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GRAHAM "SERIOUSLY OBJECTS” TO PLAN TO NOT REIMBURSE STATES 
FULLY ON REFUGEES

TALLAHASSEE—Governor Bob Graham today "strongly objected" 
to actions by Congress that would possibly require the state 
of Florida to pay for services to refugees who will become 
legalized citizens under the Simpson-Mazzoli Immigration
Reform Act.

Today, a conference committee voted 19-7 to provide one 
billion dollars per year to reimburse states that provide 
financial assistance to refugees who will gain legal status 
under the immigration reform proposal.

The Governor said the conference committee action "does
not assure Florida that state and local government would definitely 
receive full reimbursement for services which must be provided 
newly legalized refugees.

"Florida citizens have, for too long, borne the biggest 
burden of an uncontrolled influx of refugees.

"Although the action today by the conference committee 
does indicate it is the intention to provide a set amount of 
dollars to reimburse states for services, it does not guarantee
full reimbursement.

"We must demand that the Florida taxpayers shall not have 
to pay for any services that are clearly the responsibility
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of the federal government,” Graham said.
"Immigration is a totally federal policy. It was the 

failure of the federal government to enforce immigration laws 
that caused the wave of illegal immigration into our state.
The federal government is now proposing, through this legalization 
program, a fast-track way of shirking its responsibility by not 
saying they will fully pay for all services. I seriously object 
to any reimbursement program that does not guarantee Florida 
full reimbursement."

According to the Governor, under the legislative provisions 
of the Simpson-Mazzoli Act, several hundred thousand refugees 
in Florida—from a number of nations—would be eligible for
services.

"We will continue to put as much pressure as possible 
on Congress to assure that Florida is not shortchanged,"
Graham said.


