
EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE 
AT 2:00 F.M. EST

Office of the White House Press Secretary

FEBRUARY 20, 1980

THE WHITE HOUSE

The White House today announced a 6-point program to assist the
State of Florida and Dade County governments to meet the emergency 
human service needs of undocumented Haitians in South Florida.
Increasing numbers of Haitians entering the United States illegally 
through South Florida have strained voluntary and community services 
beyond their capacity to meet the basic needs of this population.
The problem of growing numbers of undocumented Haitians in South 
Florida has reached critical proportions since deportation proceedings 
have been halted pending a legal determination of their status.
Eugene Eidenberg, Deputy Assistant to the President for Intergovernmental 
Affairs and Deputy Secretary to the Cabinet, announced the program 
at a press conference in Miami at which representatives of Governor 
Bob Graham’s office' also outlined an action plan Florida will undertake 
in coordination with the Federal government.
Eidenberg announced the designation of a central processing
and screening center at the Federal Correctional Institution at
Richmond located 15 miles southwest of downtown Miami. This minimum 
security facility will provide a humane center for processing and 
providing health screening for undocumented aliens arriving in South 
Florida. The Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) has responsibility 

 under federal law to apprehend and process individuals found 
to be in the country illegally. Undocumented aliens in South Florida 
are now placed in six jail facilities within a 100 mile radius of Miami 
until they can be processed, screened for contagious diseases, and 
released to the custody of a sponsor. Processing now takes nearly 
nine days. Processing and health screening at this new central 
facility will reduce the time of detention to less than three days.
The Community Services Administration will av.-ard an emergency grant 
of $150,000 to the Dade County Community Action Program agency 
to establish services such as transportation for the undocumented 
Haitians to centers where social services are being provided.
Several efforts to improve health screening and follow-up care were 
outlined. There will be a clinic at the Richmond facility to provide 
initial screening for detainees. Eight additional health professionals 
from HEW will be assigned to the South Florida area to assist 
at the Richmond clinic and at the public health clinics serving the 
Haitian population. These include two doctors and two nurses from 
the National Health Service Corps.
The USDA Food and Nutrition Service programs will be used to assist 
the Haitians through private voluntary organizations and public 
agencies, especially the schools.
ACTION will award a $50,000 grant to the State of Florida to enable 
its Office of Volunteer Services to assist in meeting emergency needs 
of the undocumented Haitian population. ACTION will announce
additional steps it is taking to assist in this effort within the 
next several weeks.
The Department of Education will work with the Dade County 
public schools to develop appropriate levels of support for 
bilingual programs for Haitian children.
The Federal Regional Council in Atlanta, Georgia will assume 
full responsibility for implementing and monitoring these 
federal efforts and coordinating this effort with state and 
local governments. Sara Craig, chairperson of the FRC, 
announced that two professional staff persons have been 
assigned full-time to provide the necessary oversight of the 
federal program.


