  I TA L I A N  F O O D

GRAND OPENING WEEKEND 8TH –10TH

BANQUET ROOM UP TOO 100 PEOPLE

DANIEL MELVIN PERFORMING THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY EVENINGS
BUY ONE OF OUR FAMOUS SIGNATURE ITALIAN MARTINIS OR BELLINI’S AND RECEIVE ONE FOR FREE!

THE OWNER HAS VERY SUCCESSFUL RESTAURANTS IN BOTH NEW YORK 
ON MULBERRY ST. AND ALSO HANOVER ST. IN THE NORTH END

596-5600
(SW CORNER OF AIRPORT AND VANDERBILT IN THE PUBLIX SHOPPING CENTER)

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

KOVEL
From page C24

Co., EP” surrounding an anchor within 
a shield.

A: Your tray is silver plate and was 
made by the Gorham Manufacturing Co. 
(GM Co.) of Providence, R.I. The “EP” 
mark indicates that the tray is electroplat-
ed. Gorham must have made it to order 
for a restaurant (Farmers Building Restau-
rant?). The anchor-in-shield mark was one 
of several that Gorham used on its silver-
plated pieces. Gorham’s corporate name 
was Gorham Manufacturing Co. from 1865 
to 1961, when it became Gorham Corp.

    
Q: My grandmother left me her trian-

gular fabric handkerchief holder. I know 
it predates the 1950s, but I don’t know by 
how much. It’s decorated in the corners 
and across the top with complex flower 
shapes made out of ribbon. Does that help 
you date it?

A: The flowers are “ribbonwork,” a 
women’s craft that was popular in the 
United States from about 1900 through 
the 1920s. That doesn’t mean some women 
weren’t doing it later.  Ribbonwork also 
is called “ribbon craft” or “ribbonry.” It 
involves folding fabric ribbon into floral 
or other shapes and placing them on 
something else — a dress, coat, jacket, hat 
or even a handkerchief holder.

    
Q: I found an old political campaign 

button with the photos of two candidates 
identified as “McKinley” and “Clough.” I 
know Clough was the governor of Min-

nesota at the time McKinley first ran for 
president in 1896, but why is Clough on 
the button? Was he making a bid to be the 
vice-presidential nominee? The edge of 
the 7/8-inch button is marked “National 
Game and Novelty Co., St. Paul, Minn.” 
There are also two dates, 1894 and 1896. 
Any ideas about why this button was cre-
ated and what it might be worth?   

A: Political buttons that picture two 
candidates are called “jugates.” Your 
jugate is what collectors of political items 
call a “coattail” button — one that pro-
motes a local candidate by linking him or 
her with a more famous national candi-
date. David Marston Clough (1846-1924) 
was running for re-election as governor of 
Minnesota in 1896, the same year William 
McKinley (1943-1901) was running for his 
first term as president. Coattail buttons 
are still common today. Your button sells 

for $15-$20.
CURRENT PRICES

Current prices are recorded from 
antiques shows, flea markets, sales and 
auctions throughout the United States. 
Prices vary in different locations because 
of local economic conditions.
➤ Baseball pen and pencil set, miniature 

wooden bat shape, facsimile signature 
of Bill Dickey, Atlantic Oil Co. premium, 
1930s, 6¾ inches, $145. 
➤ Toy copper airplane, windup, Marx, 

U.S.A., 18-inch wingspan, $225.
➤ Hooked rug, fireplace scene, spin-

ning wheel, rifle over mantel, black kettle, 
beige ground, black border, 1930, 38 inches 
by 56 inches, $285.
➤ Effanbee Anne Shirley doll, sleep 

eyes, real eyelashes, human-hair wig, red-
and-white check dress, brass barrette, 
marked, 1935, 22 inches, $400. ■



    NAPLES FLORIDA WEEKLYC26    WEEK OF JANUARY 7-13, 2010

PACE PAIRINGS: an educational epicurean event
Join us for an evening of exceptional food 

and wine to benefi t exceptional girls!

January 28, 2010
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
The Auditorium at The Conservancy 
of Southwest Florida
This is an intimate event with 
extrememly LIMITED SEATING!  
Tickets are $75.00.
Proceeds to benefi t PACE
Center for Girls, Collier
Taste a variety of wines presented by 
Cinquain Cellars of California, learn 
about winemaking and enjoy gourmet 
pairings created by Chef Brian of 
SMH Catering. There will be a fun 
Chinese Auction with items such 
as a private custom wine tasting 
for up to 20 people!

Call 239-377-9877 
to purchase tickets 
or e-mail collier@pacecenter.org

SAVE THE DATES
PACE pairs with
California winery

PACE Center for Girls, Immokalee, 
is holding a wine tasting with Cinquain 
Cellars of California from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 28, at The Conservancy 
of Southwest Florida. In addition to 
learning about the California wines and 
pairing them with the right flavors, 
guests will be able to participate in a 
Chinese raffle for items including a pri-
vate wine tasting for 20 at Total Wine. 

Tickets are $75 per person. For more 
information, call 377-9877 or e-mail col-
lier@pacecenter.org. 

Shore party anchors
Avow regatta 

Sailors and landlubbers alike are 
invited to the post-race party following 
the 2010 Avow Hospice Regatta. The 
fun begins at 5 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 30, at 
Pelican Isle Yacht Club and will include 
cocktails, dinner and dancing to The 
Manhattan Connection. Emcee and race 
chairman is Jerry Watkins.

In addition to prizes awarded by race 
class, one boat will earn the “Winds of 
Hospice” award for raising the most 
money for Avow.

Shore party tickets are $100 per per-
son. There’s also special pricing for 
those who would like to book passage 
on a spectator boat to watch the races 
in the morning. Normally $50, boat pas-
sage (which includes lunch) is just $25 
when purchased as a combo ticket with 
the shore party ($125 total).

To purchase tickets, make a dona-
tion to Avow Hospice, or inquire about 
entering the races (entry deadline is 
18:00 Friday, Jan. 29), call Bonnie Dinger 
at 649-3686. Information and race forms 
are also available at www.avowhospice.
org.

Saddle up for the
Cattle Baron’s Ball
Break out your sexiest stilettos, tall-

est 10-gallon hat and best bandana for 
the American Cancer Society of Marco 
Island’s annual Cattle Baron’s Ball com-
ing up Saturday, Jan. 30, the Marco 
Island Marriott Resort. Celebrity emcee 
will be Bill Wood of Fox4’s “Morning 

Blend.” The Wild, Wild West evening 
begins with cocktails following by din-
ner, dancing to the sounds of Faka-
hatchee, a silent auction, gaming tables 
and pony races. Prizes will be awarded 
for best stilettos, hat and western out-
fit.

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, call Bea Ferretti at 642-8800, 
ext. 112, on Monday, Wednesday or 
Friday or stop by the American Cancer 
Society office at 917 N. Collier Blvd. 
For the best seats, purchase tickets by 
Jan. 10. 
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900 Neapolitan Way
(Corner of US 41 & Neapolitan Way, Naples in the Neapolitan Shopping Center)

239.434.9700 • Open Daily 10-6 • Sundays 12-5

It Only Looks Expensive

2408 Linwood Avenue, East Naples
239-775-3727 • www.naplesenglishpub.com

Naples Oldest Authentic British Tavern EST. 1969
THE ENGLISH PUB

OPEN 7 DAYS, 11AM - 2AM • LIVE ENTERTAINMENT EVERY WEEKEND
Happy Hour Daily 3PM-7PM • Selected: 99¢ Drafts, $3 Wines, $3 Wells

WEDNESDAYS • 6:30pm

Pirate Nite 
Hermit Crab Races

Live Music
Drink & Dinner Specials

Burns Supper
Saturday, January 23rd

A Traditional 5-Course, Scottish Dinner 
Paired with Single Malts and Fine Wine

Bagpiper • Readings • Homemade Haggis
Only $35.95pp   Make Reservations Now!

THURSDAYS • 8:30PM

QUIZ NITE
15th Great Year!

Fab Prizes
Like Trivia on 
Nitros Oxide

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
January 8th & 9th Only

BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE
 Fish ’N Chips or

Shepard’s Pie
Must Be Seated by 5:30pm

With Coupon
Not valid with any other offer

SUNDAYS • 4-4-44
4-GUESTS
4-SALADS

4-DINNERS (5 Choices of Entrees)
4-DESSERTS

4-GLASSES OF WINE

JUST $44.00
RESERVATIONS A MUST!

SAVE THE DATES
The stars come out
for Naples Players

Glamour. Sparkle. Culinary delights. 
And a splash of Broadway. Find it all 
at “A Starry, Starry Night,” the annual 
gala to benefit The Naples Players on 
Saturday, Feb. 13, at The Ritz-Carlton 
Golf Resort. After cocktails and dinner, 
The Naples Players will entertain with 
some of their biggest showstoppers. 
Saks Fifth Avenue will showcase fash-
ions for the season, and a live auction 
will offer an array of items. One lucky 
guest will win a drawing for a five-carat 
diamond necklace.

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, call Patty Baker at 643-4824 or 
The Naples Players at 434-7340, ext. 10.

Fun Time Academy
bound for Land of Oz

Fun Time Early Childhood Academy’s 
third annual “play date fundraiser” will 
have the theme of “Follow the Yellow 
Brick Road.” The evening of fine dining 
and fun will have a silent and limited 
live auction with Mayor Bill Barnett as 
auctioneer.

The adventure unfolds Thursday, 
Feb. 18, at the Naples Beach Hotel and 
Golf Club. Fifth Third Bank is the pre-
senting sponsor; event co-chairs are 
Carol Munro and Kenneth Deedy.

Proceeds will help support the Fun 
Time academy mission to provide safe, 
affordable early childhood education 
and quality childcare for the children 
of low-income working families in the 

community. 
Tickets are $250 per person. Patron 

tickets for $350 include a private party 
the week before the main event. For 
more information, call 261-7411, 263-
2673 or 262-4878.

Former NFL player 
will help mend hearts

Former NFL offensive guard Vic-
tor Rivas Rivers, spokesperson for the 
National Network to End Domestic 
Violence, will be the keynote speaker 
for the 10th annual Mending Broken 
Hearts with Hope luncheon to benefit 
The Shelter for Abused Women & Chil-

dren. The event, which typically draws 
a sellout crowd, is set for Friday, Feb. 
26, at The Ritz-Carlton, Naples. 

In his New York Times best-selling 
book, “A Private Family Matter,” Mr. 
Rivers chronicles his journey from gang 
member to class president, including 
details of the child abuse and domestic 
violence he endured and witnessed as 
a child. 

Tickets are $300 per person. Sponsor-
ship opportunities are available at sev-
eral levels from $1,000 to $10,000. Call 
Mary Ann Green at 775-3862, ext. 211, or 
e-mail mgreen@naplesshelter.org. 
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New Year’s Art Festival on Fifth Avenue South

We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, 
go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too.

Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.

FLORIDA WEEKLY SOCIETY

1. Sydney Thurwalker, Connie Cummins and 
 Kayleigh Thurwalker
2. Maxine Bell and Bryan Klaver
3. Tess Rowan and Ian Diamond
4. Marte and Bill Seegmuller, Oliver the dog
5. Sam Condomina, Roy Isakson and Tilly, Dee 
 Isakson and Violet, Martin McMahon and 
 Pepe
6. Wilfrid Dantis

PEGGY FARREN / FLORIDA WEEKLY
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5 6
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We take more society and networking photos at area events than we can fi t in the newspaper. So, if you think we missed you or one of your friends, 
go to www.fl oridaweekly.com and view the photo albums from the many events we cover. You can purchase any of the photos too.

Send us your society and networking photos. Include the names of  everyone in the picture. E-mail them to society@fl oridaweekly.com.

FLORIDA WEEKLY SOCIETY

1. Seated: Josette Russo and Melissa Chiappetta. 
Standing: Karen Stevenson, Robert Carsello, 
Richard Ballo, Karen Rollins, Dr. Paul Mitchell, 
Greg Russo and George Walters Jr.

2. Manny and Barbara Silvia, Linda Novosel and 
 Jim Bohn
3. Isabel and Zoe Houston, Marilyn Hall
4. Fionntan and Fionnuala Thinnes
5. Frank and Gina Colombo
6. Deborah Hann and Pam Flowers

COURTESY PHOTO

PEGGY FARREN / FLORIDA WEEKLY

1

2 3
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The Italian American Society of SWF Holiday Ball

New Year’s Eve on Fifth Avenue South

Evening at the Country Club of Naples raises $4,500 for Avow Hospice

UPCOMING KEY WEST EVENTS

GETTING THERE IS HALF THE FUN

1-888-539-2628www.seakeywestexpress.com

Depart from Marco Island at
Rose Marco River Marina

$5.00
OFF ROUND TRIP

Regular Adult 
Full Fare

01/07:  28th Annual Literary Seminar
01/08 : “The Suitors” at the Red Barn Theatre
01/08 : The Southernmost AIDS/HIV Ride
01/09 : Sculpture Key West 2010

Your Way to Key West
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Dinner & a Movie
Includes appetizer, entrée 
& glass of house wine only $38
Taxes & gratuities not included,
No substitutions, 
Some restrictions may apply,
Expires 01.31.2010

Call 1.888.35.FILMS or visit silverspotcinema.com

Sunday thru Thursday 5:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m.

visit silverspotcinemaaaaa.com

SAY AAAHHH

Vergina’s chefs prepare 
world-class, Italian 

inspired cuisine sure to 
please traditionalists, 

as well as those looking 
for that unique selection.

Italian Wine Dinner for 2 with a Bottle of Wine $34.95
4-6pm Daily Holidays not included 

www.VerginaRestaurant.com

Every
Neighborhood 

Needs a 
Bakery

Catering, Special Orders
Special Events and Holidays

Mon-Fri 8-5 • Sat 8-3 • Sun 8-1

(239) 732-7774 • Naples
St. Andrews Square

8793 Tamiami Trail E, #105-1

(239) 454-9100 • Fort Myers
Reflection Lakes

13550 Reflections Pkwy. #4-401

www.FrenchBreadOven.org

All Natural Artisan Bakery 
Handcrafted Breads & Pastries Baked from Scratch Daily

Bakery Cafe • Breakfast • Lunch • Wine

Wishes You A 
Happy New Year!

Here are some capsule summaries of 
previously reviewed restaurants:

➤ A Table Apart,  4295 Bonita 
Beach Road, Bonita Springs; 221-
8540

The décor’s not fancy but it’s warm 
and inviting with light jazz and soft 
lights creating an oasis that’s well-
suited to dining well. The menu show-
cases chef/owner Jeffrey Acol’s imagi-
native style, which features surprising 
innovations, such as fried calamari 
coated with nam pla (fermented fish 
sauce) served with Thai dressing, 
and fries gussied up with herbs, Par-
mesan cheese and white truffle oil. 
The chilled summer soup tasted of 
the ripe oven-roasted tomatoes from 
which it was made, enhanced with a 
bit of wasabi and cucumber ribbons. 
Organic salmon prepared two ways 
— lightly blackened and topped with 
citrus salmon ceviche, and with a yuzu 
beurre blanc and blazing purple micro 
greens — was downright exciting. Mr. 
Acol lightens up a ribeye by adding a 
Mediterranean cucumber salad instead 
of potatoes. Both the elegant chocolate 
mousse and fresh brownie with ice 
cream were worth every calorie. Wine 
and beer served. 

Food: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½  Service: ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ½ 

➤ Fuji Sushi Bar & Asian Bistro, 
6355 Naples Blvd., Naples; 593-5550

This relative newcomer manages to 
accomplish what many of the big boys 
don’t: It delivers first-rate Asian fare with 
style and flair in an intimate, peaceful 

setting. Owners John and On Augsondt-
hung are from Thailand, but have a firm 
grasp on the intricacies of sushi, which 
Mr. Augsondthung expertly crafts while 
his wife handles the front of the house 
and an uncle whips up the Thai dishes 
in the kitchen. We loved the Fuji lobster 
roll, which melded tempura lobster, 
avocado, asparagus, scallions and masa-
go. Another clever dish was tuna chips, 
which combined raw tuna, avocado, 
scallions and a spicy sauce with tortilla 
chips. Pad Thai devotees will swoon at 
Fuji’s version. Other standouts include 
lettuce wraps, ninja shrimp, royal duck 
curry and fried bananas. Beer and wine 
served. 

Food: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½  Service: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½ 
 Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½ 

➤ Inca’s Kitchen, 11985 Collier 
Blvd., Naples; 352-3200

It’s love at first bite at Inca’s Kitchen, 
where the menu showcases the lively 
Peruvian culinary palette. Chef/owner 
Raphael Rottiers and partner Alfredo 
Ruiz make customers feel immediately 
welcome in this lovely, unpretentious 
Golden Gate establishment. Dinner 
starts with a bowl of roasted corn ker-
nels and three flavorful (but not spicy 
hot) pepper sauces for dipping. The 
mixed ceviche was exceptionally good 
and the portion was large enough for 
two. Also good were the conchitas a la 
Parmesana (scallops on the half shell 
baked with Parmesan cheese). A deli-
cious sashimi-like dish, dua tiradito, fea-
tured marinated fish served with pepper 
sauces. Inca’s wari fish is seared on a 

griddle, seasoned and baked to perfec-
tion then served with a mango salsa, 
corn and cilantro. Another standout 
was the lomo a la Huancaina, sliced beef 
tenderloin with red onions and creamy 
queso blanco. Not only is the food 
wonderful, the most expensive dish is 
$17. Don’t miss this one. Beer and wine 
served. 

Food: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½  Service: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ★

➤ Mister Five, 1716 Airport Road 
South, Naples; 262-1555

This tiny establishment packs a big 
diner punch with its down-home menu 
on which everything — yes, everything 
—is priced at $5. It’s as close to a Jer-
sey diner as you’ll find in these parts 
(with better prices) and is the brain-
child of 20-something Anthony China-
glia, whose family hails from the Garden 
State. Breakfast is served all day, includ-
ing tuxedo pancake (with dark and white 
chocolate chips and chocolate sauce). 
We tried super crisp chicken wings with 
a just-right hot and sweet sauce; a Cape 
Cod salad, with lettuce, dried cranber-
ries, apple slices, walnuts, tomato and 
onions; a creditable Philly cheesesteak; 
and a fried fish sandwich that was sur-
prisingly good given that said fish was 
inexpensive basa. The accompanying 
fries were crisp and tasty, too. I can’t 
think of a place other than fast-food 
joints where you get food for this price 
and none that equal its quality. Beer and 
wine served. 

Food: ★ ★ ★ ★  Service: ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ★

➤ Sea Salt, 1186 Third St. South; 
434-7258

Chef Fabrizio Aielli was the dar-
ling of the Washington, D.C. political 
elite before he and his wife, Ingrid, 
decided to head south. And so was 
born Sea Salt. No expense has been 
spared in the chic, modern décor, the 
voluminous wine list or the pains-
takingly prepared food. The menu 
changes according to what’s fresh 
and available. Curry coconut black 
mussels and a salad of red and gold 
beets with mache and pecan-crusted 
goat cheese were excellent starters, 
although those with a taste for car-
paccio, raw oysters or meats and 
cheeses will find tempting options as 
well. Limoncello-marinated salmon 
with green lentil mustard sauce, as 
well as the wild halibut and veal 
osso buco ravioli were outstanding. 
Desserts include house-made gelato 
and a sushi-style menu of Norman 
Love chocolates. The pistachio gelato 
with tomato marmalade was rich and 
velvety, the tiny almond linzer torte 
three bites of bliss. Our pair of servers 
were true professionals, adding polish 
to an excellent meal. Full bar. 

Food: ★ ★ ★ ★  Service: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½ 
 Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ★ ½ 

PAST REPASTS

                            Key to ratings
 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Superb

 ★ ★ ★ ★ Noteworthy

 ★ ★ ★ Good

 ★ ★ Fair

 ★ Poor 
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diningCALENDAR

➤ Friday, Jan. 8, 6:30-9:30 p.m., 
Decanted: “Bottle Shock” is the feature 
for movie night. The film chronicles the 
early days of California wine making 
and the 1976 Paris wine tasting in which 
a California wine won top honors; 1410 
Pine Ridge Road; 434-1814.

➤ Friday, Jan. 8, 7 p.m., Robb & Stucky 
Culinary Center: It’s date night, a great 
time to gather a group of friends or that 
special someone for a three-course din-
ner and wines to match; $90 per couple; 
26501 S. Tamiami Trail, Bonita Springs; 
(866) 206-3840. Reservations required.

➤ Saturday, Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30, 10 

a.m.-2 p.m., Coconut Point mall: The 
Coconut Farmers Market takes places 
weekly through April, featuring produce 
and other goods; U.S. 41 adjacent to Pan-
era Bread at the mall, Estero; 249-9480.

➤ Saturday, Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30, 7:30-
11:30 a.m., Third Street South: The weekly 
farmers market features fresh produce, 
baked goods, hand-crafted items and 
more; behind Tommy Bahamas; 434-
6533.

➤ Saturday, Jan. 9, 11 a.m., Whole 
Foods Market: Youngsters ages 5-15 who 
attend this session of Kids Club will learn 
how to roll their own sushi with fun 

and tasty ingredients; free, Mercato, 9101 
Strada Place; 552-5100.

➤ Saturday, Jan. 9, 7 p.m., Robb & 
Stucky Culinary Center: Savor a multi-
course dinner paired with just the right 
wines; $75; 26501 S. Tamiami Trail, Boni-
ta Springs; (866) 206-3840. Reservations 
required.

➤ Monday, Jan. 11, 6 p.m., Whole 
Foods Market: Real Seafood Co. Chef 
Brent Courson demonstrates five fast, 
simple, healthy and interesting seafood 
dishes that are easy to make at home; 
$15, Mercato, 9101 Strada Place; 552-5100. 
Advance registration required. Go to 

www.acteva.com/go/Life-
styleCenter.

➤ Tuesday, Jan. 12, all 
day, Whole Foods Market: 
The market will donate 
5 percent of the day’s net 
sales to Barbara’s Friends, the 
region’s only outpatient hema-
tology/oncology clinic, to be 
used for medical care, treat-
ment and equipment; Mer-
cato, 9101 Strada Place; 552-
5100. ■

— Submit event listings 
to Cuisine@floridaweekly.com.
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FLORIDA WEEKLY CUISINE
Remy’s brings Old World ambience

to bustling Naples neighborhood

Whatever we were expecting when 
we pulled into a parking spot in the Tar-
get Plaza, Remy’s Neighborhood Bistro 
wasn’t it.

No matter how many lovely little res-
taurants I encounter in shopping centers, I 
continue to be surprised at what enterpris-
ing entrepreneurs can do with what could 
easily be generic, lackluster spaces.

Remy’s is neither generic nor lacklus-
ter. It is, in fact, far more like the cozy 
European cafes in which I’ve whiled away 
an afternoon or evening after hours of 
arduous sightseeing. I’m fairly certain that 
some of the murals gracing the bistro’s 
walls were scenes I’d glimpsed from the 
windows of those same cafes in places like 
Portofino, Naxos and Orvieto.

The room has a festive, relaxed feel 
to it. Substantial tables boast sturdy 
faux marble tops, banquettes line a half 
wall that divides the bar from the dining 
room, bottles of preserved vegetables 
form colorful displays along shelves, 
and a large bar — at which there wasn’t 
a vacant seat — takes up an entire wall 
but for the wine rack on one side.

 Above the windows that span two 
sides of the dining room are the afore-
mentioned murals, each depicting a dif-
ferent Mediterranean scene. Even the 

exposed ceiling gets gussied up with 
cloth panels adorned with painted plants 
hanging among the air-conditioning 
ducts.

A smiling host let us choose our table, 
and our server appeared and introduced 
herself moments after we sat down. The 
team effort makes a good first impres-
sion, signaling the staff’s welcoming atti-
tude.

Remy’s has a full bar complete with a 
menu listing specialty martinis and other 
drinks. The wine list offers respectable 
variety. We ordered glasses of Penfolds 
shiraz and Banfi chianti, which tasted 
fresh but were served at a too-warm 
Florida room temperature rather than 
that of a slightly chilled wine cellar.

The menu has a Mediterranean flavor, 
with French and Italian dishes predomi-
nating — classic onion soup, nut-crusted 
Brie, caprese, frutti di mare and osso 
buco among them. Little surprises crop 
up here and there, such as duck spring 
rolls, blackened scallops and a seafood 
tower, for example.

Duck spring rolls ($8.95) and shrimp 
and lobster bisque, the soup du jour 
($5.50),  began our meal.

The bisque had the classic creamy 
consistency with some lobster flavor 
and what tasted like clam, which may 
have come from the stock. The spring 
rolls were attractively cut into easy-
to-eat segments and set upright on the 
plate, then topped with crisp noodles. 
The rolls were crunchy and the duck 
stuffing chewy with delicate seasoning. 

The only flaw: They were just 
barely warm.

 Next came entrees of 
osso buco ($22.95) and sea-
food Provencal ($19.25), both 
of which looked lovely. The 
Provencal consisted of a mon-
tage of good-looking seafood 
— scallops, salmon, shrimp and 
mussels swimming about in a 
pesto cream sauce over capel-
lini. We’d both have opted for 
a more assertive pesto — more 
basil and garlic, please — but 
the mild sauce allowed the fla-
vor of the seafood to emerge 
in a way it wouldn’t have with 
a bolder sauce. (Remy’s also 
offers seafood prepared fra 
diavolo or blackened, either of 
which no doubt would have 
had more lively sauces.)

The osso buco contained 
lamb rather than the more 
traditional veal, but it was 

fork tender from long braising, and the 
mellow tomato-based sauce swathing it 
was delicious. Roasted red skin potatoes 
and medley of fresh veggies finished the 
plate. 

After clearing away the entrée dishes, 
our server brought over a small but well 
filled dessert tray bearing a couple of 
rich chocolate items, an equally rich 
looking pecan pie and a lovely parfait 
glass layered with chocolate and cara-
mel mousse ($6.50). It looked like an ice 
cream sundae, but one spoonful made it 
clear that it was creamy mousse. Topped 
with a generous helping of whipped 
cream and a drizzle of raspberry sauce, 
it satisfied without being so rich and 
sweet as to make us regret eating it after 
a large meal.

That Remy’s can deliver such a wide-
ranging and accomplished dinner menu 
would be admirable enough, but the 
place also serves breakfast and lunch 
every day except Sunday. Omelets, frit-
tata, French toast, pancakes, waffles and 
pastry nests are the stars in the morning, 
segueing into lunch with soups, salads, 
sandwiches, wraps and hot entrees. 

All of which brings me back to those 
European cafes that seem to be perpetu-
ally open and ready whenever a weary 
traveler needs sustenance and hospital-
ity. Remy’s is such a place, and one to 
which I’ll turn again when in search of 
good food and comfort. ■

karenFELDMAN
cuisine@floridaweekly.com

KAREN FELDMAN / FLORIDA WEEKLY

Duck spring rolls topped with crisp noodles lend an Asian 
touch to the mainly Mediterranean menu at Remy’s.

KAREN FELDMAN / FLORIDA WEEKLY

Seafood Provencal comes loaded with scallops, shrimp, salmon and mussels in a pesto 
cream sauce.

Remy’s Neighborhood Bistro
Target Plaza, 2300 Pine Ridge Road; 

403-9922

>> Hours: Breakfast served 7-11 a.m. Monday 

through Saturday; lunch served 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Monday-Saturday; dinner served 5-10 p.m. daily.

>> Reservations: Accepted

>> Credit cards: Major cards accepted.

>> Price range: Appetizers, $5.50-$10.25; 

entrees, $14.95-$23.50  

>> Beverages: Full bar

>> Seating: Banquettes, conventional tables 

and chairs indoors or on the waterfront patio, 

high tops in the bar or at the bar itself

>> Specialties of the house: Remy’s 

blackened sea scallops, duck spring rolls, Bistro 

famous French onion soup, Mediterranean 

caprese, frutti di mare, grouper Rockefeller, tuna 

piccata, seafood fra diavolo, osso buco

>> Volume: Moderate

>> Parking: Free lot

>> Website: www.remybistro.com

Ratings:

Food: ★ ★ ★ ½
Service: ★ ★ ★ ★
Atmosphere: ★ ★ ★ ★

 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Superb

 ★ ★ ★ ★ Noteworthy

 ★ ★ ★ Good

 ★ ★ Fair

 ★ Poor 

                                         If you go
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NO TRANSACTION FEE/NO PROCESSING FEENO TRANSACTION FEE/NO PROCESSING FEE

NEW CONSTRUCTION
$1,329,000 

Palatial Estate - Two Pools - 5 Total
Garage Spaces - 8 Total bedrooms -

Custom tile flooring throughout. Ask
for 802NA9007703.

1-866-657-2300

NAPLES BEAUTY
$650,000 

Intersecting canals of Longshore Lake.
Fantastic architecture 4+den, 3 baths,
pool hot tub all the bells & whistles.

Ask for 802CC9029109.
1-866-657-2300

BEAUTIFUL FLOOR PLAN
$539,000 

Expansive pool lanai area - tile and
wood flooring - large workshop / stor-

age - fenced property  horses & pets
welcome.. Ask for 802NA9026354.

1-866-657-2300

WATCH SUNSETS FROM BALCONY
$529,900 

Dream home! Custom 5BR/3BA+bonus
room. Ultimate views of pristine lake,

sparkling pool, & spa! Huge master suite
& bath. Ask for 802FM940625.

1-866-657-2300

4 BEDROOM POOL HOME
$399,000 

Close In. Wow  Former model with all the
bells and whistles. 4 bedroom 2 bath  3

car garage, great pool, gated property on
2.50 acre Ask for 802NA9035061.

1-866-657-2300

OASIS IN PARADISE  5 BD + DEN - 4 BA
$349,900 

5 Bed + Den - 4 Bath.  This lovely home
sits on beautifully manicured property
of 4.78 acres that includes 2 ponds. Ask

for 802NA8036451.
1-866-657-2300

STUNNING CONDO - WRAP AROUND BALCONY
$325,000 

3 bed 3-1/2 bath Sky Home, Kitchen
features granite Counters, Whirlpool
Gold stainless appliances, Tile in the

Living, Ask for 802NA9033296.
1-866-657-2300

GATED TENNIS COMMUNITY
$315,000 

Sterling Oaks a beautiful gated tennis
community 2 bed + den and huge

20x20 bonus room over garage. Ask for
802CC9039477.
1-866-657-2300

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY
$300,000 

Great location in middle of Sable-Bay
Development - close to boating gulf

access. Ask for 802LE805735.
1-866-657-2300

MOVE IN CONDITION
$285,000 

Canal Property. Perfectly maintained
property sits on 2.73 acres with canal
frontage on a dead end, great location

west of 951. Ask for 802NA9033631.
1-866-657-2300

BEAUTIFUL  3 BEDROOM
$274,400 

Water View. The original owners of this
well maintained condo have methodical-
ly and tastefully added upgrades to many

of the areas, Ask for 802NA9026365.
1-866-657-2300

SECOND FLOOR UNIT
$239,900 

Second floor unit - Beautifully appoint-
ed - Stainless Steel appliances -1,351 sq

ft under air - luxury pool  a must see
Ask for 802NA9029720.

1-866-657-2300

NAPLES PARK - CLOSE TO BEACH
$228,000 

Enjoy the Convenience to Shopping
and Vanderbilt Beach with this

Spacious 3/2/2 Home Built in 2001.
Ask for 802FM838029.

1-866-657-2300

EXCELLENT CONDITION
$209,900 

Large lot community pool. Excellent
condition light and airy with screened
porch. Hardly lived in 1.5 years collec-

tively Ask for 802CC950072.
1-866-657-2300

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY
$200,000 

Great location in middle of Sable-Bay
Development.  Close to boating gulf

access. Ask for 802LE806206.
1-866-657-2300

PRIVATE BACKYARD
$199,900 

Which may result in delays. Move in
ready-newly painted inside, very pri-

vate backyard, 3/2 split plan with fami-
ly room. Ask for 802CC9041463.

1-866-657-2300

GOLDEN GATE
$199,000 

Over 1 1/2 acres. Built in 2003, pool,
deck,over 1500 under air. Ask for

802CC917156.
1-866-657-2300

THE PERFECT SPOT IN NAPLES
$199,000 

Location, location, location! The per-
fect spot in Naples. 2BR/2BA end unit.

Immaculate condo. Adorable with
many extras. Ask for 802FM939641.

1-866-657-2300

TUSCANY COVE
$195,000 

3 bedroom  2 bath  2 car garage -
almost new home overlooking a pri-
vate preserve, community pool and

tennis. Ask for 802NA9003439.
1-866-657-2300

BEAUTIFUL END UNIT
$189,000 

Bundled Golf. NOT a foreclosure, NOT a
short sale. This beautiful end unit has 3

bedrooms, 2 baths, two car garage, Gated
community Ask for 802NA9039650.

1-866-657-2300

2BR/2BA CONDO ON LAKE!
$169,900 

Beautiful Tuscany floor plan. Granite
countertops, stainless appls. Overlooks

lake & pool. Fabulous community
amenities! Ask for 802FM940089.

1-866-657-2300

BANK FORECLOSURE
$164,450 

Bank Foreclosure!! Very nice 3 bedroom
in gated golf course community, solid

surface counter tops, community pool.
Ask for 802SS959865.

1-866-657-2300

BAYSHORE DRIVE
$160,000 

Corner lot plus - owner will consider
financing - 24hr Notice tenant occu-

pied. Ask for 802LE906985.
1-866-657-2300

RANCH STYLE HOME
$159,900 

Foreclosure "sold as" with right to
inspect. Great ranch style home, close
in and yet has plenty of room. Light,

bright Ask for 802NA9041357.
1-866-657-2300

GULF ACCESS
$149,999 

This charming home is located in the
boating community of Henderson

Creek Park, which has direct access to
the Gulf . Ask for 802NA9024291.

1-866-657-2300

LAKEFRONT CONDO
$149,000 

Established Assn - 2 bed, 2 bath, car-
port 2 pools and clubhouse. Lighted

tennis and shuffleboard court. Priced
to Sell. Ask for 802NA9013754.

1-866-657-2300

WONDERFUL-4BD/2BA/2CAR GARAGE
$137,900 

Bank Owned Home 4/2/2 Open Patio,
Wood Cabinets, Paver Driveway,

Centrally located. Ask for
802NA9041590.
1-866-657-2300

STUNNING  3 BED CONDO
$132,900 

Foreclosure Available! Large light and
bright living areas surround this afford-
able home. With oversized rooms. Ask

for 802NA9041232.
1-866-657-2300

BANK FORECLOSURE
$129,900 

Bank Foreclosure !! Clean, first floor
unit with nice lake view. Conveniently
located in gated community. Ask for

802SS9043042.
1-866-657-2300

GOLDEN GATE ESTATES
$120,000 

Over 2.5 acres. This house is in good
condition, has 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,

two car garage. Tile floors, under truss
lanai fruit trees. Ask for 802NA8033623.

1-866-657-2300

GOLDEN GATE ESTATES  GREAT PRICE
$119,000 

Potential Short Sale, spacious 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bath, 2 car garage, tile

throughout, vaulted ceilings. 2,020 sq
under air Ask for 802NA8046224.

1-866-657-2300

NEWER HOME
$114,900 

3/2/2 Vaulted ceilings - split floor plan,
wood floors in living area off

Everglades Blvd.on 1.59 Acres Golden
Gate Estates Ask for 802NA9043260.

1-866-657-2300

GOLDEN GATE CITY
$100,000 

Open floor plan - tiled living area,
snack bar, roof replaced 2009, well sys-
tem 2008, new counters in bathroom.

Ask for 802NA9040062.
1-866-657-2300

BANK OWNED
$89,900 

Bank Owned, large lot. 3 Bedroom 2
Bath home in  Golden Gate Estates,

garage has been converted, not sure if
permitted. Ask for 802SS959259.

1-866-657-2300

GREAT BUY IN GOLDEN GATE ESTATES
$79,000 

This cozy 3 bed 2 bath is a great oppor-
tunity for a first time home buyer or

investor.Call and make an offer. Ask for
802NA9023648.
1-866-657-2300

WATER VIEW HOME
$75,900 

Foreclosed, sold as is with right to
inspect. Three bedroom two bath

home in great shape. Built in 2006.
with appliances Ask for 802NA9043916.

1-866-657-2300

GOLDEN GATE CITY
$75,000 

3 Bedroom , 2 bath and 2 car garage
Wood Frame home close to shops and

schools Ask for 802NA9043806.
1-866-657-2300

THREE BEDROOM - WELL MAINTAINED
$75,000 

Foreclosure, sold as is with right to
inspect. Only 5 years old, tile and wood
floors, well maintained, being painted

Ask for 802NA9031964.
1-866-657-2300

GOLDEN GATE ESTATES
$50,000 

WOW! Foreclosed being sold as is with
right to inspect. Over an acre with
home nestled in for under market

value. Ask for 802NA9042422.
1-866-657-2300

ONE BEDROOM PLUS DEN
$24,500 

Granite counter tops, stainless appli-
ances, tiled throughout unit cute as a

button and priced to sell ! Ask for
802NA9040535.
1-866-657-2300



Existing-home sales rose again in Novem-
ber as fi rst-time buyers rushed to close 
sales before the original Nov. 30 dead-

line for the recently extended and expanded 
tax credit, according to the NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION OF REALTORS®.

Existing-home sales <http://www.realtor.
org/research/research/ehsdata>  – including 
single-family, townhomes, condominiums and 
co-ops – rose 7.4 percent to a seasonally adjust-
ed annual rate of 6.54 million 
units in November from 6.09 
million in October, and are 
44.1 percent higher than the 
4.54 million-unit pace in No-
vember 2008. Current sales 
remain at the highest level 
since February 2007 when 
they hit 6.55 million.

Lawrence Yun, NAR chief 
economist, said the rise was 
expected. “Th is clearly is a 
rush of fi rst-time buyers not 
wanting to miss out on the 
tax credit, but there are many 
more potential buyers who 
can enter the market in the 
months ahead,” he said. “We 
expect a temporary sales drop 
while buying activity ramps 
up for another surge in the 
spring when buyers take ad-
vantage of the expanded tax 
credit, which hopefully will take us into a self-
sustaining market in the second half of 2010. 
In all, 4.4 million households are expected to 
claim the tax credit before it expires and bal-
ance should be restored to the housing sector 
with inventories continuing to decline.”

CONDITIONS OPTIMAL 
FOR BUYERS

An NAR practitioner survey shows fi rst-time 
buyers purchased 51 percent of homes in No-
vember, compared with an upwardly revised 50 
percent of transactions in October. According 
to Freddie Mac, the national average commit-
ment <http://www.freddiemac.com/pmms/
pmms30.htm>  rate for a 30-year, convention-
al, fi xed-rate mortgage fell to 4.88 percent in 
November from 4.95 percent in October; the 
rate was 6.09 percent in November 2008. Last 
month’s mortgage interest rate was the second 
lowest on record aft er bottoming at 4.81 per-
cent in April 2009.

NAR President Vicki Cox Golder said condi-
tions are optimal for buyers in the current mar-
ket. “Inventories have steadily declined and are 

closer to balanced levels, which indicate home 
prices in many areas are either stabilizing or 
could soon stabilize and return to normal ap-
preciation patterns,” she said. “Th is means buy-
ers still have good choices but are purchasing 
near the bottom of the price cycle with histori-
cally low mortgage interest rates. Th row a tax 
credit on top and it really doesn’t get any better 
for buyers with secure jobs and long-term own-
ership plans.”

INVENTORIES FALL
Total housing inventory at the end of Novem-

ber declined 1.3 percent to 3.52 million exist-
ing homes available for sale, which represents 
a 6.5-month supply at the current sales pace, 
down from an 7.0-month supply in October. 
Raw unsold inventory fi gures are 15.5 percent 
below a year ago. Th e last time there was a lower 
supply of homes on the market was April 2006, 
when it was at a 6.1-month supply.

“Nearly all markets experienced a solid sales 
gain from one year ago,” Yun said. “Th e only 
markets with measurably lower sales were in 
San Diego, Riverside, and Sacramento (Calif.), 
where inventory shortages for lower-priced 
homes are limiting sales.”

SALES RISE ACROSS 
THE BOARD

For the second month in a row, sales have ris-
en in all price classes from a year earlier. Prior 
to October, the only consistent gains were in 
the lower price ranges. Th e national median 
existing-home price for all housing types was 

$172,600 in November, which is 4.3 percent 
below November 2008. Distressed proper-
ties, which accounted for 33 percent of sales 
in November, continue to downwardly distort 
the median price because they generally sell at 
a discount relative to traditional homes in the 
same area.

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES
Single-family home sales jumped 8.5 percent 

to a seasonally adjusted annu-
al rate of 5.77 million in No-
vember from a level of 5.32 
million in October, and are 
42.1 percent above the pace 
of 4.06 million in November 
2008. Th e median existing 
single-family home price was 
$171,900 in November, down 
4.4 percent from a year ago.

CONDOS
Existing condominium 

and co-op sales in November 
were unchanged from a sea-
sonally adjusted annual rate 
of 770,000 in October, but 
are 60.1 percent above the 
481,000-unit pace a year ago. 
Th e median existing condo 
price was $178,000 in No-
vember, which is 3.1 percent 
below November 2008.

BY REGION 
Sales in the Northeast rose 6.6 percent to 

an annual level of 1.13 million in November, 
and are 52.7 percent higher than November 
2008. Th e median price in the Northeast was 
$223,400, down 13.1 percent from a year ago. 

Existing-home sales in the Midwest increased 
8.4 percent in November to a pace of 1.55 mil-
lion and are 53.5 percent above a year ago. Th e 
median price in the Midwest was $140,800, a 
decline of 0.4 percent from November 2008. 

In the South, existing-home sales rose 4.8 
percent to an annual level of 2.39 million in 
November and are 44.8 percent higher than a 
year ago. Th e median price in the South was 
$151,400, down 1.4 percent from November 
2008. 

Existing-home sales in the West increased 
10.6 percent to an annual rate of 1.46 million 
in November and are 28.1 percent above No-
vember 2008. Th e median price in the West 
was $231,100, which is 4.1 percent below a 
year ago. 

Source: NAR

Another Big Gain in Existing-Home Sales 
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Steve & Ann Levitan

(239) 269-4700
AnnLevitan@gmail.com

www.LevitanMcQuaid.com
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YOU 
CAN 
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SHOP FOR 
INSURANCE 

DEALS! 
In today’s day and age looking for 

the best deals has become common 
place, why not look for the best deals 
on home and auto insurance too! 
Modern technology allows us to com-
parison shop from the comfort of our 
own computers. Visit insweb.com and 
netquote.com to fi nd premium quotes 
from a variety of home and auto insurers.

LOOK FOR 
CREDIT UNION

Credit Unions are known for off er-
ing a better deal on rates and tend to 
pay higher yield on deposits. Visit 
fi ndacreditunion.com—make certain 
that one that interests you is part of 
the federal insurance program.

     

CHECK INTO 
ROTH IRA’S!

Beginning January 1st anyone can 
convert a traditional IRA to a Roth 
IRA. Th is conversion can save you 
money as a Roth can be withdrawn in 
retirement without any tax due. Tradi-
tional IRA’s can be taxed as ordinary 
income. Contact your Tax Advisor for 
questions.

Copyright: The contents of 
the Levitan-McQuaid Real 
Estate Services Weekly are 
copyright 2010. No portion 
may be reproduced without 
the express written consent 

of Levitan-McQuaid Real 
Estate Services.
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ES WHY QUAIL WEST IS THE BEST FOR YOU...
➤ Member-Owned Debt-Free Club ➤ Full Service Spa and Beauty Salon
➤ 70,000 Sq. Ft. $20-Mill Renovated Clubhouse ➤ 8 Red Clay Hard-Tru Lighted Tennis Courts
➤Private golf carts permitted ➤ 36-Holes of Arthur Hills Championship Golf

Go to the Back 
Page for Our Quail 

West Listings

Carl Brewer
(239) 269-3757  

carlteam@aol.com

Sandy Lasch
(239) 218-5495  

dlasch_swfl a1@comcast.net

Don Lasch
(239) 285-6413  

dlasch_swfl a1@comcast.net

Ti� any McQuaid
(239) 287-6308  

TiffMcQuaid@gmail.com

➤ Are you looking for a Residential 
 Community that is Truly Unique?
➤ Do you want a home that is custom 
 and not cookie-cutter?
➤ Are spaciousness, privacy and security 
 important to you?
➤ Do you enjoy being around nature 
 and lush surroundings?
➤ Are you looking for a Country Club 
 that is Member Owned, Debt-free and 
 Financially Sound?
➤ Do you want a friendly club with 36 holes 
 of golf, tennis, �  tness, spa, dining and 
 loads of social activities?
➤ Would you like to hop in your own 
 golf cart and enjoy this lifestyle?

This week on WGCU TV

12 HOMES 
OPEN SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 10TH

1-4 PM!

NEW YEAR, NEW HOME!NEW YEAR, NEW HOME!NEW YEAR, NEW HOME!NEW YEAR, NEW HOME!

Steve & Ann Levitan

(239) 269-4700
AnnLevitan@gmail.com

Two Homes Open 
Saturday & Sunday 

1-4 PM



4661 Idylwood Lane  
$1,575,000

3BR+Den • 3,609 A/C Sq. Ft.

6524 Highcroft Drive  
$1,695,000

3BR+Den • 3,917 A/C Sq. Ft.

6435 Highcroft Drive  
$1,495,00

3BR+Den • 4,074 A/C Sq. Ft.

Virtual tours of all these homes at www.LevitanMcQuaid.com 

LOTS from $125,000

6265 Highcroft Drive  
$1,850,000

4BR+Den • 4,850 A/C Sq. Ft.

13770 Pondview Circle  
$1,995,000

5BR+Den • 4,250 A/C Sq. Ft.

4172 Brynwood Drive  
$1,795,000

5BR+Den • 5,601 A/C Sq. Ft.

 5000 Groveland Terrace  
$1,795,000

3BR+Den • 5,854 A/C Sq. Ft.

4484 Brynwood Drive 
$2,395,000

4BR+Den • 6.213 A/C Sq. Ft.

4430 Wayside Drive  
$2,495,000

4BR+Den • 5,616 A/D Sq. Ft.

4484 Wayside Drive  
$2,375,000

4BR+Den • 4,730 A/C Sq. Ft.

28901 Cavell Terrace  
$1,995,000

4BR+Den • 4,904 A/C Sq. Ft.

4300 Brynwood Drive  
$6,900,000

6BR+Den • 11,160 A/C Sq. Ft.

13621 Pondview Circle 
$9,950,000

6 BR+Den • 11,993 A/C Sq. Ft.

28870 Cavell Terrace  
$2,950,000

5BR+Den • 5,800 A/C Sq. Ft.

13710 Pondview Circle  
$1,995,000

4BR+Den • 5,435 A/C Sq. Ft.

From I-7,5 take Bonita Beach Road
 (Exit 116) 1/2 mile east to 

Bonita Grande, turn right (south) and 
follow road to Main Gatehouse.
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Steve & Ann Levitan
(239) 269-4700

AnnLevitan@gmail.com

Our Quail West Listings
We Live in Quail West • We Play in Quail West • We Sell in Quail West

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!


