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George Orwell clearly understood the essence of the conflict between the 
dissident and the dictator when he stated, "if freedom means anything it is 
the right to tell others what they don't want said". In today's Cuba those 
"others" -the omnipotent government- is doing everything in its immense power 
to prevent the defenseless but courageous dissident movement from reaching 
the ears and the minds of a people who yearn to be told elementary truths 
after being saturated with slogans and deceit.

A dissident movement formed by slightly over two dozen small and fragile 
organizations concerned with all aspects of civil life; from human rights to 
religious practices, from ecological worries to pacifist beliefs, from 
ethical considerations to artistic endeavors, from literary creation to 
philosophical meditation. A civil society attempting to exist autonomously 
in a totalitarian habitat, in a country where its president has admonished 
that "every discrepancy is a form of opposition. Every opposition is a form 
of counterrevolution", and every counterrevolutionary is a criminal.

The Cuban dissident movement seeks to survive and flourish in dignity, and to 
preserve its dignity as well as its sanity in a place where even that could 
be an offense. It has consciously opted to ignore the laws that violate 
essential rights and it has adopted a superior set of values, an ethos, that 
not only provides a distinguishable example to the people but also makes it 
worthy of the collective confidence of the nation.

The three human rights organizations that I represent have been decimated due 
to this audacious behavior. Their leaders, Elizardo Sanchez, Samuel Martinez 
Lara, Hubert Jerez, Hiram Abi and so many others whose names I would want to 
tell you, but time does not permit, are at this very moment in prison for, 
quote unquote, "crimes against the people or the state". Non-violent, noble 
acts castigated in Havana but praised just about everywhere else. Activists 
admired for their fortitude by Amnesty International and America's Watch, by 
Vaclav Havel, and Lech Walesa, by North American press organization, and 
Latin American workers unions, and European writers clubs.

Simple people telling simple truths. They, and those who have stepped 
forward to occupy the vacant spaces in the trenches of dissidence, have a 
message for the Congress of the United States and all men and women of good
will.



It is a message of love and forgiveness, it is an invitation to all Cubans of 
all political beliefs, government and opposition, island residents and 
exiles, to meet and dialogue, to peacefully and rationally seek together 
solutions to the grave problems of the Cuban nation. It is a challenge to 
those in power to dare to listen to, and negotiate with, those who have been 
victimized for to long. It is a proposal for national reconciliation in a 
truly free and democratic society. It is an invitation to build that new 
society together, eradicating rancor from our hearts, and vengeance from our 
minds.

Gustavo Arcos-Bergnes  the distinguished head of the Cuban Committee for 
Human Rights, from his home in Havana has called for this dialogue, 
requesting a truce among Cubans to attempt a peaceful accord. To attempt an 
agreement to let the ballots and not the bullets reign. The organizations 
which I represent support his proposal. The whole dissident movement in Cuba 
supports it, as well as the Cuban Catholic Church, the international 
Christian Democratic Movement, the Latin American Workers Confederation, a 
significant segment of the European Parliament, and various Cuban exile 
organizations. A clamor of voices demand that the process that has brought 
hope and freedom to the peoples of Nicaragua, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary 
and others be initiated in Cuba.

We know it will not be easy. We know that a reduction of totalitarians will 
resist, as they did in Warsaw, in Prague and in Managua. We know that they 
are now stammering at the Cuban Politburo and that they will probably again 
refuse to converse. But eventually, sometime soon, the social, political and 
economic imperatives of that impoverished and progressively debilitated 
government will prevail. Now is the time to foresee the future. Now is the 
time to help it happen without bloodshed and fratricidal confrontation.

The government of the United States can make significant contributions to 
this process.

* The United States can unequivocally come out to assist democratization 
in Cuba by shifting its support towards the dissident movement inside 
the country. The cornerstone of this new approach should be the 
recognition that change in Cuba will come from within. U.S.. policy 
makers should keep in mind that exile communities have not played a 
significant role in the recent events of democratic transformation in



half a dozen ex-totalitarian societies in Europe and Latin America, and 
that only when exiles have realized and accepted a supportive role to 
the internal democratic forces, have the emigres been a positive factor.

* The United States can help obsolesce the Cuban militarists and ridicule 
the demagogic ultra-nationalists by publicly stating a policy of 
non-military intervention in Cuba and the refusal to resort to the use 
of force in the island under any circumstances except for defensive 
purposes. This policy should be complemented with the avoidance of what 
are perceived to be hostile military exercises near the Cuban seas.

* The United States can promote further external pressures for democratic 
change in Cuba by coordinating with the democratic governments of Latin 
America a concerted plan for Cuba's return to the Organization of 
American States in exchange for significant progress in the island's 
deplorable human rights conditions.

* The United States can disarrange and baffle the island's intransigents 
by boldly proposing to initiate bilateral conversations on all topics of 
interest to both governments. The U.S.. should be willing to negotiate 
the gradual lifting of the embargo and to reestablish full diplomatic 
relations with Cuba as the island's government improves its human rights 
record and comes to terms with its democratic opposition.

We are of the opinion that a change in the spirit an direction of the foreign 
policy towards Cuba would be of much benefit. The traditional approach of 
isolation is not conducive. Let us all, together, promote a democratic 
offensive of frequent contacts with our adversaries. We believe in the 
strength of our ideals. We believe in their power of persuasion, we believe 
as the Honorable Judge Earl Warren once said that "liberty, not communism, is 
the most contagious force in the world".



COORDINADORA DE O rGANIZACIONES DE D eRECHOS H u MANOS EN CUBA
( C.O.D.E.H.U.)

Partido Pro Derechos Humanos de Cuba 
CoMite Martiano por los Derechos del Hombre 

Comisión Cubana de Derechos Humanos y Reconciliacion Nacional

RECEIVED 

JUl 1 4 1990
July 18, 1990

The Honorable 
William Lehman
Member of the Congressional Human Rights Caucus 
1319 Longworth House, Office Building 
Washington DC 20515
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