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VOTE NO ON BILL TO STOP HAITIAN REPATRIATIONS

Dear Colleague:

I urge you to vote NO on H.R. 3844 when it is considered on 
the House floor this week.

This ill-advised piece of legislation would stop the 
repatriation of Haitians who were interdicted prior to February 
5, 1992. The bill does not offer a constructive approach to the 
situation of the Haitian boat people. Instead it would freeze 
people where they are regardless of how viable that is; it 
requires a human rights study similar to studies currently 
published by the State Department in its human rights report; it 
reserves 2,000 refugees for people who are not being admitted as 
refugees; and it calls on the President to work with
international organizations to reach a settlement in Haiti, which 
already is being done.

This bill is not only non-constructive, however. It is also 
potentially dangerous. It will act as a magnet to encourage a 
fresh flow of boat people to take to the high seas in rickety, 
over-crowded, and ill-provisioned boats.

There is a direct correlation between repatriation and 
reductions in boat people. Delays in repatriating interdict ees 
in November triggered large flows that continued when a federal 
district court issued an injunction against repatriation. The 
Supreme Court finally lifted the injunction against interdiction 
on January 31st, and the effect was immediate. From January 21 
through February 1st, 6,000 Haitians interdicted. In the 
eighteen days after repatriation resumed on February 2nd, 719 
Haitians were picked up.

An orderly process consistent with U.S.. laws has been 
established to screen for people who may have a credible claim to 
refugee status, which under U.S.. laws means that they have a 
well-founded fear of persecution because of their political, 
religious, or ethnic beliefs or affiliations. Those who are 
screened in, about 35% so far, are being paroled into the United 
States to pursue their asylum claims. This is a generous policy 
that is unavailable to refugees from other parts of the world. 
Haitians with no credible claim to refugee status are being 
returned to Haiti where they may apply to immigrate to the United 
States through regular immigration channels, just like millions 
of other people from nations around the world.



Claims that the attempt to leave Haiti will itself make 
Haitians subject to persecution if returned are not supported by 
past or present experience. The interdiction program has been in 
effect for eleven years, under the Duvalier regime, Aristide, and 
the current de facto government. In all of this time, no 
allegations of persecution of returned boat people have been 
substantiated.

H.R. 3844 is not needed to protect Haitian interests. There 
is a high level of legal immigration from Haiti, in-country 
refugee processing has been established, and a generous policy of 
asylum-screening allows Haitians with a colorable claim to 
refugee status to be paroled into the U.S.. Ironically, Haitian 
interests will actually be harmed by this bill if it serves as a 
magnet to draw people into attempting a dangerous and often 
deadly sea voyage.

Vote to protect the interests of Haitian boat people; vote 
AGAINST H.R. 3844.

Sincerely

Bill McCollum 
Member of Congress


