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Memo

Appropriations Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, State and Judiciary 

Congressman William Lehman

Immigration issues in Dade County, Florida

Greater Miami is presently experiencing an influx of illegal 
immigrants from Central America, primarily from Nicaragua.
These immigrants entered the United States along the southern 
border of Texas and applied for political asylum there. A recent 
ruling by U.S.. District Court Judge Filemon Vega in Texas temporarily 
suspended the travel ban which had required applicants for asylum 
to remain in the INS District where their petitions were filed 
until they were adjudicated. The majority of these intending-immigrants 
are now free to travel and are entering Dade County.

The perception by many in Miami is that Haitians are not treated 
equally with Nicaraguan immigrants by INS. This appearance 
of discriminatory treatment is exacerbated by the 300 Haitian 
inmates incarcerated at the Federal Krome Avenue Refugee Detention 
Center while Nicaraguans are housed in a city-owned baseball 
stadium and in public and private shelters. INS/Miami states 
that the Haitians are detained as "excludable" because they 
are apprehended at the point of entry [into the United States] 
and before they can apply for asylum. This is a legal technicality 
which to many people, is difficult to accept.

In a more detailed explanation of this process, alleged illegal 
immigrants from Haiti are frequently intercepted on the high 
seas, some times hundreds of miles before they reach the United 
States. Those who do reach the United States but are apprehended 
at the point of entry are taken into custody by the U.S.. Border 
Patrol and held as "excludable aliens", pending exclusion hearing 
before an immigration judge.

Our Congressional office urgently requests that the Subcommittee 
on Commerce, Justice, State, and Judiciary make an on site inspection 
at the Krome Avenue Immigration Detention Center, and at the 
Nicaraguan shelters and processing area to insure that immigration 
laws are applied fairly and equally.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS



Community concerns are strongest in two areas: 1. the granting 
of authorization to work legally in the United States, 2. entitlement 
to adjust status that of resident alien.

George Waldrup, Deputy Director INS/Miami, provides the following 
background information on these specific issues:

Applicants for asylum are required to submit a written 
request for work authorization at the time they apply or 
subsequent to filing the application. INS then must conduct 
an asylum interview to determine whether the claim for 
asylum is frivolous or non-frivolous. (Reference Title 
8 CFR 274 a.2 (c) (8)). If INS has the capacity (staff) 
to conduct the asylum interview within sixty (60) days, 
work authorization is not granted at the time of application.
If INS cannot conduct the interview within the sixty (60) 
day time frame the law requires INS to grant interim employment 
authorization pending the outcome of the interview.

\
The applications of Nicaraguans coming to Miami from Texas 
will be adjudicated here on a last-in/first-out basis in 
order to better meet the interview time frame. INS Central 
office in Washington has detailed a Task Force consisting 
of twenty (20) examiners to Miami to handle all asylum 
applications in a timely manner.

Both groups of immigrants are subject to the same national 
INS policy on the issue of Adjustment of Status. Adjustment 
is based on the applicant successfully proving a well-founded 
fear of persecution if they are returned to their homeland, 
before they can be granted political asylum. They can 
also adjust by becoming the beneficiary of a valid visa 
petition.

The recent disturbances in Miami were triggered by an unfortunate 
police action. However, our office for weeks has been aware 
of the resentment and anger of our black community about the 
treatment of Haitian immigrants. This feeling certainly did 
not help the situation. Until we can resolve this dilemma we're 
going to have continued cause for further unrest.


