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Dear Colleague:

The whole world will be watching on Wednesday as the House of 
Representatives takes up a bill to delay for six months the forced repatriation 
of thousands of Haitian refugees who have fled tyranny in search of sanctuary 
on American soil. Before you commit to support this bill, the Haitian Refugee 
Protection Act, H.R. 3844, I urge you to consider an amendment I will offer 
to grant Temporary Protective Status (TPS) to Haitians.

Most Americans are outraged by the Bush Administration's policy toward 
Haiti which is becoming another policy of "CONSTRUCTIVE ENGAGEMENT." 
The Miami Herald even called it "OPERATION RACIST SHIELD." Imagine the 
hypocrisy of denouncing the undemocratic politics of their government and 
then refusing to recognize those who flee from it as political refugees. Even 
worse, our government is repatriating Haitians to the control of a government 
it does not recognize and describes as illegal.

Yesterday, the Supreme Court refused to grant certiorari to hear the
claims of the Haitians and their supporters in the U.S. that the Bush
Administration was violating American law and treaty obligations by forcibly
returning individuals who faced persecution in their homeland. If the Judicial
and Executive Branch will not act responsibly, the Congress must step into the
breach.

While I commend Chairman Mazzoli for sponsoring H.R. 3844 to help
Haitian refugees. I am concerned that this bill does not reach all the those who
are in need of protection.

There are many Haitians who have left Haiti after the February 5th 
cut-off in the bill before the full House.

The bill simply delays repatriation for 6 months, but most Haitians 
would be forced to return to Haiti anyway.

The bill does not change the review process or the adjudication 
standard that is being used today by the Immigration Service.

My amendment extends to Haitians the same protection the United
States has given to Salvadorans and others who were victimized as a result
of armed conflict in their homeland. This amendment grants TPS to any 
Haitian in the U.S.., in the custody or control of the U.S.. or on U.S.. vessels or 
at Guantanamo Bay. Those who qualify would be allowed to stay in the U.S.. 
until the President certifies to the Congress that a democratically elected 
government has been restored in Haiti.

My amendment is needed to ensure that our government truly lives up 
to the historic values which have made America great: the ability to reach out 
to the oppressed of other nations.

Sincerely,

John Conyers, Jr. 
Member of Congress


