
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be able to participate 

in this Special Order on Haitian refugees. Their problems 

with U.S.. government authorities first came to my attention 

in 1975. Slowly but surely, progress has been made in pre

senting their case to the American people.

Five years ago, few Americans were aware of their 

plight or interested in seeing to it that the Haitians re

ceived just treatment in our country. Today, numerous reli

gious, civil rights and labor organizations have expressed 

their support for granting political asylum to the Haitians 

who have come to the United States and applied for political 

asylum before June 30, 1979.

In the Miami area, many individuals and organizations 

have spoken out on behalf of the refugees. The Archbishop of 

Miami, the Most Reverend Edward A. McCarthy, testified earlier 

this month before the U.S.. Select Commission on Immigration 

and Refugee Policy. He pointed out the blatant discrimination 

contained in our laws, and observed, "It is only natural that 

this experience should spawn well-founded suspicions that the 

treatment received by the Haitians is the result of institutional 

racism." The Archbishop then urged the U.S.. to grant political 

asylum to those Haitians who have applications pending.

Metropolitan Dade County officials have also voiced 

their concerning for the Haitians. The County, of course, faces 

a heavy financial burden because there are no federal funds 

available to provide essential human services to the Haitians.

The federal government has prevented most Haitians from working



and thus force them to rely on the mercy of private volun

tary organizations and local government for assistance in 

obtaining food, shelter, and health care.

It is not simply self-interest,however, that has led 

county and state political leaders to call for allowing the 

Haitians to remain. For many, it may not be a particularly 

popular political decision. It is, however, the right decision.

It is humane and just. Among these persons are Dade County 

Commissioners, State representatives, and Democratic Party 

chairmen for the State and the County. Local labor leaders 

have also endorsed this move for equal justice.

I would also like to take note of the editorial posi

tions of our local media. While most have not yet gone so far 

as to call for asylum, they have expressed their outrage at

the manner in which the Haitians have been treated and demanded

that decisive action be taken. WPLG television has called the delay 

in clarifying the status of Haitians "inhuman." The Miami News 

called the situation "inhumane." The Palm Beach Post described

the U.S.. policy on the Haitian refugees as a "foolish policy

which ought to be changed," and the Miami Times has supported 

asylum for the refugees. Recent developments within Haiti caused 

the Miami Herald to express its doubts about whether President 

Duvalier has indeed moved away from the despotism for which his

father was known.



As a member of the House Subcommittee on Foreign Opera

tions, I have a responsibility to see that our foreign aid money 

is spent to improve the lives of the poor people of the world 

and not to prop up a dictatorial and abusive regime. Haiti is 

greatly in need of assistance. It is one of the poorest nations 
in the world and I am reluctant to take any steps which

would inflict greater suffering on the Haitian people. I 

intend, however, to look most carefully at the recent devel

opments in Haiti which seem to indicate a return to the re

pressive era of Papa Doc.


