
The Congressional Black Caucus Task Force on Haitian Refugees today 

sponsored a briefing for Caucus members and other interested Congressional offices.

The primary speakers at the briefing were Mr. Paul Dejean, Director of the

Bureau of the Haitian Cristian Community of Montreal and Mr. Jean Louis Edouard of Miami.

Messrs. Dejean and presented evidence of the continued existence

of political prisoners in Haiti, including the detention and occasional execution 

of Haitian asylum claimants deported from the U.S.., based on standing orders signed by 

Luc Desir, a top ranking military official in the Duvalier government.

According to Messrs. Dejean and Edouard the infamous political prison,

Fort Dimanche, is, despite Haitian and U.S.. government claims to the contrary, still

functioning. The Haitian government engaged in a purposeful effort to mislead the

OAS Human Rights Commission on prison conditions generally during their August, 1978 mission.

Rep. Chisholm, Chairperson of the CBC Task Force, stated that, "In 1976,

Amnesty International described Haitian prisons as having 'perhaps the highest 

mortality rate of any prisons in the world.' It appears that not only do these cond

itions continue to exist, but the U.S.. government is very possibly subject to charges 

of violation of international law by having forcibly returned Haitian asylum 

claimants from the U.S.. without providing them an opportunity to properly present 

their claims, thereby condemning them to the horrors of imprisonment, torture and death."

Reiterating the position taken by the Task force within the last month,

Rep. Chisholm declared that, "The only moral, humane and practical solution to the 

plight of these more than 8,000 Haitian refugees in the U.S.. is for the president 

to direct the Attorney General to exercise his authority to grant parole political 

asylum to those Haitians currently in the U.S.. and to ensure that those who come in 

the future are granted the due process treatment our Constitution prescribes for all 

regardless of race, class or the ideology of their homeland."
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"In the past few months, we have seen an upsurge in support for the Haitian 

refugees as increasing numbers of our constituents in Florida, labor, civil rights 

and religious leaders around the country have become informed and have consequently 

added their voices to those calling for equal justice and asylum for these Black 

boat people for Haiti." The Congresswoman added that, "The CBC Task Force on Haitian 

Refugees,which includes my colleagues, Reps. Conyers, Evans Fauntroy, and Leland, 

will continue to work towards asylum for these people. We also hope that the passage 

of the Refugee Act, H.R. 2816, will be the beginning of a new attitude in this 

country toward refugees from all parts of the world."
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