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Dear Mr. Kentor:

Thank you for your letter of March 22, 1982 advocating increased 
assistance for the Government of Haiti within the framework of the 
Caribbean Basin Initiative.

I regret that I cannot agree with your assessment of the situation 
in Haiti. Most specifically, I do not agree that the refugees from 
Haiti are purely economic. Such a position fails to take into account 
the structure of Haitian society and the interrelated political, economic, 
and social institutions that dominate the Haitian people. The key 
element missing from Haitian society is justice, economic justice, 
political justice and social justice. I also do not agree that the 
Government of Haiti "operates well in consideration of the economic 
burdens inherent in the economy." The defining characteristics of the 
Haitian Government are corruption and a mixture of indifference to and 
participation in human rights abuses directed particularly at those in 
Haiti who work to correct the blatant injustice that exists in that 
society. The November, 1980 repression against journalists, agronomists 
and others working to improve Haiti was most illustrative.

While I am concerned about economic development in Haiti, I want 
that economic development assistance to empower the least of these, the 
poor, and not merely support the lifestyle of the rich in Haiti. Given 
the scarce resources we ourselves have for the poor right here in the 
United States of America, it is my responsibility to be sure that governments 
to which we provide assistance have a demonstrated commitment to enhancing 
the quality of life for the poor. The test of this commitment is the 
willingness of the rich in Haiti to generate internal savings by cutting 
back their consumption of luxury goods to be used in programs to break 
the cycle of poverty, oppression, and despair.

The Government of Haiti is failing this test miserably. Fully 
two-thirds of the development budget of Haiti is funded by foreign 
financial sources. Eighty three percent of fiscal expenditures are made 
in Port-au-Prince, which has only twenty percent of the population of
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Haiti. The concentration of wealth in the hands of a few is simply 
outstanding. Four fifths of one percent takes forty-five percent of the 
national income. While eighty percent of the population lives in rural 
areas and depends upon agriculture for survival  government expenditures 
for agriculture are no higher than seven to ten percent of the national 
budget. Peasant farmers who are productive are threatened by coerced 
expropriation of their products and because of insecure land tenure and 
lack of credit are subject to loss of their access to the land, particularly 
in the more fertile areas. All too many wealthy Haitians connected to 
the government are permitted to place their earnings abroad. The tax 
structure is extremely regressive, taxing the basics produced and consumed 
by the poor, while leaving relatively untouched imported and non-essential 
luxury goods

In viewing the situation in Haiti  I bring insights garnered from 
my own continued participation in the freedom and civil rights struggles 
in the United States of America. Many of the patterns of economic 
servitude, corruption, and gross denial of political rights that existed 
in our own South are present in Haiti today. What is missing from Haiti 
today, and what we only gained in the 1960s, is a national government 
committed to protecting the human rights  political and economic of the 
oppressed, v

I am most interested in working with and encouraging the Government 
of Haiti to take on a protective role concerning all of its citizens.
Such a role if taken by the Government of Haiti would ensure a more 
positive presence for private enterprise in Haiti  a presence that might 
transfer capital and technology to the Haitian people.

When and if the Government of Haiti makes some demonstrable 
effort to work on behalf of justice for all of its people  then I will 
be able in good conscience to support increases in assistance to Haiti.
I would also suggest that such a political change would lead to a reduced 
flight of refugees from Haiti.

Additionally  I would suggest that you read the Inter-American 
Foundation pubblication , Bottom Up Development In Haiti  which is a 
valuable resource for understanding the economic, political  and social 
dynamics that govern the rural areas of Haiti.

Again, thank you for writing me on this most important issue.
Sincerely yours,

Walter E. Fauntroy 
Member of Congress


