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S     tudents from the Davenport School 
District spent a day exploring civil 
engineering with engineers from 

the Rock Island District on July 14. The 
students were participating in a week-long 
camp called “Project Connect with Engi-
neering in the Quad Cities.” This was the 
first year for the camp and 25 upcoming 
eighth grade students jump started their ca-
reers with hands-on engineering activities.
     Rick Nickel, Engineering and Construc-
tion Division, and other District employees 
planned a day full of hands-on activities 
related to civil engineering. 
     The day started at the Mississippi River 
Visitor Center where students received 
a brief introduction to civil engineering, 
watched a video on the construction of the 
Hoover Dam, and watched a barge lock 
through. Jim Trail, assistant lockmaster, 
Lock and Dam 15, also provided the group 
a tour of Locks and Dam 15 and explained 
how the locks and dam operate. 
     The students were then divided into 
groups and began rotating through three 
different activities including a demonstra-
tion on soil and concrete testing, survey-
ing, and a bridge span design contest.
     At the geotechnical station, George 
Millar, Engineering and Construction 
Division, showed students how a soil sieve 
analysis is performed and how to plot a 

soil gradation on paper. They also per-
formed hands-on soil characterization and 
learned how to describe different soils. The 
students all enjoyed watching destructive 
testing occur on a concrete test cylinder 
and then calculating its strength. Each 
group also made their own concrete which 
will be tested once it cures and the results 
sent to the teachers.

     The students also learned about survey-
ing. Scott Kool, Engineering and Construc-

Right, Scott Kool, Engineering and Con-
struction Division, helps students measure 
the invert elevation of a catch basin on 
the Clock Tower lawn during an exercise 
to determine slope between two basins. 
Below, Jim Trail, Locks and Dam 15, Op-
erations Division, explains to students how 
the barge entering the chamber will lock 
through to the upper pool.

Camp Builds Future 
engineers

By Hilary Markin, Public Affairs Specialist

tion Division, taught the students about the 
fundamentals of determining field eleva-
tions using a variety of instruments. They 
worked in teams operating survey gear, 
recording relevant data in field books and 
calculating elevations of various features 
around the Clock Tower.
     The final activity was a bridge span 
design contest. Kevin Landwehr, Engineer-
ing and Construction Division, did a short 
presentation on designing bridges before 
turning the students loose. The students 
worked in two-person teams to design 
a bridge using West Point Bridge De-
signer 2007 software, a kid-friendly design 
software. The software was capable of 
calculating the strength of the design and 
relative cost. The teams with the highest 
strength-to-cost ratio and most creative de-
sign received gift certificates to Cinema 53.
     The students also learned about engi-
neering at Exelon Nuclear, Cordova, Ill., 
Packaging Technologies, Davenport, Iowa, 
and the American Society of Metals Inter-
national Quad Cities Chapter, Moline, Ill. 
during the week-long camp.
     Special thanks to the Society of Ameri-
can Military Engineers Rock Island Post 
for providing the students, teachers and 
volunteers lunch and to the Rock Island 
District employees who assisted with the 
event. 

George Millar, Engineering and 
Construction Division, and Caleb 
Kahley, Williams Middle School, 
are mixing up concrete before 
placing it in a cylinder to cure.
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Bobber and 
Baseball: A 
Home Run 
for Water 
Safety

W    hat do you get when you mix Bobber the Water Safety 
Dog and baseball?   A home run at the Fifth Annual 
Water Safety Night at the Iowa Cubs game in Des 

Moines, Iowa.   
     This Annual Water Safety Night at the Iowa Cubs game was a 
joint event with the Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary.  Park Ranger Emily Coffin and Elyse Logan along 
with Coast Guard Auxilarists Doug Jansen and Marty Robey 
promoted water safety to kids and adults prior to and during the 
game.
     Bobber threw out the first pitch for the packed game between 
the Iowa Cubs and the Memphis Redbirds.  After throwing out 
the first pitch Bobber roamed the stands and met kids of all ages.  
     “Bobber helped us make some great interactions,” said Park 

Ranger Emily Coffin.  “He helped us to drive home some impor-
tant water safety messages, including to always wear your life 
jacket.”
     Hundreds of baseball fans stopped by the water safety display 
at the park to learn about life jackets, boating safety and to meet 
Bobber.  Bobber helped to inform young children about water 
safety to help them make the right choices when they are around 
water.  Life jackets were available for children to try on to get 
sized for a proper fit.  Parents were given slips to indicate the cor-
rect size so that they can purchase properly fitted life jackets for 
their children.  There was also a water safety activity where kids 
were asked water safety trivia questions to earn prizes.  
     “Our partnership with the Corps of Engineers for this event 
helps us both to get out the message about water safety,” said 
Auxilarist Doug Jansen.
     Later that night, Auxilarist Jansen spent some time in the 
broadcast booth with Deene Ehlis and Randy Wehofer, Iowa Cubs 
broadcasters, to talk about water safety with the listeners.  The 
conversation emphasized the importance of wearing life jackets 
and safe boating practices.
     The water safety night was a success, as hundreds of children 
and their families were exposed to water safety education as they 
geared up for the busy 4th of July weekend.  

Park Ranger Emily Coffin, Saylorville Lake, 
helps a young Cubs fan try on a life jacket and 
adjust the straps for proper fit.
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I    n March of 1969, the newly completed Red Rock Dam 
closed its gates and began its job reducing flood damage 
along the Des Moines River.   Forty years later, the Corps 

celebrated that momentous occasion with a special day-long 
event at Cordova Park on June 13.
     The day’s festivities started off early that morning as partici-
pants took part in the “Running Rocks” 5K Walk/Run.  Despite 
the cool, drizzly weather, athletes enjoyed a bit of the lake area’s 
scenery as they made their way through the route. Energetic 
visitors also competed in the “Cordova Tower Climb,” which 
involved scaling 169 steps to the top of the park’s observation 
tower.  An area firefighter accomplished the climb with a record 
time of 33 seconds!  
     The event also featured stage performances by area musicians 
and the “Red Rock Retro Radio,” live snake and canine pro-
grams, readings from historic books, and a special presentation 
by Lt. Col. Michael Clarke, former District deputy commander, 
to recognize long-time partners of the lake area.  Special guests 
included Third District Congressman Leonard Boswell, former 
Congressman Neal Smith, and several key community volunteers 
and organizations that were instrumental in the lake area’s de-
velopment.  Among those honored included the Red Rock Lake 
Association, Will Prather, Eunice Folkerts, Sally Vander Linden, 
the Marion County Development Commission and the Marion 
County Conservation Board.   Lt. Col. Clarke spoke on behalf of 
the Corps to review the importance of the Lake Red Rock Project 

over the last 40 years and to recognize its invaluable partners. A 
long list of sponsors contributed donations and supplies to make 
the event possible.  Educational activities, crafts, photo contest, 
historic photo display, essay contest and a paper airplane drop off 
the top of the tower were also part of the day’s schedule.  
     The event attracted approximately 1,000 people and received 
publicity from Des Moines’ Channel 13 and Channel 8, local 
newspapers and radio stations.  Partners involved with the Corps 
in planning and coordinating the festivities included the Marion 
County Development Commission, Red Rock Lake Association, 
Marion County Conservation Board and Central College.  

Lake Red Rock Celebrates 
40 years of Operation

Below, two boys explore the wetland exhibit 
for macroinvertebrates before placing them in 
smaller containers for a closer look.

Above, Park Ranger Tracy Spry, Lake Red 
Rock, explains an activity on geocaching at the 
40th anniversary celebration of the creation of 
Lake Red Rock.

Local kayakers pose before paddling on Lake Red 
Rock during the celebration. 

By Tracy Spry, Lake Red Rock
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T    he Rock Island District used Building Information Mod-
eling (BIM) for the first time on a large scale Civil Works 
Project.  The District’s engineers were tasked with creat-

ing a design to replace six miter gates on the Upper Mississippi 
River which is just the first step in replacing all 39 vertically 
framed miter gates in the District.  They used BIM to develop the 
miter gate structural models and produce contract drawings for 
three different height gates in four months.  
     The original miter gates have been in place since the locks 
and dams were built in the 1930s.  The replacement of the gates 
has been on the Operation and Maintenance backlog for many 
years and the most critical gates will be replaced by 2012.
     For this project, time was of the essence to get the contract 
awarded and funding obligated by the end of this fiscal year. 
The other challenge that engineers faced was creating a design 
template that could be adapted to the design of the remaining 33 
gates.  To overcome these challenges the District used 3-D BIM 
to design the gates and make them adaptable.  The design was 
developed with in-house staff supported by Bentley Systems and 
Virtual Building Logistics for additional modeling capacity.
     The gates that are being replaced are at Locks 20, 21 and 
22. These gates are set at three different gate heights and the 
structural engineers have designed them to be maintenance 
friendly.  The miter gates use a bolted design so parts can be 
easily unbolted and replaced when damaged by barge impact or 
worn out from age.  Many parts were designed to be interchange-

By Hilary Markin, Public Affairs Specialist
able between the different heights of the gates.  This will allow the 
Mississippi River Project Office staff (MRPO) to stockpile parts 
for easy replacement and repair of the miter gates.  
     The creation of the 3-D BIM model involved modeling each 
miter gate in 3-D and attaching the information from the dataset to 
the model parts.  The dataset information is what makes BIM dif-

Cutting Edge Design for a 
Large Civil Works Project

This model shows the design for the new vertically 
framed miter gates that will replace the current 
gates built in the 1930s.

Mississippi River Structural Main-
tenance Unit staff move the miter 
gate at Lock and Dam 21 for emer-
gency repairs in the fall of 2008. 
This is one of the original miter 
gates that will be replaced using the 
new designs developed by the Rock 
Island District.
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ferent from a plain 3-D model.  Examples of dataset information 
that can be assigned to a part are material type and material den-
sity (example: steel and 490 lb/ft3).  The next step after modeling 
was creating “extractions” that would be used to make the 2-D 
paper contract drawings.  Extractions are 2-D views such as plan, 
elevation and section views.   To complete the contract drawings, 
the extractions are laid out on the drawing sheets and annotated 
with dimensions and notes.  

     There are several advantages of using the 3-D BIM modeling 
process.   One advantage of making 2-D contract drawings from a 
3-D BIM model is that it takes less time and money to create the 
drawings.  With the old 2-D models, many individual models had 
to be created and managed throughout the design process.  Using 
one 3-D model only requires parts to be created once and changes 
made in one place.  Another advantage is that all the drawings are 
created from one 3-D model which reduces the chance of error 
associated with using multiple 2-D models.  
     “Using 3-D BIM modeling to create the plans reduced the 
design cost significantly.  We are expecting even larger cost sav-
ings in construction by reducing the number and magnitude of 
modifications since the 3-D model was checked for fit-up inter-
ferences,” said Toby Hunemuller, project engineer, Engineering 
and Construction Division
     Another interesting part of this project was the interactive 
review process.  The design team would meet monthly with the 
Operations Miter Gate Team which included division chiefs, 
structural maintenance crew foremen, lockmasters and divers.  
The 3-D model was projected up on a big screen and an interac-
tive discussion would take place on how to make the design bet-
ter from an operations and maintenance viewpoint.  
     “The whole Operations team provided a lot of valuable input 
and suggestions that will make these miter gates easy to maintain 
and repair,” said Eric Johnson, lead structural engineer, Engineer-
ing and Construction Division.
     In between monthly review meetings, electronic 3-D  Adobe 
.pdf rotatable models were emailed to the Operations team with 
new design changes.  The MRPO could then analyze the com-
ponent from their duty station and report any issues or concerns 
to the engineers. This interactive review saved a lot of time by 
incorporating the changes early in design and will create a more 
operable and maintainable miter gate.
     “The 3-D models were a really great tool for us to understand 
what the gate looked like. The staff was able to visualize all 

aspects and spin it around to see if there would be any issues on 
getting access to certain areas to make repairs,” said Bill Gretten, 
operations manager, Mississippi River Project Office.
     For the final design review, Operations and Engineering and 
Construction Division staff used the Advanced Visualization 
Center at the Armament Research Development and Engineering 
Command located on Rock Island Arsenal, Rock Island, Ill. to 
view the miter gates. The model was loaded into the machine and 
they were able to do a walk-through.
     During the walk–through, District staff members were able to 
test and visualize every aspect of the miter gates including mak-
ing sure all 4,500 bolt holes lined up on all the various compo-
nents. They were also able to make fine-tuned adjustments to the 
walkway which will allow the crane hook to drop in easier for 

lifting the gate.  They were also able to see how the gate will fit 
into the lockwall recess and into the mitered position.
     “Using the four-sided virtual environment made the gate mod-
el really come to life.  The sense of scale was very realistic and 
made the design easy to visualize for all the team members,” said 
Johnson. “A structure with this much detail could not have been 
completed on such a tight schedule without 3-D BIM modeling.” 
     This project created a miter gate design that will be used as 
a basis for the replacement of all of the vertically framed miter 
gates in the Rock Island District. These new miter gates will 
serve the District for many years to come and will be easier 
to maintain with interchangeable replacement parts and better 
operability.  Using BIM allowed the project to be completed in a 
short amount of time and resulted in a better final product.  This 
groundbreaking 3-D BIM design effort will serve as an example 
for future civil works projects in Rock Island District and the 
Corps of Engineers.  

This close-up 
look at a gud-
geon pin is an 
example of the 
detail and com-
plexity of the 
design that can 
be seen using 3-D 
modeling.

Staff from Operations and Engineering and Con-
struction Division used the Advanced Visualization 
Center at the Armament Research Development 
and Engineering Command located on Rock Island 
Arsenal, Rock Island, Ill. to walk through the miter 
gates in a four-sided virtual environment.
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By Hilary Markin

C    ol. Shawn McGinley took command of the Rock Island 
District on July 17 on the banks of the Mississippi River 
at Quarters One, Rock Island Arsenal, Ill. 

     McGinley and Brig. Gen. Michael Walsh, commander, 
Mississippi Valley Division, arrived at the ceremony aboard a 
pontoon work barge piloted by Steve Felderman, lockmaster, and 
Jim Trail, assistant lockmaster, Lock and Dam 15, Operations 
Division. The two were welcomed to the District by Col. Robert 
Sinkler the outgoing commander who had led the District since 
July 2006. 
     McGinley takes command of the District after commanding 
the 54th Combat Engineer Battalion in Bamberg, Germany, and 
expressed great pride in his new assignment. 
     “We live in interesting and challenging times to serve our 
great Army and nation, and, in these times I am profoundly 
humbled and honored to have been selected to serve the Army as 
the next commander of the Rock Island District," McGinley said 
during the ceremony. "I have been tremendously impressed by 
the professionalism of the District employees that I have seen in 
my short time here. I offer you my best effort to take care of you 
and your families during my command here in Rock Island."

Change of

Command
     Sinkler commanded the District through the Floods of 2008, 
the establishment of the Rock Island New Orleans Support office, 
and numerous other achievements. He now commands the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers’ Hurricane Protection Office in New 
Orleans and joins a senior leadership team overseeing one of the 
largest civil works projects in U.S. history – construction of the 
Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk Reduction System for the 
greater New Orleans area which will provide the 100-year level 
of risk-reduction in 2011.
     “Bob was a champion for this District and its missions and 
he wanted everyone to know what his employees were doing, 
whether that was environmental management, ecosystem restora-
tion, navigation, flood recovery or emergency management. Bob 
knew his people had a great story to tell and he made sure to get 
out into the communities and keep the public informed,” said 
Walsh.
    Walsh presided over the change of command ceremony and 
welcomed McGinley to his new command. He described him as 
a colonel with a variety of experiences well suited for the chal-
lenges ahead. 

From left, Steve Felderman, lockmaster, and Jim Trail, assistant lockmaster, Locks and Dam 15, 
bring Col. Shawn McGinley, incoming Rock Island District commander, and Brig. Gen. Michael 
Walsh, commander, Mississippi Valley Division, up the Mississippi River to the change of com-
mand ceremony. Below from left, McGinley watches Walsh receive the command flag from Col. 
Robert Sinkler, outgoing District commander, signifying the change in leadership.
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     Forms of hearing protection are 
ear muffs and/or ear plugs. (Cotton 
or swimmer’s ear plugs are NOT 
proper hearing protection.)  The 
Rock Island District supplies prop-
er protection to employees, but it 
can also be bought over-the-counter 
at any drug store or sporting goods store for personal use.  
     Noise not only affects hearing, it affects other parts of the 
body’s systems.  It is known to:

Increase blood pressure• 

Have negative cardiovascular effects (i.e. changes the • 
way the heart beats)
Increase breathing rate• 
Disturb digestion causing upset stomach and ulcers• 

     It is important to protect yourself from noise hazards at work 
and at home, so be aware of the noise levels to which you are 
being exposed.  The Rock Island District Safety Office has the 
ability to measure noise levels within work areas.  If you have 
concerns, please contact us at (309) 794-5280.
     Information courtesy of American Speech-Language Hear-
ing Association, www.asha.org and Center for Hearing and 
Communication, www.lhh.org.

Hearing Conservation
From the Safety and Occupational Health Office

N  oise threats are not just a concern at work but also in 
our personal lives.  Through awareness, education, and 
training, the Hearing Conservation program can be 

helpful to Rock Island District employees. 
     Unsafe noise levels, without hearing protection, are 85 
decibels (dB) and above.  However, hearing nerve damage can 
occur from brief intense impulses or by repeated exposure.  The 
Occupational Safety and Health Adminstration requires hearing 
protection when sound decibels are 85 and above for 8 hours a 
day.  
     Below are a few examples of noise levels at work, home and 
when recreating.

Home Work Recreation
Refrigerator 

50dB
Weed whacker 

94-96dB
Freeway traffic 

70dB
Electric toothbrush 

50-60dB
Manual machine/

tool 80dB
Noisy restaurant 

85 dB
Washing machine 

50-75dB
Ringing telephone 

80 dB
Stock car races 

130dB
Electric razor 

50-80dB
Large office 

50dB
Hand/shot gun 

166-170dB
Lawn mower 

90-95dB
Circular saw 
100-104dB

Motorcycle 
95-100dB

  

Safety Corner

D    istrict employees have the opportunity to update their 
employee information in regards to disabilities.  This is 
completely voluntary and all information is protected 

under the Privacy Act.
     The District Equal Employment Opportunity Office (EEO) 
is responsible for establishing the Individuals with Disabilities 
Program and for monitoring the workforce to ensure the Army’s 
goal of a diverse workforce, to include disability representation 
that equals or surpasses the Department of Defense and Depart-
ment of the Army’s two percent goal.  Many employees with dis-
abilities have not identified their disability or have not reported a 
newly acquired disability.       
     This is an opportune time to update individual personnel 
records.  Information you provide is protected under the Privacy 
Act and will not be used for anything other than official purposes.  

The information is used to determine accessibility and accom-
modation needs of the community and its employees.  It is also 
a tool used to improve the quality of life for our workforce and 
our customers.  The form will not be maintained in your Official 
Personnel File and reporting is voluntary.
     Help ensure your personnel records include information 
related to disabilities by completing Standard Form 256 (Self-
Identification of Reportable Disability).  If you have questions 
concerning a medical condition or if you need assistance in 
completing the SF 256, please contact any EEO representative in 
the EEO Office at (309) 794-5422.
     Forms must be received in the EEO Office by Aug. 15. Forms 
can be found at http://www.opm.gov/forms/pdfimage/sf256.pdf.

Update Your Employee Information
From the Rock Island District Equal Opportunity Office



www.mvr.usace.army.mil/PublicAffairsOffice/TowerTimes August 2009

Retirements ...

Martha Cole, supervisory appraiser, Partner-
ship Programs Support Branch, Real Estate 
Division, retired July 31, after dedicating 21 
years and 7 months, to the federal government.

Sympathy ...

     Richard “Dick” 
Mattson, 63, of Bet-
tendorf, Iowa, died July 
14, at University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics, 
Iowa City, Iowa.
     Mattson worked in 
Real Estate Division for 
37 years before retiring 
in 2005.

Around the District

Annual Retiree’s Luncheon 
Sept. 9

     Retirees, sign-up now for the annual re-
tiree’s luncheon on Sept. 9 at the Quad City Bo-
tanical Center in Rock Island, Ill.  Social hour 
begins at noon with the luncheon following at 1 
p.m. The price is $15 per person.    
     Checks should be make out to Sandra Dixon 
and mailed to Sandy Dixon, 8109 9th Street W., 
Rock Island, IL 61201-7733.  The deadline for 
reservations and payment by Sept. 1. 
     If you have questions, please contact Bonnie 
Donelson (563) 381-3143, LaVeta Bear (309) 
794-0710, or Sandy Dixon, DIXONS3JSS@
aol.com or by phone at (309) 787-5782.

Riebe Honored at Luncheon

     Bob Riebe, Engineering and Construction 
Division, was one of eight long-time Rock 
Island Arsenal employees honored on July 28 at 
a luncheon at Maj. Gen. Robert Radin’s house 
in Quarters 6 on Rock Island Arsenal, Rock 
Island, Ill.
     The employees, who represented a variety 
of agencies across the island, had collectively 
worked more than 333 years in federal service. 
Riebe, who has worked for the District for 49 
years, was the longest standing employee in 
attendance. 

District Holds Blood Drive

By Susan Yager
     On July 7 the District held its semi-annual 
blood drive in coordination with the Missis-
sippi Valley Regional Blood Center.  With 
great amazement, employees beat the goal of 
25 units of blood and collected 47. 
     Every three seconds, someone in the United 
States needs blood and one unit of blood can 
save up to three lives.  Those that donated 
saved up to 141 lives.   
     To help save more lives the next blood drive 
is scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 22, in the ABC 
Conference Room.  The blood center will be 
raising the bar, providing additional staff to 
accommodate donors and encouraging more 
blood donations.
     Requests for volunteers will be sought to 
donate baked goods; cookies, brownies, fudge, 
cupcakes or anything of the like.  “We have 
such good bakers in this District that this alone 
should increase our participation even more,” 
stated JoAnn Wilgenbusch, blood drive coordi-
nator for the District.
     If you have questions or would like more 
information, please contact Rock Island Dis-
trict Blood Donor Coordinator, JoAnn Wilgen-
busch at (309) 794-5567.
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By Hilary Markin, Public Affairs Specialist

Rhonda Johanson
Chief of Contracting Division

S    ome people thrive on working with people and Rhonda 
Johanson is one of those people. She enjoys working with 
all of the District’s different departments and offices as well 

as contractors – and she is great at it.
     Johanson began her 
federal career in 1984 with 
the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice. In 1987, she joined 
the Rock Island District 
and transferred to Con-
tracting Division in 1988.  
She has a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University 
of Northern Iowa in Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, and a Master 
of Business Administration 
degree from St. Ambrose 
University in Davenport, 
Iowa.
     During her 21 years 
in contracting she has 
been a clerk typist, clerk, 
purchase agent, contract 
specialist, and procurement 
analyst. In 2003, she was selected to be the chief of Contracting 
Division and is responsible for acquiring all necessary commodi-
ties in support of the District’s missions. She is the principle 
procurement official and primary contracting officer vested with 
an unlimited monetary authority to contract for supplies, services 
(including construction and architect-engineer) and utilities. 
    “I enjoy getting to work with lots of people, from engineers 
like Denny Lundberg, to lockmasters, to the people we contract 
with,” said Johanson.
     Johanson has also been on several deployments, the first one 
being the 1993 flood. She was deployed to Des Moines, Iowa, 
when flood waters infiltrated the public water system. The Iowa 
National Guard presented her with the Civilian Award for Hu-
manitarian Service for her efforts following the flood.
     “This was the first emergency I worked and it was a rewarding 
experience. I was able to make a positive impact on the commu-
nity during the recovery process,” said Johanson
     Following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, Johanson deployed 
several times to Baton Rouge, La., and New Orleans as a con-
tracting officer. She was also the deputy chief of Contracting 
Division at the Louisiana Recovery Field Office. 

“We drove down there when the streets were still closed and 
debris was everywhere.  We had to show our badges to police of-
ficers to get where we needed to go.  I can still smell the destruc-
tion and devastation that was left behind after the storm,” said 

Johanson.
     She is also a member 
of the Task Force Unwa-
tering team and deployed 
to Baton Rouge prior to 
Hurricane Gustav making 
landfall in 2008.
     “I am proud of work 
that I have done while 
deployed but I am also 
very thankful to my staff.  
They are very supportive 
and take care of business 
while I am gone,” said 
Johanson.
     Johanson has received 
numerous awards for the 
outstanding work she has 
performed for the Rock 

Island District. The most 
recent achievement was receiving the 2008 Employee of the Year 
in the supervisor/manager category at the Rock Island District 
Corps Day awards ceremony.
     When away from work Johanson enjoys spending time with 
family and hack quilting. 
     A couple of years ago Johanson and her husband took a trip to 
Alaska and a cruise up the inside passage. They took various side 
trips but the two that stick out the most were riding on a dogsled 
and seeing the glaciers.
     “I loved it, and we will definitely go back. You could almost 
smell the blue sky in the air,” said Johanson reflecting back on 
their trip. 
     Johanson and her husband live in Blue Grass, Iowa, and have 
a son, daughter and son-in-law, and a granddaughter. 
     When asked about advice, she wanted to share a philosophy 
that she readily shares with her staff. “In the busy times and not 
so busy times we need to take care of one another. Everyone 
needs to seek someone they can confide in and vent to when 
the need arises. That person should listen to you and help you 
through and can even see when you are in trouble before you 
can.”  

Rhonda Johnason with granddaughter Ella Grace Martin.
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History 
Revealed 
M    ore of the Clock Tower’s history was uncovered on 

July 1, when contractors began removing the concrete 
floor of the porte cochere  (entryway area beneath the 

Clock Tower).
     Instead of finding a dirt floor beneath the slabs of concrete 
they found hand-finished pavers.  The pavers are made of red-
dish quartzite and cover the floor of the tower.  Two linear lines 
were worn into the stone from the horse drawn wagons hauling 
munitions and ordnance to the Clock Tower when it was used as 
a storehouse from 1871 to 1930. 
     The Clock Tower is already a federally recognized historic 
landmark and has been under restoration since the1990s.  The 
restoration efforts have been in coordination with the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for 
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings. 
     This discovery happen during the execution of phase 1 of 
a new campus plan for the area around the Clock Tower and 
Annex.  Contractors are working to remove the unused asphalt 
and replace it with a minimal amount of concrete for sidewalks.  
A roadway will also be completed through the porte cochere to 

maintain vehicle access to the tower if needed.  To preserve the 
pavers, contractors placed a layer of sand before pouring the new 
concrete floor.
     These improvements will create more green space and reduce 
the amount of run-off.  When completed there will be one-third 
of the amount of impermeable surface.  The concrete will also 
be painted to match the Clock Tower making the entire complex 
more aesthetically appealing.
     The construction is anticipated to be completed by Oct. 1. The 
rest of the master plan is set to be revised during fiscal year 2010. 

By Hilary Markin, Public Affairs Specialist

Left, a historic 
photo of the porte 
cochere in 1939. 
Below, is what 
the hand-finished 
pavers looked like 
when uncovered by 
contractors in July.


