
LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

FACT SHEET ON LEGAL AID INVOLVEMENT IN 
REPRESENTATION OF HAITIAN REFUGEES

Representation of Haitian nationals by legal aid programs is virtually 
confined to the Florida area where approximately 10,000 Haitians presently 
reside. Two of our grantees, the Greater Miami Legal Services and Florida 
Rural Legal Services programs, have been involved in providing legal assis
tance to indigent Haitians. Quantitatively, this work represents a very 
small portion of the total services provided by these programs, each having 
one attorney working part-time on the Haitian cases. By far, the bulk of 
legal assistance provided to indigent Haitians comes from the National Council 
of Churches, which funds two full-time attorneys in Miami to work on Haitian 
refugee cases.

The Florida Bar Association has formally and publicly stated that it 
cannot provide the necessary resources to represent Haitian nationals in 
Florida. The Haitian population is generally poor, and, comprising largely 
of immigrants, encounters tremendous discrimination and exploitation in 
housing, consumer affairs, employment, etc. A significant number of the 
Haitian population is present in the United States lawfully. Many others 
have applied for refugee status and are awaiting decisions on these appli
cations.

Legal aid attorneys have successfully assisted many Haitians in Immigra
tion Service (INS) proceedings. The District Director of the Immigration 
Service in Miami has publicly commended legal aid programs for this involve
ment which generally facilitates and expedites INS proceedings. Indigent 
Haitian nationals, present in the United States with the permission of INS, 
have been assisted in housing, consumer, health care and other matters.

One problem area which has received much publicity recently concerns 
the conditions of incarceration of a small group of Haitians by INS. For 
example, an 8 year old girl was held in a county jail for some time by INS 
until the matter surfaced and was called a "goof" by INS officials. Florida 
Rural Legal Services filed a lawsuit concerning the conditions of incarcera
tion of Haitians at the Immokalee stockade. This lawsuit was dismissed in 
the face of the imminent release from custody or transfer of the named 
plaintiffs.


