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SUPPORT UN/QAS PEACEKEEPERS IN HAITI

Dear Colleague:

When the House takes up H.R. 3844, Haitian Refugee Protection Act, I 
will be offering a Sense of the Congress amendment urging the Administration 
to ask either the United Nations or the Organization of American States to 
send a peacekeeping force and human rights monitors to Haiti. These forces 
would provide security to Haitians repatriated by the United States, assist in 
establishing order in Haiti, and report to the international community about 
the human rights situation in Haiti.

This amendment simply expresses that the Congress believes the 
Administration should work with the appropriate international organizations to 
bring pressure on the illegitimate de facto rulers in Haiti. The 
international community has committed itself to helping restore the first 
democratically-elected leader in that troubled nation’s history, and we must 
continue our leadership in this effort. This amendment serves both 
humanitarian and practical political purposes:

First, it ensures that the United States lives up to its moral 
obligation that there be no reprisals by the Haitian military 
against the Haitians that it sends back.

Secondly, a peacekeeping force also will send a clear message to 
the Haitian military that the accord reached last weekend for a 
return to democracy in Haiti by President Aristide and Haitian 
parliamentary leaders must stand. I hope that my colleagues will 
remember that when current Prime Minister-designate Rene Theodore 
was first agreed upon by Aristide and parliament members as a 
mutually agreeable candidate, military thugs nearly killed him.
This amendment gives last weekend’s accords important support.

I hope that you will support this Sense of the Congress amendment that 
puts the Congress on record as supporting the struggle for democracy in Haiti.
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