
WASHINGTON OFFICE ON A 110 Maryland Avenue. North East 
. Washington. D.C. 20002

202-543-7095 
FAX 202-547-9382

URGENT ACTION NEEDED

July 9, 1991 Contact: John Kozyn

Widespread Abuses Mark Cane Worker Repatriation Efforts

The harsh, slave-like conditions under which Haitians have been working on 
state owned sugarcane plantations in the Dominican Republic have long been a 
concern of many international organizations and human rights groups. The U.S.. 
media have recently documented the abusive conditions and squalid poverty in 
which Haitians have been forced to work.

The Haitian government recently requested talks with the Dominican 
administration to discuss possible repatriation of those Haitians working under 
such severe conditions in the Dominican Republic. In reaction to that request and 
under pressure from the United States and several international organizations, 
the Dominican Republic began deporting people to Haiti in a seemingly arbitrary 
fashion without initial discussion with the Haitian government about conditions 
for repatriation. Underway for some three weeks now, the Dominican government’s 
actions continue to flout diplomatic protocol

At this time close to 1,000 people have been deported. These include not 
only Haitian elderly and children as young as fifteen months, but also Dominicans 
of Haitian descent, spouses of Haitians, and Dominican criminals deemed 
undesirable by their government. In the last few days waves of arrests have been 
made by the Dominican authorities in order to jail Haitian workers. Countless 
others are presently fleeing for the border in order to avoid arrest and 
detention. President Balaguer appears to be using Haitian workers as a 
nationalistic foil to ward off criticism of his domestic policies which have 
already spawned widespread general strikes.

The Washington Office on Haiti asks the friends of the Haitian people to 
write letters of protest to President Joaquin Balaguer, to the Foreign Minister, 
Joaquim Ricardo and to the Embassy of the Dominican Republic in Washington, D.C. 
Further, we request that copies be sent to the Washington Office on Haiti*. 
Please see over for addresses and suggested talking points for the letters.



Suggestions for Talking Points

Concerns

0 Inhumane conditions of Haitian workers on the Dominican sugarcane 
plantations. Laborers typically work extremely long hours in squalid 
conditions for little or no pay. Most have been forcibly restrained from 
leaving the plantations or returning to Haiti.

0 Arbitrary selection of those to be deported. Most deportees have been 
children or the elderly, while those who do the majority of the work 
remain on the plantations. This sometimes means breaking up families as 
mothers and children are sent back to Haiti while the fathers remain. 
Dominican criminals and legal residents have also been deported.

Requests

o An immediate halt to deportations until a more reasonable solution can be 
worked out. Any solution must respect the rights of those to be 
repatriated as well as the wishes of both governments.

o Respect for diplomatic protocol and the Haitian government by engaging in 
discussions mediated by an international organization such as CARICOM (the 
Caribbean Community), the Organization of American States, or the United 
Nations .

Address Letters to:

President Joaquin Balaguer 
National Palace 
Santo Domingo 
Dominican Republic

Joaquim Ricardo
Secretario de Estado de Relaciones Exteriores 
Santo Domingo 
Dominican Republic

Ambassador Eladio Knipping Victoria 
Embassy of the Dominican Republic 
1715 22nd St., NW 
Washington, D C . 20008


