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October 1, 1991

The Honorable Gene McNary 
Commissioner
The Immigration and Naturalization Service 
425 I Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20536

• '»
Dear Commissioner McNary: ' %

In light of the events which took place in Haiti 
yesterday, I urge you to immediately direct INS agents to take 
special care when interviewing asylum seekers from that country,

As of this morning, twenty six people have been killed 
as a result of yesterday’s coup and more people are being killed 
at random on the streets by a violent military dictatorship.

Mr, Commissioner, it’s time to recognize that it’s wrong 
to presume that all Haitians are economic refugees. Haitians have 
been terrorized under dictatorship after dictatorship for
generation after generation. Haitians must be given the same 
treatment as others who flee a well-founded fear of persecution.

We have discussed this issue in the past. It has been 
my position that although President Jean-Bertrand Aristide was 
democratically elected, democracy in that country was at best, 
fragile. The intense frustration of the Haitian population has 
been evidenced by pervasive rioting on the streets of Haiti. That 
rioting is being duplicated on the streets of Miami right now as 
the Haitian community expresses its outrage and anger with the 
state of its own country and U.S.. policies which affect them.

While the world may have been optimistic about the 
prospects of finally, establishing a democracy in Haiti under 
Aristide, the Haitians knew better. They voted with their feet. 
Asylum seekers risked their lives on overcrowded boats in the 
hopes of finding freedom in the United States. If they made it 
through interdiction on the high seas, they found themselves 
detained at Krome, often for excessively long periods,
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You are in a position, Mr,, Commissioner, to ensure 

fairness for all asylum seekers, including Haitians. Thank you 
for your consideration.

Connie Mack


