
OF HUMAN RIGHTS

October 30. 1986

The Honorable William Lehman 
U.S.. House of Representatives 
2347 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Lehman:

Amnesty International is circulating an Urgent Action appeal 
on behalf of five Cuban human rights activists, members of the 
proscribed Comite Cubano Pro Derechos Humanos. The five have been 
arrested by the Cuban police.

At the time of their arrests, Reuters reported that the Cuban 
police confiscated a mimeograph and several hundred copies of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, The chairman of the 
Committee, Professor Ricardo Bofill, has been given sanctuary by 
the French Embassy in Havana, but the Cuban authorities continue 
to deny him the required exit permit that would enable him to 
leave Cuba and join his family abroad.

Amnesty International asks that telegrams requesting the 
release of these human rights activists be sent to the Cuban 
authorities.

We know how very busy you are, particularly at this time of 
the year, but would it be possible for you to write to Fidel 
Castro asking for the release of these men?

Your solidarity in adding your voice to this humanitarian 
effort will be very much appreciated.

Sincerely

Prof. Eusebio Mujal-Leon 
Department of Government 
(202) 625-4941

HOYA STATION GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY WASHINGTON, D.C. 20057
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CuBA: Professor Elizardo SANCHEZ SANTA CRUZ, aged 42, former professor of
philosophy, University of Havana 

Dr Adolfo RIVERO CARO, lawyer and translator/interpreter 
Professor Enrique HERNANDEZ MENDEZ, former professor of economics, 

University of Havana
José Luis ALVARADO DELGADO, aged mid-20s 
Dr Domingo Jorge DELGADO CASTRO, lawyer

Amnesty International is concerned about reports of the arrests of the 
five people above who are either known to be members of the unofficial 
Comité Cubano Pro Derechos Humanos, Cuban Committee for Human Rights, or to 
have made statements to the foreign press concerning human rights.

Elizardo Sánchez Santa cruz, Adolfo Rivero Caro and Enrique Hernández
Méndez were reportedly arrested on the morning of 25 September 1986 and
taken to the headquarters of the Departamento de Seguridad del Estado 
(DSE), Department of State Security, in Havana. The official reason for 
their arrest is not known, but on 22 September Reuter's international news 
agency interviewed Elizardo Sánchez concerning the arrests of Dr Domingo 
Jorge Delgado Castro and José Luis Alvarado some time between 20 and 27 
August, and the activities of the Cuban Committee for Human Rights. The 
journalist concerned, as well as a reporter for Agence France Presse (AFP), 
the French international press agency, are said to have been expelled from 
Cuba today.

The Cuban authorities have acknowledged the arrests of Dr Delgado
Castro and José Luis Alvarado, but said that "these gentlemen represent
local terrorists who are acting against the Cuban State". It is not known 
whether the arrests of the other three people have been acknowledged.

Four of the men, and possibly the fifth also, are former political 
prisoners. Elizardo Sánchez was arrested in April 1980 and sentenced to 
six years' imprisonment; it is believed on charges of "enemy propaganda". 
He was released on 29 December 1985.

Dr Adolfo Rivero Caro was also arrested in April 1980, after he had 
requested permission to leave Cuba.

Enrique Hernández was arrested in May 1980 and accused, together with 
his wife, of salida ilegal, trying to leave Cuba illegally. He was 
released on 6 May 1982.

José Luis Alvarado was released from Combinado del Este Prison on 30 
May 1986. It is not clear how long he had been in detention and why he had 
been imprisoned, although one report says that it was "for challenging 
Cuba's communist government". Upon his release he also visited Reuter's 
international news agency office in Havana and gave them information about 
recent releases of political prisoners, including himself.

Dr Domingo Jorge Delgado Castro is reportedly the secretary of the 
Cuban Committee for Human Rights. It is not clear whether he himself has
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COPIES TO:

Sr. Director
Departamento de Seguridad del Estado 
Ciudad de la Habana, Cuba

(Department of State Security)

"Granma"
Avda General Suarez y Calle Territorial 
Plaza de la Revolución José Marti 
Apdo. 6260
Ciudad de la Habana, Cuba 

(newspaper)

and to diplomatic representatives of Cuba in your country.

Please organize appeals from uNIVERSITY LECTURERS/ACADEMICS and LAWYERS.

PLEASE SEND 
Secretariat,
1986.

APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Please check with the International 
or your section office, if sending appeals after 6 November


