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Keeping The Spirit of ’45 Alive
Event Recognizes The Greatest Generation

By Gary Mooney
gary@fortmyersbeach.news

 “To me, the World War 
II Generation is The Greatest 
Generation because they are so 
selfless,” explained Eryka Aptaker, 
event organizer of the annual “Keep 
the Spirit of’’45 Alive” program 
to honor veterans of the Second 
World War. “They were just kids, 
many right out of high school, and 
did their duty, then came home and 
raised their family, and built the 
greatest nation on earth, and did it 
so humbly. They are amazing, and 
veterans of every other war look 
upon them with awe! We want to 
honor their legacy as long as we can, 
because we will never see another 
generation like them. Whenever I 
speak during the program, thinking 
about these wonderful people, it is 
all I can do to hold back my tears.”
 The Spirit of ’45 event is 
Sunday, August 12, with dinner 
from 4:15 to 5:45 p.m. and the 
Tribute and Ceremony from 5:45 
to 7:15 p.m. It is at the Sanibel 
Harbour Marriott Resort at 17260 
Harbour Point Drive in South Fort 

Myers; the last exit before Sanibel 
Island off Summerlin Road. It is free 
for World War II veterans, as well 
as WWII generation spouses, with 
all others at $25-per-person. Make 
your reservations by Wednesday, 
August 1, with your nonrefundable 
payment by Saturday, August 4.
 “We accept sponsorships,” 
said Eryka, “so if you want to make 
a $25 donation, we will put your 
name in the program, or that of a 
loved one who perhaps served in 
the Second World War, and this 
year we have had a lot of success 
with those. The Marriott serves a 
full three-course, sit-down dinner 
that far exceeds the $25 price, as 
they are so good to us, with a dinner 
salad and rolls, entrée, dessert 
and coffee.” To make reservations, 
contact Eryka at 917-607-4385.

LEE COUNTY 
COMMEMORATES 

WWII VETS

 “The United States 
Congress established the ‘Spirit of 
‘45’ Day in 2010,” she explained, 
“in recognition of those The Spirit of ’45 is celebrated on the second Sunday of August to mark the end of the war 

in the Pacific on August 15, 1945.  Photo by Ed Wescott, courtesy U.S. Army Cont’d pg.7

Historic Cottage Update
“Patience is a Virtue”

By Gary Mooney
gary@fortmyersbeach.news

 Fort Myers Beach is known 
for its unique sights and scenery, 
but a very unusual one occurred 
during the middle of the night of 
June 18, 2017, when one of the 
most historic cottages in the history 
of the beach moved north down 
Estero Boulevard and over the 
Matanzas Pass Bridge on the back 
of a flatbed truck! Local real estate 
developer Joe Orlandini, working in 
conjunction with the Estero Island 
Historic Society (EIHS) and various 
governmental entities, saved the 

structure from demolition, with the 
hope of eventually restoring and 
relocating it near the EIHS Museum 
and Nature Center’s two existing 
historic cottages near the Matanzas 
Pass Preserve entrance at 161 
Bay Road. After more than a year, 
however, this has yet to occur.
 “We are waiting on Lee 
County to present us with a new 
lease for some additional property 
on which we can place the cottage,” 
reported Russ Carter of the EIHS. 
“Our original lease did not have 
enough square footage to add 
any other structures, so that made 
this the necessary 

The Cottage ready for the move from its original location at 3360 Estero Blvd. 
Photo by M. Layfield.

Cont’d pg.12

Water Woes Continue
Cyanobacteria Moves Downriver

By Gary Mooney
gary@fortmyersbeach.news

 In the past week, while green 
algae and Red Tide continue to 
plague our area waterways, United 
States Senator Bill Nelson hosted 
an informational meeting in Fort 
Myers, Florida Governor Rick Scott 
conducted a boat tour and declared 
a State of Emergency for Lee 
and six other counties, the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers 
temporarily suspended water 
releases from Lake Okeechobee 
to the Caloosahatchee River and 
President Donald Trump announced 

the Office of Management & 
Budget is formulating funding for 
the Everglades Agricultural Area 
(EAA) Reservoir south of the lake. 
With this in mind, Rae Ann Wessel, 
the Natural Resources Policy 
Director for the Sanibel-Captiva 
Conservation Foundation, reviewed 
our local water quality situation.
 “Last week, in commenting 
on a scale of 1 to 10, where 1 
is fantastic water and 10 a total 
disaster, I said we were at a 7 or 8,” 
Wessel recalled. “Unfortunately, this 
week I drop that down to an 8 or 9, 
because more of the algae is further 
down the Caloosahatchee and now 
into Sanibel’s back bay. 

Cont’d pg.10

“We Rock 
For Dave”

Story on page 5
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LETTERS to the EDITOR
SAVING GRACE

 There is a ridiculous (threatened) lawsuit by the Lani Kai, associ-
ated with the Town Council’s painstakingly long studied and agonizingly 
scrutinized vote to approve TPI-FMB Resort (now Margaritaville Resort). 
There were council members who were initially flat out opposed to this 
resort based upon the Land Development Code. But as TPI’s presentation 
unfolded, the benefits to the entire town included saving the beach view 
from what would be allowed…a rebuilt beachside high-rise hotel. TPI is 
gifting the town over a million dollars in property, vast beautification, park-
ing and housing close by off island for employees with shuttle service, a 
pedestrian bridge over Estero Blvd. AND legal documentation that their 
beach property may never be developed. This went way over and above, 
fitting the development code to a “T” with the trade-offs and benefits to the 
town. I watched it start to finish with jubilation.
 The Lani Kai and other businesses like it would never be allowed to 
be developed as is, under the Land Development Code (today). The addi-
tional rooms they were declined in their request, added no benefit whatso-
ever to the town and certainly not the neighborhood. The entire surrounding 
neighbors and businesses adjacent to the TPI development, wholeheart-
edly supported TPI’s proposal, even without the additional concessions. 
The majority of us wish the Lani Kai would spruce up its property.
 Margaritaville will attract decent individuals who come to escape to 
paradise, spend money which supports businesses, and pay heavily into 
our taxes. These guests who make the island their home for a while, are 
desirable. This is supposed to be a family friendly island, and that is not the 
direction it has been going in spite of the Town’s efforts. Margaritaville is the 
Town’s saving grace.

Christy Hennessey
Fort Myers Beach & Carmel, IN

Smart Recycling Saves Tax Dollars
By Lee County Solid Waste

 Lee County ranks third in 
the state with a 74% recycling rate, 
according to data recently released 
by the Florida Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, putting the 
county on track to meet the state-
wide 75% recycling goal by 2020.
But achieving that goal will not be 
easy.
 In order to reach the 74% 
rate, Lee County’s recycling con-
tractor had to pull 19.4 million 
pounds of trash out of the recycling 
carts. That’s nearly 10,000 tons of 
trash that should not have been 
placed in recycling bins. Removing 
it cost taxpayers $362,871.
 It is more important than 
ever that everyone learns to Re-
cycle Smart. Only five materials 
belong in a recycling cart:
• Metal Cans are acceptable, in-
cluding both aluminum and steel
• Plastic containers labeled No. 
1 through No. 7 on the bottom or 
side. “Container” is the key word; 
not straws, hangers or pool noo-
dles.
•  Glass bottles and jars
• Cardboard boxes are accept-
able unless it held a liquid or a fro-
zen food
• Papers are accepted unless 
shredded or soiled

CLEAN & DRY

 Everything in the cart 
needs to be clean and dry. Recy-
cled materials are resold and no 
one buys materials covered in cof-
fee grounds or lasagna. If in doubt 
about something, throw it out. If it’s 
still usable, donate or sell it.
 Clean recycled materials 
are such an issue nationwide that 
China, the world’s largest buyer 
of scrap materials, stopped buy-

ing U.S. materials on May 1. That 
means the market for recyclable 
materials dropped dramatically. 
Lee County must offer clean ma-
terials for sale or 83,000 tons will 
be sent for disposal rather than be 
recycled.
 Haulers are getting more 
stringent about the recycling they 
will collect. Recycling carts that 
contain plastic bags, which are not 
recyclable in your curbside cart, 
might be tagged as contaminated 
and left at the curb. Any recycling 
container containing food waste 
or diapers will be left behind as 
well as those containing items 
that should more appropriately be 
donated, such as a bedspread or 
sheets.
 Remember, do not throw 
trash in recycling bins. It contam-
inates the entire bin and then the 
truckload. Please recycle smart!
 Lee County has been a 
recycling leader in Florida since 
2002, with a recent campaign to 
focus on proper recycling. You can 
find more information about how to 
Recycle Smart on the Solid Waste 
website at www.leecounty.com/
solidwaste.
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Beach Botany
by Jim Rodwell

BUTTERFLY PEA: 
CENTROSEMA VIRGINIANUM

The Butterfly Pea (Centrosema 
virginianum),  a member of the 
Pea Family,  is a perennial vine 
that blooms all year. The flower’s 
color varies from purple to light 
blue and sometimes to white.  Its 
slender trailing and often twisting  
vine  can reach six feet and more.  
The Pea’s leaves are alternate and 
pinnately  trifolate. The Butterfly 
Pea likes to climb on other forms 
of vegetation especially grasses. It 
likes moist and well drained sandy 
or limestone soils. Butterfly pea is 
widely distributed in pineland and 
coastal habitats. This specimen 
was photographed in the grassy 
area bordering the Critical Wildlife 
Area on southern Fort Myers 
Beach. It can also be found in the 
swales along Estero Blvd., and at 
Bowditch Point Park. The Butterfly 
Pea  got its name because it is the 
host plant for Skipper butterflies. 
Besides the Butterfly Pea there 
are two other species of the genus 
Centrosema found in Florida.

NOW 
OPEN!

FELIPE’S MEXICAN TAQUERIA
320 Old San Carlos Boulevard | Ft. Myers Beach, FL 33931 | 239.233.8817 

www.felipestaqueria.com

Seeing the Light
Guest Commentary: Better Those We Know

By Jay Light

 Gosh, you go away 
for a few weeks and come 
back and find out that yet 
another group has formed 
that wants to unincorporate 
the town. What’s different 
this time is that the group 
has hired a Georgia-
based professional political 
consultant, Philip Nichols, to 
lead the campaign. According 
to local newspaper reports, 
the group, which calls itself 
“Free Our Beach,” is raising 
money to try to put an unincorporation referendum on 
a future ballot.
 The president, Arnold Mausser, is an 
independent contractor for Lahaina Realty, which 
is owned by County Commissioner Larry Kiker and 
his wife, Paula. Mrs. Kiker was quick to state that 
her business is not involved in the movement, but 
then expressed her opinion that since she and her 
husband moved off the island, she feels she no longer 
has a voice. This is simply not true. Any number of 
non-island residents, including island business 
owners, regularly appear at council meetings and 
express their concerns. (Voicing your opinion is not a 
guarantee that you’ll get what you want.) It is true that 
they can no longer vote on local matters, but moving 
off the island was a conscious decision they made 
and giving up their voting rights here came with that 
decision. You can’t have it both ways. 
 A campaign such as this is going to require 
a good bit of money, and until the consultant is 
willing to reveal who’s coughing up the bucks for it, 
it should be looked upon with great suspicion. It is 
worth noting that the consultant is the same one who 
ran Commissioner Kiker’s election campaign, among 
others. It is also worth noting that the group’s first 
president was Chuck Bodenhafer, a close friend of 
the Kikers, who has since stepped down. Of course, 
that all just might be coincidence.
 Meanwhile, I share many of this group’s beefs 
with the town government. There are allegations about 
“selective” code enforcement, special arrangements 

about trash pickup at beachfront properties and a gag 
order placed on town employees about talking about 
work conditions. Ever since the town was taken over 
years ago by the angry three-headed ogre “Bo-Shen-
Dor,” there has been a constant state of turmoil, with 
a continuous revolving door of town managers and 
staffers. The only person left who knows any history is 
Town Clerk Michelle Mayher. Over the last few years, 
I’ve felt that we’ve had councils that have made some 
terrible decisions – the totally misguided and bungled 
firing of a perfectly competent and functioning town 
manager, a punitive newsrack ordinance that the 
council member that pushed it ended up voting 
against because it wasn’t punitive enough, the short-
term rental law and others.
 In the town’s history we’ve had some council 
members who were reasonable critical thinkers who 
could see far enough down the road to know where 
their decisions would lead us.  We’ve also had some 
who were bullies, some petulant children, and some 
just plain stupid jackasses. However, with all the 
disagreements I’ve had with them, I never once felt 
that any of them was acting with anything other than 
what they believed were the best interests of the 
town, no matter how wrong or misguided I thought 
they were. 
 I’m hard-put to believe that the majority of the 
Board of County Commissioners gives a rat’s patoot 
about the town, other than what they get from us in 
taxes. I also don’t believe that voicing my opinions to 
them is likely to be heard and acted upon any better 
than they will be by the local government. Until I’m 
convinced that the County would do it better (good 
luck there), I’d rather it be in the hands of the local 
jackasses I know and who know me rather than the 
outside jackasses I don’t know who don’t know me.
 Consider the downtown development which 
was finally approved by the Town. It is reasonable and 
supported by the greatest majority of residents. If the 
local building codes were in the hands of the County, 
the proposal would probably have been approved in 
its original form, which was outrageous and which the 
overwhelming majority of the residents hated.
 So, to people who think getting rid of local rule 
and returning it to the County might be a good idea, I 
say, “Be careful what you wish for and remember why 
we incorporated in the first place.”
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“We Rock For Dave”
Fundraiser Saturday For Local Musician

By Gary Mooney
gary@fortmyersbeach.news

 “The wind blows in my favor 
these days,” said well-known island 
musician Dave Collaton of his re-
cent cancer battle. “Cancer has a 
way of beating the hell out of you, 
but by the Grace of God, I am doing 
pretty well now.”
 To keep Collaton doing well, 
“Pete’s Time Out” in Times Square 
will host a “We Rock For Dave” 
benefit on Saturday, July 14, from 
Noon to 5 p.m. “John and Deb-
bie Lallo, who own ‘Pete’s,’ have 
always been huge supporters of 
mine,” Dave commented, “giving 
me a musical place to call home, 
and they offered to host the fund-
raiser. All my guitar-playing friends 
jumped onboard, so Saturday after-
noon will be a big life-affirming par-
ty, with all kinds of glitter and give-
aways, and people playing music, 
including myself! Another person I 
must thank for helping is Mike ‘Pop-
eye’ Dearden. We hope to come 
away from this with enough cash to 
pay for a couple month’s rent, to al-
low us to fight this thing tooth & nail, 
to keep our lives together for when 
this cancer is finally gone.”
 “Dave is one of the best 
people I know,” said John Lallo. “It 
became a natural thing to host the 
fundraiser for him. From Noon to 5, 
‘Pete’s Time Out’ will donate 25% 
of our income to his battle, along 
with lots of giveaways and 50/50 
Raffles. Joining Dave in performing 
will be Mark Chang, Daniel D, Ronn 
Daniels, James Gregg, Jeffery 
Green, Mark Kobie, Smokin’ Bill 
and Frank Thomson, so this will be 
the best music on the entire island! 

A highlight is the sale of ‘We Rock 
For Dave’ shirts at just $20. If you 
can’t attend, but want to contribute, 
go to Dave’s Chemo Meds at Go-
FundMe.com (bit.ly/CollatonHelp).” 

A MIRACLE 

 “I am back to playing a cou-
ple of times a week,” Dave added, 
“so God bless the bar and restau-
rant owners who allow me to work, 
up until I can’t, for my next round 
of chemotherapy, as they are all so 
cool! Hopefully, by year’s end, my 
medical treatments will be done, 
and I can get back to a more normal 
life. The good news is I am down 
to my second round of chemo, with 
that nightmare surgery behind me, 
so to speak, as I had colorectal 
cancer. The surgeon pulled this gi-
ant, nasty tumor from me, and it is 
a miracle I made it through. I can’t 
say enough great things about my 
doctors and nurses at LeeHealth 
Physicians Group! I had absolutely 
no health insurance and no way to 
pay, yet I received their very best 
team. They are such a cool outfit, 
to take a nobody off the street and 
treat me like a king, with compas-
sion and respect.” 
 Dave suspected several 
months ago that something was 
wrong, but he had no idea what. 
“You watch television at my age of 
53, and every time you see a com-
mercial or medical show, you think, 
‘I have that!’ During my checkered 
life, where I practiced a lot of weak-
nesses, I never thought the cause 
of my potential demise would be 
cancer, so that never crossed my 
mind. That was especially true con-
sidering that four years ago I quit 

drinking, hooked up with my fan-
tastic wife and wonderful daughter, 
and took much better care of my-
self, all while brewing up this hor-
rific thing inside me. I never imag-
ined I would come up with such a 
legitimate and conventional way 
to get sick! It was a blessing, how-
ever, that I quit drinking, because I 
have a strong liver and kidneys to 
help me through this. I am so glad I 
stuck with sobriety, because now I 
love it!”

FANTASTIC FMB

 Everything today trends 
positive for Dave. “I recently met 
with the oncologist and he was 
all smiles! He wanted me to gain 
weight, and for a cheesecake lov-
er like me, that was all I needed 
to hear, and am now up from 155 
to 170 pounds! Even though the 
next few months feature another 
round of chemo, I no longer have 
that terrible thing in my gut, and am 
through with radiation. I will contin-

ue performing a couple of times a 
week, until I can’t, but when I am 
done with chemo, I am coming 
back stronger than ever! 
 Dave said, “The person who 
gets me through this is my wife, Re-
becca – she is the wind at my back! 
When I have horrid days, she tells 
me to go to the beach or gym or out 
for ice cream, because if you feel 
horrible on the couch, I am better 
off feeling horrible at those places. 
I can’t tell you how much I love my 
beautiful Rebecca, as she never 
lets me feel sorry for myself.”
 He is grateful as well to 
Fort Myers Beach. “This is a spe-
cial place, with such an outpouring 
of concern. I’ve performed all over 
the country, so I can sincerely say 
there are no other people and no 
other place like Fort Myers Beach, 
where everyone is so intertwined 
with one-another, as this island has 
a long history of hosting fundrais-
ers for others, to help them make 
a right turn out of a bad left turn – 
these folks are fantastic! I am a part 
of a community that treats me and 
so many others so well, and I love 
that we all share this shimmering 
little rock in the sun together.”
 The one thing Dave most 
learned throughout this entire ad-
venture is, ‘Laugh and the world 
laughs with you; cry and you cry 
alone!’ I am happy I get one more 
day here today, and I feel pretty 
good that I will have another one 
tomorrow, and who can complain 
about that. I intend to enjoy my 
family and friends for a long time to 
come, and can’t wait to start enter-
taining again on a full-time basis, 
and when I do, I am going to play 
my guitar louder than ever!”

Dave Collaton
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Indoor or Outdoor Seating Available 
www.nervousnellies.net

239-463-8077 

Enjoy Great Food, Fine Spirits, a Fun Relaxing 
Waterfront Atmosphereand live Music As Well!
Live Music 7 nights a week 6-10 pm

$10 OFF $50 
or More 

ONE COUPON PER PARTY, 
REGARDLESS OF SIZE. 

   Can not be used with any 
other offer. Offer valid at 

   Nervous Nellies only                                    
Expires: 8/3/18 Sand

DOESN’T GET ANY BETTER 
THAN THIS!

MONDAY • Jeff Johnson
TUESDAY • Smoking Bill

WEDNESDAY • Michael Antoine
THURSDAY • Rashimba

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
during the day from 12-4 pm.

SATURDAY • Kevon
SUNDAY • Smoking Bill

  FRIDAY • Kevon
SATURDAY • Shawn 

“Hustle” Russel
SUNDAY • High Tide
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Americans who served in World War 
II. That was crucial as, then as now, 
so many young people do not know 
the difference between the Second 
World War and the Revolutionary 
War! Congress, however, did not 
set any national platform, leaving 
it up to each individual community 
to participate and at what level. I 
attended the first Southwest Florida 
event that year, but it was in Collier 
County, and I thought that Lee 
County was pretty big, with many 
retired World War II veterans, so we 
needed our own commemoration, 
with the first one actually on Fort 
Myers Beach. It was very casual, 
however, and I felt the World War 
II vets deserved a formal affair, so 
I became the chairman, planning 
a sit-down event for the next year, 
and it remains that way through 
today.”
 Eryka expects a little over 
100 World War II vets at attend this 
year. “When you add spouses, we 
will end up with around 200 people. 
Our average attendance is roughly 
400, so the World War II generation 
is about half the turnout. Several 
are Fort Myers Beach residents, 
including Huggy and Mary Lou 
Ellyat and Chuck and Marjorie 
Golden, as well as a new couple, 
Joseph and Beverly Silvia.”
 The event always features 
tremendous speakers, “as I strive 
to invite ones who bring a new 
approach to the forum,” Eryka 
related. “Jeremy Gentile is a retired 
military officer who will begin the 
program, with Lee County Deputy 

Sheriffs serving as the Honor Guard, 
and Fort Myers Beach Fire Control 
District personnel presenting the 
Colors. Edward Howland is a 
new speaker this year, as he is a 
former Prisoner of War who fought 
in The Battle of The Bulge, and is 
absolutely fascinating! Bob Hilliard 
was a concentration camp liberator 
with a fabulous story, and I am so 
proud that for the first time we have 
a female World War II presenter in 
Ettie Walch, who another Second 
World War couple referred to me. 
Ettie is a live wire and I just love her! 
Closing the program will be Doug 
Quelch, who was an officer with an 
amazing military career, with a long 
service to veterans.”
 It is difficult for Eryka to 
choose one program highlight: “It 
is like your wedding day, where 
you don’t remember a thing, 
because so much is going on, until 
later when you watch the video. I 
change it up a bit every year, with 
my favorite part from last year near 
the end when, for the first time, we 
held a flag-folding ceremony, while 
a veteran read the poem, “Old 
Glory,” as if it were spoken from 
the perspective of the flag itself, 
where it talks about the fact that 
over the years it has been stepped 
on and burned and yet, ‘here I still 
am and long may I wave!’ Three 
Marines folded the flag, explaining 
the meaning of each individual fold, 
and not many people know that, 
and that just captured the entire 
audience. It was so emotional for 
most of the crowd and not just me.”

EMOTIONAL TRIBUTE

 Another emotional moment 
is during the playing of “Echo 
Taps.” “One musician begins ‘Taps’ 
on a bugle, then another one joins 
in a second or two later, giving it 
an echo affect. It is magnificent 
and we save it for the very end; it 
is so powerful, there is hardly a dry 
eye when they are done. It follows 
another tear-jerking performance, 
when bagpipers perform ‘Amazing 
Grace,’ while outside is a volley of 
rifle shots.”
 Eryka unabashedly admits 
that “I love World War II veterans 
and their families. I stay in touch 
with so many of them, like they are 
my own family. Each year I look 
around and think about who will no 
longer be with us the next year, and 
that breaks my heart. Some will get 
sick, some will move back to their 
families, and others will sadly pass 
on, and it takes a while to get over 
that sensation.”
 As such, Eryka 
acknowledged, “There probably 
won’t be many more Spirit of ‘45 
dinners, as we are losing World 
War II veterans by roughly 400-per-

day, with the average age now 
around 93-years-old. My goal is to 
continue the event for 2 more years, 
to celebrate the 75th anniversary of 
the end of the war. Emotionally, it 
will be hard to walk away, but death 
is a fact of life, and this is a fact 
of life, but they will have to carry 
me out sobbing – sobbing! These 
World War II veterans mean the 
world to me!”
 Over the past 8 years, 
Eryka’s prime mission is to “get the 
word out to every single World War 
II veteran, so that they and their 
spouse can participate, and we 
can thank them for their service. 
Nothing breaks my heart more 
than when I hear from the family 
of a World War II vet that they just 
learned about us, and how their 
family member would love this, but 
they died last month or last year, 
so please, spread the word, so we 
can include every single World War 
II veteran remaining in Southwest 
Florida!”
 `For information on the 
national Spirit of ’45 program see 
www.spiritof45.org.

Keeping The Spirit of ’45 Alive
Event Recognizes The Greatest Generation, Cont’d from pg.1

The Fort Myers Beach Fire District Color Guard will again present the Colors at the 
Spirit of ’45 event. Photo by Sarah List.

Harry Beeman (left) and a fellow World War II veteran, enjoyed the 2016 Spirit of ’45 event. 
Photo by Sarah List.



Page 8 The Island Sand Paper              FortMyersBeach.news July 13th, 2018

By Missy Layfield
editor@fortmyersbeach.news

 The Board of Commission-
ers of the Fort Myers Beach Fire 
Control District held a workshop 
meeting on Tuesday, July 10, 2018 
to discuss nearly a dozen different 
agenda items including a first look 
at the 2018-2019 budget.
 After discussion, the board 
voted unanimously to join the 
Greater Fort Myers Beach Cham-
ber of Commerce. 
 Board Chair Carol Morris 
led a discussion on how to cancel 
a board meeting, emphasizing that 
it must be a board decision, even 
if the meeting would lack a quo-
rum. “A commissioner could play 
games” by finding a way to cancel 
a meeting where the commissioner 
would otherwise have an absence, 
she said. Larry Wood suggested 
that commissioners unable to at-
tend a meeting email the chair, who 
could cancel a meeting if the meet-
ing lacked a quorum. Morris said 
she preferred to make cancellation 
decisions at a previous meeting. 
Fire Chief Matt Love will bring back 
options to revise the Board Policy 
Manual at a future meeting. 

RENTAL REGISTRATION

 After resident Rick Lough-
ery’s public comments at last 
month’s meeting regarding the Fire 
District’s Rental Registration ordi-
nance, the board discussed how 
to respond to Loughery, agreeing 
to submit their suggested edits to 
Chief Love within 2 days. 

 Ron Fleming suggested ex-
panding the ordinance to include all 
rentals. Currently owner-occupied 
(for at least 6 months) duplexes 
are exempt from registration and 
fire inspection of the property. “If 
it’s a rental, it should be inspected. 
Just because the owner lives there, 
doesn’t make it safe. I understand 
why a single family owner-occupied 
home is excluded. I question why a 
two-family owner-occupied rental is 
excluded.”
 Executive Assistant Fire 
Chief of Life Safety & Support Ser-
vices Ron Martin provided a re-
sponse. “We spent a lot of time to 
narrow the scope on where prob-
lems were in our community. The 
rationale was that if an owner oc-
cupied the structure for at least 6 
months of the year, they’d know that 
property and have a vested interest 
in having it be a safe structure. We 
have a lot of properties that are cov-
ered under the ordinance that are 
not owner-occupied, it’s an invest-
ment. The property that burned in 
2015, (killing a resident), the owner 
had not seen the property in years.”
 Ted Schindler said that 
before any expansion of the ordi-
nance, staffing must be addressed, 
referring to the current backlog of 
inspections. “Our underlying mis-
sion is safety. We need to look at 
additional staffing to help on the 
fire prevention side. If we’re talking 
about not excluding things, we don’t 
have the capacity now, we certainly 
wouldn’t have it then.”
 Morris asked how to obtain 
a list of all rental properties in the 
district, with Love responding that 

such a list does not exist. 
 Later in the meeting Love 
explained the district’s strategy to 
increase staff in the Life Safety Di-
vision. The two main categories of 
prevention or Life Safety are com-
munity wide services (25%) and 
specific property programs such 
as plan review, inspections and 
code enforcement (75%). Usually 
community wide services are tax 
funded while the specific proper-
ty programs are fee based. How-
ever, district taxes currently fund 
92.5% of prevention services with 
just 7.5% contribution from fees. 
He suggested the district focus 
on moving toward a 50/50 split by 
increasing fees so those utilizing 
prevention services are paying for 
them.  
 Love explained that the 
district would like to hire one more 
inspector, a plan reviewer and an 
administrative aide to focus on the 
backlog of registration inspections, 
but the current 2018-2019 draft 
budget does not include funding for 
the new staff. He asked commis-
sioners to consider how the district 
should proceed as they enter bud-
get discussions. 

DRAFT BUDGET

 The preliminary budget pre-
sented to the board included a tax 
rate of 2.58 mills for the third year in 

a row. ($2.58 per $1,000 assessed 
property value.) Taxable property 
values for the fire district increased 
by 3.8%, less than expected, ac-
cording to Love. He described the 
draft budget as a “status quo” bud-
get that allows the district to contin-
ue to replace outdated equipment 
and vehicles. Operating expenses 
in the budget total $13,575,121 with 
$9,784,500 of that in salaries, wag-
es and benefits and $1,570,370 
in capital expenses, most of that 
for a new engine. Reserves total 
$6,249,090. 
 The board will set its TRIM 
(Truth in Millage) tax rate and the 
first of two Public Budget Hearings 
at their July 24, 2018 meeting. Ten-
tatively those hearings are planned 
for 5:05 p.m. on September 10 and 
25. 
 In other business, the board 
agreed to order new commission-
er shirts, discussed changing the 
date of the Fire Chief annual eval-
uation, agreed to require a 2/3 ma-
jority vote to change board policies 
and discussed a possible board re-
sponse to the algae bloom moving 
toward the district.

 The next Board of Fire Com-
missioners meeting will be Tues-
day, July 24, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 2525 Estero Blvd, Fort 
Myers Beach.

First Look at Fire Budget
Board Wrestles with Funding Inspections
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“PUTTING OUT A DAMN PAPER”

 Two weeks ago, a man walked into a newspaper office and killed 
five people and a chill swept through every newspaper office in America 
that afternoon, including ours. 
 We now know that the man accused of the Capital Gazette murders 
held a long-standing grudge against the Maryland paper over a 2011 article 
that reported his guilty plea to a harassment charge. He filed and lost a def-
amation case against the paper when the judge ruled that the article was 
based on publicly available information and the man had not provided any 
evidence that the article was inaccurate. So he moved on to threatening 
letters and social media attacks.
 To review, the newspaper printed the truth. He didn’t like it and 
attacked the newspaper for printing it, first through the courts, then social 
media and finally with a shotgun through their front door after he barricad-
ed the back door. 
 We know all of that now. In those first few hours though, the shoot-
ing seemed like the tragic next step in the long-running war on journalists 
who dare to print things that are true, but not flattering or offer analyses that 
don’t align with a reader’s world view. 
 Here at the Sand Paper, we avoid national politics, other than our 
occasional Viewpoints feature that includes both conservative and liberal 
columns. We are a community newspaper, focused on our community, not 
the national stage. 
 That doesn’t mean that we are not acutely aware that the President 
of the United States has, for years now, routinely described the media and 
journalists, all of them, as the “enemy of the people” and their stories as 
“fake news.” We’re very aware, especially after a guy walked into the office 
of one of his “enemies” with a shotgun. So, while the President and his sup-
porters’ ongoing verbal attack on the media may not be directly responsible 
for the Capital Gazette attack, it certainly set the stage.
 In the verbal attacks against the media, there’s no parsing of which 
media is the enemy or which news accounts are fake, they all are. How can 
anyone take such broad accusations seriously? All? This overbroad brush 
is having an effect on news gathering around the world.
 It’s become dangerous to be a journalist in today’s world. The Com-
mittee to Protect Journalists documented 262 cases of journalists who 
were imprisoned for their work in 2017. The usual authoritarian regimes 
like Russia, Turkey, China & Venezuela are expected. But there is growing 
hostility toward journalists in countries that are traditionally open with free-
dom of the press. Sometimes in the name of national security, sometimes 
after uncovering government corruption, sometimes because they write 
things the government prefers hidden. 
 Like it or not, the United States has an influence on the rest of the 
world. Our President attacking the news media gives implicit approval to 
repressive regimes to do the same and they are. The term “fake news,” 
used liberally by our President, is now used worldwide to silence journal-
ists, mislead citizens and attack political opponents. It’s given permission 
to thugs around the world to silence media watchdogs who inform their 
communities. Don’t like what is written? Just call it “fake news.”
 Here in the United States, people have heard the “enemy of the 
people” and “fake news” attacks and severely narrowed their news sourc-
es, further limiting the views they read or hear about. They’ve even brought 
this hostility toward the media to their community newspapers. 
 Right here on our little Island, we are the recipient of nasty phone 
calls, profane anonymous letters and social media attacks by those who 
don’t like what we’ve written. We’ve even had a few that were angry that 
we didn’t slant a story one way or another - it was too neutral. It’s all part of 
being in the newspaper business in 2018.
 We strive for truth & accuracy, without slant or spin in our news 
articles. If we print something that is wrong, we gladly correct it if shown 
that we got it wrong. But we rarely get requests to correct errors, because 
mostly these angry people are mad that we printed the facts and it doesn’t 
make them look good or line up with their own personal slant or spin. 
 Local newspapers are the ones that cover the important events in 
your community. Your town council meetings, your fundraisers, your school 
plays, your local stories. Without a community newspaper, residents and 
visitors don’t know about those things. Local governments would oper-
ate without community oversight, fundraisers have fewer attendees, local 
businesses struggle to attract customers, and nobody would ask the hard 
questions, dig for more information or hold officials to account. We attend 
many meetings where newspaper reporters are the only members of the 
public in attendance. Without newspapers, most would have no idea what 
their government was doing.
 Today, our front page masthead includes a quote from a Capital 
Gazette reporter responding to the thousands of questions about what 
they’d do about their daily paper after losing so many staff and their news-
room. Reporter Chase Cook tweeted, “I can tell you this: We are putting 
out a damn paper tomorrow.” We are printing that quote on our masthead 
today, along with other newspapers across the country, in tribute to the 
slain journalists and the ones that rallied afterwards and “put out a damn 
paper.” 
 Journalism is not dead, it’s alive and well, especially communi-
ty journalism. Journalism will survive the current war against the media. 
Whether it’s a big daily or a small Island newspaper, community journalism 
is all about providing dependable, local information on issues readers care 
about in their community.

Missy Layfield
Editor
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Water Woes Continue
Cyanobacteria Moves Downriver, Cont’d from pg.1

It is not at the same intensity as 
upriver, but it is affecting the salinity 
tolerance in a greater volume of 
water, by pushing freshwater further 
out into the system, and carrying 
the cyanobacteria toxins with it, so 
that is a problem. Last week, about 
80% of the Caloosahatchee had an 
algae issue; this week, that is now 
almost 100%. Fortunately, the Army 

Corps stopped Lake Okeechobee 
releases to the Caloosahatchee 
roughly one week ago, though they 
are almost certain to resume them, 
perhaps as early as this week.”
 Even with the lake release 
temporarily at a halt, “our own 
Caloosahatchee watershed still 
drains 4,000 to 6,000 cubic-feet-
per-second,” explained Wessel. 

“That alone is one to one-and-a-
third over the natural watershed 
threshold. Every week, there is a 
conference call between the major 
players and scientific community, 
with the Army Corps asking us 
for recommendations on how to 
resume moving Lake Okeechobee 
releases, as obviously it is rising 
without discharges into the 

Caloosahatchee and Saint Lucie 
Rivers. Since the Southwest Florida 
Water Management District and 
Army Corps asked, with hardly any 
water going south, I had one, but I 
am not sure they liked it!”

NO DOWNSIDE

 Wessel stated that there 
are 488,000 acres south of Lake 
Okeechobee that private farming 
corporations use for products like 
sugar cane, “with none in populated 
communities, so we won’t drown 
any cities, like Clewiston. That 
total area is in fact larger than 
the lake at 470,000 acres! If you 
are really smart, release the lake 
with all its algae there rather than 
contaminating our estuaries. We 
are providing private companies 
with perfect flood control and 
irrigation, while the rest of the 
system – meaning the public – 
suffers under an emergency order. 
You will put the water on top of crop 
land, where evaporation and plants 
will absorb it and the contaminants, 
and the algae may not even be 
harmful, rather than polluting the 
estuaries, where they can’t handle 
any additional water and we don’t 
want it, so there is absolutely no 
downside.”
 She emphasized that, 
“nobody else gets that break! If you 
have excess water in your yard, and 
you pump it onto your neighbor’s, 
Code Enforcement is all over you, 
but the Water Management District 
allows these private property 
owners to ship their excess 
water onto taxpayer-supported 
infrastructures and areas, taking 
up to 80% of the available water 
storage that we could use for lake 

Photo of cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) in a SE Cape Coral canal taken this week by Joe B. Courtesy of Calusa Waterkeeper.
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releases, as well as backflowing 
their water by gravity into the lake, 
when you and I don’t get that 
relief, but they do because they 
line the pockets of politicians with 
campaign contributions. We treat 
the public so poorly, while bending 
over backwards to support private 
crop producers, so the time is long 
past due to share the harm, by 
putting more water on that crop 
land, where it would have a much 
less harmful effect, as we all have a 
role to play in this emergency.”
 Wessel explained, “You 
don’t get any immediate reaction 
during these calls, with any 
decisions taking at least a few 
days, so I cannot say if they had 
any reaction. What I proposed, 
however, was the first time anyone 
ever made a correlation to the 
amount of available acres to the 
south of Lake Okeechobee in 
relation to the lake’s actual size.” 

$2 TRILLION REASONS

 “We got here today 
because we continue to practice 
19th century flood control in a 21st 
century reality. When you ignore an 
obvious solution like this, in favor 
of releasing algae-laden water into 
the estuaries, where the freshwater 
rides atop the saltwater in layers, 
you kill all the oxygen that cannot 
move between the layers, meaning 
anything alive on the river bottom 
dies. If you don’t believe me, try 
living without oxygen!” 
 Everyone agrees that water 
is Florida’s most valuable resource, 
Wessel stated, “As people come 
here to fish, boat, vacation and go 
to the beach; not to see sugar cane. 
We all appreciate food production, 
but everything has its time and 
place, and never at the detriment 
to the public. If you want to retain 
these acres for agriculture, then 
plant the sugar cane that grows 
in wet conditions, switch to rice, 
or implement hydroponics that 
achieves both purposes.”
 Wessel said, “Sanibel 
Causeway tolls are down, as is the 
beach parking revenue, so there 
is already an economic impact to 
our area. There are 19 counties in 
the greater Everglades watershed, 
with 146 cities that compose 55% 
of Florida’s real estate value, with 
a total economic impact exceeding 
$2 trillion, so when revenue goes 
down, it affects everyone, so do 
we really want to risk all that? And 
these figures do not include the 
potentially devastating impact to 
public health.”

IT’S ALWAYS BEEN THAT 
WAY

 In reviewing water quality 
a week ago, Calusa Waterkeeper 
John Cassani stated the more 
he is around our water crisis, 
the less sure he is that this is an 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
issue, but rather a 
political problem. 
Wessel agreed, 
saying, “We have 
said that all along, 
in slightly different 
ways! It all comes 
down to political 
will, whether that 
is in building 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
or allocating 
resources or 
d e v e l o p i n g 
potential solutions, 

and every one of 
those is a political 

decision, so you can never 
disconnect politics from the 
environment.”
 Wessel felt the best 
news this week was President 
Trump authorizing the Office of 
Management & Budget to devise 
EAA Reservoir funding, “That is 
absolutely a political decision, along 
with an environmental one! It is also 
why Florida is one of the nation’s 
leading states in lawsuits. When 
74% of Florida voters approved 

Amendment #1 in 2014, to protect 
and preserve the environment, and 
the Legislature ignores that, the only 
recourse is to go to court and have 
a judge tell them they need to do 
what is right, so until that happens 
and these courses of action 

become legal, everything remains 
political! This is why it is crucial that 
news outlets like you do not stick 
your collective heads in the oven 
over this depressing information; 
because we need you to help us to 
spread the word!” 

Water Woes Continue
Cyanobacteria Moves Downriver, Cont’d from previous page

Another SW Cape Coral canal view. Photo by Jennifer P. Courtesy of Calusa Waterkeeper.

Map showing cyanobacteria sightings in Cape Coral canals this 
week. Courtesy of Cape Coral.
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beginning. While this is ongoing, 
the Town of Fort Myers Beach 
is working with Joe to provide a 
Historic Structure Designation, so 
we can obtain the necessary Code 
variances, to eventually place it 
in harmony on the site, without 
having to raise it up 18 feet in 
accordance with current hurricane 
reconstruction requirements. Matt 
Noble, the former Principal Planner 
for the Town, is helping us with this, 
as he is a consultant for Joe and the 
EIHS, to ensure we do this right.”
 Orlandini pledged to the 
Historic Society that he would 
restore the cottage to its original 
condition, Russ related, “and we 
are very happy about that!” The 
cottage, formerly at 3360 Estero 
Boulevard, is one of the most 

iconic on Fort Myers Beach, but its 
property became the site for two 
newly constructed homes. Orlandini 
preserved the building, that is the 
photograph on the EIHS literature, 
by placing it on a flatbed truck and 
moving it to a safe location during 
that surreal Sunday night move. 
 Russ stated that, while 
waiting for the new lease to work 
its way through channels, “Joe and 
his crew have stripped the wood 
down off the original cottage, and 
removed the windows, basically 
taking it down to its studs; to use 
an automobile metaphor, it is like 
a restored car with its wheels off! 
Joe intends to refurbish it to the 
1921 time period, complete with 
bathroom and lighting fixtures, 
and that is wonderful, as it will be 

an example of what a Fort Myers 
Beach cottage in the first quarter 
of the 20th Century was like. There 
is still quite a bit of work to do, 
however, but we have plenty of 
time.”

FOCAL POINT

 “This is one of the best-
known cottages on the island,” 
Orlandini explained last year. “The 
Historic Society, along with Matt 
Noble when he was still with the 
Town, approached me when we 
were getting ready to redevelop 
that site, and that was the first I 
learned of its historic significance. 
I determined pretty quickly that 
I wanted to be a part of the effort 
to somehow preserve it. We are 
cleaning up the cottage’s exterior 
and interior, to rehabilitate it 
to its pristine condition. Most 

of the restoration will be from 
donations from myself and other 
area businesses. This is a great 
opportunity to create an attraction 
and have something special for 
people to visit, as a focal point, to 
show how we can all work together 
to preserve our unique island 
character.”
 Before the cottage can 
eventually relocate to its new 
home, there must be engineering 
and foundation work on site, along 
with the appropriate Town permits, 
so that the EIHS can place it on 
the same level as the two current 
cottages. “We will put it on the exact 
same deck, to form a three-cottage 
village,” Russ explained.
 In addition to the relocated 
cottage, the new EIHS lease will 
contain enough additional property 
for the Friends of the Matanzas 
Pass Preserve to erect a new tiki 

Historic Cottage Update
“Patience is a Virtue”  Cont’d from pg.1

On the move the night of June 18, 2017. Photo by Sandy Sandness.

The historic cottage today, with the exterior prepped for painting. 
Photo by Joe Orlandini.
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hut, to use as an orientation 
location for their nature and 
education programs. “We hoped 
in these negotiations to acquire 
enough property to perhaps 
have room for future cottages,” 
Russ related, “but that is not in 
the cards right now. What I am 
learning throughout this entire 
process, however, is that this can 
always change in the future.”

COMPLICATED SITUATION

 The cottage will become 
the property of the EIHS. “Lee 
County leases the site to the EIHS 
for $1-a-year, so it is basically a 
donation,” Russ said. “Reworking 
the lease was square one, to 
determine who owned what, and 
what we had, and what we needed 
to make this work, and now that it 
is all coming together, so we are 
tickled to death with the result. It is 
a complicated situation, because 
the land technically belongs to 
the Lee County School Board, as 
sort-of the backyard for the Beach 
Elementary School, but Lee 
County through its Department of 
Parks & Recreation manages it 
through an Interlocal Agreement, 
under the general overview of 
the Lee County Commissioners. 
We actually began the process 
by making the request to the 
School Board, but they passed it 
on to the County Commissioners, 
who turned us down the first 
time, because they were still 
hopeful the land might become 
the eventual site for the former 
Audrey Hepburn cottage from 
Boca Grande, but when that fell 
through, everyone went back to 
the drawing board.”
 District 3 Commissioner 
and former Fort Myers Beach 
Mayor Larry Kiker was very 
supportive throughout this entire 
process, Russ reported. “He 
got us together with Lee County 
Parks & Recreation Director 
Jesse Lavender, who kept the 
new lease process moving 
forward, to include both the 
cottage and tiki hut. A crucial 
part is that the land for these two 
additional structures could not be 
on the Matanzas Pass Preserve 
property, because that would 
require an entire new land use 
covenant, due to Conservation 
20/20 regulations, and that would 
be far too complicated and time 
consuming, so it is easier to work 
through Lee County.”
 While the process has 
taken over a year already, with 
work yet to be done, Russ is 
not discouraged. “So many 
times throughout all this, I heard 
that this cannot be done, then 
someone found a way to keep 
it moving, so while progress is 
slow, there is progress! Whenever 
I reached a ‘no,’ I thought, ‘there 
has to be another way,’ and there 
was, so you learn to just keep at 
it! My hat is off to Joe Orlandini 
and Commissioner Kiker and 
Director Lavender, who often 
found himself between a rock 
and a hard place, and recently 
retired Beach Elementary School 
Principal Jeff Dobbins, as they 
were and are all huge supporters 
of our effort to make this happen.”

OUR INITIAL 
“BUILDING BOOM”

 The wheels of government 
turn exceedingly slowly, Russ 
related, “so we just have to be 

patient with the process, because 
we are moving ahead. The ultimate 
lesson for me in all this is that, 
while government moves slow, if 
you have enough patience and 
perseverance, then everything 
eventually pays off! We are very, 
very excited about this cottage 
relocating to the EIHS site, as it 
will be a perfect representation 
of a Fort Myers Beach cottage 
from the first quarter of the 20th 
century.”
 While the EIHS has some 
basic information on the cottage, 
it is still in need of specifics. 
“Our crack team of historical 
investigators, AJ Bassett and 
Fran Santini, are working on this,” 
Russ explained, “including trying 
to determine the architect, so 
if you have any specific details 
on the cottage, please contact 
the EIHS. We feel it was built 
between 1918 to 1921, and more 
likely in 1921, as that was when 
the original bridge to the island 
was complete, and that resulted in 
our initial ‘Building Boom!’ It is no 
coincidence that the Cotton Shop 

building, which will remain a part 
of the new Margaritaville Resort 
complex, went up that year, with 
The Mound House restored to that 
era. 1921 saw the construction of 
the GulfShore Restaurant, along 
with some of our best-known 
buildings that no longer exist, like 
the former Commodore Hotel and 
the old casino.”
 As to when the cottage’s 
restoration will be done, and it can 
finally move to its forever home 
near Matanzas Pass Preserve, 
“I have no idea,” Russ bellowed 
with a hearty laugh! “They say 
patience is a virtue, but no one has 
ever called me a virtuous man! I 
have been involved with this long 
enough now to know that when it 
finally happens, it will happen. It 
has for sure been a long, tedious, 
and difficult path just to get 
this far, but when it does come 
through, I will be forever grateful 
to the powers-that-be, that came 
together to deliver this wonderful 
community treasure!”

Historic Cottage Update
“Patience is a Virtue”  Cont’d from pg.12

Cottage interior stripped to studs, showing supports 
put in place for moving the cottage. 

Photo by Joe Orlandini.
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...and more!

We’re a local independent insurance agency dedicated 
to protecting all of your Florida possessions. No need to 

worry - we’ve got you covered!
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Each week Around & About features 
community announcements and 
events held by charitable and non-
profit organizations that are open to 
everyone. Check the events listed 
here and pick up a copy of SAND 
LIFE entertainment magazine! 

COOL POOL FUN
The Fort Myers Beach Community 
Pool is open 7 days a week from 
10am-6pm. Located at 2600 Oak 
Street, near the Beach Library, the 
pool is a great place to cool off on 
hot summer days for a nominal 
fee. The pool offers 7,000 square 
feet of cool, clear water, a lap pool 
with accessible lift, a shallow family 
pool with play structure and plenty 
of shade. A Water Aerobics class is 
held every MO, WE & FR at 9am. 
Entry fees: For Bay Oaks members 
(all Island residents are eligible for 
free Bay Oaks membership) $4/
adult Bay Oaks members; $2/child; 
Non-members: $7/adult; $5/child. 
239-463-5759.

ART GALLERY
The Fort Myers Beach Art 
Association Gallery is located at 
the corner of Donora and Shell 
Mound. (3030 Shell Mound Blvd.) 
The Summer Art Show is currently 
on display. Free admission. Gallery 

Hours: WE & TH 9am-noon. 239-
463-3909. www.fortmyersbeachart.
com.

SWIM LESSONS
Summer is swim lesson time. The 
Beach pool offers lessons for just 
$20 thanks to the support of the 
Beach Kiwanis Club’s “Every Child 
a Swimmer” program. All classes 
are 30-minutes for 8 sessions. The 
next weekday lessons, Monday – 
Thursday, will be July 16-26. Start 
times 8:15am-9:15am. The next 
Sunday lessons will be held July 
29 – Sept 23. Start times 11am-
12noon. For more information and 
class times call the pool 239-463-
5759.

WILD COFFEE DUO 
CONCERT 
Sanibel’s Wild Coffee Duo will 
perform “Back in Time: A Musical 
Retrospective of a Century Ago” on 
TH July 19 at 7pm at Shell Point 
Grand Cypress Room. 1918 saw 
the end of World War I and the 
birth of Leonard Bernstein. Now 
100 years later, audiences will 
celebrate music from this milestone 
year including popular songs such 
as I’m Always Chasing Rainbows 
and selections from West Side 
Story. Tickets $20 at shellpoint.
org/summer or by calling 239-454-
2067. 

SOCIAL SENIORS GAME DAY
Bay Oaks Social Seniors invite 
residents and visitors to join them 
for Game Day on MO and FR 
starting at 10:30am. Game Day 
includes Mahjongg, Dominoes or 
Cards. For more information call 
Bay Oaks 239-765-4222.

SUNSET CONCERTS
Each Friday and Saturday, free 
Celebration concerts from 5-10pm 
fill Times Square offering an 
entertaining musical backdrop to 
a spectacular sunset. On FR, July 

13, High Tide will play featuring 
their unusual and refreshing take 
on popular music. On SA, July 
14, Remedy will play. Show is 
pet and kid friendly. Stop by and 
enjoy the beach, restaurants, 
street performers, cold beverages 
and a beautiful sunset! Sunset 
Celebrations are sponsored by The 
Times Square Merchant & Event 
Association, The Town of Fort 
Myers Beach and The Beaches of 
Fort Myers & Sanibel.

KIWANIS SCHOLARSHIPS
Last call for Fort Myers Beach 
Kiwanis Club scholarships. 
Students in the 33931 zip code area 
may apply for $2,000 scholarships 
at fortmyersbeachkiwanis.org. 
Applications and all required 
materials must be postmarked by 
July 16. 

ISLAND HOPPER
Save the date for the fifth annual 
Island Hopper Songwriter Fest 
September 21-30. The festival 
features songwriters playing their 
own songs and sharing the back 
story behind every song at a variety 
of tropical venues. The festival 
kicks off on Captiva Island Sept. 
21-23, then moves to downtown 
Fort Myers Sept 24-27 and wraps 
up on Fort Myers Beach Sept 28-
30. The festival lineup of headliners 
and songwriters will be announced 
later this year.

BURGLARY REWARD
Pinchers Tiki Bar at Wyndham 
Garden was robbed on July 1-2 
by someone who pried open a 

door and then picked locks to gain 
access to a safe, escaping with 
an undisclosed amount of cash, 
including server tips. The suspect 
is believed to be 5’8” to 5’ 10”, 225 
lbs. he wore a mask and a Florida 
Gators sweatshirt during the theft. 
Crime Stoppers is offering a $3,000 
reward for those who call in an 
eligible tip plus an anonymous 
donor has added $2,000 for the 
tipster who helps catch the burglar. 
Anyone with information on the 
suspect is asked to call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-780-TIPS. All 
callers remain anonymous. 

HURRICANE 
RE-ENTRY PASSES
Fort Myers Beach residents and 
businesses may obtain a hurricane 
re-entry pass at Town Hall. In the 
event of an evacuation, passes may 
be required to re-enter the island. 
If you have a Purple (resident) or 
Yellow (business) pass, they are 
valid for the 2018 season. If you 
do not already have one of those, 
pick up an application at Town 
Hall or online at The Town of Fort 
Myers Beach website: Emergency 
Preparedness. Applicants will need 
to provide photo I.D. and proof of 
residency. For details on what proof 
is needed, call 239-765-0202 or see 
website. Passes will not be mailed 
this year, so stop in Town Hall to get 
yours!

PROTECT OUR TURTLES
Turtle nesting season is May - 
October. Hatching season is right 
around the corner. Beachfront 
homeowners are asked to do their 

A Publ ic at ion of FortMyersBe ach .ne ws
A Daily Guide to Fun on the Beach

F R E EJuly 2018
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part to protect our nesting and 
newly hatched turtles. Turtles are 
disoriented by lights shining on the 
beach. Shield your outdoor lights 
or replace the bulbs with Amber 
LED bulbs. Find lights at: bit.ly/
turtlelites. If you walk on the beach 
at night, DO NOT use a flashlight 
or your cell phone light! Close the 
drapes at 9pm to prevent light from 
shining on the beach. Remove 
or stack beach furniture close to 
the building. Remove all beach 
litter. Fill in all holes you dig on the 
beach. Your actions can mean life 
or death to endangered sea turtles. 
For more information on sea turtles 
visit TurtleTime.org.

RECYCLE SMART
Lee County Solid Waste urges 
Island residents to be sure they are 
putting ONLY approved items into 
their recycling bins. Putting non-
approved items in the bin can result 
in the entire truckload of recycling 
going to the trash. The ONLY 
things that can be recycled are: 
non-coated paper (no waxed drink 
cups), metal cans, plastic container 
with a #1-#7 on them, glass bottles/
jars, cardboard. Avoid ‘wish”cycling 
– putting items in that you wish 
could be recycled. Learn more at 
bit.ly/FMBrecycle

BEACH LIBRARY
The Fort Myers Beach Library is 
a great place to visit. Browse the 
library’s many collections, use the 
computers, visit the Friends Used 
Bookstore or the artwork on the 3rd 

floor. The Library is open MO-FR 
9am-5pm and SA 9am-1pm. 239-
765-8162. Upcoming programs 
include:

SA July 14, 10:30am, Learn 
Spanish, pre-register
TU July 17, 10:30am, Book 
Discussion ‘American Wife’ by 
Curtis Sittenfeld
TH July 19, 10:30am, Learn 
Spanish, pre-register
FR July 20, 10:30am, Gems of the 
Sea, pre-register
SA July 21, 10:30am, Learn 
Spanish, pre-register

MOUND HOUSE
The oldest standing structure on 
Fort Myers Beach with a historical 
museum inside and beautiful 
grounds outside including an 
observation pier, kayak launch and 
amazing back bay views. Grounds 
open sunrise to sunset. Museum 
is open TU, WE & SA from 9am-
4pm. Located at 451 Connecticut 
St. with overflow parking at 216 
Connecticut. Call for exact times 
on kayak tours, costs, reservations 
and additional information. 239-
765-0865. Upcoming programs 
include:
SA July 14–10am Exploring 
Archeology; 11am & 2pm – Shell 
Mound Tour; 1pm – Guided Tour
TU July 17 – 9am – Beach Walk at 
Newton Park; 10am- Garden Tour; 
11am & 2pm - Shell Mound Tour; 
1pm – Guided Tour 
WE July 18 – 10am – Cool Calusa 
Tools; 11am & 2pm – Shell Mound 

FORT MYERS BEACH
NESTS...................       51
FALSE CRAWLS...      115
HATCHED............. 0

BONITA SPRINGS
NESTS..................      152
FALSE CRAWLS..       129 
HATCHED .............        0

Tour; 1pm – Guided Tour

CAN YOU HELP ID THIS MAN?

On July 8, 2018 at 8am, the Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) 
found a deceased man floating in 
the water near Matanzas Pass. 
The death does not appear to be 
suspicious. They have been unable 
to identify the man. The white man 
is believed to be about 50 years 
of age, 265 pounds and 5’5” in 
height. He has brown or hazel eyes 
and was wearing a grey/black/red 
bathing suit, a grey t-shirt and red/
black/white Nike sneakers.
If anyone recognizes this individual 
or has any related information, 

please call the LCSO Major Crimes 
Unit at 239-477-1000 or 239-477-
1050 or call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-780-TIPS (8477). All callers 
to Crime Stoppers will remain 
anonymous.

Tips may also be made online at 
wwwsouthwestfloridacrimestopper
s.com or by submitting a tip on the 
P3Tips mobile app.

GOVERNMENT MEETINGS 
Tuesday, 7/17 9:00am Town Public Safety Board
Thursday, 7/19 9:00am Town Bay Oaks Board

 All meetings take place in Town Hall, 2525 Estero Blvd, Fort Myers 
Beach unless otherwise noted. Meeting times are accurate as of press time. 
Town meetings can be confirmed at fmbgov.com.

BEACH BARBEACH BARTHE

Sunny Beaches & Cold Beer!

Ft. Myers Beach

1668 I Street
Ft. Myers Beach
239-765-6102

Mon-Fri 11am to Sunset
St & Sun 10am to Sunset
Live Music Weekends

1pm to 5pm
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SHOP LOCAL - BUY LOCAL!
SUPPORT OUR ISLAND BUSINESSES!

Ostego Bay Summer Camps
Loggerheads, Tiger Sharks & Sea Stars, Oh My!

By Gary Mooney
gary@fortmyersbeach.news

 “Ladies, gentlemen, boys, 
girls, children and creatures,” called 
Cherie Sukovich to the 10 children 
in the Ostego Bay Marine Science 
Center Summer Camp for July 9 
through 13. “I guess that includes 

just about everyone!”
 Cherie, who teaches at 
South Fort Myers High School, is 
now in her 12th year as the director 
for the Marine Science Center 
Summer Camps. “I have been 
doing this for so long now that my 
volunteer assistant is my daughter, 
Jaime! She was a former Marine 

Science Summer Camper herself, 
whose first one was when she was 
just five years old. Since she has 
the perspective from both sides of 
camp now, she is invaluable and 
makes a real connection to the 
kids. This week, camp is for the 
Sea Stars and Loggerheads, who 
are basically grade school ages. 
Next week is for the Tiger Sharks, 
meaning Middle School and we 
tailor activities to that particular age 
group.”
 The Ostego Bay Marine 
Science Center hosts week-long 
Summer camps throughout June 
and July for ages Kindergarten 
through 16. July 16 to 20 is for 
Tiger Sharks, with the final one 
of the Summer, from July 23 
through 27, again for Sea Stars 
and Loggerheads. Sea Stars 
are children who completed 
Kindergarten through 3rd Grade, 
Loggerheads are 4th through 6th 
Grade, and Tiger Sharks are Grade 
6 & up, with a maximum of 20 
campers per session.

FUN & EDUCATIONAL

 Campers explore the barrier 
islands and Estero Bay through field 
and beach trips, to introduce kids to 
seagrasses, plankton populations, 

mangroves and bird nesting areas. 
“All of our professional staff are 
State Certified Teachers through the 
Florida Department of Education, 
who undergo background checks 
and have first aid training,” said 
Marine Science Center President 
Joanne Semmer, adding, “A 
few are even ‘Golden Coconut’ 
Winners, the highest recognition 
afforded instructors at the Beach 
Elementary School. Our Summer 
Camps are truly educational, and 
not just a baby-sitting experience 
like many others, though we pack 
them with fun!”
 Field trip locations include 
Lovers Key State Park, Newton 
Beach Park, Bowditch Point Park, 
Fort Myers Beach Community Pool, 
Matanzas Pass Preserve and the 
back bay, with Tiger Sharks enjoying 
a deep sea fishing adventure! “We 
travel to all field trips on the Fort 
Myers Beach Trolley,” said Cherie. 
“It teaches the kids about public 
transportation, while practicing 
patience, as even in the off-season, 
it can take us a little longer than 
usual to make our way around the 
island.” 
 Campers on the day the 
Sand Paper visited, were enjoying 
science and beach activities at 
Newton Park, right on Fort Myers 

The Ostego Bay Marine Science Center Summer Campers on July 11, 2018.
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S U M M E R  S AV I N G S  O P P O R T U N I T Y
Take $100K Off Any Available  

Residence At Grandview

5 8  S T U N N I N G  R E S I D E N C E S
F R O M  T H E  $ 9 0 0 s *

S A L E S  C E N T E R  O PE N  DA I LY

GrandviewBayBeach.com   l   2 3 9 - 3 07- 0 2 1 1

P R I V A T E  L A B E L  L I V I N G

D E V E L O P E D  B Y

Elevated Waterfront  Living  
in South  Fort Myers Beach
Relax without restrictions. Explore without limits. And reach new heights in 

uncommon luxury. With panoramic views of Estero Bay and the Gulf of Mexico, 

Grandview at Bay Beach invites you to enjoy life’s greatest achievements.

Spacious, open-concept residences range from 2,400 

to 2,900 square feet with three or four bedrooms, 

dens, three or three and a half bathrooms, and private 

elevator access. Reserve your residence today.

A M E N I T I E S  I N C L U D E :
O    Vibrant Club & Social Room with  

Catering Kitchen

O    Resort-Style Pool & Spa

O    Fitness Center & Yoga Studio

O    Four Lighted Tennis Courts

O    Walking/Jogging Paths Adjacent to an 
Expansive, Private Open Space

* ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING 
REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE 
TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED 
BY  A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. TERMS AND CONDITIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Beach. “We spent yesterday at 
Bowditch Point Park,” recalled 
Cherie. “While there, we found 
every type of critter, like sea horses 
and all kinds of sports fish and 
tons of sand dollars; you name it 
and we found it! It is important for 
the children to learn first-hand the 
importance of the estuary.”
 Many of the kids were 
already looking forward to 
Thursday, when they would go on a 
pontoon boat ride that the Fish-Tale 
Marina always donates. “Al Durrett 
is so generous to us; he is a Camp 
patron from the very beginning.” 
Cherie explained. “He provides 
the boat at no charge; all we do is 
pay for the gasoline. This ends up 
being the highlight of the week for 
many campers, so we cannot thank 
him enough. Each week on Friday, 
Camp hosts a Graduation Lunch 
in which we invite the parents to 
join us, then we venture to the Fort 

Myers Beach Community Pool, 
because what would a Summer 
Camp be without a pool day. Camp 
then concludes with a slide show, 
where parents join us again, to 
see snippets from our activities 
throughout the week.”
 Jaime backs up her Mom 
about the pontoon boat. “That was 
and still is my favorite part,” she said 
with a broad smile! “I love the sea 
grasses, and seeing animals like 
the spider crab, sting rays, dolphins 
and manatee. It is especially fun 
when we cruise under the bridge 
and see all the bats chirping away!”

IN THE NEWSPAPER

 There were ten children in 
the session we joined, from age 6 
to 12. Cooper, age 9, “enjoys the 
beach because we find so many fun 
things.” Matthew, 6, and Crosby, 7, 
both like using the casting net, “to 
catch a lot of fish, then discover 
what we caught.” Eli, age 11, 
agreed, especially “catching the 
crabs and bait fish.” For James, 
8, it is much simpler – “spending 
time with my friends!” Kristina, 10, 
combines two things: “Going to the 
beach while making new friends!” 
Haven, also 10, found the field trip 
to Lovers Key the best part. Laura, 
age 12, going on 13, favored the 
pinch bucket, “to catch blue crabs,” 
while Sophie, 9, had a similar 
theme – “having the crabs be all 
over me!” Jahlil, age 6, offered the 
most unique answer: “Meeting you,” 
he said to this reporter, “because 
you will write about the fun we are 
having in the newspaper!” 
 Camp staff constantly 
monitors weather conditions to 
ensure the safety of the children; in 
inclement weather, they substitute 
indoor activities. Sunscreens and 
fluids are important with consistent 
reminders, considering that the 
kids are out in the hot Southwest 

Florida sun for most of the day. 
“Make sure you get sunscreen all 
around your neck area, and don’t 
forget the back of your knees; put 
it on real good, please,” cautioned 

Cherie and Jaime. “For those of 
you with sensitive skin, pull down 
the long sleeves of your shirt. The 
faster you do this, the faster we go 
down by the water.”
 “Sunscreen is so important 
these days,” reinforced Cherie. “It 
is not at all like when I was a child, 
when we covered ourselves in Baby 
Oil, to literally fry our skin out on the 
beach, so thankfully we now know 
better! We ensure the kids hydrate 
all day, as in this heat, water is 
crucial for their safety. It is my job 
to make sure all the children stay 
safe, while teaching them valuable 
lessons and having a lot of fun, all 
at the same time.”
 Camp registration includes 
a reusable water bottle, long-
sleeve sunshirt the kids need to 
wear daily, sunscreen, and on 
Friday, to celebrate the conclusion 

of camp, drinks, snacks and lunch. 
Since water activities are of a prime 
importance, with a water event each 
day, campers must wear a bathing 
suit daily. They should bring from 

home a towel, change of clothes in 
a ziplock bag, comfortable shoes, 
water shoes, a lunch that does not 
require heating, plenty of fluids to 
drink for hydration, and a backpack 
to transport their belongings.
 Drop off and pickup are at 
the Ostego Bay Marine Science 
Center at 718 Fisherman’s Wharf, 
on San Carlos Island, under the 
Matanzas Pass Bridge, near 
Doc Ford’s and Bonita Bill’s 
Restaurants, with plenty of parking 
under the bridge or at Bonita Bill’s. 
Camps run Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., for $275-per-
child, that includes all materials; 
unfortunately, there is no before 
or after care available. For more 
information or an application, 
call 239-765-8101 or see www.
OstegoBay.org.

Ostego Bay Summer Camps, Cont’d from prev.pg.

Jaime makes sure Summer Campers wear 
plenty of sunscreen.

Marine Science Center Summer Campers enjoy their lunch out of the heat of the Summer sun.
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 Seafood
 Steaks
 Cocktails
 Lunch
 Dinner
 Beachside
  Sandwiches

piersidegrill.com  |  Open Daily 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.  |  Next to the Public Pier

ON FORT MYERS BEACH

WHAT THE HECK?!?

 A large construction company sent out a party in charge of 
finding workers all over the world, and delivering them in very dis-
tant, rural areas. They successfully hired a dozen men and decided 
to fly them back to the remote construction site immediately.
 The men were very excited and could only speak of doing 
the job.
 Suddenly the pilot flying the plane encountered some diffi-
culties and very safely landed the plane in the middle of the desert.
 Unknowingly to the men they thought they’d reached the 
site, so they opened the door. Alas, all they could see was sand all 
around them.
 Then one of the men shouted out in fear, “Let`s get the heck 
out of here before the cement comes!”



Page 21The Island Sand Paper              FortMyersBeach.newsJuly 13th, 2018

 WHAT IS COMMUNITY COMICS
Each week I draw a cartoon and put it up on my FB page (Mark List) on Saturday morning, and ask all my FB friends 
to contribute captions for the cartoon. I also ask that everyone vote for the ones they think are the funniest. The ones 

with the most Likes by Wednesday get printed in the funnies pages that week. We do it simply for the fun of it.

“Mama toad me not to come...”
Bill Veach

“Jeremiah was a bullfrog”
Jon Barnard
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www.FishTaleDining.com

LOCAL’S NIGHT

EVERY WEDNESDAY
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Half - Priced Drinks
$6 Marina Bites

Fish-Tale Marina
Behind Santini Marina Plaza

7225 Estero Boulevard
(239) 747-6500

 Georgiann Stenerson, 83, 
of Moorhead, MN and Fort Myers 
Beach, FL, passed away Saturday, 
July 7, 2018 at HealthPark Medical 
Center in Fort Myers, Florida with her 
husband Robert, son John, and Pas-
tor Rusty at her side. 
 Georgiann was born in the 
family home in Moorhead, MN on 
August 21,1934 to Leslie and Syl-
via (Smith) Nelson. She graduated 
from Moorhead High School. Georgi-
ann was united in Marriage to Rob-
ert Stenerson on August 12, 1955 at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Moorhead. 
Since then, Bob has affectionately 
called her “Honeybee”. Together they 
raised their 4 children, Julie, John, 
Jay and Leslie.
 Georgiann worked all her life 
as a volunteer in the service of her 
community. Georgiann was actively 
involved in politics. Her accomplish-
ments include: serving the State of 
Minnesota as an appointed mem-
ber of the Metropolitan Airport Com-
mission, as Chairperson of the Clay 
County Republican Party and the 7th 
District Republican Party and as Vice 
Chair of the Minnesota State Republi-
can Party.
 Georgiann was an active 
member of three churches, Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Moorhead; Nee 
Gon Nee Lutheran Church, near Roy 
Lake; and St. Peter Lutheran Church, 
Fort Myers Beach. Her faith was the 
cornerstone of her life.
 Upon their retirement in 1997 
Georgiann and her beloved husband 
traveled the world to 73 countries. 
They have taken 66 cruises togeth-
er. Memories and mementos fill their 
homes and lives. They spent every 
summer weekend at the family cot-
tage on Roy Lake, MN, which they 
loved as much as Fort Myers Beach 
where they spent every winter.
 Family was most important to 
Georgiann. She loved hosting holiday 
gatherings in their home and making 
her special Italian Spaghetti which 
everyone loved. She loved watching 

news and current events.
 Georgiann is survived by her 
husband Robert Stenerson; sister 
Marj (Virgil) Froemke; her children, 
Julie Chaffins, Moorhead, MN, John 
(Lori) Stenerson, Audubon, MN, Jay 
(Emy) Stenerson, Sabin, MN, Leslie 
(Becky) Stenerson, Glyndon, MN; 
thirteen grandchildren; and eight 
great-grandchildren. Also by two very 
special nieces, Sylvia “Doonie” Soeth 
and Kay Dahl, and numerous other 
nieces and nephews.
 Georgiann is preceded in 
death by her parents, 4 of her 5 sib-
lings and her grandson Michael Sten-
erson.
 Memorial Gathering: 
Wednesday, July 18, 2018, from 5 - 
7:00 p.m., at Wright Funeral Home, 
Moorhead.
 Memorial Service: Thursday, 
July 19, 2018, at 11a.m., Trinity Lu-
theran Church, Moorhead, MN.
Final resting place: Riverside Ceme-
tery, Moorhead, MN.
 Video tribute and online 
guestbook at www.wrightfuneral.com

Georgiann Stenerson
1934- 2018

10 Home Security Tips for Vacationers
Lee County Sheriff’s Office

 Tis’ the season for bathing 
suits, beaches and summertime 
road trips with family and friends. 
But did you know that while you are 
planning to take advantage of some 
much needed time away, burglars 
are doing a little planning of their 
own? An empty house and a lack of 
preparation to properly secure your 
residence can make your home an 
easy target for thieves who recog-
nize the clues of an absentee home-
owner. Before you hit the road, sail 
the seas or rack up your sky miles, 
the Lee County Sheriff’s Office
encourages you to add this home 
security checklist to your pre-vaca-
tion “things-to-do”:

1). Ask the post office to hold your 
mail. You can sign up for the USPS 
Hold Mail Service by visiting https://
holdmail.usps.com/holdmail.

2). Request a temporary stop of 
your newspaper. Nothing screams 
no one is home as do papers piled 
in your driveway or front porch.

3). Place timers on lights and televi-
sions to make it look like someone 
is home.

4). Stay away from posting your ab-
sence online. Make an agreement 
with family members not to post va-
cation plans and locations on social 
media.

5). Let them know before you go. Let 
a friend, neighbor or relative know 
when you are leaving and when to 
expect you back.

6). Lock it up. Make sure all doors 
and windows are locked and prop-
erly secured.

7). Safe and sound. Put away valu-
able jewelry, cash or anything that 
is easy for a burglar to quickly grab 
and stuff in their clothes.

8). Virtual eyes. Consider installing 
security cameras near vulnerable 
entrances to your home. There are 
many reasonably priced, easy to 
use systems on the market.

9). Remember to set your home 
alarm before leaving.

10). Register online at www.sherif-
fleefl.org to request increased po-
lice patrols in your area while you 
are away. Our V.O.I.C.E. volunteers 
will periodically check your home for 
up to two weeks.

For more information about this 
safety and security tip, or to report 
a fraud or scam, contact the Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office fraud line at 
258-3292. www.SheriffLeeFl.org
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For all tides go to www.saltwatertides.com

Tides • Matanzas Pass • Ft. Myers Beach
Day        High      Tide     Height     Sunrise    Moon Time     % Moon
              /Low      Time       Feet      Sunset                              Visible                   

F    13     High   3:29 AM     1.8    6:44 AM    Rise  7:13 AM      0
      13      Low   5:54 AM     1.7    8:23 PM     Set  9:07 PM
      13     High  12:59 PM     3.7
      13      Low   8:37 PM    -0.6

Sa  14     High   4:10 AM     1.8    6:44 AM    Rise  8:20 AM      0
      14      Low   6:47 AM     1.6    8:23 PM     Set 10:01 PM
      14     High   1:50 PM     3.5
      14      Low   9:22 PM    -0.5

Su  15     High   4:46 AM     1.8    6:45 AM    Rise  9:28 AM      4
      15      Low   7:47 AM     1.6    8:23 PM     Set 10:49 PM
      15     High   2:44 PM     3.4
      15      Low  10:06 PM    -0.2

M   16     High   5:19 AM     2.0    6:45 AM    Rise 10:33 AM      10
      16      Low   8:54 AM     1.5    8:23 PM     Set 11:33 PM
      16     High   3:40 PM     3.2
      16      Low  10:48 PM     0.0

Tu  17     High   5:52 AM     2.1    6:46 AM    Rise 11:35 AM      18
      17      Low  10:10 AM     1.3    8:22 PM
      17     High   4:41 PM     2.8
      17      Low  11:29 PM     0.4

W   18     High   6:28 AM     2.2    6:46 AM     Set 12:13 AM      28
      18      Low  11:34 AM     1.2    8:22 PM    Rise 12:35 PM
      18     High   5:52 PM     2.4

Th  19      Low  12:08 AM     0.7    6:47 AM     Set 12:51 AM      39
      19     High   7:07 AM     2.4    8:22 PM    Rise  1:32 PM
      19      Low   1:04 PM     1.1
      19     High   7:20 PM     2.1

F    20      Low  12:48 AM     1.0    6:47 AM     Set  1:29 AM      49
      20     High   7:50 AM     2.6    8:21 PM    Rise  2:28 PM
      20      Low   2:31 PM     0.9
      20     High   9:06 PM     1.8

B E A C H  C L A S S I F I E D S
A Better Bugman LLC

A Full Service 
Pest Control Company

Residential & Commercial 
MOSQUITO + SPIDERS
CONTROL PROGRAMS

Call Today for 
FREE Estimate.

Phone: 239-454-BUGS(2847)
Fax: 239-415-BUGS(2847)

PEST CONTROL

July Classified Sale!
Sell Your Stuff

FREE ‘FOR SALE’ ad for any item 
valued at less than $100!

BOGO ‘FOR SALE’ ads 
for Items priced over $100

Buy one ad for $20, 
get the second ad free.

Max 300 characters
Max 3 free ads per household

BOGO ads must run in same issue.

Deadline Weds noon
239-463-4461

Info@fortmyersbeach.news

SPEAK UP!
Ask for releases to the Caloosa-
hatchee River to stay below 3,000 
cfs; Send water south and add flow 
monitoring stations between Moore 
Haven lock (S-77 and Franklin Lock 
(S-79).

Governor Rick Scott, 
rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com; 
850-488-7146

FLORIDA SENATORS FOR LEE 
COUNTY:
Lizbeth Benacquisto, 
239-338-2570
Kathleen Passidomo, 
239-417-6205
Denise Grimsley, 
863-386-6016

FLORIDA HOUSE 
REPRESENTATIVES 
FOR LEE COUNTY:
Ray Rodrigues, 239-433-6501
Dane Eagle, 239-772-1291
Heather Fitzenhagen, 
239-533-2440
Matt Caldwell, 239-694-0161

U.S. Senator Bill Nelson, 
202-224-5274
U.S. Senator Marco Rubio, 
202-224-3041
U.S. Representative Francis 
Rooney, 
239-573-5837

ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
(USACE)
Col. Jason Kirk, 
District Commander 
Jason.a.kirk@usace.army.mil

Lt. Col. Jennifer Reynolds, 
Deputy District Commander  
Jennifer.a.reynolds@usace.army.mil

SOUTH FLORIDA WATER 
MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT (SFWMD)
Ernie Marks, Executive Director 
emarks@sfwmd.gov
Federico Fernandez, Governing 
Board Chair fefernan@sfwmd.gov
Rick Barber, Local Governing Board 
Rep  
fbarber@sfwmd.gov
Jaime Weisinger, Local Governing 
Board Rep  jweisinger@sfwmd.gov.

FOR SALE
FOR SALE

Wet/Dry Vac, 16 gal. 
w/blower, good condition $75; 

White Amana Refrig / 
Freezer,  17.8 cu.ft. 

runs great $99; 
New Corona tree pruner, 

w/saw $30; 
Hard-sided, medium, wheeled 
luggage, black , like new $30.  

Call 239-470-3387
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PUZZLE ANSWERS
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Doors open at 1:45 PM.

Beach Theater
America’s Original First Run Food Theater

Christmas in July
Beach Library Launches New Event

By Gary Mooney
gary@fortmyersbeach.news

“‘Christmas in July’ has all the great aspects 
of the holiday, with none of the stress,” said 
Fort Myers Beach Library Director Dr. Leroy 
Hommerding, in discussing the first-ever event 
to be held Wednesday and Thursday, July 25 
& 26. “We live in a time where our nation can 
have such a divide, that we need to celebrate 
the wonderful experience that is the Spirit that is 
Christmas more than once a year, so let’s bring 
that spirit back now in the middle of summer. 
This is a way to come together, minus the 
stress of buying gifts and entertaining relatives 
and spending lots of money, to celebrate the 
goodness in each of us and our community.”
 The Library will host a Christmas Market 
in its parking garage both days from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. “You can buy Christmas wares at garage 
sale prices,” related Dr. Hommerding, “with 
many books available, of course. There will be 
Christmas Cookies baked by the Friends of The 
Library and local residents, with red and green 
punch provided by the Library, and Christmas 
music to set the mood. If you can donate at least 
two dozen cookies, please contact us.”
 Another event that lasts both days is the 
Library Passport Program. “When you enter, 
pick up a passport from the greeter, then visit 
the 8 listed areas, where you get a stamp when 
you complete each activity,” he said. “Return 
your completed passport before you leave, to 
win a gift from the prize wheel, while becoming 
eligible for the Grand Prize drawing, for things 
like a Nook reader, worth over $100, that an 
anonymous donor contributed to us.”  
 There will be a Christmas craft program 
twice-a-day, with a “Seashell Holiday Craft Tree” 
on the 25th at 10:30 a.m. and the “Tomato Cage 
Holiday Craft Tree” at 1:30 p.m. Both occur 
again on the 26th, with the times in reverse 
order. You must register in advance and pay 
the $8 material fee by Thursday, July 19. “This 
is your opportunity to take home two beautiful 
Christmas trees, made by your own creative 
hands,” Dr. Hommerding said. The Library offers 
a Christmas music recital as well with pianist 
Julie Wenger each afternoon at 1 p.m., “where 
we encourage everyone to sing along with the 
carols, then at 2:30 we show the appropriately-

named vintage movie, ‘Christmas in July!’ We 
hope everyone dresses in red and green and 
wears your Santa hat and Christmas sweaters. 
I will be easy to recognize, in my Santa 
suspenders!”
 Staff will decorate the Library in its 
Christmas finery, “with a beautiful Nativity scene 
with Jesus, Mary & Joseph, with the three Kings 
and shepherds. Each passport station will have 
its own Christmas tree, complete with red, blue 
and clear lights, to combine Christmas with 
the patriotism associated with the recently-
completed Fourth of July. You can purchase 
small Christmas trees that are perfect for condos 
and apartments and cottages. Mrs. Claus will 
visit with all the kids, and take photographs with 
her, perhaps for your real family Christmas cards 
for this December.”
 Bay Oaks Summer Camp children will 
participate with “Christmas in July” on the 25th, 
with the Kindergarten through 2nd grade ages 
doing crafts at 10:30 a.m. and the 3rd through 
5th grade group at 2:30 p.m. Everyone can take 
Library tours as well, leaving from the foyer each 
day at 9:30, 11:30 a.m., 2 and 3:30 p.m.

SHARING THE 
HOLIDAY SPIRIT

 While this is the Library’s initial 
“Christmas in July,” Dr. Hommerding feels it 
has unlimited potential for growth in the coming 
years. “I can see this developing into an entire 

island celebration, with shops and restaurants 
and hotels all jumping on board, to market Fort 
Myers Beach in the off-season. Wouldn’t it be 
beautiful to see the entire island lit up each 
evening with lights and Christmas decorations, 
just like it is from mid-December to early 
January? I hope this spreads to other groups, 
like the Fort Myers Beach Art Association or the 
Fort Myers Beach Woman’s Club. Things like 
this always begin as the germ of an idea, that 
starts out small, then grows, and I can easily 
envision this with ‘Christmas in July.’ So far, 
our initial feedback is all positive; after all, who 
doesn’t love Christmas, and who doesn’t enjoy 
feel-good community activities!”
 Dr. Hommerding already has his first 
event partner, in the adjacent “Heart of The 
Island” neighborhood. “We will decorate the 
Myerside Resort from July 24 through 27,” said 
co-owner, Beverley Milligan. “We will have a 
snowman and holiday lights on the palm trees! 
This is a perfect way to release your inner child, 
during the offseason when we actually have 
time to enjoy ourselves. I completely agree with 
Dr. Hommerding that ‘Christmas in July’ can be 
an island-wide celebration, where perhaps the 
Bay Oaks Recreational Center hosts a Holiday 
dinner, and there is a ‘New Year’s Eve in July’ 
to end the festivities, with perhaps Tourist 
Development Council funds helping to pay for 
some of the events.”
 The Library needs volunteers on 
Tuesday, July 24, to help set up for the Garage 
Sale and to decorate, with additional volunteers 
to run the passport stations on the 25th & 26th, 
as well as to bake at least 24 Christmas Cookies. 
For more information or to volunteer, go on-line 
at www.fmb.lib.fl.us or call 239-765-8162. The 
Fort Myers Beach Public Library is at 2755 
Estero Boulevard, with hours Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., and closed Sundays and holidays.
 “‘Christmas in July’ is an ideal way to 
celebrate the best of Fort Myers Beach, during 
the middle of the off-season,” concluded Dr. 
Hommerding, “right when we all have the 
opportunity to exhale and really enjoy ourselves, 
each other and our community. We would love 
everyone to come by the Library to experience 
‘Christmas in July’; the only thing we can’t 
guarantee is a White Christmas!”

Dr. Leroy Hommerding,  with the Mrs. Clause outfit over 
his shoulder, holding patriotic Christmas Tree decorations. 

Photo by Gary Mooney.
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CLUB FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

BEACHED WHALE
1249 Estero Blvd

463-5505
MEG ROSE

6-9PM
MEG ROSE

6-9PM TOMMY V6-9PM OBE GONZALEZ
6-9PM

RICH LANCASTER
6-9PM

CASTAWAYS
Santini Marina Plaza

463-4644
WAYWARD SOULS

8-MIDNIGHT
ELECTRIC LIPSTICK

8-MIDNIGHT
ELECTRIC LIPSTICK

8-MIDNIGHT

SHUCKERS / COTTAGE
Gulfshore Grill

765-5440

ROGER YOUNG 4-7PM
STEVE FARST TRIO

9PM-1AM

CHRIS CASDIA 4-7PM
3 CROOKED STEPS

9-1AM

RENEE HOSE 4-7PM
TROUBLEMAKERS

9-1PM

STEVE FARST 4-7
3 CROOKED STEPS 

9PM-1AM

SHEENA BROOK 4-7PM
BAD BANDITOS 

9PM-1AM

CHARLIE MOON 4-7PM
STEVE FARST BAND

9PM-1AM

JOHN HOUSLEY 4-7PM
THE NEW VINYLS 

9PM-1AM

DIXIE FISH CO.
Fisherman’s Wharf

233-8837
MARK WESLEY
5:30PM-9:30PM

SOME LITTLE FISH
5:30PM-9:30PM

GIRL MEETS BOY
4PM

TEQUILA TOM
5:30PM

JEFF LYONS
5:30-8:30PM

BOBBY BLAKEY
5:30PM

DOC FORDS
708 Fishermans Whf.

765-9660
3 CROOKED STEPS

6:30-9:30
KAPO KINGS

6:30PM
DEB & THE DYNAMICS

1-4PM
GIRL MEETS BOY

6:30-9:30PM
KAPO KINGS
6:30-9:30PM

MATANZAS on the BAY
414 Crescent

463-3838
DANIEL D 

5-9PM
SCOTTY BRYAN 12-5PM
MARY WINNER 5-9PM

GREG WATTS 12-5PM
SAILOR LARRY 5-9PM

SCOTTY BRYAN
5-9PM

SAILOR LARRY
5-9PM

PETE BEARD
5-9PM

MARY WINNER
5-9PM

NAUTI PARROT
19001 San Carlos Blvd

314-5667
JENNY 1-5

CJ & FRIENDS 6-10PM
BUBBA LOVE 1-5PM

DVS DUO
5:30-9:30PM

CLIVE LIVE 1-5PM
MIKE O’NEIL 
5:30-9:30PM

BUBBA LOVE  5-9
MUSIC MONDAYS 9-2AM

PETER TAYLOR 1-5PM
FAWNY FROST

5:30-9:30PM

JEFF WHILBY 1-5PM
PHIL OXFORD
5:30-9:30PM

SCOTTY BRYAN 1-5PM
LONZA BARLETT 

5:30-9:30PM

NERVOUS NELLIES
1131 1st St
463-8077

KEVON
6-10PM

KEVON 12-4pm
SHAWN “HUSTLE” 
RUSSELL 6-10PM

SMOKIN BILL 12-4PM
HIGH TIDE 6-10PM

JEFF JOHNSON
6-10

SMOKIN BILL 
6-10PM

MICHAEL ANTOINE
 6-10PM

RaSHIMBA BLOOM
 6-10PM

OUTRIGGER
6200 Estero Blvd

463-3131
ALAN SMALL 

5-8
MEAGAN ROSE & 

SMOKIN’ BILL  2-5PM
PRINCESS &
SMALLTOWN 

2-5PM
MEAGAN ROSE

5-8PM
ENDRE D

5-8PM
TWO HANDS

5-8PM

PARROT KEY
Salty Sam’s Marina 

463-3257
FRANK TORINO 

7-10PM
FRANK TORINO

 7-10PM

PETE’S TIME OUT
Time Square

463-5900
DANNY SHEPARD

 6-10PM
AARON SEYFERTH

6-10PM
JAMES GRAGG 

6-10PM
JAMES GRAGG 

6-10PM

PIERSIDE 
BY TOWN PIER 

765-7800
SHERRIN 1-5

JEFF WHIDBY 6-10
FRANK THOMPSON

1-5      6-10
FRANK THOMPSON 1-5

BILL ZINK 7-10
ANTHONY WAYNE 1-5

GREG WATTS 6-10
BILL ZINK 1-5PM

JEFFREY WHIDBY 6-10
BILL ZINK 1-5PM

MARY WINNER 6-10PM
 BILL ZINK 1-5PM

ANTHONY WAYNE 6-10PM

SALTY CRAB
1154 Estero Blvd

233-8224

ANTHONY WAYNE 12-4
BERNIE HYLAND

4:30-8:30PM
AWESOMESAUCE  1-5PM

AARON SEYFFERTH 6-9PM
JEFF GREENE 

1-5PM

SHARK BAR & GRILL
17979San Carlos Blvd

313-6012
KARRIBEAN GROOVES

6-9PM
DAVID JOHNSON SHOW

6-9PM
RASHIMBA BLOOM 3-6PM
COLLABORATION BAND

7-10PM
GAITLIN GROUP

6-9PM
BRENDA’S KARAOKE

7-10PM

SOBs
Old San Carlos Blvs

463-3474
ANTHONY WAYNE 

6-10PM
DAVE COLLATON  

6-10
LEE HAGAN 

6-10PM
WILL KAISER

6-10
ANTHONY WAYNE

6-10
FRANK THOMPSON

6-10
DAVE COLLATON 

6-10

SUNSET BEACH
FMB TIMES SQUARE

463-1028
BARRY LAWRENCE

8-12PM
JENNY VE 2-5PM

CLIVE LIVE 8-12PM
BARRY LAWRENCE 

1-5PM
CLIVE LIVE

8PM
CLIVE LIVE

8PM
WENDELL RAY

7-10PM

WHO’S PLAYING WHERE
ON AND AROUND THE BEACH 

Who’s Playing Where Page is a free service for current Island Sand Paper Advertisers. ALL LISTINGS ARE SUPPLIED BY THE ADVERTISERS. 
ALL LISTINGS FOR THE MONTH ARE DUE ON THE 15TH OF THE PREVIOUS MONTH TO BE INCLUDED IN THE WHO’S PLAYING WHERE.  

To qualify for listing, venue must have live music scheduled regularly on multiple days per week.   CONTACT SANDY AT 463-4461 TO DISCUSS ADVERTISING OPTIONS!
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Live Music  •  Waterfront Seating  •  Island Mojitos

www.DocFords.com
708 Fisherman’s Wharf  •  239.765.9660

Award Winning
Flavors From The

Caribbean Rim!

Happy Hour      •      Live Music      •      New Menu      •      Outdoor Seating

1249 Estero Blvd.   •   239-463-5505   •   www.thebeachedwhale.com

Live Music is Back!

New Front Patio!

Lee County’s Newest

Waterfront Restaurant
& Fish House!

www.dixiefishfmb.com
714 Fishermans Wharf  •  239.233.8837

Retail Fish Market Available
Local Gulf Shrimp & Great Views

The Best Happy Hour
on the Beach!

Mon - Fri 2-5pm


